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The reasons why the Supplements to the half-yearly Volumes of this 
•work are no longer to be published, the reader will find stated in the pre¬ 
sent Volume, p. 479, to which I beg leave to refer him.-In tfie Sup¬ 

plements to the former volumes several Public Papers and other official 
documents were inserted; but,because there is now no supplement, it is 
not to be supposed, that any papers of that description have been ex¬ 
cluded from the work. Great care has been taocen to preserve the'm 
all , and to make the work in this respect the most complete that ever 
was published. In order, however, to obtain roonj for this purpose, I 
have published occasionally a double sheet j having*, however, fixed the 
number of sheets at thirty-three ih the half-year, or xolume, thereby 
establishing the annual cost of the’Register at £,2. 15. 0.-The Par¬ 

liamentary Debates, which # forfaed so large a part of the Supplements j t 
are pow become a separate work, ardounting to two volumes in a year, 
of nearly the same thickness, and of exactly the saqpeform and prifTtas 
^he*Register. For more ample information respecting the Parliamentary 
Debates, the reader will please to refer to p. 863. 

Duke Street , June 30, 1804. W. Cobbitt. 
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Alt 

AHALXtICAl* AND COMPARATIVE VIEW, 
&c. (ffc . 

* 

Of two Pamphlets, lately published, the one 
entitled, " Cursory Remarks upon the State 
of Parties, during tie Administration of 
Mr. Addington, by a IUeak Observer " (j 
and the other entitled, “ A Plain Answer 
to the Misrepresentation f and Calumnies 
_ contained in the Cursory Remarks of a Near 
• Observer, by A Moht^ylMJWfcATE Ob¬ 
serve*.” 

’ (Continued from Vol. IV. p. Jr7.) 

IV. The conduct of tie New Opposition in 
Parliament. 

With respect to this part of the subject, if 
the answcrjhad been silent, 1 should not 
have thoogiit it necessary to include it in my 
examination 5 for, the remarks, which the 
Near Observer has made on the parliamen¬ 
tary conduct of thSsc gentlemen, who com¬ 
pose whath& been called the New Opposi¬ 
tion, always appeared to me to be so weak, 
sndf^iadeed, so evidently absurd, as not td 
Jtand in need of an exposjMO. But, wh<jn a 
work, waitfeen with some^N^t, and, >to all 
appearance, cytuing frjka authority, pro¬ 
fesses to be an anmter to another work; it ft 
very natural to conclude, thatwjiaievcris left ,., 
not answered, is unanswerable. Therefore;^ 
tfce pamphlet of the Accurate Observer is 
entitled ** a plain Answer to the Mi^rcpresen- 
V tations^nd calumnies of the Cursory Ite- 
** marks of a Near Obset’Ver,’' the author will, 
it isVeasoffitble to suppose, be, by his readers 
in general, regarded as having, to the best of 
hi# kn^whpdge and abilities, answer the 
whole at those misrepresentations and calum¬ 
nies and, as lie bra, in realty, attempted to 
answer only that part £>f them which bear 
ubon tlje oharacter ayd conduct of his priit- 
tnpsl } us this jotfrse (a course by no rhea ns J 
eithergettrwus or 41 A 1 ) has been pursued by* 
the partisans of Mr.* Pitt, it seems necessary 
Jtliarhis omissions should, be supplied. Vet,* 
Vot.V. . . ’ 

9 m 


bad he observed a strict sUntce with respect 
ih the member of thsNew Opposition; had 
he excluded Ipeir characters and their par¬ 
liamentary cocp.nct «htirely # froia thq discus¬ 
sion,’! cprtainly should not have been the man 
to drag them tpto it. But, while he was re- 
mi ndiiW his tdyefsary, that, “ ne Species of 
' “ falsehood V so certain of passing current 
“ iu the world as that which has some de- 
ft gree of tftwh for its foundation,’^ hr. ap¬ 
pears not to have forgotten Shot her maxim 
equally true, that u no malice is so likely to 
“ succeed as that which assumes the garb of 
tf friendship.” He has introduced the mem¬ 
bers of the New Opposition merely as crea¬ 
tures, or things, destined to the ilses (some¬ 
times not the most honourable) of Ma£||j^ 
here, they serve, like his own 
volunteers, to swell out bis tyr'&'^b oe “ set 
“ up upon a hid to make i show j" jhere, 
he considers them as regulars, and marches 
obem on to meet ’ the enemy: now, they; are 
rolled before him m the capacity of a mante¬ 
let to cover his sap; then, they are piled up 
into a parapet of sand bags. Whatever be* 
the diameter or form, in Miich they* appear, 
for Mr. Pitt’s proposes, and for those pur- 
pqsra^ipiie, do they seem to be employed; 
and.-jfi(gen these purposes do not require that 
they should be defended, so far is die Accu¬ 
rate Observer from attempting their defence, 
that he often tacitly admits the justice of the 
.> censure, sometimes joins in, and improufs 
upon, the misrepresentations, and, in one or 
> two instances, acjjis to that calumny,’wiiich, 
agreeably to his professions, it was his duty 
to endeavour to refute. So that, in this part 
of my task, I shall have to answer both Mr. 
Bf.ntley and Mr, Long, who, though they 
have, like Peachum andLocki t, throttled, and 
would Willingly strangle each oilier, can so 
far master their mutual hatred, as to co-ope¬ 
rate most cordially against the members of 
she New‘Opposition. The Near Observer 
phas introduced seven of these gentleman, 
namely, L> rd Temple* Mf. Grenville, Dr. J 
Laurence, Mr. Elliot. Mr. Canning, I ord^ 
y 'Grenville, .and Mr. Windham; only the tin re 
lattei of whom have been at all’iioiicrj by 
the A'.iUiate Obsmfv. //.>«• lie hit. no 
B 
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Weed (hem we shall see 
first, it is necessary tospcakr<rf.( ! ®^fc ; #h<jfn 
He luisomitted.Y \ ; -ol e 

Lord Tempte-is charged* Siy the Nearwb- 
server, with * djfehandtag* places*fof his** 

., mily: ", Lwd^mpld V 
“ his fimih^^jafeiiaf' 

", mily insist Mppn m 
*•' nisters .”—^{l was 
writer, -wjid profisgsed td 
'joi (he Cwsorj t ;jfe?fliarfcB, to 
fffslse niiJ a@1^3®(feaiW«iotii 

too barefaced to met 
,5 rit a serioa^^pttctk>p^ i| r>as htS <hi!y tp 
notice ir ait Jlp^spedAly n» hatnosthave 
, been awartf;nBat th« fal«BOOd, ihod^t owe- 
tfaced and.base, wds by no f»ams pneof'tbose 
. which the Addington* vaM wte fcagh,; But;, 
If we uniform^' find this wriiifgipcyW sscri- 
,.fice any anti every other pefSbi£lo*the pur¬ 
poses «£ Mr.Pitt——<The Near Observer, 
in bringing his charge against Lord Temple, 
has omitted the Where and r^je ^jm^but, 
he, no doubt, alludes to tlstt debate of the 
24th of November*7irhen his lordship made 
use of expiession^^which were, by Mr. She¬ 
ridan, tortured into a demand of place* for 
his family, but which neit her. con taint d nor 
would b?ar any such meaping. The New 
Opposition‘had, in the coarse of the debate, 
■been* accused of wishing *for war, at any 
rate, in preference to peace, on any terms; 
a ch5rgc, the truth of which Lord Temple 
denied. ” Tift; object of oiir arguments is," 

■ said lie, ” to open the minds of the people 
” to tli.ejr dinger,- to show them into what 
” hands their country h^s failep; and, to 
“ convince them, that, w?iiile it remains tu 
** such ban'is, there is no hope of success in 
*' war, nor of honour and security in peace. 

" , , . . Much reriSains to be done; and, 

** in oiler binds, much may be done, not by 
” engaging in a hazardous war, but by real 

“ tiruiness,"-These are the expiessions,* 

whicb f the, Addingtons and Brngges*have 
' construed into a demand, of places tor the 
Grenville family; into a claim, on the part 
of tbarTamily, to name the ministers of the 
{King! The Arcuraie OlAervrf, who under¬ 
takes to answer misrepresentations and A- 
lummes, ought, orte would think, npt to have 
pas-ed over this part of his opponents re- 
inaiks. Nor, would it have been a depar¬ 
ture from his office, if, in answer to the ex¬ 
clamation of, * irv-atiat)le family!” as ap- 
«. piled tu the €&rnvil]t;s, he had given hifP 
readers some r.ccourft of the great merits, of 
the talentsf tlie integaty, the long and emi¬ 
nent services of that family. And, having* 
been forced upon tbi» ( subjett, he might and 
Ought to lrivo shown!, that the Addingtons (l ] 
• Will not call ihtiu a family) and jheir end* 
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roUtfenis, already 

po«sbssra thetrfaelvefa of twee times as much 
of .the public wealth as the Grenvilles ever 1 
rajt^ed i besides having debased the eba- 
taasr.aipd dnfeebled the power of the go- 
ipiaee* for &iemmen£ by filling* the public 'offices with 
‘ «** ,*ij» people most despise, and 

Af*jS'supporting of whom in upstart 
idlet|e6%'ind insolence, they cannot and they 
wUVnof stwarfoUy contribute. 

Mf. Grenville and Dr. Laurence are accused, 
by the.Near Observer, of having cried inces¬ 
santly tor War, till war became evic^Oitjy inevi¬ 
table, and then, of having ” turned suddenly 
“ as the wind."— t —The passage pf the Cur¬ 
sory Remarks, which J here allude to, is 
as follows” Mr. Thomas Grenville de- 
“ dared, that there was no man more ready 
*' or more 'eager to yote for the address,” [on 
the King’s Message of the 8th of March], 

“ especially if it should be likely to procure 
" peace and tranquillity ; 'and, Doctor Lau- 
“ fence professed bis wishes were for 
“ peace!.'/ He expected it Bbould fee 
proved, that the war, if it must now fee 
“ renewed, was indispcns.ibly necessary to 
“ tbe safety and honour of the. Empire f!!" 

-If these expressions, these exact words.« 

hod been made use of by Mr. Grenjplle 
and Dr. Laurence, wJiat in r onsisicncy would 
they have discovered? These two gentle¬ 
men objected to the peace of Amiens for 
several reasons; but a principal., reason was, 
that it gave us so small a hope of lasting 
peace and tranquillity; and, the address 
which, on the 13th of May, 1802, both of 
them voted for, advised his Maiesty to adopt 
such measures as might tend to render du- 
arabU the tranquillity, which he hid, by so 
many sacrifices, graciously intended to re- 
•stofe t to his people. Would it, therefore, 
have been turning like the widfl, if file 
same persons, who, from ! such motives,, 
voted for' that address, had, ftorn the same 
motives, supported the address in*answer 
fu the King's Message of the 8th of March, 
J803?-r;—But,‘during the debate in' ques¬ 
tion, neither Mr. Grenville nor Dr. Lau¬ 
rence expressed aqy wish either for peace 
or war. Their opponents in*doors, ajrtd the 
vulgar without doors; anticipate^ much 
triumph, on their part, at the- prospect of 
seeing a speedy end to that peace, which 
they had so strongly and so justly repfo i 
bated. ^But, they were - careful to discover I 
no such triumph, and to remind their hear¬ 
ers, that the principles, jtm whitti*fiiey had 
condemned the peace^hadtnever warranted 
tlicit adversaries in representftig them a* 
(Tent upon war. Mr. Grenville said^that 
he should-chearfully vote for the address, 

• * 
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...... per- 

" feet unanimity/ becaorelt would thereby 
'f* be tb# mere-likely to convince the wo{Jd 
" that we were able and willing to defend 
*' our fights, which conviction was tile 
44 tneanfi^best calculated to produce a state 
" of real peace'and tranqyklliiy." Was this 
turning" about ? Was tins ** shifting sud- 

'* denly like a sail?”--Dr. Laurence 

stated his wish to obtain*,saute inrornmion 
as to the grounds of the wat*; and trusted, 
" that, when those ground* came to be pub- 
‘i licljUjnown, the)' would be found suffi- 
" cient to convince the world of the justice 
“ of otir n cause" He further observed, that,' 
“ as to the desire, which he and his friends 
" had been accused of entertaining to 
44 plunge the nation in war, it never had, 
" existed for a momfjnt; anil 1 ; that one of 
*' the reasons why he disliked the pence 
44 was, that it evidently, directly, and ra- 
“ pidly tended” towards 0 the .vent, which 
* r had so soon arrived.”--Was this shift¬ 

ing suddenly about ? And, with‘such means 
„at hand, was the defence of Mr. Grenville 
and Dr. Laurence a task too laborious and 
too difficult for the Accurate Observer. 

Mr. Elliot also is charged by the Adding- 
tgps with shifting suddenly about upon this 
occasion, and, together with Mr. Windham, 

* with having opposed the Irish niidtia law, 
for the purpose of embarrassing the minis¬ 
ters, in the'r warlike preparations. “ Both 
“ these gentlemen,” says the Near Obser¬ 
ver, “ were now discovered to be adverse 
44 to the system and principle of militia 
44 forces ayogether, an opinion which did 
44 not so much surprise the admirers of the 
44 constitution and of that constituiiotyrl 
" force, upon any other ground, as because 
44 in their official situations, they h#d se> 

“ verify appeared the most zealous advo- 
4i cafes aniFpromoters of this species of j 
" army. Mr. Elliot, who ifcw-opposed re-' 5 ' 
“ erflitiog the Irish militia at four guineas 
“ per man, was reminded by the AttomeJ- 

General for Ireland, that be himself {Mr. 

“ Elliot) had brought in a bill for recruit- 

* “ ing i^at six guinea; am? Mr. Windham 
“ w,as put in mind that during the time he 
“ had been in ofBefe, the militia in England 
" fead been augmented to an unprecedent- 
“ ed degree, anti the militia of Seofland 
“ and Jrehtnd Instituted and begun ! ! Thus 
4 ‘ it appeared, that it was* not solely in the 

f r l0siance*of the negotiations at°Lisle, but?] 
44 'thc^rffat general measures of domestic 

* ** import, extjculi^e government and legij- 
44 lation, *that the manly,y cooshteftt Mr.> 
u iWindham, hid not only leyit liis nSme, 
'“’countenance, and authority.against;'hj's 



...,4ut’d' even •’ erode- 
*’ scenttl3flk» become official instrument 
“ and or^m ot mwisurelrtfti'hicli ‘he dis^j- 
‘*)pMved ind * condemned. V* 11 always re- 
** tnaitfodh* however, to be accounted- for, 

" both by thisUjtlglit Honourable Gentler 
44 man apd Mr. Eih$* tray, they f< It them- 
‘fishes more obliged to .declare tbejr.op- 
**£ lyAitionat one time ihanatanoihe*} why • 
44 they could submit tltidr docile consciences 
14 to the hand of Mr. Yift, and shew such a 
“ restive spirit of do# tiny under the guid- 
44 ance df his successor f 1! ’it will be said, 

44 that they were in officSr af one time, and 
“ out "of it the other; bfit.'if this is an ex* 

“ cure, it follows, that to be neutral io 
44 things you ‘disapprove, is dess blameable 
“ than to he active in them; and tli.-t yon 
“ may originate measures ypu condemn, 

“ but noj suffer others to promote them, 

44 afterwards.”’----Here agj misrepc^enta- 

tions and calumnies, an answer toavhich one 
might have reasonably, expected from an 
Answerer, who assumes an appellation de¬ 
scriptive of great accuracy of observation. 
But, no: the defender 6 f Mr. gilt coul’d, in 
the present instance, find no materials 
whereon to workl which is the more sur¬ 
prising^, in hunting'through,the parlia¬ 
mentary debates for facts wherewith to re¬ 
but the accusations againsfMr. Put, he must 
have seen the speech", which Mr. Elliot 
made, at the time, in answer to thesV very 
misrepresentations and calumnies; for, they 
are, after all, a mere rechauliee of. a dish, 
and a most disgusting j>ne to<j Vti \vhich had 
original^ been Served up from the Treasury^ 

Bench. .T hy debate, alluded to, was oil 

the bill, passed last M arc b, fdr* granting a 
bounty of four guineas a man to such men as 
were willing to serve* as militia-men in Ire* 
land. To talk of the “ constitution” and pf 
“ constitutional force,” in such a case; «ttf 
call men raised by bounty, militia-men, re¬ 
quires no small portion of even tl^at assur¬ 
ance, with which the Addingtons are so su¬ 
per-abundantly gifted. But Mr. Elliot’s 
speech is so full and satisfactory as to every 
point, its sentiments have been so fully ve¬ 
rified in the time which has already elapsed, 
and ^contains such an useful lesson f cauft g 
future, that I shall cite it almost 
44 He had,” he said, “ noobjection to the , 
41 adoption of tl^p principle of a militia in • 
“ Ireland. On the contrary, be had sug- 
“ gested tbe expediency ®f making-Mhe px* 

*' pertinent by the establishment of a force. 

44 of that description a terv moderate 
44 number; five or sjx thousand for rxam- 
4r pie. He was, JioWever, told from the - 
44 bench opposite to'liitn^ that, if a militia 
JB a 


“ k» Ireland % halldt, 

►<* there would bn and 

" at such target bounties, thaftWhe general 
" recruiting service w«tdd t^ tnore im^eded 
“ by that mndeUiattlfry therrej’nfet&l bora* 
ties speci$e$ tothe bftWwfore the House. 
This, heilaimadjy was am argument of 
** .great weight, but it amounted to adt^a- 
" ration that It .was impracticable in Erdtei 
>( r to obtain'a fo’ditia upon the genuine 
“ principle of a suiliti* which he coaid not 
“ help considering W a decisive objection 
“ against the*iBsatt«ion. Accordingly j by 
u the present billj the principle of a militia 
. u was abandoned^ for it proposed to raise 
“ J 8,000 men, «cl ty ballot, but by bounty. 
u This force, therefore, ha^ no other aflini- 
" ty to a Oailitia'than tHat it wtts to be rais- r 
** ed in counties, and was ,to be commanded 
" by officers nominally militia colonels. It 
* wpnld* be Jtrictly an establishment of 
“ fencibles. What were fencibles but corps 
" raised within particular districts; and offi- 
“ cered by gentlemen of landed property 
u connected with such districts ? The force, 
therefore, proposed to be raised, would be 
•* ip principle nothing but a fencible esta- 
*' blishment of the worst species, because 
“ formed,on such terms of service qs would 
“ confine it Entirely to Ireland. If it was ab- 
" soltiteJy neceslary, as some gentlemen had 
“ alleged, that a force of such numbers 
" should be raised on the spur of the occa * 
" sion, in order to co-operate with the re- 
*!' gular army, why not raise a fencible force 
" on a piqte enlarged footing of service, ap- 
" plicabh, for instance, to 'Great- fyitain and 
“ Ireland? At the same time be acknow- 
** ledged he felt almost insurmountable ob- 
" jections to that description of force; be- 
.. “ cause it tended to produce a most injuri* 
ous competition of bonnties between the 
V home and regular service $ and if we 
“ adopted it, wo r.houid be compelled (as? 
•* we yere in the late war), to raise the 
" bounty for tlie line to ctr amount which 
*4 would not only render our army so bur* 
“ thensome in point of expense, tflat the 
" pecuniary means of the country would 
“ scarcely be adequate to sustain it, btft 
J^which was also calculated to produce, in 
"' Other points of view, the most prejudicial 
•*’ efipets on the service. It had been ob- 
“ served, in lhe course of the debate, that 
*• in the late war the prihria had been most 
*“ successfully applied to the remitting of'* 
. “ the regular, armyp He was glad that 
i “ measure had been matuioned, because he 
“ should have ‘selected it as a etftnplete il- 
•* lustration of llut&ruyi of the argument he 
“ was stating. In tht course of the late 


" A» *op»l*tltti of the 

“ kingdom had been locked up ie aefeo- 
“ sit e corps, that the recruiting service was 
“ to entirely suspended, that it was found 
“ necessary to dissolve a considerable pro* 
" portion of the local foree to vupply the 
alarming deficiency of the regular army. 
" Ttys expedient was certainly not to be 
" jusMwd on «ny principle, but the urgency 
** pf tHb occasiqp. »The emergency, how* 
“ ever, was pressing, and he felt ihat every 
“ tribute of public.gratitude and applause 
“ .was doe both to the energy of thq’coun- 
“ cils which devised the measure, and to 
* “ the patriotism of the officers who gave 
** their cooperation to it. But he believed 
" it would not be proposed to adopt it as a 
** general system of recruiting. He was 
•* persuaded such a system would not be 
/'.avowed. If indeed it was understood, 
“ tliat the colonels of militia were ready 
" to lend their .regiments to the reoruit- 
“ ing of the line, it might in a certain de- 
. ** gree diminish his objectioqs Co the present 
“ measure, though lie could by no means 
“ bring himself to think, that a systematic 
“ application of the militia to the recruitibg 
“ of the line would be a judicious course of 
“ proceeding. However, he should not 
“ then take up the time of the House by 
“ enlarging on that subject, since he was 
11 confluent such a system would not be as* 
“ serted as practicable. Mr. fc EIIiot next 
“ adverted to a remark which had been 
“ made by his right lion, and learned Iriend 
“ the Attorney General of ’Iieland, and 
“ which he could not notice without some 
11 apology to the House, as itliad little rc- 
f‘ Ihtion to the merits of the present ques- 
“ tkm, being entirely an argumentnm ad Jt»- 
“ ntlnem . His learned friend had stated, 
" that he (Mr, Elliot) had expressed no dis, 
** approbation of laws of a sfnilar tendon- 
“ cy while hi sat in the parliament of W-. 
“ land. It was true, that, while he, was in 
that parliament, one or two acts passed, 
“ authorising a levy of volunteers by boun- 
“ ly in ^pigmentation of the militia. He 
“ had, howeifor, always entertained consi- 
" durable prepCfsessions against * that- sys- 
“ l«-in of military policy, and Experience 
“ had confirmed them. But his foamed 
“ friend had realty spoken, as he (Mr. 
“ Elliot) had been a principal instrument in 
“ forming the militia ot Ireland. Now the 
lf fact v\*hs, that he was appointed to the 
War-office id Ireland in the anawnttr ol 
P M 17 y( 3 , at which period ^he militia liaJI 
l “ bean raised betwefix twocand lliret 
** ^years, anji Bfe found it armed, arrayed 
*/* $nd encamped.. What did his leatucv 
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fri«ndU*»etfee Ml in 

“ such circumstances? pid he mean to 
“ suggest that he ought, from bis place in 
“ parliament, to have proposed the dissolu- 
“ tion of the establishment iiwthe midst of 
44 war? That he believed would not have 
* 4 been, thought a veiy safe or well-tyned 
“ measure. But the case "was now wide* 
“ ty different. On the conclusion 'of the 
“ late war, the militu*establishment of Ire- 
“ land .was disbanded, not disembodied, 
*• but actually dissolved; and the question 
“ before the House was, whether the in- 
* stituYion was to be revived in a shape 
“ calculated, at a most critical conjuncture,* 
“ to cut up the general recruiting service 
“ by the veiy root. He could not conclude 
“ without making an observation on what 
44 had fallen from the Secretary at War,* 
“ who had imputed \o him, that, after 
44 having sounded an alarm through the 
“ country, he was now throwing obstruc- 
44 tions in the way of the public service. He 
“ must rem&rk, that it did not very well be* 
^ 44 come the right honourable gentleman to 
* 44 reproach him with alarms, just at the 
44 conjuncture when his Majesty's minis* 
44 ters, though rather late to be sure, began 
44 to participate in those alarms. He how - 
‘"ever, avowed the inlenLion of giving the 
44 alarm upon the present bill. He was 
44 most anxious to impress parliament with 
44 a full ^ense of its dangerous tendency; 
44 for, if there was a measure more calcu- 
44 luted than another, to prostrate this coun- 
44 try at the foot of a foreign foe, it was 
44 surely that which, in the present perilous 
44 crisis, slfould contribute to the annihila- 
44 tton*of the recruiting means of thtf em- 
14 pire. It had been insinuated both against 
44 his right honourable friend (Mr. Wind* 
44 hana| and himself, that tbeywCie now 
41 endeavouring to cast a^danip upon the 
44 ardour of the countryiNuThfs ufiis cer-s 
44 tainly a new charge against his light lio- 
44 nourable friend and himself.- Neverlhe- 
** lass, it might be well founded. They 
44 might have changed their conduct. He 
44 trusted, however, they Would be found 
44 consistent He believed, there were no 
44 two members of that House more dcsi- 
44 r<As of calling forth the mind and spirit 
■** of tiro country than his right honourable 
44 friend and himself. But there might be 
44 a difference of opinioniu respect to the 
44 best mode of accomplishing that objects* 
•« Itjeui, he though!, a part ot true wis- 
f “ dom, as ,!¥*r as of genuine courage, |o 
44 loot a4 the intending danger i* its fu4 
t‘ # extent. There was no piety in the de* 
44 » lusion which covered it ^ e i ther j pr oqpjfhc 


s#wutrs 


_ [10 

44 parliaaeatW >j&mt ‘tip'jprisphs. In order 
44 to apportion our eflfaM to the emergen- 
44 cies of fyr situation,' wy ought to know 
*h4he full measure of our peril. In the 
44 £vcnt oFa fresh contest the country ought 
44 to be prepared for great and trying sa* 

44 crifices. He had rtevertepresenlea wai* 
“ .otherwise than as'a great calamity, but 
,* 4 *he bad stated, and he retained the opi- 
4< *d[on, that it might Qpove a less danger* 

44 ous, and certainly a mop: honourable ptb- 
44 dicament, than a jjanfiverance in a series 
44 of submissive councils. if the country 
44 was rousgd to a full seh*e of the peril of 
44 its situation, and was to understand 
44 fhe^real ground and principle of the con- 
“ test, (for herfarnestly depiecated the in- 
“ jurious policy of slidmg»the nation into a 
44 war in darkness and obscurity,) he was 
44 persuaded that we should fifid in the peo- 
“ pie that prudent, coura geous, ^ersev ei- 
44 mg, patient, fortitude, wmcnliad darned 
“ this country through many arduous and 
“ painful struggles. He was convinced 
“ that, with an adequate impression of our 
44 danger, and a due consciousness of the 
“ justice and soundness of our cause, we 
“ should, with one united ctforj'resolve, 
44 either successfully to support the ancient 
44 fabric of our laws, rights, .liberties, and 
“ independence, or to perish under the 
“ ruins of an edifice, winch no ingenuous 
44 or rational itiind could be anxiousdp sur- 
44 vive; for beyond it there was no retreat, 
“ no refuge, no consolation. It was maj- 
“ ter of aw ful reflection, that if this country 
44 fell, the last jsyium of the tivTIfoed worid 
44 was^onc. These were the reasons whichf 
41 induct'd him to wish thatw&4'°uld, as Jar 
44 as we were able,*preserve the means of 
“ the nation collected and unimpaired. It 
44 was a painful task to him Wi object to any 
44 arrangement connected with the defence 
“ and .security of the jountrj ; but he Aid 
44 pot make an exaggerated statement of 
44 his opinion, jwhen he declared That, if a 
44 board of French general otficeis had sat 
44 fat the purpose of devising the most ef- 
44 fectual mode of sapping to their found* 

44 tion the military strength and resources 
44 of this empire, they could not, in his 
44 judgment, havecontuved a measure bet- 
44 ter adapted to the accomplishment of 
44 that object, (ten the resolution contained 
44 in th8 report upon thp table.”——Not 
much more th^n three months atter this 
speech was deliv ered, a?id before the lush 
militia were half got together even intel¬ 
ligent roan from that country, not influenced 
by a job, either in existence or in embryo, 
was ready to declsfta openly, that, unless 
B 3 
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1 ** raaiutalnea, to -eufl 
,r crusting service ^ 

* lutely to frustrate.^ 

*'• resources of due opfl i tit sy. ~ I3»t a^ei 

combine a considerable augiuentatlorf l of 
tie local forthwith thqVcrufting service 
“ of the army wife, tbe »$dMcd,*atiincon- 
"■ m prur.us system. It was.to present^atdufees 
" mfnts to men*fo,,.|taji at home, at tbeH 
J’t same. time that lnvitst'orw wete held opt ■ 
to thorn for cnhfetmgSjt fcjr.general service. 

" A ptentiun^ was"(mered, -with one hand 
" against the bounty which was tendered 
L rt with the other. Fbr*tbes£ reasons, he 
" had always *hc$tght the original institution 
*• of the Scotch militia an injudicious ar- 
*“ rangemeiit; and he waaeur^rts auginen. # 

• ’** tatiou would tfp a persevCrafice in a very* 
*-* injurious errljr. It might, perhaps, be 
" said, that the number of mgn proposed 
“ to beTiOd.ri«ras not large. For the es- 
" tent of the country, however, he alleged, 

“ it was not inconsiderable. It might pro 
** bably be stated, that the measure was not 
“ tp be carried into effect, unless in case of 
“ the danger pf ioVBsipn, :jor some pressing 
“ emergency. To that he should answer, 

“ that it was not evident’that it would be 
“ necessary even in the event of invasion, 

“ to increase thg militia j for if a consider- 
" able portion of transferable force was in 
" the kingdom in. such ap exigency, it, 
I** uhuld bejis applicable for the purpose of 
■** defence as a local fatco. But- if 'such a 
measure should prove requisite,' the intor- 
** ventkvuaf parliament might tlicp be used j 
. “ and if it was not sitting,* it could be cou- 
“ vened soon enough to give its sanction to 
.*• die mcature. The bill, however, did not 
“ limit the measure to,the event of invasion, 

• " but extended it to any otber grecft enter- 
•- “ genry, which words vested in the govern- 
,‘Vmeut a complete discretion on the sub- 
•• jeil. A great emergency might, for in- 
stancfs, be the cornrtiqncerncut of a War, 

** tbe very cat Juncture at \JkiehJit sbr>u!d 
“ mast J0>rcease such a measure, Iftydiort, 

" he dcsiied 10 be understood as objecting 
“ to tbe principle of the arrangement, since 
it led to a system, which was fiipd-imont-* 
•*' ally vicious, an^whtch appeared So'him 
to be directly the reverse to that which io 
, “ the event of a war, it would be expedient 
for this country to adop\"—Not*’, 1 ask 

• by observing and impaitial man, whether 
^hese opinion* base not already been veri¬ 
fied-? We are givingYrom 35 to 50 guineas 
for, recruits for the Arm)*of Reserve, recruit* 

—_ _* ... 
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thousand tecroft* for. the regular may, mn 
thousand of. Whom have, in one way -or 
another, each individual ef tbejga dost / 
country fifty guineas, at the. least £artbi»jtf' 
previous to his jlining a regular regiment !-*r 
But, yhat did Mr. Windham say, uponth# • 
occastt4 alluded to ? ^He said, “ he concur* 

'• n-d with every tiling that had been ad- 
“ vantfFd by his honourable friend; (Mf. HI* 

" liot) nut ihooght he had not gone for 
" enough. Not only any clause ofaflsebiH, 

" but its whole principle ought to be op- 
" posed ■, as it went to layout tlfc force of 
“ the country in a defensive instead of ao 
“ offensive army, tie did not wish to see the 
^ u militia tatally'extinguisbed ; vet he thought, 

• '* that instead of iiifciearing its numbers, it 
“ ‘ought to be reduced below the old establish - 
“ merit, both in Scotland apd England, and 
“ never to be augmented except in cases of 
" emergency. To one consideration he 
“ Would patticularly call the attention of 
" the House.: every compulsory force rm-» 

,l ph yed in raising men must necessarily 
“ incrtMse tbe difficulty of voluntary recruit- , 
“ ing, as it takes away the fair competition, 

“ and thus raise* the bounty; as ?ppearfsd 
“ in the late war, where it rose to 15 gni- 
“ ueas, instead of one guinea, the usual 
“ price formerly given. The reason of this 
“ was evident: it was absolute!^ necesssary 
■* to allow the employing substitutes. PfSo- 
" pie in certain circum-tances gave any 
** price for substitute*, rather than serve 
“ themselves; the consequent* ua3, that 
“ the premium for substitutes was known-to 
** be enormously high, and of course the price 
“ of,recruits for the regular army was raia- 
,f ed in proportion. Finn these a^ many 
" othpr conridetlfions, he wa^i decided foe 
, ” to tbe flvitifjy^stem; be considered a re- 
gular army as -tbe .most proper aid beat 
defence frf the country This debate 
took place, a? I have tsAfore observed, og the 
31st of lVjay, 1802 i Mr. York© was present 
at the tirin!; aad, which is singular enough-.. 
scarcely opened m^muth in reply./He yyas, 
as yet, little schooled in the w*ays of,thef‘Ad¬ 
dingtona and Hawkesburies; -he WM, as y^t, 
in'-qpable of charging Mr. Wiadiup. wrtft 
having, as Re.retary at War, “sAtgmetuM 
** the mililiii," or with having “ suffered rt 
to be 8qgment *d," Still, as 1 hasr^tlready 
declared, I would ftdn believe, tte^wliei* 
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one 2 a^ost^ believe, that wffien Mr. Yorite , 
made dm a*ertion, be bad totally forgotten 
the occurrences of the 3 lit of bfay, 1802 j 
but, I nevej^cap believe, that it i» recon* 
cHpable either to that dignitytor that manli- 
new of character, which I always look for In 
Ms, Yorke, to have bo ipoken in Parliament 
at |tn have furnished the sentimeots, afld al¬ 
most the very words, wfierewith a Tifeasury 
Hireling has dressed oat the most sbitoefal 
• calumnies.—It should be> observed, that the 
object, Which this writer has in view, in'mis¬ 
representing the conduct of Mr. Elliot and 
this part of die conduct of Mr. Windham, is, 
to inculcate a belief, that the objections 
which they made to the militia system'arose 
from their desire to embarrass the ministers, 
aod to retard, if not obstruct altogether, tbe 
warlike preparations of those wise and vi¬ 
gorous gentlemen j and, it must be confess¬ 
ed, that the language made? use of by Mr. 
Yorke, aod by others in the same debate, 
evidently led to such a conclusion ; bur, that 
this conclusion was false, that it was a most 
gross error, or most malignant misinterpre- 
9 tatiori, no doubt can, 1 think, be entertained. 
Their objections arose from their anxious 
defire to prevent the source of ihe recruiting 
service from being dried up; and, who will 
now deny, that n would be happy tor the 
country, if that desiie had been gratified* 
Who, that Ifcoks at the bloated accounts ot 
volunteer corps, army oi reserve, and militia, 
and compares them with the meagre skele¬ 
ton returns of the regular army, the only 
army on which we can safely idy tor de¬ 
fence, a (id on whit h we can possibly rely .for 
offence; who, that makes this comparison 
pud that considers what may be the fatal 
ronsequfpces of a protracted aod inglorious 
war, c|ti help jprely lamenting, that the opi¬ 
nions of Messrs. Elliot and W^dham did uot 
prevail that their advice was not followed, 
and that they had not the power to, prevent, af 
well the sagacity t« foresee, apd the inte¬ 
grity to foretell, the effects of the system to 
.which, .they objected ? # * 

Here l*c)osf my observations on that part 
of the Cursory Remarks, which contains 
mifrepcemntattons and calumnies that the 
Accurate Observer found it too troublesome 
OT too difficult to answer. In observing 
upon the remarks, which relate to Ml*. Elliot, 
I have been obliged to inpffide thoge* which, 
on the nagicnlar subject* of the miUtia force, 

; felate also to Mr«*\\findhani.—I-should now 
proceeds in nj^ analytical and comparative) 
view of the two pamphlets, as far ft ib«y 
reflite to tbe imrliamentaiy cocpduct ot Mr, 
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Canning, Mb. J*7od- 

bam; but, for.want of room, I hud myself 
Compelled to qefer it to my next. 

(to continued.} 


INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreign*— According to' late accounts 
from-India, the Peishwa has been enthroned at 
Pdbaah, with great pomp, amidst the eon- 
gratulations of an hundretUffiousand people. 
—Scindea has not broken up his camp, but it* * 
is supposed will besiege rfijdoor, the capital of 
Holkar, who, inconsequence of the deser¬ 
tion of great nembers of his'tror ps, and the 
’want.of provisions, is in greA distress.*—Ma- 
dajee Bdbnslah, the chief of tne eastern Mah- 
rattas, has formed^n additional alliance with 
•the Company, of a very advantageous nature. 
—Mullia Rao has yet eluded riiFYigdancc of 
the Hill chigfs in the Guzzurat; and al¬ 
though Futty Sing Guicuar lia^jMsdUull bis 
influence witli the Rajahs who are interested 
in the cause, he lias yet been unsuccessful. 
—T be trade between Persia and the Com¬ 
pany, has been opened in its full extent, ac¬ 
cording to the treaty concluded with tbe Per¬ 
sian ambassador; and the imports during 
tbe three first months have exceeded all ex¬ 
pectation*--Letters from China i^ave been 
received at Bombay, which represent that 
country to be generally tranquil, aliltough 
png Fong, a daijng chief, is at the lirsd of 
a rebellion in the nurth, with nearly 5C,®00 
followers—The ports of the'Hfeurian Re¬ 
public have not yet been blockaded by the • 
ships of bis Britannic Majesty; but, foe mer¬ 
chants ar* so appi%hemive of that event, that 
the commerce of* the country has been suf¬ 
ficed to dwindle into arffote of Comparative 
insignificance.—The Emperor of Germany 
has authorized the establishment of a General . 
Consistory for the Piotestant 'Churches ia 
Gallicia. He has, also, appointed M- Met* 
f card. Secretary of the ftoyal and Imperial 
Legation to the Circle ot Franconi%— 1 The 
Elector of'Metz, Arcfi-Ghancellor, has named 
Baron,Franckeuttieo Minuter Plenipotentia¬ 
ry to die Electoral Court of Bavaria.—The 
Grecian Prince Argitopte, who has been, for 
fix years* foe Charge d’Affaires of the Su¬ 
blime Borte, in Holland, has returned te 
Constantinople-—Gen. Lasnes, the French 
ambassador at Lishpn has been recalled* AM, 
it is said lass beenpppointed to an i 
command in the army intended for the tavaf* 
sioo of England.—AccouiUs from the West-* 
Indira, received by tbft way of Philadelphia 
state that .the Frenoh troops have been aj-» 
most expelled from the islaad of St.Domin- 
gu Pn t de-Paix hi( been taken possession 
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of by*th* negroes 5' who alsomadeprisoners j officers •tt^^be parHdularly jyatchful in 
of the garrison, consisting of five hundred j discovering rin^h persons,,and bringing theta 


u men. Hochambeau continues at the Cape, 
but is dcsiroul of getting jo the place gene¬ 
rally railed St. Domingo ; lliistj hQwevcj/lhe 
negroes will not suffer, as four thousand of 
them occupy the intermediate country. AH, 
the places which have been takeif by the ships 
•of the British blockading squadron,’hjtve 
betfn given tip to the negroes, who treat the 
•inhabitants, cs Bellas the French pfisont-rs 
with great hnmnnitwr l’ort-au-Piir.ce is in 
a state of equal distress. Great numbers of 
the inhabitants June fled to St. Jagode Cuba; 

and Declines Itas summoned the town ta 
# c w 
surrender. *G/n. Lavnlet, who commands 

there, has refused, and has dt clareVl his re¬ 
solution ot lidding otit t« "the last extreny- 
ty : but the want of piovisions will sourt 
■ compel him losubmit.—The American Con¬ 
gress is occupied in discux-iiig subjects re- 
lating^,““.. l rj -lession of Louisiana : the levy 
of the'tnilitary force, which they authorized 
to be raised for taking possession of that co¬ 
lony, is carried on w ith great expedition. 

, Domestic:. —The King has been pleased 
to appoint diaries Cameron. Esq. to be Cap¬ 
tain General and Governor in Chief in and 
over lifs Maje-ty’s Bahama Islands in Arne 
tica.—He has, also, been pleast-cT^o appoint 
the Right 1Hon. Percy, I-ordViscount Strang- 
ford? lobe his Majesty’s Secretary of l ega¬ 
tion at the Court of Lisbon.— He has, also, 
be?n pleased to grant to the Hon. Oropley 
Ashley, the office of Clerk of the Deliveries 
• of iheOtdnaiice of the United Kingdom of 
Great Jteuain and Ireland, in the loom of 
Joseph Hunt, Esq.—The yjrmei s ni different 
parts of the country, fearful that their stores 
of corn, lay, straw, &c. would be put into 
requisition, on the landing of an enemv.are 
anxious to dispose of those articles. Great 
quantities have, therefore, been sent to the 
^London markets, from Norfolk, Suffolk,, 
Kent, and Essex -/and sold at a lower rate 
than hes been known fpr a long time.~Mr. 
Yprke has written a letter to the Lords Lieu- 
tfeifant of the counties on the coast, inform¬ 
ing them, that, as Dutch vessels frotnHoliand, 
under Prussian colouts, have been in tip: 

g ttctice of resorting to the cast coast of 
ngjand, for flic double purpose of«cnrrving 
on contraband trade, and conveying intel¬ 
ligence to the enemy, & has been judged 
.proper to direct that they should: in future 
ht prevented fffim doing so, between the.^ 
’"Humber and the»Downs, Yarmouth Roads 
and the Downs excepted: and that as the 
"measures tSken tor tlfls purpose may, iti 
some instances/be dud~d by their putting 
persons clandestinely,^ shore, the peace- 
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before the magistrates for examination; in 
which case the result is to be transmitted, as 
soon as possible, to him.— On the 3d inst. 
the volunteers of Pimlico, styled the Queen's 
Royal Volunteers, received their colours 
f?otn her Majesty. The ceremony of pre¬ 
sentation, which was conducted with great 
pmiik and at \vhic|i many distinguished per¬ 
sons were present, took place at_ Ranclagh. 
An <fkce!lent military band was provided; 
and' Brail im, liu lcdoi’, and several other * 
vocal performers, "dressed in the uniform* of 
the different volunteer corps to which they 
belonged, and the organist add choristers 
fn->m both cathedrals attended. At one 
o'clock the Countess of Hari ingten, who was 
the representative of her Majesty on the oc¬ 
casion, was announced, and ushered into her 
l»ox with all the pomp due to majesty : two 
principal officers ofiiie corps, ami two ladies 
of the Queen’s ‘household waited upon her. 
The band then played “ God save the King,” 
and the two battalions presented arms. St ve¬ 
nd prayers were read by the chaplain of 
the corps, after which a sermon was preached 
by one of her Majesty', chaplains. After the » 
sermon, the coronation anthem was sung 
and played by all the vocal and instrumental 
performers pnvent. Two emigns a captain, 
and six seijeauts from each haital.on tt.cn 
‘•t'-prcJ forward to r< cc.iie th° ci lours; I ord 
ih bait, as commandant, gave the word to 
the whole corps to present arms. The Coun¬ 
tess ot llanington then presented the co¬ 
lours, and Lord Hobart received tin mkneel¬ 
ing, as if the Queen wete personally present. 
IJvr Lady-Lip delivered a speech «f a few 
Voi ds, in a low' tone ; to which Gird Hobart 
returned an answer, in the name of the corps, 
expressive of (lie gratitude which ftb.ey must 
feel for the peculiar honour which had been 
done*thdh», V'd of their resolution to lose 
the colours, only with iheir lives f* God 
.save tiic King" was then plated and sung in 
full chorns, The corps again saluted, and 
theGountess and her attendants withdrew.— 
The last *maik from the Leeward Islands, 
brings intelligence \tf the death of .Gen. 
Greenfield, commander of the British troops 
in that quarter; and of Major Gen. Cle- 
phtiqf, Governor of Grenada. It is said, 
however, that no official accounts to that 
effect have beei^ received.—The same mail 
alto*brings information of the sailing of nu 
expedition against the Batavian«colony cfF 
'St. Enstatin, the defencelfiss jitnte ot whicll 
•left no doubt of its becotflyig an eysytonquesr 
tojus Majesfy’s-arms. # . 

■ - Mili t ary .—-The whole of the French 
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bnd Batavia a military farce itvHollancV and > 
Zealand, including the entire^coast from the* 

1 West Sche!date the Texei, it is said, does 
not exceed forty thousand men, garrisons in¬ 
cluded. One of the principal bodies of the 
disposable fosce is assembled in the neigh¬ 
borhood of t«be Helper, and col-.ivts of about 
seventeen thousand men, chiefly French* 
The army may, however, be, at anytime, 
augmented by any part of f the troops ii^’l ia- 
uover. There is another r mafrarmy of about 
eight thousand men collected in the inland 
•of Waldtrrru, apparently Intended more*for 
defensive than offensive operations. In con¬ 
formity to some late airangpments, the Ba¬ 
tavian tronp<fhave been ordritcl to approach 
marerto the coast, for the purpose of bring 
more contiguous to the ports where the em¬ 
barkations are to be made. Several jorps will 
enter Holland,and lieinDfclft,I.eyden,TIaar 
Jem and Anistcdani, thus forming a Hue to* 
embaik as soon as cyders mnv be received.— 
The legislative, body of the Jtfilian Republic, 
at the' request ef government, has agreed to 
measures for contributing to the expedition 
against England, by a direct aid of naval and j 
land farces. The legislature has therefore j 
provided means to defray the expense of j 
these auxiliaries, and the law cn that subject ■ 
has been proclaimed, li orders the imme- ! 
diate raining of 5,5(X>.000 of Milanese iivres, i 
by a land-tax, payable at a very short pn iud ; t 
which sum ij to be placed at the disposnl of j 
the executive power, for the construction of j 
two frigates and twelve gun-boats, as well as 1 
for the equipment of troops.—’I he greater 
part of the Italian troops, intended lor France, j 
are already <ih their march; the sixth, sc- I 
tenth, anti eighth columns have set out from i 
Milan, on their march, by the way of the*! 
.Simplon and the Valais, to enter the French j 
territory Geneva. The French troops in : 
Italy still keep yheir old pos&ons ; the only [ 
thing new which has taken piay8 is* the rc- t 
ductiontof the g3rnson of Leghorn to fifteen | 
hundred men, in consequence of .a icquest. 
mjjde lo the First Consul by the Queen of 
Etruria. The corps whic h have quitted Leg¬ 
horn hav«*marched for the Neapolitan coasts 
of the-Adrituicplo which place some others 
have repaired front Upper Italy.—In Great- 
Bri tain,•mini stem have given directions that 
the military preparations throughout m the 
country, and particularly on the coasts, shall 
be expedited with all possibly dispatch. Ad¬ 
ditional works arc. erecting in places which 
hSve beghutlmught to ° Auch«exposed ; and 
jffl the troops in Idifterent parrs have been 
ordered- 1 ?» by in a sfcff® of constant readiness. 
—Orders have, also, been issued, from tlte 
Waf Office, to the difleicut courts oflicute- 

«. * . > 


nancy throughout the kingdom, most pe- 
•remptorily requiring, that all the regiments 
.of militia shall be completed to thei xfull 
e.\tablisbment immediately, on pftin of having 
the*fines lyvityl for all short of the comple¬ 
ment—The regiment of Light Dragoons, 
^commanded by his R<?yal Highpess the Prince 
of Wales, vdiich has btt-n for some time 
quartered-at Brighton, has been ordered, 
frdhi that station to Qjuildfotd. The reasons 
for whith this change was id5d>-, arc said io , 
be a regard lor the personal salety oi the 
Heir Apparent. \ 9 

Naval.— 7'he council of marine nf the 
itavian republic has issued ordets to the 
respective vommanders in tl*p mads 6f ti e 
republic,*fcr summoning all superior as well 
ax. inferior navqj officers, and. others absent 
<*u leave, to repliir witliout loss of time to 
their respective ships, and to g’raar no fur- 
* loughs in futiye; and also, that all the na- 
lional ships and vessels of \v,'i»r*', ill )Hlntr,e- 
diateiy put and kept in readiness to Ufe em¬ 
ployed in actual service at the shorten no¬ 
tice.—In consequence of remcu-trnnrcs from 
ihe. municipalities of Vlanrdingcn and Maaj- 
lois, the Batavian government h.>% for the 
present, abandoned the design of requiring 
a numbe.r ol' fishing hookers, on beftrd of 
which it 4f»s intended to transport troops, 
Kc. for the expedition again-t/ireat-Britain. 
---On the Iflth op September last, Caplaiti 
fgaves, of his Majesty's ship Blenhrim, dis¬ 
covered a small schooner privateer oiuT<?a- 
vouring to get into Port-Ro\afT*1ic accord¬ 
ingly dispatched hi- boa's to cut her ofL and 
after a long chase, tiny boarded ;tn<btarried 
her. She proved^ be the French privateer 
Fortunee, of two gun, and twenty-nine men. 
— On the 2i)th nt October, CaptalifVoung- 
liusband, of the Osprey, cruizing off Trini¬ 
dad, discovered the French privateer La Re¬ 
source ; not being able to come up with her 
Jwtxelf, UapL Y. sent his boats to attack* 
her, and notwithstanding the privateer kept 
up a Iftavy fire from tjie guns and musketry, 
theysucceeded in capturing her. She mount¬ 
ed four, guns, and carried forty-three men, 
two of whom were killed aud twelve wound- ' 
enduring the action.-- Capt. Younghusband 
having put Lieut. Collier and sixteen men 
on board she prize, she captured, on the next 
day, the French privateer schooner La Mimi, 
of one gun and twenty-one men.—Op the 
2()lh of December,* om. Hood, in the Ceti- , 
.tanr, cruizing between Tobago and Grenada, 
captured, after a chase of seven hours, die 
Fiench privateer schooner Vigilante, of two 
guus and Iqrty men, besides a grdtit quantity ' 
•of musqoetrv —Admiral Qiruwalhs, for 
whose safety during tk$ the late storms, the 
% 



*3] 1 ( COBSETT^ ANNUAL ILEGlffgJSH. p*. 


public felt *o much anxiety, arrived in Tor- 
bay on the JtOih of Decemboj, accompanied ' 
by the San Joseph and Dreadnought. The 
gallant Admfral, it. is sta^pd, was blown oft' 
Brest, on Friday the 24th, and again attempt¬ 
ed to regain his station but the gale of Tues¬ 
day the 27 th, obliged lnm to return. The, 
ships which came in, had suffeled consider¬ 
ably in their yards, rigging, &c. besidesbtyng 
much strained; but the damage was c soon 
# , repaired, and Admiral Cornwallis, afttr being 
joined by four ’shiny'of the Hue and a fifty- 
gun ship, from Cawsand Bay, which were 
ready to reinforce him, again sailed for Brest; 
and it is believed, that he maybe now on, 
his old station, Admiral Cornwallis,, who 
has now be.en so long at sea, did not quit his 
ship for an instant.—Several cruizers have 
sailed from the Downs for the coast of 
France; and, it is probable, that, by this time, 
the British squadrons in every quarter have ' 
resunfcti-s-^ir blockading stations. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

’Vi’iy 1 ur Win-amok.— From the following j 
T>a i .-vsi’ cu h; bern extracted from a 
ir.imsLcria! paper, there is some reason t 
suppose, that the Doctor has conceived .lie ! 
idea of triumphing over the linances of j 
Buonaparte, , That of all his follies tliL I 


him outWhilst taxes ire imposed 
*' by the legislature, and chearfully acqui- 
" escedin by the people, to an. a mount that 
“ would appear incredible to even an Eng- 
" lishmatv ten years since; the burthen is 
“ so wisely and so equally diffcued, that it 
“ is comparatively little felt, and universally 
,r submilted to without murmur. Every 3 d- 
“ tiitional impost has been regulated in such 
“ a manner as to affect each individual in 
" proportion to his means, and, the great- 
" eA tenderness has been shewn to the 
,f poorer classes, *by excepting them, in all 
cases where the operation of' the tax 
" might prove injurious or oppressive. The 
'• boasted finances of France,*on the con- 
“ trary, are in a state of rapid decay. The 
“ public revenues have, in many instances, 
“ been anticipated, and their produce, for 
,r some years to come, raised in advance, and 
“ applied to the support of the present war. 
“ Neutral nations - have been plundered, 
t( and allied states compelled to make ad- 
" varices by way of loan, to prop the vaunl- 
“ ed resconrces of the republic; yer, such 
“ lies been the extravagance of the French 
“ government's plans, or the wanl of pru- 
“ dcii< e and economy in the proscccution 
*■ of dici ; at it has been compelled to 
“ report to tlie most unjust, oppressive, and 
“ shameless svstem of extortion, in the 


would be the greatest thert-can be no doubt; « shape of taxes, that ever disgraced the 
but, first let hear him.*,and tlmn put hipi “ administration of any civilized govern- 

ri^fit if we can: " The nature of our <• menl."-'i'hat the impositions of the 

“ financial measures," says he, “ mint French government are unju.t and oppress 
* *• prove to France, to Europe, and to the sive is very likely; but, that'any thing, in 
wodd, that British resources arc as ex- the shape of a tax, can, by the French or 
“ haustless as tlie British spirit is incx- any other government, be nitre detestable 
#i tinguishable. We may now retort on tlmn the Doctor's income tax I utterly deny. 
,f the fai* tyrant his charge of approaching *]t is not the amount of it; that is not too 
“ bankruptcy, and appeal to Europe 10 de- great; and, besides, it is as well to pay 
** cide on e which side the charge is best undo that name as unde.r any other name ; 

founded.-Twelve millions of the sup- it j$ the abominable principle of it tiiat I 

«" plies raised within tbo year, in addition dislike,’thaWabhor, and that, let who will 
** to an aggregate of taxes already in opera- dillcr from me in opinion, I sliali always 

*' dot, unexampled jn the history Bf any .qblior.-The French revenues are antici- 

*' nation, furnish too cAtvincing a proof of pated; their produce, for some y«irs to 
'*f what ihe finances of Britain are.capable cotne, has been “ raised in advance, and 
•* of yielding, to be overturned by rhe art- « applied to the support of the present war!" 
“ ful representatives of French scribbler^.’’ What, in the name? of common tense, dees 
—*~Rtiscd! no, no, not raised, enacted, the Doctor mean? Does he’speak of a 
Imposed by law, if you please but not borrowing system ? Has die French’govero- 

■ luijed yet. The fir>t quarter produced little meqt been making loans ? Has it begun to 

wore than l*#tf a million; die second may, saddle 'he nation with a debt ? If so, Buo- 
. .probably, produce tbreo half millions, and napartehas myjmost hearty thanks ; for, he 
.not much mofe than that, though the pro.* win, insth&t casey give our grand-children a 
- doce to the 5tb>of diis month was estimated cbanceof seeing France such, in fclii*-respect, 
It four millions an<f a half. Not a penny of as England now is. * Bbt-1 am afraid Ufa 
*■ the incorrfe tax has yet been raised; and ' notiqn is not correct ; afraid* that the 

this source w4s to produce 4,500,000 I. out* Cionsul has made no loans ; and, they, it 

*f tbe 1 2,000,000jv — — But, let us hear ^J olJfl.w s, of course, that what the Doctor 
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calls an anticipation of the revenue, is, hav¬ 
ing made thf people pay bef&re-hand, which 
may, as far as I know, be to deceive those 
people; but I am certain it is vejy far from 
proving thatjhey are impovensiied, and still 
less is it a.mark of the " rafid decay" of 
tfap resources of*the government. The 
Doctor thinks be has atchieved great things 
in imposing a considerable portion of the 
taxes that are wanted wilhirfthe year; were 
he to raise*‘during the year, nearly as’much 
• money ns the necessities of the state* de¬ 
manded Tor that space of licue, he would be 
regarded as the greatest of men; what, then, 
are we to think of Buonaparte, who raises 
in the year all that be wants during that 
year! But lie raises them “ in advance.” 
Could the Doctor raise taxes in advance 
what a happy man woulcbhe be! *He, poor 
man, is obliged to wait till they are due *, 
and, he thinks himself well oil, if he can 
get them then. The truth is, this ministe¬ 
rial paragraph lias neither sense nor reason 
in it; but, its object evidently is, to revive 
that most foolish and dangerous notion, that 
France is to be beaten by the ruin of her 
finances ; and, to defeat this object, to shew 
how fallacious is the notion, and to convince 
thT people that France is to be beaten only 
hv warlike exertions, ought to be the en¬ 
deavour of every one, who writes or speaks 
upon public affairs.— Of all the nations upon 
earih the English are the greatest dupes ; 
and, of all the English, the greatest duprs are 
those, who dabble in politics aud the funds, 
and who are never to be cured. Their 
eullibility is* of a nature not to be subdued 
!<v (he effects either of time or suffering. 
I’heir folly is as obstinate as that of the biuif 
which, after having, for ten years together, 
made tej thousand attempts every day, to 
get through jjie wire of his cage, begins 
the eleventh year with unabraLperasverancv. 
flow ^nany times did Mr. Pitt tell them, 
that the last war was “ a war of. finance ?" 
How # many scores of pamphlets, how many 
thousands of paragraphs were written to 
.prove, ^that, if we would lyit Bold out a 
•littlejonger, jjhc resonates of thr bankrupt 
enertty must totally fail her ? In order to 
convince us, that the assignats and mandats 
must inevitably produce the, utter ruin of 
France, ffnd biing her regicide rulers fo our 
feet, how many mams of paper did Sir 
Francis D'ivernois render still moje worth¬ 
less ibarren those assignats and mandats 5 
^Sir Fr.iKcls has lately, if we can trust to his 
#‘advcrt,iwmentsyrejT«iacbed Buonaparte with* 
a breach "of five piomisi*?. How^miyiv 
pnJmi.scs, alas! has Sir Francis broken', 
And, yet, were !^e to retomu/eacs liiS "pi'd- 5 
•» .* • 


1 pheci^k it is j thousand to one hut he 
would find believers in abundance. Such 
is the credolitf, such the infatuation, ot * 
thiVfchervqfed/noney-loving race.-—Of all 
the Errors tliat we cau adopt, this is the 
worst j this is infinitely the most dangerous. 

*Our wealth»will never save us. It will not 
givp us a victory over so much as a foraging, 
party*: it will not procure us a respite for 
half ai* hour; and,*really/ if we do hope 
to triumph in consequence* of the drain * 
which time may call forVrom the treasures 
of Buonaparte, we neither shall, nor ought, 

Jo escape that punishment, d'hich such tolly 
*and baseness have never yei'.faiiecf, first or 
last, to Bring upon its possessors. 

Pakties.]— Uftpn this subject the public 
anxiety is uncommonly great! All men of 
sense have Jong been convinced, that a 
change, not js the Ministry, but of the Mi¬ 
nistry, is necessary to give the even 

a chance of extricating itself from life great 
and numerous dangers, with which it is 
now surrounded. But, till lately, there no 
where appeared any hope. All the gre3t 
men of the, kingdom; all those io whom 
either tho people, or foreign courts, could 
possibly look w r ith any degree of confidence, 
seemed U**be so completely divided, as to 
check every wish that arose otfe's mind ax 
to their coalescing in the. form of a ministry, 

S r a party, it ijt an old saying, that, when 
tings are at worst, they must mend; atTBj as 
our state was nearly, if not qulfSVas bad as it 
could be, hope, at last, seemed to grqwout • 
of despair. A change fos the worsens im¬ 
possible ; «nd, 1 %ru inclined to think, that 
we shall see a clfange fbr the better. Not 
(hat I set so little values upon my*imputation 
for political sagacity, a$ to hazard an opinion, 
that the. Doctor will, before he has brought 
the Monarchy to the very gates*of death, be 
driven from his ill-gotten and worse exer¬ 
cised pow r er; but, it does appear to me, 
that lie and his colleagaes will not b$ much 
longer suffered t(/sleep upon a bed of roses, 
while they keep the people of a mighty em¬ 
pire upon the rack.-—Precisely what shape 
paities will take, how men will group toge¬ 
ther, and hew, at last, the, two opposite 
sides will stand, it is very difficult to say. 
With the minor politicians, amongst whom 
1 include myself, fhe great subject of spe¬ 
culation i«, what ^course Mr. Pitt will pur-^ 
sue. Supposing Mr. Fox,* Mr, Windham, 
Lord Grenville, and their sespective friends, 
to co-opciale against *the Minister; there 
will, in tlint case, h- tlnee nuklcs of pro- ‘ 
(ceding, oct of which Mr.*Pitt must make 
his election, t. To jsjin the opposi lion ; 2. 
To join the Minister • 3 To Recede from P«tr- 
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liamenf; for, 3S to the little gainc-pf mo¬ 
tions of adjournment and oh previous ques- 
*■ tion, 1 think, and, for his frname and fame’s 
sake, I do sincerely hopt, that he never will 
try that again, seeing that‘1 Tievek 1 have, 
from the date ot .Mr Patten's motion to the 
present hour' met with any,man, of anf 
politics or any party, who did not cbpdemn 
' thp part, which Mr. Pitt, by the adijicS* of 
Lord Melville.Ohen condescended to act.— 

»' Each of the. three purses, above described, 
must present con/dWable difficulties to Mr. 

. Pitt; yet, d hope, there can be little doubt 
as tow hit. li l.c will prefer- for, as in the 
case pf Achilles, by his choice will his cha¬ 
racter be. knotvu.—In the meantime, the 
camp iti Dow ning Street and Whitehall is 
all upon the alert ; the feafs of a foreign, 
have giver, •place to the fears of a domestic 
invasion and. it is confidently stated, that* 
the iuur.e nervous of the set" have already 
beguq to reconnoitre the ground for a re¬ 
treat. Mr. Sheridan, in his more fortunate 
days, once compared Lord Castlm.agh to a 
boy who had been let down the (.luniney, 
it*r the purpose of opening the door and let¬ 
ting in the gang; and, without a wish to 
speak .irreverently, when I look at the mi¬ 
nisters, in then present state, they really force 
upon my'recollection pictures that 1 have 
seen in the windows, describing the anxidv 
and agitation of a ne-t of sharpers, when 
\\wtp hear the constables knocking at the 
door. God send their alarm may not he in 
„ vain ! Their press, though it begins to 
flag,' is yet most ^bitter and boi-lcrous. The 
cry of “ coalition ” hasjsindeed^been fairly 
coughed down ; but, that %l “ prerogative" 
and “ uemtilution" soil braves the scorn of 
common sense ; an3, as they may, possibly, 
be heard till the mefting of Parliament, it 
may not* be altogether unnecessary to be- 
stow a few remarks on the way, in which 
they have been, # and yet are, employed.— 
It has frequently been observed, that the 
modesty of the Addihgtsms and their col- * 
leagues very far surpasses the assurance of 
* the common run of mankind, of which, it 
there wanted any proof, the doctrines day 
are now preaching up, as to the duty of 
porting Ministers, would most amply a fiord 
it.— The constitution,” say they, “ gives 
“• the King tbe prerogative of choosing his 
’“.Ministers; he has \hoscn jhe prescut 
"*■ Minister*, and they ought to he support - 
. *’ ed; bt cause [hey arc tbe King’s ckoict !"* 

To argue a again.* this would be to give 
* a sanction rfo ssur-ncty, but, as to the latter , 
- position, I shall duty the fail. 1 say the* 
pre.-ent Ministers are: tut the King's choice.. 
They were ehuicn^by Mr^iitt, who, to 


the ‘credit of Lord Hawkesbury be it 
spoken, had ‘considerable difficulty in per¬ 
suading that nobleman to make part of the 
cabinet. Not so with the Doctor, who 
jumped at it, as, before Mr. Pitt discovered 
his rare qurlities, he would fiavc done at a 
half-guinea See. But, ‘to the mortification 
of “ the family," it ought to be known, that 
the place of prime minister was first offered 
by Mr. Pill ttvMr! Dudley Rider, now Lord 
Hayr.'wby, who had the modeSty to refuse 
it. * Then, and not till then, was Mr. Henry 
Addington thought of, even by*Mr. JPitt. 
And yet, these people now affect to regard 
themselves as having been selected by the 
tin one, not only as ministers, but as the 
only men that his Majesty could, or can, 
think of trusting with ministerial power! — 
Towards tbe close of the I reasury pamphlet, 
the Cursory Remarks, they have very elabo¬ 
rately laid dow'n their doctrine of official im¬ 
mortality : I protest',” says the author, 

“ that, in this fearful crisis.of our country, 
“ 1 hope, that wc. have no other cause, no 
“ other into. c*f, but hers! that we contend 
“ not for patrons hut for duties, not for pnr- 
tics but for the state ; and wc all rally 
“ around our sovereign and hit mini - 
“ ter-, bis lieutenants, and bis gom.als, 
“ around all who have his confident e and 
“ conmii-sion. I am sure this is tlio faith 
“ of the constitution, and that by this aloue 
‘‘ vjc rati be saved." By tkft “ we ” the 
Addingtons and the Hawkesbnries mean 
themselves j for, as to the people, they are 
to be saved, if saved at all, by causing, as 
far as then right and power go, the present 
ministers to be hurled from their places. 
. \ rs, and where is the man, who does not 
rahy round his sovereign ? but, where is the 
man who would not be ashamed to be thought 
to rafly round the ministers ? Observe how 
they.huve neyff^A themselves into the folds 
of the royal rube '. how anxious they are to 
identify themselves with the king, and thus, 
'at once, to preserve their power and io get 
rid of all responsibility. “ Our sotfeteign 
“ and bis iujfristcr.s, bis lieutenants, and hit 
•' generalsjust as if the jnotd*/hs had .’a 
talismanic virtue in it; just as if.it could, or 
ought, to shelter ministers from impeach¬ 
ment any more than it shelters generals trom 

coufts-martial!-Having thus Caid down a 

creed for us, they proceed to state, that, be¬ 
sides that the efr^u instance. of their being the 
king's minister;, gives them a right to unani¬ 
mous support, lbeie Srejno otht^TWrsons ,•;> 
make ministers of. Jl ‘ ‘What," .say they, 
“ w^iuld be tbe situation of ihf country (at 
** this trisis of foreign danger, internal AlHi- 
f". a^iity, and' lfisli rebellion) under a minis- 
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" |ry, [tho late ministry] whom it ftrould 
' ** be iu the power of the m®st insignificant 
. " member ih the House to displace at any 
“ moment, by simply bringing forward the 
" Irish Catholic question ?" 1Vby\ his should 
be; henu this should be done, they do not 
tell us ; bur, thus* they effectually set asijje 
IVff. Pitt, Lord Grenville, and Mr. Wind¬ 
ham. • They then proceed to the old opposi¬ 
tion. and observe, that, they,“are not aware 
“ of more*|han one case, iu which Mr. Fox 
“ and his minority” [pitting his in Italic 
character*’] “ could be considered as a possi- 
“ ‘ble administration, ancf that is, the success 
“ of the itjj’asion, or soma orher^reat dis- 
“ aster which would lay us at the feet of 
“ France. He might, perhaps, be t!i<vwii> 

" president of the Btit an tin llepttldie. but 
" there is little prospect of his aver being 
“ the minister of an English King,” Hency. 
they conclude, that " his Majesty's minis- 
“ lers have a right to all qur support, co- 
“ operation, and assistance; that we should 
“ not dan *at this letrible hour, to in- 
“ crc.ise their difficulties, diminish their crc- 
“ (lit, or sli il.e the confidence of the people ; 

“ that vvi- ought not to bring foiward se- 
• “ nou.s causes of complaint, d they existed, 
•*Wal u time when unanimity alone can pre- 
“ serve tin-empire; that nt should 
“ derthem ah trai tediy as the km 's mmis- 
“ ters; that they iuv c been fa'a!,i.ii, able, . 
“ vigorous# and foitunnle, and that wc j 
“ ought to trust tlicv will couliauc so; but, 

“ that, at all events, under them see »:u t liy.Lt 
44 tor all dial is deal and sucreJ to luimuui- 
" ty ; by thfi si/c we must conquer ir he 
“ awt ; l fiat tlieie is m oil,a patty Jor t ■* to 
“ take, Tind there is no duty more imperious 
“ and binding.”——Modest gentlemen; 

“ No other party for us to take!” ^Such 
a-miranA* was certainly nevei be fort exhi- 
bited*i:t the vforld. Il i> flk-<m|yle[y w ithout 
a parallel. We have never Before seen, or * 
heaxftjf, any tiling like it.—Upon the prin- 
< : pies of their creed, that I have cited 
«boA:, they appear to have drawn up the 
prayer, which, on account pf tfac present 
*. war, has been introduced Itito the liturgy. 

“ And let nrt internal division* obstruct his” 
[the king's designs | “ designs for the pub- 
“ lie good, noi bring down Thy judgments 
<l upon*is." What is meant by *• intfinal 
“ division ?'' and divisions, too, calculated 
to obstiuet the king’s (that is to say his ipinis- 
Jlcrs’) drogn-,? lusiirrecyjihaml rebellion can-* 
m not l»4wrc alluded, to : divisions would have 
t been V erm 1* no^means ajiplicable to acts 
of thrit sort. Tin: phrase must, and ft does„ 
as»it was evidently intended, jmean, guj at 
leftst, include, political divisions', and, aiii 
by no mean^singular in the.ppiqion, that, as 
0 

» % 


, far as Ibewiews of the ministers went, one 
objcctSf this jfart of the prayer was, to ex¬ 
cite a general cfcead of the consequences of • 
divisions of every s*rt (not' forgetting divi¬ 
sion s»jn pirlicfmcnt,) and thereby to tlirow 
an odium on, to c^uik, and finally to de- 
• stroy, all opposition. ——] irusty however, that • 
divisions as to political opinion', and that a 
.stftiyious apposition to ministers, will, ipp 
many ^ases, he found, notyniy strictly con¬ 
formable to, but enjoined by„ the Sjcred ob-*s*« 
ligations of allegiance Wind, if ihi, opposi¬ 
tion vvas ever called lor, il the«e obligations 
ought evei tol^avc weight vwtli us, the mo- 
•ment cesiainly is, when a^veak ant].selfish 
minithreaten toiiivolvc-th-’ throne and 
the people in oae common ruin. During 
t4ie time that*,tlftsc men .have been in 
power, they have made a peace which sur- 
■ rendered all out conquests into the hands of 
our enemy,•without obtaining; lor ut any 
equivalent; they have thrown TntMjnited 
i Stales of America- into the arms off ranee; 
j thov have rendered that country tributary 
| U> Fiance, and hat e indui cd il to enter into 
treaties hostile to the tiade ol' England; 

| they have enabled France to new model, 
j according to her interest, the Germanic 
j Jtody ; thy have suffered her to seize on 
j His Majesty's Geiinan diuniyAns; they 
have, bvtiicirqegligep.ee "other nijscon- 
diu t, given rise to a rebellion in Ireland; 
ftiul thw liave Fcduced this island.the 
great misery and the greate*/,Vsgrace of a 
state of shpe, which requires a force that can¬ 
not he, for a moment, lai.l aside, and that 
cannot, for any length of lime, be constantly 
maintained,wisAimtl taxes, wlmh, ifimposed, • 
cannot be raised. They have, at Uiypid often 
months of nominal peace, plunged us in.to 
a war, the ostensible and 'juried. grounds 
of which all foreign nations retard as insuffi- * 
dent. They have left us without a single 
ally, or friend ; and, in exchange for that r«£ 
speqt which always heretofore accompanied 
the name of Britain,- they have brought upon 
our country the contempt and the scorn of 
the wbrld. The evils of their administration 
are felt in every limb, every artery, every 
dvein of the country. A general want of con¬ 
fidence, in all matters connected, in the most 
distantVay, witli public measures, prevails 
in every part of the empire. Those institu¬ 
tions, which arc/in some sort, the basis of 
our publft ciedit, are shaken ; their stability”” 
begins to be generally suspected, and their m 
securities to dvprecvie. "Foreigners seek a 
safer place of deposit; they ;po removing, 
their wealth out of our country; we our¬ 
selves i.rc burying that which cannot be de¬ 
preciated by poiitieaftcauses ; and thus. Bri¬ 
tain, the mighty the favoured ! .m.l of Hri 

. ‘ A 
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tain, which, during tbe last war, wasjrpgard- 
ed as the last place of refugl for innocence 
1 And wraith, .is now suspected even by her 
own children. These and all the ether evils 
that surround us, are to be ascribed'to a 
want of confidence in the men, who exercise 
those powers,' by which national good, or' 
national evil, is produced. No pwfn,, not 
tone even of their partisans and creatures, 
places any reliance on them for wisdom, or for 
any of the qualities that are necessary in the 
conducting of the ^flairs of a state; even this 
description flf persons, asiast as they become 
gratified with «the wages of their subser¬ 
vience, hesitate ? 1 not to pray for a' change, 
that they may be protected in the enjojmerit 
of those wages. Under such circumstances, 
then, is it not "our first dutj? to supplicate 
his Majesty to remove these servants from 
his councils? Is it not, at any rate, the first 
duty of. Parliament so to act, 5s to convince 
their Sovereign, that they participate in the 
feelings of his people in this respect, and 
that ihey are hot dead Jjp his real and perma¬ 
nent interests ? “ It istlhe prerogative of his 
‘“■Majesty to choose and to dismiss his minis- 
" ters.” True. God forbid the truth should 
ever bhdisputed! But, it is the privilege, it is 
the duty, the boundenduty, of Parliament, to 
•ignify to lK 3 ,.Majesty the convictioii which 
they, may entertain of the incapacity, or 
ether disqualification, of those ministers ; 
napy it is sometimes their duty to impeach, 
to imprisony* to try, and to punish, the 
« King's ministers; and. if acts like these 
may become a dpty, shall they not dare to 
expresf their disapprobation of prinisters ? 
•rixall this be regarded as trbfiching upon the . 
King's pwrogative ? pqd shall a member of 
Parliament, as in the case of LordTbmple, 
because he wishes the* affairs of governmefct - 
eommitted to abler hands, be cbat*g#;tfcjtl» 
assuming “ the right to name tbeJPng's 
" minister*," * and of a design- to invade* 
the “ undoubted prerogatives of .the ctosto?” 
—-T&e fact is, .that' his Majesty has no 

C txafity at ail for these ministers, as may 
B be believed, when we consider hts well- 
known discrimination of character. They 
were thrusted upon him, under circuit* 
fiances that would admit of no del^y; and, 
•uchb** been the state of parties ever since, 
that Be has not been qble to supply their 
___ place. They ba ve existed, as 3 ministry, 
upon the mutual jealousies of the great men 
*.'« the country j, and, the moment those 
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jealousies are removed, their existence, as a 
ministry, will cease. 

Invasion. —As was suggested in the pre¬ 
ceding number of the Register, the report of 
invasion (which, be it remembered, was to 
have taken place yesterday week) has proved 
t» be a mere ’* Tale of a Tub." By wayiof 
comment, on what I then stated, the minis¬ 
terial* prints have observed, that they are 
persuaded I would gladly see an invasion of 
my ijative country /far the sake of plunging 
the ministers into difficulties. It is very strange 
that this langaage, should be held by those, 
who arevery day telling us, that invasion 
is just about to be attempted, and who wish, 
or who say they wish, that it may no longer 
be delayed, seeing that they are certain the 
result will be glorious to Britain ! For my 
part, I do u not think an invasion of England 
will, for some time to come, take place j 
and, I most sincerely wish that it never may ; 
because, though we were’to defeat the ene¬ 
my, (he being reduced to fight for England 
upon English ground would, in my opinion, 
be an indelible disgrace. I do not asset!, 
that the ministers entertained no apprehen¬ 
sions of an invasion being attempted last , 
week, or this week; for, indeed, they 
are so weak, their intelligence is so vety 
bad, that, like children in the dark, they 
arc full of apprehensions; but, I will not 
resign the opinion, which I last week ex¬ 
pressed, that they might set uf> the cry of 
“ wolf! wolf!” for the purpose of driving 
members of parliament into the country, and 
for keeping in the country, such as are al¬ 
ready there. And, whateverother people 
nisyr choose to believe, I beg the readers of 
i!he Register to be upon their guard against' 
jmppsitiuns of this sort. During the pre- 
••'iii*rt whiter,a hundred tricks will |je played 
on to amuse or to scare the public; to en¬ 
gage .their a^dfflion, to turn it from‘politi¬ 
cal topics, especially Such as are cotpiectcd 
’’with the conduct of ministers. These arts 
V111 not succeed for many months; but, my 
desite is, that thfey should not succeed for*a 
dsg?.——l wMlr to see people, of all ranks, 
arid degrees*ready end resolutely resolved 
to defend their country, to repel and to 
chastise the foreign foe; but I widiwiot to 
see them the dupes of the weak or wic ked 
men‘whose misconduct has exposed them 
to the inroads of that foe. 

(Ct 5 Th* Vtl» KuiAbcr Of Col bat's I’d’ liatnrataiy 
Deb,1 ta is just pablislied. It contaqtfcd.curicrr 
ami lull report of the speeches of Mr. Fox, Loitf* 
Ca.tkieagh, See. oa the Arr.y Sft mutes*, * 
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M Tt is impossible for any reflecting man not t > rotertain very serious apprehensions as in the effects, 

. “ winch may resiflt irtmi the deliberations thffsc armed bodies- Each has its stli.ding committee, 
*“ . 1 ,:id, upon extraordinary occasions, the whole coips is assembled for the puipo-c ol debating. Let 
“ any man calculate, it he can, the danger whi' h in arise' from them (itini; m the tommy fuiiif 
** tttil or fif.rcti hundied armed r'ai luirunc. i-Y.im Ihe^lisCUSMon «f one^tihjer., they will proceed to 
“ the tlii.ai-.Mnn of another J.till, in the end, the I'arhaanent at Wecttnutster svi 1 no' thuc t" act 
“ ivithofl* ;he consent of the Volunteei Pailiamenis searrired all over the ^ou.rry. A te-rlii! -tat^« 
“ of things ii approaching, unless the (iiVernmciit ili.mintlv rrvoivis to disband everv coips, which 
“ ir ufyder the rule of a Committee, and the members ot which shall ever, oipauv oetision, 't. tm- 

“ hie h r the purpose of tkbating, on any juhjcct whatever.”-Political Registei, beptcmlmi 

1S03. Vul IV. p-3fj. . , • 
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VOLUN TEER SYSTEM. 


That tliete is a necessity lor some revision 
of tin. Volunteer System is now denied qy, | 
no one, who has turned his attention to the j 
subject, and who*is not hoijile, or totally in- I 
different, to the wdime of his country. ! 
The nature and decide of the changes to bo i 
yu.lc must depend upon the impressions, 
which experience shall have produced 011 the 
minds ol th (> Parliament and ef his Majesty's 
• ministers; but, in the mean time, it is by 
kwo means improper, and may not be alto¬ 
gether useless, for me to suggest such mea¬ 
sures as appeal to me to be necessary to 
ptevent the volunteer corps, who have been 
embodied mid armed for the defence of their 
country, from further itnpediug, certainly 
against their will, Ihe military service of that 
couairv, ami from being eventually the in- 
uor :nt cius^ of subverting the throne of their 
Sovereign, and with it, their ov/11 liberties 
and thiJSe of their children. 

Xumeious arc the causes, which will at* 
ways so operate as to render the volunteers 
until t(♦•perform the duties of soldiers; but, 
it is flot uu tie defects buWr,n gangers of 
the system, that 1 now propbse to offer a • 
few dbservations to the public. Of these 
dangeis, which arc by no means few.Wi 
sunfber, those which seem to me to be of 
the greatest magnitude are suc]t as have 
’.arisen/Sad will arise, from tBe exemptions to 
wh'u-Ji volantlers are entitled, and from the 
holding of committees and elections in the 
corps. 

In cowctqucnce of an iiiterpretationaoi*die 
law* assuredly contrary to the meaning of 
Parliament, which interpwstation has, Jiow- 
jever, by a subsequent been fully sane • 
m tionc 4 mrd confirmed/ the* volunteer corps 
nr.- beqpme ai^asy^um from the hardships of 
the militia bdlo 4 s as well as thos^ot the, 
•jramy of reserve : so that, 'evepy member of 
a‘volunteer corps, by .way .of reward_ foi 
i)trformlng<ibc'tIt a hundrod days cxcrcjse, 
*VOL.\. . . , * . 


! for each of u^idl days, licit remembered, 

1 * 1 ... ..:_ .. . 11: J . ..11 1 . 


he receives a soldier’s pay, wdl obtain an 
exemption, for live years, fiom'the ballots 
of tiie miluilt and th- army of rt serve. The 
impoverishment which these ex^nptions 
produce in the oilier three descriptions of 
force scarcely nr i ds pointing out: it has 
been, and is, but too visible in the returns of 
all the regiments and battailous in the ser¬ 
vice, v.!; t rher regulars, reserve, or militia.* 
Rut ibis r» a point ou*whicli it is, not my 
present my pose to dwell. "What I particu¬ 
larly wish to call the iniblicpUaftion to, in 
this part of thg subject, isfthc discontent 
and consequent disaffection, which, at no 
•very distant pefiod, may arise, from, the 
iurdslop, which begins alread#.to he severely 
felt, ol furnishing me ballots for the militia 
and the army of re-vrve out of the few per¬ 
sons, comparatively speaking, who "are not 
now, by* une-ettuse or another, exempted 
ftotu the operation of those, ha jys. The 
volunteer exemptions*have so reduced the 
number of pet sons liable to be ballot t< cl, that 
.the burthen is become very Ireavy on those 
wiio remain liable, and, it cannot but be 
painful to reflect, that, such is the. nature of 
the jgoluuteci sy-tem, that it has thrown tills 
burthen upon t^sose persons, who*ate tilts 
least able to bear it. The moment it was 
discovered, that the volunteer corps had, in 
their constitution, the virtue of exempting 


* I he Surrey militia, hut and second battalion 
togethrr, ought to con'd t ef 2, -3 men, but it 
din.s even at this time, run- 1st ef no move than 
1,030, leaving a tlchfitncy ol vpj, or almost o.ie- 
lul ! and^his at tiie end of nm; momU ' Of thy 
army of restrre, England ami Scotland w're li 
lorii 'h 40,0c j men, am! we know, liy the 1 (.turns 
laid b- tore Parliament, glm ^nily 2^,000 of them 
have bteu raised. And, a, ro the regular army, 
‘its ic ruiiyig service,* xrept as far’as it has hem* 
kept moving by the aimy of reserve, is absolutely 
at a ttaml, the whole, horse and loot, 1101 having 
recruited nine thousand effective men in nine 
months of wafkHfj ot prepautiun fai war I 

, • • ‘ V\ 
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their members from the chance of jwirig 
‘obliged to peiforrn, or to pfcy for, a doty 
fifty times as great as that of sen ing os .a 
volunteer, every one wished fb 6ecot>»e a 
volunteer. It was natural. No blame 
whatever aitacHts to the person^ thus pur¬ 
suing their interest and their ease*' The 
fiiult lay in the system, and not in the 
tives of the persons r who Were acted ugon by 
*it, many of whom, ij is, also, right to ob¬ 
serve, were led inttv ilie corps by motives of 
public spirilfonly.' Upon the back of this 
came another evil. Every pan who was 
aboui V-) makeooe of a military association, 
natursily had some wish as to tln^MSrt of 
person-, who wire to be Ins associates. 
Hence a selection took piaetfb and, a» the 
first to: siders of corps vere. necessarily 
persons of property, the selection w is, as 
might ly fV£ ui-tcd. such as to delude almost 
all thr»y who were neither the relations, the 
friends, the servants, or the dependants in 
some way or other, of the founders of the 
corps; an exclusion ahich was likeiy to ex¬ 
tend ‘O, and which has extended to, nearly 
all the married journeymen, labourers, and 
cottages* to the kingdom, a description of 
person*, which, above ail cthr.j^ it is the 
duty ot ilna ly vermnent to protect and to 
cherish Her?, again, wq have to blame 
the sy-te n, not the men, What is so na- 
tur#W*s> for a man to wish to have in the I 
same corps vwJh him, tho-,e whose company 
he be*t likes ,.u! of the coips ? Winn he has 
jt favotir to confer^ an exemption to bestow, 
what f> so natural as for*hiin to bestow it 
oft those to whom he is ,r.tn*hed affection 
or by iaiertst ? On a son, tor whom he 
would, otherwise, ha’ve to hire a substitute, 
or on a servant, whoifi, otherwise, -he must 
lose, or to whom he must make a great ad 
vance of wages ? But, however natural this 
partiality might bj’, aqd however excusable 
in the persons exercising it, no one \yll, I 
itnaginV, venture to say, (pat, as to its ope¬ 
ration on many of the persons excluded from 
•the corps, it was not, and is not, bftrthen- 
Bome in'the extreme. Why a self-created 
committee, or even a commander of a oorpj, 
should pos»e->s the power of admitting to ex¬ 
emptions, or of excluding from exemptions, 
nod, consequently, of diminishing, or adding 
#o, the burtlrm of whomsoever they please, 

I can see neither reason nor necessity; I can 
see, in the arbitrary exercise of such a pow- ^ 
er, nothing consonant to the spuit or the 
letter of thp volunteer law, or of any other 
law of tbis cotyitry. /f, indeed,«thc volun- J 
teers merely obtained a good for themselves, 
without causing lwrrx to others, there might 
fie less ground for conma-.fj but, as the 
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case now r - statute, they not only exempt 
themselves from the operation of the ballot* 
of the militia and of the army of reserve, 
but they throw their share of those bur¬ 
thens upon the poor and friendless part of 
th? people, in addition toowhnt. those people 
already have to hear ! This never was ori¬ 
ginally intended by cither the Parliament or 
the ministers. Jt vose entirely out of the 
interpretation or the law oilkpcs of the, 
crowji ; and, thougji it h-ts now been sanc¬ 
tioned by an act, let us hop-, that, in the 
revision of the sysfem, means will be pro¬ 
vided. if not to do away this snuiu* of cala¬ 
mity and discontent, at least, to put a stop 
to its further extention. 

Thu rale of cnmplion gave rise to another, 
not less dangerous m thfc consequences 
f v(hich it is bk-Iy to produce. The law- 
oilici t> of ihe. crown, who seem, on this 
occasion, to have been coi.-onercd as law¬ 
givers, having exempted i h.- v dtiinc- r-. trotn 
t!ic operation of the bal! is,* found out a 
couutiTpoi.sc for it in anoihej interpret.ition, 
to wit, that no volunteer could, after being 
duly enrolled, quit his corps, without the 
consent of Ins commanding officer. On 
wli.it they founded either (hi-, or tin: btto^i 
mentioned interpretation, we are, as ypt, 
quite uninformed ; but, without being very 
minute in our inquiiies js t>> this point, we 
may venture to us-ert. that, if tljf rule which 
they have 'aid down with reject to men not 
quitting their corps, be attempted to be ad¬ 
hered to, noi only the corps but the courts 
of justice ami the whole country will, befoic 
many months have passed over our lit ads, 
bc*tbrown into confusion. The rase of jVJr. 
])ovviey ol the Smrcy Volunteer Cavalry has 
brrfl determined, by the magistrates at 
Union* Hall, against the dcfcndtHtt, who 
quitted the qomgp without thereon sent® of his 
commanding CHiccr, and whose fines cn ac¬ 
count of absence amounted to 5 1. 2#. He 
ce/used to 1 pay these tines; a distress was 
made upon his goods, which he ie fused Jo 
redeem, jmd wiiich were, in contequcnce, 
sold by public? auction; and, it iv-stated in* 
the public prints, th*at the rvfcrit-. ot tlye de¬ 
cision arid seizure will be brought before 
the Court of K.ng's Bench, in tiie sfiape of 
air action for an illegal restraint,, Similar 
disputes exist, and similar actions are brew¬ 
ing Jn every pvt of tbe country. At the 
quarter sessions, tfejd in and for the town of 
Colchester, on’tlie Hjtfc instant, a^waplaint 
was, it seems, preferred By^a Setretdry of a' 
Volunteer Corps, agaiifsi a Mf. Cloyd, a’ 
member ot the -sairl corps, on grounds sgni- 
Mar to those pf tl;^ complaint against Mr. 
Dowiey, qpd .the decision appears to have 
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been simiUj- also, Mr. Lloyfl expressing his 
resolution to bring the matier into the C - >uit 
of Kings Bench. Tin.* public prints state, 
that, as to^the corps at, Colchester, “ very 
M serious disputes had, for sqme time, pro- 
vailed amongst the members, accompanied 1 
" s vitb some acts df violence. Much time 
" elapsed m the discussion of this business; 

“ great warmth appeared •oecasiona'iy on 
“ both sftk's; and th*. court wts, at one 
. “ time, most indecvntly.aT.l siut n-fulV in- 
“.terrupte.i by a violent qjabnmg and s'hout- 
“ in at so.nc observations made by the 
“ counsel ibr the defcndlnt.” * For mo¬ 
desty’s sake, for decency’s sake, let us no 
longer use. the name of volunteer! Volun¬ 
teers, who are kept in their corps by the 
terrors of the law ! How.will this^fact souni 
in the ears of foreigners, whether friends or • 
enemies ? Will it cieatc us alliances, and 
will it damp th'* hopes of aur foe ? Will it 
induce the world to believe, that we can 
make good the manly declaration which the 
Coaim nulrr in Chief made to the London 
Volunteer, at the Review, tint “ they would 
*' embte their country to hurl hick the 

* threit, of (he insolent enemy:" I'olwi- 

fi. M in the service of th.-ir country by 
the ten.in oy the law/ yet, 1 blame not the 
?/: bu: th : system, which firces them for¬ 

ward in so n.fculons a light: it is mil Biu- 
nist'T that \fc laugh at, but Scrub. 

A, if, however, there wort* not already 
quarrelling ajid litigation enough, Mr. I’itt 
eiils for harder exi :;.is-*, tigliter rules, and a 
more sirnuwry mode ot levying fines! 
What mo le lie will devise more summary 
than that of h legal distress of goods aiu^ 
chattels I know not, unless he Jiould 
vml up »n Pin liament to authorise the com¬ 
manding officers of corps to levy in* virtue 
of thefr own older instead avayanj, and 
by the. aid of a detachment of soldiers in¬ 
stead flf the constable, or sheriff; that is to 
say,, unless a foraging or marauding systwrt 
shoufti, in this respect, be made to supercede 
the law of the land; but, let me remind 
"Mr. Pit$ that^even foragers and marauders, 
though ariped as well as heart could wish, 
woulc^not be able to levy upon a man who 

• should happen to have no goods or chattels 
to levy Upon. Indeed, this circumftaftce 
must now, where it exists, always be a bar to 
punishment, and as it doffs very frequently 
exist, such a mode of punishment R unequal 

.and ufljjtfft in its operation, and ought ffj be 
entirely, abolished.* How, then, will you 
keep the irfcn in (heir corps ? By Uvyr own • 

At _ „___ ._l_ % _ . •_ 

* I quote,here, the miniitfcrial paper, ihe M«rn- 
Vig l’o. r , o( tti/i it(l iiistam. .. g 
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good will, or not at all. Let them no longei 
be entitled to Ixempt'on-, an»l no longer b»* 
obliged to remsJVi in their corps; let the 
terriers or t!te law induce them neither to 
enter nor (o remahff; lh?n they will be wor¬ 
thy of ihe# name of VolunfnTs, and there 
will t aKijays be two hundred thousand of 
them, in least, embodied, and finer for ser¬ 
vice than they are* now. If they cannot 
leave their co'ps, or atjsent sJiemieivcs trorr^ 
its duties, without (lie ^pennis-.ion of their 
commanding officer, they are Ailisted to all 
intents and ptypo es, exei.|* a-, far as i elates 
* to punishment, wi|ich is indicted upi/ti llieir 
purse instead of upon theif back.* They 
are enlisted, and,‘if they hive any property, 

.ft may all be ’taken from iiran (►/ di-tress, 
morsel by morsel, till they are in a situa¬ 
tion to laugh at their officers and’the magis- 
n.ites too ! t)id the world ever before wit¬ 
ness a system like this ? , 

The whole of the persons, who are now 
in the volunteer corps, cannot remain there, 
without producing very great distiess, not 
to say ruin, to a considerable j>ortion»of 
them. One half of the membe s of volun¬ 
teer corps are small tradesmen, aad other 
persons ad«*e 11 *.d hy such service, in ill" same 
manner as small tradesmen^**. * To such 
mm ab-ence iivm their bilsnn-ns is. sure 
ti bring them into decty, and, with them, 
fh* fh.t step of drcay is not far fra*i#the 
last step of ruin. Their little^icklish affairs 
are kept up by unremitted exertion, and by , 
such exertion alone. The least relaxation 
brings tlv*m down and reduces tlfrm to 
atoms At first they did not feci the inctRi* • 
venience and injury ,of this alievr^on from 
their business: they saw in the service no¬ 
thing nearly so but th hi some a. the militia 
or army of reserve ; the thing was now and 
fashionable; the national resentment against 
the enemy was in its yiudi and vigour; 
atid,4hey entered the volunteer ranks under 
the combined influence of interest, Ttovelty, 
and enthusiasm. When the two latter arc 
completely worn away, and wirii the first 
is found to have been more than counter¬ 
balanced by losics and expenses arising from 
the service, can any man believe, tint the 
parties will patiently remtin in their corps ? 
Will not distress \jpon distress ot goods and 

- 9 ---“ 

* If the newspapers are tit be hclieved they 
have, however, been very nt^r to tlic backs of j* 
their tiiwn-hon 1 These liKic fellows* are, peihaps, 
really intisted in the regular reivice, and, of. 
course, arcwflfbiect to martial law. lt.il an the 
volunteer officers duly authorised to sit on corn is 
mar id I, without be thuniclvi unicr nrnnil i,iw ' 
Never was rlieix such a ffuss ot incoDgnii.iciaad. 
abici-dities! 
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^chattels take place, till ihe persons thus vex 
ed and humiliated will become vety nu¬ 
merous ? And will not these person* com¬ 
municate their discontents to others ? ‘And 
•, will not the coaseqoence soon be discontent 
almost general, especially if, at the tigne to 
V'hich 1 am looking forward, the'whole 
weight of the war taxes,, with an arre&r of 
. jhe income-tax, should come to the *aid of 
the embarrassments arising from the volun¬ 
teer service ? t l wotfld seriously ask Mr. Pitt, 
whether he imagines, that, under circum¬ 
stance-sjike these, which I litre anticipate,,] 
persons will' bp competed to remain, and 
give their attendance in voJunteer'*corps ? 
If, at the end of three months, we fiiid men 
generally tired of the service; if we find' 
them, at the end of three delightful autum¬ 
nal months, suffering their goods and chat¬ 
tels to (te* distrained; if we find them, in 
every quarter of the count]y, disputing and 
mutinying, 

" ——Quarreling for a straw, or f<- 1 1!■.<-r, 

” And wonderiii« jiosv they came tu^ctiiti ;** 

if we find'them thus already, what are wc 
to expect at the end of twelve or eighteen 
months ? * People in easy circumstances 
may spare; for/ years together, a portion of 
tbeir.iime fo^military exercise ; but small 
tradesmen never can, without bringing rum 
upt^ti jjieir families ; and.'this sort of ruinj 
when it come^to be pretty regularly, though 
thinly, spread over a country, is, in the. 
work of revolution, the most powerful of 
all caiKes; Men*in embarrassed circum 

* Stances, frequently seek K.v,*,and ire always 
glad to gjeet with, a change in the govern¬ 
ment ; to which, in Wch case, they never 
fail to impute their*misfortunes. To a 

* debtor, who. has no prospect of relief. 


* Kowgcnfi.il thg non-attendance in the Sur 
ley Volunteer Cavalry was, so soon as rjic^d of 
September, will appiar from the r>c*/+r letter of 
C.\tT. CocfcJNODou, dated oiPthat day “ Sir," 
Jt*y* he,so little attention having been pb-erv- 
” cd by many individuals of the troop to my let- 
“ ter of the ifith of Aug. and >:o regard paid tu the 
“ leered fledge which you ngntd on the muster toll, 1 1 is 
“ a duty, I owe not only to those gentlemen who 
“ have given me thcii con taut attendance on 
** the days appoifned tor drill and exercise; but 
** also to his Majesty, who entrusted me with a 
“ commission to discipline me coips, to state in 
** plain term-, that without consuut^attendancc 
“ my endcavuurs foil prove fruitless; and theie- 
. ** foie any gentleman who does not attend' one 
“ of tile morning drill*,, and also Thursday in 
,** eveiy week, for one month, tg come, will re- 
“ ecive hi. dismissal.” lliis was'^rmcmular ad¬ 
dressed to every‘member of the corps; and, it 
may casdy be imagined,«that the Captain found 
himself with a very small troop, bffoie he issued 
such a paper. --e» - 
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nothing short ot a .destruction rfif the law 
presents an effectual remedy; and, there¬ 
fore, it is overy unwise to suffer, if you 
can prevent it, the existence of any 
J, cause, which tends to thq creating of such 
debtors; especially in a country where to 
be in debt is, according to the measure of 
the law, to be almost a criminal. So far, 
however, is Mf. Pitt from dreading any 
effect- of this sort, that he wishes the 
volunteers, and the small tradesmen, of 
course, amongst tire rest, to be kept out at 
drill three times|ts much as they are now! 
Out of thiee hundred and sixty-fcve days he 
wishes these pe pie to be employed sixty 
days at miliuiy exercise ! 1 have bren accus¬ 
tomed to regard Mr. Pitt as a wise man; 
but when X think of this proposition ; when 
' F consider that it applies to 400,000 men in 
arms and nut under martial law; when I 
view it in detail * when I pursue it through 
the mispiii s, the pains amt penalties, ot its 
execution, and the almost certain ln.jrors of 
its consequences, 1 cannot but ask myself, 
is this the wisdom that will save my 
country t 

Great, however, as are the dangers Item 
pointed out, they shrink into nothingness fit 
the appearance, of those, which are to be 
appr<bended fiom the mutinous, democra¬ 
tizing, and rebellious tendency of the com- 
vi'.tim and otbei deliberative bodies, apper¬ 
taining to volunteer < orps, and consisting of 
its members, or of cli.-er persons, having au¬ 
thority or influence in tho.e < oi|>«. '1 hese 
committees certainly originated in no i vil 
design; they naturally grew out of jhe. sys¬ 
tem, which, instead of fii.-t providing com¬ 
manding officers,' and authorizing tlum to 
collect,their corps, provided no lu^l at all ; 
but called upon jfje people loas-emfile, and 
to foam *nck ffgauize themselves into com¬ 
panies and battalions, They did x^, and 
who can yvunder at the uild woik they 
made ? Who can wonder, that, in the v^hoie 
fifteen hundred volunteer corps, there arts 
scarcely afly tqfO, which are governer} by the 
same rules and regulations ? tyh° c:,n won-* 1 
der at the establishment of cominitteeS'and 
sub-committees, and who can wonder that 
thrae committees, after having chosen the 
officers of the corps, continue to pBssess and 
to exercise all the power, rendering the ofli- 
I cers •merely their'ajems? The government 
” called upon 'the .loyalty, the patriotism, and 
the zeal of the people ; •alkthese tJte/Tound* 
in abundance; but all tla.se, 1 *vvitbout* jenow- 
led^e, Vithont a wise and unifdhn system, 
•were-likeiy lo produce, and they have $6- 
duoed, more harm'than gyod. 'Ihe people 
were told, fhat;*by forming themselves fotgi 
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Volunteer’corps, they woul^ W,able to de-* m^fie^MKuniyy concern^of their corps, and 
fend and to avenge their country. Forth committees meddling in the duties and 
they instantly started ; and, finding no lea- powers belonging naturally KRthe command-* 
dcr-., no head, nobody to direct them, no mg officer ana, it was asserted by Mr. 
funds to defray any of the expenses of their Hifey Addington, in reply to Mr. Wind- 
association, they piocreded, as they had been ham, that the committee of which lie had , 
accustomed to proceed in matters of ti%de* spoken, was a “ solitary instance." I have, 
and commerce, to select from the fi'st groups sijtce'lfiat time, mentioned several other 
that assemble, certain persons to devtse and corps governed by such committees; and, 
prepare such rules of fonflitet as were, in in ih* last sheet of the preceding volume, I 
their opinion, best calculated to promote the gave a full account o& the composition an<£* * 
. objects, in view. The rules, which were the powers of a committee* to which the Lord 
result iff the deliberatipns of the permits Chancellor belongs. If we cotild obtuin se- 
tlms selected, weie, of course, submitted to curity, that ihe distinction between com- 
thc consideration of alt the patties that were ’ mittees•having uone but pecqniary^owera 
to be affected theieby; and they were, of and committees of anothef sort would be 
com sc, approved ol, or not, according to the practically presetted, there would certainly 
will of the majoiity. Heuee arose, entirely .be less objection to the confmiitt-e.s, though 
for want of commanding officer? ready ap- it would still be too great to be overcome; 
pointeil by government, the dangerous sys-* for, whoever has tile pay of a corps at hi* 
fern of commit tees, which already tin ea ens disposal will, especially in difficult.snd dan- 
to extend its baneful influence over every gernus times, soon have the corps itsulf at his 
species of public authority. command. But, there can be no such se- 

Thjt the persons, who, at first composed, curity as is here spoken ol; there is no 
and who, at present, compose, the commit- ground for believing, that the distinction is, 

tees, are perfectly well affected to this our or ever can be real and that eyery com- 

. happy form of government, I entertain no mittee,whatever be its ostensible obji-.vt, how- 

doubt at all; but, 1 am by no means ceitain, ever .modest its title or pretensions, dies not, 

r that such persons will, six months hence, and will twit, as long as it-is permitted to 

compose the committees ; and, besides, who exist, in any shape whatever|^|N'ridle, either 
does not know, that men are changed by directly or indirectly, in all the affairs *>f the 
congregating together, and particularly when corps, whether it or military. It will be 

there in nnidngst them a contest for tlie pos- readily conceived, that 1 myself cannu-t uery 

session of puu er ? The constitution of Lord easily come at authi ntic document-:, whereby 

C’hetwynd’s corps, has not, perhaps, been to piove the correctness of statements of this * 

generally adopted ; for, as was before ob- soil; yet, I have now .before me several 

served, si aroely any two corp, ate governed such document*,ufroth which I sh.ilP*select 

bv the jftine rules ; but, that something yry two: to wit; Tbft of tesolutions made 3hd 

much like it exists in almost every voi unite* published by the cotpryittees of *th‘> Bristol, . 

corps of inf.mtiy is too notoiious to htjdis- and of the t)th regiment of London, volun- 

jmted ; gnd, that a -system of government leers. The former is as followsThe 

more.ropubli^iti and democratic never yet “ t-umxiltee of the Royal BriVol volunteer 

appeared in the world, win certainly not be “ regiment of infantry, anxious to promote^ 
denier^ by any otic who has considered the 1 " the welfare and goo4 diameter of the 
nature and tendency of its provisions. A <! co*ps, and impressed with the ^bsolute 

systtjfn, from the highest to tho’lowest flf- “ necessity of euery individual being tho- 

ffee, nay, from the colonel' to the privates, “ roughly acquaint! d with the duties of th» 

. completely elective ; a system, where he who several stations in which die voice of his bro¬ 
ken rs tne nanje of commander, is governed “ thers in arms may have called him, have, 

by. those who ought to obey him; whtre '( with the sanction of the field officers, passed 

there are deliberations, discussions and vot- “ the stjjbjomed regulations. -The committee 

iilgs, in sub-divisions, in grand division:-, and “ trust that die regiment will see, that they 

finally, fll the whole society, or corjfs * a “ can have no rgfithe in proposing these 

system, the connecting principles of which “ rules, bjit a wish to render their fellow 

are, indeed, so much lik^hose of the tor- “ soldiers valuable to ihetr.c-vnn'ry, and to* 
Responding Societies, that ope can scarcely ' “ enable them ctiectu.itiy tj> stcotid thert- 
•brliev? Uiem not tft have originated with “ gular military in struggling for those 

some pfte, whiWiaibeen in the habit of pe- “ lights, whit'd have ever brrjulhc pride of » 

rusing the Ailesarfd regulations of thy dan- o “ EnglislttfSen, and which w*. have pledged 
geifms cotnb ; nation. A distinction has-been,- our honours to prfcrne *.urc:i and in- 
niadc between coairoittdes transacting the “ violate.--—-They at £ ?-':y to notice, that 
/ # .V’.3 
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“ several gentlemen are db#denNfai«*lfcc ttinitig the fii^es of absentees frohn parade, 

“ knowledge ol ihe manual ^tercise, which “ it is resolved, that no verbal* excuse tor 
can oly aiisi liem theitifrequent absence “ non-attendance be sufficient; and those 
“ ftom paiade. They beg leave,<jhow»rcr, “ gentleman, who might be obligtd to ab- 
“ to remind them, that this is a very smous “ s*mt themselves will signify.kuch by letter, 

“ evil, as it t*pt mly occasion deiays and “ which they will cause 4.0 be delivered to 

“ inconvenience on ordinary driWs an^pfield “ Slieir commanding officer, before tbe corr- 
* r days, but would, in the hour of t«al,.r«ji- “ elusion of the roll-calling of their respec- 
“ der them more dangetous to their font- “ tin* companies, which letters, the com- 

*• rades than formidable to the uiemy.® The “ mantling officers of companies ar t c icqurst- 

*’ “ best remedy For thin will be, in the fust “ ed^to file, in order that they may be pro- 
41 instance, piivaie^nstruclion at their sevr- “ duccd every month, or oftener if required, 

* ral houses, and aftciwards collectively, “ with the account of the fines returned by 
*• with as many as the corpses can come*, “ the serjeants.—And, as several gentlemen 

" mecfrly nttencf to form a party fpf c that “ hate experienced great intfbnvcnience 

*' purpose.—-First: the committee heA-ing re- “ front the non-attendauoe of others, who 
. cov.mcvdtd to the fold officers ot the regi- “ have been warned for guard, the mm- 
*• trent, the propriety ot bfiving thcccm-* “ tintlee, ^or the better regulation of their 
** missioned and re n- commissioned (fficers “ attendance in fiStuie, have resolved, that 
•* either publi. ly 01 privately drilled by the “any mtmber of this corps, who may re- 
** adjutant end s< rjeant-nrajor. Colonel “ ceite such notice, and not comply there- 

** Bail lie ar.d the field officers, who were “ with, shall be regularly warned for each 

44 present, requested the chairman to signify tr succeeding guard, and be liatle to the ac- 

“ their appirbaricn of the above recomn cn- " customed fine for eatli default, until iris 

u dation; and, in consequence, it Kitts re- “ guard be completed; the only excuse, in 

** 'solved, <bat such drills be immediately in- “ this case, W ill be such sickness as w ould 
“ stiluted twice evrry week, till, by a tho- “ incapacitate him from doing his duty, of . 

41 rough knowledge ot their duty, their fur- “ wInch a certificate from n medical nert- 

“ ther atvendarce may be dispfttsed with; “ tlcman shall be delivered to the com- 

“ the foim^^&under fine of five shillings “ manding officer of his company, on the 

4 ‘ for* each r.on aitendance, and the latter 4 ‘ morning preceding tbe day for which he 

tw'O and sixpence.—-Secondly, ihat thp “ is wanted, and no verbal excuse will be 

,f fultr against laughing or talking in the “ admitted ; but it is, however, dearly un* 

“ ranks be sTtiuly attended toj and the “ derstood, that every gentleman has tire 

• “ gentlemen in the*ranks are particularly, “ power of exchanging guard, which will 

" reaucstcd to be aiding and assisting their “ exempt him from the above regulation.— 

44 j^fnetrs by icporling th^transgressors, the “ Fifthly; as in a soldier the crime of 
41 finrs for which, the officers will receive “ drunkenness, sleeping upon, or,quitting 
**. on tile spot j andrtfee non-commissioned his post when on guard, are evils of the 
“ officers arc to be,particularly watchful “ greatest magnitude, the field officers, un- 

44 for tbe suppression of such ttntoldier-like “ dcrjha conviction that any individual, who 

“ conduct, fhe bane of all discipline.— “ may be guilty, of any of l|iese enrpes, is 

Thirdly, that any soldier, w hose ramrod 44 unworthy a> post in the regiment, hove re* 

■ “ remains in the«barrcl upon bringing his “ solved, that such person shall be brought 

44 musket to the recover, preparatory r to “ before the committee, who shall have the 

44 firing, while on duty,*or shall.liave ac- power to inquire into such conduct, pnd if 

tually fired it off, sbarH';,Be subjeci to be “ it shall appear that there is a cause for 

44 reprimanded by the committee, and pay “ a courf majjlial, that part of thjf Act of. 
“ such fine to the regimental fund as they “ the 43d of his ‘present (Majesty, .shall 

“ shall think, proper to enforce, not exceed- “ be most strictly carried into - 

** iug the sum of five guincas.-vAnd, as “ (Signed) Hemky Smith, Chaircnan 
4 ‘ wry serious consequences have lately en~ aryl dated, “ Committee-room, 13 th Dec. 
#< sued, in other parts ofcthp kingdom; from “ 1603 .Here we see, tlianhe com- 
** two cartridges having been dijfhatgcd at millet 1 is every thing, and tbe Commanding 
“ once. It is moivcd, that any gentleman, ( (Hiker yothing*, 1 he committee do, in- 
“ who shall kaihis musket with more than deed, lecommcnd *to the. Ficli^Ofi.cers^, 
"• one cartridge, an^ not full into the rear, hut, as Goldsmith sayl, the. r^omiuenda— 

* " to draw the same, shall be Sliced to such lions of superiots savowr ffircBielyVI iom- 
u fine oi iltc committee shall direct, the sum < mand^; and, w e observe^ accoraiugly, tliat 
*’ not exceeding ihrae guineas.—Fourthly, -rflie-committee “ teioke*' that their seeemif/t- 
** ^om the extfem^di^culty of.asccr* datims shall be aefed upo/i. ^J hey resolve, 
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that the then shall be pry sent; Unit they* 
shall be drilled, and where they shall be 
drilled, and how they shall be drilled, and 
how they shall be punished, if it appears to 
them , the cwnmittee, that punishment ought 
to be inflicted, Jn short, the regiment is^ 
finder no other control than that ol a cltlb ; 
a self-created, self-willed dub; a club, 
composed, I dare say, of very good 1 , very 
loyal, and very zealoui ni5«; their resolu¬ 
tions evince the* strongest zeal; but, a club 
unknown to the law, arising, as was Before 
stated,‘out of the nature of the volunteer 
system, but a club which may, especially 
when it retries to be otherwise composed, 
become an engine of destruction.——The 
other document, which I have alluSed to, 
is in the following words.—“ At u meeting 
“ of the militmy committee of the 9 th regi- 
“ ment of Loyal London Volunteers, hdd* 
“ at Fishmonger’s Hall, on (lie <jth of Ja- 
“ nuary, j8o+. 'Lieutenant Colonel Han- 
“ key in the chaii. Ri.soi.ved: That 
“ this committee are decidedly of opinion, 
tint the attendance required of any mem- 
“ her of the nth regiment, is not more than 
“ can be afforded by every one, without 
interfering with business, so as to pro- 
** dure the smallest inconvenience; more 
4< particularly when the means of obtaining 
“ exemption, for any per son under peculiar 
“ pressure of cucumstances, are taken into 
“ consideration. They fuel it, therefore, 
their duty, to confirm the regulations for- 
“ merlv adopted; and to assure the Com- 
“ manding Officer, tiiat ihey will stt/tjlort the 
“ collection of the files; in which they are con- 
“ fideflt he will Ik: assisted by every jw7/- 
“ e/isfiosed person of the regiment.—They 
trust, that no member would be sy tor - 
getfij ol his duty, and so inattentive to 
tfif credil^if the regiment, as to require- 
■ “ a public exposure; yet, as4h«y asc cpn- 
“ ficlppf, that the more the regulations are* 
considered, the more their .moderation 
“ %ill be apparent; they do not he.df.de 
'* to recommend, that every power hmild be 
“ used. to enforce the 1 oiv ctifln of such 
' “ fines*as h§ve been* or may be incurred. 

“ —They beg to point out to lire C 0111 - 
“ manding Officer, that there an: .still se¬ 
rvers I members, who, hning enrolled 
“ thenftelvcs as volunteer ., hint not'ycl ah- 
“ peartd at vny muster of the turfs that it 
“ would now b et hel detriment to the 
*“ regiment tharffraetififit,. that flu*y shmilcT 
** join."" TheyaiTOiuil ft. to his consiileia- 
** tioit, that sdtnameasures should be lal.cn, 

*• which Shall either compel them l» qualify' 
't for their duty; or that they snouKLjyc 
“ dismissed fryrn die* regiment, in .such 
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y, however, be faiilv staled, 
e by no meaifs exempt irora* 
“ b!ainC| loj not having fulfilled their cn- 
“ gagemcnis, neither can they expect to 
** Be so considered.—yThal the Commit- 
“ tee aresof opinion, that* the money to *' 
“ # afisfc. from the collection of the finesj 
* should be applied in the form dion of h. 
t; fund tor aiding ind assisting such mem- 
“ bers, or the families of such members o£> ' 
“ the regiment, a; may from time to time, 

“ by unforeseen accident, or*by illness, be 
“ brought info a situation 4o have occasion 
“ for Aich assistance. "Phut the aSlmitm- 
“ traUfcn of ibis fund shjfil Be in a see-et 
. *' Commit.LeohUti Field Officers, and four per- 
^sons fr<>m tin; ujH erein wards, all of wtum 
“ are enjoined secrecy, as io any applica- 
tion which may be made to thfeai; so that 
“ every deserving man, or his family, may 
“ receive assistance, without anyfc further 
“ exposure than such as is absolutely r.e- 
“ cessary for the cximination of the claim. 

“ —That this secret Committee consist, in 
“ addition u* the Field Officers, of, Air. 

“ St. inger, Monument yard, ^lr. Jones, 

11 Fish Street Hill, Mi. W. C. £v.owlys, 

“ Mincing Lane, Mi. Joseph Reynolds, 

“ Idol Lane.’’—Thus, V^-r sub-com¬ 
mittees, ordinary committees, grand, com¬ 
mittees, and opep committees, out comes a 
'secret committee! Was there ever siyh^ion- 
fu.sion * buen-a mixture ol’tUe ludicrous and* 
the dread fa ! ? m 

When men mcc* in committees, or other 
bodies, ^br tlie fn.rposo of delibeiaufyi and 
debate, it is ft \*.iiu to attempt to -et ftniits • 
to their discussion^ they wiM delibciatu 
on any thing, and on every thing, in which 
they are, or imagine they arc, interested. 
We have seen enough of who-, they can do 
in their corp.; and, we shall, I tear, ere 
long, see with what facUity the committees, 
ther deliberative bodies, of di.Tc.xv.l 
coawnunicate and crf oj.'cnite 


or 
corps, 


can 


with each other. We have, indeed, al¬ 
ready seen a meeting convened, by public: " 
advertisement, consisting of Delegates irnni 
I several volunteer corps, in and lound tie 
metropolis. The object of this meeting 
was, to provide a bpid in aid of the families 
of such volunteers :as might be injured by 
accidents happening while at exercise; an * 
object not only perfectly-.baimlcss but lau¬ 
dable in ihclf: but, if the volunteer-cuui- 
n.itlee-inen could th*is afl'liate for one pur¬ 
pose, -so they could for another; if to raLj 
a fund fof'one object, so tg raise a fund for 
another object; and, if to raise a fund, so 
they could to addros* the king to remove i.is 
,V,C4 




^3 JLEOlStm, , T4i 

’generals, or his mlbtriers, o%|o m A ns. pcB cc, besaid of writing* like tHoee w&iVh I have 

■ or, in short, lo do any otbiy thing', which mentioned, if appearing under the signa- 

'they might drish to have'done. Arc we turc of o sotdier of tbe regular army ? If a 

told, that they could dp Urn, whether.(here writer under such a signature were lo re- 

• were any volunteer corps, or ndt ? The an- commend to his comrades .to take vengeance 

aweris, that j^e volunteer iqamt establish - 1 on Mr. Sheridan, for instance, for having 
*ment has virtually repealed the -sedi- spoken and written slightingly of lire army, 

rious meeting act p ond, let it nev’er ,be or were to notify that the army would not 

forgotten, that bodies of men, whorti the suffer such or such persons to be ministers, 

government might laugn at, .as long (is they will it be believed/ that any newspaper edi- 

9 remained unarmed, become formidable the tor woul<| venture to print his production ? 

instant that prms are put into their hands. And, if it were to be printed, would not 

The truth of this observation wiB be ques- the printer and all (he parties concerned *be 

tionedbv norlife, whohas pereeived theman-^ most severely punished ? Why this differ- 

ncr, fh "which IBs Majesty’s ministers.have, ence, then ? . Why does nobody dare even 

'during the present session of paRiaiiftent, to talk of punishing the seditious and san- 

spoken of the volunteerjtorps. Measures gainary publications that come fbith under 

were proposed for rendering the corps tbe signature of a volunteer? What but 

'more efficient, and for preventing the dqn- the tciror, which that name has already in- 

,-gers to-lie apprehended frpm the com- 1 Spired, can have produced this glaring par- 
•mittees and oilier parts of the system, tiality ? What is a regular soldier more 

'Wh;it*was their reply? Not that the than a roan ai m£d with a firelock and a bayo- 

measurcs were unwise, not that they were net? And is not a volunteer the same? 

unjust, or inexpedient, but, that their Why should the latter, then, be indulged 

adoption might “ give offence to the in the use of menacing language more than 

'•gmtlemtn of the volunteer corps !" The the former? Why are not sentiments deli- 

Chancdlor of the Exchequer, the King's vered by the latter as criminal in ihemwlves „ 

Prime'Alioister, said he wished to " consult and as dangerous in their tendency as the 

** the feedings of those gMitlemftv," and was same sentiments delivered by the lortne^* 
** afraid of^Jgaining the string too tight !" The truth is, disguise it how we may, the 
The«natural consequence has followed: the shameful truth is, that this difference of 
volunteer.; have grown bold ; I mean the feeling towards tke volunteers and towards 
thcught.ess and insolent amongst them-, and the regulars, arises, not lrom 'any jealousy 
we have already Been writers, under the that is entertained of the latter, but from 
: name of volunteers, taking liberties, which, the fear, which both the people and (lie go- 
under*any other character they never would vernmenl, but particularly the government, 
fcaverthought of taking,«and if„they had, begin to entertain of the former; who, by 
efuse. for repentance wdblS have speedily thp means of their subscriptions, thqir hand- 
followed. * One of (Juan has publicly called ' bills, their advet tisements, their paragraphs, 
upon his “ brothers # in arms," in no very they speecltes, and their letters, but, above 
unintelligible way, to taka vengeance on a all, by, their Meetings and Committees, are. 
Member oP Parliament tor having disap- without intending or peredving *i£, fast 
^proved of their institution, and particularty growingvnte a new order in the state. They 

for having objected to it on account of its* are, in fact, as I have before described 
democjratical and revolutionary tendency, them, a itfw /nwer; a power unknown to 
We have also seen a wrii« of the same de- ^he laws of England, and much too strong 
description, asking,, whether the volunteers to be governed by those laws. * 

“ would suffer" such and such. persons to la order tp hu»h forebodings ly e these,, 
be ministers! It will, perhaps, be said, we are sometimes aeminded* thar in,. and 

.that these insolent writers are not real if at, and about these Committees and Meet- 

luuteers, a name which has been ^assumed ings, and at the head of all (he corpv are 

merely to answer a purpose. It may be so; the nobility and gentry *f (he country, 
but What was the purptV# to be answered ? Buq’the Committees are constantly^hanging 
Evidently to give weight to the jhing writ- their members; and whoever gives himself 

'((to, and to intimidate tbe persons written time to reflect *qp themotives, by which 

gainst; and this is, the very circumstance the parties are ipflu^^^will readily allows 

that establishes my position, to wit, that the that, at every remove, tleabos?, hcIV great* 
volunteers are already beca me (or imdable to or small, will receive a fresh*nfusion .of the 
the ttatc. without their wishing so to be, > spirit qf democracy. WBat poster tbe no- 
wnd even without thgir being at all consci- -Jderotn or gentleman has in the capacity of 
«u* of the fact. Wl*jt, let me ask, would commander we' havb alreatjy seen; and, we 
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Jiwy restfapfUted, that, if %e happens to gtst* o^tnweginApts t This datable cokoekyii 
into a committee, disgust will toon make another of tlrqputrages which this system haa 
him give way to a rival who has less to lose committed on common settle. And why* 
and more to win. Bat, why»need we la- should nat colonel Tierney’s men elect theft? 

hour by raosoaing to establish facts, if the new* captain ? Because such election was ir- 

demonstration liqp before us ? From every, regular, and because the-cokyn-.l himself was , 
part of the country hare we proof u^ton the proper*per8on to appoint, and the only 

proof, that the auihority of the officers, ptrsorf who was lawfully authorized to a£- 

and of all those whom the government poiflt, a successor # to the resigned captain, 

seems. Jp regard as khe"• leaders of the Tins Is trite ; but why was it not acted upon 

volunteers, is a perfect nullity, except .where at first ? Why were the nrt-n permitted tch 1 

it happens not to thwart the wishes of those elect their officers before ? \Vhy did “ the 

ftver whom it was intended, and was, gallant colonel - ’ himself accept of the con¬ 

fer some time, thought; to be exercised., mission, which was conferred, on him, in 
I shall Content myself with a few of consequence of their having elected him ? 

these proofs; but, they shall be suc^i as to “ Sauife for the goose is sauce for the 

produce perfect conviction.—A corps in jjtrfider." If he* had'no objection to tfii* 

the city of London has, withiq these few mode of appointing officers^jefovc, why had 1 
days, appealed from flteir officers to the he such objection to it now ? Has he not air- 
inspector, who, like the ministers that lie ways laugijj his citizen-soldiers'Ho regard 
serves, took a middle course, decided in fa- their elective voice as a thing of inestimabfe 
vourof neither* but tixetl on a regulation value? And does lie think, that, lik(?himself < 
contrary to she wishes of both. The officers and Lord Portsmouth’s punch, they are to 
yielded to his decision, but a great portion become dumb, merely because they have 
*of the men resigned.—Ata town not far from changed their situations ?—In Wales andlti 
Loudon, the volunteer corps mutinied for neighbourhood the system seems to Have 
their pay, which they insisted upon having been remarkably productive of interesting 
before they proceeded with their exercise, events. Mr. Ashton Smith having been 
and the pay was obliged to be produced upon chosen Lietftenant-Colonel llv the.Caernarvon 
the spot, to die dread of the tow n, and to the volunteers, instead of Sir itoiert William*, 
regular army a terrible example!—The late as the Lord-LirAtenant wished and expected, 
occurrence in Mr. Colonel Tierneys Sooth- .and other gentlemen, supposed also not to be 
wark corps shall be related in the whining agreeable to him, having been chosen by the 
accents of his own paper, the Morning Post, corps as officers, the Lord*Lieutenant at- 
of the 12th-inst, as thus “ A veryunplea- tempted to reduce their numbers, but ago-* 

“ sant occurrence, we are sorry to state, has neral cry of “ one and nil," — u as me were, 
r ‘ lately taken place in the Southwark corps or as v,-oiorc,’^d#cidcd the point! —Tne Ban- ^ 
“ of ttolunteers. One ofthe captains having, ( gor volunteer* in “ an open committee of the 
“ on account of his private concerns, betn whole corps," came«»a determ'nation, that , 

“ under the necessity of resigning his. com- they wonkl no longer serve under their of- 
• * f mission, the company to which he hud be- ficerg, though of their mm electing, who-were, 

“ Iqnged preceded to thtehetien of a sucres- in consequence, put aside, and others were 
" rur, and smt to the cofondl the ns me o£ chosen in their stead. At the same tins*. 

M the gentleman of whom they had made this corps, by a vote, attached itself to the 
** choice. Colonel Tierney immediately jp- Carnarvon corps, though the tow*>s are at , 
formed them that their proceedings were nine or ten miidl distance from t eacli other! 

° irregular, and that he had himself ap- —l will mention but two more instances, 
ported a captain to the vacant company, the first of which shall be taken f#aon 
’ " .This answer produced a serious reman - amongst the corps of Mr. Pitt. At a drill of, 
stranee on tbepart of the privates? the Soneot these corps, a very little while siocp, 

*' consequence of which was, that the co- two men left the ranks, without leave. Tbs 
lend ordered the company to be dybynd- Lieut, who commadfled, bid them full in. 

44 id,} and th* members have accordingly They did to, but-one of them began laugh- m 
'V resigned their arms info the hands of the mg; whereupon the Lieut, bade him hbkl 
" proper officer.” So 1 4 he colored (of “ tlig his tongue, to which he* replied, that he 
* Ihey -would say in the would ,f be damned if he would unless he • 

House of Commons), the colonel l*s lost pleased.” The Lkilitenant - went up tb 
otic Of his coiffpjffties; and there is a gap in him in cabr to* take him *out of tbtf 
; his regiment! In one c£ his regjfhKivs t ranks; but the roan, cUibbiog.his muskeg 
jwlould-fay, for, strange as it n*ay seem, lit*-is stoore ,kc would kno*k tbenjpifr down, if 
actually, Mp oat and the same tjpoe, co'onel he touched ^m. A* ;>eij' , aj#t c£ tie guards, 

^ • * - 
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%ho Was attending the drill.afoen tdttk affile C should be made fa order io obtain the release 
, of men, seized the offendtt, and lodged of their comrade. In the evening of the 

him in a store-house not f«tr off ; but, when same day, a body of the volunteers, about 

the-drill was pver, the men went in a body 400 in number, suddenly assembled, in their 

to the store-house, and swore they would regimentals, and with side arms, marched 

, instantly poll ifcdowr, unless their comrade immediately to the Northgate, and demaud- 

Was released. I his had its desired effect j ed*tlic man, who had been 1' dged th-re by 

find thusended this instance of volunteer do- the press-gang On leceivng a refusal, 

salilyt No wonder that Mr. Pitt, if it be they were proceeding to attack the jail, when 

vtftlly true that he means to rival Buonfepartd oni of their officers,‘Major WilmoJ, (a gen- 

in arms, should wLh *for a " more efficient tlemao nvho had served long in the regulars) 

" code” for the government of his Irg’ons. came up, in his regimentals, and, after urg- 
Whethei the measures which he proposed, ing them in vain toe desist, declaitd.’that he 

at the ppening of parliament, <\vould be adc- . would put the first of them to death that at- 
quate to the object, the public may! ptoba- tempted to force the jjil; upon which he 

«y, be able to farm some judgment^ w hen was immediately seized by the volunteers, 

are told, that the battalion, in which who pinnmed bis arms, some of them call- 

tfcis most impudent and mutinous conduct' ing our, ip the same time, “down wnth 
•ok place^has at its head aFttld Officer jicm *• him I” and olhert “ break his sword over 
the regular service ' Who cap behold all his head *” By the assistance of some 
<Ws without thinking of the effect, whi Ji friends, lie was rescued frpm them unhurt, 
it is calculated to produce on the minds of They then turned then fury against the jail, 
the army J And here we see the evil of rhe window s of wliiih they first forced in, 
dressing the volunteers in rtgimentals, this and then the door, upon which the jailor, in 
gives them the appearance of soldiers, and, order to in ure the rest of the prisoners, gave 

when they are perceived to be disobedient, up the man in question, whp, by his rest uers 

toabsept themselves, to abuse thrir officers, was chaired through all the principal strett* , 

and to ihutiny by whole corps, w hat ground of the city, amidst shouts of exultation and 

have we to horf*, that the army will nut triumph 1 The naval rendezvous house 

•Alow their example’ Yes, v'e have ground, was the next object of attack. At their sp¬ 
aed, I trust, ground that vftll never fail us; proach the press-gang retired } but, leaving 
the excellent character, th* high spirit, the their colours, the volunteers tote them from 
truft sbldier-hke prrde of ihe atmy, that their staff, and dragged them in the kennel, 
pride which mbst necessarily make the sol- after having destroyed the windows, doors, 

* diers look with contempt on the scenes of &.c. of the house j. Lieutenant Colonel 
dfeordkr, disobedience, and confusion, which Cuyler, the Inspecting hield Officer of the 

thtgjk'but too often, witn|ss^ amongst the volunteers in (he district, sent to and called 

volunteers.^ What a lamentable state* upon, the mayor audonagistrate* to use their 

What a melancholy •reflection > That, to authority; bull wharwere they to do against 
(he zeal, the patriotism, the loyalty, to all surh*a number qyarmed men ? All they 
the public virtues of the people, such a di- could do, was r ^Mt they did, fa» w-it, to 
tection should have been given, as to make send a very civiUKe to Lieuletwnt Burfhell, 
then themselves hope, that the army will , earnestly Tafamang him to take his gang 

ftot be injured by their example !-But, ootp/Chey^ as it was not in the power of 

the most alarming symptom of all is, tfflL, in th^'ing^prates to afford them protection 
diveral instances, particularly In the one I j^xinaSme volunteers, 'till troops should ar- 
now about to mention, the effects of the i$ivqs?ra the city. The magistrates,,at the 
volunteer system has been, an open und J , seme time,* sens off an ex pi ess to IWr Royal ■ 
‘daring defiance of the laws and the magistracy. • Highness Prince Wrlliaua of Gloucester, 
At Chester, on the morning of the SStlf who commands the district, stating thaVthe 
of December, a press gang, stationed m safety of the ciiy could not tie answered for, 
that city, took up awroea, who proved un|ps| he sent a strong detachment rf troops; 

• belong to the Chests^ Volunteer Infan- in consequence of which application, four 
Iff i and, io consequence of the threats companies of the ( Shropshire Supplementary 
of some of tbe dbrpf to tescue him, be was .Milifia wqre immediately marched in ftom 
lodged in the Mants^ate 'jail. The voiun- Liverpool, and,. at the end of sejpe days* 
teers, soon after, paraded for exercise, and peac% was restored.—- >—*AmJ w is it alreddy ' 
on their parade repcstednbei rr sAx pa ta of res- come to this * Is this iheSpif of forte which 

«e, for Which they were reprimanded by *j# \p e«%blr us '/ to hurl back the threats qf 
tbe commanding offieer ; but were, at the •s-the'encm/?" Are these the troopf, white 
satoe time, eepored, that cvey proper effort I gig and l^fiy pluses, fa Hqie Pari, so 
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completely eclipsed the p<*>r regular awny 
and the tnilkia ? Are these the heroes, who 
received the thanks of the House of Com¬ 
mons ? Are these the Knights«whose ban¬ 
ners are wrought by the hands ef Royal la¬ 
dies, and presented by Majesty itself? 

Nothing, that we hear of, lias yCt b<*en 
done to the Cluster volunteers j an8, in¬ 
deed, so timid, so fearful, are the public, as 
well a£ Jjie governmeAt, as to all matters, 
wherein the volunteers are concerned, that 
no mention of 'this alarming transaction has 
even found its way into,the London prints, 
which, had such an act o[violence, such a 
daring outffage on the laws of the land, been 
committed by a regular regiment, % wuiilcl 
have stunned the nation with their out-cries, 
witli their demands of justice^ upon the 
heads of the offenders*. I shall not at¬ 
tempt here to point out all the cons?- 1 
quences, which are likely to result from the 
example of successful opposition to the law, 
set by the'Chester volunteers, but 1 cannot 
refrain irom expressing my fears, that, as 
the Views of it shall reach the several sea¬ 
ports,particularly the collier tovyns, the vo¬ 
lunteer corps will become very convenient 
asylums for all those seamen, who happen 
to be in port, and who wish to have an in¬ 
fallible protection against press-warrants; 
so that, the volunteer system, the intention 
of which was to increase the force of the 
country in* a degree far beyond what it 
could have been made to amount to by any 
other means, this ill-contrived, worse-di¬ 
gested, and still worse-conducted sy tem, 
will, alter having starved the militia, the 
army qf reserve and the regulars, extend 
its impoverishing and enervating influent* 
to the fleet, and that, too, at a moment, atvhen 
every ppssible exertion is wanted to pro¬ 
vide/or the ^-tuands of (|iat most important 
branch of our defence. But, (be*great dan 
ger, the danger, which, in my opinion, swal- *j 
lows up every other, is, the triumph, which 
I $uik, and which I tremble to tbuiK, 


to'JANUAR? H, 1804. 

' th£* volunteerlaorps, will, 


- * lt^ truly astonishing bow $ar«f Ally facts re- 

• lative t»»olmyecr quarrtjls arc kept from the pub¬ 
lic.- • Theiy has been, fur weeks past, a most vio- _ 
lent dispute goingon in the St. Pancras legimcnt. 
Yet the very fir ft we see of it’in print, appears 
this verv day, in the following words : 44 y a feel 
“■ pleaiRe m behig able to state, that the exiting 
**' difference between the Cdanel and CtnmitUe of the 
44 Si. Pancras.regiment of Jsoyai Volunteers are 
to lie amicably .adjusted,”—sMark thisj* 
JbHe Urf" 6W it (id at i?ork again. Yet Mr. Hilcy 

Addington ashCtisd, that the dorps mentioned by 
Mr- \\ indham, 44 itlitaiy in/tanct;-See Mr. 
Wuiiham’a adrairlbtc Speech, st full length, o% 
the subject of Volunteer Committees, ie,thc*6th 
hfumber of Cobbett's Parliamentary Debates, witiSJi 
is juft published/, . 

9 m.* * 


if not agtetoHIjr 
reduced in nfmbers, and if the system be 
not radically revised, obtain overall the legal * 
auttyjriiy#in .the state. If I am told, that 
the King’s ministers are, by the Act of Par¬ 
liament, empower eh to-disband any volun- 
teer-eprps Thus misbehaving; 1 ask, dare* 
they, and will they, exercise this power J 
IT nt>t, it is worse Jhan no power at all, be* 
cause*thdr forbearing to use it, under such 
circumstances, discovers the* extent of their 1 * 
fears. Am I reminded; that jnen, by be¬ 
coming volunteers, obtain no exemption 
from the effects of the la\T ? My pnswer 
j Is, show me what has been* done to the vo- 
lunteerf who broke open the jail at Chester; 
who demolished % house, dragged the King’s 
colours in the* kennel, and* who rescued a 
man from the King’s officers and the King’s 
prison ; sliojy me what has braV done to 
those volunteers ; show me, that they have 
been dealt with as men not being votuntoers 
would have been dealt with, in a similar 
case, or blame me not for regarding the 
Northgate of Chester as another Bustile , 
and blame me not, if my anxiesy for Tny 
King and country makes me fear, that, if 
the ministry yield to the volunteer#’ in this 
instance, tile historian, aft|r describing the 
riot and rescue at Chester, wilf have to add, 

* here the revolution of England begatf.’ 

. l< Short fbllieware best,” was the title of 
an appeal to the French government rtnd 
people, in an early stage ot "those mad pro- . 
ceedings, which, contrary to tlieexpecta- * 
tions and in opposition to the wishes of even 
those who vme^oncerned in them, ^Qftlly 
demolished tUe 'monarchy and deluged ihe 
country with blood. • Here, too, “ short 
“ follies are best.” % The volunteer system 
is not made for this country : it is fraught 
with mischief: it must be done away, or. 
radically changed : the preservation of otto 
Sovereign’s throne and of our own liberties 
depfflds upon measures being speedily adopt* 
ed for this purpofb. There is yet time; but y 
how .long that lime will last, no man can, 
tell. 

Wm. CosBarl*. 

♦ - - - -— 

• TO TH6 EDITOa. 

[In inserting tire following letter, which, 
it seem*,«has already been published in ano- 
tber print, I think it proper to observe, that 
I coincide with the atRhor, in all the semi- 
ments, wbisMte his here expressed. I have* 
always disapproved of “ the Society for .the 
*' Suppression of Viet,” wliicli is, in fact, an 
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Seqmsition self* created and IjStolly onkndwn 
« to the laws a»d usages of tn> realm. I see 
the Banes qf- many r&ptctable persons 
amongst die members and supporters of this 
dub; but, I^a*n fully persuaded, lhat the 
foundation of it is puritanical, and* I am 
*we, lhat, in its consequences, it is fraught 
■with mischief. Nevertheless, I am sincerely 
disposed to hear, and to communicate to my 
leaders, all that can be urged in behalf of 
this novel institution; and, tbeiefoye, I in- r 
die a defenrc-of it,‘which, if ns^ tnuch 
, snore than twice as long' gs the letter here 
Inserted, and coming to me‘from a member' 
ql the sopeety, shall appear as soon as possi¬ 
ble after it is received-\V.*C ] 


Sr*,—In reading the papers I frequently 
observe, among the pr^ eedings of the Po- 
Kfip Offices, at courts of prosecutions insti- 
tnted by per ons sty ling thorns Ives a Sot ieiy 
for the { Suppression of Vice ' A Society lor 
the Supprtssion of Vice has a*cnptivating 
to»nd, and J^hlve no doubt that the mem¬ 
bers pf it (of w hom I do nqt It now one indi¬ 
vidual) are, deont, virtuous characters, who, 
witjt the hone&t matron in*Prior's tale. 

Think the nation ne'er writ thrive 
m Till all the \»hf res are burnt alive. 

ReyJily admitting, therefore, that the 
tempers of the Society fat the Suppression 

Vice are neither whorefndhgera, adulter¬ 
ers, nor even stub as.the publican whom 
they lately brought tc^Bow Street, I beg 
leave tq f>ay, that J entertain great doubts ot 
the utility of such a society. I am very 
Jttuch afraid that it cither has begun, or will 
0** in that sort ot spiritual pride which so 
often tyts compelled men charitably t«t*per- 
-j(wore their neighbours for not being so 
"fpoua and so godly as themselves. .it is 
Wonderful, Sir, how the love of power dis 
guises itself. Those who by hook or crook 
can contrive to make others do what thep 
otherwise would not do, or forbear >0 do 
what they otherwise wNdd do,. immediately 
jfeel themselves elevated>nto an important 
character. The beadlfc of a parish is a mon 
arbitrary sovereign an ong beggars and other 
paltry delinquents within his jurisdiction. 
When I .first heard 6f the’ Socie y for the 

* Suppression of Vice, I thought, that It had 
been a new sort«of magistracy erected in the 

, state, * sort of commission for executing the 

• office of 'grand beadle all over ..England 
The runners and agents of (fq* society dis* 
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perse themselvep every where, scour all the 
streets, inspect the ale-houses# detect all 
dancers (hops among the low, routs among 
the high), «carry on eternal hostility with all 
kinds of amusement in whiph.jhe inferior 
rai.ks of society are so insolent a* to indulge. 
Far be it from me to jostify vice, either in 
high er low, but I am incllbed to think that 
the Ifw itself goes out of its province if it 
attempts to regulate ithe private live^of the 
subject, and to punish men for what is 
commonly called vice. 1 am sure, at least, 
that if an inquisitiqn of law were to be in¬ 
stituted to make, every roan chaste, sober, 
and godly, 1 know not in what horrible ty¬ 
ranny it would end. If this Society for the 
Suppression of Vice go on, they w ill give the 
laws that do exist in these points an exten¬ 
sion, and a force which it never was intend- 
'fd they diuuld have, and which must giva 
rise to intoleiable vexation. A man dar* 
not take a pintwf porter on a Sunday, but. 
straight the publican is carded to Bow 
Street, by some miscieant in the pay of this 
society. I say nothing of the private life of 
individuals bring at the mercy of sucb con¬ 
servators of public morals. Not long ago, 
in consequence of the officious ar.d pert ma¬ 
rines medd.ing of tins society, the character 
(the vice it u.ay be said) of a gentleman, 
was nearly exposed to the whole town, ia 
a foolish investigation about the stealing of 
a child. I protest that, had 1 been in that 
gentleman's situation, I should have cud¬ 
gelled j:i.y tormentor, could I have singled 
him out, in a most exemplary manner, for 

his impertinence.-But there is another 

view in which this society may do. much 
mischief, while 1 am satisfied that they ne¬ 
ver gin do any good. They, in fact, keep 
a seminary for rearing up a set of |iit most 
abandoned >coucdy:ls that can infest society, 
namely, inform* rs by trade. It is impossi- 
|* ble that any but ihr most idle, dissolute, and 
xhairelri, ran engage in the occupation of 
coAutiun informers, and of discovering,,the 
game which the society are determjped td 
hunt doufl, 3’hese vagabond*, protected - 
by the authority of this purit%nical*fnstitu- ■ 
tion, have it in their power to give trddble 
to many persons to whom they have ill*will, 
an t^ who sometimes would rather pay a good 
sum of men’ y, than have their vicesfikposed. 
Besides, these informers will either make or 
find business for 'themselves and for their 
'employ rs? Th*y *vfili Jwear any ^hing* 
against any body; Whyjii kffitir vocation, >• 
and who can blame thetnr tout these, who 
•establish and support suefi * wide in the 
state have nofa little to answer for. Wh8e 
such villains are thus regimpot^d and paid, 
whose life If ay^e safe i whose wil rosy ho 1 

* . * * - ‘ X 
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valid? whole honour may be sacred ? whose 
domestic pease may be secuie ? This is do¬ 
ing a great deal of evil, and pr%y where is 
the good that, is to follow?——AU wise 
legislators jtave abstained from attempting 
forcibly to prosecute manners, when theyaio 
not shew themselves in overt acts destruc¬ 
tive to the peace and order of the cotnmu- 
nity. The re are manylthidgs bad in them- 
aelves, affd criminal in foro conscientip, of 
which p. human tribunal can take no cog¬ 
nizance: These things are of the. resort not 




of civil laws but ot rdi 


gton, 


and 


to call 

an the civil arm to correct them, would 
multiply the business of police so much, and 
call for the interference of governnfent so 
often, that society would be intolerable, and 
all distinction between* vices slid crimes 
would be lost.—-rl have little doubt that 
this society originates in the principles of 
Hudibras and Rafpho. Whether it be a bear 
and fiddle, pr-any vulgar merry-making, 
some people sec in it ten thousand imaginary 
dangers to religion and virtue, and would 
use the old ponderous argument of force to 
suppress it. I do not say th it this society 
is one of lire engines of the puritanical, tne- 
tliodislieal party, now so much on the in¬ 
crease, to get power among us, though I am 
not without suspicion. They, in the opinion 
of many grave men, have made considerable 
advances to bn imperium in imprrio, and if they 
go on prospering as they Lave done, it will 
be a good thing to enjoy their protection 
against their own agent, the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice, or indeed for any per¬ 
son whatever. T his indirect way of govern¬ 
ing is well calculated to gain converts and 
subjects; and it may lead to pubiic usurpa¬ 
tion, or # at least to a confederation incon¬ 
sistent with good govtypimeiit. The ex¬ 
ercise of such a functi rn, cJoikwtUoves with 
the prgtence of zeal for religion and godli¬ 
ness, is highly gratifying to the mind. . 

• Sure ’ns an orthodox opinion, * 

XIut giace is founded fn dominion, 

_ t^car piety consists in pride, • 

. Tt^rule is to be sanctified f 

1'am porfecriy satisfied, therefore, that an 
Institution like that of the Society lbr the 
Prosecution of Vice is a standing conspiracy 
against fte quiet and tranquillity of so£ifly; 
that it may be a very dangerous engine in 
the hands of the PuntajrS, to subdue, and 
pervert th# lower orders, qnd od^ht to be *j 
fdiscoflVaged by^11* wise and liberal men. 
Magistrates haac^t in their power to do 
mpeh, by •etting*thcmselvqa against all iu-# 
foliations produced by tbc“pfcijurefl ogeSits 
stf the society. Jn doirtg so they will, do 
Jfeeix duty t» the itate.— Jjftpa jfours, &c, . j 


™ THE EDITOR , 

Sjr,——T he slate of the commerce of 
the country is a subject, to which the pub* 
lie and the parliament ought to be directed, 
particularly as the Minister has, by his ac- 
tiqn^ 'shewn so little regard for the preser¬ 
vation of that “ capital, credit and com* * 
“ deuce," which, it the date of the peace 
of Amiens, he thought proper to represent 

as the triple pillar of our salety,-He 

has, Sir, refused the loan oT Exchequer 
Bilb, requested by ,ihe tnarchanls of Li- 
‘ verpooh He has turned a deaf eat* to all 
their* representations, as well as to those 
that have teen made to him by the Mcr* 
-dltanls of London, Bristol,.Glasgow, and 
Newcastle, though the persons who joined 
in these representations were lyunerous, 
and of the most weallhy and respectable 
class, and who, for the most part, -not 
being themselves in want of assistance, 
could only be influenced by a conviction of 
the necessity and urgency of the case,' and 
bv the dysire cf assisting the comtnerttjal 
interest at large at this most critical period. 
——-In the year 1793, events had occurred 
which threatened to prodwy- effects as dis¬ 
astrous as are now anticipated; when on 
a representation being made to Mr. .Pitt, 
he, with that manliness which characterized 
ail his proceedings, broughl forward jhe 
measure of a Loan to the Merchants 
(though it was opposed by some persons of 
eminence in the eity), # regardless ^>f the 
censure qf the eaviou? and the dissuasion 
of the ignortftit.* The result was, as*Vvat 
generally (he refult jvljen that great Minis¬ 
ter acted from hintsejf, that he had the sa¬ 
tisfaction of finding, be had conferred a most 
essential service on the kingdom at large, 
by supporting the credit of the merchant^ 
and pioiuoltug our manufactures, and tbit 
too with a gain to the Treasury 3 for al¬ 
though he saved many worthy families from 
ruin, ^ind although the Exchequer was .not • 
in the actual advance of a single shilling, 
yet there vfas a profit derived by govern¬ 
ment, from the issue of Exchequer bills, of 
several thousand pounds.——Whether Mr. 
Addington refuses Uf adopt a similar plan, 
in a case of simMar, not to say greater 
emergency, that he may as much as possi¬ 
ble deviate from the steps pf his great pres 
dccessor—whether It® is ^apprehensive of 
provoking a discussion of the causes which 
have conduced to ifie present and increas- . 
ing embarrassment ol the ^merchants——or, 
wltether, by wav ofexperiment, he pre¬ 
fers to meet the storn* rather *>han prevent., 
it*- whether Ji* is deterred by the ipsintt- 
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at ions of the ill-informed omU-intentioned 
* advisers—or 4»y what other motive ho is 
tufluenccd—certain it is* that he has pe¬ 
remptorily rejected every solicitation, 'ami 
turned a deaf ear ,to the strong, repeated, 
and united re&oristrances that*have been 
made. It therefore now only reiptfins t to 
Wait the event, which I venture to pridiet 
will be as speedy as it* will be calamitous 
to this nation, and w;ll afford to the e lie my 
far greater cause of exultation than (if the 
•pint of the Country be not depressed by the 
apathy or inefficiency of his Jdajesty’s Mi- 
smterff) they widl ever derive from«the sue- 1 
Cbss of their arms. I say so in a compihciaJ, 
therefore in a ftnantinl view, of this 
most serious and impending blow to our 
real interests as a military and a trading 
nation. /As a sincere friend to my country, 
2 warn the Minister of the calamitous re¬ 
sult- }C our commerce fail, our manufac¬ 
tures must of course fail, and it requires 
no powers of divination to affirm, that the 
failure of our revenue must be the fatal 
consequence. The Minister, therefore, is to 
judge, wliether, at such an awful’crisis, lie 
ought ip allow phonal pique or pompous 
pride to supercptle measures evidently cal¬ 
culated fo’rslhe particular benefit, if not 
the salvation, of the state.*——I am. Sir, 
your'*, &c. * % JK. N. 

* 4 Tfi THE EDITOR. 

Sir,— —Having observed that the Lords 
of .thpi Admiralty,, have thought proper to 
advice his Majesty to putsseveraLpfficers of 
the ro)al Marines on the rfctifcd list, which 
without dtfubt theiuage and length of ser¬ 
vice fully entitled them to, I so far inlirely 
•pprove of what they have done, as 
younger offidbrs will be brought forward, 
will be more capable of discharging 

t duties of their profession, with saiis- 
tion.to their own minds, and advtftrfage 
to tlieir country.—But,*1 sincerely hope, 
lordships do not intend to stoj\ here. 
Thew is no corps under the crown, whose 
services liave been more conspicuous, and 
whose utility is more generally ncknowf 
ledged by the wltole country, atpl truth 
calls on me to declard^hal in my opinion, 
no one has been more neglected.——The 
necessity-of putting the heads of # the corps 
kt present on the retirement, sufficiently 
shews the want .of proper encouragement 
being held out to tbtf officers. Many of the 
■ captains who only obt»ined*tfhal rank in 
ninety-seven, .have served twenty-four 
years, and were n<x less than seventeen 

„• Want of room prevents me (pom giving ay 
afi-i.n on this subject*— Edito*. . , 
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years subalterns. It is ea«y In foresee, that, 
before they can possibly be field-officers, it 
will be tinjc for them to retire from the 
service.——If the .number of field-officers 
were increased, in proportion to that of 
otker corps, (here might Be some chance of 
. young men looking forward, to obtain the 
rank «f a field officer, while they possessed 
strength of body, apd a sufficient energy 
of nuiul, to enable them to dischStgS their 

duty.’-As the disadvantages the marine 

corps labours under are not generally 
known, I shall bcg'lcave to ppint out a few 
of them : in the first place, the present es« 
tablishmcnt is about twenty-two thousand. 
The number of field-officers attached to 
this are three colonels commandant, three 
colonels cAi second, twelve licutenant-co- 
.lonels, and twelve majors. In all thirty. 
——The ro;. al artillery, a corps that is 
the nearest the.establishment of the ma¬ 
rines, 1 believe is about.nine thousand 
strong. They arc divided into nine batta¬ 
lions, and have five field-officers to each. 
In all forty-five. Such a disproportion is 
at once a-<toni thing; and the effect pro¬ 
duced by it is, that in the one co ps, the 
officers are pretty generally disgusted, and 
lament the day they entered into it; the 
others fee! .themselves happy in having 
succeeded in promotion, beyond their most 

sanguine expectations. - Such is one of 

the consequences, arising from a want of 
a proper establishment of field-office i s in 
the marine. It is true a saving to govern¬ 
ment arises from it ; but if the spirit of a 
corps is to be broke, and all emulation 
crushed, from the paltry consideration of a 
few hundred pounds, it is high time to re¬ 
duce it altogether. I am astonished, that it 
hitherto has supported the character it has 
so w^ll Reserved", under stfth nunferous 
^ disadvantages; a few more of which, Mr. 
Cobbett, I shall take the liberty tef point; 
out in a future letter.—1 am,' S:c. 

Jan. 8, 1804. • K.Tw 

_B..-.J_ i -_ 

INTELLIGENCE. • 

Foreign.- New disturbances have 

broken out in Syria. When the celebrated 
Dgcnsear Pacha was appointed Pach&of Da¬ 
mascus, Abdallah, who was displaced to 
make room for higi, put himself at the bead 

• of 1*5,000 men, afid laid waste the wholq 
country with fills andss^ord, in ofdcrtfo re¬ 
venge himself for the loss this station as 
Governor of Damascus.-*-—The town of 

* Alexandria, jph Egypt, is reduced to the 
greatest straits.by the Beys, by whom if xy 
besieged. v^cp^ing .to some accounts AH 
Pac^a, the •Turkish Commander, has con* 
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fined himself to the defencfe of the citadel, espoused by tbf Emperor, against the pre- 

and has givdn up the town to the Mime- tensions of thl Elector of Bavaria, is Stitt 

lukes.——'The Captain Pacha, who sailed the subject of negotiation ; and that the 

some time ago, with a fleet of seventeen Elector hsft appealed to the Courts of Berlin 

ships, for the protection ‘of the Morea, has and St. Petersburgh,——-Recent intelligence 
received orders from the Grand Seignior ^lo » from the ljjieurial .informs fits, that much 
return to Constantinople, and is now, with anxiery.prevatils in Spain respecting the ueu- 


tjiree ships of the line, in the Dardanelles. 
The remainder of his fleet /emaini off the 
Moreapswder the • urkisu \*o-Admiral.— 
A Consul from the United Stale.- of America 
has been recognized at PStersburgh, who is 

life first*public agen sens to that court.-- 

The Hamburgh Correspondeolen asserts that 
it is now ifecided that the High Chancellor, 
Count Von Worenzorff, has, on account of 
his bad health and great age, resigned his 
employments, and will speedily* ictire to 
his estates. His place. Tiowcver, is not yet g 
supplied, and in the mean tuqe Czirtormski 
is charge! with ^ie duties of tin' depart¬ 
ment —,\n ancle dated* on the banks of 
the Via-,'!.* that the Emperor of Russia 
hact ippited to the French Government rela¬ 
tive to the occuyviwi of Hanover, and the 
indommfi. a'ion oi'th K ng o! Sardinia, but 
in b>itli in tancr-. bad lvveiwd a negative. 

J3 uonapa: a.’ said, tint In cou'd neitm eva¬ 
cuate Hanover n.ir g'vt effect to th.-- indeni- 
n '.yof the K.’ng of Sardinia, even were the 
principle admitted, till tin present war with 
England was lei ruinated. —-Accounts from j 
Petersburgh st <te, that tin* levy of recruits 
from the Russian army amo ints to 00 OCX), 
and I4.00Q for the navy. Order- are a!-o 
{taid to have been received, to form maga¬ 
zines on the Polish frontiers, for the Russian 
troops in that quarter. The Russian fleet in 
the Black Sea, composed of 12 ships of th# 
line, of 64 guns each, and nine frigin*. is 
to be completely ready to set sau at. the 
shortast noth*, at the ta-ginuin;* of next 

spring.-Letters from Wctzlaf state,* that, 

under the mediation of France, the sum of 
indemnity to be allowed by the Batavjpu 
J^epoblic to the House of Orange for the 
domains of (hat family his been fixed at two 
•million's of Dutch ducats. —TLe Prince 
of Caste! Franco, the Spanish Ambassador, 
and the Uhevalier Miranda, the Portu- 
guese*Ambassador, have notified fhe neu¬ 
trality o^their respective nations in th* p*e- 
aetit war.-It appears by letters from Vi¬ 

enna, that the dispute between the Courts of 
Vienna an'd Munich, on (he subject of Ober-, 
URBIy to Readjusted* The Bavari- 
’ an* have with dftty n from that place, and 
fhe Aastriap troSgP that were advancing to 
the frontiers of Bavaria havttreceiveji orders 1 
It is said, howjyeiytlut {lie dirTe- 
afence respecting the rights of theEquestrian 
Order <jf th^ Empire, whosS cause had been 

i jf" • • * / 


tijditj ot* that kingdom. The terms of the* 
late convention with France have not trans¬ 
pired, but it is feared that England may not 
recognize the agreement. In the mean time, 
the naval preparations in the Spanish ports 
continue with great vigour. .Admiral Gra- 
•vin'a is up war. Pile Court of U^e Escuriai^ and, 
with *tevy exceptions, all nayal officers are 
ordereato their Hprts. —-Notwithstanding 
the numerous tycoounts wliic^ have been for 
a long time received of the wretched .state of 
St. Domingo, and of the otter inability of 
the French So retain their establishments 
there, even for a short time, it is asserted in 
the Philadelphia papers, that the French 
Charge d’Affaires in the United States has 
lately had placed in his hands, upwards of 
four hundred thousand dollars for the use of 
the remnant of the French force- tn St. Do¬ 
mingo : and that means were to be adopted 
to procure a^regular supplfaf money for de¬ 
fraying the expenses of tne /rfllony, and 
eveiy claim on the Gvivernor, or his agents, 
war, to be met by sums previously placed in 
the funds of inaiiflduals specially appointed 
by ihe French Government. —These papers, 
also, confirm the new's ot the intention of 
the Spanish Government in Louisiana, to 
surrender the province tc* no other Thin a 
French A^enUduJy authorized for that pur¬ 
pose. In consequence of this, all.commerc4 
at New Orleans is su’pfflided; and the Ame¬ 
rican Government if taking tin; necessary 
measures for possessing themselves of the 
ceded territory, by force, if the Spaniard* 
should persist in their refusal to surren-* 
der iL * 

DImestic — gThe London Ga#?tte of 
Saturday last contains an O.dttr in Council, 
prohibiting, for six mondis, from the llth 
inst. the exportation of navai and military 

stores.-The Gizctte of the 10th inst. ait- 

bounces that the King has been pleased to 
constitute and appoinLthe Right Honourable 
John Earl of St. yfneent, Admiral of fKs 
White Squadron of His Majesty's Fleet, 
Lieutenant General of the Royal Marine 
Forces, and Knight of the Most Honourable 
Order of the. Bath ; Sif Phtlip Stephens and 
Sir Thomas Troubridge, Baronets; James 
Adams, John MarkRam, and John Lemon,' 
Esqrs. and Sir Harry Burrafd Nrale, Bart, 
to be His Majesty’s C Jrmn is n i» n ers fir exe¬ 
cuting the office of High Admiral of the 
United gangdom of Great Britain and In*- 
# • 
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land, and the Dominions, Is|rads and Ter 
v ritories thcreuhto belonging, 




Military. -For a tong tiine no ac¬ 

counts of the military preparations of Fs.tnce 
have been received,.upoit which any reliance 
could be placed. The late French papers 
are totally silent on the subject, bufe'in the 
l.eyden Gazette there are accounts sd far 
down as the l6th of Defctmber, whiah de¬ 
scribe the amount of the French military 
fores as very formidable. The army of the 
camp of St? Omer alone is estimated at 
70,000 men. ‘An hundred thousand men 
are stated to bff stationed along the coast 
from Boulogne - to Ostnid. Every spohient 
new detachments of troops are setting out 
from the interiftr, as well‘as* from the fron¬ 
tiers of the Rhine, to the coasts of the Chan¬ 
nel. Sewn thousand men who have been 
recalled from the Army of Htfhover are to 
repair thither also. The army also which 
has remained hitherto in Swisserland has 
just received orders for the same destination. 
At the same time the vast number of troops 
collected .along the coasts, in barracks, at a 
season which multiplies their wants, lias con¬ 
siderably embarrassed their commanding of¬ 
ficers to apppljluiem with necessaries, and 
has necessarily subjected the neighbouring 
departments to requisition* by way of loan, 
gut the First Consul was jpo sooner informed 
of'this, than he sent orders to the Minislcfr 
at War to draw up immediately exact state¬ 
ments of the sums raised in this wiy, and to 
giveoaders for theij paymsnt. The Minister 
of Finance h3s announced tlvs resolution of 
the Chief Magistrate to the defects of the 


Provinces Concerned* in answer to the repre¬ 
sentations made by tjiem in the name of 
their constituents. The minister concludes 
his letter by requesting the prefects to make 
* known this measure in the communes that 
had suffered froqj the requisition, and to *| 
assure £hem that those requisitions wh^jh the 
exigency of the service had rendered indis¬ 
pensably necessary, would not be repeated. 
•——There %re no accounts of any recent 
movements among the French troops station¬ 
ed on the coasts of Italy : th-y amounted, 
according to the last estimates, to nearly 
thirty-six thousand ten, composed almost 
exclusively of French sNdiers. The greatest 
part of the Italian conscripts hive been, 
during the wits appointed to some other J 

gervice.-Thq, preparations which were s 

formerly stated to have been carrying on, 

. on the courts of the A jriatic^ do not appear 
to bare been interrupted. 


Naval. ——I&o information fyis been re¬ 
ceived. relative the naval preparations on the 
French coagt; but intelligence respecting 
those in Holland, .which, indeed, are said 
to be the principal, by an Ahte’rican vessel 
f which, has just arrived at Cowes, ‘and which 
left .the Texel on Sunday the 1st instant, 
when between fifty and sixty transports hud 
gone down to tb* Holder, which were fitted 
up for the reception of horse and fdBf, but 
neither a man nor 4orsc was embarked, and 
there were no provisions on board. All id$p 
of any expedition failing from Holland till 
after the winter, Is given up, agd a consi¬ 
derable part of the French troops have 
marelitd from the coast. This intelligence 
is confirmed by a gentleman who left Am¬ 
sterdam cfh the 3$ inst.—■—It is confi- 
-dently reported that ministers are now medi¬ 
tating a grand attack upon the French arma¬ 
ments in Boulogne, whioh it is supposed 
cannot be effected without the loss of fifteen 
hundred or two thousand seamen.-Dis¬ 

patches have been leceived lrom Captaip 
Owen, of His Majority's ship Immortalite, 
cruizing off Boulogne, in which he states, 
that, having on the night of the 3d inst. re- * 
inforced the crew of the Archer gun-brig, 
with some men from his own ship, and 
pushed-her in close shore, she fell in with 
and captured the French lugger gun-vessel. 
No. 4;>’2, mounting an eighteen and a tw elve- 
pounder, commanded by an Enrign do Vais- 
seau, with five seamen, a lieutenant, and 
twenty-six grenadiers of the thirty sixth re¬ 
giment of the line, some of whom, with two 
‘seamen, escaped in her boat during the ruu- 
fiiug fight, which she continued for a quar¬ 
ter of an hour with her stern gun and mus¬ 
ketry. The Archer had part of her rigging 
cut, but no one materially hurt 6n either 
side., T4e,,A.rch£r and Gnffifi cutter* after-- 
wards captured a dogger, a schnyt, and two 
Blankeuburgh fishmg boats, which the pri¬ 
soners report to be part of a convoy, which, 
with a prame of-sixtten guns, and flta or 
six gun-uessels, escaped under the£land in_ 
the dark; an3 somg of which wpre laden” 
with provisions and stores. The.schuyt has 
gin, and the fishing boats timbers anij knees 
for boats; each vessel had three or four sol- 
dlbrt on board. • 


The Vlth Numhpr of Cobbett’s Paruament- 
arv* PtB^VKS is just published. It contains the 
debate in the House of Lords on thtHiish Martiil 
Law Hill; and, also, ihe*spvcbes at fun length* 
of Mr. Windham, CoJonel^'sniffurd, &c. ou the 
Report on the Army Estimates. • 

•A «-> 
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° The Right Hem. Aentlmun” (Mr. Windham) "*»«•» «tr litre the !*« word on the 


“ relative to the Volunteer System.. It the RM&ue Hon. Gent. 

" wh^t glorious exploit* hive been pei formed by the pattiotit a« 
'* our Volunteers l"—Mr. TRlty Addington't Spud on tin Poivntttr Et 


Kingdom echoes hack it* iVjmAatiofj ot his sentiment! 
t the Right Hon. Gent, tognuty ignorant, ^ not to kaow 
ed by the patriotic and vohiatary energy of men like 
tfneh on tin Poivntttr Exemption gill, pern, 14, 1803. 


ANALYTICAL AND COMPARATIVE VIEW 
Of two pamphlets, lately puhHilSi, the one 
entitled, “ Cursory Remarls upon the State $ 
Parties, during tie admirifiration of Mr. 
Addington, Ip a Ns ah Oxskxvehj" and 
the other entitled, ” A Plain Answer to the 
msrepicsenialions and calumnies contained, in 
9 the Cursory Remarks if a Near Observer, by 
A mobe Accurate Observer.'* 
(Continued from p. 18.) 

Mi Canning, Lord Grenville, and Mr. 
Windharp are, as I have before observed, 
noticed by the Accurate Observer; but, boV 
be has defended them, what sort of an- 
“ swer“ be has made to the " oiUrefowen- 
“ tatious and calumnies" uttered against 
them by the Near Observer, we are now 
about to see. • 

The attack upon Mr. Canning is made in * 
such a way as to render it almost impossible 
to exhibifcit here in the shape of extracts t 
yet, I shall, as dar as is consistent with a doe 
regard to the readers patience^ JWbp US the 
Near Observer's own Words. He wishes 
to propagate a belief, that, though Mr, Pitt, 
k ; proved &f, nr, at feast, defended in ptr- 
jUatneot^alT the principal measure* of the 
•ttmMaii, partinalarly foe peaoe, T&smeripy 
was tandem dm mfkud&k by flie\nonduct 


m 

** plicitly to be]ieve, either tjiat the accept 
** tance of the new ministers itself, or, a t, 
u any rate, the credit and popularity, which 
“ they had acquired by the late happy 
u events, had been altogether agreeable to 
“ Mr. Pitt;** after this he proceeds in-a 
strain of interrogation, as follows; “ If I 
“ were as certain of not giving offence, as 
“ I am free front intending it, and of be^gg 
“ as little suspected of a flaftery,*|s I am 
“ incapable of meaning one” [Thr^is the f 
true Addington pant] “ Putould venture 
r ‘ to ask ofMr. Canning himself,tor whose 
M agieeahle talents and finiate worth I have 
“ as much resoeSt as any man, whether if 
‘i were possible fits these inferences agd 
“ conclusions to have escaped his ow if good 
“ sense and sagacity ? Whether he did not 
M feel that h« was throwing a suspicion 
“ over the candour and*sjncerity of Ms, 
“ Pitt l and in csfie that any possible »«a* 


w of Mr. Pit/t to withdraw hfa promised * 
“ support from them, and to take an activp 
*« part in opposition to tbtm, whether ho 
“ did not oerceive that he was undermi- 
** nine ana destroying beforehand (he con- 
M vkfion and credit of the country,«in the 
** Compulsion or his right honourable 
M friend's conscience t Whether he didno$ 
“ perceive that be was exposing that late, 
” contingent, constrained, and possible* 


most attached ts 
habits of nriyatd 
took the liberty < 


for theur 


chotjpv 


“ great a submission of his rate talents mid 
* acquirements, to appear a mere partisan . 
u ana stidtkr for the ftousd Of Grenville f 
** -—X would ask of Miy Canning, (for 
“ whom 1 repeat that i extortion a const- 


having. dfuwnTffptn the conduct of Mr, * dfoaflp degrae of to'iped and gbod* will), 
* Pitt’* penonal fiends, of whops Mr^Cati- t «* whether in the defpjwBce tnd distinction 
i* placed at the begd> ^cotwfuWon, <* With which be hai-wimapa. affected to 
i « th^ra^c fiouj^l not be brought few M treat hit noble friendLord Hawjttsbuty, 
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* ‘* nr was pleading the oldSptiwstry ? Hfhd 
. “ whether hi* personality towards Mr. 
w Addington did not lead him m these ci- 
* f vihties to mortify Lord Grenville > ,Bnt 
*' if his regaid for UndHawkeshuiv could 
*'conquer thefeanof offending Lbrcf Gron 

“ i die, vs hy might not hw regard for Mr. that which Had just been announced to 
u Pitt have overr ome his antipathy to Mr them. “Never," said Mr. Canning, “I 
“ Addington? I would ask whethtr He “ venture to assert, was so important a 

“ could leel no Repugnance at becoming “ measure proposed on such grounds as 

** the instrument, (t will not say the nja* “ those which are made the foundation for 

* ohtne) rpother persons? If the delicacy ** the present addaess: alarm and pnaiety 

“ of hi-, feelings were quite satisfied as to “ arc excited, and the grounds of this 

' *4 th$, justice,* the honour, er the dechnCy “ an\iet) and alarm are carefully involved 

* of being the tugau of their hatrfed^tbcir" “ in obsuiuty *?’ Was it fair, was it can* 

** itltj, their 'pride, disappointment, and did m the candid and pious Addingtons, to 

“ ram our, against persons with whom he select* out *if this sentence the words, 

u had long I feed in rubbs of political and “ anxiety and alaim and to make them 

“ private intimacy, for w hom he had pro- apply to 'Mr. Canning’s feelings, with re-. 

** fessed friendship and est^mj against ' loect to the prospect of war * Was it con- 
rt Mi. Addington, the bosom friend of his sistent, 1 do not say with sentiments of ho- 
** patron, and against lord Chatham, hi* nour, but with principles of common 
** brother*——I would ask of Mr. Can* honesty, to garble a sentence in such a 
“ nmg whether he felt no scruple or com- manner andipr such a purpose? 

“ punttton for himself, whether he had no To have exposed a misrepresentation s« 
<♦ Respect hr mercy for the feelings of Mi. gross and so base as this, would not, one 
i** Pm,Ashen he consented to become the would tbuik, have been too much to expect 
“ chief of the sacrists and scoffeis of a ca* fiom one, who professed to be so very Ac- 
M femet, ot wUich Lord Chatham was the curate an Observer, and who undertook to 
** president * and I would ask him whether give an answer to all the misrepresentations 

« lie had been ju ter to b«qself, and to his and calumnies In the ministerial pamphlet. 

0 own pohlical character, than we have But, we shall, in pursuing our examination 
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dhd | contained not a single word about the ex¬ 
pediency of peace or war, but the sole ob¬ 
ject ot which appeared to be to impress 
upon the fonds of the House the necessity 
of obtaining information as to the. pause ot so 
important and so unexpected a measure as 
that which had mst teen announced to 


** patron, and against lord Chatham, hi* 

** brother*-1 would ask of Mr- Can* 

N nmg whether he felt no scruple or com- 
“ punttton for himself, whether he had no 
0^e<peQt hr mercy for the feelings of Mi. 
♦“ Pm,A hen he consented to become the 
** chief of the sacrists and scoffeis of a ca* 
w femet, ot wftch Lord Chatham was the 


♦*«se<ai him to the sensibility of hi* friend 
“ and patioif, when he condescended to 


a little further, find that, in what he has 
said of Mr. Canning a? well as in what he 


t* bpc ,me a hero of squibs and epigraip*, a has said of others, the Accurate Observer 


** leader of doggrel and lamppon, a power 
A yj fho. vs ar of abuse §nd mvpctive, an 
«< instrument of Mr. 'Windham* ana an 


goes no further than the interests of M r - 
Pitt require huh to go The charge which 
thf Near Observer brings against Mr. Can¬ 
dling may fee reduced to three points: first, 
tbai,of acting as the uftdct-handed agent, 
or tout of Mn Pitt, second, that of feeing. 


V m^ag^vha* excited throughout the 
“ country foe greatest atunety and aiws#." 
Taking fofsp woirfs, as m the cate of JDqo* 
Iqf.tMlteace and Mr, QrenrfcUe, even ta 
fftMJ, debited State, how tan tfcm> fee in, 
terprpied iqte an eajfoeaion of e desire to 


“ instrument of M r * Windham aim the 
‘f auxiliary of Gobbett.” J^t us hear wh^t. 
tjfo Accurate Observer, the defj^tfor apd 
eulogist of Mr.* Pitf, and tyq prq^sejdi 
fncw of,Mr. panning j ic|t gs h^a^ow he 
answer*, these miscearese4Wb?% and ca- 
lunmies,-s—“ Mp <^nfog f %«?s he, « is 
“ compiunenfod m«s( qtpftVjnlJiy M raje 
“ lalenu and gtjval# wrwpb but he is,ac* 


if^ixptp0 *° ** BtJ d upq» t them* Thpy 
get 


! “ f stroment of other Mr. Cm\- 

, ^ ^ 


" nmgl 
“ them 
“ and p 
“ have c 


ir» tb ha&e ffcft very strongly 

.1 a.. iL. ^ i _ _ i I 


upon no 

* system "whatever, and, as ; well a» Lord 
“ Grenviile, tefbive founded-his opposi-' 
“ tion upon this ground } and to, have fa- 
^ keft'an.active and a conUstepL .pA: l in 
** OlvdeiVohririg.' to epioipt: fljis' opinion. 
‘*^|9y^re(dftce whaieve/ Is staged for re. 

* brkjs*hiUn^hi'm as'acting under thecun- 
** tr'olvo'f JLordGrilnvide. which would not 


" e^uhlly hive applied to any other enu- 
“ nerit stjUeihian, in wlipsc' opinions he 
“ had coincided, and who had taken the 
same line as himself. It is a novel doc.. 
“ trine which" pervades the whole of the 
“ ‘ Cursory Remark*,’that if a person sop-' 
“ port? thje* .dministralion, he is supposed* 
“ to atf* fhona die purest add most disirt- 
* 1 ferOst^d motives j but if heopposes their 
n mbsisurds, he is looked' upon as the in- 
“ strument i^f others,. or as , acting under 
“ the infl'uehce of the meanest and the 

'* basest passions.-The insinuation that 

“ Mr. Canning’s conduct gives, the bppp- 

^ clliirm ur'KT/'ft Mr Pill mflv likvp marl'#* t\r 


“ *■ tern, preconcert, and policy,’ is unvv^r- 
“ thy of a sefiohs answer. ,What would 
“ our author have said o! preconcert and' 
“ system,', if. instead of, taking different 
“ Piles (add 1 notwithout a good deal qf diV 
“ satisfaetiqh towards* each, other on that 
“ account) Mr* Kit and MK Canning, had* 
“ adopted Jk 'same systematic course of 
** opposition This is not the first tfln^ 
“ that such insinuations have.been throu^n 
“ out, and’ 'the;,'fiends of,Mjr, Addiit^toh 

* (or aWi^y ,th'o?e who,y>rbfessd^ to be so) , 
*} newer cet^la atteqjptui^'to excite in, his* 
n mind doubt* of the sincefity ol^r. Pitt ; 
n Mr>Caunihg ’ is a^ted Vhelluir be did 

* not feel that (by ’conduct) he w*»* 

»■ IMnWinor I uiimrtniu. Ov#*r Inal nnr». 
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tbfe id amoM foj. 
“ niisreprejent^tionsand caliiinhies 1” Ad* 
stnsvyer’ which,, except that it defnes tharf, 
MriCantving’s conduct amounts lodpirOof 
df'Mir.'PKfs insiluksrity, is np artswer. dt.$t|} 
apd, it is eery evident, that it was s&irpwt 
thjd purpose of making this denial, 'tfcit 
Mint CaVfiiing waseven njUned by the Ai$ 
Curate Observer. * This generous defender, 
does, indeed, slightly remark, that no Are, 
tenCe is stated for represehting Mr. Cap- 
nipg as a mere 'Artisan and stickier for (be 
ftousd of GtenVllie; biit, ii io the third* 
point, as* to tpO chargeoMefng “ a* leader, 

“ ofdfggrel and lampoon,’a power in the 
“ war' of abuse* add invective, an instfu- 
“ mdnt of*Mr>Windham, and sin auxiliary 
“ of Cohbett;” as to this the Accurate 
ObserverlCaves the public to conclude that- 
no answer <&o be jgivfen, In the pawa’g* 
last, Quoted, the $^ar Observer alladef to 
the poetical jeux J'tffiit, wljich appeared, iiy 
Vel Id. of the Political Register, and many 
Of which were, frohj their excellence, attri¬ 
buted to Mr. Cahning. Of tijpt which 
comes, to me without a name I cannot,, of 
cour c, kuo .v die author^ except hy acci¬ 
dent t.apd^ therefore, I cannot say, that 
ume of the articles in question were writtetf 
by Mr. Canning; but, I can with perfect 
truth declare, tha£, while I horn that seve¬ 
ral, and those.of the most admired, wpreesrt 
written byliini, fd own know, nor have I 
ever b«*rd, except by way of mere guess,, 
that any one of them, or that any article 
whatever, whether verse or prose, that ha>, 
at any time, jrppeared in the Re«ste’r,«w, 
written by him. Mr. Long couHFhot, in- 
deed, b? certain of .whst is , here stated* 
but, when he sat down toanswet all the. 
misrepresentations and. falsehoods of the 
Near .Observer, lie might, surely, have. 
taken the trouble,to potejp from Mr. Cai^ 
ningiumself correejt information as to the 
statetf this fact, a*precaution which fie has,, 
>n no, instance, neglected, with respect to, 




sides, asTVifrCarining wa? accused of being, 
a brother iostruu'.ent with rne y Mr. Lor^y,’ 
though be could net positively assert that I; 
wasnot ifn instri^enl of Mr. Windham** 
might have ewer tea'that k hew that t wV«, 
hot to be inade ap instrument tftk late mi¬ 
nistry^ and^night Aiave lefy his readers' to, 
i conclude therefrom, tliat, v tt.was] net very. 





safely have averred, that, if this really was 
’the cale, my Mtiq ifi l | i w i ' W ecisely con¬ 

trary tq thkt qf.aff t&tf Wirits^ with Wb«ta 
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be had ever been acquaimetR*-Bur, to 

^return, to Mr. Canning's publfc and pariia 
mentary conduct; in what'pait of it do we 
perceive that slavish devotion t(p others, 
which the Addingtons h%ve so calumniou*- 
» Ip attributed to'him? Was his devotion to 
Lord Grenville and Mr. Windham, dis¬ 
covered in his avoiding both to sprtk yntl 
to vote on any of the questions competed 
with the peace/ Was his devotion to Mr. 

Pitt discovered in his*speaking and voting 
in fatrour of Mr. Patten's motion ? His con¬ 
duct on these occasions needs merely to be 
Referred to, in on|et to answer fhe misrepre¬ 
sentations of the Treasuiy pamphlej; but, 
this was, it seems, too labprious a task for 
the Accurate pbsei’ver.—r-JThe truth is, 
and it is a truth with whicb“both Mr. Ad¬ 
dington and Mr. Long were well acquaint¬ 
ed, that Mr. Canning disapproved of the 
peace upon the same principles as Lord 
Grenville and Mr. Windham, but that, pre¬ 
vious to the last general election, be held 
his sear by such a tenure, that he could not, 
without a breach of faith, act againt the mt- 
n taffy in parliament, especially while they 
Were supported by Mr. Pitt. After the 
election', when he found himself released 
frort those- obligations which h*d kept him 
silent, he, of com se, acted for himselt; and, 
accordingly, while we se£ him faithful to 
his friendship fot Mr. Pitt, We also see him, 
totf independent to foHow his friend, where 
he thinks him In the wrong, as in the in- 
‘ stance .of Mr. Patten's motion.——Was it 
too much for the Accui ate Observer to state 
these facts i Or, did be thfnk^hatdbe state¬ 
ment waa by no means necessary to the vin¬ 
dication of Mr. Pittd ‘Phis gentleman, how¬ 
ever, who has, by certain time-serving cri¬ 
tics (of whom 1 shall speak hereafter), been 
highly extolled for his candour', this “ accu- 
»“ tate" and candid Observer does allow, 
that Mr. Cannings possesses n agreeable ta- 
•* lent* and private wotih," but, In etf ma¬ 
ting his ustfid talents anff public worth, the 
reader has no other stdtodard than tbaf*which 
is furiftished him in the fact, which this can¬ 
did person was the first to communicate to 
the world,* to wit; “ that Mr. Put bighty 
** disapproved of Mr. Canning’s p|rliamen- 
«• tary conduct," a fitet, rhe publishing of 
which, might serve to clear Mr. Pitt from 
the charge of insincerity, bur, wtpeh, hf the 
'opinion of Mr, Pitt’s eulogist, at least, could 
not be intended go render any great service 
to the character of Mr. Canning, who has, 

* on this occasion, good teasog to exclaim, in 
the words of his own elegant poem ; 

*< Give me theswenkyib* erect, the manly foe s 
*• held 1 ca? meyt |—mpy turn, his blow s 


o in 

“ But of all plagues, good heav’a, thy wmth^eao 
“ tend, C . 

" Save, save, oh 1 save me (Tom the tandtdfrifud!" 

*(T« be mtmed.) 


vo j, ustexb - c Or r s. 


Sib,—O n reading the debates on the 
i( Volunteer Exemption del,' in a newspaper 
of the !5th of. December last, a ggpege 
in thejChancellor of the- Exchequer’! speech 
most forribly struck *me,.indeed, so forcibly, 
that I could scarcely believe my own eyes.- 
I It was. Sir, as follows : speaking of the vo. 
* lunteen he observes, " They arm as good, 
“ and tp many instances , betttr men than com* 
“ pose the militia , and may, in many in* 
" stances, prove full as serviceable, whilst 
“ the present is a force unexampled in point of 
'"numbers " Gracious God 1 and is this the 
language of hi* Majesty’s first minister i 
Are his Majesty’t’servants sb completely in¬ 
fected with this volunteer mania as to be in¬ 
curable? That they should hold out this 
species of force to tne world to he as good,* 
and as serviceable, and in many instances, 
better than the militia!!! The militia which 
has been styled one of the comer stones of 
the constitution: which has ever been re¬ 
garded as a noble institution, and a thorough 
constitutional force: which bad its origin 
at the earliest dawn of our greatness as a, 
nation r which has in every instance most 
fully answered the intention of itiTcreation; 
nay, from aeal has of an exceeded the bounds 
prescribed : and which Was classed by that 
enlightened statesman, M r - Fo* (when de¬ 
bating on the general defence act) With the 
mgulars, whenever he spoke of the army, 
in contra-distinction to the volunteers .—— 
It has of late. Sir, been mtiph thg, fashion 
amongst his Msjqpty's servants, wnd^their 
partisans,** endeavour to Tatse a popular 
f cry against Mr. Windham, in order, if pos¬ 
sible, to shake the formidable opposition of 
fhfit party to the measures of jus Majesty's 
government. Ttf this end (hey often have 
recourse to thq most flagrant mjsre^fssenta- 
tiodsi amongst the ioremost/s their con-- 
at ruction of Mr. Windham's observations oq 
(be militia; (who in reality said no.mpre 
than every muitia officer readily admits) 
btft,*Sir, for argument sake, for one 
moment that (heir representations are cor¬ 
rect*: tb what dfty it amount when com¬ 
pared wHh the wends of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Mr. Wii^jhami* aftbsed 
of vilifying the militia, haaefowing invidi* 
k ous ceitiparisoof between (hem and thq 

trfiopaM ■* *-- *"'-*= -** 

world. 


cempanaops Between »em muj tnq 
■ hf theitik the host soidiersHn sjje 
. v^Pkerefti.Mr. Addington hpa ptSp- 



m„ • 

«d tbetn.m 


manyinstances below the volunteer*. Who 
«re feaiher-btd Soldiers, of thescreatibrt of a 
day,' in great-measure composed ©fmuti 
nous and.turbulent shop-keepers, not undo; 
martial law, subject to little.or no control, 
managed by armed committees, who, in 
many instances dictate laws, cashier and 
apptpnt officers at discretion* But, Sir, 
when language to this effect was Held in 
the ffoUse; Mr. H. Addington observed, 
«thar Mr. Windham drew his conclusions 


itt JA&UARtf atifitM. • , tu 

- — - — in j lie coffee-room, which to a military mad. 


Some instances on a par, 


from a 
emus' 


solitary instance, “ ah .vno diste 
(observed Mr. rf. A.) “ ir hardly a *] 
fair way if judging." Instead, Sir^ of Mr. 
Windham having only a “ solitary instance" 
to back his opinion, lie might have ad¬ 
duced numberless equally to tiffs point. I 
could myself prove it to be correct in maT>y 
that have come within the sphere of my 
own knowledge. In noone more strong, 
than in tht^ conduct of the * * * volun¬ 
teer cavalry^ Soon after they were formed, 
•H.R. H. the Duke of Cumberland was ap¬ 
pointed to the command of the Severn dis¬ 
trict : .and some time after he came to 
* * *, he inspected the corps above-men¬ 
tioned. They formed in a circle round 
him, and with a becoming teal volunteered 
for any description of service'lie should 
deem most advisable. At this period they 
consisted of two troops mounted, and one 
dismounted, the mounted had captains ap¬ 
pointed, the dismounted had not. The se¬ 
nior captain commanded. Soon after this 
a dispute arose with regard to the appoint¬ 
ment of a major; this created a divisiop in 
the corps, both amongst officers and nien^ 
the majority were displeased with the. con¬ 
duct of their senior captain; and forgetting 
the saefed pledge theyjiad'juu made the. 
Duk%, forgetting the solemn engagement 
they had entered into by faking up arms in * 
defenre of their country at-so momentous a 
period, . they, together, with the ad esp- 
tait?and most of the officer*, absolutely re- 
signccTltad disbanded themselves? Soonaf- 
• ter ward) a other of, meetings were pub- 
ltcljr» advertised by the. commit tu ; at one of 
thca^ meetings the captain withdrew his 
name, in consequence of whet bad happen¬ 
ed ; on# this august committee, as twbdgh 
they had a commission superior to the Lord 
Lieutenant, re-appointed* the officers,, and 
re-embodjsd the men, who. had disbanded' 
themselves 11*-The infantry dorps of. 
that place is nqffi and respectable, and for 
the c&mtfftifqpat with which they perform-* 
cjp rato duties, deservfd aommea&licfn : 
pNnT wastHMr witoess *to an olRervayon 
nadc by agmtimau of thq,dorp*^n a pub** 

■ / . * / * 


appears replete with mutiny; he was speak¬ 
ing, of spme trifling change in the dress, 
which some of the corps, wished to adopt 
when on duty, but which at appeared! the , 
lieut.-coldhel, (a trulv valuable officer) eft- 
j*q,eif to. “ No matter, (observed this 
* tertian)'we shall span lave a committee, f opt 
vwn'stamp, and then we shall have, things 
comfortable If /’’-——Three" companies of a 
regiment in Somersetshire, wfaen the pikes 
were tendered them, would not touch them, 
and persisted in refusing, yflben ordered by 
the. cblonel in person.——I fear, Sir, I 
t re spa A- too much upon your patience, I 
could enumerate numberless, similar in¬ 
stances, bur rflese, with others which have 
been publicly cited, sufficiently evince, that 
these gentlemen soldiers, who compose the 
lath and plaster M army will, at they are 
now organized, both think and act, (lot only 
contrary to the opinion, but in direct oppo¬ 
sition to the orders of their officers.——But, 
Sir, to return to my react, and to be as brief 
as possible, Mr. Addington's observation 
was weak in the extreme j if he thinks the 
militia are as much more useful, as*hey are 
expensive, *in proportion tb the-volunceeri, ( 
nothing could be more absurd. Or if be 
thighs, in point spf uiiliry, they can efer be 
inferior to, or evea upon a par with a volun¬ 
teer force,* why give them, upon thsir pre¬ 
sent system, such sanction aifd supports, and 
why augment their numbers to such an ex¬ 
tent. But, Sir, on such a subject the 'ab¬ 
surdity i% too glaring to need ppinting.out. 
View it in vvhat*light you will, it was im¬ 
politic. In the course «f last wal, minister* 
found the steal of militia officers if great tees, 
with regard to Ireland and other services; 
and how far it was prudent to trifle with 
that meal, is a point 1 must leave to Mr.* 
Addington’s considerati®n. —-r-I am, Sir, 
wide' great respect, your obedient ser¬ 
vant • J. O. * 

Exeter, Jan\ 11, 1804. 


INCOME TAX. 


* Six,—However beautiful the buildings, 
however charraiqg th% prospects that floated 
before the eyes of the founders and the 
framers of the income tax, they are but cas¬ 
tles in the air; schemes which look well 
enough on paper, but never can be pat in 
practise. Measures founded (I allow) on 
ipund financial' ptin$i pies, but which under 1 
no government, and ih no country, can be 
carried into effect, until the dominion of 
truth is universal and'eelflUif'erest annihilat¬ 
ed.-Uudcr-thefo irapr0teion3 1 have been 
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1^5* supply may be raised^ without im olv- 
ipg the difficulties .which attend, thy pr^ynt 
income tax; and in the present sera of-our 
financial career t the held is not very ex- 

* tensive. I can discover no feomjfcrtext sub- 
jeer of taxation, but that of landed jiijM'uniJ- 
yfl property. I would wipe out’all 'tbd 
pdiout part of the inconrie tax, and would 
leave only a tax on landed and funded pro¬ 
perty, which, assessed and collected on the 
plan I should ‘propose, would produce a sum 
Approaching even to the whoJ,e receipt of 
Vie income tax, «ad which would become i 
Aire and lasting soirbe of annual tupply. 
•——A-new and equal land-tax is a scheme 
^opposed to have been Ion* in conlempla- 
V m, and kept as a kind ol < urps de reserve 
for woisc junes. Bat surely there can be no 
Solid argument against raising ’the supplies 
Ip the most easy and efficacious manner. 1 
can see no reason for husbanding this part 
of our resources at the expense uf another, 
fpd at the expense too of our comtort and 

kappioess.--A tax on the ft nds has also 

bdm mb contemplation, bat has hitherto been 
jpWqn'ed by arguments, which, to me, have 
always appeared! 'absurd. It it> said, the 
fitith of government is pledged against it. 
t$*e faith o£ government is equally pledged 
that no law whatsoever sbpli be made to af¬ 
fect. the property of any tqan. It may as 
well be’said, that the parson is aggrieved by 
the residence hid or the curate’s bit), because 
it has lessened the value of hi* benefice. 
When I buy an estate or buy stock, j equally 
know that* the legislature may'impose a tax 
on it, and »tax on t|ie ope, therefore, is no 
greater hardship than oq the other.-,—-The 
nem tax then that I would propose, is, an 
abaual tax of one shilling in the pound on 
the present yearly value of all”lands, houses, 
tribes, office^, and^ other hereditaments iu 
the kingdom, and on the yearly dividend of 
gU stock in the public funds, whether the 
propeity Of residents or foreigners, Ttye an¬ 
num tklue of lands to be ascertained by an 
actual survey and valuation of the whole 
kingdom, which, however arduous a task it 
may at first seem, may, 1 am convinced, be 4 
accomplished at no very great expense in 

% the course of * few months; and 1 am 
equally convinced, that there is ( no other 
maflw whatever pi getting at the fair artd 
equal value of land*. The tax would be 
imposed in the fihtt lotfencettn the occupied 
. permitting lyto to deduct It. in the pound 

opt qf his ient,j-The fofuCftfc would be 

opttected bjjthe same offiem, and under the 
same KgulaikSSraTshe present land tax ; 

* apsd.thf fund i** would b* collected at the 
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Bank, withjbt Bny risk or eapefce whatso¬ 
ever.— The produce of the fend tax may 
be in a monjent ascertained bv reference to 
the amount of the interest of the tiatiooal 
debt. Hit produce of the land tax is not so 
‘easily ascertained, but I am convinced it 
would, at least, be equal to the present laid 
tax at 4i<j in the pound. So that upon this 
supposition the .vthole produce of the new 
tax wquld be about two mi'hons.—~I am 
aware of one objection which must immedi¬ 
ately occur, that 'he tax is partial. Vy an¬ 
swer to this is, that the profit of laboui, for 
obvious reasons, o'ught not to be»tased at 
ail, that the savings of such labour will, 
mo,t probably, immediately become the sub¬ 
ject of tax ; that though the value of private 
securities may be enhanced il the expense Of 
fhr pubuc ones, yet this evil, if it is one, 
cannot iu its na'ure be txtensive ; and that 
it ibe tax tends to»drive thelnionied man in¬ 
to speculations of trade, it will in that re¬ 
spect tend to the ultimate benefit of the- 

country.-The ideas I have suggested 

have no claim to novelty, but my object is 
merely to call the attention of the public to 
a scheme of taxation which must sooner or 
later be adopted, to point out a mrasuie 
Which we must be driven to at last, and to 
suggest that there is no reason for harassing 
ourselves with the income tax, whilst any 
other subject of taxation remains unoccu¬ 
pied. R- B. 


SOCIETY FOR THE SVPPRbSSIOK OF VICE. 

Sir,—A n attack of some asperity ha* 
lately appealed in your Register against the 
Society for the Suppression of Vice. To 
say the least of this society, it is cqrnposed 
of gentlemen, tfot qnly of the first rank, but, 
what is moM-to the purpose, or the most so- 
*lid piety and talents in the kingdoni. I 
shall make .no apolqgy for this defence, as. 
With your usual candour, you have invited 

it,-Of the general propriety of such as* 

sociations, for sych purposes, I should think 
there could be but one opinion/* I shall not 
run into the common place assertion, that 
the world increases in corruption as iu-age, 
and that our morality H at a lower point 
tbah that of our fathers j but it eafoot be 
deified, that though the general atock of 
vice,-as «Wng id* pH ages from the same 
source, kf pentaps, in all agW«oparty the 
same, yet that some tents have been toore 
favourable than others W tbvgrowth of some 
cpariicqlar vice, and thus,* w4»h * regard to 
this, tfa&wrrupiian- it greater at ontfwhafc 
,*ban sntMper. - Thus the daik age* were 
them of bjgotty,° aod-that CrueUv of pars** 
f . » * * • 
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cuttofl whSfh invariably attendvopon religi¬ 
ous zeal. The prescot age has run into the 
contrary extreme ; this is the age of infide¬ 
lity, and jilt new philosophy. Unite the 
emblematic representations of the four first 
monarchies in The sublime ^nd prophetic* 
image of Daniel, the clay, theiioo, and the 
brass i compose the aliegoric m»patei*of feet 
of clay, of a heart of* irifn, and a front of 
brass, tfftd you have no bad image of a fifth 
monarchy, that of infidelity, and the new 
philosophy, The baseness of its origin can 
only be equalled by itS effrontery, and its J 
insensibility to every huiftan affection, and q 
charity is such as will scarcely permit us to 
rank it among those moral essences, tft which _ 
the understanding of man, in its utmost de-" 
pr.ivity, can be supposed to give birth. We 
owe it to the benevolence nf Providenoer 
that the sacred fabric of our church and mo¬ 
narchy has not as yet snub beneath its arm ; 
but it has japped what it was not able to 
overthrow, and the structures yet tremble 
•with the shock it has given to their founds- 
tions. Yes, Sir, I repeat it with ifcal re¬ 
gret, that our national faith in the truths of 
Christianity, is at present neither so general, 
nor so firm against attacks, as in the happier 
days even of out fathers. — With these pre¬ 
mises permit me to ask this question: are the 
assaults of this demoniac vigour to be opposed 
by ordinary and insu^cient resources ? 
When every thing is. in association against 
religion and, morality, is nothing to associate 
for its support ? When by the removal of 
one of the bars of moral restraint, the belief 
of future retribution, the passions have, ob¬ 
tained greater license, is toe broken bar tp 
be renewed, or *are we to remain spectators 
of -its ravage till it terminates in general 
, ruin. It is in the necessity of things that 
zeal Van only be opposed by zggl, and that 
what # is bigotry in a bad cause, is enthu-* 
siasm in a good one. In a word, it is to 
autjji associations that half the vencr^ble*ift- 
tlitutions in the world, owe, not only their 
origimfl bh|h, but their pcrgnanence to the 
• present, titny By the league of Smalkald 
our present national religion was established. 
On (he other hand, by.that of Ac' League, 
the Catholic church was preserved in a 
country in which it is now disgraced! *To 
produce an instancy in the-inemory of every 
ones, the association at Jthe commencement 
of the iqfCfcWjtr has been acknowledged by 

all,to,have gg^'dtthe constitution.-bo 

much tw to tstagpneral effect and utility of 
a$sociMio»».«s#m to proceed to the partly 
tAjaprerguments of the assailants o§ the*So- 
. dfny far tlte^appression'otf ViceS The. so- 
ziety has found it necessaty.to employ some 
. /. • ✓ • 
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under agent » 7 o discover the practices whiijh 
it professes to supervise and correct. Tins, ‘ 
say (lie ^.ailants, is introducing the system 
of Espionage-; and what injustice, they ex¬ 
claim, may not retort fj-om ^ueb a practice? 
These evil* md'y be reduced to two; first, ■ 
tjjat rtti; rewards of the sock ty tempt the in¬ 
formers,• upon any defect of matter, io falrtt 
information: secdbdly, that the fury may 
thus be led to punish innocence.——With 
regard to the fir.-t argument, that these un¬ 
der agents should be laid aside! because they 
may be occasionally corrupt, it may briefly 
be answered, that it is one of these*sophis¬ 
tries* which objects to the inti oduct ion of a ' 
thing of general xiiility, because it is subject 
to some partietflar inconvauience. Every 
instrument must be considered either as use¬ 
ful or pernicious,' according to the utility or 
inconvenierifce of its natural application, and 
not of its occasional deviation. If ahe sys¬ 
tem of the soc iety, in thus encouraging in¬ 
formers, be that of tempting them to •per¬ 
jury ; if this be the direct aud immediate ef¬ 
fect of their rewards, tire system is doubt¬ 
less bad; but if the evil of false information 
be only incidental, and the effect o&employ- 
itig these agents, however* comemptible in 
themselves, be generally not only good but 
necessary; if th* rat is only to be hunted to 
his hole by the ferret, and iniquity can only 
•be tracked to its burrows, by beingsjiki* it¬ 
self, there is an end of an objection" against 
the use of informers. In a word, this prin¬ 
ciple of moral law is no less certain than 
clear; tljat every thing Ts to be considered 
as good or efil, according to its generat, and 
not to its particularnajure, according to its 
direct and immediate, and not to its carnal 
or incidental effects. With regard to the 
second argument, the possibility of the con¬ 
viction of innocence, the assailant bore con¬ 
founds the notions of jud^e and accuser; the 
mfeymer is but the accuser, the jury.has to ■ 
decfdc • upon lh* weight of his evidence. 
The character of the. informer is here doubt¬ 
less considered, with every usual, indeed, 
suitable allowance against him, and balanced 
against the general reputation of-the 90 
Reused. From the usual caution of the court, 
iu a 1 such cases, Hone but the strongest 
guilt can be effectual to convict. 

There is a third objection, that this sys¬ 
tem of informers is to do evil that good m<<y 
come of it ; this i-i tbo same error which we 
I' hate above answered,*thuf of mistaking ti e 
excepti.m/or the rule,.the particular for the. 
general. It is*, doubtless, i(je duty of every 
one* to promote public justice," end though 
an. informer, by a pyjffitffce rather belong¬ 
ing to seutiajent than to morals, beau od.ou* 
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name, it is certain that, in discharge 6C 
public accusation, he commits no breach of 
“moral duty. If the 6otiety reward him for 
this office, they only reward hint for /he 
performance of a duty, to which prejudice 
alone has attached an unjust ignominy. Tbe 
informer, in receiving his reward,* ddubtkm, 
loses the merit of this discharge, but'lje as 
•till guiltless of any crime; he is 'thus*nol 
to be considered as being' bribed to ilK but 
aa being rewarded for doing good: the act is 
honest, and the society, as a human institu¬ 
tion, is bound to look no further. Nor is 
there more tn the final argument against the 
society/ The assailants say, if this nnusual 
seal of persecution be permitted in'one 
thing, it may at length be extended indefi¬ 
nitely to fanatic prosecutions on old and 
dormant statutes, such as against Roman Ca¬ 
tholics, kfi. &c. Ac. If such laws exist, 
however oppressive, they are sfill the laws 
of the land j now if we suppoae them (a 
presumption, by the way, impossible) from 
the operation of such societies to be called 
into effect, a very different event must re¬ 
sults from what this argument supposes. 
Either their execution will be permitted, or 
the legislative power interfere. If the for¬ 
mer conditipn of the dilemma take place, it 
will be a proof that the laws are not so ab¬ 
horrent from natural reason, and the im¬ 
proved manners of the timps; bo evil, there¬ 
fore, can here result from the zeal of such 9 
societies. On the* contrary, if finding them 
thus abhorrent, the legislature should inter¬ 
pose (as doubtless it would) in their repeal, 
the zeal of the society will then jhave an¬ 
swered no other purpose t&an that of 
awakening‘the legislative power to rescind 
the obnoxioni statutes from the code, in a 
word, this objection only proceeds on a point 
of probable inconvenience; I thick, there¬ 
fore, it is sufficiently answered by this proof 

of a more probable good.-Thu argument 

extends to their final objection, that such 
societies, in their fanatic «eal, may prose¬ 
cute the excesses of amusements (yhich 
, Padif&ient has been pleased to connive at), 

auch as bull-baiting, Ac. Ac. Ac.-This I 

consider as answered in what I have said 
above; for such prosecutions to hpe any* 
effect they most be grounded upon law. 
Now, in all cases, where the definition of a 
statute, from the general nature of its sub¬ 
ject, u vague *n$i comprehensive', such as 
the tacts upon t time Its and rioting, &c. Ac. 
e great discretionary power is wisely given 
.to the magistrates; in the«xercisa>of which 
they ere si Ml untjer the rertcaibis of respon¬ 
sibility, more particularly of character. Op¬ 
pression becomes "tffiw almost impossible. 
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Tne disctetpa&fy power of the taagutVatea 
is thus enaoled, and even indt&ctly com* 
pelled to discountenance and resist any such 
over ZealouS prosecutions. The majority of 
a county must be presumed tn be puritan!- 
Cals before such indictments, in the spirit of 
Puritanism, could obtain even an hearing, 

-1 am. Sir, your humble servant, 

1 Hsnxy G*imstoh, 

. 'A Member of the Copmttee, 
JVo. 5* Young Street, Kensington, 

January i6, *804. 
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CONSECRATING COLOURS. 

Sib,— Ever rince the tnvasionary fears of 
this kingdom have been so valorously ex¬ 
cited, tbe public prints are swelled wiib the 
elegant speeches, bold replies, pious orgies, 
and sumptuous dinners at the presentation, 
or what is sometimes improperly called, the 
consecration of colours.—“On 1 such march¬ 
ings and countermarchings, from Brentford 
to Ealing, from Ealing to Acton, from Ac¬ 
ton to Uxbridge, the dust flying, sun 
scorching, men sweating.”—Such accounts 
of these martial farce* were too ridiculous 
for animadversion; and even while the 
term eonseeration appeared to be a mere po¬ 
pular mistake, without being likely to be¬ 
come attended with any mischievous effecr, 
silence has been the best comment on it. 
—But now, Silk if the newspapeit are to 
Bfc credited, and they, in the present case, 
bear too many marks of authenticity for 
doubr, the proceedings at one of these fetes 
demand the most serious consideration, whe¬ 
ther, we consider it as involving the honour 
qf her Majesty, or degrading the pure sim¬ 
plicity of tbe established Church «f Eng¬ 
land.—We read in three triumphant co¬ 
lumns of a ministerial print, th^ tbe colours , 
worked byj»yal bands, were presented by 
»her Majesty’s proxy, and in her name, to 
the several companies of Pimlico Volunteers 
hr she rotunda at Ranelagh; that pravprs 
weie read by the Reverend VVeedon Butler, 
Jun.—that*a sermon was preached tm the 
occasion, and to giv&the greajjft theatrical 
efleet to this scene, Messrs, Brabant, lode* 
don, Ac. assisted tbp choristers of both ca- 
thediali with their voices .—There cafe 
be no* doubt that ministers of the Ghurch 
of England may and ought to read prayers 
and tp preach an peculiar occasions in un¬ 
consecrated places j‘whether suefe an occa* 
sion and such a place am imtjfiable in*'the 
present instance, is anothgfr tjuestion—the 
only justifiable pleas are property, orjoeces- 
iityt and it really appears, that a Vmr 
number otaersous knight have,been accaSN 
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t no nearer place, 4 Westroin 
where the solemnity of the 
temple and the trophied honouip of sepul¬ 
chral testimony over the remains of heroes 
who 'died •for- their country, would have 
added a dijynifiedj*pacriotic feeling, to tohyrh 
the frivolities of Ranelagh cannot be com¬ 
pared without a kind of sacrilege.—I will 
not say the pulpit is degraded and the desk 
propmtoed, which were removed to the ro¬ 
tunda i bur, when we look back a few years 
to the •circular letter df a prelate to his 
clergy oh the subject of theatrical singers at 
charity sermons, we catlnot but wonder at 
the names^f Jncledon and Brahara among 
the choristers; and considering the «whole 
of this motley sCcnery of “ the sacred and 
profane," how are we to rccencile the 
nice punctilious strainings of that prelate at ,| 
every little gnat when he si quietly swal¬ 
lowed this camel J -It agpears, Sir, how¬ 

ever improper and indecorous it may be, 
that this ceretnony should be permitted at 
Ranelagh at all, a reverend gentleman was 
dot sufficiently gratified with what was per¬ 
mitted there; for we are given* to under¬ 
stand, that he wished to introduce a prayer 
of his own composition, in order actually to 
consecrate the colours. This prayer has 
been hurried into the newspapers with such 
anxiety, and printed with such correctness 
as to betray, with something like certainty, 
its being sent there by the writer himself; 
and it was accompanied by a sort of com¬ 
plaint that her Majesty would not permit it 
to be used. If such was the case, so far from 
any blame attaching to her Majesty, she de¬ 
serves the highest claim for her discriminat¬ 
ing judgment.-Of the composition of* 

the prayer, to use a vulgar phrase, **the 
least said is the soonest mended." New 
prayeu even on the most*urgent occasions 
should be cautiously used—boflfj as*our 
common form embraces almost every possi¬ 
ble occasion, and because, (somewhat tife 
console this young gentleman for my re¬ 
mark) 6pm all the specimens of occasional 
new prayers Which have 'appeared for some 
'years,^ there » much Yeaion to conclude 
with a lati bishop, that the true spirit of 
plum-porridge and prayer-making fell togc-, 
ther. Indeed? for so young a clergyman to 
obtrutb fits MS. prayers pn any pretence is so 
absurd, that! should as soon have expect¬ 
ed her Majesty to turn aathor herjelf, and 
indulgp the public wiih*in$trocriani far the 

L ,c|*dle, and tphsHorthd nursery.--But I 

'‘ hbt.mfkd^lo Iffhcb to quarrel with the 
"Tuie reverend gentleipanis 





intention 
•, 


of 


consecratingyaic 


co- 


t? 

lours by it. I*have not the bpUOPr of h-.a 
acquaintance, hut in pure kindness have ail 
along presumed Kim to be a very youth* • 
perlfqps i^Deacon’s orders only, who has,not 
had an opportunity of .consulting his dic¬ 
tionary on the term, or‘inquiring into the 
history of it, and inveuigating to whom the 
powefrs of consecration belong. To conse-* 
crate js to “ make'holy," “ to devote any 
“ tiling entirely to God." I* may be asked, 
if the colours are not consecrated, why do 
prayers precede the ceretnony t>f presenta¬ 
tion ? There was a good old custom, still 
■preserved iu many places,andit were devoutly 
to be*wifhed that it were preserved in many 
more, to hear prayers previous to every sort 
of public business; it is continued before 
the daily deliberations of bath Houses of 
Parliament, &c.; and on certain days before 
the City companies, when they distribute 
their charities rnd dine with their liberies; 
but it never can be contended that they 
consecrate a turnpike bill at the one, or the 
turtle and venison of the other. As well 
might it be contended, that the First Consul, 
consecrated the invincible standard which 
your poor unrewarded friend. Lutz, proved to 
be vincible.-^—But even if* colours are to 
be consecrated, is the ceremony to be per¬ 
formed by a Deapon, for such I hope, for 
his reputation-sake^ this gentleman is ? In 
the whole history.of the church ^are trace 
the powers of consecration to be alone in 
the. Apostles and their successors, that is. 
Bishops •, and we read, even in papal times, 
of no consecrated fanners hut such as were 
blessed by*tin*Pone himself, or by legatine 
authority; which yord legating if this 
young gentleman shoulcT not understand it, 
may be explained by Lady Harrington's ap¬ 
pearance at Ranelagh as prbey.-This 

gentleman may tell me, that every priest has 
.the power of consecrating the elements, of 
the sacrament. I readily grant this, and 
have «to observe upon it, that this grower 
is particularly and specifically given to him as 
a priest* at ordination, and is derived from his 
legatine authority and the power so spe¬ 
cifically given at that time infers that he 
possesses it in no other. — I have troubled 
you. Sir,* with this long letter to rescue 
her. Majesty from the imputation of capti¬ 
ously depriving the colours, she munificently 
bestowed, 8f a portion of jjoliness, and to 
explain my opinion of consecration ; fearful 
that many zealous/, well -tiftaning persons* 
through the sanctioq which tht| reverend 
, gentleman's qudhilousness would have be- 
{* stowed upon it,, should be led into a gross 
superstition, respecting .consecrated colours. 
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flerogBtctfy to the principles of the establish¬ 
ed cborch of England.—.—1 am, Sir. your 
hntYrbte servant, , CLtftRicus. 

10th January, 1804. 


PUBLIC PAPER. 

.• » * 

‘ Official. Declaration of the Emperor skit *to 
the Deputy f the Equcstiian Older of Fran- 
eatda. ’ * 

The undersigned, Vice Chancellor of 
the Empire, has laid before his Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty the most humble address in which the 
thirteen member of the Equestrian Order of‘ 
Franconia, summoned to Bambrrg^he lyth 
of November by the Bavarft Palatine Govern¬ 
ment, have giten an account of the remark- 

atble events of that day.-His Majesty has 

Bern, with pleasure, by tint address, that the 
Bajd members of the Equestrian Order, re¬ 
garding as they ought the intentions mani¬ 
fested of the date of the 3d of last month, 
and guided by that sentiment of attachment 
to their supreme Chief which they have in¬ 
herited fjom their ancestors, have remained 
faithful to the. Emperor and Empire; and 
that, Conducting themselves as brave and 
loyal Germans, bother the menaces, nor the 
attacks actually made, hare been able to turn 
fbens from the obligaixonvwhich they have 
contract^ by oath, nor from the constitution 
which, has subsisted until the present mo¬ 
ment, and has been solemnly sanctioned by 
the last decree of the empire.-His Ma¬ 

jesty, ’in his quality as Supreme Chief and 
Defender of the rights «of the c Germanic 
League, has opposed an'energetic interfe¬ 
rence, addressed to his Electoral Highness 
the Elector of Bavaria, formally demanding 
that the status quo, relative to the Equestrian 
Order, should be re-established in all its re- 
r lations, such as it existed before his Highojsss 
took possession o£ the countries assigned to *[ 
him indemnities, and such as it has been 
solemnly guaranteed by the last decree if the 
General Diefc: that it should not be troubled 
again in future with arbitrary steps and mea¬ 
sures, and that for the particular differences 
that might exist, his Highness would never 
lose sight of What is prescribed ty the de¬ 
eped of the Empire of 1753. That his Im¬ 
perial Majesty expected from the character 
of the Elector; from his wisdom jnd fats dove 
df justice, that aftef havtng weighed with 
obblness this request of bis Imperial Majesty, 
foended entirely ttpWh the laws and the edn- 
stit ufipn, be-would feel wo difficulty to sat is 


in his quality as Supreme Chief, and con¬ 
formably with his duty, to* maintain the 

r " 


tranqutllity^of the Empire, to protect, by ul¬ 
terior measures, the immediate Equestrian 
Order agafost all violence and oppression. 
The undersign'd, .Vice Chancellor of the 
Empire, has the honour to^eomtnvimcate this 
supreme decision to the Envoy of tb© Eques¬ 
trian Order, in order that be may communi¬ 
cate ft to his companions, and that they may 
find in it new; Encouragement to continue 
invariably in the glorious firmnes's which 
they have displayed, and in their attachment , 
to the Supreme Chief and to the Consti¬ 
tution. v ^Signed) 

PRINCE DR COLIOK-EDO MANSFIELD. 

Vienna , Dec, 3. 

DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPER. 

Letter from Secretary Yorhe, to the Lords 
Lieutenant of Counties , authorising the ap-. 
prehension of such personf as may be clan¬ 
destinely landed on the Coast,.from Neutral 
Vessels. Dated Whitehall , Dec. 14. 

My Lord,. —It having appeared that 
Dutch vessels from Holland, under Prussian 
colours, have been in the practice of resort¬ 
ing to the F.ast Coast of England, for the 
double purpose of carrying on contraband 
trade, and conveying intelligence to the 
enemy, it his bec:n judged proper (0 direct 
that they should in future be prevented from 
so doing between the Humber and the 
Downs, Yarmouth “Roads and the Downs 
excepted. As, however, the measures 
taken for this purpose, may, in some in¬ 
stances, be eluded, by their putting persons 
clandestinely on shore, where the coast will 
permit of it, I am to desire that your Lord- 
ship.will particularly point the attention of 
the Magistrates residing in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the coasf. of Essex tg this circum- 
.slanee, reorder that they may direct the 
Peace Officers, fo be particularly watchful 
in discovering any persons of this descrip¬ 
tion, find in bringing them before the^Ma- 
gisfrates to be examined j in which,case T 
should wHh tjjat the result may bfc’ traits- , 

milted to me as speedily a* possible.-1. 

have the honour to be, &c. e. yotrke. 

JJ n " vr (• 

Copy df a Circular Letter from Mr. Secretary 
'Yorkh to the Lieutenants if till several 


Counties in Oreat Britain, dated Whitehall, 
14th Jan. ISO** 

My°Lo HQ,—r*Hi* Majqjjt’% confiden¬ 
tial servant* have thought jifo be tbtSr du¬ 
ty, on farther consideringsbhe improvements 
fy-theni completely, so much the more, as of which the volunteer syltf^a w cagable, to 
m Majesty the Emperor is firmly resolved, j extend to it every useful aid and asH&aSde 


which it^pin receive, consistent with act\je 
attention to that ^principle of ^conomy on 
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which Ihe 

have resolved to allow of adjutants and ser- 
• je&ut majors on permanent pay tft> corps of 
rjie different descriptions of force, consisting 
of the following numbers, without any other 
conditions or restrictions than such as mly 
, be applicable to the whole volunteer esta¬ 
blishment.-—Cavalry.—To every Arps, 
consisting of not less than 35 q effective rank 
and fife‘of cavalry, an adjutant on pe(ma- 
t .ricnt pay will be allowed.—[Pay when not 
'called oat into actual service, 6s. per day, 
2s. ditto for a horse.)——*To every corps of 
cavalry under 300 rank anH file, but con¬ 
sisting of not less than three troops of 40 
effective rank and file each, a serjean*t ma¬ 
jor will be allowed on permanent pny.— 
[Pay when not called out auto actull service, 
3s. lid. per day, includingpd. foi a horse ]• 

. — Infantry.—To every corps of infantry, 

(including artillery) consisting of not less 
than 500 effective rank and file, one adju¬ 
tant, and one serjeant major, on permanent 
pay, will be allowed—[Pay when not called 
out into actual service, 6s. per day; ditto ol <| 
serjeant major, ditto Is. fid. per day, and 
* 2s. Cd. perweek extra.]—To every corps 
of infantry, consisting of not less than 300 
effective rank and file, one adjutant, but no 
serjeant major, will be allowed on perma¬ 
nent pay.—[ Pay 0s. per day as above.] — 
To a corps of infantry, under 300 effective 
rank and file, but consisting of not less than 
three companies of 00 pritates each, one ser¬ 
jeant major will be allowed on permanent J 
pay.—[Pay as above, Is, CM. per day, and ^ 

2s. 6d. per wet.k extra,]-When the corps 

to which the adjutants and serjeant majors 
are appointed shall be called out on actual 
service by competent authority, these staff 
officers will rt^eive the pqy of their respec¬ 
tive ranks, as in the line.-Th#*djumnts 

are to Ije recommended by the Lords Lieu¬ 
tenants, for his Majesty’s approbation, in the 
usua^manner; but no recommendation eff* 
aif adjutant can be attended to, unless the 
-^person retomoaemled has served atleast four 
years as a oomtgiissioned .officer, or as a ser¬ 
jeant tnajoa in tire-regulars, embodied mili¬ 
tia, fegcible9, or Last India Company's ser¬ 
vice ; and the recommendation must likewise 
(Mstincdyfex press the actual period of ihe s*er- 
vice of the person recommended, and specify 
the particular-corps in whiqjfthat service was 
pctwra)ed««W8erjeant4BMjoip maf be ap- 
» pointed by“ thfl^pmmaodant of tlie corps, 
firom among p e ra u aj who have served at 
least thief* yewIrtf non commissioned offi- 
cef# i iu4ns Majesty’s regular,’ embodied mf- 
litifCor fond' ’ * ' ' 


cef#, 
. 1-kid 

such 


fettdbte forte*; and the period of 


service. 

" / 


and 


1 the pa titular corps in 

• ' * • 


{80 

arc to be distinctly 
specified in the fit*t pay .list which shall b* 
transmitted to the War Office after the ap¬ 
pointment takes place.-All adjutants 

,and serjeant-majors d/ho are placed on per¬ 
manent pay^are to consider themselves as, 
at all times, at the disposal and under the 
cofnnfanding officer of the corps for the 
time btfing, and are expected to give their 
attendance whenever required, for the drill, 
good order, and management o£ the curps. 

-It is not intended by this arrangement, 

to make any alteration as to the appoint¬ 
ment <jf Idjutants or serjeant*majors without 
pay. THey will’ still be allowed to corps of 
sufficient strengthens directed by the militia 
laws, and as befdfe pointed out by the War- 
Office regulations of the 28th of Sepiem- 
l*ber, 1803. 

His Majesty's Lieutenant of the —— 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Volunteer System.- Some time ago, 

the dangers to be apprehended from ^Jie hos¬ 
tility of the enemy occupied men’s minds ; 
but now, the danger of the Voluntew-s)9- 
tem, that system which was tb sa*e us fr-'in 
the enemy, has absorbed every or her. The 
pert “ right honourable relation” is said to 
have told Mr. Windham, that he appeared 
‘‘‘determined to have the last v.\rJ about the 
“ volunteers.” Would to Gad it bad been 
the last word! but the “ right honourable 
“ relation” will find, it is jo be fearedj that 
ihe affair of the volunteers will not end ia 
the use of loorcls.X Upwards of eighteen 
months ago, I expressed my apprehensions, 
that the “ Clerk would out-livc the l’ells j“ 
and, though I am not veiy apt to despair, I 
must confess, that those apprehAisions have 
been considerably increased by the rise and 
progress of the volunteer system; a system 
fey which the corporal and mental energies, 
by’wlfich the patritffis-.Ti, loyalty, liberality, 
and evep courage, by which all the resources 
and all the public virtues of the country, 
are turned against itself, and made to work 
together for its destruction.*——Since the 
publication of the preceding Bhcet, in which 
I endeavoured to call the attention of the- 
public to this fearfully important subject, 
there bare ^appeared some official docu¬ 
ments, on which it will fwv necessary to 
tnake a few oh serrations, Bpt, previously, 

I think it ri;ht ro corner an error in my 
statement relative to, the scandalous pro¬ 
ceedings at Chester. It appeals, that Ma*’ # 
jor WiliTtot was not insulud by the volun¬ 
teers of that place, at ihctime of rhrir bre.ik 
mg opcu the jail. Tiis gcctlemau, ih;rc-> 
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comparcdno sereral of the-Otileft,- ttfhnof, 
when- (peaking of a statement drawn from 
sources stfbfa as mine were, be fairly called a 
“ falsehood ;” uni r Major Wilrppt may rest 
assured, that the pablic, jnttead of parties 
pftting in his 44 astonisbmenr," at the incor- 
rectness of my statement, will be astonished 
at its correctness; and, he may also rest as¬ 
sured, that tfye'few remaining advocates of 
the yoluntcer system will be greatly morti¬ 
fied to find, in his contradiction of one com¬ 
paratively insignificant fact, a confirmation 
of a statement, in' which the corps, that he 
has “ the hmur\o belong. to,”* is charged 
wiih Jhaving broke open one of the king’s 
prisons, rescued a prisoner, chaired bint 
through the streets of a city, tore down the 
king’s fls/|j, and dragged it in the kennel.— 
•The Major states, that the Register was 
“ dittributed ” in the city of Chester j and I 
only wish to observe, on this expression, 
that, the Register was distributed through 
the Post-Office only, and to persons who re¬ 
ceive it from the news-men in London; or, 
some of them calling out, at the same j^at least, that I neither sent any copies to 

Chester, nor know of any having been sent. 
He says, that every 


« 7 l 

, fore, seeing the statement in the Register of 
last week, has written, to Mr. Secretary 
Yorkc a letter upon the subject, of which 
letter the following is an exact copy.— 
“ Chester, j^n. foth, '1804.—-Sir, a paper 
“ entitled Cobbett’s Weekly Political Regis- 
** ter, fbf Saturday, 14th j an. ijidi, swas 
.** distributed in this city this morning. *In 
**, it 1 was astonished*lo find some circum- 
44 stances, regarding myself and the corps 1 
** have the honour to belong to, most grossly'mis- 
** represented, and, in respect to myself 
,.** containing as gieata falsehood as ever 
44 was published. Bessys: “ pn receiving 
“ “ a refusal, they were proceeding to at- 
•• 44 tack the jail, when'one of the officers, 
41 44 Major Wilmot (a gkmlcman who had 
44 “ served long in the regulars), came up, 
44 “ in, his regimentals, and, after urging « 
44 “ them in vain to desist* declared he 
44 ** would put the first of ihem to death, 

** 44 that attempted to force the tail; upon 
44 “ which he was immediately seized by 
44 “ the volunteers, who pinioned his arms, 

“« “ . 

44 “ time, down with him, and others, break 
44 44 tie sword over his head. By the assis- 
“ “ tanc? of-some friends.he was rescued 

44 from them unhurt.”-And, in ano- 

44 ther part he says; “ and, at the end of 

“ “ some days, peace .was restored.”- 

4 l The above statement, I declare to yob, 
44 upon my honour and word, is false, in 
“ every sentence, word, and line, except 
. 4< that part in the circumflex, which says 
“ ** (a gentlemaV who .had served long in 
** “ the regulars.”) —yTothe above I am 
44 ready <0 make Qath„axid transmit to you 
44 if you think proper.—I am, &c< Jkc. &c. 

44 Joseph Wilmot, 1st Major Royal Ches- 
** ter Volumcers.—Post Script. I take the 
41 liberty to inform you, that, conformably 
with your directions, a regimental court off 
44 inquiry has been assembled some days. 

44 Tlfe proceedings, it it-though, will be for- 
w^y ded to the Lord Lieutenant of the 
44 County to-morrow. Aud I have the 
44 pleasure to add, that the town has been 
44 perfectly quiet ever sinte the evening of the 
44 a8//: f December, 1803.——Up^n this let¬ 
ter it is not necessary for me to say much 
more, than that 1 am very glad to be able to 
lay it before those who have read my state- 
- ment of the disgraceful affair ih question; 
because, it is perfectly consonant with my 
Interest as welt as my inclination, to pro¬ 
mulgate the truth. As, however, Major Wil- 
mot’s letter talks of “ falstitdbd" contained in 
V>y statement, I must just observe, that, a mis¬ 
statement as to eve circumstance amongst so 
may, and that one of ifftrior importance, when 


,f sentence, word, 

“ and line,” of what he has quoted from the 
Register is false; but, how docs he make out 
that it was false to say: ** And, at the end 
” of some days, peace was restored ?” He 
certainly does not mean, that peace was not 
restored at the end of some davs; but, on 
the other hand, it is hardly credible, that be 
I can wish the Seeretaiy of State to believe, 

I* that peace was restored on “ the evening of 
”,the 28/A of December,” when he must have 
, been aware, that the Secretary of State had 
beep informed, that, on the 29th of Decem¬ 
ber, the magistrates wrote to Prince William 
of Gloucester, declaring, th^t without the 
aid of trqnps, they could not answer tor the 
safety of the city ? If this was the state of 
the city on the 29th, and if the city was 
••crowded with people from the country to 
took at the ravages of the volunteers, andfif 
the militia sent in to protecfafoe city re-,.. 
mained therefor a.fortnigh(^will it be be*/' 
lieved, that my correspondent was guilty of 
a falsehood, in stating that, " at tbe^end of 
“ some days, peace- was restored ?”—Upon 
tbe'whole, therefore, I am afraid/’that the 
volunteer system, and particularly the corps 
thayt Major Wilmot has *' foe honour to be- 
“ long *0,” will derive byOirtlt benefit 
from his letter. If, tMvthejfiC handle has 
wiped off the disgrace #lcp the corps in¬ 
curred from having been<&utfght m assault 
their. Major, oh theather, it toserfoe bo- 
nour wsuch it enjoyed in a repoyted ioltfewce 
of the gobd aq^gallam conduct of that offi. 
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£cr. Amid# the scandal and inftflny of the 
scene this ^ndctet afforded us fome little 
consolations we saw, in the Cbesicr volun¬ 
teers, one man, whose respect far the laws 
and the magiatsscy led him to endeavour, at 
least, to prevent ftp atrocious outrage; but 
now, alas! we find, that the only part of tfie 
statement which was incorrect was that 
which afforded us this transitory glimpse of 
bope!-*-j—As to other aftd now instances of 
disagreement, indiscipline, and approaching 
.confusiqrv, the mass of materials is so great, 
s 9 numerous arc the cases of every descrip¬ 
tion, that I know not wWe to begin. I 
could have filled such sheers as this with 
the letters, which, since the tith instant, 1 
have received upon the subject. The pro¬ 
ceedings in the Loyal (they are all loyal or 
royal, at Chester they ate rtyal, it scents) 
Volunteers of Southwark embrace some in 5 

• stances of ministerial interference, and, 
therefore, they shall have she precedence. 
The quarrels in this corps were men¬ 
tioned in the former sheet ; but the 
statement was imperfect, and unaccompa¬ 
nied with the official documents, which 1 shall 

# now insert at foil length, because, as express¬ 

ing the determination of ministers on a point 
pf very great importance, they must be gene¬ 
rally interesting.-Early in the present 

month the dispute arose between Mr. Colo¬ 
nel Tierney and the men of the 3 d company 
of his Southwark regiment, who transmit¬ 
ted to him the following note and accompa¬ 
nying resolutions: 

The third company, with the utmost respect, 
takcihe liberty of conveying their sentiments on 
the intended appointment of their officers to Co¬ 
lonel Tierney. They earnestly request that he, 
will not consider their conduct as any failure in 
that esteem they have always entertained for*him, 
hut whatwhey conceive to be due, to thtir own 
indeftndtnc*. They flatter themselves that Colo¬ 
nel Tierney’s liberal and exalted mindpwritl induce 
him not to think .unfavourably of them on the 
presenroccasion. They beg him to accept their 
most sincere wishes for "bis health and happiness. 
•—-*^ao. 6 , 1 S 04 . 

At a general meeting of the third company of 

... Loyal So&thfark Volunteers, on£hc 4th of Jon. 

- sSo 4 -- —It tuAmoaoimtot/ji r/wfow/,-,—first—1 hat 
it having beyu (Related, at the formation of, tbit 
cprps, that the officers commanding the same 
should«be chosen by the voice of the msjority of 
the individuals composing it, which system was 
fallowed at ihe appointment of art the 
officc/e, in the first intranet'—and this also being 
she practice of all other volunteer cotps, %s well 
a* the understood meaning »sf the act of Parlia¬ 
ment on thlSnmibject, w|» the members of this 
compfty, do d^are, diet we consider this right 
to roomk r with vt ot 4 ^ timti and that it will be so 
h s " a volunteer body.*—— 

h«SpndJjWrThafweh ave learnt* with consider able 
•urjicee, that, on the appUtation of Serje.«ntRose, 
«4»tt by the voice Of the pompany, for |bc vacant 
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situation of secofll lieutenant, he Was refused, on 
the ground of a tiraager to lit nmfaoy having alreaa 
dy received the appointment—and that even with¬ 
out the least notice tflereot being given to us.— 
Thirdly—Tiat the company cannot bur consider 
themselves, in this instance, treated with unme¬ 
rited contempt 5 and arc theteforenletermined not 
to act but under officers who have been regularly 
proposed.to them, and received their approbation. 
—v F^urfhly—That these resolutions, after hav¬ 
ing received our signatures, shall he presented to 
our eoldbel commandant, by one nr more mem. 
beri of the company, in rhe bopfc that he will be 
pleased to take them into his immediate consider, 
ation, and return us that favourable aosiver to 
our feelings which we flatter ourselves, from his 
Renown attention to the welfare of the regiment, 
and tbf rights of individuals composing it, he will 
not hesitate to do. With proper deference, we 
subscribe ourselves, Ac. 8 tc. &c. (Signed by se¬ 
veral member* of t£* cpmpany.) . 

Upon receiving this billet-donx, it appears, 
that Mr. Colonel Tierney repaired i 10 Mr. 
Secretary Yoflke, who, of course, required 
a stateroeut in writing, which, after a con¬ 
ciliatory effort had been made by his direc¬ 
tion, was sent him under date of the lOih 
instant, in the following words: 

Sia—1 send you herewith an exact cojjy of she 
resolutions of the 3 d company of the t.oval South- 
walk Volunteers, the substance of which I .yester¬ 
day communicated to you; they are signed bv 
one serjeant, fRT3 by all but four of the piivates ; 
the ensign (both the rapiain and lieutenant hav¬ 
ing some days back obtained fttmmion to ttiiguy ap¬ 
pears not to have known of the proceeding.— 
According to your directions 1 this morning at¬ 
tended the parade, and, in the presence *of the 
whole regiment, after stating th> natuie of the 
offence, ordered the men who had signed the re¬ 
solutions, to deliver up their arms and accoutre¬ 
ments, which they accordingly did. 1 informed 
them that l**baiil<l lay before you the circumstan¬ 
ce* of their conduct And wait to know his Majes¬ 
ty’s pleasure upon in-2*-With rejpect*to the no¬ 
mination of officers having been given to the 
members of the association when the corps was 
first embodied, the fact undoubtedly is as stated 
in the resolutions j but I never understood that 
I occasional vacancies were to be filled up by the 
'‘choice, and at the pleasure pf the company in 
which they might happen to occur; and 1 have 
uniformly and publjply declared, that after the 
regiment was once formed, I rould allow of no 
further elections.-In the onlv case of a vacan¬ 

cy, which, excepting that now in dispute, has ta¬ 
ken place since our original establishment, I re¬ 
commended the new officer to the lord lieutenant, 
without, in any way, consulting the privates of 
the company to which he was- to belong, and his 
appointment was received as a matter of course. 
——-I cannot allow myself to conclude without 
stating to you, that, however culpable, in a mili¬ 
tary point or view, the conduct cr the individuals 
io question may have beet., I have every reason 
to rely on' their attachment toahis Majesty, and 
their readiness to meet anf danger in the defence 
o£ their country.—-I giust beg thatfoit will, as 
soon as possihle,*give me yont instructions as to 
what farther steps 1 am to take *n this very un¬ 
pleasant business.- 1 have the honour to be, he. 

<cc.4rc.— Cioace TjEftftpv, 
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Next corn" the letter of Mr Secfftarj | tn'orm vossythath It hii Mig-tty'jj pleatere tfc« 
Yorke to the Deputy Lord lieutenant of tbe 
county of Suriey* winch 4 shall insert, with¬ 
out stopping, at present, to inquire, ‘how 
Mr. Yorke came to copnmtmicate at ill, on 
tin* subject, Si rectiy with »he Commanding < 

Officer of a Corps. Lord Teignmouth, tn 
consequence of the illness of Loi{h Oqalbvv, 
is, it seems, acting Lord Lieutenant of the 
county, and to him, of course, Mr \ oxke s 
letter was addressed, under the date of the 
12th of January, 1804 . 

Mr Lord,—1 have the honor of tiantnnrttiug to 
yum lordship the copy of r letter 1 have receiv ed t 
Anas Lieutenant-tolonel Tierney, codm^nding 
the Loyal Southwark Volunteer*, with Sts enclo- 
Mue, bring a copy of the resolutions or tbe 3d 
company ot that corps, respecting the eleAlon of 
its ameers, and 1 am to acquaint your lordship, 
that having laid these papers before tbe King, his 
Majesty has commanded me to express his f> rfeft 
approbation of Lietttenant-Colobel ifcrney’s touduA 
oa this oceasioa, and his concern that the coin* 
panjr m question should entertain so erroneous an 
aptHio/t ol the terms on which the loyal tender of 
tacit SCI Vices was accepted, it nevor having hen ha 
Majesty’s intention that the successive vact stats which 
mtgjkt hspten amongst the officeis of the cat ft should be 
filed up tifthe manner which hat beta saf-fesed. 1 he 
corps being once established, his Majesty un¬ 
doubtedly npedis that youi lordship, as represent 
lug his Lieutenant 10 the '•ouuty ot hurrey, will 
rttamnendpaper fersa t it Jill up the vfUtancses as they 
tnayurue aima^ the jjsctn, in the,full confidence that 
tbe commanding officer of the corps will from 
time to time be coosulted di to the merits an 1 
qualifications of such persona a* may have pre 
tensions to succeed.—It u> my duty further to stale, 
ghat his Majesty has obsetvod, with the most se¬ 
llout regret, thcg>««r bunch of dnaphnt committed 
by the |d company ch Ley 1 Southwark Volunteers, 

»n asifcmblin ’ together without thy ort*er or per¬ 
mission ot their officers, andfwhen .0 assembled, 
in discussing and determuMng upon question* in¬ 
timately counc&ed wuh the military subordination 
ot the corps to which they belong — 4 nd f am to 
announce to yqur lordship, that it is hu Majesty s 
pleasure that your lordship should immediately 
snake known to Lieutenant-Colonel Tierney, that 
has Majesty eoteitains a just expectation that the 
good sense, loyalty, and public spmt of the indi¬ 
vidual. Composing the company 10 question, will 
induce them to acknowledge the impropriety of 
tbe lost of coodiiA into which they have been be¬ 
trayed.—1 have the honor to be, Ac. Uc. 

C, Yoxku 

The following is the letter of Lord Teigp- 
1900th to Mr. Colonel Tierney, covering ibl 
letter of Mr. Yorks, and dated l 4 tb Janu¬ 
ary, 1804 . 

Sir,— enclosed I have the honor towrsnsmit to 
you an cxtiaA of «letter which I have this day 
received from Mr. Yorke, cm the stthjedt of your 
cOmmnniratioii tonnnaf Tuesday last—If, con¬ 
trary to the cxpcAattou* expressed in Mr Yorke** 
letter, the iiAitnduaU of tMe company in question 
•hould unfottunanly persist in the improper line 
Df crtnduA into which they have been incon.ide* 
totely betrayed. Imp that cm mttru Aed to 


4 


cht. *erv>c«ttot iho»« mdHridafttfjfy m ho &haU Adheres 
to resolutions so adverse toa propersubordmauon, 
-halt be du^miinued —In this case, t have to re¬ 
quest thst you will hold the arm* and accoutre¬ 
ments, whn h may Imu e bean iMuabd'to them one 
of the public stores, at my |pcp<wa| —1 have the 
hefnor to be, Sir, &c. dec. T*ie»j*otrra. 

The '* regimental order*," m they Wo 
called, of Citizen Colonel Tierney close this 
hat of documents "They- ere dated on the 
lddbiosunt, acid are thus expressed. 

Lieut -Colonel Ticfney cannot make the above 1 
communication to the legimeut [the cofnmurtfca- 
tlon ooosisted of all the ietteis above inserted} 
without expressing his high mu* of khe steadiness 
and ,0(4 attention Is military discipline preserved by 
the Loyal bouthwark Vhluoteftrs at the parade ot 
Tuesday the 10th in«t —In the command of the 
Loyal Southwark Volunteers, it hat been, aset al¬ 
ways will be, tbe {iniiwrmendeavours of Lieut -CoL 
Tierney to com ill the convenience, and to meet the 
wishes of the officers and privates To this he has 
every inducement, m common wtih others who 
command volunteer cor pi, and m addition, thr 
Strong incitement ot a grateful recollection of tht many 
aSh of personal badness he has so repeatedly received 
from most of the individual* who aim pose the re¬ 
giment —To him, theiefore, any rigorous t-xeru c. 
of authority mutt be doubly painful, but nr> con¬ 
sideration cither of gratitude ormieiest, rtn He 
regarded in the perfonmaore of that military duty 
which he, who holds a commission from the King, 
■s bound, without frar or aHeAion, to the best of 
His judgment, faithfully to durhxrgi —Lieut -Col. 
Tiermy is persuaded, that the confidence his 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to express in 
the loyalty, the good sente, and the public spirit 
ol the individuals of the 3d company, will tnsme 
the continuance of those exeitions which, with to 
much credit to themselves,*they have hithetto 
displayed, and stimulate them to piomote and 
maintain that spirit of subordination, which, at 
a iqpment like the present, constitutes the surest 
and most honorable test of seal in the common 
Cause, 

And this coaxing whining staff, i i called 
" regimental rrdttj f,t This Citizen Colo¬ 
nel may kqpw bow to win the hearts of an 
unarmed rabble j bat how to gain and pre¬ 
serve the respect of men m arms, men who 
see and who bear about them, the suie and 
certain sign of their power, he knows nf» 
more than*abgby at the breast, fikttb cannot 
but smile, to hear the poor fsrcrtgsfmg Colonel* 
expressing “ his btgh jetbe of ihs<teadtnes$ 
“ and strict attention to mhtarj dnaffine'* 
preserved by the corns oo the iOth instant, 
’Tbe Very day that the refractory cbmpeny 
threw amm tfmr arms / As to his “ high 
“ sense/’ font i»*§n unintelligible phrase j 
nor is it very certain what thisjflrt.or Colo¬ 
nel may regard as '* strict jfSbtary disci - 
“ pirns j” bur we all Jmow, that men- 
^throwing down their arnnlNNUcaviqg that 
tad ks cannot, by'anjt possible routoni on if 
language^ be denominated « UeatUauf7 ri ^ 
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Never wera man in arms yet wen by coax- enemy of tbe pefylc. I barn bhbertQ, treated 
ing> and tile Citiwn Colonel riay rest as these calumnies with silent contempt t %Vt , 
sored, (Hat all his “ uniform rimeavours to the times are now approaching, when, if 
“meet the wishes of his officcrt ami pri uncoqlrarlacted, they may lead, to ds»- 

«* vates,” find that all bis grateful recol- geroiw consequences-Begging pardon 

" lection of' if»e gprny acts oi jrer-sonal kind- , for this digression, f shall nov/ return to,daft' 

•• ness,' Will render his men the more f«- subject of tint xolonteer sysi^m, and state 

fractory, and will, if often repeated, very sortc. haw instances'pf its bles eil effect* 

soon leave him at perfect leisure to exercise A* cifrps not fur frjxn Chester has, on ac- 

hi* cqrps at Somerset'Houje. Over this count bf tbe disputes, and the mtUKious state 

corps, ihdeeJ, he has something like, suo- that grew out of iheifi, been dismissed till 
% statjtial authority; it couaisls of w/va/^rr of February, to give them time toj&aJ ! The. 
apecuhkr description. This is by far the follpwing account has been.transmitted tns 
safest stung of the ColorTel’s bow. and will, front one of tJie principal sta-ports Thf* 
most assuredly, never fail h*m, as long as he *“ mejt \vho call ihpmsqlvffs volunteers of. 
is Treasurer of the Navy-—Some persons “ this a fid the neighbouring fown, have for 
say, Uiat, supposing this determination of " these last'wo jronihs doue garrison duty, 
government to be perfectly proper, it has , “ upon Snud iy,<fonly. - Christina s and New 
been begun in the person of one, who was “ Year’s days falling upon Sundays, il»> 
very iattly silenced 1 om bawling for popu* 1 “ volunteers ^petitioned the general offi* 
,lar privileges and independence, and, there- “ cer to be excused duty on those twp fegti- 
fore, begun in the most ungracious and irri- “ vals, that they rflight dine comffria^ 
fating example that could be made; and, " with their families. This, request WA(t 
indeed, who would not have chosen almost “ complied with, and having gained thtti 
any other commander, and any other men, “ wish of their hearts on those days, they 
whereby to begin the reformation ? But, “ have now written a round rubbuj to the , 
the die is now cast: the King's determine- “ General to desire they might be' put op¬ 
tion has been declared, and, if it he receded “ guard altogether,——This, however, t» 4 U 
from , if tlie government yield, or if any “ request tha^ I suppose will not be com- 

compromise take place, then. “ plied with- On Thursday and Sunday 

.but, why should 1 sound the “ last, which arte general muster days, und 

alarm any more ? It is now two years since “ days of, exercise, wot one-tenth part of them. 

1 began to do so Evil after evil has come made their appearance. A serjeant jhnAsr 
upon the country, just in the time and the “ his halbert away uponthe Grand-Parade,, 
manner foretpld by me. Alt my humble “ in view of upwards of a thousand people;, 
endeavours to prevent these evils have been ' “ damned his officer, and swore he’would? 
rewarded with injury to my property, and , “ serve bt^tnpre, ^Thii.Iwa* witness <o my>. 
with calumnies and curses upon myself. The “ self. The sameXj* 1 two captains resigned; 
ministerial hirelings and base dependents, “ these two gcnnWticn quitted th*e service,: 
seem to regard me aj.a very selfish person. “ because they wanted to wear white belt*-. 
They stem to think,, that I am endeavouring “ instead of black ones, whichthe inspecting; 1 

to save t&e kingdom for syne purpose of shy “ field officer would not a)low.* Theso.ajtwb 

osrvi ;*and they really speak and*act as if " ten thousand-other things appear to my . 
their first, and, indeed, their only object, *“ view every day,, and convince roe that 
was to thwart me in mysinister pursuit I How “ not one corps in the whole service can, 
they^came to take up this notion, Icannftf " upftn their preset!t system, be depended', 
imagine; for, though, after haying earned “ upoafor one hour.” What a wholesome 
a handsohie\bttuiie in- a foreign Ittnd, I sa example is here afforded to the regular troops, 

crifieed it the sake of my King and in the same garrison ! God defend us ; for * 

country, and though I rendered that coon- our state, is most fearful!-At Oxford; 

try gr^uer services than ever was rendered it “'the loy$l volunteers,” commanded by Sir; 

by any private individual, 1 defy any one to Digby Mackworth, have been, not selling: 

say, tbaM ever, either directly or indirectly, out, bat buying out of the corps, at the ex*; 
ysked for, or received, any rewards favour^ or pease of ni)^ pounds per man They stated; 

thanks, from any branch of* he government, and; I dare say, very-truly. *hat they-could 

Note pengy the public raopey eter came not continue their attendance in 1 the corps, 

into fHy pock?^* 1 «ever, like the hired “ without material infitty to their corner ns." 

slave* who reviie r^e, lived upon the labour This is a confirmation of what l» have fre- 

of the prnpln. t iiiitin in inAtinllnn livej yet # quently.stated, that it is impossible tar trader- 
thfbe slaves use. all their cunning and imptf- men to continue in the corps, without ruiu- 
inculcate a belief, that b am the ing iheir business. AudyetMf.Fittwisl.es 
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to triple the number of exercising days! f action, in the Court «fiCitt fcVSf^b* Vet 


What a dangerous thing it is for an eloquent 
statesman to meant npon«a hobby-horse J— 
The dissentions in the Southwark Volunteers 
Increase as I unite. Thf newspapers of this 
. moramg (Frihay),* say, that in conse- 
“ qoence of Mr. Tierney's insisting, to fill 
„ w up vacancies of officers, the Cap*, of fye 
° light infantry company resigned, ana lus 

n flOWpanyJSlid down tbeirartus."--In the 

<3sftewe Royal Pimlico volunteers, who are 
commanded .by Lord Hobart, and whose co- 
lottrs were lately presented to them, with so 
Wuch pomp, at Raoelagh, a man has been ,j 
Jfoed for absenting himself from drips.. He 
pleaded, that all the days of absence, for 
which he was fined, were*Sundays, and his 
jjtiigions principles would not allow him to 
Attend on that day. For this defence there 
la even a sanction, I believe, in the act of 
Parliament. The man was fined, however, 
and declared his intention of Withdrawing his 

S ooe in consequence. Here is a new source 
dissatisfaction; and, if a very few' more 
■tub instances occur, there will, undoubtedly, 
he la loud cry raised amongst the dissenters, 
"which a meeting of their pastors in the West 

IttSJllrdady prepared us to expect.-In the 

midst of aH this fining ami ^mulcting and 
levying by distress and purchasing freedom 
ftotij volunteer service, oat comes Mr. Co¬ 
lonel and Counsellor Erskine’s opinion, pub¬ 
lished dp the newspapers, apparently by his 
■Dva authority,'flatly contradicting the joint 
opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
fpf stating, that members of volunteer corps 
jmo a right to resign whetitoevgr they float* l 
** Cal! yon this baching jte»r friends ?" This is 
the same Colonel and C-:tf«*elk»r, who, be¬ 
cause Mr. Windham foretold the Conse¬ 
quences which have already arises from the 
Volunteer System, asserted that if that ten* 
.Neman's words had been uttered out of the 
Parliament House, “ they would have 
*' amounted to a misdemeanor!** This is the 
gentleman who has now°publUhed fivdeo- 
Jttflm of confuted verbose law opinion, 
bolstered up at the head and foot with a ful* 

* some disgusting eulogy on the people and on 
hit own political principles and conduct, 
This i| the gentleman, who e^Hnued hft 
indignation at what Mr. Fox said relative 
to the Volunteer System: this\% one of the 
gentlemen, to whom thq mmiitrr* look for 
support!——If Chit Colonel and Counsel- 
Jar’s opinion bq correct, all the fines, Sec, 
that have been im poled, have been imposed 
' contrary to-Jaw; the njixtirqs have been il- 
kgalf and are, af count, good ground of j, 


•the news^imrs are,filled with accounts of 
finings andfffiutetinga teen' now going on, 
in every part of the kitogdom. Every way 
that we look, we see only coofiiuen growing 
upon conlusion oil of this iU*fudged eat pe¬ 
ri ihent made by our “ safe” and i'firwknf' 
politicians, in the pursuit of low popularity, 
under the guidance pf Mr, Pitt and Mr, 
Sheridan; for,, it w$i the former of .these 
gentlemen that firstfmjsoted dm system ofyokit- 
teers t in lieu of the general levy, and >1 will 
not be soon forgotten teat the latte/firoject* 
ed the ever famous Vote of thanks —Bur, 
it is no matter, who was i be father or tho 
losteiqr of the system: the system exists, 
and the dangers of it arc generally felt 
throughout the country. It may yet be done 
•tvayj there la yw* rime .to save the nation 
|*ftoirt us menacing and hideous effects; but 
that time will be passed the moment a compro¬ 
mise takes place, sand really the proceedings 
with respect to the Southwark corps seem 
to indicate that a compromise will be the 
result. Sincere!j, however, I hope that it 
will not; and, though many of the bate 
newspapers aie, I perceive, already begin¬ 
ning to turn against the government upon 
this trying occasion, 1 do hope, that, bere $ 
at least, they will make a stand, as they 
must be convinced, that the very first step 
that they recede, will, by every reflecting 
roan, be regarded as the signal for the de- 
, struction of the moaateby. If they show a 
becoming resolution, thejLwill be supported 
by the people as well as By the Parliament; 
but, if they yield,'even in the most trifling 
degree, upon this all-important point, all the 
£»mid all the selfish all the “qefe” politi- 
cianqwill instantly desert them. One con¬ 
cession will lead to the demand of ( another 
concession, till, tj in other similar qases, 
resistance spill be attempted when it will be 
tm late. Now, therefore, is the appointed 
time, and I venture to add, 1 hope not jpro- 
flwwly, turn is the day of political salvatjpn I 
Let the way he open for whomtoevec 
pleases to seiigp, hut ten those WtJoTemain, 
let ail those who hav# arms iij/thcir hands, - 
submit, implicitly submit, to tbewUrt, of 
the King. Enough spd mode than cqpugh 
will be ready to serve ppon almqstvfjptennf, 
that 1 his Majesty shall think propel to pre¬ 
scribe ; and those who ire not, can never 
be e»f any use *yi. the defence of tbq 
country.«- . te , „ 

The importance of gli»s musi»*i|-,: 

loglte for the oialssjhn p£ the other topics 
intended to he treated of. «*» . * 

a * <f # 
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*• From ibe^tngBSSge of Ministers, lam to gonctade, that tbef/otuntcer System, whether right o* , 
“ wrong, it now hied, and incapable (?f being altered. Bui, l insist, that it is not tiled, and thaf 
u it muit on the contrar/, and infaliiably will, at nif disfatq period, come again under rcv-iiion. It 
M is with a view to that period, that these observation#are made. The defects ol this system witP 
"** never suffer it to go op Itfcig as it is. I wish, therefore* that before rle time, to which l now look 
44 forward, gentlemen would be prepared with their opinions on the scvcgpl parti of the measure ; 

“ would consider how far tbe objections are valid; how far the parts objected co may be corrected 
11 or got rid off and, failing of that, whether the whole system will not require to hf«ew cast, and, 

‘, in Mreat degree, possibly, to ne done away.”-JW». W indkam\ Sfta h <m tht VJurretr hxtmy.hn 

Bill. CMett’t Par/iamentMry Dilutes, December i^, j8©j. 

-—-^ >■- rpe 

ministry ,) “ under these filial impressions of 
“ the public mini, both at bqpie and abroad, 

“ was Ixird fhiwkciburv obliged to sub- 
“ mit to the first overtures of a treaty, 

“ which .appeared to all men almost im- 
“ possible to be obtained upon any terms 
“ shut t of ruin and disgrace." I ain Forcibly 
stopped again here, to ask every true and 
hone.'t man, who remembers the state and 
feeling of the country in the month of April, 
liter, just after the battle of Copenhagen, 
whether the slave of the -xeU-mcahins minis¬ 
try has not here promulgated another most 
gross and sSTamelul falsehood*? Whether, 
on the 14th of April, ifior, the very day on 
which London was illuminated in honour of 
Jibe deeds of our fleet itf the Sound; v^ha- 
ther, on that clay, the daymen which Lord 
Hawkesbury* gave in his first projet, it 
did really 44 appear to all men almost im¬ 
possible for England toobtain peace upon 
any tern* sfyrt f ruin and disgrace?" The 
Near Ob-erver Qf^ceods: “ It,is fresh in 
4< the recollection of the public, that, upon 
“ the peace, a difl'erence of sentiment im- 
“ mediately appeared amongst the late mi- 
“ msters, so 'erious and important as not 
44 only to confirm tha opinion of there* 
44 having long existed a schism in their ca- 
“ billet upon tha^ question, but toln&ke it 
M appear /®' ever impossible for them to act 
“ agitin in any political union ichai soever," 
This has constantly been the course of tho 
Addingtons. Divide and gouees, is 
their maxim; a maxim upon which they 
have st^uTily acted, and the folly, the sel? 
fishness, the ambition, and the blindlanifno- 
sity ofothers have most efiicienlly favoured 


ANALYTICAL AND COMPARATIVE VIEW 

Of two pamphlets, lately published, tbe one 
entitled , “ Cursory Remarks upon the State 1 / 
Parties, during tbe admhjisiraU 'n of Mr. 
jlddington, }/y a Near Observer;" and 
tbe other entitled, 11 A Plain Answer to the 
misrepresentations and calumnies contained in 
tbe Cursory Remarks of a Near Observer, by 
A more Accurate Observer.*’ 
(Continued from p, 72.) 

The parliamentary conduct of Lord 
Grenv ille is now to be examined. The 
Near Observer, which, the reader will bear 
in mind, is the name assumed by the parti¬ 
san of the present Treasury, begins his at¬ 
tack upon his lordship’s conduct by endea¬ 
vouring to persuade the world, that his op¬ 
position to the peace was unjustifiable,be¬ 
cause he himself had proposed similar terms of 
peace , during the negotiations at LLle.»Bul, 
the prelatory remarks must first be noticed. 

44 The retread” says he, of the late minis- 
44 ters, was regarded, both by the government 
44 of Krance and the neutral powers of the 
44 continent, as a virtual confession of thjj 
44 inability of the country.to persist in the 
d war, pa riiat, they had the misfortune to 
44 retire, as 5 ! the new servants of*the crown 
14 to succeed under file imputation, that 
44 the forifter possessed no ability of making 
44 peflee, and the lallcr no means of con- 
44 turning the war. It was even believed 
44 that the late minister had been long di- 
44 ..videdupon this point, # an opinion which 
44 subsequent events appear to hgve justi- 
44 fietj.’*»I Kite not necessary to contradict 
this gross amlSshanteful falsehood, but it 
would-not be rijjjtt to transcribe it without 
bjestovving ‘on it a mark -of reprobation.•! 
44 Tinder these fatal impressions” (conti¬ 
nues the hireling of the v:tli-mantog } catf.Ud 
V»e. V- f r . 


* The fust ovciturc for a fsitty was made by 
Lord Hs wkisbury, on the iistaif March j but, the 
first mi’ithn of terms w#s made' on the r.^th of, 
April the d.ty nfta th$ news of the uictoiy of Co- 

penhagen was received.-Kqr proof of these 

facts, as well as for a specimen of diplomatic 
prostration, see the authentic papers,' Register, 
Vol. Ill. pp. 1179, 1 i8o,*iiSi, and 1183. 

* K 
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their'views., Was there evefbefore heard “1 
' of such an impudent .sort of* reasoning: be- “ b> 
, cause the members of ihdlate cabinet dif- “ p 
fered widely in opinion, as to the pAce “ ‘ 
made by their^successors, we are to con- “■ ei 
< elude, not only thaf there had tag been a • “ I. 
schism in that cabinet, but that it is ipipos- “ C 
^sible for them ever again to act together IV “ c 
pny political end whatsoever; and^ in a “ ci 
subsequent past of tjie pamphlet, we are “ tr 
. fold, that it w’ould be scandalous” and “ a 
“ profligate*’ in them so to unite, save and **• ci 
except it were for the righteous purpose of “ ti 
. Supporting the Addingtons rflid I^awkes- , “ ol 
'buries; in that ease, the end would^sanctify “ A 
the means! , “ h 


“ i?97. 
44 broke i 


powers 






ready t# fe- 


“ ‘ new the i war at tbe^ appettr- 

“■ ed to have deserted, *tlV, Tfo* Treaty of 
44 Leoben* Bid been- signed, fnd that of 
“ Campo Forimb was mt to be edn- 
“ eluded. The stoppage tf Me Bant had 
“ created consternation 'aftd fembarrass- 
“ ment, and tlie stwHm\ii,tkefleet had spread 
“ around us general, rfesfiondency. The 
“■ circumstances afiy jiituatioh of fne cotrn- 
“ try were totally different at thesperioch 
“ of our negotiations at Lisle and at 
“ Amiens, and that differiihee wtfcs certaih- 
“ ]y not in favour of the former period. I 


We now come to the passage relativ e to , “ cannot see therefore, why the * basis of 


the. negotiations at Lisle. “ The unfortu- 
“ nat’e negotiations at Lisle,” says the 
Near Observer, “ confined rand circum- 
44 scribed every projet or overture the 
44 new ministers could hazard. Could Mr. 


“ 4 the TJrcaty of Amiens,’ is to be con- 
sirfered as necessarily ‘ (faced at Lisle,’ 


“ or why * the projet of Lord Grenville 
44 ‘ was a circle out of which his successors- 
44 4 could not Irfad.’ Tlicse assertions are 


u Addington propose terms less favourable ' “ made dhiefly to prove the inconsistency 
44 to Buonapartd, than Lqrd Grenville had . 44 of Lond'Grenvitle in offering the projet 
t( pffered to Barras and Reubell? Would 44 and in disapproving the Treaty, From 
44 Franbft, now that one half of the Conti- “ this charge he exculpated himself very 
44 nen^ lay prostrate at her foot, by the 44 ably and successfully on the discussion 
44 Treaty of Luneville; mistiest of Ervflt; “ of that treaty.” 


44 Treaty of Luneville; wisest ef Egypt; 
“ and stirring up n confederation of Kings jicm 
lie bourn of the North , accept conditions 
tl less glorious or profitable, than we had 
41 pffered her at the mouienbofone of hoc 
44 revolutions,,while the powers of Europe 
44 were unbroken, and ready to renew the 
“ war*at our side? The projet of Lisle, 
f therefore, wash circle t out ol' which the 
44 successors of Lord Gi,enviJle # couId not 
« tread.” _ >£' 

The answer, which the Accurate Ob¬ 
server has made as to this point, is as fol ¬ 
lows : “ I cannot agree, that France was 
44 mistress of Egypt, during our nogotia- 


“ and in disapproving the Treaty, From 
“ this charge he exculpated himself very 
u ably and successfully on the discussion 
“ of that treaty.” 

So liir the Accurate Observer is perfect¬ 
ly right; but his refutation is by no means 
so clear as his facts would haveenabfed him 
to make it. Lord Hawkcsbury’s negotia¬ 
tion w ith France began, as I have already 
stated, on the 14 th of April: then, and not 
till then, was the first proposition tnade. 
The news of the battle ofthe 21st of March, 
when Gen. Abercrombie was killed, when 
th? “ Invincible Standard” was taken by 
“Lutz, and when the fate of Egypt wns, in 
a gftat measure, decided; this news had 
not, indeed, been received when the first 
projet was delivAcd in by &ord Haavkcs- 


44 lion at Amiens; nor, if I did, could I. bury; but, it was toon afterwards re 


44 consider it as’ a reason why we should 
V have accepted less advantageous tprrns. 

Neither can the * confederation of kings 
44 ^rroin the bosom of the north’ b& justly 
44 stated as placing us under a disadvan- 
44 fagein that negotiation, for thatconfe- 
41 delation may be considerer^as having 
bec*n dissolved by thegloriousvictory at 
f 1 , Copenhagen, obtained a vefy few days 
44 after the first overtures for peace.were 
44 Jpade. As Ijltle can I agree that we 
4if, Were entitled to more favourable terms 
ij^ tHan those which we were willing to 
Si .* 4 have accepted from France at Lisle, be- 
;** cause (u is^aid) wS treated ‘ at the mo- 
44 4 ihent of one of her revolutions.’ The 
44 tortus were offered pi colons to the revo-, 
“ Jtttion'alluded to of the 4 th September,' 


ceived, and the complete reduction?of the 
JFjench force was expected to take place, it 
did actually take place, and the news jif 
that reduction was received in^Fsaoce, it 
least, before die preliminaries.were signer]. 
And, to prove, ihaf, even atihe tinte wheb 
the first proposition was made, the expedi¬ 
tion to Egypt was not regarded as° being 
44 totally incompetent to its object ;” p to provfc 
that its success was not contrary to 44 dll 
{< fytman computation and probability f - .16 
prove tl^t the fittaJ conqaest of that coun¬ 
try from the French wUs naf** fife £onsc- 
“ quence of a series of unhoped for victo- 
“ ries,” the Accurate Oliver might have 

^ ~ ‘ -- * 11 1 11 ■" —— 'G*~ 

* TiieTreaty of Leoben was signed iSth April, 
that oi Campo Foiinio sjth. Oct. 1797. 
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before, 
Otto <§i the 141I1 of 
4 -F&I toawiireaaffjpTf news was received 
, ofthe viq^ory of me a i&t of March. “ If,” 
says the projej, _ “ authentic information 
** should "be received, previous to the *ign- 
“ ing of the preliminaries, of the evacuation 
M cf Egypt by the French troops, t>r of a 
“ convention concluded it that effect^ his Ma- 
** jeslywill not bold himself bound to sub- 
“ scribe to the above eund it ions in all their 
, N«* exftsnt If this wits the language or 
ministers previous totfae news ol the vic¬ 
tory of Alexandria; if fhis was their lan-* 
guage at the beginning of the negotiation, 
is it consistent with candour for them now to 
assert, that, to the end of that negotiation, 
Fratice was considered as the mistress of 
** Egypt ?” • * 

With regard to France having “stirred 
up a confederation ofUing’s from the bo- 
* l som of .the North,” the Accurate Ob¬ 
server truly states, that the confederation, 

• if it was one, might be considered as dis¬ 
solved by the battle of Copenhagen, the in¬ 
telligence of which was received btfoie Lord 
Hawkesbury made his first proposition to 
Mr. Otto; but, if it was not dissolved on 
the 14th of April, it surely was completely 
dissolved by the effeath of the Emperor Paul, 
and by the Convention, the much boasted 
convention with Russia, which was con¬ 
cluded on the 5th of June, 1801, four 
months bt/ore the preliminaries of peace 
were signed, und several weeks lefme Lord 
Hawkesbury receded from his first proposi¬ 
tion, What pretence, therefore, is there 
for classing the “ confederation of king*” 
amongst the dangers, which the ministers 
had Rencounter in a continuation of the 
war,? Wha^ pretence if there for citing the 
state of Egypt and the dispute wMh the 
Northern powers as circumstances tluf 
rendered bur situation in 1801 worse than 
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Ithe basest <* advocate*, pleading fo tW 
basest of tribunals, would have attempted 
such a mode o£ defence. How was Lord" 
Hpwkeibury bound by the project of Lord 
Grenville ? It was s hundred times acknow¬ 
ledged by the late/ , ministry,4bat the rtlptur© • 
of the negotiations at LUle was a fortunate 
•ircm^tance; and, yet a project delivered 
*in fluring that negotiation was to be a cirdfc 
out «of which tneir successors could not 
tread t Besides, how happens it, that, tb^ 
other plans of the late mini-.try did not be¬ 
come circles out of which lEeir successors 
could not tjead ? How came those succes¬ 
sors te have boasted, 'evert in ilie very pam¬ 
phlet before us, of acting upon principles 
and in a mode, diametrically opposed to the 
principles and'modes of thtir predecessors ? 
How, for instance, came Lord Hawkesbury 
to solicit an interview with a Coijimissary of 
Prisoners, so contrary to the practice of Lord 
Grenville; and how came he, atmnee, to 
assume a supplicating tone better suited to 
a petty dependent republic than to the 
King of Great-Britain ? How came his par¬ 
tisans to boast of this shameful act of degra¬ 
dation ? And how came the stockjobbers to 
applaud him to the skies? The project at 
Lisle, tbocJgh made under circumstances 
Such as we iiave seen, and though never jus¬ 
tified by any body, but upon the ground of 
hard necessity; .that pi eject retained the 
* Cape as well as Ceylon 5 it secure^ ftirtu- 
gal from loss either in commerce, in money, 
or in territory; it provided a real and com¬ 
plete indemnity for lh^ Prince of Orange; 
it mad<^ no saoriiice ot any ally of Great- 
Britaiu 5 where,<w*the peace of the Adding¬ 
tons and Hawkferauries has sacrificed them 
all, and has left us not a friend upon U10 
face of the earth. But, after all, and .to 
conclude this part of the otfaminarion with 
a fact, which seems to have been entirely 
overlooked by every tjpdy, the project Of 
Lisle was never taken into consideration in 


one situation in 1797, when the battle "of 
‘Aborjluraud OfCamperdown were, as yet, 
not won^ when, of courie, fhe enemy’s 
maritime ptjwer was) as yet, Considerable, 
and'wlien there was actually a mutiny in 
ourileet? What resemblance is there be¬ 
tween the circumstances of the two epochs;; 
and vvTiat pretence is there, Ihcn, for say¬ 
ing, that “ the projet of Lisle was a circle 
“ out of which Lord.Tlawkesbury4could 
“ not tgead,?” • . * 

Lord Grenville fcrtly proved the falsehood of 
psserfioqjytf this sort, in his speech of the ad 
©f'Nova^Ber, YSoi. But, indeed, none biy; 
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* See Register, Vol. III. p. ii$i. « 
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the? negotiations 8f cither the preliminary or 
definitive treaty. The Fust Consul of 
France, with a frankness which really does 
honour to himself, and which has certainly 
done much good to his cause, has published 
the whAte of the papers relative to both 
these negotiations ; and, from one did to the 
other of these papers, the project of Lisle, 
the project which was “ a circle out of 
W'hich Lord Hawkesbury could not tread," is 
never dwelt upon, it is jiever referted to, 
nay, it is never so rttbch as once mentioned, 
or even alluded to m by eitlier nfahe parties !*• 

* All ihesc papers #re corrtclly iusertld in the 
Rcgimet, Vol. Ill. front p. 1179 to 1208, and itoi* 
itijj tO IJIO. • 
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^Aritf, yet the slave of the candid Addingtons As to 
^ bas been instructed to tell u§, jbat it was a which h» tend 

circle oat of which they canid not r tread '• the ministers fin lnl 

Thanks to Buonaparte, \ve ; are now made Convention, tjie * 

acquainted witl& whjt w%s so sedulously - 

fftqden from us: we now know, 4 that the ^ery^soon after 

project of Lisle, which was, in both House* burgh was con< 

of Parliament, described as the iusurmonfit-‘ pared irr defenc 
able obstacle to a peace, ftich as the New entitled, “ A 
r (Opposition contended for, was never so “ tion, lately 
it}uch as brought into view', during the whole * f Britain and J 

Course of the negotiation. “ ed to- 

iThe nest point, on which the Addingtons the meeting oi 
have misrepresentftl Lord Grenville, H, the ously intended 
language made use of by his lord skip* in against every o 
Speaking of the conduct of the ministry, to the compac 
" itfotwithUandl'fig,’* say tftey, “ that, so- vindicate. So 
"r early as the treaty concluded with the to .find fault* w 
Court of.St. Petersburgh, 5th June, 1801, that this pampl 
<* the great talents of Lord Gftnville had and purposes a 

« r been employed upon a speech and a pam- which was pah 

** pblet, in which he endeavoured to op- contained a d<‘ 

*• pose, discredit, and censure with every gium on Lord 



f eiy*oon after the Grifefttffe of St. Pettro* 
burgh was concluded, a pamphlet was pro* 
pared irr defence of if, Thisjpatnpblet was 
entitled, “ A VintHctMO of the ConvcBn 


“ tion, lately cducltt^mtSfetweep GBeat- 
“ Britain and Rus$ia t TtfVni letters, address* 

" ed to-Alt was published .Atyhro, 

the meeting of Pariiatibent, arid was obvi¬ 
ously intended to pfleppssesstbe public mind 
against every objection that should he urged 
to the compact which it whs intended ter 
vindicate. So far, perhaps, there was little 
to find fault* with. But, who will believe, 
that this pamphlet, which was, to all intent* 
and purposes a ministerial publication, and 
which was paid for out of the pnbUo money, 
conlained a deliberate, high-wrought eulos 
gium on Lord Hawknsbury, who was. held 


" species of acrimony and contempt, those ; lonh as his country’s best-hope, and as pos- 

r « • . i 111 til • • | ill I *11 


** ministers, to whom he had jo lately en- 
*»'gaged ‘constant, active, and zealous 
** suppoVt,’ the public were astonished at 
r< his censurcvof the preliminaries of peace.*’ 
Before 1 remark on what is advanced here 
and in* other parts of the pamphlet as to the 
language of Lord Grenvillp, 1 must contra- 


sessing all the talents, all the coolness, all 
the wisdom, all the staL man-like virtues of 
his - “ noble Sire j" who will believe, that 
this pamphlet was written under the dicta¬ 
tion of that “ noble Sire” himself ?■ When 2 
say dictation , 1 do not mean, that the pam¬ 
phlet was written at the suggestion of Lord 


diet%he.falsehood, which I have just tran-* Liverpool,; I do not mean to say, that hq 


scribed, and width has been passed over in 
silence by the More Accurate Observer. It 
is said, that “ so early as the Convention 
with Russia, the 5 tb if June, 16^1, Lord 
Grenville's talents had bem.,etnjJloyed upon 
* speech aiid a pamphlet/sc.” Now, before 
the Convention with Russia was ratified. 
Parliament had adjourned ; that Convention 
never was Ui8 before Railiament till the 
Oext November; and the speech rn^de by 
Lord Grenville on »,he subject, which speech 
Jie afterwards published in a pamphlet, was 
not delivered till the \Ztb*t>f November, dan 
ftery%gjfter the discussion of the preliminaries 
of peace 1 The object of this falsehood evi¬ 
dently Is, to bring the commencement of 
his lordship's opposition as near as possible 
^tathe time, when it is pretcndedhjje gave* 
ph unconditional promise of “ constant, ac¬ 
tive, and zealous support.;” and, it is an ob¬ 
ject by no means unworthy ofjhe well- 
meaning Addingtons and Hawkesburi.esA , 


* This act of foul aggression, on the part 
•pf ihe Addingtons and JIawkesburies, au¬ 
thorizes, and even calls for, the relation of 
i|in anecdote, which, though I have often 
had sufficient provocation, I have hy her to 
(bibotrie to communicate, to the public.—. 


furnished the hints ; but I mean to say, that 
with his c.*»n lips, he dictated the states 
ments, the opinions, the arguments, and the 
very words of it; and, 1 have further to 
say, t that his lordship and Lord Hawkes. 
bury himself read, and, in seme instances, 
corrected, the proof sheets! The proof 
sheers of a pamphlet, which contained % 
fulsome culogium upon themselves, and 
uhiclkthey and their under officers assfsied 
‘to circulate, and that, too, at the public 

expense f -But, this is not all. ’ Tnc 

Ktfek-meaniiig Jenkin'ons chose to attiibutq 
the pamphlet to -a Mr. Ireland, Vicar *of 
Croydon, in Surrey. Under ty!j. am spices 
it went to the press,.and, our ot the pro¬ 
ceeds (which came principally from, the Trea¬ 
sury) he received a sum.of money. Whe¬ 
ther it was for tbit or some other grCat 
publit service; whether for this iff some 
other act of disinterested patriotism and 
loyalty; whether was for his politics, or 
hu piety, I know nor, but Mr. Ireland sooa 
after became a*Doctor,of yrtonily and a 

Prebend of Jfestpiinster. -This t* rt of thp 

anecdote relative^ to Dr. Istelaoff'T should 
hafe suppressed j^but, since tht?Doctor bn* 
thought proper to introduce, With grjeat 
cfficiousiicss, in(f) the library of the reading 





ttuqr be and, 

If •in' "tbaledHlpn 4f it, or in ajw^refsrt of it 
Which jtds bfcfen made in the newspapers, or 
hkewhere, due singli phrase can be found 
to warrantfhe charge Here brought against 
it, I With allot)? the Near Observer to Jiavl 
been the instrument of fair and honourable 
tnen. That speech will be read with plea¬ 
sure and will convey instruction ; it will 
Oertffe as,a gui^e.to future statesmen ; it will 
be consulted as one gf the works on the 
■y public Jaw of Europe ; Log, very long, after 
the persons, all the parsons, who made the 
disgraceful instrument which called it forth* 
shall have sunk into the oblivion of con¬ 
tempt, or shal\ be remembered onfy in the 

y ■ ' * .* 1 — — ■ 1 ■ ■ ■■■■■■■-■■ v . 

Society of his Parish, «n work, ^he sole ob¬ 
ject and tendency of which is to misrept •#- 
sen!, calumniate, and •vilify Lord Grenville, 
Mr. Windham, an 1 r verji other person who 
has stOdd conspicuously furwaid in opposi¬ 
tion to the measures, by which the present 
. hiiniBters have stccpeJ the ertuntry'in dis¬ 
grace ; since the Rev. Doctor has made this 
Use of the influence which he possesses over 
his parishioners, it is fitting that those pa- 
ris’hiuners, as well as the whole kingdom, 
should be made acquainted with such cir¬ 
cumstances as nVay serve to elucidate the 
motives Which have given rise to the zeal 
that he displays against the opponents of 
ministers. It must not be objected to my 
complaint against Doctor Ireland, that lie 
lias not the paw&r to prevent the publication 
in question from bring circulated by the 
reading Society of his parish; because 
he himself pm chased the pamphlet fur 
the Society. The publication, which 1 fi/?t 
met with in the house of one of h*is pa¬ 
rishioners, is entitled “Fitments of Opposi¬ 
tion*','' it wd? publisher bv the «#inc»boek- 
seller who published the Cursory Remarks;* 
St consists of garbled passages from my 
v. ritings and from the speeches'of the !£*w 
•Opposition members, together with com¬ 
ment^ calculated to pervert the* meaning of 
the fexr, and to misrepres?m the conduct, 
to disfigure the motives, and to defame the 
character of the persons spoken of, whose 
private as well as public actions are most 
falselj*and basely misrepresented. Sflcb is 
the work, which Doctor Ireland has circu¬ 
lated, and is yet circulating, amongst his 
parishioners. How he does* in this in¬ 
stance, *act in conformity with the dictates 
of that superior piety, by which the adhe- 
Tenti of the well-meaning ministry profess 
•*o be governed, I shall not attempt to*de* 
termine ; but, I hope, hc’will be able to. find 
tome leaf, same little morsel of blank paper, 

» ▼ * • 
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Execrations of Englishmen, I heard that 
speech ; and> well do 1 recollect t$e, real* 
c^ndouj, the gentleness, the mercy, the 
compassion, with which his lordship treated 
his opponents; bat, not jyie word did I 
hear, not»a look or gesture did I see, ex* 
pre«..ive of “ acrimony or contempt.”—In 
•andthef part of his pamphlet, the Near Ok- 
serocr renews 'he charge i dative to Loyd 
Grenville's language. It would not,’'* • 
says he, “ be doing even the little justice t 
" am able, to the subject I sftn tieating <rf, 

“ if I were to omit, that the style and lan- 
“ gauge of*opposition was much degenerated 
“ ill) the new hands to which it had trans- 
“ R-r re cl itself. .The late minority, thought 
“ it had her narrated as a k>w contemptible 
“ faction of levellers and jacobins, never 
14 dealt in abuse and incivility so largely as 
“ the great aristocracy which lin'd now sue* 

“ cecded to their place. Absurd, ig capable, 
and grosser epithets were liberally ap- 
“ plied to his Majesty's councils and mi- 
“ nisters, and by no member of either . 
“ House more frequently than by JLOrd 
“ Grenville." Again, in anoth^p*part, he 
speaks of 44 the aggressive and tuur denting 
“ opposition the asperity^malevolence, and 
" rancour , of Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, 

“ since the failure of THEIR negotiation 
“ in April last. As far as relates to'Lord 

• Grenville, was tficre ever any thing sp de» 

■ 
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in the dull and vile pamphlet alluded to, 
whereon to write these few words; (or the 
information of # the pdbple of Croydon: 

“ Mr. Cobbctf, who is so frequently men- i 
“ tioned in the Ctyplosed pages,.has written 
“ many pamphlets in defence of his King 
“ and of liis countrymen, in vindication of 
“ (he character, the conduct, the laws and 
“ the rights of England ; of these pamph- 
“ lets he has circulated more than half a 
“ million, in a foreign lihd ; and, never did 
44 te ask for, Ofc did he accept dF, a sum 
“ of money, no, nor of one penny, from any 
“ ministry or any government. Mr. Cob- 
“ bett is a Surrey man j and, he wishes 
44 those amongst whom he was boin, and in 

• “ the anticipation of the hardest of whose 
" labours his youth was spent, to know, 

,e that he never has pocketed of their earn- 
“ ings one single farthing, in the whole 
" course*of his life.” To this Doctor Ire¬ 
land may add, that I hive’known the whole 
histoiy of bis pamphlet £8r mure than vivo 
years, and that the facts critic to my know- m 
ledge under no jtfomirr oi seaecy, cither 
expressed or implied. Let him add this; 
and then,leave his parishioners to make at 
compatifti,between*my character and hi*. 

^ ■ . h, 3 



% • COBBFfrS ANJStt 

trstaWy base as this Utter insinuation ? Qf 
this, 1 shall speak more fully, after 1 li^ve 
examined the chatges of using giost lan¬ 
guage, and (^pursuing *he course of vnre- 
•Itnlmg opposition. ' 1 

Bur, previously, let us hear, as tp tlje 
•first of these charges, the defence hi lioitl 
Grenville which the Accurate Observer lias 
had the goodneis to intake. “ The use of 
,M expressions,” says he, “ more harsh and 
f* severe thin the occasion justifies, on 
h which they are applied, is always oljec- 
w Uonable. It always manifests ill-humour, 

** and always lad taste. But, it is«an evil 
“ which carries its own remedy along with 
,4< It} for, it tends more defeat than to 
“ forward the purpose it is meant to pro* 

** mote.” The reader will readily acknow 
(ledge, that all this is very tme\ but he will 
jijtrdly.believe that this is the “ answer," 
Which a Mote Accurate Observer has given 
to this part of the misrepiesentations and 
calumnies of the Near Observer. The charge 
is pot denied ; and, the Answerer merely 
-adds tusjvhat 1 have last quoted, that the 
>Near Observer uses fouler language than Lot d 
(Grenville,and B£r Sheridan suJi fouler than 
.Cither of them, though that gentleman stands 
-ii&H in the opipion of, and o has even the ho¬ 
nour to be praised by, the great and noble 
Mi;. Henry Addington. "But, as a defence 
#f Loid Grenville, this amounts to nothing; 
,*nd, therefore, the readers of the Accurate 
Observer are, as to this point, at least, left 
to believe, that h'is loidship’s condut t can¬ 
not be defended, a belief vvliicUthty will the 
more readily adopt as yhT.mguagc of Mr. 
Sheridan seems to have been u troduced lor 
the sole purpose ol furnrhing a palliative 
comparison, , And, u s this acting the part 
cf one, who undntool. to ..n,. 1 .cr misrepre- 
* senrations .nd calumnies : Could not the 
Acs urate Observer h-’c denied, as I now 
positively deny, th..t l^rd Grcnvillq has 
ever, during the whole course of his present 
oflpnsilinn, made use, in parliament, of lan¬ 
guage unbecoming his unk and character > 
Could not the Accurate Observer have 
challenged his opponent to piWjice pro'cf 
of a ‘ingle instance of the coimar^r Could 
pot the Accurate Obscivrr, because Loid 
Grenville’', cei surcs were bestowed on a 
measure which Mr. 1 ’itr approved of; for 
this reason was*ir, that Mr. Long could not 
Jitld in his helirt allow', that “ absuul” 
and “ incajiablr" were not epithets “ more 
** h«r>h dnd severe than the occasion ius- 
•* tified ?*» “ J 

The chatgc of putsning “ a. s* wematic 
“ and unrelenting opposition” has been tre- 
qiMHUy made -gaunt Lord Grenville and 
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his friends ptbut, in support of this phargi 
nothing likrfproof has aver bean produced, 
though the Mora Accurate Observer appear* 
to have flinched fflJm the task.fif making * 
defence. The Near Observer has, how¬ 
ever, some associates in the preferring of 
this iuccusation against Lord Grenville, 
namely, the twosreverend and sapient gen¬ 
tlemen, who are the editor's of that epitome 
of all that’s stupid and all that’s slavish, 
commonly called * The Biitish Critjc,” in, 
which work for tbetppnth of December last, 
they have published what they term a tmeas 
of the Plain Answer of a Mori Accurate 
Observer, which “ review” consists of 
a page and a half of unconnected superfi¬ 
cial observation, written, apparently, with 
,np other view than that of obtaining or pre¬ 
serving the patronage of Mr. Addington, 
without abandoning the chance of again 
profiting from the patronage of Mr. Pitt. In 
this pursuit Lord Grenville is, of course, 
given up. Speaking of the statement, which 
the Accurate Observer has given of the feint, 
on which Lord Grenville promised minis¬ 
ters his support, these “ reviewers” say: 


“ Although even these terms must be un- 
“ dei stood with some qualification, we can- 
“ not help thinking, that so early, so ye/.t- 
“ went, and so yaematic an opposition 
“ (commencing, it we mistake not, even 
“ bfme the peace of Amiens) was hardly 
“ compatible with this” [Lord Grenville’s] , 
“ declaration” [made in the House of 
Lords on the aoth of March, t8oi], “ nor 
** could have been justified by any measure* 

“ of government, but such as should have 
been manifstly emupt in their motive , or 
“ alia min fly dangerous in their tendency.” 
It is a newly discovered doctrine, that op¬ 
position to ministers, that even strong and 
persevering opposition, is not to be made, 
unless their measures are " manifestly corrupt 
i‘.in their motive, or alarmingly dangerous m 
“ t heir tendency,” But, leaving this point, 
as matter pf opinion, to the judonept of th* 
reader, let me ask these Reverend Critics, 
whether they think*, that any two pupils 
fiom the school of the much-abused Jesuits 
could have framed a sentence better'calcu¬ 
lated to deceive the reader, without a poii- 
tive falsehood on the part of the writer, than 
thcjsentence whicp I have here quoted from 
their wo\k ? “ dWaily, so vehement, and so 
“ systematic in opposition.” flow .early. 
Arte vehement, and htrjS systematic, they do 
i<ot say. If they “ mistake not,” however, 
this vehement and systematic opposition be¬ 
gan brfore the peace of Amiens. And, will 
they contend, that it was possible for them to 
make a mistake His to this fact*? Will any 



that Leira ©rehville rover op- 
■pdfe$i$ito trilni»t6ff‘|piring the session of 
ptfirtiiiiiiitsnt wiiich endfed^n the *dof July, 
i8oj ? la "If not wichlrTthe recollection of 
avery one; thaf his lodship«nd all hiwfor- 
mer colleagues'Supported the new ministers 
ta the end of that Session ? Is it not«qually 
notorious, thtt the next? session began with 
the discussions on the peace with trance? 
Is it ndt evident, then. that the opposition 
\of Lorjl Grenville could not “ commence te- 
tt foie the peace?” And, again I ask, will 
any mar^ believe, that the Editor’s of the* 
British Critic were ignorant of this fact? 
But, they will .gay, perhaps, that the preli- 
minary treaty was not the peace of Amiens, 
and, it is the peace AmienSl of which 
theyspenk, as haring taken Djace subsequent 
to the commencement of Lord Grenville’s 
opposition! Nay, reader,.starttii.it! I assure 
you they are very capable of attempting to 
take shelter under a subterfuge like this; 

. and though, in such an attempt, they would 
be puzzled to account for the phrase, “ if 
” wc mistake nolyet are they not men to 
be disconcerted. For the persons who 
bave written and published a “ review” of 
the pamphlets of the Near and Accurate 
Observer to affect ignorance as to the fact 
whether Lord Grtirjillc o/tftosed the jireltminaty 
thaty, or net , would, 1 am aware, require 
no moderate stock of brass; but, I am also 
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Grenville, nor any one of the New Opposi* 
tjon, has ever made a systematic bpposvrioft ■ 
to, the ministers.* Have the persons com¬ 
posing this party ever, since the present mi¬ 
nisters came into* power, imposed a gut? 
Have they* ever, except in an instance 
Blaring to be passed over, availed themselvrt 
uf ffny of the numerous opportunities for opt 
posing and exposing the minister upon sulfe 
jects of finance? Have they ever uttered 
word against the granting of the enormod*" 
supplies which he has Palled for? Did they 
oppose him upon the important questions of 
armament, or of war ? Have they “opposed 

-—i—*.. . . .- 

ticularly on political topics, promulgated its 
the pages of tWeBriinh Civtic ; and, this I 
shall do by the relation of a fact, which I 
am positively certain these fathers in litera¬ 
ture as welt as religion will not deny. This 
is it:—Just after t he appearance ok the fifth 
edition of Mr. Walter Boyd’s pamphlet on 
bank-notes, the Critics in question regarded 
it, or, at least, they declared that it 
unanswerable, and that it was “ in vain [o tn- 
“ deavour to argue against it.” jjnse their 
very words, I believe.) But, in a few day* 
afterwards, Jthcy received*^ summons from 
the Treasury, whence they were supplied 
with such arguments, that, when tlieij; next 
reviewing pamphlet appeared, not only Was 
•Mr. Boyd’s pamphlet found not tp be Jf un- 
“ answerable;" not only awas it ’answered^ 


aware, that it is no moderate stock of that 
commodity which these gentlemen possess. 
In short, their lemark, which I have above 
quoted, clearly means, and it was clearly in¬ 
tended to mean, and to convey to the mind 
of the reader, that Lord Grenville’s opposi¬ 
tion to the ministers was not only vehement 
and^j ystematir from the beginning, but that it 
began even before the ministers mad* peace 
with France; than whicb a more barefaced 
falsehood never was uttered, much less pub- 
li||ied under the sanction of two Reverend 
•Divines*. The truth is*, that neither Lord 
-- Li__\--—-- , 

* These Divines are Messrs. Nares at)d 


but the author was treated rather roughly 
for having writren it! In speaking ot argu¬ 
ments supplied by the Treasury, I wish to be 
literally understood. Their “ review,” as 
it was, of course 'oalled, of Mr. Boyd’s pam¬ 
phlet was actually furnished them from the 
Treasury; and, though the opinions it con¬ 
tained were diametrically the reverse of those 
which the Reverend Critics had expressed^ 
after having read the work, they very do¬ 
cilely inserted it in thcTr review pamphlet, 
and published itlo the world as theTr own !— 
Many gentlemen are, as well by the extraor¬ 
dinary church preferment of these critics as 
by their confident and pompous manner of 


Seine, whose rifles and offices I shall not 
attempt to describe, seeing that they possess 
benefice upon benefice rill they really swal¬ 
low up as much as would well maintain ten 
country clergymen and their families. Nei¬ 
ther as critics should I think of chanfcteri- 
ting thpm, were it not, that, as»their work 
is yet read, probably, seven or eight hun¬ 
dred. persons, amongst whom there in Jr be 
_*ome of the readers of the Register, it be¬ 
comes, perhaps, my duty/to furniah-a sttnd^ 
ard whereby men may be able to estimate 
the ralue ( ot those opinions, which arc, par- 


writing; many gentlemen, particularly in 
•the cotfE$y, possessing ten times the know¬ 
ledge ancrtalents of Messrs. Nares and Bc- 
loe, are, by these means imposed upon; bq% 
it is to be presumed, that the fact here re* 
lated, in*poiming out the sort of merit in 
which these reverend persons surpass the 
rest of their brethren, wfll embolden their 
readers to judge for themselves, anJ no m 
longer rely, vditbout examination, on'state¬ 
ments such as that which I have above 
quoted lespecting \Jic conduct of Lord 
Grenville. , 
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my augmentation of fotce* by land or by 
art? Have they not, in abort, on all occa¬ 
sions, gone before the mibisiry in demand¬ 
ing resources and authority to be heporitcd 
tq h>s Majestch, hands, or, in other word*, 
Jo the handset the ministry; that ministry 
whose slaves are now imtiucrcd tojrevifc 
Jhcm for making a “ systematic ahd'u'ure* 
“ Jeming opposition?” rHow profligate, 
then, must be ahe writer, who has not 
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ce» by land or by negotiation ; nor did hh Lordship evcq 
short, on all occa- either directly or indirectly, signify, either 
lifjisrry in demand- hh wish, or ms consent, to make part of the 


negotiation; nor did hrs LowLsWp eve* 
either directly or indirectly, signify either 
his wish, or vis consent , to make part of tbfl 
proposed cabinet; «pd, in short, he had 
nothing at all to d8 with the negotiation. If. 
'these arc facts (and that th?y are.I am sure 
neither Mr. Addington nor Mi. Long will 
deny,),the public will be at a loss to deter¬ 
mine, which is the greatest calumniator, the 
w'riter who has*represetited Lord Greftville 


•Ciupled to assert, that Lord Grenville as a patty m the negotiation of Afril last, or ha 

Mi has uniffifthly and undutinguishingly con- who hav left his readers to conclude that this,' 
ijemncd and opposed nety measure of Mr, accusation is wumrweiabh. 


w Addington’s administration ?*’ And/vheie 
Ah all we nud words to characterizes those. 
Who have employed this writer and circu¬ 
ited his work ?* 

, There remains only one falsehood, to 
which it is necessary to advert, namely, that 
the opposition of Lord Grenville arose, in a 


( To he continued.) 

SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF VICK. 

Sir,— That an attack upon a " Society 
u established for the t Suppiession of Vice," 
9ijd consisting of thiitecn bundled prisons of 
“ the first lank, and most solid piety and 


'great measure, fiom his disajijointment at not “ talents in (he kingdom," sliould have been 
being admitted into tie cabinet tn A/nil last, suffered to pass unnoticed was hardly to be 


being admitted into the cabinet in A (ml lost. 
The NearObset ver, in one part of his pam¬ 
phlet, attributes the opinion which Lord 
Grenville gave in his speech of the 23d of 
NolteirJscr, 1802, that Mr. Pitt was the only 
man capable of saving the country; this 
Opinion the Tieajury slave attributes to a 
previous agreement made between Lord 
Grenville and Mr. Pitt, according to which 
agreement the former w as to be “ repaid" 
by | seat in the cabinet, "its soon as the lat-. 
ter could get in^o it himself. In pui suing 
this calumny, ihe slave observes, that “ since 
** the failure of then negotiation in April, 
** Mr. Pitt and Lchd Gicir.nle have exci* 


sutfered to pass unnoticed was hardly to be 
supposed; and though some bx peeled to 
see a champion of gigantic strength step 
forth and tal.e up the gauntlet of defiance, ‘ 
I confess that I am not disappointed in see¬ 
ing a combatant of more enthusiasm than 
strength, and of more zeal tlun skill, enter 
the listi as your adversary. Against the 
character ol Mr. Ilcnry Giimston, and, in¬ 
deed, of almost all his fellows, 1 have not 
one single woid to urge: it is true, that I 
know very little of the gentleraeu who com¬ 
pose the society, but even the partial know¬ 
ledge w hit h I possess, would jiistify an cu- 
logium moie flaltenng than that pionounced 


cised every species of .igg‘cssuve and ume- I by thtir defender. r lo the honesty of their 


4 ‘ lentinq qppcisi'ion against those ministcis, 
** who had been the obj'cts of then primary 
“ recommendation and, in another part of the 
• pamphlet, a hope is expressed, that Lord Gi en- 
ville will “release Mr. lbtt tioin an urjnofitaPr 
*** centiact which militates against the re- 
tttrn of the latter* to powei! Never w'as 
there a Statement, nevei woe there insinua¬ 
tions, so replete with falsehood and malice ! 
JoiPffiist, Lord Gitnviile (and this Itite- 
tnent applies also to I.oid Spence 1 and Mr. 
"Windham) never had any thing to do in 
fhe “ recommending ” of Mr. Addington or, 
colleagues; who, tn the contrary, had, 
rs 1 have befoie stated, actually accepted of 
fils office, and signified his acceptance in 
more than one quarter, befit e Lord Grcn- 
vtilfe Was informed, that such an appoint¬ 
ment was in the lom^mplation of any per¬ 
son living. Secondly, as to the “ contract” 

' made between Lord GrehvilU and Mr. Pitt 
and their negotiation” in April last. Lord 
Grenville never was consulted, by Mr. Pitt 
•r any other person, dn the subject of thats 


intentions, and to the purity of tneir views, 
Fbear ample and willing testimony; but I 
regret*that their piety should have given their 
talents such adiiection as, by rendering the 
laws qppicssivc, w ill make then?odious/ and 
.by assuming (lie office of tyrants, w ill make 
themselves detested. Their leverendc for 
m’igion, and llieir attachment to the mo¬ 
narchy, 1 applaud,, but I lament to see thtiiii 
pursuing pljns injurious to the iptes&ts of 
both, and a loptfng means which, so far from 
aiding in the suppiession of vice, ,will only 
make its influence more extensive. 1 de¬ 
plore with them the prevalence of immoral 
and vicious practices, both among the high 
and among the low, and will even admit the 
degeneracy of the times, by acknowledging 
“ our tnorjlity to bt at a lower point than 
" that of our fathers; 1 ’ but 1 fear (Hat while 
there arc so many philanthropic institutions 
tor making the lower class of people base by 
Inaintaijng them in idleness; so many tliarir - 
table semm Ties fob teaching those to read 
profane and licentious books, who were iej£ 

1 • * 
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Bocrly taughffoVttfk; so many hospital*, 
asylums, and Magdalen* for encouraging for¬ 
nication, by supporting bastards, and main¬ 
taining worn-oat prostates, as the King 
maintains fit* worn-out *ol3iers and sailors; 
I - fear that whilst these exist, and a thousand 
other institutions equally ptmicious to the 
cause of religion and the welfare of tho state, 
that tire exertions of ajwetety like this, will 
have but little effect in meliorating the mo¬ 
rals or the manners of t^p country. I regret 
sincerely as any member of the committee, 
the “ increase of infidelity,” but 1 do not 
believe that the efforts of *a society, which 
punishes trivial offences with more than 
puritanical intolerance, will contribute much 
to the propagation of the mild doctrines of 
Christianity. I feel as grateful *s any En¬ 
glishman, to (t Divine Providence, for that* 
“ benevolent protection which it ips afford- 
** ed to the sacred fabric o£ our diftrch and 
“ monarchy^" and if that venisiSsfe fabric 
ii stiH to besupported, I trust that Providence 
.will continue to prosper the endeavours of 
those to whose care it has been committed; 
but if this protection be withdrawn, I should 
place but little reliance upon that of the 
Society for the Suppression of Vice.—Ad¬ 
mitting the state of society to be as bad as 
any orator in the King-street committee room 
lias ever represented it, I see no possible ad¬ 
vantage from “ such an association and for 
4 ‘ such purposes" as this. What ?'says Mr. 
Grimston, (t when every thing is in associa- 
u tion against religion and morality, is no- 
“ thing to associate for its support!” And 
is there then nothing in ail this mighty king¬ 
dom, associated for the support of religio^ 
and morality, but the Society for the .Sup¬ 
pression of Vice ? Where is the King, “ the 
“ Lord's anointed," ‘ f ^he Vicegerent of 
God Wliere is his parliament, where 
are bis magistrates, and where are the bishops' 
and tfie clergy of the church of England ? 
Wjjere are all these ? Are these nothing*? 
Are they so powerless that* the support which 
they might give to rdigiop and morality 
’would be ineffectual j.or are they so aban¬ 
doned to all sense of duty as to be inattentive 
to thf progress of immorality and irreligion ; 
or are they also associated iu their favour ? Is 
it thus*that this Bociety is to be defended ? 
Does its justification consist in representing 
all those whom we haw ever considered 
great, reverend and sacred, as weak, pro- 
iigafe or abandonee} ? If the civil and ec¬ 
clesiastical authorities which have been so 
long established, and which have so long 
"pteserved the state, be .adequate to the* 
.maintenance of good morals, therecan.be 
ae necessity for this *ociety; but if vice be 


so' powerful as to brealtfdo#* 
which they are aide to oppose, then, ttideed, 
is i^e condition of the country hopplhSf^ 
for i\ can scarcely be supposed thait 
ciety, however high the rank/aud howpps 
solid the piety and tale‘nts of its rneml^# 
will b,e able to effect that, for which ,<| 
rftutfd exertions ot the King, thcparliamie 
the magistrates, thfe bishops aad the cleigjf 
are inBuffieient.—Foe, a long series of the 
most glorious - years, England flourished' 
without the aid of any such‘societies, of 
Indeed of any other societies than those which 
were authorized, sanctioned* or acknowledged 
by tlfe taws; and if the people are more dis¬ 
solute and viciouvnow than formerly, the 
change is no gr&sfproof of the advantage of ; ' 
modem innovations on the customs of an¬ 
tiquity. Mr. Grimston would # make u» 
believe that •* to such associations as this, , 
“ half the venerable institutions ofttie worlfl' 

“ owe not only their original birth, but their 
“ permanence to the present time,’’ and $$'£ 
support of this opinion, from which I totally.' 
dissent, he adduces, as instances, t he leg gtfo- 
of Smalkald for the njaintenanjT'Oftho ‘ ’ 
Protestant religion, concluded in the year 
1531, between the Protocol princes of 
Europe; and the associations! the Crow'u 
and Anchor, foamed at the commencement 
of the late war, fqj preserving liberty and 
property. Nothing can be more distubita^ ■ 
than these two instances; a*id nothing can 
be more unfair titan this attempt to confound 
the nature of a solemn, legal, formal find 
official compact Jbetween several sovereign 
states, for thS accomplishment of a great uar ! 
tional object, and that of an unauthorized 
combination of private individuals, in a mas*, 
ner unknown to the law, and contrary to t]ha 
spirit of the constitution of thdstate to which 
they were subject. 1 will not impute this, 
unlairness or. the part of your adversary to 
any wish he entertains of* taking a% undue 
advantage in lire contest, but to his ignorance 
ol' ilia,weapon with which he combats. He 
thinks this both argument and proof. Alt 
association is. With him, an association, whe¬ 
ther it be among kings or among subjects; 
and, herOt*the objects of both being, in bis 
opiuiou, good, lie sees no difference be¬ 
tween the league of Smalkaid and that 
of the Cjrown and Anchor. That the 
success ot a league between the princes 
of Europe can be no argument ill favor 
of the success of an afsociation among the 
subjects of (lie King of Great Britain, must, 

I think, be evident; but as Mr. Grimston 
has thought proper to infer the utility of the 
Society lor the Suppression of Vice from the 
utility of the. loyal association, 1 beg leave 



m mrlUM*!** m 4sftli*y of 
<«rowr, ror lie gsnttemjpn who {aimed the 
fWBcbrtteti I uytectain gnat reapeft, an# for 
rime of them a warm fiuenthhip ; and al- 
•'Hbagb I •Mfe^tqpMMfttdad the spirit with 
««tteh fheyassociated, I never ‘doubted tfie 
*, impolicy of their onion. That " tbcy.satpd 
*■ |l|6 constitution,'’ 1 deny. That the c&jiarti- 
;|f@OQ of ''England, that "is the religion, the 
Ji$!i'4,agltl the established usages of the realm, 
i Brier in danger, I will not assert, but 1 
eve it to' be too dear to the loyal hearts 
ithenobility, ffaeelergy, a^d the gentry, 

T Stt to be overthrown by a discontented and’ 
'^’'Jjtetloos mob; and I confess that rfy 'vene- 
,4?jj*tieB would give placauo contempt, if I 
Ivfsjjfionght it such a thing asMo owe its exist- 
;J-"^noe to the distribution of a few thousand 
^/iftrtfaing .placards among the populace. If 
' /jibe proud constitution of this Kingdom ever 
ojpejtwhcs, it will owe its fait not to the ma- 
. .^tarnations of " republicans and levellers," 
the folly of the great, who laid the 
, influence of their names and fortunes to the 
. • rie ipteag nee and support of those institu- 
j&KU/w^ich, while they appear to administer 
1 tooerisbment, poor in tiie poisonous draughts 
Apf death.—r--^f all self-created societies, 
^jfiwjbs, institutions, &c. kc. kc. of every 
Jsl&d and sort, be they formed far what por- 
**|po»ef they may, I must^xpress my decided 
i«^fsppfobation. They are, at all times, 

^mangerousj and though the early prospects 
il af niany have been favourable, the ultimate 
i^onsetpiences of ^11 have ever been pornici- 
' ..#05. In looking round among the hetero- 
.geneous mass to which the fecuoaity at this 
of reformation and improvement has 
given birth, I see none which are not preg- 
'"Hrint with mischiefs. Whether they are esta- 
' Wished for die physical or the moral, the 
•.fplitical, or the religious improvement of 
yjfdSan, they contain within theinselvos the 9 
..germs pi evil, and their course tends, cer- 
1 ifaiitly, finally more to thft misery tlian to the 
Jalppiness of general society. Every such 
? institution is a sort of petty republic, subor¬ 
dinate to the state, it is true, 1 .but having its 
, own distinct, interests and views, and go¬ 
wned l»3 r its own’laws, and acting silently, 
hut often powerfully, upon the rest of so¬ 
ciety, and upon the state, as a corporate 
body. Its informal character tpakes it, in 
,a measure* invisible and untangible, and 
>- , though' the blow which it strikes is often 
^dfelt* the arm by whitch it is directed is never 
Beet)., The power w^iich, it possesses is 
either stolen from the authority of the state, 
by -whpm all power for the accomplishment 
of any purpose of public benefit ought to be 
pasg&ftiidj er taken from that which the 


members, in theirindividusl capacities owe 
to tire state. Every member possesses a 
double weight iti aoctety; for besides that 
which the constipation gives binj as a sufe* 
ject of the realm, he has also tfiat which he 
derives from the incorporated power of his 
confraternity. In proportion, too, as the 
object of his society, which is generally 
something withift the scope of his mind, is 
dear to him, be becomes interested*^ its 
success, and indifferent to his country j and 
whenever the interests of tbetwo, clash, k 
cannot be expected* that he should sacrifice 
that of die one, if) which, tbough (j pot a king* 
he is a} least a legislator, to that:of the other 
in which he is no more than one of the ig¬ 
noble million. Besides weakening the love 
of counter, which is thus rendered only 
’ * secondary object, these societies virtually 
affect/asd perhaps, in some measure, change: 
the cotwgfetion of the kingdom; for Parlia¬ 
ment isippa legislating to a thousand petty 
states, and the laws which they enafct are 
not to be executed among the liege subject* 
of the King, but among the members of 
whig clubs, and loyal associations,, corres¬ 
ponding societies, and societies for the sup¬ 
pression of vice.-Without extending my 

observations, at this time, on the pernicious 
effects of these societies in general, which, if 
occasion should offer, may be the subject of 
a future ^wiper, I will advert more particu¬ 
larly to the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice.-The principle upon which this so¬ 

ciety is founded is a detestation of vice. 
This holy hatred extends to immorality, irre- 
ligton, and wickedness in all their forms, but 
^specially to those which they assume among 
the low and tire ignorant; and as it would 
not have been wise in those who compose 
the association t<v assume tjje stations of 
legislators, and make laws for the moral go¬ 
vernment of that part of the community, 
they have .contented themselves with acting 
Is'expounders and executors of such fcnvs, 
as will, in any degree, effectuate tbejr jx.fr- 
poses; and thft no offender may escape pu¬ 
nishment, have spread themselves through¬ 
out the kingdom, and have taken upon'them 
ti:e offices of spies and beadles, iert the 
gaoler should be idle, or the hangman un¬ 
employed. It is true that this society enacts 
no new laws, in which new crimes are de¬ 
fined, and new ’punishments devised, but 
by applying those which exist to„ cases for 
which they were never, intended, and exe¬ 
cuting even the very letter of them, with a 
L rigour which whs never contemplated, they 
’ have given them.such an undue extension, ~ 
that they operate upon the community, t.b 
all intents and purposes, a* new. statutes of 



ti^SrWn sft'ikthg : and *« only give 
foftpainful ettfehsion to such as suit their 
own views, and artn With this extraordinary 
(severity sueh as promote their own objects. 
While till others *re suffered fo operate^ in 
tbe ordinary course, they perform the func¬ 
tions of a legislative body: thns a virtual 
distinction exists between such laws as have 


been merely passed by the parliament, and 
those erafich have been sanctioned by the 
Society for the Suppre&iou of Vice; and 
thus the nuild and just code of British jnris- 
prudence/When adopted qnd sanctioned by 
that Sodt&jf, is at once transformed into the 
Inerdless ahd intolerant code of puritanical 
bigotry.—The IdWs of Erigland were esta¬ 
blished for the punishment of *u<^i offences 
as tended to the injury of the pe^ce and liap- < 
{iiness of society; but not for those trivial ir- 
■regularities of manners, to whicfa^accieties 
must, from the nature of bnan^jKisubject. 
To soften and correct these is, Jrlias been 
before observed, the province of religion and 
Sts ministers; but to call in the civil power 
to suppress them, would be to make punish¬ 
ments so frequent, and multiply the business 
of police so much, as to destroy all distinc¬ 
tions between vices and crimes, and frustrate 


the grand object of government. When 
these irregularities grow to a pernicious .ex¬ 
cess, they become criminal, and, .therefore, 
proper objects for legal interference. Bat 
when the legislature passed laws for the sup¬ 
pression of 'riotous and disorderly houses, 
for punishing cruelty to animals, and for 
preventing the profanation of the Sabbath, it 
never supposed, that there would ever exist 
a Society, whifch would send a spy at the 
skirt of every fiddler, to every house, Where 
those who preferred the sprightliness of a 
dance to thee groans of % conventicle, had 
met to make merry with their sweet-hearts; 
which would dispatch an emissary to every 
field, where those who had a greater relish 
^orWnanly sport than for ple-housC politics, 
K 33 collected to witness a bulj-bait; and 
. who would station an informer at the elbow 


of every tapster, fo coifnt the number of pots 
he drew on Sundays, from forty-five minutes 
after*ten to forty-five minutes before one; 
and thgt upon the evidence of these hireling 
agents, those unfortunate culprits were sub¬ 
jected to persecutions, fipes, and imprison¬ 
ments. If the legislature had foreseen all 
this, their statutrs would*must assuredly 
have not been whit we find them ; and if 
such societies are permitted to exist much 
-linger, the most forbearing and thp most? 
patient will cry out for la\vs less severe and 
less oppressive. Before the establishment of 


any such rns'itutions, the laws though leni- 
«nt and equitable, were found to be *fuHj 


adequate'“fo' the 

injurious to the peace and fefpffitoels•df’pw^' 
cicrjt, anti the magistrates were 
ficiemly zealous aiyl powerful ; to Gif cite , 
their execution in a mihk but"ratetarjr'fflpK^ 
"ft, without the aid of spies and intorifl MF 
w|<fs*upposed, and indeed it is 
principle, upon wfeich ail penal laws, h 0 [. 
particularly those relative tq the morals aiff; 
manners of the couhtiy, are made, thik 
whenever the conduct of a man was ■'Si in¬ 
structive to the peace and order of ihe eoi#* 
munlty, there would be some overt syt cqjjf- 
nizahle’by the law- It ^ was the inteittfost 
of the law to punish evil doers, but it Witt 
supposed that if jp’lfian were J>ad, his rteigfc- 
bours would not be ignorant of his crimes, 
and that knowing them they might always 
dxpofo them jo the eye of justice.* For tue 
offences which a man committed secretly# 
he was left to account with his conlckfoi* 
and his God; but now the more private- 
the evil, the greater the necessity for dtp 
covering it, and the more deeply burrovj'V 
ed the iniquity, to use the • pfcMv,' 

Orimstbn, the stronger the irriracemeflti 
for dragging it forth; and if it were" possi¬ 
ble for any vice to exist, had 

yet made its appearance, the more 
would be the ttfeal of these enemies df all 


yice to bring it tc*public view. I aiV-obt 
attempting to skreen the wicked man from 
punishment, but if his wickedness does wit 
show itself in overt acts, cognizable by the 
spirit of the law, let ?p#itual adnioritioUk 
be offered tjy hi* pastor, for ** men affe 
not to be prosecuted into piety;” and fitttt 
fully convinced that sending spies into itfie 
little circl -wheie his wickedness is appa¬ 
rent, to drag before the tribunal of publfe 
justice the father of a family, will haVe 
very little effect in reforming thesori whom 
his example may liavc corrupted, and tlifef 
to see punishment inflicted will tend mow 
to ihake him tliinif the law oppressive than, 
the parent criminal.-—If justice was *o 
well administered formerly, without the 
aid of any self-created, unofficial bo#j 
where,. I ask, is the necessity of such Va, 
ofte now ? Idas vice become so migifty 
that the laws which, then answered » 
would be inefiicient in the present state 
society, ifrlefi. to their ordinary operation*? 
If so, a parliament stijl Sits at Westmin¬ 
ster, able and willing t« enact others.’ 
Have the magistrates Gecome so inattentive, 
ro their duties.as t» pay no regard to that 
constant violation ct the llws, ishifh Mr, 
.Gmnston thinks so universal 5 If so, let 
them be displaced, 1!.at others of inure 
Zeal and energy.- may fill their offices. Or 
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ythe peojffe become ?o te^cfory and 
tj rebellious, that, notwithstanding ail the 
rts of the magistracy, they ye unable 
jl'controul them ? If so, (he King will 
Mow tbcaJSsilbj^rcafer powers. It there 
reel rfocessfiy -for anv ertraoidinary 
.■^rfsures, let them be taken by thfr lawjul 
i-iEuthorities, whom the people' will Veve- 
“Hc* and obOy* and 110‘t by the Society for 
$jippressi<5n of Vice, or by any other 
{jp association of unknown and unau- 
Used individuals, whose interference 
% Would despise, and whgsc sway they 
IM disdain,-*—With the most zealous* 
S-will towards the Church and'thc Mo* 
rchy, this society issjpbbing each of its 
wer, and Jhpping the stability of bolh • 
t with the most sincere w ishes for the 
sttsess of the community, it is imposing 
it a most grievous tvnftmv. I have 
ady shewn how it has usurped, from 
Jj&rtf ament, part of the legislative, and 
fmno the magistracy,' part of the executive, 

;Junctions, of these two members of (he 
i.il Ule but its usurpations of the functions 
tne ftihurcli have’ been no less open and 
’ ;< direcl'.— —The piety, the loyally, and the 
jjgSa l of tlio-i^rish clergy ate well known; 
their great and unremitted exertions in 
cause or the holy religion which they 
ieaoCi, one might has* supposed, would 
,.<jwre fxempted them from the general ced- 
r.#ure of this phms institution. But no: the 
ytfcune neglect of duty which called for 
; lhe»r attention to.lhe affairs of the State, re- 
$#«« their inleriern.ce k) those of religion, 
‘:ftnd as they had not spared tile civil aiillio- 
thdy would not spare the ecclesiasli- 
A remaskabic instance of this inter* 
■ifeVence occurred a few months ago, anil I 
pleased*with the just and spirited ob- 
^Prvntions which were made upon it by a 
Ifkrjterin your lighter.* A circular let-* 
||fer w«s tent to the clergy of the ditferent 
£»kri,sites, stating that Hie Rev. Mr. Rush, 
^mister of Chelsea, together with his two 
ch-wardens, Messrs. Stidder and Felt* 
bad addressed to their parishioners. 


f Am Admonition respecting the Profana- 
’.i^ iidn pfthe lord’s Day, which admonition 
tlue'lhciety hopes will serve as an example 
Afio ministers and church-wardens of 
parish in the kingdor#;" thereby 
flfe’ff^dently insinuating that the clergy do 
ti^rttftew or doi*not perform thier duty—Re- 
when 1 see suth unblushing insolence, 

* hee page 5^ of Vot. IV. for a letter signed'J 
“ a beneficed Clergyman,” in which the sub¬ 
ject it to well ticau.il, jlm very little more can be 


I am almost tempted to atispiet the purity 
of the intentions of this society* AVhat mem¬ 
ber of the established church is there who 
dues not feel indignant at the slanderous in¬ 
sinuation; who* does not feel'indignant at 
the insult offered both to die bishops and the 
clergy, by a club of laymen, who assume 
the functions of the sacerdotal office, and 
write pastoral lrtter; to the clergy; and who 
does not feel intliguant at the audacity 6f theiv 
attempt to associate the clergy with their pro¬ 
fligate band of spies and informers, in the 
promotion of their.vicws and projects ? Is 
there nothing saored enough to be protected 
from their calumnies ? Is there nothing 
which* can escape their meddling hands ? 
Does their " grand design, to promote a gerte- 
“ ral teftrmaiion*” embrace the church as 
well as the state and the community at large ? 
—Whether I consider the purposes for u Inch 
this soe&ty has. been formed, or the means 
by whilltHhese purposes are to be effected, 

I equally dread the consequences of its inter¬ 
meddling propensities. “ It has been found 
“ necessary," says Mr. Grimston, “ to em- 
“ ploy ufukr agents to discoter the prcfctiCOs 
“ which it professes to supervise and cor- • 
" rect.” There “ under agents ” are nei¬ 
ther more nor legs than common informers, 
men, who are necessarily taken from among 
the most unprincipled and abandoned of pro¬ 
fligates, and whose duty it is to penetrate 
every where, and search every place for the 
detection of vice and immorality, and (or 
drag the offenders to punishment; for which 
offices they are liberally paid by the society. 
Ty the proper execution of the laws, 1 think 
that I have already proved persons of that sort 
*tobetotallyunnecessary; and I think theem- 
ploymentof themmust so evidently tend to the 
debasement of the morals of the people, by the 
example of aChristian Society^hus upholding 
and encouraging meu, who are notoriously in¬ 
famous, that it is scarcely necessary to bring 
«my arguments to establish the immorality 
and iniquity of employing them, And^are 
I cannot help rejoicing that the fundi of the 
society are inadequate to their maintenance, 
for were it not so, the zeal of its .mem¬ 
bers would station one of these vile reptiles 
in every house in the kingdom, and tfius es¬ 
tablish an inquisition more terribleathan any 
with which the world lias been cursed.— 

In .addition to th# pain, the vexation and the 
expense*which one.of these informers jnay at 
any time throw upon any persdh towards 
whom, either himself*or his patrons enter¬ 
tain any animosity, is the grjeat injustice 
Which a person ‘accused by him is likely t« 
experience in the courts of law. Wlien 
it is known that several of the magistrates 
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end police office™ of 'tlie metropblU are 
members of this confraternity* and, conse¬ 
quently, committed to each other, for the 
promotion of its interests, what justice can 
a person accused by its agents expect from 
ft judge, by whori? the merits of his cause 
have beep previously tried and decided, at 
another tribunal, held perhaps in the sora- 
mittce.roorn in King-street?* And when it 
is recollected that on every jftry in London 
tjicre may be some member of this society, 
C^n a fair and unbiassed verdict be given by 
him, at wW instigation, perhaps, the cri¬ 
minal at ttys bar was prosecuted, and by 
whom commands the evidence upon which 
fie is accused' has been given ? Are nt>t the 
accusers and the' judges virtually the same ; 
and can just decisions b« expected from a 
tribunal thus constituted?—-These are qties-. 
Jions involving matters of importance; and 
it would be well for those ipagistiftfes -who 
are members ^of this association, td ’inqnire 
howfar the duties of their two characters are 
compatible Upon this branch of the sub¬ 
ject I should have wished to say much; and, 
indeed, upon the subject, generally, much 
1 remains to be said, but I have already en¬ 
grossed so much of your sheet, that I must 
defer all farther remarks, until some future 
opportunity.—*—I am. Sir, &c. See. 

Anti-Puritan. 

Westminster, Jan. 25, 1804. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

America.—T he latest advices from the 
United States seem to assure us, that t|ie 
Americans will not gain possession of New 
Orleans without force j but, there is but lit¬ 
tle probability of the Spaniards being able to 
resit,t them. The Floridas are. too, to be 
obtained by tlft Americans, either by pur¬ 
chase, or by cwujuest ; and then all the obser¬ 
vations* which were made respecting the. 
danger, which would arise to England from. 
Pawnee having the command of the gulph 
stream,'will apply to the possession ot the 
•floridas by the Ainericans, dh whose back 
£,ord ilawk^sbury thought he was placing 
the French, and by which means he said the 
UnitcrTstates would be attached moredo.sely 
to GrealaBritain! “ Fine young man!"* as 
the stock-jobbers called him! This tine 
young man is, it is much to be feared, des¬ 
tined to see the last of*the Rritjih mo¬ 
narchy. * 

Austria and B-tv.iKiA.—It is stated, 
from a‘source of great respectability, that 
Mi Otto, French minister at Munich, has 
officially declared to the Elector, that the 
first Consul is very much displeased at the 
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•conduct of the Elector Inwards fffe' 
ia the late disputft between them ; 
experts his Imperial Majesty will 1 take ‘ l — 
sures to Inflict on him a suitable p«i 
f ment, and that, in the mean ti£ie, he, if 
First Consul, w ill march,a'few regiments 
thfMaeighboorhood of iheeVctoratc ? 
threat^! is added, has caused much mrtri 
uneasiness at Yiennapthan at Munich. What* 
object the Consul has ip view* is not known $ 
and, indeed, it is more than probable, that 
he has seized on this oppoituuitf merely to 
icmind the states of Germany that they ar£ 
his vassjls; a* lithe stir ilwt he has*made' 
amongst ahem, just to,examme their chain* 
and keep them tionryustir.g. 

Russia. —More stories are afloat relative' 
to the interference of this power for the re*' 

, storm ion of peace. Such reports are absurd. 
It is not the interest of Russia to interfere, 
until we are rtcluml so low as to In- 
to yield Malta, upon the terms winch Eraiffift, 
required ns to vivid it, previous to the warip, 
When that time comes, and it may not bfii 
far distant, Russia will afford us her gtjpft 
ojfi. cs ; ami, if we should not tkslrty 
before, we may, pciiiaps, obtain peace, after 
having added anmlvr hundred .millions to 
the national deb f , without ob^Snung the lea*|- 
earthly good, and. with having undeniably 
proved, that we arc unable to contend 
agaiust France. " S 

Spain.—J t is said, that w* arc abdut toy 
declaio war against this na'ion, but it is 
siid, that we air, on the (ontnry,-cndeif* 
vouring to obtain it,s mcjiuflun for peace, 1$, 
short, the public can know nothing of this 
matter.; but, liom the rist in the funds, one 
* might naturally expect, that some project;; 
for peace was on fool. The objection toit wi!(t : 
not be found with the mini-ten, who knotty 
not liow to get on an inch further in WM*}, 
•and who, if they think it likely to prevent*/, 
formidable opposition in parliament, w 
most jissuiedly makf%p' iwc, it they can, 'Af> 
to terms, tlicy l>now well, that they need nof 
embarrass themselves , for, as they have 
ready experienced, thcie are n >ne that weak 
Buonaparte can dictate, which the base stqclljp 
jobbers and those who speak for tlieuS ^® 
not approve of. The media i ion of 
But, why not ? The last negotiation wax, be- 
gun by llis Majesty's principal Sccretftry^ 
Suite solieitmgan interview with a 
sary of Prisdiu is. Why not the mediation 
of Spain : What are wn better than Spaiq f ' 
We do not, indeed yet pay tribute 
but, we do it hi directly, aryi that too, fq 
* larger sums than Spain has ever paid. We 
are, and long have beeq, sinking underthe 
yoke without perceiving it j and, indeed* 



ignoranceof cratisUuation I* .the only 
< ;'^pQ{mtanc6 that can apologise for the con- ^ 
"' tempt, with which we treat those whom we 
. fail “ the debased and abject powers of the 
, tootinent ;\contepopt .which is, by those 



ftowera. most ampAy#paid ns, notwithstand- c. it will, indeed, remain for jdiem to apologise 

” E “ JS — L -*- £ —■ ’ — —- *"*“ 1 fo*r their not having perceived the intention 

of Mr. Wine ha.11, or, perceiving, nut having 


ibg we have tp bifigt Of not having yet befeD 
tewquered by France. '( 

Dollars. —-I m^an, at this time, 
Merely to remind my readers, that thelnmn- 
'•!, 4 Sb sterling value of'the Spanish dollar is 
Iff,. 6d. A&er the stoppage of the bank, in 
4MI9.7, the dollar rose to 4s. gd. and now it 
.. .lias riafii to 5s. Some of the sapient advo- t 
. senses of the funding system insist, fh&t this 
nst in the value of the dollar argues an w- 
l-'.f0tue in the ^stability 8f the bank! Good 
souls ! it were a cruelty to undeceive them, 
it one might ask, whether, it dollars are of I 
Jost the same weight and mcqd as formerly, 
4jtd if a ten pound note, vt liich used to buy 
,44dollars, will now buy only 40 dollars; 
«r,e might ask whether, if this be so, it is 
Dot a sign that the bank notes f/rve de/ireciated; 
but, as was before observed, it would be an 
. ¥&£$£rueity to undeceive the good souls, 
yvhose ihippiness, like that of (he lamb or 
, the calf, consists in their total ignorance of 
, : v ,^pefa.te tharmittits them. “ Pleased to the 

^ last, they crop the flow’ty food,”_I 

,, wifi not add the rcir.ainiiVg part of the sen- 
teens, lest the haunters of the ’Change 
, |m>uld think that I have knowledge of some 
, . iraispiTacy against their corporeal existence, 
r wh 'ch most surely is not the case. 

- Volunteer ?ystum.—W ith the words, 
:#bicli form the motto t6 the present nutn- 
f '#r, Mr. Windham concluded his exhorta- 
, lions to ‘the parliament on this interesting 
- abbjcct. How the ministers, after all the 
Abupr, which they and their underlings have 
b«#ped upon him ; after all their gibes and 
» jgannts and reproaches and misrepresenta- 
and calumnies and insults; how, after 
i„Mlrhese, the ministers will be.able .to look 
jbinvin the face, it is hatd to conceive.* Yet 
, w '^ Wok him in the face, and* boldly 
hyjjjq; for,’\w Mr, Sccietiry Yorke so truly 
%|fcnd ao, modestly observed, in the debate of 
..T&e.gj.h of December last, though there may 
■ ; 4»e.” many excellent opposition speeches, there 
, V wifi be, to set off against them, many 
»*! : -4pod tumdmal votes.* 1 , Nay, it is not al¬ 
together impossible but they imy, upon the 
Strength of these their votes, become the 
V-v^jsMlants, and, instead of allowing that their 
volunteer system ft'as an unwise measure, 
Insist, that, like the peace of Amiens, it was 
* 4 * trable in hsclf, till it was spoiled by the., 
incessant attacks ot M r . Windham, who, in 
both inst, iuccs, ft; it predicted evil coose- 
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q&ences audwhgtd 

foresight has, therefore, no more merit taaft 
that of the incendiary, who foretold the 
burning of the house which he afterwards 
set on fire. In preferring a charge like this. 


prevented its success; but, this difficulty, too* 
they will get over by their standing justifica¬ 
tion, to wit, a dead majoiity of votes.—This 
majority will nor, however, prevent thp evils 
of the system from daily and hourly aug¬ 
menting. The disputes in the several corps 
of volunteers increase in violence as well as 
number. Instances of mutiny occur con¬ 
tinually. A regiment not far from the me¬ 
tropolis, which consists of eight divisions » 
each division.havilig a committed, has lately 
formed a general committee, which commit¬ 
tee ha*, cl raw n up and promulgated some 
very hfiph resolutions respecting their offi¬ 
cers. At Yarmouth the newspapers tell us, 
that the corps is thrown all into confusion 
by the measures of the commanding officer 
having been opposed by the committee. In a 
county, in the North, a whole corps are 
stated to have laid down their arms, because 
they were not permitted to take the right of 
the line on a brigading day, one of Mr, Pitt’s 
favourite brigading days! blr. Pitt never 
had heard of Volunteer committees, till Mr. 
Windham mentioned them. Colonel Long, 
who* is “ a More Accurate Observer,” can 
tell him a good deal about them; 'and can 
furnish him with some as pretty instances of 
the discipline of, his shop keeper army as ha 
edn possibly wish to .be put in possession 
> of. Iii the midst of all this, apd while the 
magistrates and parish officers arc, in many 
places, disputing,about,the allowances to be 
made to the wi&s and children of.volun- 
teefs, who consent to go from home, the 
public-prints are treating us with 4 speech 
of Kohest Sparrow, Ebcj. chairman of the 
* quarter;, sessions of the county of Stafford, 
who is said to have threatened with afl-ln- 
dictment'for a misdemeanor all those farmers 
and gcntlcfnen, tyho “ throw apy obstacle 
in the way of the defence of the country,’* 
by refusing to permit their servants^o go a 
volunteering, or by refusing to hector to hire 
volunteers 1 This is, surely, an invention 
for the purpose of hoaxing Mr. Colonel 
Erskinc, who So learnedly accused Mr. 
Windham of. utte/ing against tli/i volunteer 
system, words, which, if used out of the 
House of Commons would amount to a mis¬ 
demeanor; and in Robert Sparrow', Esq. 
every one must* recognize Falstaff *s Robert 
Shallow, Esq. who had formerly lived in Lin- 
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edln’* Inn, «n 4 whtfc as the reader will rk 
member was famous for talking about the 
' new levies , and was by no means backward 
in talking about himself. But, really, it there 
be, in Staffordshire, a leading magistrate of 
the name of Robert Sparrow, to make use 
of his name in this way w as certainly going 
beyond the licence of the press; for, there 
can benodoubi, that a snan who sliould 
seriously utt-r the threat stlwjvc mentioned, 
would be much fitter for Bedlam than for 
the Bench.——Citizen “Colonel Tierney’s 
third company have published another set 
of resolutions; in which'they give a positive 
contradiction to the no less positive assertion 
made by that gallant and right honourable 
man, thaf he had “ told his corps that they 
were not, m future to elect thei$ officers.” 
They, at the same time* express no inten- J 
tion of giving up this their “ elective fran- 
■ ft chisc;” but, they arc, for the eoo /1 of the 
Country, ready to pardm the* harsfrlttatnient 
•they have received. There has since been 
a quarrel between Mr. Tierney’s associate 
Lieut. Colonel and one of the captains; 
and, we are informed, that the men of the 
• company, to which the captain belongs, 
have had a meeting upon the subject, have 
taken their captain’s conduct into consider¬ 
ation, and have determined, by an " tinani- 
* l thous vote,’* that the captain had behaved 
well, through the whole of the transaction ! 
—Mr. Dow ley, whose goods were dis¬ 
trained and sold for the payment of fines, 
has marched-into Westminster Hall, there, 
tmder the command of that able field 
officer Colonel Ergkine, to -fight -against 
the magistrates of tfouthwark, headed Tby 
the Attorney General. What a glorious' 
prospect for the law! Who would have 
thought, that the parliament, by one 
short«act, ooaild have treated, instaijtly, 
370,000 litigants, in Great-Britain alone! 
What immense sums will thus be brought 
into the Stamp-Office ! What a-great anc^ 
v upeSpectcd addition will thus be made to 
magnificent receipts,” pn which 
^Lord Auckland dwelt with ruch rapture ! 
And bow would Mr. Windham be baffled, 
if the minister wcie, at last, openly to 
avow," and to boast of, the success of the 
voluntey institution, not as a military sys¬ 
tem, but as “ a solid system if finance !"• - 

At Chester, a regimental cou; t of inquiry has 
been held, on the royal tolunteeis of that 
city ; -andj the m i n is t c r s' b a v e* advertised, in 
the London Gazette,*a reward of tool, for 
discovering the persons who broke open the 
jad and effected the rescue,'at Chester, cjn 
the z8th of December last 1 bo, so ! This 
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T» the turn iris to take, at last! An- Adver¬ 
tisement to discover who it was that fcrokfr 
open the jail and rescued the impressed vo¬ 
lunteer arill carried him through the s treat* 
of the city ! This is jhe way the*.matter t*-t» 
be stifled, is it? The Addingtont aa 4 
fibvvkesburies will smileJy Let them’: 'W 
wvrest'atel to disturb mirth which is iikeijy. 
to be of so short a duration.——It must not 
be supposed, that, from my having mention* 
ed the above circumstances, 1 am inclined 
to take part against the 'volwnteeri, far 
whom, I repeat, that I have, personally, 

• very great respect. Wherj, indeed* is the 
probfvbiyty, that I should dislike or con* 
temn 370,000 of my own ^countrymen, 
amongst Whom are*alinosr alj> the persons* 
to whom I am most attached, as well by 
friendship as by interest ? What reason 
can there be w then, for my personally dis¬ 
liking this numerous body of men, from 
no one of whom, as far bs I know, "did I 
ever receive an injury or an insult! Nog 
my objection is not to the volunteers them¬ 
selves, but to the system , by which their 
means, their time, their talents, thc’v^Sal, 
and their courage, are prevented from being 
of any use to theif country or themselves. 
As to the dispute between The,governmeat 
and the volunteers, I am-decidedly with, 
the latter. 1 nrver could find the daw, 
tin which the opinion of -the AnoV^y- 
General was founded; and, 1 am-no? it 
little pleased to find, that, after all the 
abuse, which has been bestowed on me by 
the slaves of the ministry ,-thosc slaves have 
now adopted jnay Opinion. As to the right 
of electing officers, there can be little doubt, 
that there arc some cases, in which the offers 
of service included a positive stipulation for 
the exercise of this right. Tips was a fact, 
of which I was not before aware. But, now 
( tb.i! 1 am in possession of it, J hesitate not -tp 
say, that, to attempt to enforce a regulation 
eon!miy to such stipulation, would -be . a 
shand ful breach of national -faith. The At¬ 
torney General, in the debate of the 12th of 
December, in replying to wbat Mr. Wind¬ 
ham had said about the making of officers, 
observed, that ” genet ally speaking, men of 
“ rank and character were the object iff' 
“ CHOICE with the volunteer corps-," words 
which he could hardly have made use of, if 
he had nor regarded all the volunteers as 
having a right to choose their own officer. And 
with re -pect to committees, upon looking into 
the acts, 1 find that volunteer committees and 
meetings and \otings»are fully sanctioned by 
law, though Mr. Pitt and the ministers affect¬ 
ed to be utterly astonished m the existence 0 
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A r teth aod *hie " j the' Ww nf fllk 

Mr. Hilejr Addington wentsO far its to de- j Legislative Body waa opened by 'a speech 


elate, that he would scorn A belong: to a cprps 
that had a committee! 

’ St. Domingo— The«#rench troops in St. 
©dntipgo, consistipg, it is stated, of 5,000 
InetJt have surrendered to the British sqi^i- 
- dfon, and have been conveyed to JaittaiA, 
together with tlieir general, Rochaqjbeau. 
four French frigates, r 2 corvettes, and 18 
fifterchantmeut were captured, at the same 
time, in the harbour of Cape Francois, at 
Stdiich place the troops surrendered —Now 
Comes the dreadful “ Hail ei/lpirc !" Will 4 
3Hr. Addington and Lord Ca‘itlereagh*Joaif 
Uf this event ? Yes; _ %ey will. The assu¬ 
rance of your, modest well-meaning mm is 
never to be disconcerted. 
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INTEL LIGENCt. 

Foreign. —It has been reported, upon 
the authority of some letters from Vienna, 
of a recent date, that a disturbance had bro¬ 
ken out in Constantinople, caused by the 
Co^b^c.Ktjion of a body of rebels from llomc- 
Ka, with % party of the disaffected in the 
eapital r the jautssaries, however, remained 
faithful to their ^dlegiance, and, after consi¬ 
derable slaughter, succeeded in driving the 
insuitents from the city; But, it is said, that 
thcg&re still hovering iiftbe neighbourhood. 
—Tbe*Grand Sjeignior, embarrassed by the 
disturbances at home, and convinced of the 
difficult}.', if not the impossibility of reducing 
Egypt to submission, has, it appears, dis¬ 
patched orders for the surrender of Alexan¬ 
dria, and /or the evacuation of that country; 
and has made overtures to tire Beys, fur the 
restoration of the ancient state of things.— 
The dispute between the Emperor of Ger¬ 
many and the Elector of Bavaria has not yet 
* been comprised, although many members J 
of the Equestrian 1 order of Franconia, have 1 
submitted, and taken th^oath to the Elecior: 
*nd during this suspense, the Austrian drmy, 
pnder ftince Lichtenstein remains ujlon the 
| frontiers of Bavaria.—The preponderance of 
the Catholic interest, in the College of 
^Princes, is not settled; but, it seems, that t^e 
’'Elector of Bavaria has agreed to support it, 

. on condition that he, as well as the Emperor, 

shall receive an accession of influence.- 

On the 31st of December, Buoiiaparte left 
Paris, on a visit to the coast; and, after hav¬ 
ing inspected tEe preparations at Boulogne, 
and the adjacent places, with great minute¬ 
ness, fee returned to the capital on the 6th of 


from the Minister of the Interior, in which 
he boosts of the great improvements carrying 
on in the country, notwithstanding the Im¬ 
mense-preparations far wan- and,of the "pro¬ 
sperity, the happiness, and the tranquillity 

of the, republic.-Batavia is represented to 

be in a deplorable .condition, inconsequence 
of the great pecuniary exactions naado upon 
the ramiied part of the community, for the 
support of the arrfiies which are stationed 
throughout the country, and in comequencb 
of the daily requisitions made ;»noog the 
lower classes, lor men and boat# to be em¬ 
ployed* in the expedition against England. 
——News had been lately received from St. 
Domingo* by the way of America, stating, 
j. that Cape Fiangois* had been evacuated by 
the French, and that the event had been ce- 
lebrated, ; with great rejoicings, among the 
negroes j'fhat arthe different ports of which 
they had fa ken possession, commerce had 
begun to revive, and that at Fort Jeremie, 
particularly, trade was carried on with great 
spirit.—Peace has, certainly been restored, 
between the United States and the Emperor . 
of Morocco, without any stipulation for the 
payment of any tribute whatever. During 
the negotiation, the American squadron was 
moored off Tangiers, where the Emperor 
was with a very large body of troops, and 
the commodore threatened to destroy the 
town, unless the terms he offered were ac¬ 
cepted. 

Domestic.— Late Dublin papers stated 
th|t Dwyer the noted chief, had undergone 
several long examinations previous to his 
•being sent out of the country; that the rebel 
general, Clarke, who was wounded in at¬ 
tempting to make his escape, had died ; and 
that, Mernagh, aifcther fa mtus leader, had 
surrendered himself prisoner,-The peo¬ 

ple of the Shetland Islands are suffering un- 
fler a severe famine, in consequence of the 
failure of their crops of last year, and the 
scanty produce of their fisheries; indfceu, so 
great and so°universal is said to be the__ 
scarcity which prevails, that unless some as¬ 
sistance be obtained, one-half of the inha¬ 
bitants will be in danger ol" perishlhg for 
waat. w 

The articles which have been trans¬ 
mitted tor thc'Regfster, and which it is in¬ 
tended to insert, will ^certainly be found ia 
the next sheet. 


LONDON 



LONDON \ January 28 to February 1804 . 


u Eumtenes is reckoned among the notable examples of fominr"' mutabilityt but more nfttable 
“ was his'governntcnr of Inn silt, in all her chnis>| . Ail easily never lesunM his coinage, nor 
“ prosperity hi orcirmpitiion. Hut all his virtuf* lirfsisii y. a id wit wtii' i nlaway, in leailinj 
an army, ivirheut fu-'l [' •> n to ktep ft m ftnr oh .item/. 1 nerel’oic it wa > not ill an >vn ed, by Oaspawl 
'• <h Ilignie, Admiral ol S-iancc, in our day*, to one tkat foretold hit »'eat!i, which ensued soon 
“ after in ilic trust, .mu fit Vaij« ; ‘ that, ..//■'.. ih,,n er< tend ag.n't: art ,vn<\ of VoLine: akils, he »«.LI J.'t 
“ ‘a thousand nma.”' — Sir Walter Ualiigh s I It itory, Vol. il. p. air. 


* 20 ]- - - ~ " — ■— ■ ' 

• VO 1AJNTEK R. SYSTEM. 

Silt,—After the numcrtins and derisive 
farts whicli you have laid before thejiublic, 
in refutation of that most modest assertion 
of Mr. lliiey Aldington, viz. “ that the 
*• corps alluded to ry Ms. Windham as-bs- 
“ ing under the coutio! ol a com oilier, ivas 
,f a so! u,ny insiun.c of the kind; ' it may 
appear almost superfluous* to adduce any 
fur.her ci induce in ioi.lltin.uion of a fact, 
which iiiitorniuntcly is but too well attest! d. 
is ut as (lie Rio lit 11- n. Gi nlloman (to what¬ 
ever cause it may be owing, whether it aiiscs 
from Ids mistaking an obstinate adii; icnc: l«> 

* error, for manly In unless an 1 resolution ; or 
peihaps, from a ccitnin clu'.nrss of intellect) 
appears to require au m-amulutn-n of proof \ 
1 will beg leave to introduce to Ins notict, 
another example of a corps, which is govern 
ed by a committee, Be it known, there¬ 
fore*, to “ the Right lion, llelation,” and all 
others whom ,it may concern, that (he Oi- 
ford Loyal Volunteers, commanded lay Sir 
jDigby Mackworth, are likewise subject to 
the superintending care of a Committee. *It 
will readily be supposed that it is impossible 
for me to procure a copy of their re*du- 
tions; I will, however, stale a few facts re¬ 
lative # to the lowers, anti mode of election 
of the Committee, which I think will pfove 
intcrestjng to your readers, f irst, then, the 
Committee consists of two delegates from 

■ ead^company, who are elected by the pii* 
vtlf.%^2. The majority of" die Committee 
consists of privates. 3. The Qunnhitee is re- 

' x ~~ elected evry six wciks. This Committee has 

* the superintendence and management of the 
afiairsft>f the corps : and how far its autho¬ 
rity extends, may be easily conjectured from 
the tblldtoing circumstance. The colonel, 
sometime since, anxious to render his men 
as perfect as possible in discipline, wished 
the corps jo devote two or three rtiomiugs 
in a week to this jiijrpose. To this mea¬ 
sure (.he privates were very averse, and ac¬ 
cordingly dirccred the Committee to remon¬ 
strate with Sir Digby Mackworth against it*; 
and the consequence of course was, that the 
plan was relinquished. Another most sin- 

Vou. V. . . 


--•-[no 

| gular, and I should hope, unprecedenbd 
!•power vested :n this Comfflftrrc is, die rb he 
I of hcStftig and deciding on the complaints 
alleged by the pritares against their oficcs. 

! When it i< recollected that tne majority of 
I this Committi e couvis’sof privates, the con¬ 
sequent".* attending such a regulation, may 

be e-eily appftci.itrj.-Ir is stated, from 

the highest authmity, that it never Was in¬ 
tended that the Volunteers should possess 
the light of filling up any vacancies that 
mien, tikcur among the olii;cr% after the 
corps ha 1 been once established. If tjsis. 
Sir, be the ir.lrntion of Govern T.enr, out* 
Oxl- rd Volunteer* have been in till* con- 
stir.t habit of violating it. With them, all 
vac metes which occur arncfig the off ers, 
ate invariably filiod up by pci sons ehd&bby 
ibe privates. This election is managed lip a 
way somewhat singular. When it vacatity 
happens m any of tin- companies, one should 
naturally suppose that the power of filling 
it up, would (in case of an election) exclu¬ 
sively belong to fclie i .dfviduuls of whom 
the compdhy*was composed. This, how¬ 
ever, is not the ease. On the eont ary, 
rv.iy iiidiv’ilital/n /In ir jncni has a ~ste nn this 
OLcasim. in short, it would lie difficult to 
iiiul a corps, the cons'irutinif of wuich is 
more ftuiek drcwtrutic. Accordingly it has 
•been evulungly said, by some of tne lower 
soi tot piivates. (bat tn iteir m jn ere\jt man 
hat a t voire. Theirrf.oast.ng, however, is 
picttv ycaily at an end. for I cannot for 
a moment >uppo»e, tint thcii Colonel will 
so far forget the dut\ he owes to his Snc- 
rcign and his Countiv, as to permit, for the 
future, what has been publicly' declared, to 

be contrary to liis Majesty’s intention.-• 

1 am, Sir, with tiic sincercst esteem, yours, 
&c. I'tiu.o RaTKIjE, 

Oxford, Jew. 26 , 1804 . 


lfiistol, Jan. 24, iSo4. 
Sir,—— When a n*an pushes himself for¬ 
ward to inset u> 1 and inform rtw public, and 
still more whin he becomes an accuser; 
the least that is expected at him is to give a 
full and fair representation of what Tie re- 
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latis. T is because your correspondent die French prison. AH this I admit they 
J. O. has failed in both fhese ic^iii.-ite,s in promised his Royal Highness to do, but it 
liis account of a fracas that happened sonic wasmoie than 111: terms of service required; 
time since, ib the corps'of Light lloisc Vo- and 1 only notice it to shew that no 
lunteers of this city, that I claim a small * “ pledge was forfeited,'’ tcaprovj that these 
portion of \ ouiyjmblicatiou, to give a pIJn men acted up to the Ivrtcr and spirit of their 
but brief statement of that dispute? Mliicli engagement. It would be as reasonable to 
did not originate wi’h those to whqjn the expect the members of the House of Coin* 
blame is attributed; yeithcr in its progress mons to abandpn th'e liber*v of speech, or 
did any thing transpire which could justify any other privilege they derive from the con- 
a charge against them of having violated stitutiufl, as to caB upon the numbers of 
the regulation under which they associated, volunteer corps to give up the rights they 

--After the corps was foflncd, aud the, enjoy under t^eir internal regulations, 

officers appointed, it was thought aeerssary which have bc' iisanctioned by an act of the 
to liave a Major Conupandant; this the se- legislature. Whatever is wrong is a neccs- 
mior captain strenuously opposed, unless he sary consequence of the defects of the vo- 
could be appointed, on the ground that it luntcer system. It has already produced 
was ui military to put any body over his , many inconvtnicncies, and the dangers 
head, litre the dispute begxn and a great which it ihicarens are more than enough to 
deal of ill-blood arose between the friends terrify the stout.st heart. In every word 
of the captain and the advocates for the and sentiment yf>u have published on that 
rights of the corps. And here it will not be subject, 1 most perfectly coincide, 
amiss to tell you that a cemn.ince , consisting * I am, Sir, 

of one comma dotted officer and fottr/.rivales from A riTizf .v sor.nifcR 

eacVtroop, has the complete cannuml, both civil Of tie Lath and Piaster Atmy. 

and military. This committee, of which the -——— 

senior captain was chairman, framed a sort LanarkJme, Jan. 6, 1804. 

of constitutional'lorm of government, not Slit,—I read jour paper with a great 

taken from the pigt ou holes of the Aid v deal of pieasuie, as I deem you sii cercly at- 

SivK-, but copied from the regulations of tachcd to truth, and to the true interests of 

tip London and Westminster L, H. V. By \ou> King and Comity. A similar attachment 

this the lightfof'choosing officers is vested in bans me to state to you a late occurrence 

the body at large, and any private may be at L-, which is no bad illustration of 

elected to fill a vacant situation. Invijlim ' your opinion of the Volunteer System.-— 

of this claim, a gentleman of great rcspccia- ; On Friday, the t6th of December, 1803, as 

bility, but whose modesfy bad hitliciro kept two or three townVproplr, on- of then a 

him in the ranks, was nominated at a gme- Member of the Common Council of the Bo- 

ral meeting called by the chairman of the* lough, were met together in a public-house, 

committee, at the requisition of several mem- tw« «>i the L -— Voluntceis intruded 

bers, as a fit person to be appointed Major into theii company, which occasioned some 

Commandant. The nomination was car ahcreation, cndlhg in bloys from ,thc vo- 

pied unanimously. A few days after this, lantern, to the eilut'nn of blood and the 

the Major sent* a note to the committee, loss of a tooth to the Borough Cqpncilloi. 

Statifig that dil'.culti^s having been raised ( The constables came to carry the delin- 

to ins appnintmci t he felt himself bdund to quents befoie a magistrate ; bur were*much 

resign. Upon this two-thirds of*the men obstructed hr the volunteers, now*-nutted 

resigned, until the senior captain, who was by others ef the corps; and afterwards, 

jegarded as the cruse of the majors’ icsig- while one of them was cariyjng to prison * 

ration, thought proper himself to resign, bv order of a magistrate, the constables 

Ilerc the dispute ended H he seceder* re- wcie actually def» erd in their July, hr at, and 

joined, another major and another captain abused, and the pn-onerset at liberty:— 

were appointed (by the men and not b\ the nay, it is s,.id, one of the Volunteer officers 

committee) and the corps has never failed joined in the deforcement, insisting that a 

to perform any duty required of it, from volunteer coulti only be tried by a court 

the time y. the Duke of Cumber- martial, pad was not subject jo the civil 

land, 01 dered a detachment to escort French power; and some t|i them even threatened 

piisoncrs front Wclk ; ii» which service the the magistrate, ninth the vengeance tf their Major 

men were aVsmit two day.-., and on horsq- g Commandant . »A serjesmt, too,-ran to a room 
b.:ck twelve hours without dismounting; where some of the volunteers were drilling, 

this they did cheerfully several limes, and -remonstrating why they remained there, 
r.ovf/’vo men act as videtteg every day at while 04e of their number was carrying tq 
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prison !-Now, Sir, I tremble for thel'SC 

suit of such doctrine and practice!—If the 
civil power is allowed to be trampled upon 
by the volunteers with inputmy, and with¬ 
out investigation, the consequence must 

serious indeed.-- 1 am, S.r, you 1 >, .&c. . 

&:c. A 11 HI It LA NL)t]t, 

Surrey? Jut. 30, 1S04. 
Sfit,—Permit me to utkWor a corner in 
y' ur paper, in order to convey to the pub¬ 
lic some account of the Volunteer-corps of 
‘this place. It consisted of 139 men, to 
whom, about four montlv> ago, the oath of « 
allegiance was tendered; but, it was ‘ 
ra ! \, if not st holly, refused. A set flf regu¬ 
lations ivas afterwards submitted to the 
corps, who, tbereupon^hrrw uj% with the 
exception of 55 men. They paraded rho 
place in great triumph, with blue cockades, 

' and thre.iv their regimental with great con¬ 
tempt, into the house of 3 man, who had 
originally subscribed 501. towards clothing 
and disciplining ihcm ! Arc these the men, 

' Mr. Cobbett; is this the description of 
tiosps, to meet and to defeat the veterans 
of France? Is it thus that vtearc to be 
saved, Sir ? I was, myself, some time ago 
much in favour of the volunteer sv stein; 
and, I must confess, that even your argu¬ 
ments were not sufficient to correct tne 
without the aid of experience. That expe¬ 
rience I have now had ; and, with you, 
Sir, and, ,1 believe, with ninety-nine hun¬ 
dredths of the nation, I say, short foliit-s 
are bestaway with this foolery, and give 

us a real army in its stead.-1 am.yqurs, 

act. See. C. S. 

_ • 

Extract ft am PttKcedmgs of a Parish Afrefing in 
the Pmiik of Alary da-^onne, dated Jan. 7 , 
1S04, amWgncd hv John Jones, (iff. 
Resolved unanimously, that the iol-. 
lowitlfc address to the nobility, gentry, and 
other inhabitants of this parish,'be printed 
jut? distributed, relative, to tire Royal 
T o^Tt Mary -la-son ne Volunteers.— 
The Volunteer Association* in this parish 
liavipg bc£ti brought to its present slate of 
discipline. at an expense of not less than 
/ rcettfy thou until founds to the individuals who 
compose that corps, exclusive of thei* / w- 
iiua! subscription towards its supp >rr, and the 
incidental expend they iryjst necessarily be 
pul unto, besides the tinte“«ivin fonj their st ve¬ 
to! ocen/Jbtions in personully'attending their 
duty.—And that tMiaid of Volunteer Coips 
is req-u site at (his perilous time to our safe¬ 
ty and pre-ervurion from 'a menacing tej-o-v 
cious enemy, who threatens our entire de¬ 
struction and existence as a people and na¬ 


tion is not disputed ; yet as then annual ex¬ 
pense cannjt be supported without the aid 
and subscription*of those whose situation 
precludes personal service, and upon whom 
their continuance nnht depend. , *ou will be 
wairod upon by ;t Conm ittec of vestrymen 
and namhioners, attended Ay an officer of tbe 
ftoy.il'Yoik Mnry-la-bonne Volunteers, who 
have, undertaken »to solicit 3 our subscrip* 
tion for that purposj, so hug only a . it may¬ 
be found necessity and expeJitnt to rent mite the 
services of those who have so Tiobly volun¬ 
teered to support the freedom of our coun¬ 
try, profect*our property* and defend our 
livcs’afftlic peril and hazard of their own. 

’ * 

Extract from an Addicts to the Members of the 
Ninth East Division of the . I>tillcry ( 'ompany, 
from the Captain of the said Division, dated 
Angel (.'cum, January 28, 1804. ‘ 

Gt NTt.i- men,—W ednesday next.is the 
day appointed for the inspection of the re¬ 
giment.-It is pain! ul t > me to observe 

that the musters of the North East Division 

have of late done no credit to its numb.. 1.-1 

appeal to your feeling 1 -, as men, to 'your 
honour, as soldiers, whcthei the members 
of the North East Division have not of late 
been too relax in the performance of their 
duty; government has seen and noticed this 
relaxation, and the feelings of your Cponel 
Jiave suffered much*upoii the occasion. ' Lee 
me entreat you then, sis friends, to*muster 
strong on Wednesday next. - — The Ho¬ 
nourable Artillery Company have till tuna 
stood high in the errivnation of govern¬ 
ment: rtici* - punctual attendance on all 
pressing occasions ha; merited aq,d obtained 
universal approbation. Rouse then, my 
brave comrades, retrieve your good name, 
and be emulous to rank foremost in the list 
of volunteeis. The occasion was never 
more pressing; your exertions were never* 
more icquircd. 1 conficfently //yivhat this 
address vs ill meet, with the sanction of the 

whole division. -Believe me. Gentlemen, 

most sincerely your dev-tej sr, ,\nt, 

Thomas Dawks, Captain. 

(fopy of a Lettei f om a Coni'd-iA r. of a Volun¬ 
teer Cotp r, in the City if If < stmmstn , to 11 is 
Co LONE L, dated Jannai v 2 ?, 1804. 

Sir,— -Tmc desued by the several pri¬ 
vates in nty company, to acquaiur you, that 
it is. their detcimuurion to withdraw them¬ 
selves, unless you iinmedi.sTt.ly order **** 
[a captainJ to resign—He may bless his 
srars, I did n«*t bayonet him—but—dam 
him I've dune with him—Youts to com¬ 
mand ***** 

The reader mof depend on the auihtn- 
1 -' 2 
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tiiiiy of this document. I have the names 
of aii the parties; but, it i? useless to men¬ 
tion them. It is the tacts and not (the per¬ 
son* that I wjsh to hold up to the notice of 
my readers.——E ditor* 


Ay register. [n$ 

s ’o take measure of the ability contained in 
the counny; or that I consider these gen¬ 
tlemen to be exclusively possessed of di-tin- 
if guish.-d talent; cy even take upon me to 
(deride, that, their abilities are Unequalled. 

. ’ It is sufficient for my purpose, to refer to 

CHANGE OF ministry. %'•, « known,.Ur, le«lin< mon who. 

collectively, would be able to call forth into 
Sir,—I sincerely curJ^rntulatc yon, or the service of tln-ir country, at this season 
Jnore correctly speaking, the public, on the of unexampled'difficulty, all the physical 
increased ciiculation that, you announced at strength and mental energy it contains, 

the bcginnin| of the year of your patriotic And now, Sir, will you permit me to 
publication; and am glad you have so very state, as the result ef,mo‘t serious reflection/ 
easy a mi de of silencing ministerial cavillers ■ that greatly as I admire the splen lid gc* 

respecting the truth of yottf rt.itcmefct^ by nius of Mr. Pitt, his coalition wuh'ihe gtn- 

iclcrring them to the St»np Office. 1 have tletncn'i luve named, hut on conditions, 

taken in tho Register for the last twelve which, I fear, would be rather modifying 

jnon hs, and am sure it is not your fault, if to him, an?! which I much wish he may so 

the people ot England are nor, by this time, "far master himself as to accede to, would, 

not only fully acquainted withMnir real si- instt.ui of proving an acquisition, only add 
tuaii m* but also with the only practical to our e.nbari-isync-til. brom Mr. Put, I' 
means that can adord a ration.il hope of sur- snoulJ demand as a p.chminarv, the corn- 

mounting the complication of ills which pktr rcuunriuuon ot the system lie has pur- 

menace our destruction. I trust )\»u ml! sued for some years, relative to finance j 

conj^.uc boldly and independent!/ to urge j and, e-n-eel.il’y, with regard to the Bank of 
the important truths you have already j JingUnJ: for, until the iiiuiatur.il and d-s- 
broilght forward, so as, if pos.itilr, to | c.i a cvfi.l restriction be removed from the 
awaken the nation from iis besom d .■; ar!>y j l,„t l r, we cannot tven In-gin the work of 
respecting the present r,iibc.clle adm.biMi,-,- j political salvation. 1 implore the weight 
tioiw: who have so large j? contributed to 1 ml eloquence of this gentleman, with the 
our present dangers, anJ whose coi.tinur.net* j pulVie ; not to add to the hideous fabric of 
in power renders our deliverance next to j our paper credit; not io attempt any longer, 
utter impossibility. j the delusive and diluterioos quackery of 

You have J. te!y pointed out, r:i a more , suoaining the overgrown s ; 7.c of the na- 
forciltle manner, the rnuirpuiiq^le n-ee-..tty j non.:l debt, l.y sduitieii .1 tax'es; bur, ro 
of an Union of pafiies ; spcli as will enable j employ ail his credit, alibis skill, all hi* 
his Majesty to avail him.-eif, for rtic vilely, , perju isio', in honestly co-operating -vith 
honour, and dignity of me countiy, oi ait \ the great leaders I have named, in the besr, 


the energy that cun be dciived from a com¬ 
bination of the most consummate wi .dom 


Sihich in truth will be the sfreilie\l plan, by 
which its reduction can be effected, in such 


and powerful Fi. flue nee. Besides, your own proportion as to lying the pav ment of the 
conclusive tciscnrng on the subject, you inretests within the compass 'of a nst'lnal, 
have laudably shown your dev.-t on to ifie * legitimate system of taxatior . But how is 
inrtrc 5 .'i<" , bt y uurecount:y, by giving addi- this great dcsi.ieratum to be ptrfoimei i P-y 
tiunrr! publicity t r t wo vyry luminous essays no other possible method, 1 dare venture so¬ 
on the Mibj.'it of cvtiulr.u, which lately ap- Icmnly to aver, than positive and adcq&ng 
peatjjp in a daily paper. It is natural taxation of the interest, which is thdsreiie 
enough, iiuhspuQoIy, for our present mi thing as reducing the principal of the debt 
risteislj feel exquisitely sensitive, when a itself. But this is, u{ once, to acknowledge 
ccvalition of great and enlightened men i,s national bankruptcy. To be sure it is; and 
spoken of; for certainly there can be no I wish the commission to be sued our* iliat 
such t/wiz at an Addington in the comrrcsi- the creators may have all that they,/ire en- 
tion. Wl.cn you rnrntion the names of titled to; namely, an annuity from the pub- 
nsy Lord Grenville, Messrs. Wirfilbam, Pitt Jic, of all thata rich commercial people can 
and Fox, you only re-echo the sentiment ex- pay'iu sujih taxes,* as are compatible with 
pressed throughout, the kingdom b\ all in* due cncouragcbient to industry,‘freed m» 
tdhgent and disinterested perrons; the only and morality. If it betcontcndcJ, that tho 
question being how the uiftou of sq much national creditor has claims to sanction un¬ 
talent and influence can happily lor the t limited taxation, hr in other words, unlimu- 
country, be brought into action. I hope cd oppression arid extortion; i can only 
it will not be imputes to me, that I presume consign such claims to the indistinguishable! 
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, that must soon equally overwhc?Sf*>| levenuc, whether 1 pay a certain sum’tor 

dihiking wine, y the sime amount as a 
prajjni ti^n of my income, if I am unable to 
piy altogether any more th:.n the sum in 
question? The retroactive effect must al¬ 
ways an tve, when you have exhausted all 


rumi 

both creditor and debtor. 

In expressing the foregoing sentiments 
about our finances, in wlych, I flatter my¬ 
self, Si 1 , ybu yourself concur; 1 disclaim* 
entirely, any insinuation that they arc wi- 
sonant with those entertained by the distin¬ 
guished characters, 1 have nreviously named, 
nor do I know the ftmnary. To them 
it belongs, when, and in wlwt manner, they 
deem most fit, to promulgate their own. 

I am v. tiling to do all the justice to Mr. 
‘Pitt that lie can claim, fyr his comprehensive 
knowledge and arrangement of finance. The 
whole country must he strikinglv convinced 
of the bungling inferiority of his successor; 
aided, as he hh.» been, by Mr. Tierney; 
who, it is pre'timed, has been incMatigablr at 
the de.-k, a- his master hasdispei'sed with bis* 
loquacity for some time pas t in Sr. Stephen’s 

• Chapel. The property tty:, as it is called, 
will bo a monument ol the stupidity of the 
present Chancellor of the Exchequer, and of 
his deputy ; as well as ol their disicgard of 

* public lecling. This disgraceful fairago is 
as abominable as ir is unintelligible; and, I 
believe, I may add, impracticable, in its pie- 
seut etude, slate. Bi fore 1 conclude, it is 
my intention to p dm out some of the. effects 
of the trie,! part of the Doctoi’s budget; but 
I shall take leave of his insignificance tor the 
present, while I entreat a little more of 
your attention icsncctiog Mr. l'icr. When 
tint gentleman came fiisl into power, his 
system of nhaiicc was decided, manly, ami 
h mesr. He druu vodly obtained credit will) 
the countiy, 1 y the extensive, as wclj as 
rapid improvement of the revenue, which he 
effected ; and which, be it remembered, w t<P 
(SEctilially owing to his suhctilurmf low 
duties, in the room of, those which expe¬ 
rience had d<%)cnst!atcd, either to have the 
effect of sumptuaiy laws, or, what w as 
much* worse, to produce counteraction, 
from the encouragement afforded to illicit 
prAtices. In an evil hour, Mr. Pitt aban¬ 
don ?tl bis own system, and began the woik 
of destroying the fruit derived from several 
years,of pprseverittg labour and sound wis¬ 
dom. lime fauna mnVihbes. I shall shew 
you tbe baneful consequences, for they are 
now severely felt of this dereliction, as riiey 
aiise <tut of the clumsy imitation or our late 
pre mier, by his successor. 

In your analysis soult time a^o, of*the 
vaunted,-hut deceptions surplus of revenue 
proclaimed by the lA'.uister, you have most 
pointedly detected the fallacy of reckoning 
upon new taxes, as adifitiun.il tevenuc, f 
when there i, a consequent‘decrease of those 
already existing. What matters it to rbe 

i 


tjle u, tural object 1 , of tnx.iyum, and t must, 
frattVy declare, that r. ith Til my admitationt 
of M-. Pitt, and ?lcfeicnce to his political, 
as well as financial sstgaciij*, even iiqx-rad* 
ding existing circumstances of acknowledge 
cd difficulty that be has had* to contend 
whb; he never was justified in breaking 
down ihe nniural barrier. • I have no objec¬ 
tion to Concede to him purity of intention; 
but, as he has not*cstablishcd any claim to 
infallibility, let him now exhibit his pietcn- 
sioiis to sincerity and candour. The man, 
who, in the prosecution (if he clfims such 
concession, 4 teadily grant if) of the best 
cause, has by his fascinating eloquent e, and 
persuasion, led us to the biink of that pre¬ 
cipice, from which, to use his own emphati- 
cu! words, vve can behold nothing but the 
“ gulph of bankruptcy” tcaJv to devour 
us; can only merit the reputation of a true 
patriot, by exerting his utmost power, and 
making every petsoual sacrifice, to recon¬ 
duct us to sate ground,, Mr. Pitt has 
changed his options on one mcasu it, to 
which he had as firstly pledged hiitv-rff, as 
he can have done to any other. I mgan, 
Ja: Vuvnrnhv v r 'futr :; bu; scTi questions, as 
vve!! as the tuitions of \\ hig and Tor}-, 
1 would, for ilv present, co sign to ohli- 
vi n, as obvdoscjri r.ii-. *1 cail upon Fox, 
Pur, V\ inflham, and Gtcnvilfr, in the name 
of i-»u3 iiccc-siry, to lay aside spn illa¬ 
tive points, and party dil'crcnccs, and assist 
by their unhid wisdom an! pnttiotism, ia 
pieventing the subversion of rtte monarchy, 
a-d the downfall of the iThi-h constitution. 
I v..y in the name of imperious necessity, in 
the name of all that is (fear to u^^in the 
name of our comm c juiU'y, 11 /-t* urns 
“ binis duhitet mm ten •fifeterc, si r: :it ‘ >cf ,:n- 
“ uisf" I call upon them to unite tn.-r ef¬ 
forts, lo save us by timely prec-utions, from 
t!ie anarchy and desolation, t'..;l txacily si- 
tyikir causes with those we now labour 
under, hive furnished so t:it; 1. fnl an exam¬ 
ple of in Eratio''. Piont th; r.wnc fate, no¬ 
thing but an extinction of pa: t of the na¬ 
tional deb(| and the coiscqu-m repeal of 
the taxes that cither clog our indus ry, or 
impair the energy of ,t i:ec pco ; ie, c..;i -ivj 
us in the impendin' rnsis. Relieve me, 
Sir, ir will soon* be 'fund, that with. u t the 
radical air.c i.nattr-n I nave ju t ■g'-ten', 
our volunteers tvdl prove equal>y mr.vi: 
and unable to Mn-out themtelvcs; 
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• what consequences may thence be expected, 

shall not impute to your readers so much 
"ttubress of intellect as not to forcfce 5 dr so 
little feeling, as mot to, shudder at. -I am 
very free to acknowledge, for myself, that I 
do not feel the apprehension of any thing 
like immediate (Rutger from the arms«cf ffce 
enemy. It is only wheq I look bafik on the 
'gigantic monster, thar hangs on out rear, 
that I feel dismay. My courage all fails, 
&jhy soul sinks within me at the frightful load 

debt, and grinding inquisitorial taxes, by 
which,our sapient statesmen ere destroying- 
"us, while, poor creatures, they- vainly' 
imagine they can frighten Buonapart£! If 
the Tatter is as frantic at some choose to call 
‘‘him; if he is, what I do not myself believe 
a word of, as weak and superficial as minis¬ 
ters themselves, perhaps, his impatience may 
hurry him on in the threatened invasion, 
instead of making sure work of it, by leav- 
‘ jng our overthrow to the operation of their 

* own destructive measures. 

When our paper is virtually at a dis¬ 
count, as you have demonstratively proved, 
"hy the price at which the dollars are now 
curretifr; and which, indeed, has-long been 
‘Jocontestibly shewn by the progressive ad¬ 
vance in the prioe of gold and silver, as well 
as*^y the unfavourable course of exchange 
‘. with the Comment, though’the amount of 
our exports, far exceeded that of our hri- 
/ ports j aurelylt Will not be contended, that 
it is not high time to throw aside disguise, 
and institute an ^impartial enquiry into the 
real state of the nation. < 

I have so far confined tnysfclfT in a great 
"decree, fo a sort of expost ulatory address to 
"Mr. Pitt. Although that gentleman has 
'lately acted in a manner, both in the opinion 
of his friends and opponents, so little worthy 
of himself; I own, without coinciding en¬ 
tirety wjth him ip politics, that there has al- r 
ways /Ippeared to me something dignified, 
elevated, and commanding in his character. 
With respect to the other gentlemen* I have 
named, as leading characters, it does not oc¬ 
cur to me, that they are materially called 
upon either to give any pledge for the future, 
or offer any apology for the past. To Mr. 

' Fox, with great deference, I would, however 
' unwillingly, beg leave to offer a few re¬ 
marks. It certainly would be 0 the greatest 
injustice to my own sentiment, as well, I 
' presume, as fo the general estimation, in 
which be is held in this country, and 
throughout Europe, tp deny him the rare 
qualification of an enlightened, indeed, con¬ 
summate ftatesman. I will frankly, how- 0 
ever ownirthat, attached, like himself to 
peace, from motives of philanthrophy ; his 


cobbetts anjjju^l aMsm: 

bias in its favour, has lately"appeared strong- 


er than was consist rut with the accqfhplish- 
ment of his own obj-ct; which I have no 
hesitation in saying. I think the.system Of 
p Lord Grenville and Mr. 'V^indham, at pre¬ 
sent more securely leads to* I shall not 
take any retrospective view, to prove whe¬ 
ther lie, or they,,on former occasions, urged 
the wisest course. Mr. Fox has lately,' very 
forcibly reminded me of the sentiment of 
Cicero " Pacem iniquissimam hello justissimo 
“ antcfi.ro." From him, I would most ear¬ 
nestly deprecate any thing resembling the 
repetition of the* hollow peace of Amiens. 
War, } say war with France, and I confess 
the alternative is horrible, as long as this 
country can exist as independent, or until the 
intolerable aggrandizement of the former, be 
reduced within bounds, compatible with the 
safety and quiet of Great Britain j or, 1 may 
say, of the rest of Europe; with whose* 
tranquillity, our own must, in^a greater or 
lesser degree, be indissolubly connected. Be¬ 
yond this point I hope neither British cou¬ 
rage, or British capital will be pushed. France 
I would-deprive of nothing, but what is re¬ 
pugnant to her own true interest and happi¬ 
ness, as well as to the general welfare of 
mankind. May the long rivalship of the 
two nations cease, and the generous contest 
commence between them of improving the 
condition of humanity, by the diffusion of 
science, and extension of agriculture and 
commerce. 

I must now revert to the subject, which 
I intimated in another part of my letter; I 
mfan Mr. Addington’s maiden budget. I 
recollect that it was greatly extolled hy 
stmif. venal scribblers, tor its possessing, at 
once, undoubted efficiency, and the greatest 
simplicity. The lnctcr term, in one accepta¬ 
tion, will certainly apply to tKis, as well as 
all other mca-urcs ot any importance, 
brought forward by this gentleman/ Such 
’experiments in finance, I persuade myself, 
will bear me out in my general train ol i«i- 
soning. *1 njcan to infer from them, that 
however much yoy rack invention, how¬ 
ever much you vary the nominal amount of 
imposts, or whatever diversity of ^objects 
you select, there must still remain a limit 
to“the extension of revenue. If, sherefore, 
according to all reasonable criterion, we 
have reached the ne plus ultra , what docs 
sound policy,dictate l Why, certainly the 
extinction .of part of the debt, instead of the 
creation of vexatious* galling taxes, which 
oppressive as they are, must ,cea*£ to im¬ 
prove the whole stock ot revenue. l,.,am 
sot unapprised of the danger that might be 
apprehended from the measure I venture to 
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recorntflend. History beau ample teft^ 
piony to the revolutions and convulsion* 
Occasioned by.financial dilapidations; and 
the example of France it now before our 
eyes. The attempt undei* the direction of 
our present set *f feeble creatures, I should* 
consider the signal of irretrievable confu¬ 
sion and calamity; while, under the au¬ 
spices of such an administration as 1 have 
painad some of the leaders of,’ men, uniting 
all parties, 'and possessing unlimited confi¬ 
dence with the public;* the measure would 
he as practicable, as it certainly is inJisfitiun - 
tie: and the.only question is, whether, by ( 
utting the reins of government, before it 
e too late, into able hands, wc mny«bc fully 
prepared, by timely piccaution, or wait tilt 
the gathering storm suddenly Jrurst over 
us, and scatter ruin andMcvas.ation in evety 
direction. 

. As a prominent feature of Mr. Adding¬ 
ton’s budget, stood the additional duty on 
tea. From* indisputable authority, at the 
Esst-lndia House, 1 learn, that in the last 
• March sale, there was sold of this article 
7,4.00,000lbs. weight; and that 6uch has 
been already the effect of the high duty, as 
to have reduced the quantity declared for 
sale in March ensuing, to 4,700,000 lbs. 
only ; which, it appears, is very considera¬ 
bly less than has been sold at any one sale, 
for many years past. In addition to the i 
loss sustained, by so diminished a sale, I } 
understand, that a depreciation has taken i 
place of such a nature as to threaten veiy 
serious and important consequences to the j 
East-India Company; to whom this article, j 
if I am rightly informed, has, for sometime I 
past, been an essential, as well as very in^ 
proving resource. Jn point of revenue, the 
inference is too palpable. The tax is levied 
upoj) tea adfoalmcm, ai*d there seems every 
reason to apprehend, that, combining de¬ 
precation with reduced quantity, there vvilf 
very soon be a lc«s sum produced at the 
t p«scnt monstrous duty of 95 per cent, than 
<ho*pieceding duty of only 90 per cent, af¬ 
forded. This tax, it appears, was very oh- 
, stinately persisted in,‘against the most co- 
gc»< reasons and forcible representations 
urged by the chairman and court of direc¬ 
tors of the East-India Company, on.their 
own Dehall; and by a very numerous body 
-of traders, in behalt of themselves and the 
community; under a conviction, from for¬ 
mer experience, that the- cxcAsivc duty 
would prove equ.djy injurious to themselves 
nijo the revenue. 

The next striking object in the ways and 
.tnca.is was the ad.lwionubduty on spirituous 
(liquors. Oa adverting to the commence¬ 


ment of Mr. Pitt’s admfoistration, it will be 
found, th-.it lie reduced the duty on rum 
from aboul 7s. fid- per gallon to 4s.; and 
on *Frenaii brandy and Dutch geneva, from 
about 9s. 6d. to cs. per gallop and that* 
however extraordinary it may appear, the 
event not only justified the sanguine expec- 
tk*ticfa& he held out to the public, of aug¬ 
menting the revenue, by»the low duries, 
but a% it should appear, from what I have 
been informed, in a few ye*ars, rendered it, 
almost beyond all comparison more pro¬ 
ductive. Unfortunately, Mr. Pitt was in-', 
duccd, dating the war, to gradually raise 
the (Jury on these article? to their* former 
limit; and thus restore the exploded sys¬ 
tem of his predecessor, in the American 
war. But now steps forward the modern 
hero of finance, Doctor Addington ! brave¬ 
ly asserting his entire superiority .over com¬ 
mon sense and experience ; lie offers you a 
large additional supply on jta/ter, by at once 
raising the duty on brandy and geneva to 
about 14s.; and on rum to about us, per 
gallon. From some highly respectable per¬ 
sons in the West-India trade, I am positive¬ 
ly assured, that such has been the conse¬ 
quence of this exorbitant duty, that it may 
be presumed oil a very moderate calculation, 
that the article of rum, .to the loss of the 
planter, is sunk full half in price ^occa¬ 
sioned, partly, by tfie want of internal con- 
%umptiou in this country, and, partly by 
the large proportion of British spirit, mixed 
with it, in order to counteract ihc high 
duty. The spirituous liquois of France and 
Holland^they in/orm me, still experience a 
much greater diminution of consumption, 
from the high duty ; and hence gteater de¬ 
falcation of revenue. I will not pursue, a* 

I might do, the investigation of the Doctor's 
llimsy budget any further.* I have said 
enough to render the conclusion level to the. 
opacity of all men of common understand¬ 
ing : it is to such, and not to htf^Ljesiy’s 
ministers, that 1 tiddtess myself. 

I shall conclude with a very few observa¬ 
tions on a subject, that the sclfich crew, 
who have usurped the places of their bet¬ 
ters, ridiculously enough, endeavour to 
•make a question of such cxtteine delicacy, 
something, indeed, so wonderfully mysteri¬ 
ous, as to lender the mere nien-i >n of it, a 
kind of profanation; a new sort ot political 
crime: I mean, the undoubted, and 1 will 
add, most beneficial prerogative of his ma- 
jesty; the power ot appointing his own 
ministers, who questions the authority by 
which Mr. ASJington is Ijecome the' nonts- 
tcr ? But uh.it practical benefit they me.. 11 
to derive from such, an argument, as ihur 
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enjoying undeservdiffevour from their sove- 
Vmgii, is incomprehensible, unless it be con¬ 
tended, because their incapacity, iynoragee, 
and unfitness tor the high stations they libld, 
is unprcce. 1 (toted; an usprecedented exten¬ 
sion of the royal prerogative should take 
placr, in order to protect them from the cop- 
sequences of re t jfousibiliry to the pultlh!. 1 
have only very ’shortly cto reply to-^si'ch 
profound rcasorAis on our constitution, 
that it is the bounden'diiiy of the subjects 
of.our motwgracioos monarch, in a consti¬ 
tutional and proper manner to convey the 
full expression pt the pitblic»opinii*n, re¬ 
specting thode servants, whom he/boosts 
to entrust with the maintenance of the ho¬ 
nour and glotv of the crown, and the inse¬ 
verable welfare and happiness of his peo¬ 
ple. After this short exposition, I will 
leave to others nil the metaphysical disqui¬ 
sition they choose to display on this point, 
while, with implicit confidence, in common, 

1 trust, with every loyal man, I may rely 
oh such practical use of piciogntive as 
becomes the father of his people, atul the 
ffloit vi tuous and religious King in Eu¬ 
rope. 

When I reflect on the state of our fi¬ 
nances ; the situation of Jrelatid, fiom which 
the present minisrters have pledged thrm- 
selvbMo witli-hold the only teuiedy, by which 
it can be rendered a sound part of the empire t 
when Ltiun my ryes to the Continent, and 
cannot find a single power that dare risk a 
common cause with such a set of drivellers; 
when 1 again turn,them towaids home, and 
behold the skeleton of a fegul^r jxmy, and 
the incurably defective system of our volun¬ 
teer force; and, lastly, when I contemplate j 
the formidable strength, skill, perseverence, | 


vvfg useless, if weeds be, ibchhorsef, 
cattle, and carriages, as shall not be wanted 
for rhe purposes therein mentioned ; I am t 0 : . 
desire, that your lordship will consider itt 
every respect, a$ included in those direc¬ 
tion 0 , all such vessels, hrfats, or craft, as 
shall not be wanted for the like purpose,*, or 
shall got be armed and equipped (or the an¬ 
noyance of the erfemy,--As I am inlorm- 

cd by H R. rhe‘Commander in thief, 

that cnly one light cart per company ran, 
on such emergency, be allowed to volun¬ 
teer corps, for cairving the>r c.’urp ke 1 ties 
and necessaries on tfieir march, I hrg leave 
to recommend it toyour lordship, rc give di¬ 
rection? that one suih cart le allotted be- 
• tore-hand to each company ot volunteers 

with the (^ounryof-; and that one 

,such cart be always kept marked and num¬ 
bered, as the carriage intended for the use of 
that particular company for this service.— 
In consequence ‘also of a late suggestion 
from H. R. II. rhe Commander in Chief, I 
have strongly to recommend to you 1- lord- 
ship, in communication, with tne general’ 
commanding the district in which the 
County of . . . » is included, to give di¬ 

rections tor allotting and marking a suffi¬ 
cient number of waggons for moving the 
volunteer force wliete it is not placed in the 
vicinity of the coast; and it would be found 
extremely useful, if boards, such as are tired 
for seats in market carts, could be provided 
and kept in i cadi ness, at the place or places 
of general assunbly, ready to l>e slung upon 
tlie waggons, to which place of assembly 
these waggons should be held bound to re¬ 
pair upon tlie signal of alaun being given.— 

«I have the honour to be, my lord, &c. 

r C. Yorke. 


and iroplacabihty of our inveterate enemy ; 
I certainly wonder that there can be two 
opinions respecting the absolute necessity of 
a chanse/>of minister*. The Englishman, 
■who difflies such necessity, may think and 
speak of me as lie things proper; but, he 
must, if he pleases, excuse me, if, in return, 
he If only oflercd the choice of being con- 
ticlercd either a fool or traitor to his king 
and country by, Sir, yours. &c. 

■January 31, J SOI. V eRax. 0 

DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPER. 
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Circular fatter from the Secretary of State to 
the several Land LicuUwnts of Counties .— 
Dated Whitehall, Jan. 1(5. 

Mr, Loro,- Refecting, your lordship 

to the dire..tions contained in my CircuUr 
Letter rp you, of the 31st of Ofcf. last, for the 
removal, in cases of oincigcncy, or rcxidcr- 


. INTELLIGENCE. 

Forriov. —According to late ar,counts 
from the F-ust-Indies, it appears, that, in 
consequence of a League formed between 
Ilolkar, Scindea, lloonslah, and some-ether 
Mahraita Prinaes, for tin* purpose of com¬ 
pelling the Nizam to-break otf all connexion 
with the English, Holkar had entered the 
Nizam’s territory in die .district of Auranga¬ 
bad, taken the city, and imposed a contri¬ 
bution on the inhabitants: thence he in¬ 
tended to advance to Nundeyr and Hydera¬ 
bad ; and the NizSm had, accordingly, ap¬ 
plied for the recall of the troops under Gen. 

Wellesley.-It appe^s that the Grand 

Signidr lias now finally agreed to the ar¬ 
rangement recently made with the Beys of 
Egypt, which, it is said contains Borne stiptf- 
l.»duns more favourable to his interests in. 



that country* tterb the one formerly 
——Mr. Drummond, the English Amhassa- 
dor has certainly left Constantinople, ou his 
return : previous to his departure, however, 
lie had a private audience with the Grand , 
Signior and .GranA Vizier, in presence of the 
Reis Eflendi, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

.-For some time past considerable appre¬ 

hensions have prevailed ^nong the Spa¬ 
niards* of an immediate Puptqye with Great- 
Britain j and .the English residing in Spain 
consider the war a« inevit*able. A letter has 
been written by direction of Mr. Frere, the 
British Minister at the* Court of Madrid, 

“ recommending all his Majosty’a subjects 
" in that kingdom, to take such preen u- 
“ tions as they may deem advisable in the. 
“ event of a rupture between the two coun- 

“ tries.”-Gen. Lasries, the French Mi- , 

nister at T.isbon, lately had a disagreement 
with the Portuguese Secretary of State, and 
some fears were entertain&d lest Portugal 
.would be driven from her pacific posture: 
these fears, however, have subsided, and 
ss'ieh explanations have been given as to sa¬ 
tisfy Gen. Lasoes.-On the 15 th of Ja- 

nuaryTTluniidparte presented to the Legisla¬ 
tive Body of Fi ance, the annual “ Expose of 
the situation of the Republic.” It is couch¬ 
ed in terms of dignified moderation, and ex¬ 
hibits an ample picture of the prosperity and 
happiness or the country. The Legislative 
Body is now engaged in the discussion of 
the new Civil Code.-No official accounts 


tailed i*tbh paper..#j|* : tfMite»V a Coprt 
of InqaJfy has been rbstituteclbT?the Loud * 
Lieutenant of the* county, on aubfoct 
of tKe' disturbances, which wet 6 stated-fet 
a preceding sheet, t»> have takdn' place in 
that city; and a reward of one hundred 
pounds has been offered by the King, and 
anotlfe* of one hundred and fifty -pounds 
by thq magistrate* of the city, for the 
discovery of the persons concerned in the 
late attack upon the gaol of that place.— 
-The Gazette of the 14 th iftstant, an¬ 
nounces the appointment of the right lion. 
.William WinAhaim to be lieutenant Colo¬ 
nel Csrfcnondant of the fourth battalion of 
Norfolk Volunteer infantry.—The King has 
been pleased to appoint Lieutenant General 
William Myers to be Commander of his 
Majesty’s forces serving in the Windward and 
Leeward Chaaibbee Island station.—He has, 
also, been pleased to present the Rev. John 
M‘Ewen to the church and parish of Balder- 
nock, in the county of Stirling, vacant by 
the promotion of Dr. James Cowper to the 
Professorship of Astronomy in the univer¬ 
sity of Glasgow.—He has, also, been pleased 
to grant to Samuel Lysons, of the.InnOr 
Temple, Esq. the ofli-e of Keeper of the 
Rolls and Records of die Court of Chancery, 
in the Tower of JLondon,' in the room of 
Thomas Astle, Esq. deceased.—He has, also, 
teen pleased to granf the dignity of a Ba¬ 
ronet of the United Kingdom of'Grdat- 
Rritain and Ireland to Charles Price, of 


of the suriende.v of the French troops in St. 
Domingo to the arms of his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty have yet been communicated to jhe 
public by the Biitisb Government; but let¬ 
ters have been received from persons on 
board the squadron to which they sufren- 
dered, stating that Gen^ Itochambcau, re¬ 
duced to thedast extremity, and unablg to 
make any further opposition, made over¬ 
tures to the British commander. The sur¬ 


render was unconditional, and besides aboi^ 
^•thousand prisoners, a l.arge quantity of 
specie; and four frigates, two corvettes, and 
eighteen merchant vessels, Were given up 
to the English. • 

Domestic,— -For several days past, 
his Mbjesty has been indisposed by a rheu¬ 
matism jin his right foot, occasioned, it is 
said, by his having oveiheated himself in 
hunting : the violence of^his complaint va¬ 
ried from day to day, for some time* he 
was too ill to admit any visitants; buthe 
is now so tar recovered as to ride out on 
horseback.—From all parts of the country, 
there are afccounls of discontents and dis¬ 
agreements among the volunteer corps, but 
the instances are too numerous to be cfe- 


Spring Grove, Richmond, in the county of 
Surrey, Esq, and to the «hcirs male of his 
body lawfully begotten.——At U court 
at the Queen’s palace, the 10$ of Ja¬ 
nuary, 1804, present .the King’s Most' 
Excellent Majesty in council. The right 
lion. Sir Evan Nejiean, Bart, was, by his 
Majesty's command, sworn ot his Majesty’s 
most honourable Privy Council, and look 
his place at the board mccordirtjriy.—— 
Lord Cornwallis hi|f been appointee? to the 
militfiry command of the districts of Suffolk 
and Essex. 

Military. —Great uncertainty prevails 
among all the accounts which have beet* 
receive^, relaiive to the military operar 
tions on the Continent. It is said that 
General Rerlhier, with another large body 
of French troop-, had been ordered to leavo 
Hanover, sftul reinforce the armies collect¬ 
ing in Holland; and that occasional de¬ 
tachments will be scnt % off ill like manner, 
until the whole force in the Electorate will 
be reduced to»a few regiments, who will 
occupy the connlty, under'General Mor- 
tier, until the conclusion of the war. It 
is also said that a nc# requisition of qi>s 
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thousand fcortrti/for-iliie service ttf ^France, 
lias just been made, and that am^pditional 
.tax ofthsee per cent* art all public salaries* 
•lid landed estates, and two percent, bn all 
other descHptibm of property has befen im¬ 
posed, for the purpose of decaying the ex- ' 
peases of the French troops.—Respecting 
the troops in .Holland and tho«? uV and 
near Flushing, $nothing.new has beep com¬ 
municated to the public,ibut the accounts of 
their great .numbers, and ef their complete 
-tftatc of preparation, which have been so 
irften repeated and so often contradicted, 

•re again reppated.--Tlte army assem? 

bled in the neighbourhood of Boulogne is 
mid to be immense, qnd its' numbers vary 
in the different relations, from sixty to an 
hundred and thirty thousand men, all of* 
whom are reported to be ready for imme¬ 
diate embarkation.-General Augereau 

who collected an army at Bayonne, intend- 
•ed as it.was supposed for overawing Por¬ 
tugal, has it seems arrived at Brest, where 
•between thirty and forty thousand men, 
are waiting only for the completion of the 
naval part of the expedition, to be em¬ 
barked for the invasion.'-The body of 

'Italian troops which is to take part in the 
(■enterprise against England, and which was 
stated in a former sheet, to have pas-ed 
through Geneva on their route to the coasts 
of the Channel j havV reached St. Omers, 
sufherte they >vcrc inspected and reviewed 
by the Chief Consul. French troops from 
Mantua and its environs have been sent 
. to replace themr in different parts of Italy. 

Nava i..-The account* of the naval 

preparations in the ports of the French and 
'Batavian republics, are so contradictory 
-that very little reliance can be placed upon 
the statements which they give. Theie is 
no reason to believe, however, that the 
preparations in cither have suffered any 
ttbate^Sment 5 "but, on the contrary it is 
asserted, that since t^e,arrival of Admiral 
Vrrheul at Flushing, the building Sind e- 
quipment of boats, both there, and in the 
neighbouring paits of the republic, have 

been carried on with increased vigour.- 

Since the late visit of the First Consul to 
Boulogne, equal zeal has been exerted among 
those concerned in fitting out the flotillas, 
there and at the subordinate depdts of naval 
preparation ; and it is said, that upwards 
of sen en hundred boats a> e almost ready to 
come out. — - Thy Brest fleet is also said 
»q be prepared for sailing, and waits only 
for a favouiable opportunity to put to sea. 
——-The armament* in the port of Toulort 
are carried on with gieat aciivty, but Hu¬ 
ffed which is perfectly ready to sail, is 


*nmsb}c to eledethe blockade ofJLoVd<Nel-, 
son.——A smalt flotilla of armed ship* and 
a flotilla, are said to have left Marseilles, 
with twelve Hundred troops on board} 
the destination of which is yet unknown, 
—These accounts of extraordinary prepa¬ 
rations in so many of the enemy’s ports might 
perhaps be doubted, were they not daily 
reported by the ministerial newspapers, 
and were it pot known that the ministers 
are, themselves, in daily expectation that an 
attempt will be m&de, to invade the coun¬ 
try.——rCommodore Hood, in a- letter to 
the Admiralty stares that on the 29th of 
November, a French battety, at Cape de Sa¬ 
lem In the island of Martinique, was at¬ 
tacked by great part of the marines of tire 
Centaur,sunder Capt. Coro si er, and fifty sea¬ 
men under Lieut. Maurice and Ayscough, 
which he had landed for the purpose, and 
that from the rapid movements of the assail¬ 
ants, the eoemjr was thrown into confusion’, 
and the battery consisting of six twenty-four 
pounders fell into their hands, and was com- 1 
pletely destroyed. By the explosion of ti 
magazine one of Com. Hood’s men was 
killed, and a few were wounded. On the 
same dry they destroyed another battery of 
three forty two pounders near the same 

place.-Capt. Graves, in a letter to Com. 

Hood, states, that on the lfith^of November, 
the boats of the Blenheim and the Drake, 
with sixty men, under ('apt. Ferris, cut out 
the French privateer, Harmonie, from Ma¬ 
rin in the Bay of St. Anne, Martinique: 
the privateer mounted eight guns and was 
manned with sixty-six men, great part ot 
whom were killed or wounded in the en¬ 
gagement. Of Capt. G.’s men only one waa 
killed and a few were wounded.—At the 
same time a detachment of sixty marines, 
under Lieut. Beatic, surprised and took Fort 
Dunkirk, the guns of which ihey spiked, and 
destroyed all the ammunition and stores.'— 

, Between - the 23 d of July and the 20th of 
November, the.squadron under Com. Piopd, 
captured, nine French privateers, and eight 
French and Ax Dutch merchant vessels, and 
retook six English," and detained or retook 
five American, two Spanish, and three Swe¬ 
dish vessels.—Sir J.T. Durkworih, i¥i a let¬ 
ter dated Port-Royal, Jamaica, on,,the lptii 
of November states the destruction of two 
French privateqrs, one by Lieut. Foley of 
the Gipsy, and the other by vapt. Roberts of 
the Snake. ‘ 

__I - 

. SUMMARY OF POLfl’.CS. 

Amvhica.—— The *• safe politicians* of 
rt>e American administration have, at last. 
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oof withstanding all the humanity andpMf lf ' ! 
tenth ropy of their chief, Mr.. Jefferson, 
hrooght that country to the very verge’of a 
war with hfr Spanish nrighhpurs. CirtSp^ 
Letters were’written on the 31 st of October ' 
•last, by the Secretary at War to the go¬ 
vernors of Tenessee, K-ntucky, Ohio, and 
the Mississippi territory, staging that “ there 
»* being reason to stisppct that the officers 
“ of the Spanish government may decline or 
•** refuse to give possession of the country' of 
** Louisiana, ceded to tire United States by 
“* the French Republic, and which congress 
“ have by law authorised ihe President to 
" take possession of, and the President 
** having judged inexpedient to pursue such 
xt measures as will ensure the possession, lie 
“ lias therefore been directed by fhe Presi- 
“ dent of tire United States to request their 1 
“ excellencies to assemble, with the least 
,f possible: delay, their respective quotas of 
“ hoops," (amounting, in the whole, to 
about seven thousand men) “ and to have 
*' them in readiness to march on an expedi- 
" tion of four months, by the 20lh of De- 
" cember at farthest." Thus, after having' 
purchased the colony of France, and actual¬ 
ly created stock for the amount of the pur¬ 
chase money, the United States are com¬ 
pelled to obtain possession by force of arms. 
The opposition of Spain commenced as soon 
as the cession was formally announced to the 
world, and the Spanish minister at the city of 
Washington, in conformity to the directions 
of his court, presented an early remonstrance 
to the American administration, against it. 
The ground of this remonstrance is said* to 
be the -invalidity of the title.of the French 
Republic, to the ceded territory, in conse-* 
quence of the non-performance, on,her part, 
of the stipulations of tins treaty of - St. Idel- 
fbnso. The only right which France pre¬ 
tends to have to Louisiana, is acknowledged 1 
by the 1 st. art. * of the treaty of Cession to 
America, to be derived from the 3 d. art of 
flie treaty of St. Idrlfonsogin which article, 

“ his Catholic Majesty premises to cede 
“ that colony to the ]£reneh Republic, six 
“ months filter the full and entire execution 
“ of,the conditions and stipulations herein 
“ relative to his Royal Highness the Duke 
" ofPStma." These conditions and stTpu- 
latiohs having never been fully and entirely 
executed, the Spanish government, denies 
the right of the French Republic* and con¬ 
sequently the validity of the cession to the 
United S ates; and'her agents at New Or¬ 
leans have therefore expressed their deter¬ 
mination to retain possession of the country.*! 

* See the treaty at p. 8 JX. of Vo!. IV. 
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Thus" the favourable and peaceable tann 
“ of affairs on the Mississippi *," of which 
Mr. ^efter^pn boastbd in his message at the 
opening oi congress, lms Ird to “ t|»e bloody 
“ arena f," wiiere the anxious combatante 

are preparing for battle.--Throughout a|l 

the*measures of the Ametican administrat* 
tion, relative to Louisiana,.from the first 
communication made to congress respecting 
the seclu-ion from New Orleans, to the ordm 
issued for levying trcx?ps to take possession 
of it, its conduct has been market! with low 
cunning and inconsistency. When, in vio- 
Jation of die tftaty concluded bet weerr Ame¬ 
rica arftfSpain in 17 Q 4 , the right of deposit 
at New < Means was. taken away from the 
Americans, without the assignment-of any 
other place; when, in consequence of this 
outrage, the trade of the Western States was 
rained and tb* crops bad rotted in the store¬ 
houses of the farmers, and the whole nation 
had become indignant, (hen it was that Air. 
Jefferson modestly informed the congress 
that these “ irrrgularilirs” arose entirely 
from “ certain unauthorised individuals," 
and that he did not doubt of their being im¬ 
mediately disavowed by the Spanish gpvern- 
ment, when representations had been made 
of them. It was alledged, in opposition to 
this, that the Inteijdant had stated in his pro¬ 
clamation, that he acted bv order of the 
King; and numeroSs instances were ad¬ 
duced of the hostile disposition of tlx*Glint 
of Madrid, to countenance the belief that 
the declaration of the Inteiidant was true. 
Mr. Jedersou would pursue none but pa* ific 
measures ;• when justice and policy called for 
war, the interests of Ci bnnuinily " >pallfd for 
negotiation.—AW, nothing is so proper or 
so wise as war. Spain aswts that France 
had no right to the country wji'ch she pre¬ 
tends to have sold to America, but declares 
it to be hers, and avows her intention not to 
yield it. This avowal is «made b^he same 
persons, and in the game manner as me fo<- 
mer*oj;der for suspending the right of depo¬ 
sit at New Orleans. Rut we hear nothing 
now of ,f unauthorised agents," and of the 
redress which will be immediately granted 
by the government of Spam. Mr. Jetfcison 
does not tell congress of the hopes he en¬ 
tertains pf the dulerrnce being amicabiy ad¬ 
justed by negotiation, but directs the Secre¬ 
tary at W/r'to call out the army, and pre¬ 
pares to enforce the rights of his country, by 
the bayonet. Where js mttv his “ philao- 
“ tluopy?" If the conduct of the govern- 

* S.c Mr. Jtffcrrou’s Mc-uj* t» C- ngm. At p, 

' of Vol IV. 

+ Ibid. p. 8$t. • 



tittpt of ffew OrtertiMTrightj'at one lime, 
be supposed oiwmthorised, why may it wot 
at another ? If friendly* reptesqntatio|» was 
# pewer^i) in the former cnse, vvfcfrsbbuld I 
i&'be though! ineffect dh! in this? The secret!$ 
oausc of this apparent inconsistency, is 
prance. To each and to all,the “ enhghten- 
“ ed governments" * of that country, Mr. 
Jefferson has iSfen invrttiably attached, and 
^s;attachment- to jhe sister republic ap- 
•ijjjfrfs not to have been more constant than 
Wf : animflfcity to Great Britain. , His whole 
W has been devoted to aiding in theaggran- 
sofent oi thv one and in the humiliation 
fthe other, and he has always bedn snp- 
>rt«d by that party in America, which 
iidst all their love of change, have never 
swerved from their devotion to France and 
their hatred of Great Britain. Contrary to *] 
all The true friends of America, Iiis party are 
known to think th it the ruin of England and 
toe prosperity of Fnace are necessary to the 
general happiness of all countries and among 
others, (if their own. It was this unnatural 
attachment", which induced them to submit 
tamely, and without complaining, to the 
greatest and most wanton injuries and in¬ 
sults from a race, wham the American 
people might, without difficulty, have driven 
it}to the sea. If was because Spain was the 
ally of France that thF party prostrated be¬ 
fore lur ihe interest*atul honour-of their 
©dtanfry ; and it is to aid in the projects of 
France that they are now about to com¬ 
mence an unjustifiable attack upon the ter¬ 
ritory of Spain r It was, this attachment to 
France, which induced them fc> Make a pur¬ 
chase of .a country which they knew she had 
no right to sell, in order.that they might add ] 
thirteen millions of dollars to her treasury, 
and give her-commercial preferences in the 
ports of America, which they knew to be 
incompatible with her rival's interests, and 
woultp^, at thcVune time, an endless cause 
for dissatisfactions and bickerings between 
America and Great-Britaiu. In jnaking 
tl|is purchase, it can hardly be supposed that 
Mr. Jefferson’s attachment to “ the enlight¬ 
ened government of France ’ could have so 
blinded him ns to make him neglect to in¬ 
quire whether the country he was about to 
purchase, really belonged to those who of¬ 
fered it for sale. If he sanctioned the treaty 
without knowing whether Span? would sur- 
retlder the country, he is really no wiser than 
an Addington 1 or Hawkcsbury. That, 
however, is a thing not to be supposed j he 
knew the precise natuVe of'the right which 
■ —■' . ........... _ 

* See Mr. Jefferson’* Message to Con21 ess at p. 
*87 ot Vol. IV. 
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- FfAime hfld to Louisiaftai-amdie 
have made the bargain, not so much fbtihfe 
sake of obtaining Louisiana, as of Tendering 
“" ice the substantial benefits, which 4 be 
obtain by the stipulations of the treaty. 
Louisiana, if it be the intention-of the Ame¬ 
rican administration to persist in requiring 
it, must be aeguirr-d ip ihe same manner, 
and by the same means as if no treaty had 
ever been been made, partly by the' threats 
©f France and America,, add partly by some 
advantages which America will promise her, 
in the bargain whjch she is now making for 
the Floridan: meanwhile France will have 
gained thirteen millions of dollars, and the 
exclusive privilege of sending her produce 
and manufactures to the ceded country, 
without paying apy higher duties-, than are 
paid by the Americans themselves; and 
these thirteen millions of dollars will have 
been advanced by British loan-mongers, and 
will have fumed a new bond of BtitMi sub¬ 
jection fa the will of America* because the 
owners of this stock will always be for yield¬ 
ing, in all cases whatsm ver, to the demands 
of Mr. JelfcT-on and his party, to which de¬ 
mands imagination is scarcely able to set 
bounds. The true interests of America and 
of England, are, as far as the two countries 
are connected, not only perfectly compatible 
with each other; but, it is impossible, that 
those of one nation should materially suffer 
without injuring those of the o.her. This 
was the maxim upon which General Wash* 
iugloii always proceeded : if is the maxim, 
on which the real friends oi the United 
Stales now proceed, and on which they 
always must proceed, in opposition to those 
who, led by a band of British, Irish and 
Gehevcan renegadocs, arc, in all cases, 
ready to sftcrificcrllte honour and interest 
of ilteir country to the vicwtfof Fran'te. 

French Expose -The annual Ex¬ 

pose of tin* First Consul to the Legislative 
Body, i-> too Jong to be inserted in the pre¬ 
sent sheet; but, it will certainly have< a 
place in the next. It must, of course, lbe 
considered as"a very important document; 
for, though its statements are fw be receiv¬ 
ed will) gieat allowances, yet they cannot 
but enable us to form some judgment''of the 
real situation of our rival and enemy. A 
ministerial print has, indeed, observed, 
since the appearance of the Expose, that 
its "financial representations will, upon be¬ 
ing compared'w-ith a statement published in 
that print a few days before, “ be found to 
“ be totally false but, the worst of it is, 
we are furuMibd with no pi oof, that the 
said counter-statement is true ; and, though 
tliere can be little doubt of Buonaparte’s 



Hl| JAlfc^V'fe f*$f‘ 

having; in every particular, turned, jaxthe j.vtre .are* *!*-we oug^t fr> be, whll^tfesa 
saying is, “tbe best side towards London,” ministers Remain unpuaihed, I eft 1 without 
there is, on the other hand, no reason to pro- a-single frignii in lfie world, eilherj>otet& 
same, that any of his siatenqpnts are more, tale Or private individual, excco^uch, 4 $ 
eaairgerated Or deceptive than those of Mr. *are base enough to be pui chased with aUfjjf 
Addington t * and* that the peouniaiy re- money. W« now feel, and we shall yeitt 
sources ot the latter must be first exhausted, fcel*mucli more severely, what it is to haw 
it were infatuation, indeed^not to believe, forfeiterkour honour. We shall feel, that, 
Buonaparte has, through^ ihe political base- without national honour, “ Capital, credit, 
ness aifd the feebleness of this country, or “ and confidence” are of Kttle avail, and 
its mri.'ers, the'command ol all the trea- can, at best, only serve to eke out, fora 
sures of Spain and Portugal, and of the pro- short space, a miserable and disgraceful 
dune of tlie industry of £Iol!and, while lie existence, 

is absolutely selling the electorate of Ha- • Sr. DominTso Tf the news‘from 
never piece-meat; and, if he letam.pos- this isljfixi be correct : if the repoited eva- 
ses-ion of it much longer,*nine-iciifiis uf cuatior. of the island,.by the French gene* 
the real as well tts personal property will ral and his troops, be true, as it appa- 
liave changed masters ; fyr, he haa learned rentiy F, the case anticipated by Mr.Wind- 
ot t!ie English financiers how to take away •ham now actually exists. “ Great doubt,” 
hoi. .e u.d land without acts of attainder or. said he in a nate to his speech of 4th No* 

ufonti ration-There is 01 e point in the vember, it 01, 44 great doubt seems to be 

Expose, which merits p. rhcular aMcnfion, “entertained, at this moment, whether 
It is ihat where the Consul positively dfe- “ France will, or will not, finally obtain 
nies the fact, relative to armaments on the “ possession of St. Domingo; and, great 
coast, as stated in hii Majesty’s message of “ exultation appears to be felt, in cunse* 
the 8th of Maieh, idoy.* As fir as that *• qucnce, by those who, a few months 
allegation wont, the ground o! hostile pro- “ ago, upon the ground dial the conquest 
nutation on our pari, was, mo t assuredly " ol St. Domingo by France was necessary 
False ; ami (his falsehood, from having been, “ for the security of our own islands, had 
by the ministers, put into a communication “ consented to so^jxvraordfnary a measure 
from the King to the Padi uncut, has given “ as sending out an immense armament, 
the enemy a handle to thiow upon us the “•from the enemy’s ports, in the interval 
whole weight of aggiessmn, and of waging “ between tlie preliminary and defiailite 
war upon false pretences. His Majesty is made “ treaties. The probability is, that France 
to say, that, “ as very couaderable military “ will succeed, so far, at least, as to keep 

“ po«session of pjirt of rite island; but, 
“ should sbt mi, then all tlie terms affected 
“ to be tell at tlie establishment of'.a black 
* “ Empire ’ will return with tcn-ibhl force} 
“ for the blacks will remain masters, and 
“ masters after haling tried their powers in » 
u regular contest with European troops, not 
i' ui mention the hostility which they may 
“ well be suspt cted 10 contfbive agafast us, 
" who, after various tic...ties and nqjotia- 
“ tions % ti ially lent our assistance to the 
“ sending out of a force intended ,fbr the 
“ purpose of hrmging them back to sla- 
“ very 4 '.” Here is the present state of af¬ 
fairs, with respect to St. Domingo, exactly 
described. The dreaded Iback Empire is 
revived, and, undoubted 1 /, wi.h a determi¬ 
nation, on the part of its rulers, never agdti 
to trust to English faith; that faith which 
was formerly so sacredly preserved, but which 
the Addingtons and Haykt sfitiries have, re¬ 
duced to a level with that of the lowest and 
most perfidious nJition*. The public cannot 
•have forgotten, that die conquest and safe 


“ preparations me carrying on in the ports 
*• of France and Holland, he has judged «it 
“ expedient to adopt additional measures 
“ of precaution for the security of his do- 
“ minions.” '1 he statement, with regard 
to these armaments is n*»w positively de¬ 
nied b*y the FiTst Consul; and, indeed, the 
denial was made long ago, and much more 
circumstantially, in a writing which wi¬ 
den :Jy came from authority, and which was# 
circulated in company with the Moniteur, 
in every part of Europe and of the world. 
Our ministers were then repeatedly called 
upon to justify themselves and the country; 
but, o|‘ all the thousands and thousands, 
which they have bestowed on the press, r.ot 
a shilling could be spared for a purposes 
great as this. The truth is, they had ut¬ 
tered a falsehood, and it was impossible to 
make it appear true; but,* the coiyilry l*as 
thereby lost its character for sincerity and 
fair dealing; suspicions have been excited 
against us', jn the breasts of every sove¬ 
reign and of every people ill Europe; and 


* Sec K(.&»un> 1 ol. Ii. p? 1157. 


• See the message, Register, Yol. 111 . p, ^03. * 
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possession of St. Domingo % ‘die French 
was, by all the mk$stefs, held oof as being 
absoietely necessary tothe preservation of our 
own islands from the dominion of the negroes, 
2 n the debate of Mirth 4 th, 1802 , Lord® 
Casilereagh said, that “ it must be appa- 
M rent, if we looked lo the statp, of* the 
“ French colonics, that it must be equally 
** the policy oV this country and of'France, 
* that those doloni^t should be subjected to 
** their former government In the debate 

of the 14 th of May, 1802 , he said: ** If I 
" were called upon to say, wjiat would have 
44 the*greatest fcffect in restoring our, influence 
** on the continent of Europe, I should say, 
that it would be giving bask to France her 
44 colonial possessions. Let her commerce be 
*’ revived, let her colonies be cultivated, and 
*' our interest wiltproportionably increase f."' 
Next comes the sagacious Doctor with his 
1 speech of the 3 d of May, 1802 : '* Looking 
44 at the state of our West-India islands, I 
** am confident, that whether they are view- 
44 cd in a national way, or upon the narrower 
" «* field of individual interest, it will be ma- 
“ nifest, tliat the usurpation of the. Black 
** Government, is the most formidable of all 
“ apprehensions for the. safety of those posses- 


“ sums Cojonel Maitland brings up the 
rear ; Colonel Maitlandr famed at St. Do¬ 
mingo, not less foe his diplomatic than 
fqr his military deeds. 44 Though," s$ys 
he, f ‘ we have, by the war, got rid of the 
*’ revolutionary spirit in Europe, we have 
u not, thereby, attained ihat end to the co- 
41 Ionics. Wc have, however, got a better 
“ chance of producing that* effect by the 
peace, than we could have had by any 
other means that we could have employed. 
gt An honourable member has alluded to the 
“ case of a "free republic/ or, as he should 
“ call it, with more justice, a free anarchy 
44 of bUcks, being established in St. Do^ 
44 miftgd: This would be the greatest evil 
44 that could happen. *!f the French did get 
" the better of the existing state of affairs in 
w their West-India islands, then, it might 
“ be said, another kind of danger would 
“ ari»e. True, bnt that danger would be 
“ of a legitimate kind, and one against 
“ which we could apply precautions So 
that, according to the opinions here express¬ 
ed by the wisc-acre ministers qnd thrir par¬ 
tisans, they have lately been lending thrir 
liand; they jiave been employing a very 
Considerable squadron, at the expense, per¬ 
haps, of the lives of a thousand or fifteen 
hundred seamen, for*the purpose of bringing 

1 .— — —4 

* *rj; ilcr, Vo ■ It. p. .194. 
f Ihid, p. J. Ibid, p. 1211. 

§ lliid, p. tj.3. 
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about- what they themselves bad declared to 
be "** the greatest of evils?' the ** most for¬ 
midable qf all apprehensions for the safety of our 
possessions;" a»danger “ against phicb we can 
supply no precautions!" yet, Would the man 
deserve to be chalked down fop an egregious 
dupe, who should be surprized at hearing 
them boast of their success at St Domingo.— 
The French are < 4 ili in possscssion Qt the 
Spanish part .of the island 5 and, frbm tluit 
they will not ea^ly be dislodged. Indeed 
no attempt will be made against them by 
the negroes in fhe French part; and, it 
shall be hard but- they will contrive, by 
somojoeans or other to stimulate the blacks 
in the French part to assist in any project 
which they may form hostile to our colonies. 
Now thSir objecV. is devastation ; purely 
devastation. They have nothing of their 
own, in the West-Indies, which, viewed 
in conjunction, with their F.uropean policy, 
is worth preserving. What need they care, 
if all the islands were in the hands of the 
blacks ? Nav, have they not every reason to 
wish it, seeing that it would produce such 
dreadful niLihjef to us f They have a 
strong hold at Martinieo, from whence to 
send their commissaries, as occasions ’may 
offer; and, it is not very probable, that 
cither that island or Guadaloupe will fall 
into our hands, while neutral ships are suf¬ 
fered to trade to them ; for, we have not 
troops to attack those places. St. Pierre 
and Paint a Petre are both well fortified, 
and are not commanded by men, who lease 
their posts occasionally, in order to loiter 
asid talk treason in the United States of 
America. They serve an usurper ; yet, 
wqre they shewn a picture representing 
Fame putting a crown on even his head, 
they have, I dare* say, too high a sense of 
fidelity, to eypress dclight ,jl at the 'idea of 
her being in the act 0 [taking off the clown 
instead of putting it on. No, no j t c ue com¬ 
mandants of St. Pierre and Point a Petri* will 
not leave their-armies to perish ingloriorasly 
behind their ramparts, while they them¬ 
selves are making q tour amongst the detest¬ 
able democrats of Pennsylvania and New 
York, paying their court by the most in¬ 
famous slanders on their country and their 
nVaster, and afterwards relurningthome to 
cringe at the feet, spaniel-like to lick- the 
hand, to solicit? lo beg, lo implore, and, 
finally, o to obtain favours from that master, 
and to fatten upon the miseries of that ca¬ 
lumniated country. ‘No; Buonaparte is 
more faithfully served, and for this reason,— 
that lie takes care to distinguish his friends 
from his enemies, 

Voj.cnteek Sv stem. "—In the former 
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part of this shbet, will be found severs! do¬ 
cuments, relative to this subject, on the 
authenticity of all which reliance may be 
placed, though the names,, have, at the 
request of niy correspondents, been, in 
some cases,’ omitted.—Upon the perusal 
of these documents, what soldier is not 
ready to exclaim with the Admiral de*Col- 
lignie^ in my motto, “ father tlyin lead an 
“ army of volunteers into <he*field, I would 
*• die a thousand deaths? ” Indeed, the 
system is. in direct hostility to reason, to 
nature, and to experience. In all ages and 
in all countries has it been found absolutely 
necessary to govern military nien by mili¬ 
tary law. Tlie son is bofind to the father 
by the ties of affection; the servant to the 
master, by Iho ,e of dependence foH’ood and 
raiment ; the subject to the Sovereign, by 
those of the law : but, in this volunteer 
system there are no ties at fill ; there is no¬ 
thing to inspre obedience, while there is 
fiveiy temptation to disobedience. The 
jnan, the volunteer, as he is called, enters 
' on the pe fortnaiice of new, painffll, and 
irksome duties; a greater degree of patience 
and submission is required from him than 
he ever before has practhed ; to this task 
he coinei leaving behind him all those mo¬ 
tives of affection and ofinterest, by which 
ulone he has heretofore been stimulated to 
perform and endure; and, in this state it 
is, that lie is expected to act his part well, 
not only without martial law, but without 
any law at alf; lor, as far as relates to his 
duties, in the capacity of a volunteer, there 
is bo faiuby which he is bound. Whatever, 
therefore, the ministers may do by way of 
amending, improving, or new-modelling* 
the system, the radical evil will remain, 
unless every man, for She time, at least, 
that he is called out in a military capacity, 
for however short a space, and for what- 1 
■ever purpose ; unless every man, so called 
ou^ is, lor the time, put under martial lart, 
ivery change, every attempt at improve¬ 
ment, will be, if not totqjly ftselcss, at 
least, very far from ptoducing the desired 
effect.—-frhe system, indeed, as it now 
^stands, "cannot be suffered to exist. It 
does not, in fact, any longer exist. The 
volunteers are only waiting for the deci¬ 
sion of Parliament, or of the Court of 
K-ing’s Bench, to know ^hat they sbajl do 
with themselves. They ape wearied to 
death wifh the useless mockery, on which 
they have been ifiduced to expend so 
much of thejr money and their time. The 
whole nation are tired of those shews, this* 
flaying at soldjers, and every one asks, 


hew this mummery is to contribute towards 
putting ah end to,the war? The people 
ask fbr an army, a real and mimerouarmy: 
they yjawl repose; they beg to l^reKeved 
from tlie never-ceasifig vexation of enrol¬ 
ling and ballotting and drafting and sum- 
mohing. and appealing ; they say t© the 
government, “ make some of us soldiers 
“ at once, or take* our money and find us 
“ ah army.”—It has jpeen'ftom the paltry 
consideration of economy, or^rather, of 
foe popularity which arises from a shew of 
economy, tk|t<fhe volunteer --ystem has 
Sprung., But, few persons are so’ blind 
as not flow to perceive, that an army 
of volunteers whila it is, comparatively, 
useless, is nearly as expensive as a regular 
array, under whose guardianship the peo¬ 
ple might sleep in tranquillity. Some mi- 
tserable attempt will, however, in all pro¬ 
bability, be made to prop up the existence 
of the system for a little longer; another 
crude and unintelligible bill will, most pro¬ 
bably, be past; a bill to “ consolidate the 
“ Volunteer Acts,” that is to say, to bring 
into one solid mass all the contradictory, all 
the hampering and puzzling, and harassing 
provisions, that are now scattered through 
four or five acts. But, all such attempts 
will be in vain» down the system must 
eome : the evils which would grow out of a 
{fetching of it up, would be much more dan¬ 
gerous and more difficult to* cure tlfen any 
that have yet appeared : it is radically vi¬ 
cious, containing within itself the means and 
the motives of saiional "destruction, and, 
therefore, fbfi sooner it is done aw.iy the bet¬ 
ter. Any measure, intended to preserve it, 
by way of improvement, will only make it 
more strong, and, of course, move dangerous. 
It is a system of military democracy. The 
democraiic.il ingredient in it is so powerful, 
that it must, in a short time, subdue all the 
others, and bring the whoifc systematise at¬ 
tack, ot the tnonareby, which, I repeat it 
again and again, “ cannot not long co-exist 
“ with this system —Aud here,- the public 
will recollect, how often, how outrageously, 
how scandalously, I have, by the slaves of the 
ministry, beta abused for having advanced 
this opinion. Indeed, all the newspapers, 
and not only foe newspapers, bn^the maga¬ 
zines and other periodical works, not except¬ 
ing those of the solemn and sapient reviewers, 
however widely they might ^liffer from each 
other ns to other points, all agreed in reproba¬ 
ting my sentiments upon the volunteer sys¬ 
tem, which sortie of fheirt regarded as being 
little short ot treasonable. But, now behold, 
these sentiments are adapted, almost to the ful^ 



ts&mt, by a vast majorhyfiftbe country, in- 

cdbdtRf the minister* thetnfclvefrj 1 claim no 
merit leaving foreseen (lie cixis<quippea of 
the systerh^'or theywere obvious: ewtry min 
in his senses must have foreseen them ; but, i 
every man, who had an opportunity, had not 
the inclination to oppose the favourite f&Uy 
of the time. »-- . To advert any more io par¬ 
ticular instances of the quarrels in •volun¬ 
teer corps scent Vtseless, at a time, when 
those quarrels are ringing in our ears ftom 
every quarter of the country, nay from every 
tpvvn and parish, which is so unfortunate as 
to contain a corps of “ defenders. t ’ But,*- 
as a statement of the expenses* df the 
|Hary-!e-bonne Volunteers is inserted in a 
former part of this sheet, it is almost impos¬ 
sible to refrain from mentioning here a cir¬ 
cumstance that will serve to show the de¬ 
gree of good, which, in a military point ofi 
view, is likely to result from those expenses. 
It was stated in the public prints of yester¬ 
day, “ that Lieut. Colonel Boyce attended 
“ at the Police Olfice in Mai thorough 
Street, in the room of Colonel Lord Vis- 
14 count Duncannon, the Commandant oi the 
Royal York Mary-le bonne Volunteers, 

“ in order to lay a complaint against seiemt 
“ manias of that corps, for absence liom duty 
* ^nd non-payment of their fines. After 
“ that gentleman llad # stated generally (he 
** inconvenience occasioned by the jrro- 
** gulftr attendance of the members of Vo- 
“ funteer Corps, and w hat he conceived to 
“ be the spint of the tc-olutions winch 
“ their corps in pirticulajr had agreed to,— 

“ the case first examined was afcertirt< ate 
“ from a surgeon, declaring the party’s 
«* inabilitytoattend, was produced and sworn 
‘ l ,loj of course he was discharged from 
“ any penalty.-r-— 1 One of them stated his 
“ wish to resign, as the duty of the coips 
interfered with his other business. He was < 
“ willing to pay*ilje sum for which he was 
‘‘-called upon, as a subscription alongyviUi 
*< others, but did not like paying a jure.— 
**The Magistrate, after some remarks on 
the engagements of the Volunteers and 
M the object for which they had come 
« forward, recommended the parties fo 
“ make it uji in a friendly way.-——The 
« suggestion of the Magistrate was agreed 
** to, and other members of the corps also 
“ consented to make up the matter with their 
« colonel, Lord Viscount Duncannon." i 
——So, here is another principle starting j 
up. The magistrates decline to decide! 
They have decided Idrctrfoft r, in such cases, j 


and at (his very Police-Office, *ob. “Why 
do they not decide now ? There has beea^ 
no new law passed, relative to the subject, 
sub ; equent to their former decisions. Why 
‘ out continue to decide, t .then? What a 
scene is here! Lieutenant Colonels and 
(heir soldiers appearing before Police Ma¬ 
gistrates to ask yu audience, amidst crowds 
of thief-takers, infqpmer*, bawus, and bul¬ 
lies; to prefer their complaints and recii- 
minations; and tojlisten to advice such .as 
that which is given to man and wife, whose 
domestic harmony has been disturbed by 
the influence of gin! “ The magistrate 
“ reconfmended the parties to make it ufc." 
Just the very words that are made use of in 
describing the cause of an accommodation 
bet ween‘a brutal blackguard and a wench 
to whom he has given a black-eye. Good 
heavens! What a degradation of military 
titles and ol the, profession of a soldier ! Is 
it thus; is it thus that we arc to be made 
“ a military people l" 

Want of room prevents me from insert¬ 
ing some remark up> n the state rf parties, 
and upon the debate on the Middlesex[,e.ti- 
tun , which latter I cannot delay to observe, 
however, ought not, in my opinion, to liWe 
been admitted. One of the great evils of 
the p:escnt day is, that the letter of the law 
is, on all occa ims, giving way to what is 
called ki equitable cmstrnctiarf' than which a 
more dangerous symptom, a symptom more 
directly threatening the dc-truction of real 
liberty and of lawful gov eminent, cannot 
possibly be conceived. 

The readers of the Register will hear, 
‘Villi great pleasure, that his Majesty 1 ns 
been graciously pleased to grant, under his 
Royal Sign Manuel, a pension of =£20 a year 
for life to the gallant AntoinI Lutz, of the 
tiueen's German regiment of foot, who took 
the Invincible Standard, in the battle ol Alex- 
r.ndtia, oh the 21 at of March, 1801 . / , 

igy* Correspondents may be assured, that 
their communications will all be noticed, if 
not inserted at length, in the next sheet. 

No. I to 8 inclusive, of Cobbctt’^ Par¬ 
liamentary Debates, containing a faith- 
luWeport of the whole of the proceedings of 
Parliament, from the opening of the session 
to the Christmas recess, may be had of the 
publishers of the Ifegister. No. g, contain¬ 
ing the Debate on the Middlesex Bilection 
Petition, &c. &c. will Use published in a few 
days. 
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*< I have latfly been ammed of some iriconsbtt^cy in i&y parliamentsry*camluet, and have b««* 
“ charged with giving my suppoii to his Majesty s Ministers ; blit, if thy hud n o warmer .utpfocttrt, 
(1 than I am, they njonl ! not have much rtaton to ti u<t to tfair friends, 1 despise the Ministers so mpebs 
“ that, if I had'no other motive in coming forward to dec We my sentiment on the suhjet t ol Fmuh 
“ invasion, I should have railed upon th*e people to *rm, lwrtbe Pre«ch. if they conquered the 
» country, should take ojjengt on it, by hinting to continue tit tretenf Mnhflriin fowtr, as an I-.iecutive 
“ I>frectory of Kugland.”— Mr. Sheridan’s Speech at the VVhi^Club, . * 
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VOLUNTEER SYSTEM. 

The excellent speech* qf Ma. Whit- 
Bjt kap, delivered in the House of Commons, 
on the 8ih instant, upon the motion of Mr. 
Sbctu taky Yorke for Ifave to bring in a 
bill to consolidate the Volunteer Laws, is so 
well calculated to'produce great and exten¬ 
sive good effect, that it h§s been thought 
proper to insert the following accurate report 

it, in the Register, without loss of time. 
Mr. Whitbread is himself the commander 
of a Volunteer Corps j he appears to have 
beeti a rireful observer of the nature and 
effects of the system, and the result of his 
observations, conveyed with great force and 
perspicuity, cannot fail to be generally inte¬ 
resting and useful, while it may also serve 
as an answer’to those viprous calumnies, 
which the ministerial writers are daily pour¬ 
ing forth against all those; Who take the li¬ 
berty to dissent frotp their employers, 

Sir j if it bad not beA lor the allusion 
made*by my ffon. friend (Mr. Sheridan) 1 
should not, perhaps, have said any tiling, at 
present* upon tire subject now before the 
Hoqse, but ! tl*ink it accessary to soy a few* 
wjrrcls on the subject of the> different corps 
chusing their own officers, as stated by the 
noble lord and tire right Iron, gent., par¬ 
ticularly on *that which has bwn stated by 
the r'lgjat bon, gent, who has 1 informed the 
House of the advice be should give to his 
Majesty* in the event of any military coflrs 
persisting in the choice of its own officers. 
And, Sir, lam the more desirous of advert¬ 
ing to the sentiments of th*e right b#n. gent, 
as they came from himself, than to the ex 
planatiou of the noblv lord 
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advise his Majesty to dismiss that corps;' 
that he should jfdvise his Majesty, in ffie first 
Instance, not to listen to sncli recommenda¬ 
tion ; an8, in the second, to dismiss Such 
corps if they should persist in such recom¬ 
mendation ■ This, Sir, I apprehend, is much 
too general. The terms of the corps which 
|*1 have the honour to command were, that 
fhey should sefve under officers specifically 
named by themselves j not only so, but also 
such as ihey may recommend hereafter to 
his Majesty, through the medium of the 
lord lieutenant of the connty. Their ser¬ 
vices were accepted after they sent in these, 
terms, nor were the terms in the least de¬ 
gree qualified when the service of this Corps 
was accepted. If tin y had been told l hat 
they should not have this choice or recom¬ 
mendation, notonty of their present coni*. 
inandcr but-also of their other officers, or 
thht they should not be allowed to continue 
to line that recommendation,* I really ap¬ 
prehend, Sir, that no such corps would have 
been formed at all. Now I should like to 
ask the right bon. gent., vfoethcr he would 
think himsclf’consistnit if he attempted to 
take away from that corps, the right of re¬ 
commendation at all ? As to the distinction 
between election apd recommendation, I 
can hardly perceive it: they are*in substance 
the same j tor neither means any more; than 
<to submit to the lord lieutenant the propriety 
of his transmitting to the Secretary of jjitate, 
tire n.'jmes of the persons whom they wished 
to be Commanded by 5 but, of course, the 
crown, acting on the advice of its ministers, 
would have the right ■of judging whether 
such persons were fit to be commanders or 
not Upon (ilia subject there can be'no 
doubt. Now, in the corps to which l have 
the honour to belong, the terms of their ser¬ 
vices are such, that, if any vacancy were to* 
happen for ail efficer, I should apply to the 
corps to say who they would wish to fill it: 
undoubtedly l should feci myself bound to 
do so. Why, then, what is this but an 
election ? Anti w?Uere\s th^eyil of all this? 


The right hon. 

gent lias said, that if any corps should, persist 
injhe right of recommending to his Majesty UThe lord lieutenant has a right to say, I will 


its officers to command litem, that he should 
Yoi. V.. 


not forward Uv& recommendation to the i>e- 

G 
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cretary of Stile, for 1 do not think the per¬ 
son recommended is fit for tire office, or if 
the lorsL lieutenant shout'd forward it, ihe 
Secretarybf State may say that it shall not 
take place, and advise »his Majesty to that 
effect $ then it will come back again tochuse 
another, and they must go on with their re¬ 
commendations until |Jiey have hit*upon 
somebody to whom neither the lord lieute¬ 
nant nor the Secretary of State has any ob¬ 
jection j so that no bne can ever have a 
commissioif in any volunteer corps, without 
the approbation of the crown; and this is in 
itself, as it appears to me, desfrable, for the, 
men ought to know the character ofifhe per¬ 
son under whom they are to serve. But the 
right host. gent, adverted to volunteer corps 
under establishments, like those of the last 
war, or if not those of the last war, of esta¬ 
blishments different from those under whichy 
the present volunteercorps were formed. They 
have hitherto, all enjoyed the power il'not of 
electing, of recommending their officers: now 
I whh to know, whether this power was 
given to the volunteer corps by law, or by 
connivance of the crown ? If by law, it must 
belong to them generally ; if by connivance, 

I should like tt> ask the right hon. gent, 
whether he has found any mischief in the 
ptpctice ? If he Has not, why should he now 
attempt to exclude the volunteers from that 
which they have hith’erto enjoyed witliopt 
any inconvenience to the public, and take 
from them that, for which <hey have much 
value, and without which, as I apprehend, 
not only Would 4 he volunteers become less 
numerous, but also less efficient, according 
to their gtimber, than they now are. Where, 
I should like to ask, is the difference be¬ 
tween the first choice and the second? In 
the fn-t instance, the lot falls upon those ge¬ 
nerally who are die most known, who are 
the most remarkable for talents, or for 
tome qualities «or other that distinguish* 
them/either for higb^tation, or something 
that gives them a preference to others, and 
for”which there are, generally, vefy good 
reasons for recommending them to his Ma¬ 
jesty ; and, is it reasonable to suppose, that 
the same motives which actuate the corps 
in the first instance, will not also influence 
them in the secopd, and that they will not 
continue to fill op vacancies, as they may 
happen in their corps, with ahe same pro¬ 
priety as they made the first eholce ? I do 
contend, that'if the right hon. gent, acts up 
to the spirit of whSt he ha* said to-night, he 
will find himself in an ertor, which will be 
&tal to the wlfole volunteering system of this 
eunn.ry This, Sir, Is my firm opinion, and* 
I think it my duty to say so at once, and to 


entreat ministers to be cautions intvhat they 
do upon this occasion. For my own part, 
bad I offered my services as a private in any 
volunteer corps, I own I should be very un¬ 
willing to serve ‘under any officer-appointed 
by the Crown to command*me without my 
own consent.—-The right hon.’ gent, has 
gone through the whole history of the volun¬ 
teer service, in tfhich I shall not follow the 
right hon. gent., but-merely make a feyy ob¬ 
servations on some points in the speech of 
the right hon. gout to the House previous 
to his motion.—He says; that ministers, find¬ 
ing they had no fritmds on (he continent, it 
became us to lo6k at home, and make the 
most of our interpal strength, since we were 
at war. This system of volunteer service 
was resortpd to, because we found ourselves 
at war without a frfend on the continent to 
assist us.—I should have thought it would 
have become ministers to look about them 
and to see, whether we should have any 
friend on the continent to assist us, before 
vie entcieJ into war; this would have been 
the course pursued by a wise politician; but, 
our sagacious ministers thought proper to 
adopt a contrary system, they got first into 
the war, and alt rwards inquired how it 
could be supported*, they then adapted^tSic 
system of a volunteer service; Now, I ani 
ready to confess, that the system of volunteer 
service is not the best, either for economy, or 
for the purpose of making military efforts, 
such as might have been made under a dif¬ 
ferent system of policy, and at.the same time 
bringing forth all the energy of the people 
of England, But while 1 say this, I trust 
that neither the right hon. gent., or any 
other, will endeavour to bring upon me the 
odium of a desire “ to raise, a clamour" 
against the volunteer system. Nothing would 
be more unjost tian-such yi imputation; 
for'there is not, I believe, a man in the coun¬ 
try, who has exerted himself more, than l 
have done, in support of the volunteer sys¬ 
tem, when I found it was to be resorted" to, 
as the only meahs of our general dcfenc# : 
but I am still of opiniofi, that it is not the 
best system that could have been resorted 
to, for the general defence of tile country i(f 
time of need. And here. Sir, I cannot help 
accusing ministers, of wavering from day tq 
diy, in their system ? proving thereby, that 
they had got into a path in which they had 
mat with great faculties and perplexities^ 
and oat* of which, I am afraid they are not 
yet extricated. They first attempted to pro¬ 
duce a General Defentfc Act, out of which 
arose the volunteer system all over the coun¬ 
ty. At that time they found, that 450,000 
men had inrolled their nsm.es for- the service 
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of their country. Here I must brg to be from the militia and the army of reserve. And 
understood, aa not, in the slightest degree, what was the further effect ? Why, that neither 
wishing to depreciate those men, on the the militia §or army of reserve could eucr be 
contrary, no one has a higherppinion of the properly filled up ; it was utterly idpossiblo * 
goodness or their motives and principles, in •that they sliould, for all the best men are serv- ; 
thus rushing forward in defence of their ing already in the volunteers, at well as som« 
country ; but yet I cannot help thinking, of the,most unfit ; and I know it to be a fact, 
that it is of essential importance to look back that there are not men who could be drawn 
upon this matter, to examine into the ques- to serve*in the milititf to the number intended 
tion of what we had really to -trust to, in this to be raised of that body; tlrt? same may also 
mass of 450,000 men ; to#ee what was this be said with regard to ihe army of reserve, 
great body, who are now’the grand mass of How then is the recruiting of the afmy to go 
th6 army df England. I am persuaded, that on ? I have no difficulty in saying, that, in 
a great portion of this mafe js such as could the present state of tilings, it is impossible, 
not be depended upon for effective strength. Those would have constituted the army 
They were too indiscriminately accepted by of reserve and militia, are now filling tip the 
government; persons of all ages and of all ranks of the volunteers. Such being the 
descriptions, without regard to infirmity or effect of the volunteer system; and so, the 
any unfitness, among whom were many who -best course now to be taken is, that to make 
were not able to march, wtre received as tfie volunteer system as beneficial, an*d at the 
• volunteers. There certainly was a great same time as palatable to the public ns pos- 
enthusiasm, atid all descriptions rushed for- siblc, ami to briug them to as a good a state 
ward as volunteers; this, undoubtedly, did of discipline as is applicable to a lores of that 
honour to the zeal of the country, but it nature. Ministers then had recourse to diet 
must not be disguised at the same time, that, opinion of the. Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
among those who came forward, there were ral, in order to git over another difficulty 
i many who were quite incompetent to the which they felt themselves under, and these 
*V. ""•.’jig of arms: in some instances not learned gentlemen gave it as their opinion, 
above one-half of a whole district were ac- that the volunteers were exempted from the 
tually fit for effective service. Then came army of reserve; afjer which* came the quesj 
the order of government to reduce their num- lion whether a volunteer could resign or 
her to that of six times the amount of the not? Sir, it always was my opinion, Iliac 
militia. This sudden measure had a serious a volunteer could resign whenever he plcssefl, 
and alarming effect; it damped the ardour and return his arW if he had any (it was a 
of the country -so much, that it became a long time before they could get any) but 
matter of considerable difficulty to bring while a man remained in she corps there 
men back again, and to persuade them ui were means «c>6 rendering him liable to pay 
inrol their names when they found that their fines for his non-arteudance, and which fine# 
friends, with whom they had associated, •were levied upon his goods il he had any. 
were not to be allowed to go with thrm ihto but here again the law stopt short, for 
the field. Now, after sjl this, and lime if he had no goods, there was no way 
being given us*iy the enemy, for he did ryot of imposing any other penalty on the re¬ 
appear on our coast, although we all expect- |pnltrr, so that a man might walk out 

ed him,«aii explanation came forth front the of the service when he pl«a.->ed. But the 

ministers, the spirit of the people * revived,, right lion. gent. has, # to my great sutprUe 
anjl "bppeared again in its .wonted lustre, and y>J declafed, that if the Cour-t of King’s 
Now, what was the intention of ministers at Bench had not decided the law to be that a 

that time? Did they or did fhey not then volunteer could resign as it has dune he 

intend to exempt the volunteers from the should have proposed to make the Jaw so : 

army of reserv c ? No, they did not; and so now, 1 must confess hat this struck meex- 
I iuforfhedthe volunteers then raising, and trrutely, for it is to be rem-mbm-d, than he 
which I have now the honour to commantk; right hon. gent, sent to all <he lieutenants of 
at)d,. to their immortal honour, eveiytmn the counties, who, in their turn again sent 
entered as a volunteer, although be thought t.> all the m.iglslrates, a. the exposition o( the 
he would have been lia'iletethe service of the law, tin-opinion of the two l.tw offi- ers of 
army of reserve. I tolJ them all, tifat there the crown, the Atiorn-y .and •Solicitor Ge- 
was uot one of them who would hive any ‘ tierul, and upon the .strength of this, ma- 
cxempnons by entering as a volunteer, yet g St rates had acted ad over the co..niry> 
every one ot Chcrn entered, notwithstanding # wh.ch opinion was, that a vdluimer lould 
thill appreheiis.on, Bui what was the ellVu not le.-dgu, and which opurmi turned out not 
qJt this? (hey w-tre altefWurds exempted both to be law. Without in tending the least tiu- 
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respect for the two learned gentlemen who 
gave tjjeir opinion, this erroneous opityon, 
for so rjm now bound to cnll *t, since a 
court of jaw has pronounced it to be st>, and 
without intending any thing disrespectful of 
that opinion, I must be allowed to say, that 
it was an opinion which led the magistrates 
into error, tor they acted upon that opinion 
as if it was a sound exposition of the law of 
the land.—Sorry should 1 hate been, to have 
fpbnd th& this opinion was consonant to 
the Jaw of- the land j but 1 was very much 
surprized, though greatly rejoiced, at what # 
I heard from the right boo. get>^,*tp night 
upon that subject, and I think that the pub* 
lie at large have a riglit to complain pf the 
Tight hon gent, for finding this opinion 
given by these learned gentlemen, which 
now appears not to be law fo be, namelyt 
that a volunteer could not resign. The* 
right hon. gent, caused it to be roost indus¬ 
triously circulated and published all over the 
country, by which the public have for a 
while been misled, and this step was the 
more remarkable, since it was an opinion 
promulgating that as law which the right 
hon.'gent, has this night told us, he did not 
wish to continue to be the law, for he has 
expressly declared, that if the law had been 
Found to be so, he should have proposed to 
alter it, and to make it what it now is. Hav¬ 
ing $rid thus much, I must add, that I feel 
exticutely anxious that justice should be 
done to the volunteers in every particular. 
With regard to jhat part of the volunteer 
system which is called file economical part 
of it, they are greatly mistaken who conceive 
it to be' so i o the public. Who are the pub¬ 
lic ? The individuals of whom it is com.-* 
posed. Now it is a gross mistake to suppose, 
that a system by which no money is taken 
out of the public purse in form, does not 
really cause a great expense to the public? 
The (expense to the public is the same in 
whatever way it is defrayed, if it comes out 
oLthe pockets of the individuals, of whom 
the public is composed; for what difference 
can there be between paying 50 l. into a 
subscription chest to support a volunteer 
corps, (which subscription, by the way, may 
ere long become compulsory), and paying a 
tax to that amount into the exchequer? 
And, in this respect, I assert tfptt this system 
is extremely expensive to the public, for, at 
a very moderate computation, it is upwards 
of 4 l. per mart! ~»«Another objection to the 
system is* that, froqa their form and condi¬ 
tion, the volunteer corps are continually sub¬ 
ject to, and in daily danger of, being dis® 
spited: nbt that the individuals of whom 
the volunteer corps are composed want spirit, 


for if dissolved in one street, I am ton fi dent 
they would enter again in the next; but 
they,are subject every hour to the danger of 
, dissolution. Suppose they were, to say, that 
they did uot like their commander, and that 
they wanted 10 chuse another, and they were 
not to be allowed that privilege, and that 
they should not Ifttve the satisfaction even of 
recommending another . officer, as the right 
hon. gept. has'told them they shall not, and 
they were to say tUfey were no longer volun¬ 
teers? What, Sir, is the remedy,? A very 
short pne, certainly^} they must be dismissed. 
But. if they amounted to 1000 men—ibis 
wouldebe a prodigious loss,at leas({for a while, 
and this is a matter which 1 wish to be 
attended^to by his Majesty's ministers.— 
-—There is another evil connected with 
volunteer corps, from whence 1 am appre¬ 
hensive 'hey may be dissolved, and that is a 
want of funds to carry on the system. This 
is a point which government must look 
into with great attention, and if they neglect 
it, I venture to predict, that it will be im¬ 
possible to carry on this system long. There 
is no corps of which I have any knowledge, 
that is not in some degree or other in debt. 
Many corps have endeavoured to excel cJtttLs 
in their dress and ornaments, which-1 cer¬ 
tainly do not blame, it is natural enough 
when men feel the ardour of a military spirit, 
but it is attended with an expense that can¬ 
not be supported unless the funds of almost 
every corps in the kingdom are increased— 
Men must be cloathed from head to foot, 
and after a great coat and the other articles 
of dress are provided, it will nor, on the 
most moderate computation, as I have said, 
already, amount to less than 41- per man, 
which will be a tremendous sum of money 
in the whole. Now, Sir, what is the re¬ 
medy ?—A second subscription : but' that ia 
a plan which 1 should strongly deprecate, for 
the mischief of it would be to collect from 
the liberal, and perhaps the poor, that to 
which the illiberal and rich ought afs&to 
contribute iy a fair proportion. No such 
thing could take place if the wants of the 
volunteers were to be supplied from .the na¬ 
tional treasury. For these reasons^ I con¬ 
sider the plan now acted upon for providing 
the volunteers with necessaries, aavery mis¬ 
taken plan of economy.—There is another 
point to be attended to : at present, it is the 
rule to allow, no pay to any officer who in¬ 
structs the men, however well he may do it, 
or may have had the unqualified praise of the 
inspecting officer, unless such, person, shall, 
•have been In Ithe army j this is a dqfect 
.which ought to be remedied, for men can¬ 
not be expected to give their time ami ip,- 
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hour for nothing bat mere praise $ men in 
middling circumstances cannot afford jt. It 
is also worth while for ministers to remem¬ 
ber, that the.pay of these officers is only for 
20 tlays. anil ik*w they Jtrc to be out 24 
days j the additional 4 days ought to be paid 
for, or we shall find many persons remiss in 
their duty. I have take* the liberty of 
pointing out these things. I fear it will be 
found,* that ministers have been getting from 
one error to another, and that they have now 
placed tl\e country in a situation in which 
it has no choice, but mu«t trust its main de¬ 
fence to the volunteer force; it, therefore, 
behoves them to tender that system at little 
objectionable as possible. Th my judgment, 
the augmentation of the militia has been 
carried on a little too much ; and I am 
confirmed in this opinion by the conduct of 
ministers, by the enormous expense which 
has been occasioned in drawing me n from 
the militia afterwards by bounty into the re¬ 
gular service, and also by the expense of 
Raising the Army of Reserve, and at last be¬ 
ing obliged to have recourse to the volunteer 
system, which is much more expensive than 
-^either. It is for the right lion, gentlemen, 
whose hknds his Majesty has thought 
proper to entrust the government of this na¬ 
tion at the present important moment,to con¬ 
sider the test means for providing.for its ge¬ 
neral defence and safety : it is for members 
of Parliament to speak their sentiments upon 
such means, and to shew the House the im¬ 
perfection of such means, in order to bring 
them to the best state they are capable of. 
This is a liberty which I have taken .to my¬ 
self : it is not for me to point out what is 
better, it is my duty, as a member of Parlia¬ 
ment, to shew to the House, what appears to 
me to be erroneous in the*conduct of mini¬ 
sters, and whictl they ought now to rectify. 

I shall only add, that I trust the right lion, 
gent. Will consider of allowing volunteers 
the practice of recommending thefr officers« 
tojthe crown; will consider also of the ex 
perise of providing cloathing for the volun¬ 
teers, and the pay to which I tiave alluded, 
and of the difficulty or procuring the at¬ 
tendance of officers who do not receive pay 
for the additional four days, now about to 
be proposed, without some allowance. Here, 
Sir, for the present, I shall leave the sub¬ 
ject, recommending the wl*ole of it to the 
most serious consideration'of his Majesty’s, 
government. * 

—■ i • i 

IRISH CATHOLICS. 

Sir,— -—-Permit me to request, that you 
will admit into your paper a remark or tvvd 


upon die correspondence between the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland and tjie Earl of Fin 
gall,*• relatfve to the Catholics of *H&t un¬ 
happy. and distracted country.——• Sure, 
there mu it be some mistake in the publi¬ 
cation) for, how could so very accurate and 
lca> tied & person aslhe Lord Chancellor, pos-. 
sibly write: “ frish a Catholics have liberty of 
“ conschncef" When he must very well 
know, that there are*at present, two stri¬ 
king cases in Ireland, which clea#ly prove, 
that the fact is otherwise. At this time the 
wills of the HjjiVl of Beaulieu and of. Lord 
Dunbqyae are in litigation,*on account of 
their being papist*, and presuming to make 
those wills.——This learned lord must like¬ 
wise very well know', that the children of 
converts to the protestant religion dare not 
uubiicly profe^ the catholic religion, with¬ 
out incurring *lhc severest penalties, by 
Queen Anne’s Law, and other laws,still in 

force,-His law knowledge will likewise 

inform him, that, for soldiers or sailors to 
attend at mass makes them liable to great 
punishments, although they arc, sometimes, 
allowed to attend mass without undergoing 

those punishments.-From these‘and 

Either restrictions, his lordship must certain¬ 
ly mistake, if he says, that “ Lhe great por- 
“ tion of the Irish people are indifferent ter 
“ Catholic emancipation.” They do. Sir, 
ft-6l for their religion being /inscribed; an^, 
indeed, to suppose them not to fee!, on* tins 
account, is to conclude, that they are most 
low and insensible brutes, especially when 
it is considered, tha4 they hffvc before them 
the event pi<! df Scotland, which country, by 
its union with England, did not only make 
*a full reservation of liberty; of conscience, 
but look care to have the religion of the 
great body of the people (the presbyterian) 
made that of the state,—As to the com¬ 
parison of the Catholics with the Quakers 
(an inconsiderable sect sprfing up but yes¬ 
terday!, 1 think that Hie making of it is no 
great compliment.to the memory of our Ed¬ 
wards and Henries, or of those Bishops, 
who obtained Magna Charta from King 

John.--I should be happy to see protes- 

tanis and catholics unite as brethren, and 
surely this is a time that imperiously calls 

for such an union.- 1 am, Sir, &c. &c. 

Conciliator. 


to T11K EDITOR* 

Sib,— When we look*round upon the 
apparent power winch Bugland now displays, 
jnd upon die vast resources on which she. 
calculates, it behoves us tp reflect how far 
they are likely to lie so directed and applied. 
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as to become the means of her immediate 
aalvatjpn. When we sfce, on one si<je, a 
navy, which no form or combination of hu¬ 
man force can resist; •under which rhe bo- , 
tom of ocean hardly dares to heave,; and 
whose dominion has no limits but those of 
nature—when, on the other hand, tee see a 
military body, more numerous, and (physi¬ 
cally) more powerful, than that of'all our 
.enemies united; stitl do our wives and 
jflaughterftremble! Who excited (heir fears ? 
Who “ talked of killing?” .Had they no., 
confidence in,their natural• protectors ? o.r- 
dtd they but echo the cry of cowqfdice, and , 
copy from their fathers and husbands, the 
pallid character of dismay? Yes! the Bri¬ 
tish lion crouched—the men of Engftnd 
taught their women and children to trem¬ 
ble! I* turn with .shame, op incredulity, w>* 
the illustrious annals of Elizabeth, who, witn 
one-tenth of the force now in the hands of 
our enterprising ministers, routed the tyrant 
of both hemispheres, and contributed to 
Wrest from his iron sway, the fairest pro¬ 
vinces of Europe. I blnsh for the lofty 
magnanimity of William, who, by stemming 
the torrent of Bourbon ambition, secured ittf 
fortunes of his house, and the liberties of 
Holland, only -that we, after the lapse of a 
'century, might becomrf the disgraceful in¬ 
struments, and the*mortified witnessesj of 
puis and extinction to both. The triumphs, 
the glories, of Anne ; the discomfiture and 
humiliation of Lewis—still may rouse the 
emulous pride,of my countrymen; but let 
(hem reflect that Godolphin Wjs then in the 
Cabinet, and Marlboroughin* be field. When 
a few'thousand British, with the aid of suc£ 
auxiliaries as Hesse and Hanover afforded, 
jaw four successive' armies, the flower of 
Fiance,. sink and moulder in their presence, 
it yields to me, I own, but a doub'tul satis 
faction, for it yas, then?a commanding miftd 
which ordered the array of war—it was the 
majestic name of Cltatham, which gave the* 
auspices victory. I am a military man, 
Mr. Cobbett, and it is not quite sufficient to 
satjsfy my fears for the safety of Great-Bri¬ 
tain, that I am told her wealth h inexausti- 
ble, nor even that she can exhibit half a 
million of red coats an parade. When mi¬ 
nisters talk of the wealth of England, they 
talk precisely of that thing ^hich most en¬ 
dangers the public safety, unless they can 
shew us art instance of any nation in the 
world,, finding protection in opulence alone. - 
What has Portugal derived from the mines 
of diamond, and from ftie overflowing pro¬ 
duce of Brazil ? Why, site has deduced mslt- 
ims of tame and sconcedihg policy £ a blind 
devotion to the pursuits of avarice; habits 
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emasculate and unwarlike; the natural re¬ 
sult of which has been, public decency out¬ 
raged within the very precincts of her court 
—her national* honour exposed to repeated 
and most contcn^jtuous insults—a late and 
pitiful resistance; dismembered provinces; 
racking contributions; and a disgraceful 
peace f Spain, t6o, may vaunt of her dollars, 
her ducats, and her ingots ; her cupibrous 
magnificence/ and her unwieldy empire !— 
But is bar power, comroensurste with that 
wealth on which she foolishly built her hopes 
of greatness ? Na she has been contemplat¬ 
ed only as thef banking-house of France; 
and the successor of the proudest monarch* 
in Europe, ruling over the dependents of 
the roos^ warlike of mankind, now sinks un¬ 
der the upstart Slid relentless tyrant, in 
mean, and ignominious, and disgusting, ser¬ 
vitude. What makes Us envied and hated . 
by alt the traders of Europe ? Our unbound¬ 
ed commerce! In what consists th<* inex- 1 
piable guilt of England, when she is spoken 
of by Frenchmen of all ages, and sentiment*, 
and parties ? Why, just her countless riches! 
By what magic has Buonaparte so worked 
upon those restless and licentious horde s, w] »» * 
acknowledge in him the mister mufSSrer, 
as to make them hail the approaching deluge 
of their own blood, upon the shores of Kent 
and Sussex ? Where is the key to their en¬ 
thusiasm ? (for- enthusiasts in the project, 
believe me, we shall find them) Is it terri¬ 
tory ? Is it fame ? Is it the glory of con¬ 
quering the bravest people "on earth? No! 

It is the solid comfort of plundering tha 
Wealthiest s it is the golden dream of the 
Bank of England, with its heaps of selfish 
aqd unfertilizing treasure; it is the stores of 
manufactured industry, which they conceive 
it a less doubtfuf enterprise to rob, than to 
rival; it is the warehouses of Bristol, of 
Liverpool, and of London, labouring with 
the tribute of the whole -productive world. 
"A nation, poor and weak, may find protec- * 
tion in its poverty. . Not such is EnglsQacTa 
safeguard; ^hc, who is rirli enough to be 
eovied, must be strong enough to be feared. 
Credit and capital are positively good, only 
so long as they can create the rpeans of 
tbeir own preservation; and, in times like 
Ithe present, they admit of no otheffguarantee, 
than what the sword of the state can fur- 

pish.-Under the impression of this truth, 

it is with unfeigned pleasure that I perceive 
the powerful efforts of your pen, and the 
attention of your Correspondents, so indus¬ 
triously directed to the military system of 
Great-Britain.. Undoubtedly, as our v^salth 
increases,, and as we have more lo lose, we 
must augment the means of defending our 
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postfiMions, even setting aside the fact that 
other stales have begun to assert principles 
of hostility, and to adopt methods of apply¬ 
ing them, \inexampled in thfcir efficacy, and 
(their danger. With this fountry so circum- ] 
stanced, every man must admit that military 
subjects acquire a transcendant interest, and 
that the army assumes a Character of* new 
nr.d iuiparalleled importance. He who re¬ 
joices at the gradual alimentations which 
have been made to^this member of our n.i 
tinnal defence, would hope that as it ex¬ 
tended in bulk, it tpigljt also improve in 
form and construction; but it would be^ 
come, on the contrary, a subject of Serious 1 
regret, if we were to find tnat almost every 
effort to increase its magnitude, had been 
attended wjtli a necdldks complication of 


a 

principle, and with a new perplexity of Is Pursuant to the above order, 1 ijo hereby 
movement. To abler heads, and to those /direct that alT commanding officers of yeo r 


who possess nearer opportunities of exami 
nation, I leave the present state of parties $ 
with the hopes or fears which ive may justly 
•entertain from those characters, to whom our 
gracious Sovereign has confided the fate of 
his crown, and of his people, at a crisis so 
^gful as that which now assails us. B,ut I 
will endeavour, should any hours of relaxa¬ 
tion occur to me, to arrange, for your peru¬ 
sal, some brief remarks upon the constitution 
fif the British firmy ; always recollecting, 
that the subject seems naturally to resolve 
itself into the following classes-tst. vihat 
are those principles in the formation of our 
arny, which it would be wise to discard, 
and what to bring forward in their src-id. 
ffldly. What practical improvements it might 
be expedient to introduce, without any 
change of original principles; A wary, in *| 
some degree, though perhaps far from being 
sufficiently so., of the extent and variety of 
those topics which might be brought Into 
such % discussion, it is but in a very super¬ 
ficial «d imperfett manner tbat.I can en- 
tesfain any hop# of treating them. N# 

4 me nor opportunities, moreover, can be¬ 
friend n\e, except the short interruptions of 
active and almost incessant duty. Under 
such* disadvantages, you may*, perhaps, 
mak«wevery allowance for my zeal, and still 
have ample reason lyft to doubt the discre¬ 
tion of* CgNTltRld! 

Dublin, Jo*. 14, 1804. 

-A—--- 

P&MESTJC pFFfClAL PAPER. 

Circular Letter fromdbe Secretary of State to 
the Lori Lieutenant of Sussex.-“Dated, 

• iPbiteball, Jan. 2-i, I 80 V. ' . 

jijy Loan,—As in the event of any of the 
yoluulcers ju the county unto your Q race’s 


charge being either placed on permanent pay 
and # duiy, or ordeard out on actual service, 
ihpyare 1 8 be subject to military discipline, 
god to all the provisions contained in any 
Act of Parliament for the punishment of 
Mytiny and Desertion, by any Articles of 
War made in pursuance thereof, in all cases 
whatever : it appears 'to be expedient that 
your Qrace should lose no time in directing 
the commandants of fhe different corps, in 
the case of their being so called oyt, to cause 
the Articles of War to be read to their corps,, 
as soon after (heir first assembling as may be 
‘practicable, and to repeat‘the same from 
time to time as opportunity may be given, in 
the manner practised*in the militia and re. 

gtlars forces.-1 have the honour to be, 

pay Lord, See. See. C. Y oukb. 


manryand volunteer corps, within the coun¬ 
ty of Sussex, do pay obedience thereto*. 

Richmond, &c. 
Goodwood, Jan. 17, lSQ4, 


INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreign —Uitelligenee has very lately 
been received from India, relative to the war 
now carrying on between British East, 
India Company and # some of the Native 
Chiefs. Gan. Wellesley, who directs the 
military operations against the Mahrattas, 
had just raked A'omcdnaglier, one of Scin- 
dea's principal fortresses, after an attack 
which was continued for three days, and in 
which boll? parties suffered considerable loss. 
He then proceeded in pursuit of.Scindea, 
bad passed the God a very, and was in Fuji 
march for Burhampoor, whither the Mah- 
ratta troops had fled. 1 he Bengal army 011- 
dei G,en. Lake was in motion to assist tho 
Bombay army, rad had already passed the 
Jumna : and hop® were entertained that the 
co operation of thes% two forces woiJld pat 
a speedy termination to die contest. In the 
Gurrerat the Company’s troops have, also, 
been successful, and Baroach, a place of 
some importance, has been taken by assault 
by the troops under the command of Lieut. 
Col. Woodington. In Ceylon, however, 
die British arms have met with a sad reverse, 
in the war waged agamst the King of Candy, 
and the gaflison of Candy, ampuntjngto 
nearly four hundred, besides a regiment 
of Malays, has been magsticiM by the Can- 
dians-In Egypt, if js said; that tran¬ 

quillity is restored, a ad. that commerce has 
already begun to revive. iSetferaJ ships Ha\e 
aniveu at Constantinople from Alexandria, 
whore several Rngusafc yessclr have bet# 

. G 4 
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sent to take in cargoes, and where some con- Adams, on the Mississippi, fo take po#tes- 

sidcrable mercantile establishments have just si on of the country,——Some official papers, 
been'formed by Turkish and Greek'mer-, haVe just been published, relative to ih^sur- 
chapts.—In Bulgaria Jhe Pasha Mana Ibra- render of the French troops at Cape Francois, 
him, who had, for a long time, been making from which it appears that for some t me 
constant inroads into Wallacbia, and who had previous to that event, Gen. Hochambean 
committed many outrages in that province, and his army had been in a deplorable con- , 
h?s been assassinated, with"several of his at- diiitVn: all the glares which they had pos- 
ttndanlv in the palace of the Pasha lluschl- scssed were iti Iht bands of the negrpes, and 
achuk, who had’invitpd him. to Bn interview, all prospect of success from any turtfier op- 
*~ln Romelia, the rebels have lately gamed an position was hopeless. While they were 
important victory over the troopsof the Grand thus situated, Dessalines, the chief of the 

Seignjor.-Military prepajatioo* are in negro army, scut a summon# to the French 

great forwardness in Livonia. Esthpnia, antLj g,to evacuate the£npe in ten days; he was 
Conrland, and the troops in thostf provinces 1 * then in' possession of Fort Picolet, and was 
have received orders from Pctersburgh to hold preparing to ekterminate them, when, on 
themselves, in readiness to march at twenty- the last day, the Fnglish came into the road, 
four hours notice; and it is also said, that and the £apitulntir.n Was signed. '1 his con- 
contrac|s for transporting the baggage, &c. T vention, which was concluded on board La 

of the army have been couiluded.-The Surveillante, at Cape Francois, on the 30 th 

Batavian Director) 1 has resolved upon a new of November tyst, between Captain Bligh 
extraordinary contribution of forty millions of 'the Theseus, in behalf of^Qom. Loring 
of florins, on the property and income of the of the Bt-llerophon, who commanded the 
inhabitants of the Republic, to be levied as a British squadron on that station; and Gen. 
gratuity, and to be appropriated to tire ex- Eoye and Cjpt. Barre in behalf of Gen. Ko- 
pt nditure of the present year.—On foe 16th chambeau, stipulate* that all the French mer- 
of January, the council of war at the Hague chnntmcn and ships of war at the Cape sh.ill^. 
publicly passed sentence on Admiral Story, be given up to the English ; that the inl¬ 
and Captains Von de Capillen and yon son shall surrender as prisoners of war, und 
• r Broam, who gave up tha Dutch fleet to the be sent to Europe on parole; that the sick 
English in 1 7 ^ 0 : They are declared to be shall be sent to France : tliat individual pro- 
disgraoed, perjured, and infamous, degraded perty shall be respected; and that the neu- 
frotii their rank, and banished from (he Re- tral vessels on board which the inhabitants 

public under pain of drath. ; -The cpide- of St. Domingo may be embarked, shall be 

uric which has prevailed so loug at Malaga, suffered to proceed to the places of their des¬ 
and which has Carried off between seven and tination.—A negotiation was entered into 
eight.thousand persons, has 1 flow entirely between the French general and the negro 
subsided, and those who had fled from the chief for. preventing all excesses at the mo- 
city ate returning to their habitations.—— 1 meut of evacuation, mil the latter prepared 
The Governor General of Jamaica lately laid a proclamation to the inhabitants, assuring 
before the assembly of that island a letter them of pretectiftn and security, both for 
from Lord Hobart, requesting that a grant their persons and property!• this profclama- 
uaight be procured froqtetbe Assembly for tion was published by Gen. Rochambcau, 
the maimenande of an iddititional force of with a not ice from the council of notables, in- 
tfafee thousand men,& for the security and «forming the inhabitant* of the pacific dijjpo- 
protectiqn of the province. This, request sition of the new government —A proclaiaa- 
was negatived; and the principal reason for tion has since been published by DeSsalints, 
the refusal was, that the island, from the Chrisfophe, and Clervaux, " in the name of 
great loss of trade which it has suffered, .was “ the black .people, and menmf colour in 
unable to defray die expense of their gpp- “ St. Domingo,” avowing the independence 
port.——American papers have jnst been re- of the inland, and declaring their determina- 
ceived, stating that on the 30 th of Deceth- tion never to relinquish the right*, of free- 
ber, Louisiana was publicly and solemnly dom; they invite those landholders who are 
delivered to France by the Spdnishcommis- wandering abroad, who will do them justice 
aioners j thatMthe Spanish troops were pra- arid treat them aS brothers, to ref dm among 
paring to quit the colony; that the French them; those who still retain their ancient 
commissioner had issbed a proclamation, to prejudices they threaten, and to those who 
foe inhabitants, anrfbunCtag the surrender speak of slavery they declare they will be inex- 
jto the United States; and that the American, orably cruel; t$ey lament the recesses whjch 
commissioners, together with a Considerable have been committed in moments of exaspe- 
Jbody of troop#, were preparing to leave Fort ration j but hope that now, “ when victory 
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' " has restored peace, every thing in St. Do- 
“ n lingo will assume a new face, anti itsgo- 
“ verqment be that of justice. 1 ’—Commerce 
has already been commenced, between the 
i-land under the pjjptecticn f fi the new go* 
vernment, anti it is said Inat a negotiation 
is going on with the government of Jamaica, 
for regulating the intercourse which is hare- 
after to subsist between the two islands. 

Domestic.— The Kinn has. been pleased 
to grant to-the Rev. Robert Holmes, Doctor 
of # Divinity, the Deanry of the Cathedral 
Church 'of Winchester, void by the death of 

Doctor Newton Ogle.-Hp has also been 

pleased to grant to the Reverend William 
1 lowley, Clerk, Master of Arts, the place and 
dignity of a Canon*of the Cathedral Church 
of Christ, in the University of Oxford, the 
same being void by the resignation of Doctor 

Robert Holmes.-He has also been pleased 

to grant to the Hon. and Rev. Henry Lewis 
Hobart, Clerk, Master of Arts, the place 
and dignity of a Canon or Prebendary of the 
Metropolitical Church of Canterbury, void 

f>y the death of Doctor Rennet Storer.- .— 

He has been pleased to appoint Mr. Robert 
Jameson, to the office of Regius Professor of 
iWflJtal History, and Keeper of,the Museum, 
or Repository of Natural Curiosities in the 
University of Edinburgh, vacant by the 

Death of Doctor John Walker.-The Hon. 

Mr. I>gge has been appointed to the Corn- 
missiouership of die Navy Board, vacant by 
the promotion of Mr.Tucker.——At a Court 
held on the lSt of February,, the following 
Sheriffs were appointed by his Majesty for 
Uie year 1 b 04 . . 

Bedfordshire, George Edwards, of Hertlnw, F*q. 
—llci ks-hire, Richard Mathews, of Wargravc, Esq. 
—Buckinghamshire, .Edward Nugent, of Lillies, 
F.i-q.—Cambridge 'and Huntingdonshire, Benjamin 
Keen®, of WLto^Lodge, Esq.—-Cheshire, Sir John 
‘ Fleming Leicester,of Nether Tabley, Bart.—Cam- 
bet land, John Dc Whelpdde, of Penrith, Rsq — 
Derbyshire, Sir Htedry Every, of Egg inton, Bart — 
Devonshire, postponed.—Dorsetshire, Robert Wil* 
l^iAs, of Bridy Head, Little Bridy, Esq!—Essex* 
William Palmer, of Nsziug, *E iq.—Gloucester¬ 
shire, Nathaniel Clifford, of Frsmptrti-iipnn-Se- 
vern, Esqe=— Herefordshire.^R it bar'd Stukcly Flem- 
ming,, of D«nmore .Hill* Esq — Herifnidshtre, 
Edward Gar row, of Tottcridge, Esq.—Kent, Sir 
Wallet Stirling, of Shoreham, Bart.—Lc'cester- 
shire, postponed.—Lincolnshire, Rolicrt Viner, of 
Godby, ftsq.—Monmouthshire, postponed.—Nor¬ 
folk, Henry Styleman. of Sntttisham, Esq.—Nor¬ 
thamptonshire, Charles Tibbitts, of Burton Sea- 
grave, Esq,—NorthumlxriUnJ, Sir Thomas Henry 
Lyddetl, of Efllngron, Bart.—bjo11 inghamhire, 
1 nomas Webb Edge, of Strelley, E .q.—Oxford¬ 
shire, John Langston,aof Sarsden House, Esq — 
Rutlandshire, Colton Thompson, of Ketton, Esq, 
—Shropshire,' postponed.—Somersetshire, John 
ifogcrs, of Yarlington, Esq.—Stair.rdi.hire, Rich* 
„ard Jesson, of 'West Bromwich, Esq.—County .of 


Southampton, Sir Charles Mill, of Mottesfont, Part, 
—Suffolk,' postponed,—Surrey, william Borrak 
daile, of Streatham, Eyq.—Sussex, John Dennet* 
of WoodmanOoat, F.sq.—Warwickshire, Rfigtf 
Vaughton, of Sutton Coldfield, Esq.— Wiltshire, 
hV r aaham Lock, of Rowd Eord. E‘ q..—Worcester¬ 
shire, Edward Knighr, of Woolverlcy, Esq.— 
YorkiJiire, James Fox, of Bramham Faik, Erq. 
—SOUJJi WALES.—Carmarthen, John Sim¬ 
mons, of I.ltngenah, Esq.—Pembroke, Sir Hugh 
Owen, ot Oiielton, Rant.—Cardigan, John Bond, 
of Kesqgy Coed, Esq.—Glamorgan, Richard Tu- 
beiville Picron, of Ewenny, Esq.—Brecon, Penry 
Williams, of Penpont, Esq — Radnor^, Thomas 
Frankland Lewis, of Harptun Court, tisq.—r— 
Nt>RTH WALES.—Merioneth, Sir Edward Price 
'ldoyd, of Paik, Hart.—Carnarvon, Owen JWoli- 
, xteux Wywft^nf 1'eumhchno, Esq,— Anglesey, Tho¬ 
mas Pairy Jones, of Cum Coch, Esq.—Montgo¬ 
mery, Charles If. anbury TrSccy, of Greginnog, E'q. 

—Denbigh, Robert William Wynne, of Garthe- 
wtx, Esq,—Flint, Richard Garnmir, the younger, 

*>( Lectwood, Esq.-—And at a Council held on 
t!?e 2 d, hy II. 1G H, the Pjincc or Wales, Sir 
Rionel Copley, of Bake, Bart, was appointed She-. 
riff for (he County of Cornwall. 

Military. -The foreign journals 

state that the Batavian and French troops 
assembled on the coasts of Holland are in a 
state of preparation to be immediately em¬ 
barked on the expedition against England. 
Gen. Dumonceau, who commands the- Ba¬ 
tavian troops has just left the Hague, where 
he had been for some days,, with the final 
instructions for lfis conduct Notwith¬ 
standing the great raunhert which have 
been collecting on the Dutch coast for some 
time past, fresh troops are daily arriving 
there, intended, it is supjxised, to supply 
the places of those who in uy be embarked. 

In the islatjj of Walchercn, particularly, 
the re-infbrcemenl has been considerable, 

, because it has been long apprehended that 
the English would make some hostile at¬ 
tempt in that quarter.-The Batavian go¬ 

vernment has lately published a decree, re¬ 
lative to those officers and soldiers who may 
*bc made j>risoner|*of war in the exjiedilion. 

It ordains that they shall forfeit to govern¬ 
ment, whatever pay "may be due tofhem; 
that the lime dufinjfwhich they are prison¬ 
ers shall not be taken into the account of 
their jieriod of service ; that if they do not 
return when released they slialf be consi¬ 
dered as deserters; and that they shall all £■ 
be immediately replaced by French re¬ 
cruits ; that officers shall be debarred from 
advancement during that period, and be re¬ 
placed by those who may not have suffered 
themselves to be taken;'and, finally, that 
those who do not, then, jjonduct themselves 
agreeably to the wishes o*f government, shall 
be broke, and fbe nbn-commissioned offi¬ 
cers compelled to serve as privates: the 
wive» of all who deser^are to be deprived 
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of the allowance, usually granted.—-The 
French troops who have been marched 
•frcgi Hanover toihe Dutch coast hat’e suf- ' 
fered greatly from the frost, during the cold 
weather which prevailed at the time, and 
considerable number*; have been left on the 
way. The conduct of the French trofips in 
. Holland, generally, has been very oppres¬ 
sive, but the inhabitants have not4ared to 
complain, ©en. Victor, who commands 
them, has, howevef, arrested and punished 
jseveral c of those who had been guilty of 
outrages, and has declared bis resolution of 
'proceedingflilh the utmost*seventy against 
any one, whatever might be hi* rank, who 
•hall infringe the 'laws of the country, or 
cause any distinbance whatever*——Ten 
thousand men are assembling in the neigh- . 
Lourhood of Toulon, and Gen. Regni^r*, 
who was at Bologna, has aset out for th|t 
port to assume the command of them. 

Naval.-—— Part of the flotilla at Flush,* 
ihg, under the command of Admiral Ver- 
heul, lately put to sea, for the purpose of 
manoeuvring and exercising the men. A 
detachment of the flotilla at Boulogne un¬ 
der the command of Admiral Bruit, also, 
came out for the same purpose, a short 
time ago, and returned uninjured. These 
^circumstances" are supposed to have given 
rise to the rumours which prevailed, during 
the few last days, of the sailing of the ex - 
pedition against England.——On the 181I1 
of August last, Capt. Ross in his Majesty's 
chip Desiree, on the Jamaica station, dis¬ 
patched the boats of hjp ship, armed, under 
fhe command of Lieut, Canning, to cutout 
the vessels laying at anchor in Monte 
Christe roads, which service he effected,* 
notwithstanding a very heavy fire from the 
batteries, and brought off five schooners 
and a sloop. On the 4th of September, he 
made another attempt at the same place* 
and.succeeded™ bringing off six schooners. 

• ——•Admiral Duckwprth has transmitted to 
the Admiralty, a list, of. the vessel's cap¬ 
tured, detained, and destroyed, by the ships 
imd vessels at and near Jamaica, during the 
months of October and November last, 

■ amounting in all to thirty-six French, sqyen 

* American, and one Spanish.—On the xoth 
of Jan. Capt. Woolridge of thh Scourge 
sloop, cut out of the Vile Roads an English 
ship of 400 tons, laden with timber, which 
bad been captured by a Dutch privateer, 

on her passage from Memel to Hull.- 

On the 25 th of January, Capt. Selby in the 
'Cerberus, cruising off Cape la Hogue, fell 
jut with a cotfvoy of four armed French yes-, 
sets, one of which he captured, and another 
.drove upon tjbe roCfcs j the Ojhftni escaped, 


owing to the vicinity of the rocks. Capt.’ 
S.’s prize is die French gun vessel, Le 
CJtameau, of three hundred tons burthen, 
carrying four six-pounders and ten swivels, 
and having onboard fiftyr-eight men, twen¬ 
ty-one of whom weTe soldiers, folly ac¬ 
coutred.-—On the 30th of January, Capt. 
Bennet ia thmTribune, fell in with a small 
flotilla from St. Maloes, bound to Cher¬ 
bourg, -consist iru; of three brigs and some 
smaller boats, l#ut as the wind blew very 
hard, he could only capture Jwo, which 
were No. 43 end 47, of one hundred tons 
each, and earring two twpiUy-fpur and one 
eigljfecn-pounder, each, and haying on 
board fifty-orfe seamen, and %ty soldiers 
of the 3ad demi-brigade. Capt. S, had 
previoflsly destroyed a large boat from La 

Hogue.-On the same day, Capt, Mun- 

dy, in the Hydra, fell in with the rest of the. 
convoy, and captured the brig, No. 51, of 
one hundred tops, carrying.three twenty- 
four pounders, and having on board fifty 
men and officers, a lieutenant and twe-ty- 
six of which belong to the $2d deni.- bri¬ 
gade; and,also, the lugger, No. 411, armed 
with one eighteen-pounder, and having o r 
board thirty-six men and officers, a WPuie- 
nant and twenty-six of which are of the 
same brigade. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

State or Fbakck.——I t « always of 
great, utility to know the real internal si¬ 
tuation of our enemy j because, according 
to that situation we must make our prepa? 
rations for attack or defence. The Expose 
of Uie First Consul (see next sheet, p. 205) 
raiy be, and undoubtedly is, a very flatter¬ 
ing picture, as Car as relates to circum¬ 
stances favourable to his republic; b*ut, we 
must, on the other hand, remember, that, 
in the greater part of the Expose, h*e speaks 
of suds iigns of improvement, as are viable, 
and as v cannot .have been merely invented 
for the occasion; because such, a tissue of 
falsehoods nfttst have had an effect precisely 
the contrary to that which Was evidently 
his interest and his intention to produce.— 
What he says respecting the state of his 
fi/uutm, indeed, is of a different nature. 
Here die field for deception is boundless; 
and, it is impossible to- say, whether his 
statement or that of Sir Francis D'Jvernpis, 
and the otheV ministerial writers,, is most 
true; or, more correctly -speaking, which 
of them is least false. But, wjs are, unhap * 
pily, well assured, that he aetftally rxpjstv 
yvithin the year all the money jifscessjary to 
defray ih« .expenses of ihc ycjfr i and mt f 
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though we are told of the poverty of France, 
we know she has no national debt worth, 
■peaking of, and, which is the same thing, 
she’has no paper money; none of that sort 
of property which gives to itfi owners an in- 1 ' 
terest at variance with Ihal'of the country, 
and which, in case of foreign invasion or 
internal commotion, vanisite* into air, leav¬ 
ing its present possessorsJn perish. It is, 
however, with no small lsati-rfaction, that 
every well-wisher of England must hear 
IhQ Consul talk of his sinking fait,'!, 44 The 
sinking fund,” says he, “ fulfils, with 
44 constancy and fidelity, Sis destination. 

44 Already in possession of a portion ffthe 
44 public debt, it e.very day Accumulates a 
44 treasure, which secures to the state a 
44 speedy liquidation." This is deliglftful! A 
44 sinking fund,” a 44 public debt,” a 
“ speedyliquidation!”Thesearethetilings, 
precisely the things whiclywe must wish 
our mortal enpnu to boast of; but, it is to be 
feared, that he is joking upon this subject, or 
jive might hope, that our great grand chil¬ 
dren would see France what England now 
is.——The destruction of the French com¬ 
merce, which has been regarded as a master 
k'rrJlft, on our parr, has, perhaps, done more 
real injury ro this country than to that; for, 
it is well known, that the losses, sustained 
in consequence thereof, have, at last, chiefly 
fallen upon the insurers, the merchants, and 
the bankers of England. This is another of 
the political effect* of our vaunted “ capi- 
44 tal, credit,' and confidence.” ——The 
French are now a military people ; a people 
completely military, following scarcely anv 
other civil profession than that of cultiva¬ 
ting the earth. In such a nation nothing is 
fluctuating ; nothing that can suddenly* -o i 
materially effect the valtfbof property } no¬ 
thing that call induce the government, to 
abandon its projects; and, particularly, to 
make % peace that shall leave us in safety. 
VJjth such a people for our enemy, anj 
paving the Doctor and his.brethren for our 
guardians, where are we to looker hope ? 
For the death of Buonapart6,*and some con¬ 
sequent overthrow of the government and 
powgr of France? Foolish and base hope! 
Every person that returns from France, on 
whom«reliance can be placed, represems#the 
people as being generally well pleased with 
their ruler. There ar\ no visible discon¬ 
tents ; the ambition of the people is hl’ghiy 
gratified by the achievments of their go¬ 
vernment j and, indeed, when they look at 
their p oud attitude wi.b respect to all 
fther nations, and especially with rcspect # to # 
their now humbled rivalwhen they co*m* 
pare the talent* and measures of the people' 


Who rule them, with the talent# and mesi- 
aures of the miserable souls, to whom the 
affairs*.of this counfry are committed, #vhsa 
Can won.dcr, that they are reluctant to ha¬ 
zard the consequences*of a change? It la 
not that they hate monarchy, but that they 
love* national honour; not that they bye 
an usurper, but that they hntc that national 
humiliation and disgrace, which they see 
but too frequently the lot of the subjects of 
kings. This is a coitsidcration of much 
more weight than we are generally aware 
of j and,« behoves us well to reflect on the 
sort of exam olet which ids oui selves are giving 
to the ptsjih of France ; it behoves us t > ask 
ourselves, whether out situation is such as 
to be an object of envy wiih our neighbours; 
whether our slavish submission to a minis- 
•tjy, whom we all despise, is a circumstance 
likely to indue*|he French to seek for any 
change that ehalrsubject them even to the 
chance of being governed by Addingtons, 
Braggs, Jenkinsons, Marsdens, Hobhouscs, 
and Tierneys ? * 

Welsh Coast.— If the accounts given 
by the ministerial writers, relative to the 
formidable state of our defensive means, be 
true, it is certainly not unreasonable to ex¬ 
pect, that the coast of Wales should be to¬ 
lerably well protested; yer, it is very po¬ 
sitively asserted, that the Cumbrian princir 
palily is not, in this rlspect, m ire fortunate 
than Norfolk, Yorkshire, orjseothnd. *If 
an invasion should be attempted, and all our 
warlike measures are founded upon the pre¬ 
sumption that it will, no j^irt appears t> be 
more hkeljvfer the'enem/ to fi* on, than the 
coast bordering ori the Bristol Channel. 
The practicability of sending a division-of 
ships very far up that Channel cannot b* 
denied; and, if any considerable object is to 
be answered by it, why should it not be at¬ 
tempted ? The chance of plundering such 
a city as Bristol, and the liberation of such 
a body of French prisoners as are lodged in 
thac*neighboUrhood, is by no means.unwor¬ 
thy of an expedition. Ought we not, there¬ 
fore to be surprised, that, for the protection 
of the coast of the Bristol Channel, there is 
only one frigate with half her compliment of 
men, a,ooo men, militia and army 6f r©-* 
Serve, to which may. be added a regiment of 
volunteer infamtry, turee troops ot cavalry, 


* A Statistic*!. View or tux FacMCK Re- 
rUBLic, by M Ic Chevalier de Tajicau, is well wor¬ 
thy of the attention of iliifte gentlemen, who wish 
to obtain a correct knowledge of the resource' of 
France, and of rh’e i»at*e -<nd distribution of tbo-e 
resources.-— I h>t work may be regarded as un¬ 
questionably accurate, and certainly it is of great 
u.iliry io *ll theioguiri^io which it relates. 
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and about 4 or 500 sea ftncibles. Tbs dry just and very uncoistirutional principle;' 
of Bristol, which contains, perhaps, 10,000 and, there was a time, when parliament 
A‘ 3 i> fit to bear amisj and which h%s the would have asked, Whence a general de* 
foremost in offering tot services, has been so rived his authority to propose,to a city to 
contumeliously treated by the ministers, thaf raise money fortwarlike (jprpokes. But, no- 

a very small portionof its inhabitants are tions of this soit now ap^arto have taken 1 

enrolled. As to regular rroops, they arc, their leave of men’s minds. So far from 

in that part of the kingdom, as scaVce as the having any fsar of being charged wit h 

eagle or any other rare and solitary bird, causing money to be raised without consent 
The coast of *l*Valcs is left to its fate. If the. of parliament, tie ministers are dever so 
inhabitants do not defend themselves, they full of confidence as when they are asserting 
must, if attacked, be subdued. It is to be,, that money, and for war-like purposes too, 
confidently presumed, that the Welsh would will be so raised. Indeed, for flic purpose 
bravely fighufor their counfry; but, that as of obtaining ;be popularity to be derived 
no reason why it should be so shadrfully ne- fronya nominal (economy, the ministers have 
fleeted.——Let it got be said, that this is adopted evcrySchcmc, that they can devise, 
giving information to the enemy: such for the purpose of supporting the expenses 
charges are become stingless: nobody is of defence by sub+rii/itm. Such a course of 
now 10 weak as to be misled by them •. proceeding must inevitably lead to destruc- 
- thanks to the Scotch magistrates, this mode live consequences ; but! it will keep the mi* 
of stifling the voice of complaint is expltf- nisters in power a few months longer, and 
ded. If Buonapand does not already know that is all that they have in view. There 
the state of the Welsh coast, the ministers is, however, this consolation*; that, what- 
have quite time enough to send a force to ever evils, whatever miseries, whatever de¬ 
protect it, as also a naval force sufficient to gree of slavery and infamy the people of thft 
protect the Bristol Channel. The ministers country may be compelled to bear, in con- 
have appointed a General, indeed, to com- sequence of the duration of the Doctor’s - 
manid in the district, of which Bristol forms power, must be infinitely short of thrin ddr* f * ' 
apart; but, the General, alas! instead of serfs. 

telling the people to rely oo him and his ar- The Fleet.—— Great praise has been 
r my for security, called upon them to adopt bestowed, and, perhaps, very justly bestow* 
measures for securing themselves! There cd, on the perseverance of .the Admiral, 
vifsmilme, he told them, for applying to go- who, amidst all the gales that we lately 
▼eminent; But, he did not inform them have had, has, with so little intermission, 
why the government neglected to provide maintained his station oft" the harbour of 
’the means of sfeurity before. To say the Brest j but, it is the opinion of those, most 
truth, however, the genlral w^not answer- lively to be accurately informed upon the 
able for this neglect; he could not help the subject; and, it is said to be that of Admi- 
njked State of the harbour and Channel of, ral Cornwallis himself, that the system of 
Bristol; his endeavours to cause them to be blocking Brest, as it is now conducted, will 
put in a state of defence were perfectly lau- 1 shortly destroy a considerable portion of our 
stable, and no blame attaches to him tor any navy. The ships are hurrted out, hs-lf fit- 
thtng, except for having accepted of a com- tea and stored; in a state, in which British 
mand from a ministry, whom; it is absolute-* men of war would not formerly have been 
ly impossible that he should not despise, sent to sea. It is stated, upon authority, in 
The {wishes of Bristof'rejecred the general’s which perfect reliance may be placed, t'h$t 
proposals. They admitted the justied of his several of, the ships, after the late gales, had 
representation respecting their defenceless scarcely a whole sail on board; and, the 
atatej but they refused to provide there- consequence may bej the los# of rf>ne or more 
medy themselves, stating it to be the duty or all of them, in the event of their being over- 
ef the government to provide for the pCo- taken with a gale, upon a lee shore. 0 We 
tection of every part of the Empire. “ Is hiyre, or shall soon have, 14. sail of the line 
“ not,” said they, “the flower of theBri* at sea with Admiral Cornwallis; but several 
“ tish army employed lor the protection of of them are in heed of repair, and will want 
“ the metropolis ? And, does not Bristol to be taken into* dock at no very distant 
“ contribute jts share towards the support day; and, there are no ships in forwardness 
“ of that army.” ?They were told, that to to replace them, while a very great de-. 
or*0*000 1 , would have been no object with ficiency of stores prevails, at Plymouth in 
such an opulent city as Bristol. True, but, particular. These tacts are nofstated upon 
as the parishes observed, the advance of that slight grounds'—Instead ,of blockading 
sum would have been to sanction a very un- Brest, some very able officers think, that we- 
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. 'should keep a squadron of Hite ofbattle 
•hips constantly in Caws and and Torbay, 
add another in Ireland, ready to sail at a 
moment's notice,.with a chaiqjff frigates 
continually reconnoitring to give immediate 
I information of any ^movements in Brest; 
for, the object should be rather to have a 
squadron always ready to pi^sue a French 
fleet, than to tear our own to pieces during 
the wintlr months, and, Vilen, driven off 
their station, giving the enemy an opportu¬ 
nity of pursuing his plans without being 
abie'to interrupt him. By keeping a squa¬ 
dron in reserve, we should never suffer him 
to gain above a few hours stak of us; and, 
indeed, should he make fo 5 Ireland, he 
would have no starting time at all. It will 
be said, perhaps, that our reconnoitring fri¬ 
gates would be driven off in a gale as our 
ships of the line now are ; and, consequent¬ 
ly, could not give information of any move¬ 
ments that the enemy inighf make imme¬ 
diately after sftch a gale. True, but, our 
naval commander would, of course, at such 
tirnes, push out, without waiting for ad¬ 
vices, and return again after a short cruize. 
•——The system of blockade is a defensive 
sy»tcraa; purely defensive; and, like all 
others of the kind, it costs most to him who 
pursues it- We know not exactly what 
force Bu inaoane may have at Brest: we 
often hear, tlitr he has no nival force at all: 
his naval means are a standing }c>t. But, if 
he has naval force enough to keep all our 
naval force amply employed; to compel us 
to strain every nerve; to fit out all we can 
obtain men and stores for; to antici/iate our 
naval resources; to work up our stock of 
materials without being able to replenish it; 
it he can compel us to do all this, what con- 
tolation is it for us to knofr, that he is des- 
situte Of n tval fiirce ? Really, when we con¬ 
sider the number of ships, of guns, of men, 
lie immense quantity ot stores, that we have 
> afloat, and t effect, that all these are merely 
to s o&tck an enemy, who, .we arc told is per¬ 
fectly contemptible upon the ocea.n; and, 
when we further reflect, that nU these ships 
and sixty thousand sailort are employed to 
prevent an army (at most a hundred thou¬ 
sand) df “ French slaves” from coming to 
attacl^ jpoen-hundred thousand free-bo in Bri- 
,f tons;”-when one thinks of this, one is 
really almost tempted to wish oneself, not a 
French slave, to be sure ;*but almost any 
thirtg other than what one is, We have 
heretofore blockaded Brest, anti the circum¬ 
stance was not thauglft humiliating. True; 
but we were tiever before engaged in a war, 
inMych all was defensive; far, as to the co-» 
lonies that we Kaye taken, the capture of 
^hem is totaWy unworthy of being .regarded 


as offensive operations; all that the captor* 
had to do was merely to exchange the cue* 
tom-house another oivil officers, merely to 
cause the produce to be shipped to EnghtmT 
instead of France and Holland. 

Volunteer System. — Instead of 
taking measures, in order to attack the ene¬ 
my and to put an end to the war, the minis¬ 
ters are engaged iu burning and patching 
their me*ans of defence; or,, rather, the 
means by which they hope to oe able to de¬ 
fend their places. The regular argiy is a 
perfect skeleton. Exclusive of the then 
obtained from the army of reserve, the re¬ 
cruiting of the regulars scarcely makes* up 
for deaths, discharges, and desertions; and, 
if regiments on colonial service arc taken 
into the account, it falls short even of that. 
Qf the men obtained from the army of re- 
seiVe five-sixths # are mere men of straw:, 
absolutely the refuse of the land, actually 
collected, not a few of them, from before the 
magistrates of the metropolis. And thus it 
is that we are to become a ** military peo- 
“ pie!”——The militia cannot be filled. 
The source from which it was supplied is 
also dry. And here we stand, a p ipulation 
of fifteen millions of souls incapable of 
sending forth a single brigade tj any part of 
the world! Of volunteers we have, indeed, 
an abundance; but what service they arc to 
be jof has never yet been clearly pointed 
out*; and, that they will be, for any length of 
time, kept together in corps, iv more dials 
aoy thinking man will venture to assert.— 

It was hoped, by some persons, that the mi¬ 
nisters were ab >ut ta propost a complete re¬ 
vision at the volunteer system; but, alas! 
just what was anticipated in the preceding 
sheet, a mere patching of it up, is all they 
now appear to have in view ! The truth is, 
that the system cannot be improved : it has 
in it the seeds of destruction; destruction to 
itself, or to the monarchy. Such was my 
opinion at the first, such it still is, and such 
it shall still be declared, notwithstanding 
the insinuations that it may bring forth of 
my being an enemy to my country, an ap¬ 
pellation which is indiscriminately bestowed 
on all those who dare to doubt either the 
disinterestedness or the talents of ministers. 
“A clamour against the Volunteers!" Who 
ever raised such a clamour ? So, all the per¬ 
sons, who have foreseen and foretold the 
present existing evils of the system are to be 
accused of hatred and hostility to the 
400,000 men, who hav$ afms in their 
hands! Wherein have I'shown'myself the 
enemy .of these lrien iny more than Mr. 
•Yorke t Why should I be tWir enemy ? 
They have done me no harm; but, on the 
contrary, appear very willing to do me and 
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all of os good. • I want to get no feet from 
them, nor to pat any officers over them. I 
tajre no purpose to answer by their dissolu¬ 
tion'; nor can their continuing embodied' 
ever do me much hash. I have no lands* 
in Richmond Park; I am no -Clerk of the 
Pells; very little mischief can happen to the 
from any of the consequences that I appre¬ 
hend from the systqm.—The childish 
whine about .** designing persons, who are 
t “ endeavouring to sgt the volunteers, against 
the government, and the government 
** against the volunteers,” is really pitiful.* 
It is a shame ^or men to giee way to such 
miserable plaintive accusations. ^ We shaft, 
by and by, I suppose, hear of designing per¬ 
sons charged with setting the people against 
the ministers. With those who are ac¬ 
quainted with the modesty of the Addingtons 
nothing in this way will appear incredible.' 
—-—But, is Mr. Whitbread, too, a 4 ‘ design- 
“ tag person?” Is ke also an enemy of the 
volunteers; of the 400,000 men in arms 1 
He, who is himself a colonel of volunteers, 
will scarcely be thought their enemy. Yet, 
•a the reader will observe, there is scarcely 
one objection, which I have, at any time, 
urged to the system, which Mr. Whitbread 
bas not, by experience, found to be well 
founded. He has found the exemptions to 
■"impoverish the army add the militia; he is 
of opinion that these is no economy in the 
system; he declares that the funds of the 
corps cannot last long, and that the public 
treasure must support them, or recourse 
must be had to “ compulsory subscriptions 
he disapproves'of the £nes; be reprobates 
the idea of compelling men to remain in the 
corps ;• and, upon the whole, though origi¬ 
nally a cordial friend of the system, he now r 
wishes it never had existed. Will the mo¬ 
dest ministers, therefore, say, that this gen¬ 
tleman is an enemy of. the country, an enemy 
. of the volunteers, and a designing person ? 
They will scarcely venture so far; not pub¬ 
licly at least; but thvir hirelings wilj con¬ 
tinue to repeal these charges against all 
those, who agree with him in opinion, and 
whom they can revile with impunity. Ido 
not know any thing that is a more severe 
trial to loyalty and patriotism than the ore- 
flection, that what one paysto the state; 
what one earns hardly, and chearfully con¬ 
tributes for the support of the honour and 
welfare of the country, goes, in part, to the 
feeding and pampering of the acurrillous 
slaves by whom <one is openly belied and 
abused.—-—Great complaint was made, in 
rbe debate.of the other evening, that those 
who found fault with the plana of the mi-« 
nisters did notproposf others. They have pro¬ 
posed others. Mr. Windham began his op¬ 


position to the present system by proposing 
another system. It was not adopted. Why 
should he ptopose any m6re ? Indeed, it is 
by no means incumbent on members of par¬ 
liament, noT bflonging to the’ministry, to 
propose measures in lieu of measures that 
they may think proper to oppose. To those 
who are to exspute a plan belongs the task 
of devising and proposing it; and, the bu¬ 
siness of those, wKo have nothing tO”do with 
the execution, is to approve , or to disapprove , 
of the proposition; because, it is always un¬ 
derstood, that they who are most- capable of 
devising measures are the fittest persons to 
carry them into effect; or, in other words, 
wheif the narion relies more upon the 
wisdom of the Opposition than upon that of 
the Ministry, the Ministry ought to be 
changed, and the Opposition put in their 
places. Unless, therefore, we suppose a 
state of things, in which the weakest and- 
most ignorant' part of the Parliament are, 
by some over-ruling necessity, obliged to be 
kept in power, it is not only not the duty 
of the Opposition to propose measures, but, 
it really appears to be their duty to abstain 
from it. This state of things, however, the 
ministers would make us believe now^rcally " 
exists. They do not openly say, in the 
Parliament Houses, that the King has resolved 
never to change them for any other ministers ; but, 
their hirelings make no scruple to assert it 
in conversation, and many of them iri print. 
If this were the case, as it certainly is not, 
there might be some doubts as to how far 
an Opposition ought to aid, with their ad¬ 
vice, a ministry so constituted and so esta¬ 
blished in power; but, while we presume, 
that no such over-ruling resolution has 
been adopted; while we presume, and it 
were disloyalty tp presume otherwise, that 
our gracious Sovereign has,<u his ministers, 
nt> choice or predilection but that which 
arises from bis desire to preserve, untarnish¬ 
ed, the honour of his crown, and to secure 
the liberty and happiness of his people; 
while this is our presumption, we must ever 
regard ft as, the duty of a parliamentary 
Opposition to abstain from thq proposing of 
measures, to be acted upon by the ministry. 
—Besides, if the Opposition we re no pro¬ 
pose a new system for the Volunteers, what 
dfould he the consequence 1 It would be 
garbled by the ministry, who, by appearing 
reluctantly to yield to whatever part of it 
should «hear. hard upon the people, would 
gain popularity from the very thing watch 
they would pervert irRo the cause of odium 
on their opponents. No; let rim propose. 
„i.et their schemes be approved of or disap¬ 
proved off but let them still be. theirs No 
amendments, except for ihco purpose of 
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throwing out the whole measure; no mid¬ 
dle cause; no effusions of candour; no 
cant; no crying. There they arc; they 
have their eystem in their own hands; it is 
the subject of* their exultation y *it is the 
pride of their lives; ffet them alone with it, 
‘then; let us see'what they wfll do with it; 
for, as to the argument that their ignorance 
or perverseness ought not td prevent tft 
from endeavouring to save^hc country, it 
faNk to the ground the moment you reflect, 
that our danger arises solely from their 
bein&in powj-r, and that your recommenda¬ 
tion'of measures will only tend to prolong 
the duration of that power. Yin case, in¬ 
deed, of any imminent peril, t|e providing 
against which would not admit of a delay 
sufficient to give his Majesty time to change 
his servants ; in such a case? it would, un¬ 
doubtedly, be proper for any member of 
Parliament, however he might deprecate 
the continuation ot the minis tecs, to p opoae 
sufch measures fur tnem to act on, as he 
should think likely to prevent the dreaded 
mijehief; but, at present, there is lime suf¬ 
ficient for the changing of ministers j the 
peril is great, but not so near at hand as to 
_.-y)dcr;f short delay destructive; and, thete- 
fotfe, tlitre can be no good reason given for 
the Opposition members to enroll them¬ 
selves under the minis.ers as volunteer states¬ 
men. AH that they have to do, all that they 
ought to do, is to show the evil effects ot the 
past, to point out to the I’ai liamcnt how the 
nation has already been harrassed, injured, 
and exposed to the enemy, bv ihc ignorance 
and imbecillityof the ministers; to warn them 
of the mischiefs, w hich are likely to arise * 
from the miserable compromise now pro¬ 
posed ; and, of course, to vote against sucji 
proposition. If there be any man, who, 
unable longer to exist out oi the air of a 
court, pTnmg to death after the exercise of* 
power, yearning after that flattering and 
fawning which patronage only cau secure, 
tvishe%to creep in amongst ministers whom 
he hJltes and whom every one else despises; 
t if there be, amongst the oppositionist#, such 
a man, it is for him, anji him alone, to 
slide iuto. their ranks by proposing to them 
plans or .improvements, by mixing up his 
measures with theirs, and, by such means, 
impeiccptitlyI creating a plausible p-*text* 
lor defending both measures and miuislers 
against their opponents. • 

Pa&ties.-— if it were put to.the jvhole 
nation, man by man, whether the present 
ministers ought not. to be turned out, there 
Would be for the ajfirmutivegyg out of every 
thousand j and if you were then to put to 
this vast majority, the question, whether they . 
would beseech thf king to turn them out. 


there would be for the negative an almost 
unanimous vote. Those, therefore, wher 
think that an universal expression of con¬ 
tempt for thelninisters and of disgust affcP* 
lathing at their ignorance and vanity are in¬ 
dications of an approaching change, do not 
sufficiently attend to the distinction between 
the expressions which men make use of in 
their private and those which they make use 
of in tbeit public capacities; between their 
wishes and their actions; between their duty 
and their fears. But, wfiy, some oqp will 
ask, “ in God’s name, why should the peo* 
“ pie of England be afraid of Doctor A l- 
u ifington They are not afnfid of Doctor 
Addington, But of poverty and misery; and, 
if you ask ine, how theirlsituation in life de¬ 
pends on him, I need only beg of you io re¬ 
collect, that he is either directly or indirect¬ 
ly? 'Actually the p&jmdster of nearly one. batf 
of jbe people, as must be evident to any one 
who will give himself time to consider the 
amount of the revenue and of the loans, the 
mode of the collection of the former, and 
the manner in which the whole finds its 
way, through the hands of the government, 
into those of the community. Let any ten 
readers of the Register make out a list of tliftit 
acquaintance, then inquire strictly into the 
connexions, views, and interests of each, 
and, if they do not "find, that a very groat 
majority of them are in testate of ministerial 
dependence, more or less complete, I will 
give up all pretensions to political calcnta-* 
tion. When, therefore, we express to one 
another our astonishment at the duration of 
a ministry, who have-neither‘weight of fa¬ 
mily, of publtS Character, or of talents, one 
of which, at least, has always heretofore 
b!en, in this country, regarded as absolutely 
necessary to the support of a ministry, we 
forget the vast and fearful additiob, which, 
since the commencement of Mr. Pitt's sway, 
ha been made to that power which is attach¬ 
ed to the offieo*of the minister; we forget, 
Ahat the taxes have be*n tripled, that tho 
tax-gatherers and others receiving their 
bread immediately from the hand of (he go¬ 
vernment have been more than tripled, and 
that, by the help of companies, of boards. 
Sec. the chain ol dependence is now so com¬ 
plete as to render the whole nation a sort of 
vassal village, of which the minister is the 
lord. Mr. Pitt mired, or lie might have 
beeu minister to ihe end of his life; that is 
to say, if his death had not been preceded 
by the death of the funding anti taxing sys¬ 
tem. Mr. Pitt, upon his retirement,’ ap¬ 
pears to have thought, tftat thejanbounded 
influence lie had enjoyed belonged to his per¬ 
son and talents, and not to Jus office; a mis¬ 
take, winch, if he had no: perceived it be- 
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fore, mnH have been radically removed by 
- the treatment of his proposal relative to the 
jpjjutpon the funds, w 4 itch proposal* when 
the'Doctor said NO, was rejected by a dead 
majority, and whicht same proposal, whrnf 
only i wenty-four hours afterwards, the Doc¬ 
tor said AYE, was unanimously adopted.' 
When Mr. Pitt went out of office, he had 
not the least suspicion, but that he should 
be able to ent^r it again whenever'he pleas¬ 
ed. The Doctor thought so too; and, for 
some time, he appears to have regarded him¬ 
self as no more than a box-keeper; but, as 
the curtain rqsc, as the drama unfolded jt- 
self, he found, that he had actyrised a real 
and permanent seat. The adulation which 
heat first received seemed to throw him into 
a state of amazement like that of Neu Job- 
son, when she wakes in the morning, and 
finds half a dozen servants curtsying atitl 
•bowing at her bed-side: he could scire*- 
ly believe his eyes and his ears: but he 
was not long in discovering that he had got 
possession of the drug, the political love- 
powder, that supplies the place of wit aud 

wisdom.--“Taxation is no tyranny,” said 

Doctor Johnson,and he was very right. No¬ 
thing can be more evidently just, than that 
every man should contribute, according to 
hi? means, towards the support of the go¬ 
vernment, without \vl!Heh there can be; no 
property, no liberty; no safety for life or ^for 
ttiiy,thing. But, though taxation, in the ab¬ 
stract, be not tyranny, it may be carried to 
such a length as to produce slavery. It may 
be so far pushed as to make all the people of 
a country dependent upon th^government, 
even for the necessaries of life ; and yet all 
the forms of law, all the names, forms, and 
appearances of property and of liberty, civil 
and political, may still remain. In such a 
state of things, no one would, I presume, 
pretend that the people were free. This is, 
indeed, to suppose an extreme case; but, 1 
nation may be very far from (bis extremity, 
and may, nevertheless, have lost, by the ' 
influence of taxation, a cpnsidenfble por¬ 
tion of its liberty. This is the situa¬ 
tion, in which I look upon Great Britain 
as being placed at this moment; and, there¬ 
fore, those who think with me, will not be 
very sanguine as to the success of any oppo¬ 
sition to the minister, unless the minister 
himself should become terrified at the conse¬ 
quences of bis own work; unless, in a war 
between his interest and his vanity, the for¬ 
mer should triumph over the latter; unless 
4 regard for his pipperty and his personal 


safety should induce him, in time,4o yield, 
the protecting powers of government into 
abler hands; unless some, motive suqh aa 
these should operate with him, I have, for 
my part, til it t|#e least notion, "that there is 
any human pnjver capable of driving him 
from his place, as long as he can continue to 
make loans ancj, increase the taces. If, there¬ 
fore, the Doctor should be spared, as tire 
Methodists call k ; and if no sudden storm, 
foreign or domestic, should arise to sweep 
away his ministry, and, if he should 
not be seized with any sickly womanish 
fears, we must, in order to know how long 
he will conjtnue to be minister, ascer- 
tain*how long'ihe funding system will last. 
This system will certainly last a shorter time, 
on acQount of the Doctor's being minister; 
so that his adininiuiaiion cuts both ways. 
“ It is a monster that poisons the meat it 
feeds upon." But, the danger is, and it is 
a danger that'every good man must tremble 
at, that the system, the ministry, and the 
monarchy may ail fall together. 


notices. , 

THE SUPPLEMENT to Vol. IV'. of dm *“ 
Register will be published ill a few days. 
The first, sceonJ, and third Volumes have 
been reprinted; and complete sets oj the woik „ 
neatly and uniformly liaif-bound, with Rus¬ 
sia backs, may be had by application to Mr. 

B vgshaw, B nv - Street, Covent - Garden, 
Mr. Bunn, No. 100, Pall "Mall, or to any 
of the Booksellers or Newsmen of London 
or Westminster. 

Cobbi'.tt's Parliamkntahv Debates, 
in.eight numbers, including ail the Debates 
of the present ^Session, previous to the 
Christmas recess, together, with an abstract 
tif all the accounts laid before Parliament, 
and die titles of the acts passed, during that 
time, may be had by application made as 
above. These Debates, the Editor ventures* 
to assert, are by far the most correct, full, 
and impartial, that were ever published m % 
this country, a character which has, indeed, 
been universally given them. Upon the re¬ 
sult of a comparison between this utork and 
others, professing the same object the Edi¬ 
tor, frdm the first, expressed hh» readiness 
to rely for success; and, he is confident, 
that, the more»fr*quently such comparison 
is made, the more evident will appear the 
superiority which he has been, so anxious to 
give to his publication. 



*Tlie Taus Betton and'S un Newsgapcrs. 

*!%« Press iabfso much importance, Its influence !* so powerful, in almost dvery depart¬ 
ment ofpo&tic attain, that, Jftwever towy irfsigmfkant, and werthlbss afe the persons, in 
T whose hands anyportion of it may happen to be,‘it is itself never an object tohe disregArd- 
ed} especially when its efforts are made in the fotsn of - a neyjifatsper. Under this persua¬ 
sion it is, that I have thought if my duty to present to*the Public, a picture of the political 
turpitude of the True Britan and the Sun, n morning pnd evening p-iper, which belong to 
the saipe person, the contents of which are the same, and which Were fcrigundly established 
by, and still appear to be under the influence* of, the Iftte Secretaries o£ the Tieasury. The 
picture is too glariug to need explanation ; it will speak but too plainly ior itself j*one cir¬ 
cumstance only, therefore, I beg leave to point out to, tint reader, to wit, that the tone and 
teniimrnts of these papers, with respect to Mr. Addington and the present ministry, did not 
begin to be hostile, till afteh the rupture of the wgabiiiim between Mr* yielding ion and 
Mr. Pitt! i , 


Confidence'in the Government. 

We know that we have a government, 
able, observant, vigilant, Und firm; and, 
wholly indifferent to the charge of adulation 
and subserviency, we readily leave to the 
public to determine^ whet lifer-our confidence 
does or does hot sympathize with the feel¬ 
ings and opinions of our countrymen at 
large. Feb. 28 , 1803 . 

Energy of Ministers . 

To those who have hazarded the idle and 
unfounded accusation of want.of energy and 
vigour against our ministers, we answer by 
a single question. What solitary instance 
can be adduced, since his Majesty called 
them to their present situations, that can fur¬ 
nish even a colour for it? Jan. 1 , 1803 . 


JVant of confidence in the Govern meift. 
ft creates, every, day that passes over oar 
dira-ds, the most melancholy reflections in the 
mind af every thinking man, to see the Da-, 
fit.n still governed by those iu whom it has 
no confidence. — Dec. b, lb 03 . ‘ 


Incapacity of Ministers. 

Is it. not time that the representative's of 
the nation should throw themselves between 
the incapacity of minister* and the country, 
and reserve the latter from the critical and ' 
perilous state in which we fear it will be 
found to be.—jDrc. 3 , 1803 . . , 


Mr. Addingtons Spirit. 

We have, in the experience of two critical 
years, an abundant pledge, that nothing un¬ 
just, unreasonable, or insulting to the honour 
of France, is likely to be required by our pre¬ 
sent rulers on the one hand, and that no¬ 
thing will be admitted, inciting to our own 
hooottf, or derogatory to our’essential in¬ 
terests, on the other.— March Qt 1803 : 

. The Country in, a proud Position. 

, We have no doubt (hat his Majesty’s rai- 
niqjlb will persevere in that fine of conduct 
Which they have hitherto adopted, and which, 
while it amply provides for tliefsafety of the 
couiitry, shew! a detertdined disposition to 
avenge," with promptitude and gffedt, any in- 
fringeiflcnt of its rights, or any-attack upon 
its honouj. This is the pvn'o'owVhich cha» 
raclerizes true courage, untainted hy temerity 
on the one hand, or pusillanimity on the 
other ; and we may Confidently assert, that 
with increasing rdsourcei and uhbrofen spi ¬ 
rit* this country]* In a situation which af- 
forth matter for exuhationxo every well-wish¬ 
er to its interest.-*- Nov, 29 , WH». 

Flourishing State vf the Revenue. 

Oof comnjerce has never been so 
Vo u, V. • *" • ‘ 


Mr. Addington's Baseness. 

After having humbled the British nation in 
the eyes of Swope,IninistCrs still pretend to 
be able to maintain the dignity of the .nation 
jn such a momentous contest I— Jan. 21, 
1804 . 


• 

The Coity lry an the BrirH of Ruin. 

Setting aside the losses and the sacrifices 
we hate, been made to undergo, we have 
sunk in the estimation of the nations around 
us. Our faith was till lately unimpeachable, 
England might sometimes tail, but she never 
disqpnoured Kers&f. How is' the scene re¬ 
versed! but tie work is Mr. Addington's., The. 
progress to ruin is a rapid.descent, wbemonce 
t|ie bail is delivered; and much do we fear 
that'it was delivered with one hand, when 
he accepted the Seals from hip Sovereign 
with the other.— Nov. 10 ,^ 803 . 

a 

• * 

* 

•> Deficiency of the. Revenue. 

The injury sustained by our commerce; the 
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rbbing—our revenue never been so pro¬ 
ductive, even in the beat limes of the great 
mft.'iier, who laid the 'foundation of'their 
■prosperity, and to whose breast, we are pfer- 
atiaded, their improvement and increase will' 
afford no lest solid satisfaction than to his 
successor, under whose auspices we have the 
happiness to experience them.— Nov.. 2 Q, 

' 1802 . 

* 1 » • f \ . 

A Qbange of Ministry unnecessary , 

To say that the present ministry want the 
>power which fs the result of reputation, is to 
' slander the pepple of this country,‘and ac- 
’ cose rhera of the grossest injustice and in- 

K atjtude. The present ministry have fol- 
wrd the steps of the great statesman who 
: carried on the war. The present ministry 
put an end to that war, and'effected a peace, 
in which the national dignity and the nation¬ 
al interest were secured.—The people of this 
cqunry, who -enjoy the blessings of peace, 
and are likely to enjoy them every day more 
and more, cannot but feel grateful to the mi¬ 
nistry to whom they are iudebted for those 
tyessings.— Qct. 2, 1603. 


deficiency tf cur revenue inspite of thp gra¬ 
tuitous and 'unnecessary misrepresentations 
to>the House last December; with all these 
evils and damning proofs of misconduct, 
what could’ibdupe Mr. Addington to throw 
down this gage pi <lcfiarifce'(ihe “Cursory 
* f .Remarks") ano to tempt the exposure of 
the,real and drepdfui dilemma to which the 
country is leduced by his family councils and 
unsteady, policy !-J\k 10, 1803. , 

A Change of Ministry can alone save tie 
Nation. 

Every thing shews the want of co-opera¬ 
tion and of unipn in the great department of 
the stile, Wfpfeel it our duty to say that a 
change f ministry can alone restore the pro¬ 
per confidence tf the nation, and redeem our 
political? character with the powers of Eu- 
rope, a change which we know we are fully 
jutitied in affirming to be ardently desired, by 
nitiety nine cut job a hundred of the whole 
population of" ‘the British empire.— Oct. 13, 
1803. ’ 


No Change of Miaitity necessary. 

The discussions which have taken place 
since the meeting of Parliament, have tend¬ 
ed very much to strengthen the just confi- 
4fnpe reposed in his Majesty’s ministers', to 
improve the opinion which was entertained 
of our general situation, and to dispel the 
gloom which tying upon the minds of many. 
The suspicion of too veady^disposition to 
concede on the ps^rt of government, enter¬ 
tained by gome persons, has been done aWay. 
r-D«e. 24, 18Q2. f 

Mr. Pitt the only Man to save the Nation. 
As' the ivy that embraces the oak, is 
. sheltered by its proud height and spreading 
- branches fron^the ravages of the storm, so 
wealing to the genius of Pitt, as the surest t 
tAvjaut cf our country. It is he alone<b&U in * 
out'ppiuipn, can, successfully cope with the 
duplicity, the conning, and the rooted en- 
mitypf France towards the British Empire. 
jUt.bel-tbf gptyuspf Pitt preside, and we 
ahftllitunfc ourselves secure.—Afcyd,1803. 

VP 0 ®, $he r> yoty§. pf lhat great man (Mr. 
Bit) do we conceive tbs fate of the British 
Empire to be at the present moment in a 
^rtatdegr es suspended.1$, 1604. 


Any Change cf Ministry must he for thi'better. 

Changes, and those very material ones, in 
the administration, are talked of. They 
cannot come too soon for the good of the 
country, and we have the melancholy con¬ 
solation at the present awful crisis, that any 
change must he for the better, if that change is 
not confined solely to the paltry object of 
keeping the present inefficient and imbecile 
Ministers in their places.— Nov. IQ, 1803. 


Mr. Pitt not the &nly Man to save the Nation. 

That consistent statesman, Lord Gren- 
viHe, is pleased to tell us, that Mr. Pitt is 
the only person, at the present crisis, capable 
of saving the country !!!—The measures of 
a government may be very wise and highly' 
salutary to the country whose affairs ar&in 
trusted to its management, though unaccom¬ 
panied with the display of extraordinary ora¬ 
torical talents, like the powers* of me¬ 
chanism, the affairs of state may generally be 
.considered aa going on the most correctly 
and satisfactorily, when there i* tty; least ap¬ 
pearance of effort. 

• «. ... itijicn streams 

“ Oft Water Aiirist meadows, and the bird 
“ That Butters least is longest on the \riog.’\ 

Of this quotation \a& willingly leave to the 
judgment of .our readers, and to the course 
' of time, the justice and propriety of the ap- 
••plication,—piti. 4, 1803, ■ ■ . 
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Mr. Addington the Friend of Mr. Pitt. 

W r consid- f Mr. Pitt and Mr. Addington 
entii f ly .Mid coi i ■ ,»ietely uuiied.—'That torat of 
the friends of e.*ehh we at'erupted repeatedly 
to disunite them, <»nd that botir the Old and 
New O position Vive never ceased to make 
thai a »' mpi, we know roll well j but the 
hot*< i 1 . t!ii‘ public spirit, at^d the good sense 
of ; '■» u vt d feated every such attempt.— 
Ju r a 1802. 

On oli endeavours are made to se- 
pai .ue Mi Ad.iiugton and Mr. Pitt. Some 
oA 'li* tr on ‘s of both, we b< licve, to be con* 
atan iy inak.ng the attempt. The Old and 
th' New Opposition cone lit only in ^ndea- 
vou ng to t tin t tins purpose, and tlley are 
bo'ilv at wink to-rtitam their object. It is 
for :(u*msclw:s alone to frusirate «stich at- 
tf mpis - We cannot anticipate any material 
dttf tern e of opinion between these two 
m n. —If >uch ui event R bouId happen, we 
shall be t Jt e first to considerVt as agieat mis- 
foiiuue In ihi* country j*but if it does hap¬ 
pen, when we consider the characters of the 
■men, iv> are sure, it wilt arise out of the 
fair onsr'leratmn of public measures , not 
out ni the intrigues of interested men.— Feb. 
2 , lo£J. 

Mr. Addingtm a great Financier. 

This great financial measure, on which we 
believe but one opinion prevails, has esta¬ 
blished his reputation in that difficult branch 
of public business.— Jan. 4, 1803. 

We cannot but congratulate the country 
upon the flourishing and prosperous state of it* 
resources, which has been proved, beyond all 
doubt, by the unanswerable documents 
hi ought forward by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer.— Dec. ag, 1803. 

Mr. Addingtons statement of finance* we 
recommend to the perusa^of those who have 
so often told u^that our revenue was kept up 
by the war, that our resources were nearly 
exhausted, and that the peace was a matter of 
necessity.—These assertions have been often# 
reflated —often contradicted— but Mr. Ad¬ 
dington's Speech it the complete answer to 
them.—Jan. 4, 1803. * 

Mr. Addington an excellent.Menu. 

Th^ Jacobinical Chronicle, in one of the 
overflowings of its rancorous gall, generated 
by continued disappointment and increasitfg 
envy, has the audacity to couple Jhe name of 
the excellent Addington with that of the qo> 
torious a windier Miss Robertspn. #We ad¬ 
vert to this merely to shew what the writers 
m that print are capable ofl U—Aug. 12, 
1803. 

• Mr. Addington esteemed abroad. 

Our minister is bigbly respected abroad. His 


Mr. Addington tie Enemy of Mr. Pitt. , 

Against the principles (of Mr. Pitt and 
the great Ejarl of Chatham) and in pro(pi«jd 
opposition to their exalted system, you (Mr. 

« Addington) have apostatized from them, 
ard added personal insult to the unworthy 
reliotion. You have stung tiie heart that fos¬ 
tered you, and scut foitli your hirelings to 
blast the character under whose benign in-' 
fluence*you were too long sheltered. You 
are courting allies from the Bench'which has 
displayed unvaried animo ity for ^eighteen 
years towards the principles and person of 
jour first friend, and have bribed to. your 
confidents and united to your cause, the 
man who directed a pistol towards the head tf 
your early patron .— Nov. J 2 , 1803 . 

It is the fashion among the friends of mi¬ 
nisters to decry the publication, (the "Cursory 
Remarks,") an^ to circulate it. They can- ( 
not deny the falsehoods it contains, but have' 
no objection to profit by the effect their mis¬ 
representations may produce. So much for 
the morality of our present precious ministers 1 
Oct , 19,1803. • 


Mr. Addington m Financier at all. 
Ministers have psoduced & measure of fi-. 
nance, which having jgone through both 
Houses of Parliament has passed into a law, 
which not a commissioner knows how *to 
carry into effect, nor an individual in the 
community how to decypher or render in¬ 
telligible!— Nov. 3,.i8o3. • 

Mr. Tierney was taken into the ministry 
at the particular moment, to prevent his 
•threatened exposition of the fallacy of Mr. 
Addington's financial statements of the 10 th 
of December; which,-whatever he may be 
persuaded to die contrary, has not, nor ever 
can be forgotten, at least to the East of 
Temple Bar.— Nov. si, 180J. 


Mr. Addington a Dupe or a Deceiver. 

We know not whether Mr. Addington be 
most of a dupe or a deceiver, or whether he be 
sometimes one and sometimes the other.—-Nov, 
3,1803. 


Mr. Addingtm despised abroad. 

The best informed men who have lately 

’ tl A 
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None better than him knows ibe value pi assure ui», • ° .... rC nerjl' 

, . * „ aM . Vnf if forced ibto a burst of revolutionary politics, tue general 

theblessings of peace , out « ™ rct ... timent decidedly aeainst this country. 

poa«» ibe fallen QonUdeu AddinEion’s adminidwlion tailoit Ibe con- 

—Nov. ao, tB 02. *. tioental possessions of his Majesty.~A«'. 

10^1803. ( 

nt * Knfe PoMciltn. Mr. Addington, an Unsafe Politician. , 

Mr. Addington a Safe r« I V* i iwinUiem will find that ihity ht\c'exposed 

i Ministers too'k their post at a y t offerings, only because 

imminent penl, and compheated difluuUj, * W'* great j g J 

dnd by TSSiStSi &blltai.W off-. 


Uiw lUMll M'V — rI . , a 

capable of' performing the duties of offices* 
which they wtjft totally unequal tv execute. 
—Det, 8, 1803. 


ana oy mo -- „ r 

temper, fortitude, and soun^i wisdom, they 
achieved tiie most glorious object pf a trife 
statesman's arcb'nion, under 1 ibe circuov 
stances in which the'country was placed, 
that of restoring peace op such a btwis as was 
the best calculated to ensure its continuance. 

iD -a»tSSasi 

tZJtt&Jssx SJsiz£xz&st 

. a *• l* * . I .1 _ a. a 1 — _ 
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▼ate and publie faith, that the national reve¬ 
nue will be applied with economy to na¬ 
tional purposes, in the gradual liquidation of 
the public incumbrances, and the encou¬ 
ragement of manufactures, the security pf 
the colonies, and io the extension of trade 
and navigation. Disaffection vaoMies at the 
contemplation ,pf these great benefits. Ihe 
people will be eased oftheir Athens, com- 
merce must flourish, and produce such af¬ 
fluence, as will raise our country to th$ 
highest point of wealth, and spread its bene¬ 
fits throughout every class of the, commu¬ 
nity April 5, 1802. 

Mr. Addingtons Firmness. 

From the fm principles and unvaried 
conduct of Mr. Addington, in the roost tre¬ 
mulous moments, the public must* derive 
ffnu ptial lessons of prudence.^ They will 
leam, that true magnanimity is the child of 
justice only, and that it, is more conspicuous 
i. iliA AV^lVlLP nf thi> milder virtues, than 


tnc WISuum u-i uui ........ —... — 

advice ; but notwithstanding their pritlleme, 
much British property is at this moment in 
Portugal. Thus does the property of indi¬ 
viduals, and our most important com¬ 
mercial interests become sacrificed to the ig¬ 
norance and majority of pur ministiy !— 
Oct. IS, 18P3. 


Mr. Addington's Weakness. 

Our present ministers are acting under a 
most tremendous responsibility; but they 
seem detei mined to keep their places tiYi jlv* 
sun pf Britain shall be pearly set. Wc look 
forward wirfi a. faint ray of hope to the 
meeting of I’arliftnent j but,* between that 
..Mil iKa nraasinf U/llflt drfifldful. 0 C a 


£ VI i fllHPlWS.ii' j --~T 

iHte *^»fTh^iiS%iS7b.» pVribd .nd .he |MKM. 

.midsttbedtaofBb>0d»«»■*<' 


-April 5 , tm 

t 

Mr. Addington's Sound Policy. 

From Mr. r Ad#gton’s conduct, the pub- 
? lic. will learn, that if it be honourable to 
threat with scorn a droel 4nd abject mode of 
(obey, it if more glorious to venerate pritv 
pr^ka ' whidr hay| lifted and subljmerfthe 


CUHCMu» uqtif uv* imvv. , , 7 . * 

from the country the evils Which tjie weak¬ 
ness of our ministers expose* us to .— 
Oct. 15, iW3. 0 ...... 

Mr. Addington's IFcdk PvUty. _ 
ThcwesH polity and wavering conduct of 
our ministers have furnished to the cpnpy 
the means of prosecuting the war against , os 
.with vigour Cor years to cUfne.-rOcr.jii, 
1803. 
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dignity of the nation, and exalted the cha¬ 
racter of the man, whose moderation and 
justice have ensured its credit, stability, and 
honour .—April 5, # 1802i • 

Mr. Addington a Virtuous Minister. 

Without reverting to that long catalogue 
of glorious achievements wfticli daring the 
Jast nine years, justly entitle us to this en¬ 
vied precedence, we need only‘remark, that 
under such an administration as the present, 
we have every possible guarantee that those 
blessings will be preserved inviolate to the 
latest posterity. If these expectations should 
be disappointed, the fault will lie, citlfer on 
the restless machinations of the worst part of 
the people, or in the elevation of men to os¬ 
tensible situations, who neither possess the 
heads nor hearts of the present virtuous mi¬ 
nisters, and who, consequently, can never, 
possess an equal share of tlap public confi¬ 
dence and estimation.— Jan. 2 , 1802. 

Mr. Addington Jit for his high Station. 

• A complete and perfect knowledge of the 
subject under consideration, marks the Ian- 
• guage and conduct of Mr. Addington on 
every individual occasion. In looking for¬ 
ward, then, what have We not to hope ? 
Should a definitive treaty crown the labours 
of the cabinet, the applause of a grateful 
people will be his reward.—-Jan. 4, 1802. 

Mr. Addington tbe Genius of Innocence. 

Thanks to opr present government, we 
now contemplate the dawning* of happiness, 
and humanity, rising from amidst the ruins 
of a world. 

In short, Recured by the awful sanctions 
of a free constitution, which is respected ,by 
a virtuous minister, we remain, after a nine 
ycar’sjy.w, independent, wealthy, free, and . 
powerful. If we may be permitted to u.ft 
a metaphor, Aslrsea, who had gone up to 
heaven for so long a time, has nojv come 
% dow* upon earth again, and the reign of In- * 
tunince and Concord is revived among man¬ 
kind '.—April j, 1802. . * 


* Mr. Addingtons Economy. 

Mr. Addington’s administration is, in all 
respects, most economical. He is watchful 
over the public expenditure even in all its 
details .—June 21, 1802. 


Mr. 'Addington no Jobber. 

Th filling up vacancies, Mr. Addington* 
disregards great Interests, and only consults 
the permauertt interests of the country. He 


• • 


> Mr. Addington a Political Apostate. 

Mr. Addington now finds that it is not 
only in finance that he is vulnerable, and ho, 
is therefore casting about for aid agaiust 
the meeting of Parliament. *He has partly 
thrown himself into tile arms of jhe Old 
Opposition, and now finds it necessary to 
complete his political apostacy by an union 
with their leader. We shall flot fail t6 ex¬ 
pose the'fiitieouj policy to an indignant pub. 
lie.— Nov. 11 , 1803. • • 

Fiom the conduct of our minister it seems 
not nulikely that he would coalesce with any 
body, in order to shew that he could do 
without the onlf man (Mr. Pitt) who could 
s/fieciually extricate him from his difficulties. 
— Oct. 2<J, J803. 

Mr. Addington unjit for bis high Station, 

Mr. Addington must consider himself 
futty qualified for the high station he fill*, or 
certainly lie could not reconcile it to his con- 
arience to remain there at such a moment as 
the present, and expose tp hazard the best, 
interests of the nation.— Jan. Hi, 1304. 


'Mr. Addington a desperate Gamester.' * 
Every day brings us nearer to a ur fate. 
Every hour brings forth some fresh instance 
of deficiency iu those who 8re set up and 
appointed to*£ncouuter it. Is it that the 
minister has thrown tbe die, and is •deter¬ 
mined to abide tbe hazard of it, without re¬ 
flecting that seventeen millions of people are 
involved in the effects of his iash temerity ? 
— Kov. 3, 1803. 

• Our constitution will be sacrificed to a. 
narrow and selfish policy, mfknown a* un- 
resorted to by men bora to govern, aptf our 
exist nco bartered away for a few short 
months of feverish power, which the mi¬ 
nister and his colleagues have enjoyed at the 
expense of the people.— Nov. 10,1803# 

* Mr. Addington's Prodigality. 

Doctor Addington has improved upon the 
system of Doctor Perkins in the Use of 
Tractors. The chief ingredient in the com¬ 
position of Doctor Addington’s Tractors is 
gold, and they have been found very potent 
in their operation.— Nov. J$, 1803. 

Mr. Addington, a notorious Jobber. 

• To the evils which are experienced from 
a weak administration, i« now to be added 
that of almost all the inferior offices being 

II a 
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•hum all jobs himself, aijd discountenance* 
thenrin other*.— Jam 21, 1602 .* * 


Mr. Addington's Penetration, c 
la all appointments, civil, naval, qr milt* 
t*ry, Mr. Addington is very select and eir- 
mmipaety and takes care that the other de¬ 
partments. ire equally,so.— June 21, 1802 . 


itr. Addington an Oily Statesman and *• Goddess of Tears. 

To the Sight Hon. Henry Addington. 

I. 

its a?/the roaring waves esn tame, 11 1 

And smooth the stormy deefi. 

So-the soft magic of thy name, * 

Lays faction's rage asleep. 

N. 

Great was the sage, his country thought. 

Who prov’d the former true; 

Thy country, too, severely taught. 

Will pay this debt to you. 

Dec. 6 , xSos. 

Aertslie on Mr. Addington. 

All the tg.\e hopes ive now in prospect view, 

* Dear to Britannia, she derives from you. 
Destruction veils, oncc ( more, her hideous face; 

In sweetest smiles, and soft attractive grace, <• 
Ndwf*eace lies olives spreads o'er ail the land, 
Gives Europe too new blessings from thy hand. 
Thy name, to virtue as to Britain dear, "1 

On her transcendent tablet Fame shall rear, > 
Hor time nor envy cloud what all revere. J 

r Stitt. 7,1802. 


Inadequately filled.—Mr. Addington** par¬ 
tiality to those connected with him, .parti¬ 
cularly if it 19 a family connexion,' knows no 
bounds.— Jan. 14 , * 1804 . 0 

'Mr. Addington's Blindness. 

It seem* to iff toe plan of Mr, Adding¬ 
ton, *the moment he has discovered that a 
person is fit for the ■department to which he 
has appointed Wm, to remove him to ano¬ 
ther. This shews, what is lamentably the 
case, that there is a great dearth,of taleqt* 
among the connexions of Mr. Addington.— 

Jan. 14 , 1604 . <■ 

c 

Mr, Addington a Common Wh-jre. 

When Hal sat in St. Stephen’s chair, 

With gende tone .and modest air. 

Old “ Order” he maintain’d. 

Sometimes, perchance, he made a speech. 

Yet ventur'd not beyond his reach, 

• And much appUuse he gain'd. 

But when in Britain’s evil hour, , 

Pitt, her great hope, rrs'gn’d his power, 

Hat step’d into the gap; 

Humble, at first, he toolc a guide. 

But soon the ladder cast aside, 

A belt-sufficient chap. 

Tlrough grown so confident and stout. 

At length he finds his weakness out, 

And in his seat he quakes. 

Yet rather (hap reform his pkin, 

By counsels of “ the state’s bts: man,” 

He each apostate takes. 

So have l seen a bashful maid, 

F.'cn of her very thoughts afraid. 

With bluthcs cover'd o’er; 

But oucc seduc’d by time and place, 

Bereit of ev’ry decent grace, 

■She proves a common nuhoie. Oct. 12, 1S03, 


Mr. Addington a Wise Man. 

And shall not ins merits, then Britons revere, L 
Who went to the helm, .it hit Sovereign t command: 
A pilot who prov’d he could steadily stecr % 

And the vessel secure itom the storm and the 
strand. 

a 

Who, when gloom and dejection hung over the 
e State, 

As the orb that preserv’d us its radiancp wtth- 
'\l drew; c 

Brought the ship into port, through the perils of 
ffitet 

Unsullied her flag, and id safety her crew. 

Exulting, impetuous, on glory we gate, 

And, caught by war’s triumphs, scarce think 
, of its woes, 

But the pause of reflection its horrors displays, 
And the heart of humanity pants for repose. 

, 80, Addiuston, proudly as Britons we burn, 

On viewing the laurels by conquest assign’d 
But with nobltr delight to thy olive we turns 
As the symbol ofnappioeM shar’d by mankind. 
O f take then -*for honour with spirit maintain’d, 
For counsels, by judgment and prudence ma- 
, cur’d; . « 

O! talc, tot the peace which thy wisnou hat 

The tfcvaks *f aa empire whom rights aujiicur'd. 


Mr. Addington a Foot. 

“ I. 

Say, what malgnant Jwicked fate 
Could put ir in your rooLita j>£te, *■ 

That you could rule the nation * 

At well Sir Grig might think he’s fit, , 

In Speaker's chair with grace to ait, 

2 And fill your former station I 


High sounding'words without the wig, 
And pompous ail, and looking big, 

Are now quite out of season ; 

We hiok in vain for scraps of sense, 
And nothing find but vain pretence, 

• And words that mock our reason, , 

m; 

Take then again the*wig and gown. 
Again rqsume^be smile and frown, 

In robes again look big— , 

For folly in the man we sec, 

But the gowu hides it, all agree, . 
And “ wisdom’s la the wig." ■ 


PtOsJtf X8O3, 



205]' FEBRUARY 4 to FEBRUARY 11, 1804- - . £206 


FOREtGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Expo si of the State of the French RcptibRc, 
■ laid before tie Legislative liorij, on the 2 3th 
Nivose, 12/A y^ar, (107 h January, 1804 ) 
The Republic has been forced to change 
its attitude, but it has nu| changed its situ* 
ation; it continue* to preserve in the consci¬ 
ousness of its strength the pledge of its pros¬ 
perity.* Every thing was calm |n the interior 
of France, when, at the commencement of 
the last year, we still entertained the hope of 
a durable peace. Every tiling has remained 
calmer since a jealous power has rekindled 
the torches of war; but in tflis lastepqcb the 
union of interests and sentiments lias shewn 
itself more full and entire; the public mind 
has developed itself with,more energy, In 
the new departments, which the Fust Con- 
sul'has traversed, he has heard, as well as in 
the old, the accents of a truly Fieii'h indig¬ 
nation ; he recognized in thefr hatred against 
a government hostile to onr pioperity, even 
more than in the bursts of public joy anti 
'personal affection, their attachment to the 
country, and their devotion to his destiny. 
In all the departments the ministers of -wor¬ 
ship Lave exerted the influence of religion to 
consecrate this spontaneous movement of the 
minds of individuals. Depots of arms, which 
fugitive rebels had conumud to the earth, 
in order to take them up again at a futme 
opportunity, which a culpable foresight sug¬ 
gested to them, have bren disclosed at the 
first signal of" the danger, and delivered to 
the magistrates for ill- purpo.e of arming 
our defenders. The British govermmyn 
will attempt to throw, and pet lisps has al¬ 
ready thrown, on our coasts some of the.se 
monsters whom it nourished in it* bosom 
during the peace, in’ ordJr to tear in pieces 
the Amd whiA gave them birth; but tljey 
wtil no longer find in it those impious bands 
which tverc-the instruments of their former 
crjmps; terror has dissolved them,- or jus'ice 
Iws purged our teiritory of .them; they wiiT 
find neither that ere luluy which tfv-y abus¬ 
ed, nor that antinomy, tbef poignards of 
which they* whetted ‘Experience has en¬ 
lightened every mind; the moJt ration of the 
l.tws,*and the administration of tli- m has re- 
concile^ every heart. Surroun !cd evtjry 
where by the public force, overtaken every 
where by he tribunals. tjiese dreadful men 
will ip future neither be able to make* re¬ 
bels, nor to re-organize with lmpututy their 
horde of brigand* and assassins. It is but 
now that a miserable attempt has been made 
in La Vendee; the conscription was -nude 
the pretest fpr it; but citizen*, pii'-sts, sol¬ 
diers, all classes exerted themselves f.>r the 
common defence; those who th other times 
were tlx tubvcris of disturbances, came to 


offer their aid to the public aothtvfty, and to 
give*their,persons* and their families, aa 
pledges of their fidelity and devotion’, fi¬ 
nally, what characterizes, above all things, 
the security of the citizens, the return of so-, 
clal* affections, beneficence displays itself 
every day more and more. Ou every side 
donations are offered to the unfortunate, and 
foundations are made for useful establish¬ 
ments. The war has, not interrupted the 
intentions of the peace; and the government 
has pursued with constancy every tiling that 
|/*nds to establish the constitution ip the 
manness'qpd disposition of the citizens, eve¬ 
ry thing likely to attach all interests, and ' 
all hopes to its duration. Tims, the senate 
has beeii placed in that elevation to whiclrits 
.institution called it, an endowment such as 
tiie constitution bad fixed, encircles It with 
*in imposing grandeur. The legislative body 
will no longer appear, except surrounded 
with the majesty, which it* functions de¬ 
mand ; it will no longer be looked for iu 
vain, except in it* sitting. An annual pre¬ 
sident will be the centre of its motion and 
the organ of its thoughts and its wishes, in 
its relations with the government. 'This 
body will have at length that dignity which 
could not exist with forms changeable and 
undetermined. Ttte electoral colleges have* 
conducted themselves every where with that 
calmness and wisdom which *tcures happy 
ih-ctioiis. Tlx legion of honour exists in 
the higher patts of its organization, and in a 
part of tlir. dements whicji are to compose 
it.. These flpmenft still eijual, await from 
a final choice, their functions, and their 
, places. How many honourable traits have 
been displayed by the ambition of being ad¬ 
mitted into it. What treasures will the re¬ 
public have in rim institntion*ioencoura/jge 
and recompense service and vtitues. Iu rhe 
council of state, unother institution propose* 
for the choice of the government oienjbr all 
the superior brar.chesxif administration : au¬ 
ditors are formed there in the laboratories of 
regulations and laws; they perpetuate them¬ 
selves there with the maxims, and principles 
of public order. Always surrounded with 
witnesses and judges, often under the eyes of 
the government, often on important missions, 
they will arrive at the public function* with 
the maturity of experience, and with the 
security winch is given by a character, a 
conduct, and a skill proved bjfcrcpcated trials. 
Lyceums and secoodar/ schools are erect¬ 
ing qn every side, anjjt are not yet erected 
with sufficient rapidity to satiffy the impati¬ 
ence of the ciozens. Common regulations, 
a common discipline, «lhe same system of 
instruction, are forming in the generations 
which will suppoftrtlie glory of France by 
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thvir talents, Rod its institutions by their 
principles and their virtues. A single pry- 
taiuum, the prytaneum of Sr. CyV, receives 
the children of those ritizens who died for 
their country. _ Education already breathes 
forth there a military enthusiasm. At Fpn- 
tambleau, the special military school num¬ 
bers many hundreds of soldiers who are ren¬ 
dered pliant to discipline, and inured' to fa¬ 
tigue, and who'acquire with the habits of 
the profession the knowledge of the art. T lie 
■school of Compieguc presents the aspect of 
. a vast manufactory, where r five hundred 
jhung'per.fons j)ass ltom their studiqs t to thef 
*wotk-hops, and from the workshops to their 
studies. After a few •months they exeiute 
with the precision of .’■kill, works which 
could not have been obtained from them af¬ 
ter years of u common apprenticeship 5 and 
in a short time commerce anfi iudusiry will 
enjoy the benefit of their labour, and of the 
edres of the government. The engirtcots and 
the artillery have now' but one school, and 
ope common institution. Medicine is every 
where submitted to the new regime, which 
the law prescribed to it. By a .salutmy re¬ 
form,-means have been found to simplify the 
expense and to add to the instruction. The 
exercise of pharmacy has been put under the 
•care of skill and probity.. A regulation has 
placed between mastej and workman, judges 
who terminate their differences with the ra¬ 
pidity wliich<hcir interests and their wants 
require; and at the same time with the 
impartiality which justice demands. Ti.c 
civil code is approaching \p completion ; and 
in the course of this session thb last ’projects 
of iaws.which are to complete it altogether 
will be in a state lo be submitted to the de¬ 
liberations of the legislative body. The ju¬ 
dicial code, called for by every wMj, U at 
this moment undergoing the discussions 
which are to conduct it to its maturity. The 
criminal code is^n a state of advancement; 
and tjfar part of it wlitrh circumstances ap¬ 
pear call for most imperiously, are in a 
condition to receive the seal of the law in 
the next session. New chefs d’a-uvre are 
come to embellish our museums; and, whilst 
the rest of Europe envies our treasure*, opr 
young artista continue still to go into the bo¬ 
som of Italy to kindle the fire of their geni- 
iy, with the view of its great monuments, 
and to respire the enthusiasm which produced 
them. * In the department of Marengo, un¬ 
do: the walla of lh$ Alexandria, which will 
te?'#ne of the strongest bulwarks of France, 
the firm canto of Mft ve&rant is formed 
There they will keep np the recollection of 
tb«f$r exploits, and the pride of their victo¬ 
ries. They will inspire their new fellow- 
ciiiztci with, lore and rdpectler that coun¬ 


try which they have extended, and which 
has rewarded them. They will leave in 
their children heirs of their courage, and 
new defenders of that country whose bene¬ 
fits they will enjoy. In the ancient territory 
of the republic, ta Belgium, did fortifica¬ 
tions, which were ho longer any thing but 
useless monuments of the misfortunes of our 
forefathers, , or of the progressive growth of 
France, witl be demolished. The lands 
which had been sacrificed to their defence, 
will be restored to culture and co.mtnerce 
and with the funds arising from these demo¬ 
litions, and these lahds, new' fortresses will 
be constructed on our new frontiers. The 
tax for the support of the public roads has 
received a new increase, under a better sys¬ 
tem bf/acljudicatidn. Farmers, from yrar 
j to year, were without emulation; farmers 
of too small portions weic without fortune, 
and without security. Tiunnial adjudica¬ 
tions, and adjudications of a number of bar- 
1 iirs together, have invited a greater number 
of bidders, richer and more euterprising., 
'I'lie tolls on the highway have produced 15 
millions in the year eleven : ttn million* 
more have been appropriated within the. 
same year to the repairs and completion of 
the roads. The old roads have been kept 
up and repaired: some of the toads have 
b<unconnected with oilurs by new roads. 
From this year fotth carriages can pass the 
Simplon and Mount Cenis. 7 hree broken 
arches have been rebuilt in the bridge at 
Tours. New bridges are erecting at Cabeil, 
Boanne, Nemours, and on the rivers Isere, 
Rdubion, Durance, and Rhine. A com- 
, inunication is tobe opened between Avignon 
and yillenenve, by a bridge undertaken by 
n private company.Three bridges were be¬ 
gun at Paris with funds contributed by §£me 
of the citizens; two have been in part com¬ 
pleted with the public money ; and tjie tolls 
to be collected thereon afford a security for 
♦he payment of the^kiterest and principal?of 
the sum advanced in a certain number <tf 
years. Hietjjird, the most interesting of 
all (that of the botanic garden), is in pro¬ 
gress, and will soon be completed. It will 
relieve the interior of Paris from a fatiguing 
circuitous communication, and will lead 
to* a splendid space or square, a lotig time 
ordered for sale, which is to be ornamented 
with plantations, and the waters of the river 
Ourcq, apd on,which the street St. Antoine, 
and that of its suburb, afre to terminate in a 
direct fine. The bridge alone will consti¬ 
tute a source of expense, which the tolls pro¬ 
posed to be collected bn it will rapidly cover- 
T^e square and all its appurtenance* will cost 
the state only die ground and the ruins cm 
which it is to beformed. The itorks of the c*« 
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nal of St.Qnintin are carrying on in four dif¬ 
ferent ;>oint» at the same time. Asubterrane ■ 
ous cut, a thousand meters in extent, has 
already been completed, two Jocks are fi¬ 
nished, eight mow are in a‘state of forward¬ 
ness, some ‘others' are rising from their 
foundations, end this vast undertaking will 
in-some years afford a complete navigation. 
The canals of Arles, Aigues-Mortes, the 
Soane/aud the Yonne, the canal that is to 
connect the Rhone with the Rhine, and that 
which is Jo extend the navigation by the 
Rlavet to the centre of ancient Briinny, 3ie 
nil begun, and will nil be completed within 
a period proportioned to the labours tWey re¬ 
quire. The canal.which is to connect the 
Scheldt, the Meuse, and the Rhine, is yet 
only in the contemplation of thetgovern- 
ment: compensation has been made for the ' 
scite: funds are already provided for the ex¬ 
ecution of an undertaking, which will open 
Germany to its, and restore to our commerce 
and industry such parts of our own territories 
# ns were by their situation consigned to the 
industry and commerce of foreigners. The 
junction of the Ranee with the Vilaine, will 
connect the channel with the ocean, will 
convrty prosperity and civilization to districts, 
in which agriculture and the arts languish, 
in which their rustic manners are still un¬ 
acquainted with our refinements. From 
this year, considerable sums are appropriat¬ 
ed to this operation. The draining of the 
marshes of Rochfort, often undertaken, and 
as often abandoned, goes on without inter¬ 
ruption. A million wilt be applied this 
year to promote the salubriiy of this port, 
which used to destroy our sailors and its own 
inhabitants. Culture aryi population a will 
extend themselves over tracts devoted for 
agesjo diseases and desolation. A project 
of draining, in the centre of theCotemin, no 
less important, the plan of which is formed, 
and the expense of which, calculated on a 
grant scale, will unavoidably be repaid by the* 
result of the undertaking, will transform into 
rich pasture lands other marges *bf a vast 
extent, which are at present only an ever¬ 
lasting source of contagion. The funds re¬ 
quisite for this operation' are comprehended 
in the'budget for the year twelve. At the 
same titne a bridge over the Vi re will unite 
the departments of La Manclxe and Calva¬ 
dos, will put a stop to a passage always dan¬ 
gerous, and often fatal, and wjll shorten the 
route from Paris to Cherbourg by some 
myriameters. A capal is planned in ano¬ 
ther quarter of the department of La Manche 
(the Channel), which will l convey the son 
sand and fertility to a barren district, 
and will; yield td public buildings and to 
jEhe marine timtief, that now decays without 


being used a few myriameters from the 
coast l .On all die canals, oa every part of 
the coast o£ Belgium, the banks which had 
been undermined by time, or impaired by 
the sea, are la st state of repair, of being cat- 
tended and strengthened. The bank and,, 
bason of t Ostend ore secured from waste: a 
bridge-will open a communication of impor-. 
tance to»thft city; and agriculture will draw 
riches from a valuable tract -recovered from 
the. sea. Antwerp has Sseen a military post, 
an arsenal, and ships of war upon the stocks, 
produced at ogee by a decree. Two mil¬ 
lions, secured on the sale of national domains 
situatedT'if the departments of the Scheldt 
and Deux-Nethes, art* appropriated to the 
restoration and augmentation of its ancient 
port. On the credit of this security, com- 
tnerce makes advances, the works are begun, 
and will be cuifipleted npxt year. At Bou¬ 
logne, at Havre, in every point of this coast, 
which our enemies have heretofore called an- 
iron coast, gn at wotks are in progress or 
completed. The Mole of Cherbourg, a long 
time given up, long the object of solicitude 
and doubt, ti-.es at length fi-dm the bosom of 
the waters, and is already a source of destruc¬ 
tion to our enemies and a protection to our 
own mariners. Under shelter of this Mole, 

. i\ the extremity of an immense road, an ha- , 
ven is now digging, where, in a few year a, 
the Republic will have its arsenals and its 
fleets. At Rochelle, at Cette, at Marseilles, 
and at Nice, the ravages of carelessness and 
of time are repaired with well secured funds. 
It is in our maritime cititS in particular, 
where the sfegnation of commerce has mul¬ 
tiplied misfortunes and wants, that tlie wis- 
•dom of government has employed itself in 
creating resources by useful and necessary 
works. The navigation iu tho»interior wad 
in a state of decay, from a forgetfulness of 
•principles and regulations; it is henceforth 
subjected to a tutelary and'conservAliye re¬ 
gime. A duty is appropriated to its support, 
to the works it requires; to the impiove- 
ment : which the public interest demands: 
submitted to the superintendance of the Pre¬ 
fects, it has also in the Chamber of Cora- 
mgre useful guardians, witnesses and esti¬ 
mators of the proper application of the funds 
it produces; in short, enlightened men to 
appreciate the plans formed tor its preserva* 
lion or extension. The right of fishing iu 
navigable rivers has again bredme, what it 
ought always to be, a pubjjc pfoperty. It hi 
committed to t ho-cure of the administration 
of the forests; and the triennial adjudications 
•give it, in the f.omejrs, still niore active guar¬ 
dians, because tin-yore more interested. The 
last has been a year of prosperity for alt our', 
finances;. the policemen has happily disap- 
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pointed the calculation that had been made 
before-hand of their produce. , The direct 
contributions have been collected with'more 
ease. The operation?which were to esta¬ 
blish the respective proportions of the tax on 
property of tire different departments) pro¬ 
ceed with rapidity. The subdivision will 
become invariable. We shall nevqr again 
witness that opposition of different interests 
which corrupted public justice, and that jea¬ 
lous rivaivhip which threatened the industry 
and prosperity of all the departments. The 
Prefects, the General Council 1 ; have request, 
ed that the same operation shouldceXtend to 
alt the communes of jheir departments, for 
the purpose of ascertaining amongst them the 
grounds of a proportional subdivision. An 
arr£t£ of government has authorised ! his ge- c 
neral operation, become mrre simple, more 
economical by the success of the partial ope* 
ration. Thus, in a few years all the Com¬ 
munes of the Republic, will have eaeh in a 
particular table, the plan of its territory, the 
divisions are the proportions of the properties 
that compose it 5 and the General Councils, 
•nd the Councils of the arroudisements will 
find in the junctions of all those plans, the 
elements of a division ju<t in its principles 
and constant in-its proportions. The sink¬ 
ing fund fulfils with constancy raid fidelity 
its destination. Already 11 ) possession of a 
poftipn of the public debt, it every day accu¬ 
mulates a treasure, which secures to the state 
U speedy liquidation: a rigid responsibility 
and inviolable fidelity have rendered the ad¬ 
ministrators worthy of tfie confidence of go¬ 
vernment, and injures to them the interest 
of the citizens. *1 he melting down of the« 
coin is carried on without bustle or shock; 
it was a sepurge while the principles were 
misunderstood; it is become the most aim - 1 
pie operation, since public faith and the 1 ulea c 
'of good sense have adjusted its conditions. 
At the Treasury, the public credit has main¬ 
tained itself in the fuidst of the shpdks of 
wa%,and the rumours of interested indivi¬ 
dual#. The public Treasury supplied the 
expenses of the Colonies, either by direct re¬ 
mittances, or by operations on the Continent 
of America. The administrators were ena¬ 
bled, if the remittances proved insufficient, 
to obtain a supply by drafts on the public 
Treasury; but conformably to prescribed 
forms, and to a limitedextent. A mass of 
drafts (amounting to two million*) had been 
suddenly created %t St. Domingo, without 
the consent of government, and out of all 
proportion topreient or future whnts.——- 
Men without character have hawked them* 
at the Hftvannah, at Jamaica,, iu the United 
.States; they have beep every where ex¬ 
ited in the market to*shameJul reduction. 


delivered up to tnen who had not deposited 
cither money or merchandize, and who 
were not to furnish value till tl|e payment 
should have been made at, the-public trea¬ 
sury. Hence * a scandalous reduction ' in 
America^ hence® jobbing still more scan¬ 
dalous in Europe. Here the government 
imposes on itself, ajrigorous duty, to put a 
stop to the course *of this imprudent 1 mea¬ 
sure, to save the nation the losses with which 
it was menaced, and above all to redeem 
its credit by a just severity. Art agent bf 
the public treasury was dispatched to St. 
Domingo, charged to-check the books, and 
the chest -of the Pav-Master General; to 
ascertain bow many drafts had been created, 
on what authority * and in what form; how 
many had been'negotiated, and on what 
conditions: whether they had been nego¬ 
tiated for real value, or without effective 
value; or whether to discharge real debts, 
or to fulfil feigned contracts——Eleven 
millions in drafts which were not yet in cir¬ 
culation were cancelled; some information' 
lias been obtained as to the others. The 
drafts v\ hose full value had been received, 
were paid off with interest from thy., day 
they became due to the day of payment. 
Those that were issued without effective 
value, have been proved false, in as much 
as the bills bear the words for money ad¬ 
vanced, though the proces-verbal of pay¬ 
ment proves that none had been advanced: 
these have been submitted to a severe exa¬ 
mination. Thus the government will satis¬ 
fy. the justice which it owes to the lawful 
creditors, and which it owes to the nation, 
whose rights it is bound to defend.—Peace 
was'in the wishes* and in the intentions of 
the government. It had wished for it 
anjidst the yet uncertain chances of War; 
it had wished for it in the midst of victo¬ 
ries. It was to the prosperity of tberepub- 
Jic that it’ henceforth attached all its glojy. 
At home it awakened industry, it encou¬ 
raged the arts, it undertook either useful 
works, or monuments of national grandeur. 
Our vessels were scattered over every sea, 
and reposed on the faith of treaties. They 
were employed only in restoring our * 1 colo¬ 
nies to.France and to happiness; thffre was 
no armament in oar ports, nothing mena¬ 
cing on our frontiers. And this was' the 
moment which the British government 
chose to&Iarni its nation, to coyer the Chan¬ 
nel with ships, to insult our commerce by 
injurious inspections, Wl oar coasts and 
ports, as well as those of our allies; by the 
presence of its tnenacing^breei.—If on the 
i^th Venldsepf the * ith \year ^(March 8, 
iiky), there existed an extraordinary w 
mameut in the port* efJSrahce led MdU 
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land; if a single preparation was made in 
them to which the most remote suspicion 
could give f sinister interpretation, then we 
are the agressoigj the messagd of the King 
■of England, .and his hostile attitude have 
been tendered necessary, Iby a legitimate 
precaution; and the Englfth people h^d a 
right to believe that we threatened their 
independence, their religion, their consti¬ 
tution : but if the assertions of the message 
■were false, if they were contradicted by the 
opinion of Euro|te, as well as by the con¬ 
science of the British government, then that 
government have deceives their nation; 
they have deceived it by precipitating it, 
without reflection', into a war, the terrible 
effects of which now bqgin to be felt in 
England, and the results of which may he 
decisive of its future destiny. The aggres¬ 
sor, however, ought alone to answer lor the 
calamities which afflict hufhanity. Malta, 
the cause of* this war, was in the power of 
the English; it remained with France to 
•arm to effect its independence; France 
waited in silence for the justice of England; 
and it was England who began the war, 
even#vithout a declaration.—By the disper¬ 
sion of our ships, and the security of our 
commerce, our losses might have been im¬ 
mense: we foresaw these circumstances, 
and we would have supported them with¬ 
out discouragement or weakness, blit hap- 
* pily they have been less than vve appre¬ 
hended : our •ships of war have returned to 
European ports, one only excepted, which 
had long been employed merely as a trans¬ 
port, bus fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
Of two hundred millions, which the English 
cruizers might have ravished from* our 
commerce, more than tx^o-thirds have been 
preserved. CPur privateers have avenged 
these losses by important captures, and 
they Will complete their revenge by others 
more important. Tobago and "St, Luci^ 
Were defenceless, and werp obliged to sur¬ 
render to the first force which appeared; 
but our grear colonies are Jet preserved, 
and the attacks made Against them by the 
enemy have proved fruitless. Hanover is in 
our jfuwer; 25,000 of the best troops of the 
encmyjiave laid down their arms and become 
prisoners of war. Our cavalry has been 
remounted at the expense of that of the 
enemy $ and a possession which was dear to 
the King of England, is in* our *hands, a 
pledge of that justice which he will be com¬ 
pelled to render to Ik*.——On the seas, British 
despotism daily adds to its usurpation; in 
the last war it atipek terror into the neutral 
nations, fej arrogating to itself an inimical 
•nd revolting sjwetension of declaring A^hole 
boasts iq a stattMtf siege: in Uto present 


war, it has augmented its raonstrotf* code by 
the pretended right*)! blockading rivers and 
canals.^—If the King of England has sworn 
to continue the war ti*l he shall have redu¬ 
ced France to sign such dishonourable tre#- 
tiea*as ill fortune and weakness formerly 
signed,.then the war will belong. France 
consented in the treaty of Amiens to" mode¬ 
rate conditions; she will never acknowledge 
any less favourable—ngy more, she will ne¬ 
ver acknowledge in the British government 
the right of fulfilling its engagements only 
may suit the progressive ^calculaiipni of 
its ambition, nor the right of requiring fur¬ 
ther guarantees after die guarantee of faith 
plighted. But if the’treaty of Amiens has 
not been executed, how can we expect, in 
.regard to a new one, a faith more holy, or 
oaths more sacked ? Louisiana is henceforth 
«unilcd to the American States; we shall 
preserve friends diere whose remembrance 
of a common origin will always attach them 
to our interest, while favourable commercial 
relations will unite their prosperity with ours. 
The United States are indebted to France 
fyr their independence; they wilt henceforth 
owe to us their strength and grandeur. Spain 
remains neutral. Helvetia is re-established 
in lier constitution, which .has suffered no 
change, but what has been rendered neoes-* 
siyy by lapse of time, and clnnge of opinions. 
Tlie retreat of our troops from that country 
is a pioof of its internal security, and of the 
end of i's dissentions. The ancient treaties 
have been renewed, and Prgnee has regained 
her oldest *tpd mflst faithful ally. Peace 
reigns in Italy; a division of the army of the 
Italian Republic is at this time brassing 
France to encamp with our own on the sea 
coast. These battalions will there meet with 
innumerable vestiges of that patience, bra¬ 
very, and heroism which distinguished their 
ancestors. The Ottoman Empire, fatigued 
by undermining intrigues, will gain by the 
interests of France.the'snpport which ancient 
alliances, a recent treaty, and its geographi¬ 
cal position give it a right to demand. Tho 
tranquillity given to the Continent by the 
treaty of Luneville, is secured by the last 
ac!U of the Diet of Ratisbon. The enlight¬ 
ened interest of the great powers, the fide¬ 
lity of the French Government, in cultivat¬ 
ing with them relations of good will and 
friendship; the justice, the energy of the 
nation, and the forces of th* Republic will 
guarantee it, (Sien#d) Bmnaporil, 

By order of the. First Consul, H. B. Moral. 

Legislative Body. 

Presidency of Font ones, Jan. 1 
After the albplion of the proces verb-d, 
the Counsellors of State, Bergooen, Daucln , 
a pd Saiute Su«a«nef were - inti oduced as o:a- 
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tors of the Government, charged to present 
to the Legislative Body*the Expose of the 
•tate of the Republic. , ’ 

Citizen Dauchy reaithis Exposd as above; 
when it was concluded, the President replied 
to the orators of the Government in the fol¬ 
lowing terms; 

<c Citizens Counsellors of State, the Le¬ 
gislative Body has never looked to any thing 
but the interests of tjie country, and those 
of the Government which at ibis day can no 
* longer be different. It has constantly sought, 
is the constitution, its duties rather than its. 
privileges; it occupied itself aboqf. -the na¬ 
tion, and not about itself; and it thmlght 
, itself sufficiently great'as often as it was use¬ 
ful, It promises never to change. Grati¬ 
tude can add nothing to its zeal j and of a^i t 
the advantages it eari derive from a new or- * 
ganization, it is the first in its eyes, to dis-, 
play, with more splendour and authoiity, 
those principles by which it was always go¬ 
verned.-The picture which yon have 

drawn of our internal situation, is encourag¬ 
ing as if is faithful. The Government does 
not deceive the French people. Its deputies 
who hear you, assembled here from all the 
departments, acknowledge individually the 
benefits of which you have presented to' us 
fthe stun. They have sefcn what yon have 
depicted, and ail the*voices of France raise 
themselves in some measure in this assem¬ 
bly 'to bear testimony to the truth of your 
discoveries. Citizens Counsellors of State, 
the Legislative Body, in conformity with the 
terms of the 30th article W thq, 5 ib head of 
the organic Senatus Corisultum of the 18th 
®f December last, is about to form itself intp 
a general committee to examine the import¬ 
ance of the message which you have sub- 
, shitted to it, and to come to resolutions wor- 
% of itself, and of tRe Government which 
tends you,” 

It Wfl« moved, that the Expose which'had 
beea communicated toMie Legislative Body, 
sftouigl be ordered to be printed. The*print¬ 
ing was ordered. 


Correspondence between the Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland and the liter] of Fingall . * 

Dublin, I5ih Aug. 1803. 

My Lor d,—— According to your lord- 
•hip’s request I have signed, .with great 
pleasure, a warrant for your lordship’s ap¬ 
pointment to bp justice of the peace for the 
OOunty of Meath? At this moment, my 
lord* it is peculiarly important mat every 
person entrusted specially with the preser¬ 
vation of tfie public peace, shoo id ( know 
and conscientiously pursue the strict'line of 
hi* duty. Yohr lordship’s -dlslingui sited 
loyalty at all times, aotf 09 eli occasions, 


leaves me no room to doubt that you will 
exert yourself to (he best of your judgment 
for this'important purpose, and the same 
distinguished‘loyalty that probably marked 
our lordship, as one to whom nothing could 
e safely uttered^ lending to demonstrate 
any disposition towards the rebellious out¬ 
rages which have of late produced such 
dreadful effects, and excited so much alarm. 
But, I fear there have been too many ill 
whose presence and hearing demonstrations 
have been mack? and uttered, which ought 
to havte alarmed the minds of loyal men, 
and induced them to communicate the 
groiind of that alarm to those in authority 
under I he government, and especially to the 
justices of the peace in their several dis¬ 
tricts, but who have thought fit to retain the 
impression made on their minds within their 
own breasts, and to leave the chance of dis¬ 
covery to other means. The persons to 
whom I allude, have principally been per¬ 
sons' piofessing to hold rfie same religious 
faith with your lordship—and over whom I ■ 
most sincerely hope your lordship's high 
character may give that influence which 
justly belongs to it. It would be highly im¬ 
portant, therefore, that your lordship, in the 
discharge of your duty as a magistrate, 
should take every opportunity of clearly 
slating, and most strongly inculcating and 
enforcing the’great duty of allegiance, and 
that, that duty is not confined to foibear- 
ance from open rebellion, or even from acts 
tending towards rebellion, that tru# alle¬ 
giance is an active duty, requiring every 
man not only to suppress rebellion when it 
shall shew itself in violence, but to disclose 
to that government under which he lives, 
whether lie be a ifnlural born subject of 
that government or sojourner only under 
its protection, every thing which can raise 
ground fur suspicion of disloyally in others; 
and it is -particulaily important that your 
f&rdship should, as a magistrate, state arfU . 
enforce, tljat persons knowing of a treason-* 
ab'e purpose who do not disclose it, are 
guilty in the eye of the law of.that crime 
which hat been denominated misprision of 
treason, and if they yield any kind of absent 
to die intended treason, they become trai¬ 
tors themselves. Your lordship’s enlarged 
and liberal mind, distinguishing dearly be¬ 
tween spiritual a*iul temporal concerns, 
must feeUhat there can be no duty of reli¬ 
gion contrary to the duty of allegiance, and 
indeed no man, however ignorant or preju¬ 
diced, can read the holy scriptures without 
* fiifding that the duty of allegiance to a Pa* 
gan government, was stroMy and repeat¬ 
edly enforced by Christ am^ hit apostles, 
and Especially by the laUeg, who found thq. 
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Christians of their time too much disposed 
to consider'their faith in Christ, as absolving 
them from their allegiance to the country 
in which they lived. I am truly sorry to 
say, that I Tear in this country all who'pro¬ 
fess to be ministers of the gospel of Christ, 
do not teach’ Christ’s doctrine of allegiance 
to their Bocks, and I particularly lament to 
find in the minds of men who assume* the 
highest rank amongst lifts ministers of the 
Roman persuasion, the frequent use of lan¬ 
guage tending to raise in the minds of the 
ignorant,* an opinion that none are to be 
considered as members of the Catholic 
Church of Christ, that none are therefore 
to be esteemed as brethren in Christ, but 
those who profess- adherence to the See of.' 
Rome. Until the minds of men are brought 
to a different temper—until the priests of 
the Roman persuasion shall cease to incul¬ 
cate to those under their instruction, doc¬ 
trines so repugnant to their temporal alle¬ 
giance—until they shall cease to inculcate 
that all who differ from them in religious 
• opinions, are to be considered as guilty of 
defection from the See of Rome, that is as 
guilty of rebellion (including his Majesty’s 
sacred person in that description), it can¬ 
not be expected that vulgar men should 
think themselves bound by any tie of alle¬ 
giance to a king thus represented to them, 
as himself guilty of a breach of what is 
termed a higher duty of allegiance. That 
liberty of conscience which those of the 
Roman persuasion desire for themselves, 
they ought to allow to others, and they do 
not allow that liberty of conscience, but on 
the contrary sanctiou the worst of persecu¬ 
tions wherever they treat any man sincere¬ 
ly believing in Christ the Redeemer of 
Mankind, as not a menfber of the Catholic 
or Universal Church founded by Christ and 
his apostles, because that man does not be¬ 
lieve all that they believe of the See of 
Rome and of the doctfmes taught by it. I 
(j5n consider no man (whatever his profession 
ofloyaltymay be) os tfuly’theloyal subject 
of a king whom he thus hold*up to his peo¬ 
ple as the abject of disaffection, nay of ha¬ 
tred, because that king holds a different 
opinion* in {natters, of religion from those 
who adhere to the See of Rome, and be¬ 
cause ne refuses any obedience in matters 
temporal to that See. It will be your duty, 
my lord, as a justice of the peace, with the 
most anxiqus attention, to wspeet no man 
whose conduct shall tend to disturb it; to 
exhort all men by patience and forbearance, 
as well as by exertion, to usg their utmost en¬ 
deavour to preserjfc it,and however anxiously 
fhey may wish fm a change in the establish- 
jpent providej^or by thp law of (he laxul for 


the maintenance of religion, howoCerconsci- 
entiously they may think that the ends of, 
religion would be liet'er answered fey put¬ 
ting those of the Romish persuasion in place 
of those of the Catholic; faith, they cannot, 
consistently with the duty of their allegiancfe, 
pursue that .purpose by abetting, or even 
by declining to resist and suppress the re¬ 
bellious conspiracy formed for thnt purpose. 

-1 Have no doubt thqt the firm and dis* 

tinguished loyalty which has marked )our 
lordship’s character in every other situation 
of life, will guide your steps in the discharge 
of your dutios as a magistrate.——May 
tJod, fjrs whom all our errors and imperfec¬ 
tions arc known, protect and guard you, 
and lead you to that ‘end which will most 
accord with the beneficent purposes for. 
vyhich the office of magistracy were intend¬ 
ed, and for wjjich alone, I am persuaded, 
,you prevail on yourself to undertake so ar¬ 
duous a charge under circumstances of so 

much difficulty.-1 have the honour to be, 

witli the most sincere respect and esteem. 
--My lord, your, lordship’s faithful hum¬ 
ble servant, (Signed) Rkde->t)ale. 

Aug. IS, . 180 '}. 

My Loro, —I have the honour to receive 
your Lordship’s letter, and am much oblig¬ 
ed to you for appointing me a magistrate Of 
the county of Meitb, at a time when the* 
task is so arduous. 1 must beg leave to as¬ 
sure you, that nothing but my most anxious 
desire to be useful by eveVytneans m*my 
power, would have induced me to solicit the 
commission of the peace. Permit me to re¬ 
turn your ^ordship my best thanks for the 
very able and excellentinstructiohs contain¬ 
ed in your letter—it shall be my unceasing 
endeavour to prove myself not unworthy the 
post of trust confided to me, for which I 
should feel myself very ill qualified if I did 
not understand the duties.of active loyalty 
to be such as are laid down by your Lord- 
ship. I have always been'taught tli|t, that 
nraa was a-'traitor Aid violated his allegi¬ 
ance <vho concealed any plot against the 
state—-to this opinion all those who profesa 
the same religious faith that I do are bound 
by the most solemn pledge. I am sorry aoy 
have deviated from it, they cannot be, i am 
persuaded, those remarkable for their reli- 

lious and good conduct.-It gives me 

much concern, and I should be very sorry 
it were generally conceived, that your Lord- 
ship, the person to whom the Catholics of 
another part of the United .Kingdom never 
cease expressingtheir obligations; with your 
superior talents’, etftightentyi and liberal 
mind; bolding the high situation you do.in 
this country, with so qaucb credit to youjr. 
self and advantage, to th.e public, should have 
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any opinion in' any degree unfavourable of 
the Irish Catholics. My Lord, the Catholic 
Religion is the same evety where X very re¬ 
luctantly enter upon tbe subject! Religious 
disputes 1 have always considered ihd great¬ 
est misfortunes any country could experi¬ 
ence. 1 must, however, beg leave to state 
to your Lordship what 1 have always found 
to be the conduct and faith of the Catholic. 
X need not sppak of bis attachmenf to and 
respect for an oath ; were he- less delicate, 
why should he labour under any exclusion 
Dow, or have suffered many years of penal 
restriction. must say I neger heard a Ca¬ 
tholic wish lor the overthrow of tlufc, Protes¬ 
tant establishment, and setting up'in its place 
one of Iris own religion—this was not, as is 
well ascertained, the object of the promoter 
of the rebellion in 1798? nor do X believe 
it was of the ruffians and ^murderers who* 
disgraced this country on a late occasion.— 
The Catholic is.ready at this moment to sa¬ 
crifice his life, his property, every thing dear 
to him in support of the present constitu¬ 
tion, in defence of that beloved Sovereign to 
.whom your Lordship dqes not seem to think 
we look op with that veneration and grati¬ 
tude which I assure you we do.-The 

Catholic wishes no other family on the 
throne, no other constitution, but certainly 
* wishes to be admitted, whenever it shall be 
deemed expedient, tp a full share in tbe be¬ 
nefits and blessings of that happy constilu- 
tiob 'under Which we live—a participation 
•which, I trust, we have and shall continue 
•to prove ourselves not undeserving of. Ca¬ 
tholic loyalty and allegiance, 1 need not tell 
year Lordship, would oblige ‘every one of 
that persuasion to resistor repel even tbe 
head of the see of Rome, were it possible io r 
suppose that the usurper, who now disturbs 
'tiie peace of the world, would send him here 
With h>< invading army. My Lord, the 
ddcurine of allegiance is perfectly under- 3 
Woodland unceasingly preached by the Ca¬ 
tholic clergy. 1 have just seen an address 
In , ti|e newspapers, from Dr. Coppi tiger to 
Ms flock at Cloyne, in which Catholic prin- 
tciples and allegiance are much more fully 
explained and Inculcated than I could at¬ 
tempt doing. The late exhortation of the 
Hey. Dr.TVoy, in Dublin, yoor Lordship 
hit probably seen, and his character for dis¬ 
tinguished loytitor i» known t» every one. 
In 179S, when Hoche’s .fleet were in £an- 
1 fy Bay, this Rev. Dr. Moylan pnWklied «a 
zdorcu to pk 'people in 'Cork, for whist, 
had; the Prench landed* bn would nodoobt- 
«dly have lost^his held, Mfeiy, nry Lord, 
solemn pledges and distinguished Mia of < 
loyalty am tile beat proofs that can be given. 
— I have* toy tafd, taken t|» liberty qf 
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stating your Lordship what I, consider 
Catholic principles and Catholic conduct. 
Standing in the situation I do, 1 fed it my 
dura to ,vindicate ti\e Catholics from any 
unfavourable’opinion entertained 1 . That yonr 
Lordship should know anti properly appre¬ 
ciate their sentiments and conduct is my 
only aim, and tibuld be, X am sure, highly 

gratifying to them.-1 beg pardon for 

trespassing so long on your Lordship; but 
when there is a question of tbe conduct and 
opinions of so large a portion of his Majes¬ 
ty's subjects, at a time that every man. is 
wanting to defend the empire, you will, I 
trust, excuse me ; and I think I could not 
give your Lordship a better proof that I 
shall endeavour to merit the good opinion 
you are so kind as to entertain of me, which 
I hope 1 shall never forfeit.- &c. $c. &c. 

(Signed) Fingail. 

Duhhn, Aug. Si, r8o3. 

Mv Lord, —Myny parts ot your Lordship’s let¬ 
ter have given me much pain. I have no doubt 
that your Lordship has every reeling of Christian 
charity towards those who differ from you in re¬ 
ligious opinion; but I have daily expei itney, that 
the same charity does not prevail among-1 a gieat 
many who profess to be of the same religious per¬ 
suasion,at your Lordship. 1 am fully persin.itd 
that the want of Hue Christian chanty, sne to¬ 
wards the other, has been the real cau-e ot all tbe 
unfortunate events which have ot laie disgrat.nl 
this country; and I mink i. the duty ot every 
man, however he may ditfer in points of faith 
from others, to endeavour to impress the great 
doctrine of Christian chari y on tbe minds of all, 
as the ouly means of restoring ptare to this dis¬ 
tricted country. Your Lordship „»ems to ima¬ 
gine that those inhabitants ot lieland, who adhcio 
in matters of faith to the doctrines of the Sec of 
Rome, are disposed to discontent; because, as 
your Lordship is flcnud to express yourself, they are 
net admitted to a full share of the benefits aud 
blesfings of the happy constitution under which 
they Jive. If your hardship means they are dis¬ 
contented, because they are not admitted to be 
members of either house ot Parliament; orttf hold 
certain great offices; or because they ate txthtdtd 
fnt » the throne ; 1 must confess, 1 cannot believe 
that tltt lower ordcit of the people in Ireland, 
(amongst whom the fermqit principally prevails, ' 
h jive any anxiety on the subject, except as it «»"y 
be raised ( jn thrir minds by others; and yodr 
Lordship mutt riluvr that no disturbances, of the 
same description, are excited amongst tht Quakers, 
who certainly arc liable to more disabilities, for 
conscience sake, than those of which your Lord¬ 
ship complains. 1 am afraid, or rather, I am 
pet sodded, that the ditfbrence arises from the dif¬ 
ferent temper glveil to their minds bytnek reli- 
gjl mi iuL pctors; that the Quaker is taught to 
live in chatjty with all men, whilst those who 
follow thoSee of Rome are unfortunately taught a 
very confined charity, being toU they are exclu¬ 
sively members of the church of Christ t. mid 
those whose bunds have-not been, enlarged by 
education or habit, f«tl k difficult to conceive 
hpw those, whom 1 hey are mugfit totooridcr a* 
not mepsbers of the church, ink be deemed Chris-. 
tiaas; itiid accordingly, ynufaLordsbip frill find, • 
upon Inquiry, that the appettfttyuW heatbeai*. 
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applied by those, to every Protcsunt. Ifthpse | 
who are considered, a* hold mg a higher rank in the 
priesthood used their influence to correct this im¬ 
pression on the- minds of the iosver ordeu, we 
might hope, that by degrees they might be taught 
to consider All who believe in Christ as their Re¬ 
deemer, though not adhering to the See of Rome, 
as their brethren in Christ l hut unfortunately 
that is not the case. Dr. Tvfot in his pastoral in¬ 
struction on the duties "of Chr&tian chiaena.jjuti- 
lished in 1793, holds up high, the exflurivedoc- 
trioej^which those tv ho think humility a Chris¬ 
tian virtue, in all respect* most becoming so weak 
' and fallible a creature as man, cannot out consi¬ 
der as favouring of presumption. ‘Dr. Hussey, in 
his pastoral letter, published in 1797, expresses 
himself in a stronger language; and, indeed, it is 
difficult for a loyal subject to gead that publica¬ 
tion, without feeling, that, especially at the time 
of its appearance, it could not tend to produce 
loyalty, or even submission to the government of 
the country, in the minds of those to whom it 
was addressed. Whilst suefl impressions, so ex¬ 
cited, are lankling in the minds ot men, very little 
regard can be paid to addresses of the nature to 
ivhich y.iiu Lordship refers me. They are given 
to the winds, as long as the ptiests ot the See of 
Rome shrill thiqk fit to hold up to their flocks, 
that all whs do not yield obedience to that See, 
are guilty of rebellion against it; are not to be 
’ contideied as mem has ot the church of Christ; 
and therefore an- not (in the eyes of the vulgar at 
least) to He considered as Christians. I am fully 
persuaded, that those who listen to their doc¬ 
trine^ will never bear Christian charity toward* 
those who are so represented ; and will never be 
loyal and dutiful subjects of a king, thus held out 
to them -s himself a rebel.—-In fine, my Loid, 
thtise who clamour for liberty of conscience, 
(which in truth they have), must be taught to al¬ 
low liberty of conscience toothers; and those who 
desire complete participation, must treat those 
with whom they desire to participate as brothers. 
Until, therefore, the prieats of the Romish persua¬ 
sion shall think it their duty to preach, honestly 
and conscientiously, the great doctrine of universal 
charity in Christ; uutil they shall, in alt their in- 


honcttly and conscientiously, all who austerely 
believe in CliriiR die Redeemer of mankind, to 
be brethren i% Christ, however mistakes they 
may suppose any of them to be is certain points 
of faith; until they shall teach their flocks that 
desiridfc liberty to think for themselves, they 
ought also to permit others to think for them, 
stives, and not to murder them, because they dia¬ 
ler in religious opinions; pcafce never can DC es¬ 
tablished in the land; and the loydltddretac* of 
Dr. Troy and Dr, Coppingcr wilf, as I hate before 
said, be given to the winils. They can have no 

? fleet; they may indeed reach the eyes or the ears, 
at never will enter the hearts, of those to whom 
they we addressed. There are parts of Your let¬ 
ter to flinch | will npt advert. Because 1 cannot 
. without pain, or without giving pain.——1 have 
(he honour to he, dx. &c. RgoitDALi. 

- Amut *7,1803. 

JWy Roaiy—I lied indeed much concern that 
fay part of the letter f had the honour of.atf- 
yfrcssitigto your Lordship, should have given you 
pain, you need norf I hope, my Lorfl, auy as¬ 
surance tltai nothing could be more foreign to 
%y intentions. Tip* 1 took*the liberty of *e- 
Quetting Mr- Wkjiuun, whom 1 had the honour 
'.pf seeing this y&ing, to do me ctac favour of 


mentioning to your Lordship on the ekrtiest occa¬ 
sion. I merely stated to your Lordship what my 
own feelings were, and what 1 have always found 
to besthe opinion of the Catholics. X do not ap¬ 
prehend; tnat in expressing any further wish Of 
the Carbolic body, whicjji it is impossible should 
not he entertained, I hinted at any discontents; 
on the contraiv, 1 did assure, and do now a (Sore 
you* Lordship, we are now ready to make every 
sacrifice,encounter every danger, for the defence 
of the King and Constitution, and for the presem 
vation of the peace. Those who are most affect¬ 
ed by any remaining restrictions’, it is well known 
have never excited clamour or tumult; hut have 
always been foremost in opposing them; 1 can¬ 
not attempt to vindicate ail those who have at 
different time* addressed the Catholic*; but the 
tare exhortations, I must beg leafe to say, -are in¬ 
tended hh<* calculated to inspire sentiments of 
loyalty, obedience, and Christian* ebaritv V and 
they will, 1 trust, have that effect. Such haw 
been the instructions I have constantly heard 
given by the Catholic clergy to their flocks—No- 
|r thing to excite ill-wifl or dislike to any person 
on account of his religious belief, but the most 
.perfect brotherly love and affection to all Yonr 
Lordship will, 1 hope, allow me to repeat my re¬ 
gret that any thing 1 have written should Save 
given you pain, or me reason to (cel it,, which I 
should iu a- very higli degree indeed, if I was 
conscious of having intentionally advanced any 
thing that would appear improper or unreasona¬ 
ble to your Lordship.-1 have the honour to 

be, 2cc. Fincacu 

Dublin, s8 th slug. 1803. 

Mr Lo*d, -'The high respect and esteem X 

beat for your lordship, whose loyalty and huma¬ 
nity have been at all times conspicuous, and the* 
manner in which your logdship, in the letter with 
sfhich I was honoured yesterday, has expressed 
your regret, that any part of you* former, letter 
should have given me pain, compels me again to 
trouble your lordship with a few words. The pain 
i feit arose from an apprehension that I could not 
hope for met a change tin the tentfhunti of thou of the 
people of IrclJM, who adhere to the Sec of Rome, towards 
time who refuse obedience to it, as might lead to their 


structions to those under their care, represent, i living together in peace. In some parts ot* Europe, 


misfortune appears to. have produced so much of 
humility, that the persona, who have occupied the 
choice of tlut See, have bees iuclhied to bend to¬ 
wards countries in. which some of its most impor¬ 
tant pretensions have been tejected; and in this 
state of humiliation, it migbg have been hoped 
that a sense of the weakness and imperfections of 
man.fuight have been smfar felt, as to teadthe ad- 
heicnts to that See, In Ireland, no longer to teach 
their followers a doctrine so repugnant (as it ap¬ 
pears to me) to the repose of mankind, as rhat to 
which I had alluded in my letter. I conclude from 
your lordship’s letter to me, that there if no per¬ 
son amongst the adherents of the See ft Rome.iR 
Ireland, whosy mind, however cultivated, how¬ 
ever liberal in Bfj&ir "respects, can’be thought <jo 
consider any persons*as Christians, who refuse 
obedience to Jhat See. I conclude aUo, th*t tjhe 
priests of that persuasion still teach their flock»t 



produae their eternal f 

world, and render them object* of horror and dis- 
Hfefc in this. As long as tnt* docttjne (which, with 
alb humility I say it, appear* to sm to be repug¬ 
nant to every idea of Christian charity taught by 
the scriptum) *ha|l he pleached to their congre- 
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ghtions; and until those eoueregtti<mi shall be 
taught tint Protestant* of #nry dncriptiOR, ul* 
though in theit opttihm m yno oo rtf-taw gointa, 
are to be consideredatttuMhcr* of Ac Churrh of 
Obtitt, and tioftr brethren the fctih of Christ, it 

seem* to wt,ti 4 &trtdkbi* haft that ndtetpim 
fit * fnwltni g*xnt*mt»t *ttt 
k "*JwA f# ‘dacation and property 
wy MMi obedience to »och a guvero- 

ftent to be pfbher, or at least vepeJuM \ but 
> pretcMngto men of the lower ordm, 4jpd eipe- 
efyUf to Thoie without property, »<»> * Ity and nbe. 
Afnee, agder such circumsta* ces, wiwf it unrfre, 
Without yippOMQg theif minds of a refinement oi 
wtdeluhe ate utterly incap ihle; and seems there¬ 
fore to me to be either moek-yer fihy, Perhaps 1 
am t«) pretumptuou in forming ♦In', opinion, bty 
it seemi to me conf rmctl hy recent evf ■*«, and 1 
cannot orherwjsc account for the ten so generally 
assert'ed by the priests of the RnnuJi persussmo, 
that dm mg the late rebellion, their exhorratuuis 
to loyalty and obedience had no effect I finj it also 
Confirmed by the circumstances, that (host pnt^t^ 
were, 1 presume, utteilv ignorat^ chat those under 
their instructions had ever eoiicmed in their 
minds ihe homd put poses « i el ttev man Jest, i tit 
the zieiof JJy, anti tuki h ptutli 11 nr fa • a t puts 'f 
I) e/an i « ttb at ign to effei f. —— I liavt the honour to 
he, dktf. R tor so st*. 

!> ept .\, 1803 

Mr Loao,——I must beg youi loidsbip wll be 
kind enough to excuse my not having sooner ac¬ 
knowledged the receipt i f the list letter you did 
mo the honour to addre s me, which has been oc¬ 
casioned by my absence from town for some dajs 
past. Honoured as I must feel by sour lordship's 
r corrc'pondence, and the expiessions ot persotyil 
regard towards me contained in your letteis, 1 am 
thd moie anxious to Mfipress your loidship wyh 
that favourable opinion of the persons in this 
coiftitry who profess the same religions faith 1 do 
myself, which it has keen my endeavoui to prove 
to your lordship they arc desers ing of Nothing 
but my wish to pnocure tor them an object so de¬ 
sirable, and my high ri*p-ct fot^ur hxdthip, 
would have induced me 1 > touch at all on a dis¬ 
cussion -of id giom subjects and not having 
been, I fear, fortunate enough yet to satisfy your 1 
lordship's mind, as to the objections you make to 
our religion, I ghoul i b. glad, with your lordship’s 
permission, to state them to some ot our supeiior 
clergy, who would, I am pretty certain, enable me 
tp convince your loidship, that our religions doc-' 
trine preaches chanty and brotheily love to all 
maukifid, without distinction of teligion; true 
and sincere allegiance to our good king; ( invioIx- 
hJWpttachmeut to the constitution and our coun¬ 
try; from am honest and conscientious conviction 
that such is the sluty of a good subject, and a good 
catholic, be the reugi >u of the Monarch what U 
may. For my own part, my lord, I cannot atrrt- 
l>nte the unfortunate situation of tlm country*to 
‘any thing connected with matters of religions 
faith; jacobinism and French principles and po¬ 
litics, the want of morality, and the depraved 
etate of the bupua mind, are, > conceive, the 
eources of out mnsfoitauea j religion nuy have 
been made a tooj by wicked and designing people: 
this has often happened in every Country, and ts 
easily effected when religion* difference* exist. 
*fhe distracted end melancholy state wo ere in, 


every body must lament 5 how it is to be needed 
it a matter for the s#rtd*m*n 1 and-surely it would 
be diflieub tp find est,#bjeet mart nwthy of your 
lordship’s high t >( t- *<t and, nWhtiesat—»i have the 
honour ip be* Ac. , «Pik0au.. 

R» ’Wtiv—di DMtfipat it ff^dmliked u 

with thepeftou ifikAfttymtnilfMiihtpotgty 
you snentuw. } m§ bptar *»y* t *4 the iwprtmion 
made on ,‘bcaiusds *£ those of the InWsr oWtis, 
certainly doe* not cm respond Wab thi ripen wet 
-which your loidship mteeunti to be (he doetihies 
of the teligion you profess. 1 have n»doubt that 
yonr lordship i heartily aod tom'cteuyou.ly ejn. 
hi ate-, and acts upon those d Unties; the whole 
tenor of your lift slitws that y it have done so; 
but th^ whole tenfti ot the conduct ot the InWtr 
coders of the people of the Romish put. us stun 
shews, th„t muIi duett nts aie not tllceturlly 
taught to tbtm; and if 1 sni to judge bum the 
wining*, a* util as*the conduct ot some of the 
higher orders ot the lait), as well as ut the clergv, 

1 cannot believe th it thr, arc thoroughly nnpre - 
ed with the feeling, which ,(jear to guide jour 
luid.lop’, Iilxial,anii benefkuit mind —Ou the 
com,any, in manj instances it appear# to me, tlut 
the conuurt ut Mina high amongst fhe priesthood, 
is calculated to excite in the minds ot those under 
their care, hatred to the r piotestaof lellow-sub- * 
jects, and disloyalty to their government 1 »m 
.ssuutl, from very high and very respa table an- 
llioiity, that fat least rn one district) the pi testa 
who were instiumcuttl in saving the livusnf the 
loyalists in the late rebellion, aic universally dis¬ 
countenanced bv their supenois, and that a puest 
piovcd to have been guilty ot sinctiunmg the 
murdcrei* m 1798, ti insported to Butaoy Bay, and 
since pardoned by chi meuy of goveinroent, has 
been brought back in timmph by the same supe¬ 
rior, to wh u in defianre ot the law he calls / t 
fati 1 », and the e placed as a martyr, m a manner 
the most in ulting to the feelings of the prote,- 
tarns; to the lustice of the countiy; and to that 
government, to who.e fenuj he owes his redemp¬ 
tion from the punishment due to his aimrs. -It 

is strongly leported, that the successor to Di. 
Hussey (whose disaffection was so manifest, that 
perhaps government ?oo*ultedqgts disposition to 
Unity much more than us duty, when it permuted 
him to return to Ireland) is to bk a man also no¬ 
toriously disaffected. If Ihe appointment ts to he 
made m the usual manner at the ramtunendation 
of the higher aider of yonr clergy? 1 cannot think 
ihat much of loyalty u to it txfttttdftom thou wit ,ir- * 
eemmndtdiuch a man, K th^authority of the 9ee of 
Rome suptf sedes the ordinary recommendation, ft 
must be recolleofed that that anthouty is uow m 
the hands of France; indeed it catpior he forgot¬ 
ten that your whole pmflhood acknowledge obe¬ 
dience to one who is the vassal of France, who 
exite as a temporal prince at leaf! only by the 
permission of France, the avowed enemy of the go¬ 
vernment under which we live; under such cir- 
cumftaaces, it cannot be believed, that any honest 
aod tonteitntMtt means have been or mill it taken 
by the pried* vt the Romish per suasion to uukt; 
the lower hn-dert Of the people, composing these 
congregations, loyal subjects of the PiWttant go¬ 
vernment of this countryr—-I bsve the honour 

Jo be, *c. Ac. lUt&EisiLs, 

ipMsoik 
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*• be said, that, in the prewar suie Of the country, it is wrong to lay Hefute ihe Public sodatba 
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Ott VOLUNTK£RS. 

Extracted from Observations on the present 
State of Ireland, by bard Sheffield ; pub¬ 
lished January, 1785. 

Page 300. It is now necessary to go back 
to the year 1778 , to take police of a phe¬ 
nomenon which began to appear about that 
time. The like never has been observed in 
any countty, at least where there was an 
established government. To describe it 
strictly* it may be called an army unautho¬ 
rised by the laws, and uncoutrooled by die • 
government of the country ; but it was ge* 
nerally known by the name of “ Volunteers 
of Ireland." Their constitution bore some 
semblance of a connexion with the execu¬ 
tive power; and arms, belonging to the 
state, and stored under die care ot the lieu¬ 
tenants of counties, were delivered to them 
upon the alarm of foreign invasion. So far, 
therefore, they seemed to be countenanced 
by government; but in a short time they 
caused no little jealousy and uneasiness. The 
arms issued from the public stores wcr<j in¬ 
sufficient to. supply the rapid increase of the 
Volunteers. *he rest, together with the 
necessary accoutrements, and a considerable 
number of fold pieces, were procured by 
thennefves. Tit answered the purpose of op- 
»portion in both countries to speak highly oft 
tljfem, and the supporters of government in 
both countries mentioned theu^ with civility. 
Sec. Si c. 3cc. m 

Page 362. Under these circumstances the 
Volunteers, preserving, for a time, a degree 
of reserve and decency, kept at a pertain 
distance* but were never entirely out of 
sight. They had been serviceable in sup¬ 
porting the civil magistrate; fewer castles, 
houses, or lands, were kept by forcible pos¬ 
session ; and sheriffs were enabled to do their 
duty, &c. Sec. &c. . 

■ But the many-heM :.l monster soon began 
. to,think it would *e proper to reform the 
ajtate, abd to purse the Parliament of Ire¬ 
land. The *mvj<S 1 coma sent Relegates, 
Von. V. * 


who sometimes appeared to be the dele¬ 
gates of counties, “they formed a Parlia-. 
meat of their own; they resolved what they 
•jfleased, and, of course, that the other Parlia¬ 
ment was a tfkd one. So far every tiling 
•went on as might be expected, &c. &c. See. 

Page S 70 . The good order which at first 
prevailed in these corps, is not less extraor¬ 
dinary than their rise and progress ; but it 
is to be imputed to the good disposition of the 
generality of the members , not to the nature 
of tbeir constitution. It serins miraculous that 
no mischief has yet happened. The mildness 
of government, and the good temper of the 
army, have done *heir part. None more*— 
likely, however, to be jnided, than men col¬ 
lected as tb ( y have been, contriving a high 
opinion of tbeir consequence Bud strength. 
They are liable to be per vetted, and turned 
to die worst purposes; and in almost every 
instance of the kind it has proved so. IfcU 
meaning mebfwbo may at one time be at their 
head, may, at other times, fad themselves 
without authority, and at length be obliged to 
give way to those whose business is to inflame 
and pervert. The young and active, and 
those who are not in the habit of thinking^ 
•will be led from one deviation to another, 
till at last they are advanced too far # to go 
back; and some, otheawise respectable men, 
who have something to lose and little to 
gain, will repent of their attempts, to assist 
themselves at elections by volunteering, or 
through the medium of an affected good 
wj]l towards reform. All that is Hinted at 
may not happen; yet most assuredly, some 
of tl»e politicians of Ireland are playing with 
most dangerous two-edged weapons. Such 
measures do* not become them: such are 
foe ladders on which the otherwise insignir 
ficant and vicious members-of society, or 
nnsti of desperate situations, mount, and 
with contempt look doYvn on ihe miserable 
.tools, through whose folly they were ena- 
i bled to ascend, Stc. Src.prc: 

I Pape 3/4. However unpleasant, these are 



matters highly proper, as well as necessary, to 
he stated-, and he who endeavours to unfold 
thefatal iometfutnces of Treasures, the outside 
of which may appear fair,' is the real friend 
iO a country. 


* TO. THE EDI TO*. 

St*, —*~$o many instance# of tBe mis¬ 
conduct of the volunteers, have bem re¬ 
corded of late in your Register, that I did 
pot think it necessary, to add to the dis¬ 
graceful list, by giving you an account of 
ihe proceedings of the Ewell i»Sps> f 
vainly hoped it would have passed off, 
Without attracting tffe public notice; but, 
there having appeared 1 in your .Register of 
die 4th inst. a letter signed C.S., 1 mujt 
take the liberty, injustice to giy neighbours,* 
to point out to you some inaccuracy in that ( 
statement. However highly reprehensible 
the conduct of the men has on tome occa¬ 
sion been, yet, it is pot just that a larger 
.portion of obloquy should be thrown on 
them than they really deserve. In doing 
this, X must not be considered as defending 
the system j it it a system, which 1 depre¬ 
cate as strongly as you can do; it is a s\s- 
fem, which 1 am persuaded, if not speedily 
’and radically amended,Vill be productive 
0f evils to this country, more tremendous 
than X dare to think of. The tenour of the 
letter I allude to, undoubtedly tends to 
Convey to those unacquainted with the 
.Corps, an idea,.that it is nn extremely dis¬ 
affected one; nothing tess caq be inferred 
from if. It is to obviate that impression 
alone, ihat must apologize for my tutruding 
4>n you. The letter asserts, t;bat the oath* 
pf allegiance was generally, if not tohelly, re¬ 
fused, when it was tendered to them. This 

positively and most unequivocally deny. 
.The oath was taken by every individual in* 
*(jjhec*rp$. It was the rcketihm of that oath, 
.containing the additional words “ heirs apd 
successors’' which was objected to. 
Having tdfcn one oath, they considered a 
teconsfunnecessary, and thought it a re¬ 
flection, on their honour, that their loyalty to 
King's heirs should be doubted; and, 

. most abstirdfy supposed, that it was a de¬ 
ception j and, that it was intended to trick 
fhem into a something, they kpew not what. 
All arguments id convince them to the con¬ 
trary were then useless. At the same time 
they refqSed to sign the regulations, which 
wtre fhen offered them, under the same 
ide*. These regulations Were merely in- 
'fended to promote the discipline of thin 
corps, without binding them to any thing 
$t$re» ■ Qtt dtfy some decree of commoUou 
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ensued, which was quieted by postponing 
the consideration of the matjer to a future 
day. , On the day appointed to pay them 
the twenty shillings allowed them by go¬ 
vernment for drill days, the feguiations were 
again offered .for signing. Thirty-eighs 
put their bands, Sthc rest persisted in refu¬ 
sing n, and eighteen, mark, only eighteen, threw 
up their clothes, •with much insolence; 
not into the hbuse of the person alluded to, 
but at the Bull Head Inn, where the com¬ 
mittee was then sitting. Some of.the sen¬ 
ders, I cannot say how many, for I myself 
saw onjy two, stuck a bit of blue ribband in 
their hats, but I was not a witness of any 
parading, or other marks of triumph.—All 
this was ccitainly extremely improper, and 
highly reprehcnsiBlr, but it must not be 
placed to the account of disaffection; it ori¬ 
ginated in another cause, and which is no¬ 
torious to every inhabitant of Ewell. An 
unfortunate prejudice prevailed against the 
gentleman who was proposed for their cap¬ 
tain. He bad bton a captain in the service, 
of the East India Company, and it was sup¬ 
posed by the men, that the rigour necessary 
|* to regulate a ship's company, would in¬ 
fluence his conduct in the command 9 f the 
corps. He was, however, appointed, not¬ 
withstanding strong symptoms of aversion 
were manifested at the nomination, a cir¬ 
cumstance which has been productive of 
much ill-humour among the men, and much 
insolence to himself, and whifh nothing but 
the utmost forbearance, and a strong sense 
of the duty he owed his country at this tre¬ 
mendous crisis, could ever have induced 
him to submit to. This prejudice has never 
abated; for, you Sir, who are so good a 

J 'udge of human nature, must be sensible, 
ow extremely ditlicult, n^y, I may say, 
how impossible it is to eradicate a prejudice 
from an uninformed mind. This prejudice, 
whether well or ill-founded, appears to have 
•been the cause of the irregularities the cosps • 
have been guilty of. X mutt here complafp 
of C. S.’s wsftt of candour in his letter. He 
has stated, that o« the regulations being 
proposed to them, “ they threw tftV What 
does this .mean, but the whole cwjis f. Can 
the most ingenious sophistry apply any 
dthftr meaning to the expression ?*I again 
repeat? that eighteen only of 120 " threw 
“ up." Either «C. S. is ignorant; of the 
real cinyKiuteiute* of the case or he is not. 
If the latter, what is the inference f I leave 
my readers to judge.. Since the date of 
p. $.*s letter, .many « the men have re¬ 
pented of their conducts and have ijgqsd 
the regulations, and tlwre are strong ren¬ 
soul tor supposing tharKhc greatest paff 
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will follow their example, and I truic that 
if the necessity should unfortunately arise, 
they will not be found any ways inferior to 
their fclloV countrymen in loyalty and cou¬ 
rage. I hope, $>ir, that this plain statement 
ot tacts, will remove the imputation of dis¬ 
affection, which C. S. apparently, hqs en¬ 
deavoured to throw on them; on no other 
groupd do I endeavour todefend them; and, 
as to the eighteen secedersj who have so 
basely deserted their country in the hour of 
danger, 2 hold them up to the detestation of 
their country, and leave tnem to the con¬ 
tempt and to the indignation which their in¬ 
famous conduct so rich'y deserves,-I am. 

Sir, yours, &c.. Observer. 

Ewell, Feb. jtA 1804 . m 


CORPS DIPLOMaTIAUE. 

Sir,—O f all the absurdities and errors 
which have.characterised the conduct of the 
present administration, the neglect they have 
, manifested in not correcting a fault of their 
predecessors in office, is not the least re¬ 
ntal kable. I mean. Sir, the appointment of 
inefficient persons to fill the post of minis¬ 
ters St foreign courts, as well as adopting 
some mode whereby the shameless false¬ 
hoods propagated all over the Continent in 
disparagement of this country should be 
effectually met and refuted.—-Regarding 
the first, may it not fairly be asked, has any 
circumstance occurred in the politics of Eu¬ 
rope within these late years, to render the 
employment of talent and genius less neces¬ 
sary now on our part in the diplomatic de¬ 
partment, than in the days of Lord Chatham 
and Lord Chesterfield ? Yet it is in every 
one’s memory, how mffch importance the 
latter of these ifatesmen annexes to the edu¬ 
cation, manners, and studies of those who 
aTe degined^fco fill the station of ministers at 
foreign courts; his sentiments are fully de- 
* tatted in his letters to his son, and are welT 
Worthy the perusal of the present Secretary 
of State for the Foreign Department. But 
In lieu of any attention whatever being paid 
to this selection, it should appear, that the 
abovfr gentleman considered the office as 
merely a sinecure for the provisioning soiqr. 
favourife clerk. At a moment when intrigue 
and cabal is the order of-the day in every 
foreign cabinet, when ePery art and false¬ 
hood is devised Which wickedness tan im?- 

S 'ote, to sap and shake the foundation of 
reat-Britain, by destroying all confidence 
in fear integrity ajp faith, we send over 
yjong gentleroenJwho, at 'capping vend, 
would, perhaps, bp equal to any of their op¬ 
ponents, to'er^jifeate the mischief already 


effected against us, and by the discernment, 
political utquirenftnti and elegance of man¬ 
ners .which they-possess, to effectually coun¬ 
teract all the machtavelian workings of a 
Segur, a Sieyes. or any veteran of Gallic di¬ 
plomacy.-To a court of all others the 

most our interest to gain a comro) over, wa 
continue in office a most worthy admira 4 
hot one who has not the 'smallest preten¬ 
sions to the character fif a courtier; to ano¬ 
ther court, where intrigue and delicate con¬ 
duct are particularly requisite, we send a 
^gentleman, Who will, no doubt, give the 
world*a very good account ou his return Of 
Greek antiquities, buj who is about as much 
a match for Gen. Brttne in the Divan, as 
that gentleman is to him in a translation of 
, Persius. But it is unnecessary to particu¬ 
larize further^and I will say a few words on 
, the other subject 1 complain of, namely, thfe 
total disregard to the opinions of the whole 
Continent with respect to this country in 
general, but more particularly her plunging 
Europe again into a disastrous warfare. - ; - ' 
Sir j Lord Hawkesbnry has been told, to iffy 
knowledge, and from excellent authority, 
that from one end of Germany to the other, 
the press teems with atrocious*- calumnies 
against England, which from never being 
contradicted, gain Implicit belief in propor¬ 
tion as we are belied; the conduct and 
views of the French are exal^d up Kv the 
skies, all the evils flowing from the war are 
imputed to os, while the perfidious measures 
of France are represented* as merely neces¬ 
sary precautions on her part, to check the 
overgrown power we have assumed, in con- 
, tinental affairs 5 this is a fact notorious, and 
thus, by the means of the foreign press, we are 
at this moment objects of universal hatred, 
and I fear, contempt. Has any measure been 
r taken to administer a counter poison 1 None! 
Is it not apparent that a few thousand 
pounds, judiciously expended, wouhPcreate 
us sdnje partisans, af least, and tliat gross 
mis-statements, should be publicly refut¬ 
ed, and the public mind insensibly l<*d to 
think less meanly of this country, and less 
favourably of our insidious foe? Yet, so 
pafltry, so wretchedly economical is Mr, 
Addington's system, that the same causes 
that induced him and his colleagues to order 
ah the guo-eases and barrack furniture to 
be sold after the treaty of Amieoa, still ope¬ 
rate t» prevent 1 recourse to’tbe measure I 
propose, though these ninny-hammers might, 
I should have thought, bavedenown the effi¬ 
cacy of it from the benefit? they derive 
* from newspaper and booksellers’ good-will, 
owing, as they do, entirely the preservation 
of their present stations to it A. W. 

I 2 
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TO THE E3>|T08. 

Si*,—I cannot bat admire the c ingrpious- 
neu of your correspondent R B. in the last 
Register, in destroying a bn tiding, to raise 
upon its foundation a superstructure, which, 

. doubtless to his speculating mind, appears as 
solid as the founders of the Property Tax 
Rope that measure will be.—He condemns a 
plan founded,' as he gllows,' upon sound fi¬ 
nancial principles, because the complete ex¬ 
ecution of it may meet resistance fiora 
'**, the,dominion of self-interest;” and he > 
proposes a substitute, by taxing landed and* 
funded property, which recommends itself 
fygbly to him, from ns affecting only that 
species of property which cannot escape 
taxation, if equality of burthens renders ( 
them less obnoxious, it is very desirable to 
Attempt it; and if the selfishness of mdivi- % 
duals makes the result impeifect, the sue 
cess, in a considerable degree, ought, never¬ 
theless, to encourage the porsui ng so excellent 
d principle. By charging the present tax as 
odious and attended with difficulties, he 
shews no knowledge of its pros Lions, and 
were it so, his substitute would be subject 
tSo both objections in all their force :—if the 
disclosure of property creates the odium, he 
"^is not aware that his own scheme omits that 
branch of it, which «s now the most secure 
froip disclosure, by its favorable provisions 
for collecting the duty on profits of trade 
and industry ; and whatever difficulties may 
atise, proceeds ftpncipally from the valuing 
that property which be oners it^Jjeu, as (he 
easiest source of supply. His own mode of 
. estimating lands, &c. by survey, is borrowed 
from the present measure, though those are 
adopted only a* a last resource, in case a 
much easier and more economical method 
should fail. His objection to taxing the pro¬ 
fits of labor, evinces not only a partiality, as 
he himself admits, but would be checking 
industry in one chatindi to throw a prepon¬ 
derance into another, and seems lRat he 
imagines a tax upon lands is wholly uncon¬ 
nected with labor, and the profit of it.—The 
measure now in force embraces the whole 
of R, B.’s suggestions, but extended to the 
view of equalizing the public burthens, by 
involving in them every individual, whose, 
property, however derived, enjoys the pro¬ 
tection and blessings they are the support of; 
slid-there is no doubt, but that in point of 
efficacy, which it cannot be denied govern 
ment from late experiments lias the power 
of prejudging* every expectation will be 
answered.—Y our’s, ike. P. Q. / 

^tb/an. 1804. « 


TO THE EDITOR. - 

Sir,—I n my last 1.pointed out the defect 
of the present establishment of the marine 
corps, in their not having & sufficient num¬ 
ber of field officers. I have now to observe, 
that there is not proper encouragement 
given to the non-commissioned officers.— 
The serjeants in the’ragunents of the, line, 
after serving a'certain number of years, are 
not only entitled to the benefit of the Chelsea 
Hospital, but I believe there is about foqr 
hundred ot them, who have what is called the 
King’s Letter, which amounts to a shilling 
a day tor life. On the other hand, the ser- 
jf-ants of marines, when they are admitted 
into Greenwich Hospital, are on the same 
footing as the privates, there pot being any 
other establishment for them. In order to 
obtain- some little indulgences that are al¬ 
lowed to that class of offictrs iu the navy, 
commonly called petty officers, JShey are un¬ 
der the mortifying necessity, of permitting 
themselves to be rated on the hospital books, 
as boatswain's mates. What a degradation 
to an old soldier, who has bled in the*, cause 
of his country to reflect on, that he cannot 
be permitted to enjoy those comtoits that 
his worn out constitution requires, and that 
his servires ought to have commanded, be¬ 
cause he has fought the .battles of his coun¬ 
try in a red coat, in the room of a blue one ! 

I hope the present Admiralty Board will do 
away such illiberal distinction;, and endea¬ 
vour to procure the King’s Letter tor a cer¬ 
tain number ot them, iu proportion to the 
strength of the corps. — Theie are many ser- 
jeants now serving, who have been in the 
corpts thirty years, and-could not get ad¬ 
mitted into Greenwich Hospital, on account 
of there not being any vacancies; the con¬ 
sequence of which wag, that at the last re¬ 
duction, tlte commanding officers ,of the 
different divisions, very much to their cre¬ 
dit, could not think of throwing on the 4 
world, on^a small pension of nine pounds % 
year, a deserWng class of men, who bad 
served their country faithfully aqd honorably 
for such a length of time. Had they be¬ 
longed to the army, and there had .been 
vacancies of the King’s Letter List, they 
would have been entitled to eighteen pounds 
a year. These'are striking and unjust dis¬ 
tinctions, and lontfly call for reformation.— 
The money the marine corps has paid to 
Greenwich from the year 1755 , until the pre¬ 
sent time, roust be very; considerable ; and 
it is astonishing, ji o alterafion ha» been made, 
in* the regulations of thah.'vpital, in fa vow 
of. a corps, which hat copfiRuted «q much 
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lo the inereae of tlicir fundi, It must cither 
have arose from professional prejudices, or 
the most culpable neglect. From whatever 
cause it hJs arisen, the peculiar hardship, 
and injustice thff corps has suffered, is the 
same, and must be equally disgusting to 
both the officers and men;—I shall for the 
present, Mr. Cobbett, take my leave of this 
subject, in hopes that the Admiralty Board 
will enquire into what I have stated in these 
letters; arid 1 should be happy to hear, that 
tlje new code of marine instructions for the 
guidance of officerson bortrd. were published. 
They are most anxiously looked for J>y the 
whole corps. For fear of injuring the pub¬ 
lic service, I shajl forbear making any ob¬ 
servations at the present critical moment, on 
the situation of the marines, when doing 
duty on board, but will probably resume that 
subject at a future opportunity.—Yours, See. 

11 /A Feb. 1804. - T. S. 


LORD St. VINCENT AND THE NAVY. 

Sir, -In looking over your weekly 

publications, in the last year, I have been 
n good deal struck with two letters dated 
the r^tih Feb. and toth April from Ply¬ 
mouth, signed “ An Englishman,” insett¬ 
ed in your Register of iqth March and 

50 th of April.-It is with truly patriotic 

concern, I find, that these two letters have 
not produced their merited effect. I do 
not mean to say, that the contents of an 
anonymous publication should be so much 
taken for granted, as (0 impress an idea 
that the facts it relates arc founded in po¬ 
sitive truths, iperely because they have not 
been controverted; but, I aver that,the 
circumstances detailed irfthese letters were 
of such a nalu^;, as (taking into considera¬ 
tion also their notoriety) should have in¬ 
duced the minister to make a proper in¬ 
quiry into the truth of the relation: and, if 
**4»Wiad so done, he would not only have as-« 
curtained that the Englishman’s represen- ' 
tution was founded in trutl^ but would 
have discovered also nyich other matter, 
-infinitely stronger than what is contained 
in ,thc^ two letters, which ought to have 
opened his eyes lo the danger of the coun¬ 
try, fro* the mismanagement of the naval 

department.-As it is but too evident, 

that the minister bus nrft made that en¬ 
quiry; or, if he has so done, that he, has not 
properly laid the result of it belore his Ma¬ 
jesty, l have myself taken some pains to 
-ascertain cer^ti faofs respecting the naval 
department, which® shall beg leave to lay 
Before you, in thy hope that they may find 
their way fo.theyKoyal Eye, and meet, in 


the enlightened and discriminating mind of 
his Jltaje-ty, that* consideration which he 
may consider them to merit.—The picture 
which' the Englishman, in February and 
April last, drew of the then stale of mg 
Nwy, of our Dock-yards, and of the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Board of Admiralty, strong 
as it dm at that lime appear, is but a veiy 
faint colouring of the existing circumstance* 
in those respects of the present day.—The 
symptoms of palsy, \?hich then pervaded 
the Dock-yards, are now turned to the 
palsy itself. The same spirjf in the Admi¬ 
ralty, ^Jiich has led to that ('fleet, stifl con¬ 
tinues; but its operation proceeds with a 
redoubled fury. TI 18 conti actors for th* 
supply of the various stores for the navy, 
have, many of them, either withdrawn 
'themselves entirely, or have required such 
extravagant prices for the articles of their 
'respective supply, in order lo indemnify 
themselves against the effects of the more 
than rigid mode of reception exercised by 
the panic struck Dock-yard officers, % as to 
render it impossible for the Navy Board to 
contract with them: and, this has induced 
a necessity, on the part of that Board, for 
departing from the old and wholesome 
mode of supply, by fair and open competi¬ 
tion, under which dur navy has, heretofore, 
flourished ; and of adopting cither the per¬ 
nicious mode of procuring the supplies by 
private commission, or that nicfrc than {Per¬ 
nicious system of manufacturing the arti¬ 
cles in our own Dock-yaaU: the former 
liable to job .and imposition, the latter sub¬ 
ject to faud almost impossible to detect, 
and to enhancing the cost of the arthles so 
•obtained cent, per cent.-That the ope¬ 

rations in the Dock-yards go on so languid¬ 
ly will not appear surprising, when it is 
known, that they arc upwards ot a thou¬ 
sand short of their complement of ship¬ 
wrights and caulkers, besides other artifi¬ 
cer.and labourers, ii# great numbers; b> t 
what (fpcrules even still more powerful y 
to produce this langour, i; what has been 
faithfully described by your o’d correspon¬ 
dent, viz. that fear on the pail of the yard 
officers of exercising tlie smallest discretion, 
that distrust they have of each other as 
well as of those under them, and that sys¬ 
tematic determination, which they p©i- 
severe, arising from an appichension of 
losing.their places, of executing no orders 
but what are defined in the vie.tresl man- 
'ner, and then not in sucli a way as shall be 
most conducive to the benefit ot the ser- 
,viee, but us shall secure them from puni ■!»- 
ment. Hence arises aljiveall tilings that 
short supply ot that very essential article 
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timber, so much complained of;'from the 
deficiency of which, the most dreadful con¬ 
sequences are to be apprehended. J will, 
Sir, mention only one* instance, which has 
lately occurred in respect of the reception 
of timber, and which may afford the means 
of judging how this business is conducted, 
and how the limber merchants ate dealt 
with. , It is ilia practice of the service, that 
when a contractor has a lot of timber to 
send into the Dock-yards, a confidential 
subordinate officer is sent from thence to 
survey it, and, mark such as* is fit for his 
Majesty’s service. . The contract^t/earing 
to incur the ^xpdyse of the carriage of tim¬ 
ber which might be ‘rejected in the Dock- 

J /ard, did, upon this occasion, most earnest- 
y entreat this officer to mark only such as 
he was certain would be received. The* 
officer assured him he would do so for his 
own sake. The timber he thus marked wa i 
conveyed to the Dock-yard. One-third 
•f it only Was received by the yard officers, 
and the other two-thirds rejected, which the 
contractor will have to rake away at a very 
great expense ;■ besides sustaining consider¬ 
able loss from its having undergone, in the 
Dock-yards, the operation of boring and 
squaring, as it .is called, which greatly re- 
1 duces the value of it at /barker.—Now, Sir, 
I could detail to you a great many instances 
of the treatment of the contractors, equally 
vexatious with the foregoing one, alt tend¬ 
ing to prevent the necessary supply not 
only of this Very essential article, but of 
many other articles qf stores equally impor¬ 
tant. From these circumstances, and from 
the deficiency in the complement of artifi¬ 
cers, which has existed ever since Lord Sr.* 
Virtcent, in his visitation, carried his /turgitig 
reform- through the Dock-yards, you will be 
able to judge whether it be possible 10 up¬ 
hold our navy. Bur, added to this, there i# 
the operation of several collateral causes 
which equally tend to the downfall of our 
0qu«Hy arising from rigour imd the 
most mistaken policy, and false economy on 

the part of the Admiralty.-You have 

beard much of the ill-judged ;apidiry with 
which our glorious fleet was dismantled, 
and of the reduction which took place in 
the artificers of the dock-yards; whereby 
the repairs of our ships have been most 
ruinously retarded.' The consequence of 
this ha* been^ that we have sent many ships 
to sea which wanted considerable repair, and 
were laid by for that purpose ; a measure 
unheard of jn the annals of the Admiralty, 
and which might have been avoided, hacj 
•*vot the repuiariofyfor economy, rather than 
the real good of his country, been the object 


of the noble lord’a pursuit. Judge, SirJ in 
what state these ships will return to port, 
after (he winter's cruize off Brest! and'whe- 
tber under the circumstances I have stated, 
it can be expected without'a radical change 
of system, that they can ever again be 
brought into condition, or at least, so as to 
be of any use in the present contest; for in 
six months they must be almost shaken to 
pieces, as a barrel would be that was set 
rolling with a deficiency of hoops upon it. 
And, besides that, wc are prevented fio.m 
proceeding properly in the repairs of our 
ships jn the Dock-yards, no measures have 
been taken for supplying the places of our 
condemned and daily perishing ships, by 
the means of the merchant ship-builders: 
not a single line of battle ship having been 
ordered to be built by them since the pre¬ 
sent Admiralty came into power, excepting 
one only ivithinshis month, which will not be 
completed there three years. Thus while our 
own navy is declining fa.t to ruin, the fleets 
of.Francc, Holland, and Spain, are fostering 
in port, and are all increasing rapidly. ‘ A 
judgment may from this considcimion be 
easily formed, what thr comparative state' of 
this country will be with that of ou\ ene¬ 
mies at the expiration of two years from this 
time, and whst the consequences are likely 
to be, if a change of sy>tcm does not imme¬ 
diately take place; ar, Buonaparte is as well 
informed of the state of our navy and of our 
arsenals, aiui of the effect of the dcarh-chill- 
ing hand which directs their operations, as 
any man at the Admiralty and other Naval 
Boards, and infinitely, better than nine- 
tenths of the Houses of Lprds and Com¬ 
mons, or of the inhabitants of the cities of 
London and Wuitminstrr at large.——— 
Were it not that I am fcarfqjj, of making this 
letter too long for inset,ion in your valua¬ 
ble Register, 1 should lay before yop, and I 
hope the public, through your means, many 
•facts iilustrati’. c of the ill-fated policy, wJ* 
ruinous proceeding of the present Board'pf 
Admiralty, ;ps well in the military as the ci¬ 
vil depaitmem of vhe navy. The opinions 
of the greatest naval commanders on the 
present system of national defence itj,wear¬ 
ing out our fleet, and tiling out the spirits 
Of pur seamen in an useless b’cfckade of 
Brest: The parsimonious system which it 
pursued wiih regard to our naval hospitals, 
and to # the .surgical establishment of the 
fleet: insomuch, that the hcspirals which 
ought, each ot them, to have eight or ten 
assistant surgeons, hate nou^ only two, the 
consequence o 3 f which would be in case 
$n action at sea, that if tlve or six hundred' 
men were to be brought\nto ahem, many 
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of the brave-fellows must perish from the 
want of their wounds being dressed : and* 
insomuch with regard to the fleet, that many 
line of battle ships, instead of having four 
or five, have only two Surgeons; frigates 
Which ought to have three at least, have 
only one, and several sloops have been sent 
to sea without any surgeon at all. These 
would be topics 1 should enlarge upon. Z. 


TO THE EDITOR. 

Extract of the Marquis of Tweedale's Letter to 
Lird Milton, dated IPhitehall, 21 st Se/it .. 
174 -from Mr. Home's Lliitoiy of* the Re¬ 
bellion in the year 1745,^. 309. 

“ That a,ocR5 men, and these the scum 
*' of two or three Highland gentlemen, the 
** Camerons, and a few trif-.es of the Mac- 
“ donalda, should be able in so short a time 
to make themselves masters of the town 
** of Edinburgh, is an event which, had it 
“ not happened, I should never have bc- 
“ lieved possible.” 

* Sir, - 1 enclose a passage from Mr. 

Home’s History of the Rebellion in the year 
1745, that deserves the attention of the pre¬ 
sent iiy. It is an extract of a letter from 
the Marquis of Twcedale to Lord Milton 
in Scotland, when the administration re¬ 
ceived the intelligence of the Pretender 
having taken possession of the capital of 
that part of the island, with a few ragged 
half-armed Highlanders, collected in the 
most savage part of the mountains; it 
came from a ministry whose attachment to 
the constitution, and seal for the service of 
their country has never been disputed, and 
who were deficient in nothing hut vigour 
and ability. It was, pr *|jabh, unconscious¬ 
ly that so simple and ingenuous, yet so full 
a confession oPthe ascendent of activity and 
enterprise over negligence and incapacity 
was penned; surprised from the actors 
.^.ffremselvcs. it strikes more forcibly than laj 
inured volumes composed.by gazing spec¬ 
tators. Similar cause* even in political af¬ 
fairs often prodnee simitar effdtfs; we stand 
on the verge of a much more momentous 
crisis; not the petty insurrection of a few 
Undisciplined mountaineers, but a deluge 
that threatens to sweep us from the number 
of independent nations, should it reach our 
shores and burst the feeble barrieis that are 
exposed to it, it will be little consolation to 
contemplate the astbni#bn»ent*of fftir minis¬ 
ters at the destruction they have occasioned. 
•—‘—Experience spuks a forcible language. 
•There is a pim of /he same book that de* 

' bunds die attentive perusal of the preseflt 


administration 1 *; it is the htrrative of qhe 
proceedings of the Edinburgh volunteers at 
that tidie, • They ire, I presume, the only 
body of th ir kind that can have been called ( 
out to action for more than a century ppst; 
they were precisely the volunteers of the 
present establishment, they expressed the 
same zeal for service, the same desire to 
choose.thcir own officers, the same clamour 
for arms, thc**ame ardour to be led against 
the enemy, and the same want of subordina¬ 
tion ; the parallel happily cannot yet he 
carried farther, but when they were to have 
.proceeded to Sction, they heRl consultations, 
they differed in opinion, they divided, they 
fell imo confusion, they laid down their 
arms, and the enemy entered the.city with¬ 
out opposition. I intended to have added 
•sgme observations, but on consideration, I 
have postponed them; the proper tine is 
snot yet arrived, the defects of the volunteer 
system hare not been yet sufficiently felt, to 
compel the nation to abandon the principles 
on which it has been raised, and resort to a 
national force founded on authority and 
subordination. 1 shall, therefore, conclude 
with two remarks not unsuitable to the pre¬ 
sent moment. Among the great errors in 
respect to that establishment, it is not one of 
the least, to supppse that it is under the 
command or influence of the landted interest; 
that there are some ftoblemen and gentle¬ 
men officers of volunteer corps every tydy 
knows, but so small a proportion that they 
are lost in the multitude, and have no ef¬ 
fect on the general jpirit of«he mass; a vast 
majority ofafcem arc composed of tradesmen 
and inhabitants of towns, or in other, words, * 
,exactfy the French national guards, who, 
pcrhiips, without knowing, or even intend¬ 
ing it, overthrew the monarchy, sapped the 
foundations of all government, and paved 
, the way for all the anarchy and massacres 
of the French revolution.——It isnow about 
tweuty years since Iceland had neatly led 
the wa#to the French revolution from the 
same institution; for a considerable time 
the government hung by a thread, it was 
not without time and precaution that th.s 
volunteers were at last dissolved, and the 
effects arc not effaced to this day. 

tot/i Feb, 1804- Camillbs. 


INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreign.— Intelligence has lately been 
received from Constantinople, slating that 
fresh disturbances has broke out in Egypt, 


* See Home’t History, p. 66 to p- 98. 
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that the Arrnuts and the Arabs have united 
and madethertiHeVvei masters of Alexandria, 
and tliat all die foreign cornu}* and vice-con¬ 
sul*, together with ^iany of the principal 
inhabitant* had fled and taken refuge on 
board the ships in die port.—It has beeq re¬ 
ported, that the Emperor of Russia, in order 
to continue the measures of preparation 
which he recently adopted, has directed an 
additionaHevy of eighty thousand men : this 
■ report, however, is mot authenticated, and 
some other accounts from the Continent 
make no mention of the circumstance.— 
Lucien Buonaparte has a dived at Florence, 
where it has been for some tinfeVsserted, 

1 . that he has gone for the purpose of making 
some overtures of particular importance to 
the Queen Regent of Etruria.—Decresj the 
French Minister of Marine, has just reiurnbd 
to Paris from a tour along tbfe coast to Flush¬ 
ing : immediately on-his arrival he had 
long interview with the First Consul, who, 
It is said, is about to leave the capital for 
two or three weeks, on a journey which is 
not yet known.—It is said in the‘American 
papers, that Mr. Merry, the minister lately 
sent from Great Britain m the United States, 
has involved himself in a dispute with that 
government, in consequence of Mrs. Merry’s 
. insisting to take’precedeace of the ladies of 
the American secretaries of state, war, na¬ 
vy, and the treasury? * 

DoMasTie.—The London Gazette of Sa¬ 
turday the lith inst. contains an order in 
Council, annulling the'Iate order which sub¬ 
jected vessels frtSm New. York, Philadelphia, 
and Alexandria, to quarantine?; thfe iufec- 
* tious fevers which prevailed there some time 
ago, having entirely subsided.—The King, 
has been pleased to grant unto Major Gen. 
David Baird, his royal licence and permis¬ 
sion to receive and wear the badge of the 
Ottoman Order of the Crescent, conferred, 
©n him by the Grand Signior.—It is said, 
that & serious misunderstanding exists be- 
tweetvjLord Hardwicke and Lord Gathcart, 
and that it is of such a nature, that either 
the lord lieutenant or the commander in 
chief must leave Ireland ; the cause of the 
disagreement has not been made public,,— 
In the beginning of last week a man of gen¬ 
teel appearance was arresred at Bath, by two 
-officers of the London police, and btought 
immediately to town, upon a charge of being 
engaged in treasonable practices.—For some 
days past, the King has been much indis¬ 
posed, and is now extremely ill. The Prince 
©f Wales has also been unwell at Brighton, 
but is now returned to Carlton House, and e 
is nearly recovered. * 

M it it * by.— Acsonots are said to have 


been .received from India, of another*des¬ 
perate action being fought between the Bri¬ 
tish and Mahratta forces in-the neighbour¬ 
hood of Surat, which place was, «wiib great 
difficulty, prevented from 'falling into the 
hands of the enemy.—The French troops in 
the kingdom of Naples remain inactive, and 
the preparations which were said to have 
beeu making on the borders of the Adriatic, 
for an expedition to the Morea, have been 
suspended.—At Leghorn the French flag haa 
been taken down hrottl the forts by order of 
Gen. Murat, and that of the King substitut¬ 
ed in its placein the interior of the king¬ 
dom, however, the French still retain the 
command.—In consequence of a proclama¬ 
tion lately issued by the Batavian Minister 
of War to the arnly to be employed against 
England,* the officers of the garrison of 
Amsterdam had a meeting, at which an aid- 
du camp of Gen. Dumonceau, the comman¬ 
der in chief, was present, when it was re¬ 
solved : first, that they wonld all send in 
their resignations unless this proclamation 
was withdrawn ; and secondly, in order to 
convince the world that their resignations did 
not proceed from the fear of any danger at¬ 
tending the expedition, they would, i*.' they 
were thus obliged to resign, offer themselves 
as volunteers in the French army where no 
such regulation existed. These resolutions 
were forwarded to Gen- Dumonceau, and 
being communicated by him to the govern¬ 
ment at the Hague, the proclamation was 
withdrawn.—A copy of a regulation for the 
maintainance of eighteen thousand French 
troops in the Batavian Republic, has been 
sent to ail the magistrates for their iuforma- 
tion d and all their demands which are not 
authorised by this 1 regulation will be re¬ 
fused. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

British Crimtors on the Fre ncfo ,.. 
Funds.—A paper, entitled “ a shqrt 
“ statement of facts relative to claims of 
“ British Creditors on the French Funds,” 
has just been printed and circulated, prepa¬ 
ratory, as it is thought, to some applica¬ 
tion to parliament for redress; and^ it is 
Igith a view of preventing the success of 
any such application, with a view of 
preventing the Mople of this comity , pro¬ 
perly so called, from being burtbened with 
taxes to* make up for the losses of ihose, 
who chose to deposit tbeir wealth, the 
fruits of English labour, in the Funds of 
France, that -these xgmarcr are made. 


• See p, 17S ofUqjrfet*, 
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These Creditors state. First, that, pre¬ 
vious to the French revolution, and, in¬ 
deed, ttU the late war broke out between v 
England and France, they became holders of 
French stock:, the possession of property of 
that sort having been secured to them by 
the commercial treaty between England and 
France, concluded in the year 1786, where¬ 
in it was stipulated, that, in case of war be- 
tween'the two nations, that t|>e subjects of 
each, residing in the dominions of the other, 
should be suffered to remain, during the 
wkr, bn certain conditions, and, in case of 
their being ordered to remove, that " the 
* ( term of twelve months should be allowed 
44 them for that purpose, in order that they 
“ might take away their effects and pro- 
44 perry, whether entrusted*to individuals or to 

** the state.'* - Secondly, the Creditots 

state, that the French government, when 
the war broke out, instead of faithfully 
executing this part of the treaty, threw all 
the British subjects in France into prison, 
and sequestrated all their property, where- 
*upon the British government, as a measure 
of retaliation, and as a security for the Bri¬ 
tish Creditors in France, sequestrated all the 
Frenuk property in England.— Thirdly, 
they state, that, Lord Hawkesbury (that 
44 solid young man,” that 44 safe politician,”) 
did abandon their interests at the peace of 
Amiens; that, in direct contradiction to the 
principle on which Lord Grenville had pro¬ 
ceeded at Lisle, where the property in ques¬ 
tion would, if‘a treaty had been concluded, 
have been amply secured, Lord Hawkesbury, 
notwithstanding a request made to him by 
the Creditors, during the negotiation at 
Amiens, neglected to make a positive stipu¬ 
lation in their favour, in that treaty* the 
consequence of which was, that, while the 
French CreditBrs in the English Funds, 
immediately received, even without applying 
for it, the full amount of their interest as 
g mJItf ll as their principal, the English Credi-. 
tars in the French Funds received such a 
portion only as 44 the arbitrary and unjust 
“ government of France was pleased to be- 
“ stow on them.” Tfiey were, it seems, 
toon informed, that the treaty of Amiens 
had no relation to their case; that they 
must b%content to lose the whole arrears of 
their interest, two-thirds of their capital, 
•nd, for the remaining third, must receive 
aft inscription in a five per cent, stock, taken 
,« at par, though the price tvas then fifty 
per centum. So that, according to this pth- 

{ msition, a Creditor for 6,oool. besides the 
qss of all his^nterqw, found his capital re¬ 
duced to i,opo 1 . Some persons, in despaif, 
Accepted o£ then* terms \ but 44 their conS- 


44 pliance was useless to preserve even * 
“ tfreck of their property, for they could 

44 » neVer obtain a farthing,” - Fodsth- 

ly, they state, that other Creditors, whs 
did not despair'of the honour and justice of 
the English ministry, applied to Mr. Merry, 
the English resident at Paris, for protection 
against.'this injustice. Mr. Merry pro¬ 
mised tp. apply for instructions to his go¬ 
vernment, and to make an* application to 
that of'France for the execution of the trea¬ 
ty; but, if any application was ritade by 
him, the French government treated it with 
contempt. Fihding no hope from the ef¬ 
forts of Mr. Merry, the Creditors assem¬ 
bled, in London, in September, i8oj, and 
appointed a committee for the prosecution 
of their claims. This committee waited 
upon Lord Hawkesbury, stated their claim! 
to him, and presented a memorial, calling 
fipr the assistance of their country against this 
injustice and breach of treaty. The memo¬ 
rial was presented about the 20th of Sep¬ 
tember, but no answer was received till the 
itih of January, a space of nearly four 
months, though Lord Hawkesbury promised 
an answer as soon as the opinion of his 
Majesty’s ministers could be taken upon the 
subject. The result of all this was, that 
Lord Hawkesbury (the “ solid young man”) 
did not think favourably of the claim of the 
Caeditors, but promised to write to Lord 
Whitworth to obtain for therajsuch justice 
as they were entitled to. And here it should 
be observed, that, from the papers which 
have (thanks to Buonaparts) been publish¬ 
ed relative <0 the treaty of Amiens, jt ap¬ 
peal s very clearly, that the French plenipoten¬ 
tiary was willing to consent to a stipulation, 
which wou’d have rendered the claim of,the 
British Debtors unquestionable ; but that, 
from the moderation of the noble negotia¬ 
tor, or from that 44 mixture of conciliation 
44 and firmness,” which has characterized all 
the conduct of the “ solid young man” in 
Downing Street, no such stipulation was, ac 
last, inserted in the treaty.— --Fifthly, 
they state, that, notwithstanding the opi¬ 
nion of Lord Hnwkesburjr, Lord Whit¬ 
worth, upon receiving a statement of the 
Creditor's case, presented a vigorous re¬ 
monstrance to the French government, and 
declared, that he would never cease, unless 
prohibited by his government, to demand 
for them the same justice which the Ftench 
Creditors had received in England, and 
which he conceived was due to them by 
treaty; and, in hi* conference with the 
First Consul, ontheaistof February, 1803, 
*as reported by himself to Lord Hawkes¬ 
bury, he says, “ 1 alleged a* 3 can*# 
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* mistrust and jealousy,itbe impossibility of 
u obtaining justice, or any kind of redress 
** for any of his Majesty’s subjects.* He 
asked mb in what respect. I told him, 
** that since the signing of the treaty, not one 
“ British claimant had been satisfied, though 
11 every Frenchman of that description had 
“ been so within one month after'shat pe- 
** riod.” This sturdy behaviour* on tbs 
part of Lord Whitworth, promised, sav the 
Creditors, to produce the happiest effects; 
for, *' 1 proposition was soon after made by 
** Lord Whitworth to M. Talleyrand, and 
4 * accepted by him, on the parf of hia govern* 
** menr, to appoint commissioner^*of both 
** countries' for the liquidation of the 
fl claims of British Creditors; and, this 
V proposition was actually lying before 
oar ministry far tbeir approbation and ttp- 

“ proval, when the war broke out!”- 

Here it is. absolutely impossible to reliaiq 
from observing the effect of vigorous mea¬ 
sure*. This is the only instance, in which 
any things like vigour was shown; and the 
consequence was of the best kind. It is to 
lie feared, too, that this fact, of which the 
public never heard before, will not tend to 
establish the assertions of the ministers, that 
nothing, on their part, would have prevent¬ 
ed the return of war; for, in this case, we 
do find, that the remonstrance of Lord Whit¬ 
worth instantly prddnoed a proposition* so 
favourable to his views in behalf of the Bri¬ 
tish Creditors, that lie forwarded it for the 
approbation of his government, having firet 

approved of it<- himself.--The Creditors 

conclude in a sort of an apostrophe, which 
merits, to be quoted verbatim. "After all 
H this,'’ say they, " what is the relative, 
" state of the French and English funded 
** Creditors ? The former received, at the 
** peace, their whole principal and interest, 
" without even the trouble of applying for 
**'it j and can, at this moment receive their 
** dividends, and se^L their stock, as if they 
. •* Wqjp nativesof this country: the latter, 
**- after repeated applications, both to the 
" French and English governments, have 
** obtained nothing : such of them as 
** went to Paris to prosecute their claipis, 
" and enforce the performance of she treaty 
M of Amiens (and, amongst the rest, their 
** acredittd agent, a gentleman upwards of 
TO years of age), are detained prisoners in 
" Ftance, Hie object of this statement is 
** not-io criminate any man, but to obtain 
® final justice. At the beginning of last 
<r war, the property of Frenchpien in this 
** country w* 5 ts sequestrated, for the purpose, 
" of securing, at the peace, the restoration” 
of English property sequestrated in FraOce. 
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" Is not a debt of three millions* due to suV 
“ jects of England from the French funds 
" an object worthy of the attention of one. 
'* government ? Is it not tbeir,duty to so- 
“ cure those subjects from foreign oppre#- 
" sion ? Are they willing to subscribe to 
" that state of comparative inferiority on our 
" part, which the French are ready enough 
“ to inculcate ? Or, do they think the honour 
" of the country sufficiently preserved by pro- 
“ tea ing our own shores from violation, when 
" not an Englishman can set his foot upon 
" the Continent, without being'subject to 
" contumely, injury, arid outrage ? Surely 
" the* English.’creditors of France have a 
" right to expect from their own country, a 
" fuller measure of justice and protection, 

" at the return ofL peace, unless some impe- 
" rious necessity demands the sacrifice of 
" their interests, for the good of their couu- 
“ try j and, when the interests of indivi- 
“ duals have Been sacrificed for the public 
“ good, the generosity and justice of Great- 
“ Britain have ever been forward to afford 
" the fullest indemnity.”——Yes, where 
the interests of individuals are sacrificed for 
the public good, nobody will deny, that those 1 
individuals have a claim, not upon the gene¬ 
rosity, but upon the justice of the country. 
But, in this case, it is denied, that any such 
sacrifice tor stub purpose has been made. 
Wiiat good could the public, that is to say, 
the people of Grcat-Britain and Ireland, de¬ 
rive from the' abandonment of the private 
rights of these Creditors ? Evidently none. 

If there had been any public good so obtain¬ 
ed; if an island had been ceded to us in 
consequence of such abandonment; if we 
had thereby gained any other concession ; or, 
if it’liad appeared^that peace could not have 
been obtained, without this sacrifice, though 
the peace might be a bad* one, and have 
proved a great national curse, still one 
must have regarded the public as being 
e the debtor of those individuals, at whose yp**- 
pense the sacrifice bad been made. But, 
in the present instance, no advantage, or 
even preienifed advantage, has ever ac¬ 
crued to the public from ‘the circum¬ 
stance of there having been no clear sti¬ 
pulation made in favour of these Creditors; 
and, therefore, no claim erected t ,thereon 
cart possibly stand.——It this ground be ex¬ 
changed for that of implied stipulation*, if it 
be asserted, as, indeed, though with sac 
much consistency, the Creditors have assert* 
■dk} that the full restoration of their proper¬ 
ty is stipulated for \ then it will be urged, 
perhaps, that, jf the French refuse to fnlgt 
the part of the treaty made in favour of these'’" 
creditor*, the British public oyght to maka 
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them a compensation for their loss, or, to 
compel the French to fulfil the treat/. This 
is contrary bods to the theory and practice of 
nations, in Jthia respect; and, indeed, it is 
consonant neither to rcasofl nor justice. If 
the country, in its treaties with foreign 
states, obtains a stipulation favourable to 
any class of its subjects, all that is expected 
of it further, is, to cau|e the stipulation to 
be fulfilled, as far as it can so cause it to fa 
Jane, consistent with its own interests, and of 
this extent it always must be the sole judge. 
If'the other contracting party be too strong 
to be compelled to fulfil such stipulation, or, 
if the compulsion would be attended \*ith an 
injury, loss, or inconvenience greater than 
the object is wortif ; in a word, if all things 
considered, it be inexpedient to attempt to 
compel the refractory power to fulfil such 
stipulation, the attempt ought not to be 
made; but, because the government cannot, 
from whatever came, obtain justice to its 
aggrieved suBjccts, it does by no means fol¬ 
low, that it is bound to provide them an in- 
*demnity for (lie loss which they may experi¬ 
ence from the want of that justice. “ What!” 
these Creditors will exclaim, “ will you suf 
“ fertss to be ruined by transactions, encou- 
“ raged and guaranteed by the government." 
Every legal transaction may be said to be en¬ 
couraged and guaranteed by the government. 
The man who lodges his fortune in the 
hands of a banker makes the deposit under 
the encouragement and guarantee of the law, 
that'is to say,’ of the government; but. if 
the banker makes away with the money and 
absconds, the ruined man never dreams of 
applying to the government for an indemnifi¬ 
cation. The government pursues the swind¬ 
ler; it catches him, if itscan; it brings'him 
to justice, and, if possible, makes him dis¬ 
gorge; bat, failing in all these respects, it 
never makes any compensation. That the 
person lodging money with a banker is 
wMfcltnated by motives purely private and self-, 
ish is certain, and that he enters into the 
transaction with his eyes open is alsb certain; 
but, it would be difficult to*give a reason. 
Why he should be regarded as being less pa¬ 
triotic^ or more fully aware of his lisk, than 
he who, under the faith of a treaty, deposits 
his weaith in a foreign land; or, why one 
of these persons should have, upon the go¬ 
vernment, a claim for indemnifiation supe¬ 
rior to the other——So much for question 
of “ justice and now let ’as ste, what 
claim these Anglo Gallic Creditors have upon 
the u generosity" of their countrymen. They 
tell us, that it waMn pursuance of the treaty 
of 1786* that they entrusted their property fo 
Individuals #nd to the Mate in France j and, 


they add, that they have, off this account, 
“ incurred some degree of obloquy frond 
“ peiWts, f?ho, it bnust be supposed, were 
" ignorant of the provisions of that treaty , and 
" who roost withdraw* that censure, unless 
,r they have the presumption to extend it to 
" the legislature of that time, and the great 
“ statesman then at the head of his Majes- 
“ ty’s government, who did all in their pow- 
“ er to promote the intercourse, now re- 
" probated between Jlhe two countries." 
This is a mode of argu'mg not at alltmcom- 
mon amongst persons, who look upon the 
rest of mankihd as being, like themselves, 
ready toWrendcr their reason at the sound 
of a name. That no ceiiiure ought ever to.be 
bestowed on transactions merely because 
they are tolerated hy a treaty, is a proposition 
to* which few just-thinking men will be 
found to subscribe; but, without dwelling 
ppon this point, one may sorely be permitted 
to ask, what very great " presumption *' there 
could be in extending one’s censure to the 
parliament of 1786 and to the " great stales- 
“ man,”* “ then at the head of his Majesty’s 
“ government ?” As to the parliament, it 
would, perhaps, be hard to say precisely 
what share it had in the treaty, but by Mr. 
Pitt the treaty was made, and, as far as 
it tended to induce Englishmen to depo¬ 
sit their treasure and their hearts in 
France, so far, doe# Mr, Pitt merit, 
on account thereof, the severest cen¬ 
sure ; and, as to the persons who were so 
induced to make such deposits, to regard 
them as objects of rational generosity would 
be to abandm all, the notions and principles 
by which nations are kept in a statq of in¬ 
dependence. How completely the patriot 
•passion had been extinguished, in the breasts 
of these creditors, may be perceived from 
their silence, during the negotiation at Ami- 
dens, and even after the conclusion of the 
treaty. They were dissatisfied with the 
provisions of the preliminary treaty p they 
requested Lord Hawkesbury to afford them 
protection in tire definitive treaty; the defi¬ 
nitive treaty was more dissatisfactory than 
the preliminary; but, still they held their 
toggues; not one of them complained to 
parliament; not one of them spoke or voted 
against the compact, in which their rights 
had been abandoned; they begged and pray¬ 
ed of Mr. Merry, Mr. Talleyrand, Lord 
Hawkesbury, and Lord Whitworth, but not 
one word did they say, either by way of pe¬ 
tition or otherwise, either collectively or in¬ 
dividually, in disapprobation of the treaty, 

( against which they now utte* such bitter 
complaints. No: they wanted peace, on 
any terms, that they might have a chanceof 
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recovering the!) treasure; and, though they 
found no positive stipulation in tln-ir favour, 
“ they did not despair of the* honour and 
“ justice of their oury country or, ih other 
vrowis, if teats, prayers and. broken hearts 
failed them at the foot of the Consular 
throne, they still relied on their influence or 
their address to . procure, in the fotm of a 
parliamentary grant, a compematiomfor their 
loss of both principal and interest. Now, 
therefore, they set up a most melodious cry 
about preserving the “ ancient character of 
their country^" about “ a /oreign despo¬ 
tism." They ask, whether it is not .the duty 
of our government “ to secure fts subjects 
against foreign oppression Whether the 
people of England are ready to subscribe to 
that state of “ comparative inferiority" on 
otir part, which the French are so ready*to 
inculcate ? And, they indigrfanlly ask, “ do 
the ministers think the honour of the conn* 
try sufficiently preserved by protecting our 
own shores from violation, when not an En¬ 
glishman can set his foot upon the Conti¬ 
nent, without being subject to contumely, 
injury, and outrage ?" This is all very fine; 
but where were those high sentiments at the 
conclusion of the preliminary treaty ? Where 
were they during the negotiation, and at the 
conclusion, of the definitive treaty ? Then 
was there not one of these creditors who 
did not, if be said any thing at all, join’in 
tho clamour against Lord Grenville for op¬ 
posing a treaty, which was said to be built 
upon bis projet of Lisle, but which projet of 
Lisle they have kow discovered to have con¬ 
tained an effectual protect ion 'for their pro¬ 
perty. *No; let us hope that three millnns 
are cot to be added to the burdens of the f 
nation for the sake of indemnifying persons, 
who, whatever they may be in oilier re¬ 
spects, here presrnt themselves to the public 
in the character of Jew-like speculators, who' 
have Jp$t their money by depositing in the 
hands of the rival aim the enemy of their 
coontfy, that country to whom the)' have 
now the conscience to look for indemnifica¬ 
tion. 

IarsH Bask Pave*. —Upon this subject 
there was a very interesting conversation, 
in the House of Commons, on the 13th 
intstant, upon a motion for going into a 
committee oft the Irish Bank Restriction 
Bill, between Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
Lord Henry Petty, Mr. Foster, Mr. Corry, 
Mr. Thornton, Lord Castlereagh, and 
others. The two former noblemen made 
some very pertinent observations, and dis 
covered much information on every point 
upon which they touched. They agreed, 
with and were supported.by Mr. Foster, in 


stating, that the bank paper in Ireland was: 
not only, depredated, but was at an actual 
and positive discount of more than ten per 
centum. Mr. Foster stated, that there wag 
no silver in Ireland* and that eVen the bass 
nras not of the best quality .—Against such 
facts what could the ministers urge ? Yet, 
did Lord Castferercagh and Mr. Carry 
say a good deaf. The gentlemen, to 
whom they )md to reply, had attributed,' 
and very truly, the depreciation of the 
paper to the increase of that paper ; and, of 
course, they cast the blame chiefly upon 
the bank of Irejand. Mr. Corry and Lord 
Cnstldreagh seemed to have hardly any 
other object in' view than to defend the 
Irish Bank Directors, which, it may lie 
observed, is the course which, on such occa¬ 
sions, ministers always take. But in this 
attempt at defence, neither of them stated 
any thing positively; but contented them¬ 
selves with suggesting rather whal might 
be than what was the cause of the depre- 
•ciation. Very sober and grave, however, 
were the caul ions which they threw out, 
with respect to the manner, in which the 
subject should be treated. They observed, 
ami with perfect truth, that the cuiVency, 
in Ireland, “ was in a very ciitical way, ’* 
the question, they said, was of “ a very ab¬ 
struse nature; ” and that “great mischiefs 
might arise from awakening apprehensions 
upon so delicate a point.” To do Mr. Corry 
justice, however, it must be observed, that 
be made an observation of two, which 
though not, perhaps, perfectly original, are, 
as coming from a minister, (God protect us!) 
not altogether unworthy of notice; to wit; 
tiiat amongst the causes of the increase of 
Irish bank paper w^re the “ augmentation of the 
“ taxes, and the decrease of specie?' and, that, 
as to the. duration of the restriction, be was 
“ not aware of any circumstances that would 
“ render restitution necessary in Ireland 
i l after it should - be taken off in Rnglanihkbe 
The e ideas, as-was before remarked, are 
not, in All likelihood, perfectly original, 
but they are, nevertheless, of some im¬ 
portance, as giving us a peep into the 
profundity of the Irish financiers.—-—Mr. 
Thornton’s remarks were of a different 
Cfcst. He thought tbe evil arose fi»m too 
great a quantity of bank notes being in 
circulation; and this arose from tbe state 
of independence in which private banks, in 
frelana,*are with regard to the bank of 
Dublin. The great object, therefore, 
which he wished to obtain, was, to limit 
t)}e circulation of private banks. But, ano-_^ 
t^er, and a more effectual remedy, which , 
he thought might be applied, would be t» 
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make Irish hank paper exchangeable for that 
of the Bank of England\ a thought which, 
certainly, never would have enteied the 
mind or anyone but a Director .of the Hank 
of England. Ifhis gentleman hoped that 
the matter would very soon be broughtbe- 
fore parliament, and he said, he had no 
doubt but that, upon investigation, an effectual 

remedy vyould be found Out!-What the 

gentleman means by an “ effectual remedy ” 
is uncertain; but," if he does, in good 
earpesl, imagine, that the bank notes of 
Ireland can, by the virtue of acts of par¬ 
liament, be recovered from their degraded 
state, in what bands, to what heads, is en¬ 
trusted tiic preservation of our public cie- 
dit! No; it is impossible. He never can 
entertain such a notion. He must perceive, 
th.it the paper, both in this country and 1 
that, is rapidly sinking, but is, without 
doubt, of opinion, that the fact ought to bo 
hidden, as ioygas possible from the world; 
an opinion which, by others, is regarded 
Sis erroneous in the extreme, and winch, 
as they think, is likely to lead a line of 
conduct, which, by terminating in a sadden 
shock,mavproduce the most fatal consequen¬ 
ces.—t>y way of postscript to this topic, it 
seems necessary just to notice a ministerial 
paragraph, which is circulating through 
the newspapers, and m which the good 
people of England are informed, that, 
such is the rapid increase and the 
“ wonderful operation, of the Sinking 
“ Fund, that a hundred millions of the 
national debt have already been redeem - 

“ ed, ike. &r. &c. Sic. /”-Tiut a news- 

editor should write a paragragti like this, 
or that such a paragraph should be sent to 
the press by some inferior clerk in office, 
one can easily, conceive; but, that a 
Secretary of the Treasury should sit down 
and compiit such words to paper, and, after¬ 
wards, upon reading them over, should be 
tSRfe so far to overcome that love of truth 
which every man posses-.es hi a greater or 
less degree ; that he should scbdeiioeratciy 
to work, and .persevere unto the obtaining 
of so complete a triumph over the better 
part o S his nature, as to be capable of 
ushering such a statement into the world, 
is utterhPincredible. Ere long this “ won-* 
“ derful operation” shall be explained 
somewhat at length; the? curtain shall be 
Idled, and the pegs and wires discovered 
to the view, even of those whose sight is 
the thickest. Jn the mean-Lime, let those, 
who are most nearly concerned in this 
“ wonderful operation,” ask themselves,* 
what good purpose they can hope to answer. 
ty their i?n#rttiering tricks ? Do they think. 


thit they are, by such means, deceiving 
the enemy ? Do" tl*ey think that a sudden 
disclosure ©Pour real ntuation is more wise 
than a gradual disclosing, and less likely to 
produce mischief ? Is it their opinion, that 
the time is unpropitious ? Never will a 
time so favourable come again. To-mor¬ 
row will be better than next day; and 

to-day is # bctter than to-raorrpw,-As an 

answer to those who have been hired to 
calumniate me for endeavouring to tjpslroy 
what they, in their contused jargon, call 
public credit,i’ as an answer to these slaves, 
liefer the motto which 1 have chosen 
for the present sheet and, I beg the read¬ 
er to recollect, that Mhr. Sheridan, in the 
debate of the 4th of August last, reproach¬ 
ed jVIr. Windham, imputed to him as a 
crime, the approving of the former conduct 
of a man who m<u> expressed his dislike of 
the funding system! And, shall not I have 
the same liberty to express my opinions as 
Mr. Sheridan had to express his ? Lately, 
indeed, he has exp-essed very few ; at 
least publicly ; but, I should be glad to 
know, on what he founds his pretension t® 
an exclusive right of uttering his sentiments 
on any subject whatever ? 

Mu. Merr v—O r rather, Mrs. Merry ; 
for, the newspapers, both American and 
English, say that a misunderstanding has 
lak£n place, at the City of Washington, 
on account of this lady. 1 lioperit will be 
found, that neither she nor her husband is 
in fault ; but, really, it is somewhat morti- 
lying, that we should run liven the most 
slight risk of Iftjury to our public interests 
from a cause so trifling as that wliether 
Mrs. Merry, of whom none of us evefr be¬ 
fore heard, is, or is not, permitted to take 
the pas of Mrs. Maddison or Mrs. Gallatin. 
The last mentioned lady was, if I recollect 
rfght, chosen by her spousje, for the ad mi* 
rable accomplishment of leaping over five- 
b.irred fences, which die used to perfom 
with thtf agility of a grey-hound j but, she 
is the Secretary of Slate’s wife, and, in 
that capacity, I should think it very won¬ 
derful if she yielded one jot of her right j 
for I have no doubt but that, by this time, 
she is avery sharp, intelligent, elegant, and 
haughty woman. All our squabbles, all 
our mishaps, with regard to America, have 
arisen, arise, &nd will arise, from a sort of 
willful blindness which seems, as to that 
country, constantly to pervade this king¬ 
dom, its government, in*all its branches, 
inclusive. It is in vain that lye read the 
writings of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Hamilton, 
Mr. Maddison, Mr. Jay* and a hundred 
■other lawyers and politicians ; it is in vain 
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that we ^ee, year after year, proofs of their 
consummate skill and,address in negotia¬ 
tion; it is in vain Uiat we ourselves fall fh 
every combat againVthat skill and address; 
still we persevere in regarding them, and, 
indeed, in treating them, as a race of^half- 
civilized barbarians. This is not,lbe way 
to win a nation; particularly thaf nation, 
which, of all others-upon the earth, has 
the highest opinion of itself. It is to be 
feared^ that Mrs. Merry carried over with 
her the wrong opinions of her country : 
the consequence would naturally be con-, 
tempt, on tier part, and indignation aitd 
resentment, on the part o( th<Jse*towards 
whom that contempt was discovered — 
The public will recollect, that I, who knew 
something of the Americans, augured t no 
good from the appointment of Mr. Merry. 
I thought him an improper person for such 
a mission. The Americans have always 
sent to us one of the first, the wry first, 
men in their country ; and, they expect, 
] know they expect, or, at least, they ex¬ 
press their claim to have a first?rate man 
sent them from this country. This pretension 
il well-founded; and, if we will obstinately 
persevere in disregarding it, we must take 
the consequences. The French, now our 
^superiors in every thing,- neglect not to be 
welt represented in America. They do not 
despise, nor appear to despise, that country 
units people. Their minister there has the 
means of living respectably, which ours ne¬ 
ver has. We want the money at borne ; 
but, we may bfe well aesured, that one gui¬ 
nea expended in the maintenance of the 
rank,-dignity, and splendour of a minister 
at a foreign court, is of more service to us$ 
than ten thousand bestowed upon the venal 
slaves who fill the columns of the London 
newspapers, or upon any other of those ob¬ 
jects the use of which is to prolong the du« 
ration of ministerial power. America is al¬ 
ready a great maritime power. Every day 
*d 4 Pand must add to that greatness.* Events 
in the West-Indies are pushing her on to 
importance. In ten years her mercantile 
aparine will surpass that of Great-Briutin. 
And we have a certain Mr. Merry aUher 
court 1 And we have ■ Secretary of State, 
ddho chuckles, hi open parliament, at the 
thought of ira ring placed the French upon her 
hack ! When One sees and heaffc these things, 
one can. hardly bolieve* that the affairs of 
the nation are not committed to the bands 
of tailors and shoemakers. “ Mr. Merry is 
a very good 'sort of mao." With all my 
heart, . 1 say nothing to the contrary. . A* 
good as you pleads; and, as I before Said, 
give.* bun ,tn much at he cm ask Ui the 


stupe of money, if he has earoed .it ;’bat, I 
say he is not a fit man to represent bis'Ma¬ 
jesty iti the United Slates of America .; I say* 
that the Americans think them Selves under¬ 
rated by us,, inconsequence of his being sent 
there; I say be is not the sort of person or 
character that they like; and 1 repeat, that 
cordial friendahip never will subsist between 
.the two countries, till a scale and sysjem, to¬ 
tally new, are, on our part, adopted in the 
office for foreign affairs. 

Coalition. That a coalition has been 
formed between any of the great men of the 
country, fot tire purpose of effecting a 
change in the ministry, must, I think, be 
regarded as a most auspicious circumstance. 
I have always thought, and I have fre¬ 
quently said, thaf no such junction, no such 
change, would ever take place, till it was 
forced upon the nation by the irresistible 
torrent of events. That torrent has long been 
gathering; its increasing swelUs now visible 
to almost every eye; and, the danger is, 
that it may overwhelm os, in the very mo? 
menf, when, after a too long delay, we 
are, at last, preparing to resist it by the 
united talents, wisdom, and courage of those 
who, if called to our assistance at ad earlier 
period, would have saved us without a strug¬ 
gle. But, apprehensions tike this ought not 
to make us droop in despair. There is yet 
time. Talent and courage alope are wanted. 
We have all the means of safety, and of 
glory, in our hands. If it.be true, as the 
newspapers state, and as 1 most sincerely 
hope, that a ‘resolution has been taken by 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Windham and Lord Gren¬ 
ville, cordially to co-operate togeiher for the 
grejit public purpose of composing, or pro¬ 
ducing, somehow %r other, an enlightened 
and powerful administration, there is not 
only a hope, bnt there is ground for a confi¬ 
dence, that our deliverance from |bis state 
of feebleness and .disgrace is very near at 
hand. If this junction has been formed 
has certainly for its motive nothing selfish. 
The object <will not be place, but power ; 
power brought to jthe service jof the nation, 
and exe cised, either by the persons who 
compose this coalition, or by those who are 
able to resist them as an opposition; so that, 
‘Whichever way the coaiitionoperatAt, it must 
produce a change of no inconsiderable impor¬ 
tance ; it most puf the powers of the state into 
abler faqpda. On this subject of coalition, it it 
not improper to advert to a pamphlet, lately 
published by a Ma. Wam>, who is said to 
be a lawyer, and who is certainly upon 
jerms of intimacy with Mr. Pitt; not, peat* 
bap*, of direct intercourse of sentiment, nut, 
who, by the means of friends sad relation^ 
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come* to nesr him as to be supposed to 
know something of his withes and intention!; 
relative to political and party subjects. This 
gentleman has written a venr dull solicitor* 
Tike three shilling pamphlet, with, as it 
would appear, n« other immediate object than 
that of exculpating Mr. Pitt from the 
charges of inconsistency and insincerity, in¬ 
curred by Ilia conduct with regard to Mr. 
Patten’s motion, an object ip, which the 
writer has totally failed. -But, in the course 
of his tiresome pages, he has observed, that 
the* opposition against Mr. Addington has 
hitherto failed “ from the wqnt of concert in 
“ the opposing generals; the old jealousies of 
“ some, and the differing views of others.” 
Then, those who have had the patience to 
follow him to the end, Will find him con¬ 
cluding thus : “ could wishes decide them 
44 should be an end <f party. Ai.t the op- 
“ posing benches in the Hou^e of Commons 
“ present abilities that might yet save the nation. 

“ Can any one refuse to say, that Mr. Fox's 
“ mind is of the very first class } It is dread* 
fill to think, that the whole of this ability 
“ is excluded from the Cabinet. But men’s 
” eyes must open at last to their real situa* 

“ tion'.'*-1 shad not stop here to ask 

Mr. Ward how he can reconcile his deplor¬ 
able picture of the present Cabinet with Mr, 
Pitt’s eulogium upon the persons who com¬ 
pose it; but shall proceed to remark, (hat 
these his expressions, which I have quoted, 
have given rise to another pamphlet, in the 
form of a letter to him “ recommendatory of 
u coalition,” The author cf this letter has 
much more talent as well as some liberal 
political notions and views than Mr. Ward 
appears to have ; but, as to his opinion of 
the practicability of a coSlition, and after¬ 
wards a minist‘g, of which Mr. Pitt should 
be the head, I am now afraid it is errone¬ 
ous. J^r. Pitt, since the present session of 
Parliament, has, as far as I can perceive, 
'siiacovered no disposition towards such an* 
utfion. It would be presumption to pre¬ 
tend to know what he will doj # but,*it is not 
presumption ,in me to gpy, that I think he 
adheres to his former pretensions, of having 
all thesgovernment, or none of it; that, con¬ 
scious of his ow n great powers of persua¬ 
sion, afld of the weight of his influence 
With the monied and commercial men of 
the country, he will stand upon his own 
foundation,-and, gathering rpund him his 
Obedient, though now scattered satellites, 
Will again bid defiance to the aristocracy, 
the church, and tillers of the land. That 
*he next stage of his ministerial careef 
.'Rill be- of short duration I am confidentj 
ffecause, the foundation will slide from 


beneath him] but, of this he is not, per 
haps,, at all apprqjitnsive ; and, there* 
fore, there <s no reason to suppose, that 
he will share the real pywersof government 
with any other persons, be they whom they* 
may., 1 give this opinion with regret, I 
have been anxious to discover grounds for 
hoping, ‘that Mr. Pitt would heartily co¬ 
operate in the forming of a # ministry that 
should embrace all the best talents of the 
country collected from tail parties] but, as 
my observation has led ro a different result, 
it is my duty tp gay so to my readers.— 
While, however, I express fiiy regret at 
wbat I thufk will be the course of party 
politics pursued by Mr,*Pitt, I’can not dis¬ 
guise, that I should see with regret infinite¬ 
ly greater, any union between him and the 
other great men of the day, unless his sys¬ 
tem of policy, foreign and domestic, were 
f^rnt completely and explicitly abandoned. 
That system, which is neither more nor 
less than that of governing by the selfish and base 
feelings , has sunk us to our present lament¬ 
able state, from which wc never can be 
raised to our former greatness, without the 
adoption of general principles, precisely the 
contrary of those, upon which the affairs of 
our country have been conducted for twen¬ 
ty years past. Weanust again be great, or 
we must be nothing; and, greatness is not' 
to be re-acquired by iexplicitly yielding to 
the councils of merchants, maimfacturecs, 
and bankers. The generous spirit of the 
people must once more be appealed to: men 
must be called upo% to fight, not for their 
property, not»for “ the stake which they 
“ have in the public stick'” but for the ho¬ 
nour and glory of their country; for the pre¬ 
servation of the name and fame bequeathed 
them by their fathers, and which it is their 
duty to band down untarnished to their 
children, if this motive be insufficient, all 
others will be unavailing ; our enemy is tri¬ 
umphant, and we arc enslaved. * 

The-King,— When, in the preceding 
sheet, I was stating a case, in which, from 
the impossibility of making an immediate 
change in the ministry, it might be proper 
for.thc persons composing an Opposition to 
aid the ministers with their advjce, I little 
imagined that such, a case would so soon, 
have existed, and still less did I apprehend, 
that it wouldParise from so melancholy, so 
heart-rending a cause, as that which now 
presents itself in the dangerous and dreadful 
malady, with which our-beloved Sovereign 
is,afflicted.In this state of things, it is the 
juiy of every man to contribute by all the 
means at bis command, towards the support 
of those, in whose hands the powers of the 
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state are lodged; because, out-of those 
hands, feeble as they are, these powers, can¬ 
not instantly be takpn*——But,<while every 
one will readily assent to the truth and pro¬ 
priety of thia remark, it is to be hoped, that 
the ministers will not attempt, for the sake 
of prolonging their power, to suspend the 
legislative and other operations; fori in the, 
depth of bur affiiction, we must not forget, 
that we have a throne and a country to pre¬ 
serve. „ On this subject, I am aware of the 
danger of misrepresentation ; I am aware, 
that it is utterly impossible fpr me to utter 
toy sentiment, however just and jiowcvrt 
cautiously conveyed, without exposing my¬ 
self .to the calumnious interpretations of the 
hirelings of the press; but, neither this, nor 
any other consideration shall deter mefrqcn 
doing what I regard to be my duty. I 
was born under the benignant reign of His 
Majesty. 1 regard him as the protector of 
my infancy, and in my youth and manhood 
from the age of sixteen to the present day, 

' I have constantly, faithfully, zealously, and 
disinterestedfy^ served, honoured, and obeyed 
hint; and, though, if it should please 
God now to deprive us of his inesti- 
tpable life, fifteen millions of people 
will be plunged into the deepest of sorrow, 
1 will not believe, thatene of that number 
will mourn more sincerely than myself. 
But, if this eve»t r should take place; I 
cannot think that we are justified in har¬ 
bouring sentiments, or in holding the lan¬ 
guage of despmdemy, while there is at hand 
the Heir of his rights and his virtues, 
whose birth gives him an undisputed claim 
to out*- allegiance, whose, amiable disposi¬ 
tion insures our affection,' whose talents? 
command our respect, and whose courage, 
while it inspires us with confidence, affords 
u< a glorious example. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances, let us not droop down like men e 
without hope; but let us, on the contrary,, 
call into motion, all our best faculties, and, 
abttfee all things, let us neglect nothing that 
.is^kely to contribute to the safety of our 
country and the preservation of the honour 

and dignity of the throne.-Precisely 

what means may be necessary to be adopt¬ 
ed, in. case at an unhappy prolongation 
Of Sin Majesty's malady, it is not for a 
private individual to suggest; bnt, I can¬ 
not refrain from expressing k hope, that, 
if His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
should be called on to exercise the Royal 
authority, no attempt will, be made to 
eramp hun ip that exercbe^tp circumscribe, 


and of Course to enfeeble his power; and 
thereby, to diminish, if not to cut oil', the 
means of saving us from the danger with • 
which we are menaced. " 


ANTOINE LUTZ. 

" General Stuart has signified to the Offi- 
“ cera of the Foreign Brigade, which aerv- 
“ ed in Egypt, his Majesty's permission to' 

“ wear the medals transmitted to them by 
" the Grand Seignior, fur their distinguish- 
“ ed gallantry, at the battle of Alexandra, 

" on the 2ist of^ March, 1801 .-His 

“ Mrfjesty has also'been graciously pleased 
** to allow Antoine Lutz, late of the 
" Minorca Queens German Regiment, at 
" present a Serjeant in the Kings German 
‘i Regiment, a pension of <f 20 a year dur- 
“ ing life, for bis courage display ed in the 
** capture of the Invincible Standard from 
“ the French, 'upon the 21st of March, 

“ 1801 . The brevet was, on Wednesday 
“ last, sent off, by Messrs. Cox and Green* 

“ wood, to the head quarters of the King’s 
“ German Regiment."——This paragraph 
I have copied from one of those London 
news-papers, by which, as the pubi.c will 
recollect, I wa,. loaded with every species of 
calumny and abuse for having asserted the 
claim of Lotz. Truth generally prevails 
in the eud; but, in the interim, evil im¬ 
pressions are, sometimes, produced, and - 
great injury is done to those by whom the 
cause of truth is espoused ; 'and, therefore, 
if the result of this much-agitated, and 
warmly-contested question should not ope¬ 
rate as a cautitn with those, who are in 
the habit of abusing me, I may hope that it 
will 1 ' so operate with the public, and that 
those calumniators will not, on any future 
occasion, easily obtain belief. 

THE POLITICAL PROTEUS 7 A 
.View of ths Public Character »wi-_ 
Conduct qp R. B. Sheridan, Esa., -in* 
One Volsme Octavo, is ready for delivery, 
and may be*had of J. Rudd, Pall Mall; 

R. Bagshaw, Bow* Street; and of every 
Bookseller in the United Kingdom. v 

%. No. X. of Cobbrtt’s Parliamentary 
Debates, containing the Debate. on the 
Volunteer Consolidation Bill; Irish Bank 
Restriction Bill, &c. fct:., ia also ready foe 
delivery? Complete sets of the work, from . 
its coraraencemcat, may be had of the 
publishers. 
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11 I will pledge myself to this House, and to this country, to show, thyt all the waste and profligacy. 
" that attends placet and pensions, is to great as to be sufficient to main/ui* \uith bread all the labouring 
11 f otr *f M/i country. 1 do not speak hastily and at raOdoih; 1 lave information to proceed upou, 
“ rot 1 have beeh in a situation, in which I had an opportunity of examining into these matters.” 
—«Mx. Sheridan's Spetch, March 13,1797. See Poli nc%i. Proteus, p. 417. . 
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THE HAVY. 

’Sin,—'Your brief strictures on the block* 
ade of Brest, contained i'q your \|eekly 
Register of the llth instant, are justly in- 
titled to. the attention of your numerous 
readers. They must, therefore, regret with 
me, that you are preddHed by the extent 
and variety of political objects which oc¬ 
cupy your time, and demand your attention, 
from entering more fully into this most im¬ 
portant subject. I snail,' however, with 
your permission, solicit the attention of your 
u readers to its farther discussion. Actuated 
by this consideration, and convinced of the 
utility and public advantages resulting from 
this dedication of your time to the service of 
your cduntry, I shall, with your permission, 
recall the attention of your readers to this 
most important subject, which you have 
not leisure minutely to investigate.—We ye 
told by the advocates for the blockade of 
Brest, that it is absolutely.necessary to con¬ 
fine the enemy’s fleet in that harbour, to 
prevent the mischief that must inevitably 
be occasioned by a descent on Ireland, or on 
the western cohst of Britain, even though 
victory to us would be the probable and ul¬ 
timate result. It is also suggested tyr a 
writer who has lately undlrtaken the defence 
of this measure, (and I believe the only one 
who has 'done so) that by suffering the 
enemy’s fleet to come out of Brest, their offi¬ 
cers ana teamen might require, by practice, a 
'pntnptitude and expertness of tnanecuvering* 
wflich would soon give them that superiority 
in naval tactics and maritime- power, which 
are the principal objects, of their ambition, 
ft is also sagaciously remarked, that though 
on the*event of the Brest fleet putting to sea, 
and coming to action with the British, there 
could belittle doubt but the latter would, af 
usual, prove victorious, such victories would 
produce the game effects sft those of Charles 
thOXlI of Sweden, over the Czar Petpr; they 
urould instruct our enemies' to conquer us. 
This evil, the blockading system, would not 
only effectually prevent, but B would, 'at 
same time, by enuring ear officers and 
seamen to a life of ^unremitting vigilance, 
P&dl, and fatigue, render the Acknowledged 


superiority we have already obtained, still 
morfe pre-emiijpnt. These ary, it 1 do not 
greatly rpislake, all the arguments that have 
been acfvnftccd in favor of the, blockade of 
Brest; and I have endeavored, in stating 
them, to give them all die force they pos¬ 
sess. Vateanl quantum valereposiial. On 
a subject of such importance, and at a drisis 
so awful and Harming, the arguments on 
each side of the question should be impar¬ 
tially stated, and attentively considered. Ail 
ideas of prejudice and party should be ex¬ 
cluded from the discussion, and the prepon¬ 
derance of reasou alone should determine 
that public opinion, to which, in times like 
thtyte, when the safety, and even the^ na- 
tional independents of the British empire Is 
at hazard, mmisteyt and opposition ought to 
be equally attentive*and amenable —In this 
'spirit of free and impartial inquiry, so con¬ 
genial to that which so eminently distin¬ 
guishes the Weekly Register froUnfiS^ptse- 
meral publications of its contempoi aries, I 
shall proceed to the consideration of those 
arguments which operate against the block¬ 
ading system**so far as it relates to the Brest 
fleet. —With respect to Boulogne, Calais, 
Dunkirk, the Texel, and all the ports op¬ 
posite the eastern and southern coast of 
England, no one, I apprehend, can enter¬ 
tain a doubt, but the blockading system 
should be rigorously and unremittingly main¬ 
tained.—The proximity of these harbours, 
and others, where numbers of armed ves¬ 
sels and gun-boats are assembled for the 
avowed purpose of effecting our destruction, 
and where thousands of the enemy am re¬ 
presented as being, at all times, ready and 
eager to make the desperate attempt, is, of 
itself, a sufficient argument for keeping 
them in a state of continual blockade.-—To 
this consideration may be added the com¬ 
paratively snbRi number and rate of ships, 
the moderate expense, the trifling hazard, 
the evident facility, and the incalculable na¬ 
tional benefit of the blockading system, thus 
applied.—It also possesses this ifrther local 
advantage, that our blockading squadrons 
on these stations are neither exposed to the 
complicated dangers of an enemy’s coast, 
K. . 



1SQ-] COBBETT'S ANNUAL REGISTER. 


nor to the destructive ravages of an open, 
tumultuous ocean, during gales of Wiqd.,— . 
To all these perils; aud calamities, and to 
many more which I yffiall now proceed to 
consider, the channel fleet, employed in 
the blockade of Brest harbour, is continually 
exposed.—To enumerate the hazards, the 
casualties, rhe_ destruction of roasts, sails, 
rigging, with pyery other valuable article of 
Daval stores, and the enormous expenses 
■ with ^jjnch repair of these losses, and the 
maintaining * two blockading fleets of de¬ 
cidedly superior force to that pf the impotent 
enemy it confines are necessarily attended, 
would be needless waste of titfte!—A re¬ 
ference to the dailf-newspapcrs, and a re¬ 
collection of the present tempestuous and 
dreadfully destructive winter, too evidently 
evince these melancholy facts.—But though 
our blockading channel debts have suffered 
mutilation, they have escaped destruction 
Happily for this nation, they have as yet 
iBIcaped that quick dissolution, to which the 
improvident absurdity of their destination 
lias hitherto, and does still, continually ex¬ 
pose them. On this occasion, too much 
praise cannot be bestowed on the gajjant 
commanders, officers, and seamen, employed 
on this ruinous and disheartening service; 
nor can we sufficiently express our gratitude 
to the Almighty, for preserving the glory and 
defence of our empire, the terror and envy 
0#* SUftcTCfifiding nations; the unconquered 
British navy, from the continual dangers to 
which it is i.nprbvideotly and pusillammous- 
|y exposed, bjr the disgraceful system of 
blocking up a contemptible'‘and inferior 
force-in an enemy's harbour. There they 
may practice in safety, and at their leisure 
every manoeuvre and improvement;, in naval 
tactics, which it is pretended our wise sys¬ 
tem of blockade is so well calculated to pre¬ 
vent,—But of what avail is it to the British 
nation,, that our triumphant navy has escape^ 
the overwhelming <rnin in which a gale of 
pn ar\ enemy's coast might >ia a few 
hours involve it, if a destruction less swift, 
but possibly far more surei most be the re- 
HU.lt pf this impolitic sy-tem, this constant 
Source of gratnlation and ridicule to u onr 
Subtle, inyeterate enemy!—The wasting and 
rapid decline of our navy, so justly iaroent- 

. f ,c T<we J/fetty’-r—joe off Brist, one in port 
ready to occupy its,station, in rase it shuuld.be 
dispersed or disabled.—In the Morning; Chronicle 
'pf this day, the flefi gif' Brett is stated to be ay 
fall of the line ! White this superfluity of three is 
tbus hsevduiislji employed}$, hWckadiog an 
W#$M^ < wh<ch. i*/f of ■; wopld probaWy defeat, 
f»d cerfatnly confine, the force la,U>et>own> »$- 


ed, and so accurately described by youfc 
.well-informed correspondent Z. 'in your last 
week’s Register, is (as he- has remarked) 
accelerated, in a most alarming degtee, by the 
blockade of Brest, which, without affording 
the most trivial public benefit, is prolific it* 
national evils — It is thus we are made by 
a crafty, insidious foe, the suicides of our 
late transcendent power, our unexampled 
opulence, our envied glory I By the bag; - 
bear of invasion, arrayed in the ostentatious 
parade of preparation* they keep us in con¬ 
tinual alarm; call forth our most powerful 
energies; exhaust our astonishing, but by 
no rowans boundless resources, making our 
strength itself the cause of our destruction, 

. and finally reducing us to the humiliating 
state of the wretched maniac, who, goaded 
to unnatural efforts, falls an impotent, nerve¬ 
less victim to his pusillanimous, crafty, as¬ 
sailants.—Having considered the arguments 
urged, in favor of the blockade of Brest, the 
answers to them, and the various and incal¬ 
culable evils which, a perseverance in this 
favorite measure of administration must in J 
evitably produce, it remains to shew, why a 
system, which has always been successfully 
adopted, and universally approvedt.in the 
late and former wars, should uow be deemed 
impolitic and censurable. In the prosecu¬ 
tion of this design, I shall endeavour to 
.demonstrate that, circumstanced as we now 
are, and have been during the whole con¬ 
tinuance of the present blockade of Brest, 
(provided it be really true that our chanuel 
firet is superior, or even nearly equal to that 
of the enemy) his putting to-sea, so far from 
being a tremeudous .event, would probably 
be the most favourable circumstance, we 
could possibly wish for.—But having, I fear* 
already trespassed too much on your limits, 
if not on your patience, t mu-t defer my 
farther communications on this subject to a 
future letter; and remain. Sir, ybur con¬ 
stant reader and homble servant, 

Feb. 21 st, i£Q4- BiUTAN.NtctiS, 

to * ,r ’ 

Sup?M5MRNT to tie Correspondence between 
Lord Fingdll and .Lon} Redesdale, to which 
is added the justificatory Narratinjevaf Mr. 
ONikl. 

A latter from (be Roman Catbolic 0 Rishop bj 
| Cloyne and Ross, to tie Right Honourable 
r Lord Ftidesdate, Lord' High Chancellor of 
; Inland. • • , , 1 ‘ 

y Middleton, January 26 , 1804. 
Mt Lord,—I f the heavy weight df io-. 
sinuation whereby J am aspersed In Vopr 
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fact as it is extreme in rigour, I should not 
feel warranted to expostulate in this manner 
with your lordship upon the injustice yon 
jiave done toe. Of your great power, my 
lord, of your pre-eminent dignity, I am tho¬ 
roughly sensible: these are the very circum¬ 
stances which in my mind aggravate the in¬ 
jury I complain of; and therefore far from 
deterring, they encourage me rather to pre¬ 
sent myself with confidence, before you. 
To redress wrongs is the peculiar providence 
of your lordship's exalted station. \W ail 
know, my lord, that if the subject were ag¬ 
grieved even by the King, who can <}o no 
wrong, your lorddrp is empowered to can¬ 
cel his lettet? patent, f founded upon untrue 
suggestions': I must then persuade myself 
that being at least as nfUch inclined as yon 
are warranted to do such act of justice, Jrmf 
will be equally ready to cancel your own 
severe sentence upon me, when your lord- 
ship shall have considered the extent of the 
injury, and snail have detected the misinfor 
mat ion that grounds it. In your letter to 
the Earl of Fingall, your lordship would 
convince lint Roman Catholic nobleman 
how little faith is due to Roman Catholics 
in theii*profes<ions of loyally, by represent¬ 
ing to him that I, a Roman Catholic bishop, 
have been treating with pointed disrespect 
those of hny clergy who in the year 1708, 
had saved the lives of loval men ; and iu 
honouring as a martyr, with insult to the 
offended justice,of the laws, a priest sup¬ 
posed to be deeply implicated in the rebel¬ 
lion, and permitted to return from.trans¬ 
portation through the mere indulgence of 
government. This sentence,, my lord, will, 
by easy implication, be thought to insinuate 
that, beside being a trait rou*, a perjured hypo¬ 
crite, I anvalM%an abettor of murder—a 
sanguinary mbnster under sheep's clothing 
of Episcopal 1 Consecration, who, while ( 
preach the loyalty I have sworn, am sanc- 
t tewing by my conduct the murder of loyal 
mefl ; aud promoting as- far as in me lies, a 
rebellious .spirit among my clergy, by reserv¬ 
ing my chief qttentions for such Of' them as 
were said tp be g/ilty of rebellion. A dread¬ 
ful insinuation, indeed; deriving-multiplied 
effect from your lordship's character and sta¬ 
tion} ItOvould bear heavily .upon me, my 
lord, had it been no more than-a sudden ex- 
plosion bursting from an otttinary nobleman 
in - the beat of altercation : but.how,much 
more oppressive aa a sentiment committed 
to writing by the cool, unruffled, discrimi¬ 
nating impartiality of a Lord, High Chau- 
ceUor, iua letter to a Roman Catholic peer;. 
»r the obvious' purpose of wounding the- 
Roman Catholic religion, through (he de¬ 


gradation of a Roman Catholic bishop; -end. 
if unrefuted by me, tor rather if not explain¬ 
ed by your^ftrdship as an unintentional row- 
statement, it must go down to posterity with 
irreparable injury to,myself; and by assdf 
ciutisn, perhaps to the community I belong 
to. ft becomes, therefore, imperative upon 
me, my lord, to convince you that you have 
here mftst grievously misrepresented me* 
through the unfounded suggestions of others :- 
after which 1 cannot W hope thar your 
lordship will be forward to m knowledge the 
error, and equally disposed to secret it.—— 

I how bpg.leave, however humiliating the 
asseveration, to declare before, that awful 
tribunal, where your lorSship, as well as I, 
shall one day be arraigned, that werd it pos¬ 
sible an angel from Heaven could propose 
to me, not the ^rtace of your lordship, not 
the sceptre of my Sovereign, but the uncon- 
tsoled dominion of this globe, as j reward 
for assenting to the murder of the meanest 
wretch that ever moved upon it, I should 
consider myself bound to say to that angel, 
with St. Paul, “ be thou accursednor for 
so saying should I raise myself iin my own 
estimation above the lowest line on the scale 
of negative merit. Neil her do I claim a' 
higher place for declaring, as I now do in 
the presence of God/lhat being a liege sub¬ 
ject of his Majesty K‘mg*George the Third, 
1 hold <mysetf bound by the dic tatesnf m w 
religion, independently of the oathTlhavc 
taken, to bear him true allegiance, and tQ 
inculcate the same obligation # upon all those 
who are subject to ffly jurisdiction. Nay* 
further, I declare myself more firmly bound 
to him by the dictates of my religion,'than 
by every tie: being as little able in advert* 

■ circumstances to answer for my loyalty to 
the King, without the aid of my religion, aa 
to answer for my fidelity to God, without 
the aid of his .grace., Conformably tp thia 
impression, my lord, I have enforced, with 
» particular energy, the duly of allegiance both 
in. my public and private instruction, during 
the troubles of 1798; strictly enjoining my 
clergy to with-boid jhe sacred rites from all 
persons implicated in the treason of that 
time; until the oath and the treason it ce¬ 
mented should have been first abjured: by 
’ which means, many hundreds, if not . many 
thousands*. wer$ detached from that treason¬ 
able compact who to this very day might 

have-adhered to it.-In answer to the, al- 

, legation of pointed disrespect to those cler¬ 
gymen who were represented to your lord- 
ship as having saved the- lives of loyal, men* 
I.cao boldly assert in Jhe face qf this dio¬ 
cese. that* the only priest* i knew of, as 
coming precisely within that description, by 



Bering, gfyea at'udety bo tree to a gmifomsn 
whose life .was thwatettfcdj is the very man 
X aeon after selected for my vicjr-gpneralj 
and with him, at thieday, in that cortfidm- 
ti*i capacity, I continae on' term* of sincere 
regard aqd affection The other clergyman 
distinguished for loyal exertions at-that try- 
fog pdtiod, will acknowledge, if called upon, 
that instead of*treating them disrespectfully, 
% esteem them all and venerate them. That 
every^riest of mine, however, is perfectly 
' Satisfied, is what 1 am not presumptuous 
Onough to a firm : it seldom* falls to be the 
. Jbs of any onein my place, not,tohave in¬ 
dividuals displesssdjyith him; but I can con- 
Sidently say that 1 know of only one clergy- 
mttn in' this entire diocese who considers 
himself aggrieved* by my administration; 
and to that very clergyman,! as confidently 
appeal whether what fae complains of in my 
conduct towards hint, has risen from Iris ef¬ 
forts in behalf of loyal men. If more mi¬ 
nute inquiries, suggested by your lordships 
pregnant charge, have since discovered to 
me a priest prostituting the sacred laver of 
regeneration, in compliance with the pudi- 
fonknoUs Tcquest of a loyal Protestant gen- 
'tietnan, who to court the rabble (when like 
Others around him he should have opposed 
them) entreated this priest in their presence 
to baptize him; }. shall never deem such 
OjpdegffiQg'on, whether elicited by good*na- 
iure or by loyalty, entitled to extraordinary 
^fodit $ much less can I look upon it as. a 
counterpoise against every subsequent failure 

or inaptitude.-Th£ Rev.,|*eter O’Neil, 

fo Whom your lordship alludes in this same 
letter to l-ord Fingall, has been urged by 
the obloquy which assailed him, to lay tfife 
particulars of his situation before the public 
in an humble remonstrance forwarded to 
fomr lordship, (hrodgh the post-office, at 
spy own instance, the moment it issued froth 
tnetpresS. It has, 1 trust, my lord, fully 
MikBcated my conduct towards that much 
fofored man, and removed the painful im¬ 
putation of insult to the offended justice of 
me laws. It has, in my apprehension, de¬ 
monstrated that his return was the concur¬ 
rent act of two successive chief governors; 
the ooe suspending his transportation—the 
cither ordering faitp home from it. Nor this, 
my lord, by way of pardon which was never 
solicited, but by ap impartial decision upon 
the merits of his case. I will accordingly 
%whr.e to hope, that yohr lordship, bating 
traily. considered the fkett stated it) his *e- 
folOMtXSBOi, is rather inclined to think foot 
thejusticepf the laws which had sank un¬ 
der .pis condemnation, hath re-asserted its 
power, and triumphed % his acquittal. 


Your lordship, f will also hope, ha* Wen by 
this remonstrance, that Mr. O’Neil's reat- 
starement to his former place, was not *• 
much ah set-of pi\ne, «the provision of a 
spiritual law, which in similar circum¬ 
stances would restore a clergyman of rhe 
•established church.*—— By kht» shewing 
how strangely I was misrepresented to your 
lordship, I would mot be understood^to in¬ 
sinuate that she personage who had the ho¬ 
nour qf addressing you, intended to misre¬ 
present me; lam fully convinced, my lord, 
that you would admit no man to your cor¬ 
respondence who could willingly deviate 
from (he truth : but I am alike convinced 
that this personage, respectable as he doubt¬ 
less is, must have been in the present in¬ 
stance most gri'ssljr imposed upon. — — 
Neither the elevated rank of noblemen, nor 
their sacred regard to veracity, can always 
secure them against imposition from a cer¬ 
tain class of men who. artfully contrive to 
beset them—esquires of very late creation, 
who with matchless, intrepidity of counte¬ 
nance, can assassinate characters or whisper 
them away, and swear their own falsehoods 
into currency. When the truly loyal are 
every where intent upon uniting all’ beans 
and all hands in the common cause, and 
for the common good, these men are every 
where indefatigable in promoting Animosity 
and distrusr for their own private purposes. 

I shall say no more of them than barely to 
remind yopr lordship, how much easier it 
is for such gentry to make their impression, 

than for an honest man to efface it. - ' . -It 

remains for me to observe, before I close 
this letter, that upon the first intimation I 
received from a person of rank in the me¬ 
tropolis, that 1 have been traduced as above, 

I instantly wrote a refutation of the charges; 
and was then assured it should be laid be¬ 
fore your lordship. Bat aa unwillingness 
to intrude, has since, k seems, prevailed 
against the promise made me; which sav¬ 
ed instance, together with tbp. publication in 
the St a’r at|d other papers ftttce, as they 
have compelled mjp to address, your, lordship 
in this direct manner, they will, 1 hope, at 
the seme time# be graciously admitted as 
my apology. 1 have the honour to be, with 
t inviolable respect, my Lord* yoqir Lord* 

1 ship’s most devpted humble servant . 

■ ■ ■ • <•’ W; Conytn oe*. 

Nom.-rQa. tba seconded*? after I had 
written and posted my letter « Lord Re- 
desdale, I obtained a mote accurate account 
of the paragraph concerning use, than, the 
„puhtie'prints* or the . prior communication 
afforded# The paragraph sap, that 


brought him (meaning Mr. O’Neil) hack 
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to what in defiance of .the lanr, I call >i« 
parish. I would gladly ihe|frr myself, in 
this case, underthe act of Parliament of (he 
?is*and 2ad of his present Majesty; enti¬ 
tled “ an act for the further relief of his 
Majesty’s subjects professing the Popish re¬ 
ligion which'act, as I conceive ir, ex¬ 
pressly requires that Popish ecclesiastics, to 
be exempted from former penalties, do in- 
'tert upon a separate and distinct roll in the 
Register's Office of each respective diocese, 
their Christian name and surname, their 
age; the orders they have received, and the 
persons from whom they revived them ; as 
also their place of abode ; and their parish, 
if they have a parish j a copy of which roll 
was ro he annually returned by the Regis¬ 
ter, to the clerk of the Prity Council, under 
the penalty of tool. But as the authority 
of Lord Redesdalc, gives me now to fear 
that I have totally misconceived the mean¬ 
ing of this act, I can only supplicate his 
indulgence for an error, which, it not quite 
pardonable, will at least induce a milder 
qualification than defiance of the law. 1 
am the more earnest in this petition, as his 
lordship has precluded me from any futu’e 
recurrence to him; arid from any further 
explanation, than what he has kindly con¬ 
descended to give in the following gnswer 
to my letter: 

, Ely Place , Dublin, Feb. t, 1804, 
Si*,—My letters to Lord Fingall (as 
far as they are the subject of your com¬ 
plaint) were a confidential statement to a 
person pf high rank and character and sup¬ 
posed influence amongst the Roman Catho¬ 
lics, of representations made to me, the 
truth of which 1 did not assert, hut com¬ 
municated them to his loiflship as 1 receiv¬ 
ed them, that jje might make proper in¬ 
quiries ; and if ne fottnd'the representations 
to have any foundation, I hoped he might 
be indu&d to use his influence, (which, I 
1 very much over-rated) to prevent 
What might produce considerable irritation 
in the minds of the Prptestautg of Ireland. 
These letters^ therefore, .ought to have re¬ 
mained in the closet of Lord Fingall: a 
different Use has been made of them for 
purposes sufficiently obvious; but 1 am not 
responsible for a publication which is an 
abuse of my confidence, and perhaps also 
of .the confidence of Lord Fingall. 1 have, 

1 think,« right to complain of any publica¬ 
tion of those .letters; but, 1 have 2 right 
most strongly to complain of the great in¬ 
justice of that, partial .publication,* which 
has afforded ground' for the, grossest and 
most malicious misrepresentation. Those* 
'tjrho determined to abuse my confidence »nd 
(as I am informed) that of Lord "Fingall, 


would have acted a more manly,.and so for 
a less blameable part, if they had given she 
whole corAspondence as it haf actually 
passed) in print, so as to be accessible tp 
every one. Any publication I should have 
considered as a gross injustice, and must to- 
sent it s> such. Mv letters conld not havp 
been injurious to you, if they had remained 
with Lord Fingal. If any iiyury had arisen 
to you from the publication, it would not 
have proceeded from me. But the Jettfirs, 
•though published, could not have been in¬ 
jurious to you* had they srogd alone, and 
without^comment; for I did not mention 
your * naftte, nor did I know yoyr name 
could be, in any mannfr, connected with 
the informations which I had received, and 
communicated to Lord bingalJ, until Mr. 
O’Neil's pamphlet was sent to me, and, as . 
you now tell m?, at your instance. If that 
jjamphlet makes an application which I ne¬ 
ver made, the application.springs from-Mr. 
O’Neil and yourself. You call that pam¬ 
phlet “ an humble remonstrance.” ’ I con¬ 
sider it as one of many extraordinary pub¬ 
lications which have lately appeared j some 
imputed to high authority ; others counte¬ 
nanced by high authority ; the tendency of 
which is to insult the Protestants of Ireland, 
and their religion, and to irritate the differ¬ 
ent sects against each other. I hare no 
disposition to attribute \hesc publications 
to the Roman Catholics in geifSlKT. " 9 n 
the contrary, I believe there are many, very 
many, who sincerely deplore their mis¬ 
chievous effect. Bub the publications de¬ 
monstrate tht* temper of those who have 
composed and patronized them; and with a 
person who professes to consider Mr. 
O’Neil’s pamphlet as ** an humble remon¬ 
strance,” I think I cannot prudently hold 
any’ 901 retpondence, especially after the 
treatment 1 have experienced with respect 
to my letters to Lord Fingall. I shall 
therefore decline giving^my further an*swer 
to your-letter, which would unavoidably 
lead to a long and unpleasant discussion. 
——I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
most humble servant, * Rfdesdale. 

Tfce Rev. Dr . Cejiftinger. 

ZO-THE NOBILITY AMD CENTSY OF THE 
COUNTY Or CORK- 

Tbe humble remonstrance of tbe Rev. Peter 
jO’NeiI t R <?! Parish Priest of Ballymofoda, 

(vide note * No. 7 , of tbe Correspondence). 

My LOKDS AND GENTLEMEN,— -—The 
present mild administration of his Majesty’s 
government in Ireland, having graciously 

ft . " "" " " - - --- - 

* Mr. O’Neil, whose superior I am, is the only 
Roman Catholic clergyman 19 Ireland who has 
returned from Botany Say. 
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recalled me from a painful and humiliating 
'chilli, to liberty in my native country, I 
avail my sell of the earliest opportunity to 
solicit your attention,while I endeavour, by 
« ptain statement, to rethove from your minds 
that odium which misrepresentation and ob¬ 
loquy have long excited against me; and 
which, tinremoved, must render my exis¬ 
tence here equally painful to yo6 and to 
myself. Were this obloquy and misrepre- 
aesieetipn confined ih its effects to my own 
individual person, however desirable the re¬ 
instatement w your good opinion must be, I 
should hardly presume to intrude upon ycAi; 
tylt my character affects, in some degree, that 
pf the body to which 1 have the honOur to 
belong; it interests the reputation of many 
‘Itttpectabie persons who have bumaucl^in- 
, tcriered in my behalf; and what is still of 
far greater importance, it may possibly in¬ 
terest the reputation of his Majesty^ go¬ 
vernment In Ireland, which with discrimi¬ 
nating impartiality hath looked down upon 
me, enveloped as I was in a mist of calumny; 
faUh sketched fonh & parental hand to re¬ 
lease m« from imprisonment, to breal^ my 
chains, and to expunge the hasty sentence 
which consigned me for a time to shame and 
suffering. I shall be particularly careful 
while you condescends indulge me with a 
bearing, to confine myself to what is abso¬ 
l utely nece ssary for my exculpation. *• To 
ei|lieTs 1 ""Rr even to harbour resentment, 
wohld ill become me at any time, but pa- 
ticularly now. I forgive from my soul every 
-injury I hare*’received, and every person 
concerned in inflicting it; nbf only religion 
requires this at my hands, but common sense 
and justice.——-When I was arrested aact 
■ punished, it was doubtless in the supposition 
that 1 was deeply .engaged in the horrors 
which disgraced many parts of this kingdom 
tit that distressing period. To have 1 bean 
pointed at, as an United Irishman; as con¬ 
cerned in the shedding of blood; as an abet- a 
m of treason; as assenting to,*and en¬ 
couraging murder; was naturally a death- 
warrant itt that moment of irritation. If it 
were allowed me to complain, I should only 
find' fault with the precipitancy of the.pro- 
qoedings which then afflicted me. Had 1 
been favoured with a regular trial, or even 4 
« calm investigation, the error would have 
been discovered, and my tntffortunes would 
havi been obviated; but though the mea¬ 
tuses were precipitately adopted, they were 
ife Under the full con viction of flagitious 

guilt; and however painful to me, were 
>ertatnly much lighter than such gujjt ( 
tKOutd bare deserved. Hanging were too 
IliUdJar its yaddid my conscience charge ‘j 


me at this moment -with what T was Ictwsed 
of then, I should ihink myself favowed'by 
transportation: I should hide my head du¬ 
ring the remainder of my ignominious days, 
fr om the sight of the most atrocious fellow- 
criminals : but no proof of these enormities 
ever has, or ever can be adduced. My lord# 
and gentlemen, I am now liberated: not 
through a pardon solicited for, or granted 
me; but on.thc merits of my Case. To vo¬ 
lunteer in pet jury is an excess of wickedness 
so vile as not to be attributed to the most 
abandoned without the strongest proofs. 
Undgr a full conviction that an appeal to 1 
the God of Truth in support of known false¬ 
hood, would be nothing less than a call 
upon him toexpunge my name forevci.fiom 
the book of life; *to with-hold from mo all 
•participation in the merits of my Redeemer; 
to doom of its own nature, my soul to never- 
ending misery*; I now most solemnly swear, 
in tlie presence of Almighty ^Jod, upon his 
Holy Gospels, first, that I was ne ,r er an 
United Irishman; that I never took that 
oath; that I never encouraged, advised, or 
permitted others to take it; but on the con¬ 
trary that I dissuaded others from taking it; 
some of whom have had the genefusit’y to 
make affidavit of my exertions in this be. 
half ;aand there are many who have candidly 
added that they would have taken it, had I 
not prevented them. .Some of these affida¬ 
vits have long since been laid before govern¬ 
ment, together with the other documents of 
my exculpation. Secondly, I do declare 
upon my oath that I never signed the death- 
warrant of any man; or an assent to the 
murder or to the death of any man; and that 
I pever was asked to sign such death-war¬ 
rant or assent. “This declaration is further 
strikingly corroborated Ijy the following 
circumstance: no such paper has ever been 
produced against me It * would have 
amounted incontroveftibly to conspiracy,.or 
murder; it would alone* have condemned- 
me to the gibbet, and there can he no dotjbt, 
if you conifer the temper of my tieatment, 
that such an important paper would not 
have been kept back through lenity. There 
are tome gentlemen of this country,-who 
Have declared to others that will attest it, 
that they had this paper in their hand; that 
they knew my signature: I now call upon 
them most respectfully, most-earnestly, and 
without intending the slightest offence; I* 
challenge them, I’dcfy them to produce it. 
When these gentlemen were- asked by my 
friends, during my banishment, why this 
t paper was not brought forward previoucta 
* my punishment,- sir before the court of in¬ 
quiry, which Wits held upon me in Youghaf, 
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tome could givb no answer, while others as¬ 
serted that it was subsequent to that in • 
quiry, this, paper was discovered: again I 
call ior itJ let it be produced; and if it 
cannot, let common justice remand it for 
ever to its source-malignant calumny. It 
was my peculiar misfortune that the charges 
then made* against me were not only with¬ 
held from myself, but even my friends had 
no intimation of them, except by common 
reporr, which then was busily employed in 
disseminating the various atrocities supposed 
to have been committed by me: but nothing 
specifically authenticated hod transpired: 
the very committal was so vague as to have 
excited the astonishment of a professional 
friend of mine in Dublin, and to have even-’ 
tually led to my discharge, I shall now 
proceed to the particulars of my case. lm» 
mediately upon my arrest, I was broughr 
.into Youghal, where, without any previous 
trial, I was confined in a loathsome recepta¬ 
cle of the B*arrack, called the Black Hole, 
rendered still more offensive by the stench 
of the common necessary adjoining it. In 
that dungeon I remained from Friday until 
Monday, when I was conducted to the Ball- 
ally t<J* receive my punishment. No trial 
had yet intervened, nor ever alter.—I was 
stripped and tied up; six soldiers stood* 
forth for this operation; some of them right 
handed, some left-handed men, 1 two at a 
time (as 1 judge from the quickness of the 
lashes) and relieved at intervals, until I had 
received two-hundred and seventy-live lashes 
•so vigorously and so deeply inflicted, that 
my back and the» points of toy shoulders 
were quite bared of the flesh.—At that mo¬ 
ment, a letter was handed to the olliccr gre- 
siding^wriitcn, I undcrstsfhd, in my favour 
by the late Horn Capt. O’Brien, of Rostrl- 
lan. It happily interrupted my punish¬ 
ment. But i had not hitherto shaken the 
triangle ; a display of feeling which it seems 
vmi eagerly expected from me. To acccle-, 
rape that spectacle, a wire-cat was intro¬ 
duced, armed with scraps of tii^or lhad. (I 
judge from the effect, and from the descrip¬ 
tion given met) Whatever were its appen¬ 
dages^ cannot easily forget the power of it. 
In defiance of shame, my waistband was cut 
for the (finishing strokes of this laseeratingi 
instrument. The very first lash, as it re¬ 
newed all my pangs, and* shot convulsive 
agony through my entire frame, made me 
shake the triangle indeed. A second inflic¬ 
tion of it, penetrated my loins, and tore them 
excrutiahogly j . the third maintained the 
tremulous exhibition , long, enough—the 

spectators were satisfied,--1 should spare 

you, my lards and gentlemen, the disgust* 


ing minuteness of this last detail, but It. will 
be found materially*connected with a most 
dreadful cIffarge which appears upon tha 
minutes of a Court ofinquiry, held Id in* 
vestigate my case the year following in 
Youghalj under Gen. Graham, by order of 
the Marquis Cornwallis. Before this Court 
1 was not brought; nor any trier d of mint 
summoned thither to speak for me. It was 
even a subject of sarcastic remark in the 
prison-ship, that while*I stood there 
the sailors, my trial, as they termed it, was 
going on in %oughal. Witlythe proceed¬ 
ings of lhat Court I am to this day unac¬ 
quainted. *It was ordered .1 know, in con¬ 
sequence of a memorialspon my situation, 
handed to a distinguished nobleman', and by 
hit? presented at the Castle; 1 was not con¬ 
sulted with regard to its contents. Unfor¬ 
tunately for me* it was penned with mure 
val than accuracy; serting lo>th, among 
other hardships, that after mv punishment, 

I had been left without medical assistance, 
(on the report, I presume, of a sister-in-law, 
who visited me within the interval between 
the whipping and the apothecary’s arrival;) 
it further stated (hat I had been whipt and 
thrown into a dungeon; instead of stating, 
as it ought to have'done, that 1 had been 
thrown into a dungeon and whipt. This 
inversion was fatal to me. For the evidence 
of Mr. Green, apothecary, most plausibly 
contradicted theBe allegations of •tlW'YllfWo- 
rial; and that circumstance, when coupled 
with the subsequent horrid charges auda¬ 
ciously forged and foisted iflto the minutes 
of the inquiry, excited an almost invincible 
prejudice in the inind of the mercitu 1 -Lord 
Cornwallis against me. For when, after a 
considerable lapse of time, my professional - 
fyiend in Dublin renewed his i fforts to save 
mS, at the risk, of being deemed importunate 
and troublesome, he was still graciously ho¬ 
noured with an audience, wherein to pre¬ 
clude all future interfe*ence, as quite*mef- 
fectual and hopeless, his Excellency direct¬ 
ed Colonel Littlehales to read these minutes 
to my patron. They reported that I had 
freely avowed to Mr. Benjamin Green, apo- 
thet^ry, while he was dressing my wounds, 
at the time I was about to be sent on board - 
the prison-ship, that I deserved all I had 
suffered and more; for I was privy to ,the 
murders, Sc. 8&c. committed in my parish: 
that l coutd account for my conduct in no 
other way, than by attributing it to the in¬ 
stigation of the devil: and that I deserved 
to be shot The cruel edge of this forged 
evidence was still further whetfed by sub- 
pining to it, that this Mr.^Qreen was a Ro¬ 
man Catholic. My respectable intercessor. 
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being quite unprepared to, tricct sncb an ac¬ 
cusation, bung down lps bead and with* 
drew. But he lost no time in communica¬ 
ting this-reverie to.my ordinary, Boctor 
Coppinger^who wai equally astonished at 
these assertions ^ but who seized the oppor¬ 
tunity, until a refutation of all could be 
procured, to point, in the interim, to-the de¬ 
signing and notorious falsehood pf Mr. 
Green’s catholicity. In a very few days 
Mtvgwen himself spontaneously furnished 
Sp'Oisnopwith a peremptory denial of the 
above particulars, under his own hand: de¬ 
claring rnoretjlrer in a written acknowledge* 
ment, that no conversation had )>lised be¬ 
tween-him arid the prisoner, but as between 
a- medical man and his patient. This same 
gentleman also ingeniously presented him¬ 
self at the parish-chapel of Ballytnacoda, of¬ 
fering to make oath, that ifc had not given 
the evidence here attributed to him. The 
Deputy Judge Advocate General, Major 
Ellis, has been pleased to transcribe these 
minutes, as far as they regarded Mr. Green, 
far the express purpose of contradicting this 
forgery. I shall now irisert them, with his 
letter to the said Mr. Green. 

Ymgkal, 28 tb July , 1800 . 

Sir, -“ Your application to me, for a 

copy of the evidence you gave at a Court of 
Inquiry, by order of Major General Gra¬ 
ham, at which, by'the said General’s orders 
yo y av ea s obliged to attend, 1 have not the 
smallest objection to give you, which I have 
taken verbatim from the original, now in 
tiff possession, and in v^hich I cannot be mis¬ 
taken, as you. know I nave aosed as Deputy 
«FudgC Advocate General at the said Court. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

RICHARD ELLIS.* 

Evidence given by Mr. Benjamin 
Green, apothecary, at a Court of Inquiry, 
Which tat at Youghal, on the a8th of Au¬ 
gust, 1790, to inquire arid investigate the 
woadbet of the Revj, Peter O'Neil, formerly 

priest of the parish of Bfellyroacoda. 

" Question by the Court .—As the prisoner 
has set forth in his memorial to his Excel¬ 
lency the Lord Lieutenant, that he was kept 
in a dungeon, and, after punishment, was 
neglected; not having his back dressed / foe 
Court call upon yon to declare what you* 
know', as to that part of his memorial. ■ 

“ Armuer by Mr. Benjamin £run .—In less 
than twphoors after O'Neil, the Priest had 
keen punished, I attended him, and dressed 
whack 1 and gave him such medicines gs I 
deetnqd necessary. The prisoner was con- 
. Slid in a* airy, comfortable, healthy room, 
ihfoeupper part of the gaol, where I visjf- 
odhimovejy day,*and*dresitd bis tack, and 




administered every assistance.! Judged me*, 
cossary; not only to preserve nis health, 
but likewise to heal -Ms hack; and when 
the prisoner was removed from the gaol to 
the guard-room, hi order to be put on hom'd 
of £ boat, 1 then dressed him, and gave him 
a lotion to use afterwards, in order to pre¬ 
serve his health. And am sorry » be ob¬ 
liged to state, that I never received any pay¬ 
ment for my medicine's or trouble.—This is • 
the whole of flie evidence given by Mr. Ben¬ 
jamin Green. RICHARD ELLIS, 

Dep. Tudge Advocate Gen.” 

Another resectable gentleman is repre- 
sented'in these*minutes to have said, that 
immediately after my punishment, I ac¬ 
knowledged to him that 1 was privy to the 
murder of two seldiers; that 1 knew of a 
gun kept in my parish for the purpose of 
murder, and remarkable for the certainty of 
its aim ; he is there beside stated to have said, 
that I made this* declaration, not under any 
apprehension of punishment, hut I seemed 
rather to speak, as one clergyman would to 
another, in a moment of contrition: such at' 
least is the substance of this gentleman’s 
words, as far as my friend in Dublin, to 
whom the evidence wss read, could recollect 
it. Now from foe nature of the comtnuni- 
•cation, which it. is here asserted I made, it 
will be naturally supposed, that the gentle¬ 
man had a private interview with me after 
my punishment: but he himself is thorough¬ 
ly persuaded that he had not. I never laid 
my eyes on him since I saw him at that 
time, in the public Ball-ally. During my, 
flagellation he stood opposite me, close to 
the triangle, with a paper and a pencil in 
his hand, noting down whatever then oc¬ 
culted to him* Ht asked, did yoq know 
that the fire arms were taken from my house? 
My answer was rather t$> short—Sir, I 
heard you say ss; but I felt at the moment, 
by heavier strokes, the consequence of my 
L impoliteness. I really considered that ggn- 
r tleraan, on account of his apparent insensi¬ 
bility at*tbe time, as the veiy reverse of a 
friend; andNvhile 1 now positively deny my 
having made the acknowledgment above re¬ 
ported, I shall take the liberty to ask'; first, 
whether it be consistent with lik&ihood, 
L that. When such a severe punishment and so 
1 witnessed by him, was over, I had selected 
that yery gentlemen in order to criminate 
myself to such a confident, without any 
possible advantage ? I beg leave to ask, in 
the second place, if I had made this acknow¬ 
ledgment at the. Ball-ally, why a certain 
subaltern, declaring that he had power to 
wet at he pleased by me, should safer rift 
(naked and bleeding as I was),into a small 
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roam >Q * corner of the Ball-ally, and 4tern- 
lytellroe, that if I would not now m»ke aft 
avowal of guilt, I should be brought out to 
receives repetition of my punishment; ana 
afterward* to be shot. Am why he should 
repeat that menace the Same eVening in the 
gaol, anfj still more forcibly the dsy follow¬ 
ing. The circumstances of his exertions on' 
that occasion, are too striking to be omitted. 
'After! had answered him in the corner of, 
the Ball-ally that l would suffer any death 
rather than acknowledge a crime whereof I 
was not guilty, he told me 1 should be set at 
liberty if I would agree to a certain proposal 
which he then made; but Justice and truth 
commanded me to reject it. When conduct¬ 
ed to gaol, after a tapse of three,hours* I was 
presented with a refreshsnent: it appeared 
to be wine and water, but must have h^i 
some other powerful ingredient; for it 
speedily brought on a stujjor. The same 
officer soon roused me from my lethargy, 
with a renewed effort to extort this avowal 
from me: he drew bis sword; he declared 
• Jie would never part with me until it were 
given in writing; he threatened, that I 
should be forthwith led out again, flogged 
as before, shot, hanged,'my head cut off to 
be exposed upon the gaol-top, and my body 
thrown into the river: that he would allow 
me but two minutes to determine. Then 
going to the door, he called for a scrip of 
paper, while the sentinel swore terribly at 
the same time, that he would blow' my 
brains out if I persisted longer in my re¬ 
fusal. Under this impression I scribbled a 
note to my brother, which they instantly 
cried out was what they warned; the pre- 
_ cise expressions of it, 1 do not at this mo¬ 
ment recollect; it purported a wish thsft my 
brother might no longer indulge uneasiness 
upon my accodbt, for I deserved what 1 got. 
The officer withdrew; my sister-in-law 
then gSt admittance: she told me, she had 
j jjft it heard the sentinel say, that during mg 
entire punishment, nothing .Was against me: 
however, that the paper I had just written 
would assuredly hang me. I Exclaimed that 
their dreadfdt threats had compelled me to 
write it; which exclamation being carried 
to thl officer, he returned the next dav : be 
called gie to the gaol window commanding % 
view of a gallows, whereon two men were 
banging; their bodies so bloody, that I 
imagined they wore red jackets. A third 
halter remained yet unoccupied, which he 
declared was intended for me, should 1 per¬ 
sist in disclaiming the aforesaid note. Look, 

; said he, at these men, look at that rope, your 

.]_lit____.L V .1 •. 


treatment shall be worse than theirs, if ydu 
disown wlptt you wrote yesterday s adding 
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the* it was still in my power to get free. 1 
imagined from this, mat he wanted money 
Tram me; «r a favourite mare which I bad 
occasionally lent him. My answer was, if 
you liberate me you shall always Bad ibQ, 
faithful; there is nothing in my power thsft 
I will not do. Do not then attempt, said he* 
to exculpate yourself, and so retired. I 
now procured your paper, whereon I wrote 
a formal protest against What he extorted 
from me as above; thpt, should I be exe¬ 
cuted, this protest .might appear affSP’sry 
death.—I wrote! a second, with the same 
design; but Heft them both After me in th« 
gaol; apprehensive, that should they be.,, 
found in my possession, they might cause 
me to be treated with additional severity. 
Neither did I afterward, while in gaol, 
ojfenly assert my innocence for that reason. 
Now, so little credit seems to have been 
attached to this paper, in any subsequent 
Proceeding, that it was never after, to my 
knowledge, produced against me. Indeed 
there is reason to imagine that what thie 
gentleman is reported to have advanced in 
the above minutes, was never said by him ; 
because the same audacity which forged a 
declaration for Mr. Green, might be daring 
enough to forge a similar declaration lor 
this gentleman. Thus by the providence 
of God-, what was maliciously intended fo 
ruin me, has in the eaent effected my re¬ 
lease. Lord Cornwallis, whose cUaossaaeent 
perceived, and whose generosity recoiled 
at this questionable proceeding, unhesita¬ 
tingly issued an order for ny removal from 
the transport; The following letter an¬ 
nounces that order to my friend m Dublin; 
^ “ Dublin-Carfk, 3ad June, 180Q. 

u Sin,*——I have had the honour to re¬ 
ceive, and to lay before my Lord Lieutenant, 
your letter of the 28 th instant, with its en¬ 
closure, and am directed to acquaint yop, 
that his Excellency's commands have bean 
this day conveyed to Major General Myem, 
to take the Rev. Peter 0 ‘Neil from op board 
the Ann,. Botany Bay Ship, in Cork Harbour, 
and to cause him to be imprisoned until fur¬ 
ther orders, but not to treat him with harsh¬ 
ness or severity.——I have the honour to be. 
Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

E. B. llTTtEHAl.ES," 

1 bad sailed before this order arrived. 

On this passage out a mutiny arose among 
the convicts, who, taking advantage of tbs 
moment when the captain was fumigating 
the ship, suddenly set upon, and tied him. 
The sentinel, a Malais, cried out to me in 
his own jargon, as I was walking the main 


deck, that there was-war below; offering me 
his drawn sword, in order to fortify my tft- 
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aerfewmce. What my conduct -at that criti¬ 
cal moment was, will pome better from 
ethers. 1 shall only say that the most prompt 
end athletic exertion, preceded my entrea¬ 
ties and rendered them .essential. How, as 
well as by whom, the captain was extricated, 
without even the intervention of an officer, 
be bitnself can HI. Another gentleman, 
Me. Piper, ot the New S. Wales Cosps, can 
tell. Mr. Roberts, the surgeon, told it so 
circumstantially to the Lieutenant Governor, 

“ r l 3 fJffToveaux, that lie afteiwards treated 
me with, particular kindness. 0 This power¬ 
fully contributed to reconcile me to my fate * 

1 bad almost made up my mind *td*ranam 
there for ever*: the thoughts ot home ceased 
tube importunate. In die mean time the 
exertions of my friend were indefatigable: 
fan contrived to bring my case under the eye 
ef oar present Chief Governor, Lord Hard- 
wicke, whose firmness, tempered by that, 
clemency which distinguished his illustrious 
predecessor, was not to be warped by party- 
•pposjtion. An injured subject, in the very 
Antipodes, was alike within the range of his 
jpovtrer and. attention. He listened with pa¬ 
tience; he examined wiih impartiality; h« 
decided with justice. An order from him 
bath set me free. At my return to Ireland 
I waited upon my ordinary, Doctor Coppin- 
for; I represented to him the many hard¬ 
ships I had undergone; I referred him so 
the ssvwul proofs of my innocence, which 
had passed through his own hands, and which 
were now officially authenticated, by my 
warranted return to mjfcnative country. 1 
reminded him that as I had a tegular colla¬ 
tion of.ray parish, and could not forfeit it by 
the unfounded changes alleged against me,* 
nor by any subsequent misfortunes, I could 
not in justice be deprived of it, nor opposed 
by him in resuming my functions in that pa¬ 
rish. He suggested in answer, that the • 
strong prejudices which still seemed to pre¬ 
vail agbtnsl me, rendered it in his mind im- 
prqgpnf, not to say unsafe, for me to return 
thither. Yet, when 1 remarked to him that 
the sending me to any other quarter, beside 
the injustice of such a step, would in a great 
degreere%ct a censure upon me; that„it 
Would be an extreme of severity, while 1 
was acquitted in the eyes of the government, 
and by the act of Lord Hardwicke, thfjt he, 
my ordinary, and. as 1 hoped my friend, 
should seem, in this way, to asperse roe; he 
yielded to my remonstrance; t again took 
chirge of my parish, where, with the assist- 
woe of God, I shall persevere in the most 
strenuous endeavours to maintain peace, in- ( 
dustry, loyalty, and good order among my 
pariahwqera. ‘ A circumstance occurred upon 


the present occasion; very triviaMfl itsfclfibof 
which, as it gave rise to a most injnriooa res* 
presentation, I feel myself bound to notice. 
.Six or seven pf Doctor Goppingbr's clergy 
had been engaged to dine with'him bn the ' 
following day: he was pleated to ask-roe to 
join them; which, having done, I was since, 
in addition to my other crosses, extremely* 
mortified to learn, that this plain private re-' 
past was magnified into a most sumptuous 
banquet, given! in honour of Mr. 0 ‘Neil’s re¬ 
turn. This glaring mis-statement, which of 
itself would not have affected my ordinary, has 
been the cause of much uneasiness since: as 
seemingly connected with an intimation from 
a respectable character in Dublin, informing 
him that a personage in that metropolis ’of 
high rank and grtlt power, misled by this 
false intelligence, had complained that Doc¬ 
tor Coppioger restored me to my parish, as a 
martyr in triumph, with insult to the of¬ 
fended justice of the laws, flee. &c. 

I am neither commissioned nor qualified 
■ to vindicate the character of Doctor Coppin- 
ger, in this or in ai)y other particular : I can 
only express my sorrow at having been thus 
the unintentional cause of this painful impu¬ 
tation. His character, wherever it is k ft own, 
will be its own support; little does it stand 
in need of adventitious aid, much less of 
that which my poor depreciated suffrage can 
administer. He has, I learn, drawn up a 
narrative, which, such misrepresentation, if 
long continued, will call upon him to pub¬ 
lish—I have now, my lords and gentlemen, 
to apologize for the tedious length of this 
elucidation, which I humbly submit to you, 
in the hope that I am not now in your mind 
the sort of person you have been taught to 
consider me. I wifi also hope that the ur¬ 
gency of my case will effectually plead in 
excuse for my presumption in thus publicly 
addressing you; a liberty I shall never again, 
upon any account, assume. I commit my¬ 
self with confidence to your humane coosK 
deration; and Have'the honour to be wit!^ 
the most profound respect, ——My lords and 
gentlemen, your rapst devoted, and most 
faithful, humble servant, r . o'neil. 

October 23 , 1803 . 

* INTELLIGENCE. * \ 

Foa eiott .—The®latest French and Ger¬ 
man newspapers confirm the account, that the 
Beys of Egypt,’ after stipulating for certain 
privileges, have, finally, agreed to the con¬ 
vention proposed by the Turkish govern¬ 
ment, by whicb.the possession of that coun-. 
try is secured to the Porte.—Alt Pasha ha* 
succeeded in driving the Sulliotes, a Greek 
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-tribe sitoatednear J*nina, from their native 
mountain** and Chiaffa and Cogna liave 
Been taken by capitulation, and the inhabi¬ 
tants permitted to retire to Parga.—It is said 
that Intelligence has been dispatched to Con¬ 
stantinople .of the arrival of an adjutant of 
General St Cyr, in the Morea; the avowed 
object of his visit is to purchase Turkish 
horses in the peniuspla* for the use of the 
French army on the opposite side of the 
Adriatic, but the attention with which he 
inspects every thing, the I’asha of Janina is 
suspicious of his intentions.-It is report¬ 

ed that the First Consul or France has, un¬ 
expectedly, required from his Sicilian Ma¬ 
jesty, the surreudejr of three fortresses of im¬ 
portance on thp coast, which are to be, gar¬ 
risoned by French trodps during the war; 
this request, however, the king, after hold¬ 
ing a council of state, is said to have refu¬ 
sed.——Throughout the wly>le Batavian Re¬ 
public, the French are enforcing the decrees 
relative to’British merchandize, with unre¬ 
lenting severity. Wherever property of that 
description is discovered, it is immediately 
seized aud confiscated. Some remonstran¬ 
ces have been made against these proceed¬ 
ings,'-and particularly one hy the govern¬ 
ment of Zealand to the French General, 
Monnet, but they have all been ineffectual. 
Buonaparte is at Paris, and ,the legislative 
body is engaged in the discussion of the civil 
code.—Te Deum has been sung at Ma¬ 
laga, for die restoration of health to that 
city. 

Domestic.— According to some late ac¬ 
counts fiom Ireland, it appears that the spi¬ 
rit of rebellion in that country has not yet 
subsided. Eleven persons have be.en very 
recently arrested at C^rk, accused of be¬ 
longing to a treasonable committeej and it 
has been rumoured that a rising was expected 
to lake place in the county of Antrim. The 
city of Dublin, on the night of the 14 th in- 
K*mt, was completely alarmed, and all thf 
military were called out, hot the circumstan¬ 
ces which gave rise to this m^raordinary vi¬ 
gilance is qot yet knojvnw—Astlett, who 
was, some time ago, convicted of taking ex¬ 
chequer bills from the Bank of England, 
and whose case whs left for the decision of 
the jvd^es, received sentence of death at thtf 
OM Bailey on the 20th inst. ■*— During the 
*wb last weeks, nothing of particular im¬ 
portance has occurred in parljament, except 
the passing of the Irish Bank Restriction 
Bill by the House of Commons, Lord Gren- 
yiUe’s motion relative to the issues of bank 
papers, and- Mr., Yorkc’s motion relative to 
the volunteer*, have been postponed, Jn 
c o n seq uenc e of the ilium of hi* Majesty.— 


The committee appointed to try the petition 
ot Sir Thomas Tvyton, against the ftotilh* 
wark elecsion, have'decided in favour of 
Mr. Ti*ruey.—The Kjng * has been please 
ed to grant unto Major-General Sir John 
Francis Cradock, Knigi, Companion of the 
Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath* 
his royal licence and permission, that he' 
may receive and wear thf Badge of the 
Ottoman Order of the Crescent, conferred 

. on him by the Grand Signior.- He has, 

also, been pleased to appoint Major-GeHefli 
John Stuart, tp be Lieulenan^ Governor ot; 
his Majesty's island of Grenada. —— Hit 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wale*, ha* 

• been pleased to appoint Mr. Sheridan, Re¬ 
ceiver General of the Duchy of Cornwall, 
ill the room of Lord Elliot, deceased.— 
Sir James Bon tier, who succeeded Mr. Clap* 
ham, as Col left or of his Majesty's Custom* 
Jn the island of St. Lucie, is since appointed 
Ordnance Store-Keeper to the colony of 
Demerara.——On the 14 th inst. the publip 
was informed that the King had been SO 
much indisposed, that Sir Francis Millman-, 
Dr. Heberden, and Mr. Dundas had been 
called in to aitend himj and a bulletin wat 
communicated to the different branches of 
the royal family, stating that “ His Majesty 
“ is much indisposed to-day."—A cabinet 
council was held in the evening, which cod- 
tifined from eight until past three o'clock.— 
On the 15 th the bulletin was, •ttfat'^' ji His 
“ Majesty is to-day much the same as 
“ he was yesterday," signed by “ F. Mill- 
“ man ar.d \jf. Heberderf.” These wo 
gentlemen, •together wiih Mr. Dundas sat 
up till night with the King. The Council 

•met again at eight o’clock in the evening, 
and sat until past midnight.—-On the 
tlie Bulletin was, that “ no material altera- . 
“ tion has taken place since yesterday. Fi 

• ** Millman, W. Heberden.” A meeting of 
the Council was held during the dav, and 
another at night.—Oifrthe 17th, the*BuHe- 
tin was, that “ his Majesty has had several 
“ hours sleep, and seems to be refreshed hy 
“ it. F. Millman, W. Heberden.” Sie 
Lucas Pepys and Dr. Reynolds were also 
called in to attend hiB Majesty. The Coun¬ 
cil sat again On that day. The reports ge¬ 
nerally circulated were, that the King was 
Certainly better.—On the 18th, the Bulle¬ 
tin was, thit “ his Majesty is much the 
“ same as yesterday, and we do not appre- 
M hend him to be in danger. L. Pepys, 

** H. M. Reynold*, Millman, W. He- 
“ berden.” The orders which had been 

,->-———r 

•' These appointment* were made previous tp 
his Majesty’s illness. 
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given nt the Queen’* House for the exclu- 
«on of at) persons, exeept the Royal fa¬ 
mily, the medical gentlemen attending the 
King, those of the household, and Mr. Ad¬ 
dington, were strictly observed. During 
the day, Mr. Addington had, an audience 
with the Rnyal Family.—On the iqth, the 
Bulletin was, that “ his M:ij sry ha* had a 
** gbod night, ^nd is rather better .to-day. 
** lr. Penys. H. M. Reynolds, F. Millman, 
^“^Jjjtleherdet ” Besides the gentlemen 
Who signed the Bulletin, Dr. Symmonds,<of 
St. Luke’s, y.is called in, ,The general 
bunion during the day was, that ,his Ma«- 
jesty was better. A Cabinet Council was 
held at noon.—On *the aoth, the Bulletin • 
wait, that “ his Mrjesry continues much 
** the same as he was yesterday. L. Pepy% 
** H. M. Reynolds, F. Millman, W. Heber- 
** den.” From the favourable symptoms 
Which appeared during the day, considera¬ 
ble hopes were entertained of the King’s re¬ 
covery. The Council met again at noon. 
—On the 21 st, the Bulletin was, that ” his 
** Majesty continues much the same as he 
** has been these two last days, L. Pepys, 
u H. M. Reynolds, F, Millman, W. He- 
** berden.” One of the physicians was in 
constant attendance on thr King during the 
whole day.—On the 22d, the Bulletin was, 
that " his Majesty has had a good night, 
and is rather bdter this morning. L. 
“ P epy s ^t l . M. Reynolds, F. Millman, W. 
** Heherden.” Besides the physicians al¬ 
ready mentioned. Dr. Turton has attended 
the King. The Council saj, again at ele¬ 
ven that morning. For the tWo last days 
the Equerry and Groom in waitiug art Aid¬ 
ed at the Queen’s House. ,> 

Navai.—T he naval preparations in the 
enemy’s ports are again represented to be 
in such a state of forwardness 'as to enable 
them almost immediately to attempt an in- < 
vaiion. Notwithstanding the unfavourable 
Weathdr which has prevailed in Holland for 
tome time past, all the amail vessels which 
havener) built at different places, for the 
flotilla ar Flushing, have passed along the 
canals to the place of rendezvous. About 
sixty vessels of from four to six hundred 
tons burthen remain at Amsterdam, intend¬ 
ed for the troops at the Holder: at New 
Diep also, a large number of transports re¬ 
mains ; on board of which trotips are to be 
immediately embarked. At Flushing, which 
is the grand place of assemblage for the. 
Batavian beats, See. Sec . the flotilla is com 
plete, end it is said, only waits for orders to 
wls—.AtUoulogne,too, notwithstanding, 
the extent of the preparations there, it is 
Snorted that every thing is" ready for im¬ 
mediate action, although jt was asserted in 
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the accoanti.received lent week, that all the 
armed.veiself, Transports, dec, which were 
to be assembled there could not be collect* 
ed before the end of March,——-An em¬ 
bargo has been Ibid on all vessels in Boon* 
deaux, and all the merchantmen at that 
place, amounting to upwards of fifty, .have 
been taken into the service of the Repub¬ 
lic. It is also said, {hat there are aeout 
two hundred and fifty flat-bottomed boats 
there, and that much exertion is made to 
get them ready for service.——The two 
frigates and twelve gud-vesseli which were 
directed to be Built in the ports of France, 
by the'Italian Republic, are completed.— 
On the lyrh instant, Capt. Brown, in the 
Sauirrel, captured the French No. 626, 
called L’Esperanef, of forty tons burthen, 
aad fitted to carry eight horses. She left 
Ostend the night before, and was bound to 
Boulogne. , 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Irish Bank Paper. —The third read¬ 
ing of the bill for continuing the restriction 
on the Bank of Dublin brought forth, on 
the 2 tst instant, some facts and observa¬ 
tions, which the public must conside/ as in¬ 
teresting. To the bill itself no, objection 
was made ;hut, on the principle of it, and 
as to its general tendency. Lord Archibald 
Hamilton begged leave to state, that his 
opinion was not at all changed,} and, Mr. 
Corry remarked, that he should say nothing 
upon these topics, seeing that they were 
“ not regularly before the House,” the sim¬ 
ple question being, whether the restriction 
on the Bank of Dublin should be con¬ 
tinued or not. Thjs is* a new and very fa¬ 
vourite way of shortening discussions, or 
rather of preventing them altogether; for, 
if the principle and general tendency of 
restriction bills were not proper topics to 
be discussed upon tbis occasion, it is hard 
to say what were proper topics : indeed,^f 
such doetjine prevails, there will soon Wb 
an end to all discussion whatever ; and the 
pious Doctor, amongst his other achieve¬ 
ments, will have reduced the conversation 
of the House of Commons to “ veai yea, 
“ and nay nay.* ’—— Sir John Newport 
took occasion to make, on this occasion, 
some very pertinent remarks. He very 
clearly and concisely exposed the absurdity 
of the ^pinions given by Mr. Thornton, in 
a former debate upon this fubjeet; * and, 
he reminded those gentlemen, who seemed 
to attribute the loss upon the exchange be¬ 
tween England and Ireland sblety to the 
degradation of Irish bank paper, that there 
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were two other causes, which powerfully 
contributed towards that loss, namely, Che 
money drawn from Ireland to England by 
non-resident landlords and others, and the 
interest of the Irish loans'payable in Eng 
land. ■ The former of these he estimated 
at three millions annually; the latter at 
one million and a half; and, these four 
millions and a half, he -observed, must be 
' set against any balance of trade which there 
might be annually, in favour of Ireland.— 
These two Co-operating causes were very 
fairly stated. The transmission of so much 
money to non-residents ijiust necessarily 
produce great effect on the course of ex¬ 
change ; and, as to the interest on the 
loans, the Irish gentlemen, who have sup¬ 
posed, and who do support, Mr. Pitt’s 
system, ought not to complain on account 
of any loss they thereby sustain. But, still, 
a considerable share of the loss must arise 
from the depreciation of Irish bank paper. 
Here in England the paper has undergone 
a virtual depreciation ; but, in Ireland, the 
depreciation has actually and openly taken 
place, and people advertise for guineas at 
a premium of twelve and a half, and, in 
*oine‘lnstances, of fourteen per centum.. 
The Irish are an odd people; they do not 
regard “ guineas an useless and expensive 
** incumbrance” ! What idiots they are ! 
———Irish bank notes are a legal tender, 
*in the game way that English bank* notes 
are: they are, in fact, the only money 
which a landlord can demand from his te¬ 
nant ; and, as they have, from causes 
which are evident enough, sunk faster than 
English bank notes, the landlord cannot 
expect to have an equal amount of English 
bank notes iu exchange for them, especi¬ 
ally while thfige is so much more money 
to be sent from Ireland to England than 
from England to Ireland——The gentle¬ 
men wlio have complained of this evil, this 
v«ty material deduction from their incomes* 
,$eem to attribute. too great a part of the 
blame to the Irish bank diregtors'aud their 
company, averting that, while the paper is 
daily falling lower and lower,thebank direc¬ 
tors sard their associates are sharing greater 
dividends than ever ; and, it is alleged even 
that tile capital of the bankers bear buff 
a very slight proportion to the amount of 
the paper that tliqy have afloat. But, do 
not these complainants mistake the instru¬ 
ment by which they are wounded* for the 
hand by which that instrument is wielded ? 
Or, do they think it more prudent to in¬ 
veigh against the former than it is to in¬ 
veigh aginst the latter f The bank direc¬ 
tors and bank company of Ireland are no 
mere than the instruments in the hands ofthe 


ministers for the time being : they wait aid 
to or diminish the,quantity of their paper, 
not according to the orders of the ministers, 
but according to the,demands, which, by 
loans or taxes, those ministers create ; and, 
it were well it the Iristi members would re¬ 
collect,, that, when they are voting for 
loans and taxes, they are voting, absolutely 
voting^fur a further issue, andconsequently 
a further depreciation, of bank paper; 
which depreciation, as we have before 
seen, is, in part at least, the cause lunfr" 
loss, which, ( while residents in England, 
they experience from the difference of ex¬ 
change* *The evil they complain of is not 
to be attributed to the bank directors so 
much as to the ministers; not to theniinistcrs 
so, much as to the national debt; not to the 
national debt simply, so much as to the 
funding systcift generally. Mr. Forster in¬ 
timated his intention to move for an inquiry 
into the state of the currency and the 
banking affairs of Ireland. Such au inquiry 
will be of service, because it must bring 
forth additional proofs of the total useless¬ 
ness of all partial remedies.——In the 
course of the conversation in the House of 
Commons, a fact of considerable import¬ 
ance came out. Lord Archibald Hamilton 
stated, with many apologies, the neces¬ 
sity of which was by no means evident, 
that, while the difference of the ex¬ 
change between the two countries wav so 
great as 18 or iq per centum, the Lords of 
the Treasury of Ireland received their sa¬ 
laries at par; to which Mfr. Corry replied, 
that, not oiffy the Lords of the Irish Trea¬ 
sury, but all the officers of the Irish go¬ 
vernment, whose official duties called them 
to England, did certainly receive their sa¬ 
laries at par! This is neither more nor 
less than making au addition to those sala- 
> ries without consent of Parliament; and, 1 
if it be not regularly and fully inquired 
into, adieu to alt that *guardiansnip *of the 
public purse, of which we have frequently 
heard so much talk. There are many mi¬ 
litary officers, upon the Irish establishment, 
whose duty call* them to England. Mem* 
burs of Parliament themselves are, by their 
duly, called to England. Does the govern¬ 
ment make to all these gentlemen a com¬ 
pensation for. what they lose by the differ¬ 
ence of eaclfange ? But, as it is impossible* 
to suppose that this matter will not undergo 
a Parliamentary inquiry, no more need be 
said on it at present. 

British Finances. — The readers of 
a the Register will recollect the several instan¬ 
ces, in which I have foretold, that there 
would appear, at the close of ISOS, a Very 
serious defalcation in the revenue.' The 
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•fate of the surplus of the Consolidated Fund 
has not yetbem laid before Parliament, and, 
therefore, upon that particular topic I shall 
not, at present, enter.} but, an account of 
the produce of the taxes has been laid 
before Parliament, and, it is with respect 
to the facts and symptoms which that 
paper exhibits, that 1 beg leave “to re; 
$uest the attention of all those who wish 
to aee the country duly prepare.d for the 

^^ggjAJilhich is approaching.-The paper, 

to which I refer, is entitled, “An ac- 

* count of (fee net prodoce,of the perma- 
" nent taxes of Great Britain, in the years 

* ending 5th of January, 1803J and 5th 
•* of January, 18(14 respectively, distin- 
•• guishing each year." Why these annual 
accounts are made np to the 5th day of Ja¬ 
nuary, except for the express purpose of 
ebnfusion, it would be hard tS say i but so it 
*», and therefore, in speaking of the year 
ending 5»h January, 1803, we will call 
It the year 1802, and in speaking of the 
year ending the 5th of January 1804, 
we will call it the year 1803.——Having 
thus swept this Exchequer rubbish out 
ef the way, I proceed to observe, that, 
according to this account, the taxes produced 
In the year 1802, amount to 27,531,3581. 
and those produced in 1803, amounted to 
30,710 747I. Besides this latter sum, there 
is the amount of th# war-taxes, collected *m 

but, as these ate entirely separate, I 
shall speak of them separately.—From a 
cursory view of the two sums'above men¬ 
tioned, it wouIiT appear that a very con¬ 
siderable increase'had taken *place in the 
taxes;* or, to use the words which the mi¬ 
nisters put info his Majesty’s last speech, that, 
the nevenne had been greatly improved..” 
Bat, let it be observed, that, in the year 
1802, there was paid, in corn bounties, the 
‘ sum of 1,633,5871. These com bounties* 
are paid at the custom-house,, out of the 
proceeds of - the taxor collected there, and, 
of Apurse, the taxes paid into the exchequer 
are so much less on that account. Therefore, 
is there have been no com bounties paid in 
the'year 1803, we must, in making a com¬ 
parison between the net produce of the tjyo 
years; add this 1,633,5871. to the sum paid 
into the exchequer in 1802. Then, ’we 
most remember; that, in the year 1803, 

' there were new taxes, which taxes were 
imposed in 1802, but did not come into the 
receipt of that year, to the amount of 
.3827,7831. And also other new taxes im- 
posed and collected in the year 1803 to the 
amount of i39,4361.,both which sums must,, 
in this comparatiVtfevlew, be deducted from 
the’total net produce of the year 1803. 


Net produce of permanent t&xet in the • * 

year 1801 .. 37,581,85* 

Add corn bounties paid at the custom¬ 
house in the year isoa. 1,633,587 


| 30,164,845 

Net produce of permanent 
I taxes in the year 1803. .80,710,747 
DtducL for new taxes .... 2,067,218 

- 97,743.53d 

• - - ’ ir 

Defalcation intheyear 1803. <£.1,421,410 

This is the Doctor’s “ improvement ” of 

the revenue ! A falling, off of 1,421,4191. in 
the year 1803, is here clearly proved to have 
taken place. There was more money ac¬ 
tually collected in the year 1803 than in 
1802; but, there was, in the former year, 
the sum of 2,96/12191. added in new taxes, 
vtjhereas the addition to the produce of*the 
year was only 1,545,802b—To this sum of 
defalcation we must add, too, half a million, 
at least, for the 'depreciation of money. The 
principle upon which this is donfc was stated 
in Veil. IV. p. 857 and 858, to which I beg 
the reader to refer; and, if he agree with • 
me as to tint principle, he will also agree 
with me, that, during the last year, (he 
Doctor’s “ improvement" of the revenue has 
’beyi exhibited in a falling of of two millions 
sterling —We will now look at this matter 
in another point of view. Hitherto we 
have compared year against .year, and we 
should have contented ourselves with boding 
that there was no falling off; no decrease in* 
the produce of any of the taxes; but, wc 
must now compare the result of the year’s 
experience with the flattering promises of 
the Doctor, and with die “ magnificent re¬ 
ceipts’’ anticipated by Lord Auckland. ' 
Estirrlatc of l/ml Audxland, of the amount of the 
net revenue for 1803, including lottwry, and land 

tax, and malt tax .it.. 34,840,464 

Actual produce of the year 
1803, according to the 

above account.30,710.747 * 

Deduct new taxes imposed 
* since the date of Lord 
Auckland’s estimate.... 130,436 


# 30,571,511 

Add land tax and lottery 1,7 50,2 ! 7 

— ..- 33,331,590 

Defalcation in Lord Auckland’s - ji -- 

magnificent receipts .... 2,518,936 

*> , - 

I have observed, that the war-taxes were 
not included in th# above. The public will 
recollect, and,, by and* by, they will fee I, 
that, in Tune last, the Doctor imposed what 
he called war-taxes, to the anoual estimated 
amount of 12,500,0001.» But, it must be 
allowed, that he did not coant upon so large 
a jmm being raised from this source during the 
year 1803. Let ui hear 'Jus awn words 3 
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The committee, however, must be aware, 
*' that, though Parliament may determine to 
“ raise *o large a part of tli- supplies for the 
“ service ofi foe year, yet it m.isi be obvious, 
M that a very considerable* part of tins sum 
“ cannot be raised within tlu* present year. 
" I will tlierefore, only calculate foe sum 
" to be produced by these taxes in this year, 
" at 4,500.0001.No^, what i- the re¬ 
sult ? ‘What says the account, which has 
been laid before Parliament, relative to these 
w4r-tax**s? Why, it says, that, in the year 
1803, the Doctor has collected liom these 
taxes 1,874,6721. instead of 4,500,000. 
Here is a fact that admits oF no subterfuge, 
no evasion, no shuffle. The J)«. tor fold the 
House of Commons, “ the guardians of foe 
public purse," tint ha calculated upon 
4,500 0001. from .this source: and, it hj)s 
yielded him much less than hall that sum. 
We shall be told, perhaps, that the deficit 
is owmg to the delay in collecting the in¬ 
come-tax ; *but, let it be recollected, that 
the whole year's income-tax was reckoned at 
only 4,500.0001., and that, supposing it to 
have- been postponed from some cause not 
at all injurious to its future success, the sum 
collected from the other war-taxes ought to 
have been about three millions, whereas it 
actually is only about one million and four- 
fifths. In fact, who dues not perceive,'that 
these taxes will fail, that they will not yield 
much above one half of the amount at which 
they have been estimated, or, yielding more, 
will, in the same degree, impoverish the old 
taxes? Who does not perceive that other 
taxes must be resorted to, or that we must 
again have recourse to loans ? The Doctor 
boasted, really boasted, a little while ago, 
that he had laid new' ta^fos upon the plople 
to the amount of 17 , 000 , 0001 . annually ! If 
he could collect # them, it would not then be 
much to boast of; but, if he ever collects 
10 out «f the 17 millions, there will remain, 
hijjjny mind, no doubt of his having dealing^ 
with Satan. He may go op imposing taxes, 
for I see nothing to stop him. H<J may tax 
our eyes and limbs, our fingers*aud toes, and 
all the hairs 6f our head, one by one; but, 
unless he can collect . as well as impose, to 
what end are his impositionsWant of 
time eogipels me to break off", or it was my. 
intention to enquire, haw long the Doctor’s 
finances could possibly last* la my n^xt the 
subject shall be resumed. 

Lord Reoksdale and his eorrespbudence 
shall he the subject of some future sheet. 
The reader will find some valuable nuttier 
relative tb it in the former pvt of this sheet. 

, > 

♦ % Renter/ \'ol. Ill, 9 • 9, 


All the correspondence should be rend with 
attention. Ireland is now the interesting 
part of foe*cmpire. In her fields, it is very 
probable, that the iat% of England will bit 
decided. Lord Redr>dale complains of his 
letters being published Why ? Did ha 
imagine that this new book of homilies was 
to be kept h'dden from the world ? What 
he regarded as likely to be so useful to pre» 
serve the loyalty of Lord Flngal was surely 
as likely to effect the same purpose amongst 
the patUolics at large. What l his lorUstiipY 1 
modesty would, then, have le£ him to hide 
his candle under a bushel! He did not wish 
us to kffbsfr, that, to the other taleirs which 
lender'him “ a truly great Character," h« 
added that of being a polemic divine 1 But,' 
it is to be hoped, that this correspondence 
will, at no very distant day, become the 
subject of seritfus inquiry ; for, is it possi¬ 
ble, that, while three-fourths of foe people 
*of Ireland are led to believe, that the per¬ 
sons to whom his Majesty lias committed 
the immediate power of ruling them, look 
upon them in the light, in which they are 
regarded and described by Lord Kedtsdale; 
is it possible, that, while this is the case, 
there can be any real content and tranquil¬ 
lity in that country ? This is a question on 
which the fate of the British empire is 
deeply involved. 

Army op Reserve. *-The raising men 
for this body is pretty neatly at a stand, 
though there are yet 15,000 wanted to com¬ 
plete the number specified in the act of par¬ 
liament. The soothe i- drfcd up, as it was 
foretold, long enough ago. Men are not 
to be had, neither for this body nor for the 
jniliiia, until there are some released from 
the volunteer corps. A delightful situation 
we are reduced to ! The whole business of 
recruitiug is at a stand ; and, of course, foe . 
,armj is daily upon the decrease! How long, 
good God! how long are we to remain in 
this situation ? Ate wejo stand thus, fill the 
enemy comes and puts the yoke round oar 
necks ? The ministerial hirelings affect, with 
awkward grin, to despise the accounts which 
the French papers give of out fears, our ill- 
decision, our stupor; but, those accounts ar$ 
pet fectly true. " England presents foe pkr- 
0, ‘ ture of a ship sailing through new seas, ex 
“ posed to the rage of storms, and conducted 
u by pilots without skill, unsteady in their, 
“ course, disagreeing as to the line they 

ought to pursue, and evidently of that class 
“ of pilots by whom ships> are lost." Never 
was there a truer picture drawn; and, when 
the ministerial slaves express theft wish, that 
people of France might view our “ cn- 
“ vied happiness,', they taut like guzzlers 
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gormandizers. like animals without senti¬ 
ment, creatures whose views extend no fur- 
- ther than the covering of the back and the 
feeding of the belly. ,Such creatures, if they 
formed a vast majority of the nation, never 
long remained free, and never deserved so to 
remain for one tangle moment. 

Mb. She urn an. -This gentleman has, 

within these few days, been appoiaicd, by 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, to 
worth two thousand pounds a year. 
——The long silence of Mr. Sheridan gave 
occasion to ^pme one to compare him to a 
duck: “ he is under water at present,” it 
was said, but you'll see him come up 
.** again, by and by! Exactly where no one 
“ knows; but up lie’ll come when he finds 
r ‘ a favourable opportunity.” This predic¬ 
tion is now partly fulfilled; but, the diver 
has undergone a change during liis disappear¬ 
ance. He went down a patriot , and is camp 
op a placeman. Wc shall now hear no more 
battered jests about cheese-parings and can- 
. die-ends. Let Mr. Sheridan now look back 
to the speech from which my motto is taken, 
•nd say how much he intends to give out of 
his sinecure income towards “finding bread 
u far tbt labouring poor.” The labouring 
poor want bread now, full as much as they 
did in 1797 j nor has he any better right to 
keep his salary to himself thap any other 
placeman has; and, he must, therefore, ex- 
ciife me if I trouble him with one more let¬ 
ter, in- order to inquire on what he founds 
Ids pretensions to two thousand pounds a 
year of the public money. 

Invasion. —The reports of*»pproaching 
invasion thicken again; and, seeing bow we 
are now situated, it would not be very sur« 
prizing if it were attempted. It is said, that 
the French fleet is got out of Toulon. That 
fleet may easily raise the blockade of Ferrol, 
and, thbs reinforced, may reach Ireland; at 
the same time that another attempt is made 
Upon England from«Boulogne, and another 
updn Scotland from Holland. There is least 
»fear for Ireland, seeing that Lord Redesdale 
la there. His lordship has only to discharge 
« tirade of letters upon the enemy; and, if 
they should still advance, they will bo in 
such a state of stnpifaction, that they must^ 

fall an easy prey to the loyal volunteers.-* 

If these invasions should tske place, we shall, 
in both countries, be* in the fell enjoyment 
'of all the blessings to be derived from the 
protecting influence of " truly great charac- 
*< ters." That«truly great character,” Mr. 
Colonel John Hiley Addington, respecting 
whom Mr. Plowden relates a pretty anecdote 


or two*, will most probably be at the head 
of his corps, collected from Hannah More’s 
Sunday Schools in theMendip Hills. Where 
the “ truly great character," his brother, 

may be, it is very bard to guess.-It will, 

however, become us, the people of these 
kingdoms’, fb be prepared for lighting; for, 
if the French invade us, we may rest assur¬ 
ed, that it will not die child’s play. I greatly 
fear, for my part, that, tor several months 
past, public spirit has been making a rctro- 
gade motion; that it has been drooping again 
to the slate in which it was in June la-t. No 
man has any confidence in the ministers. 
AH is apprehension with respect to their 
measures. All is uncertain!}, doubt, suspi¬ 
cion, and dre.td. If we are thus found by 
the enemy, what ftiust be our fate ? ‘ 

* - -<-- 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The Public will recollect, that, in the 
month of August last, a most atrocious libel 
was published against me by ‘Mr. Herior, 
formerly a player at the Royalty Theatre, 
and now the proprietor of the True Briton 
and Sun newspapers, under the patronage 
and protection of Messrs. Rose and long Jt 
will be remembered, that in eonveqiftnce of 
my going to this man for information re¬ 
specting the origin of ihe libel, he behaved 
in a most insolent manner, and (hat he af¬ 
terwards pretended J assaulted him, and ac¬ 
tually had the impudence to cause a bill of 
indictment to be found against me and my 
friend at the Quarter Sessions, whence he 
had the further assurance to remove the in¬ 
dictment into the Court of King’s Bench, 
where the trial was expected to come on, 

before Lord Ellenjaorough, this week.-- .- 

80 conscious was 1 of the goodness of my 
cause, and so perfect v^as my reliance 
on the discernment and justice of the 
Court and Jury, that, notwithstanding * he 
had engaged three Councellors, ‘'amongst 
. whom were Messrs. Erskine and Garrow, I 
had resolved to-make my own defence, and 
was in attendance accordingly, till the Judge 
called up the cause, when, to my utter asto¬ 
nishment, Mr. Garrow rose, and, tjy his 
client’s direction, withdrew tie retard!!! 
There needs no comment on this at present. 
*■ I have, however, when occasion serves, some 
facts to state and some documents to submit 
to the public, respecting this transaction, and 
others more or less connected with it. 

• See Mr. Plowden’s account of J. H. Adding¬ 
ton’s matching a letter out of his hand and putting 
it in the fire !-1!-Plowdea’s Fostkpuahms Pre¬ 

face, juit published. 
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*• This grand measure [the Army of Reserve] toms out, at last, to he nothing more than a mere addw 
don to the militia, with all the evils of that system, perverted aud misapplied as it has been for 
“ several years past. Now, in the whole of the United Kingdom, 138,000 men are' to be raised by 
*• ballot, with the privilege of exemption from personal service, on the condition of finding a srib- 
“ stitutc. Docs any mail dream, that, after this, it is possible for Grcat-Britain to have an army ? 
“ 'Jhe hope is utterly childish. An army not recruited mhst waste away. In sphe of all the hopes, 
which some may indulge of transferring men, by ne* bounties, fiom the ballotted aud suhsti* 
“ tute force to the reguUt army, the army must unavoidably stand still for the present, and, one 
“ may venture to stty, that, under such a system, it is nut. likely to be again put iu motion.’’--^ 
Mr. Windham’* Speech, June 10, 1803. Register, Vol. 111 . p. 929. 


289 ]-;-—- 

IRISH EXCHANGE. 

Sir,—'I felt great pleasure in your having 
adverted, in your last peek’s Summary of 
Politics, to the important fact, which came 
out in the course of the debate on the Irish 
Bank Restriction Bill, on the 21 st of Febru¬ 
ary. Mr. Carry , I remember, on that occa¬ 
sion, hinted, with considerable warmth, and, 
1 dare say, with great sincerity, how much 
better pleased he should have been if tord 
Archibald's inquiry had been made to him 
in private, and not in the face of Parliament. 
Perhaps, had he reflected on the temper of 
that Parliament, he would rather have pre¬ 
ferred the latter mode. Tins extraordinary 
confession was passed by in total silence, not 
a syllable was uttered in reply, and the 
House of Commons have thus given their 
tacit sanction to a proceeding, as unjustifia¬ 
ble as ever was practised and avowed. Mr. 
Corry and his associates may now go on, at 
least, until a different spirit prevails, both 
in the government, and in the legislature, to 
pay themselves in any way they please, and 
from whatever fund. Should the exchange 
rise, as from these gentlemen being secur¬ 
ed from its effects it probably will, to 50 
per cent, against the proprietors of estates * 
in Ireland, tbeir salaries will be undiminish-, 
ed^ But though Parliament may consider 
tins abuse as beneath its dignity or above? 
its competency to inquire into, on. redress, 
it is fit that the public should understand 
the enormity*of it. How dare the officers 
of the Irish Treasury, with Mr. Corry at 
their tead, on their own authority, with 


'"^Jorry admits that these Salaries are taken 
from a fund existing in England for the 
service 6 f Ireland. Upon the whofc of this 
fund the Irish government have a right to 
4r&w. They, and they only are entitled to 
the profit arising on the exchange between 
England and Ireland, for the* service of the 
public in Ireland. In proportion as this 
4 Vol, V, * . 


-—^-[2gp 

•• • 

fund is lessened by tlje deduction of these 
salaries at par, litis profit is diminished, and 
the Irish government defrauded. They are 
charged upon, and should be paid in, Ire¬ 
land, saddled gs every other species of Irish 
income is, with the current rate of ex- 
.chnnge. Were this the ra-e, was the com¬ 
munity protected, as it ought to be, from 
the discretionary proceedings of secretaries, 
commissioners, and clerks, there might bfi 
some hope of a remedy being devised to 
check the present enormous, and. 1 am con¬ 
vince^ artificial excess of the exchange 
against Ireland. Mr, Corry and the rest of 
the gentlemen at par, would then sympa¬ 
thize with the other proprietors of Ireland, 
many of whom, as wdlys they, are obliged 
to*attend in Parliament, and, on that ground, . 
have the same right, had they the same 
means, of receiving their incomes free from 
the burden of exchange, jvhich Mr. Corry 
may be assured thfy are as unwilling to 
bear as he is. But, til) Parliament, or the 
country, shall stamp this gross misconduct, 
long clandestinely practised, and now un- 
blushingly avowed, with the reprobation it 
deserves, the Irish resident in England may 
rest assured, that the exchange will long re- 
'main a thorn in their sides. Mere indif¬ 
ference to an evil which does not*reach 
them would render the*Irish ministers back¬ 
ward in redressing it, but I suspect they 
have an interest in its continuance from their* 
connexion with the Dublin bankers, whd 
are accumulating immense fortunes by the 
untestrained and arbitrary issue of paper. 

SUa VIA, I ■■ .... 


no usage, no precedent in their favour, thus l»This practise, grounded upon the restriction 
gut tbwr hands into the public purse ? Mr.^on payment in specie, no reflecting man can 

doubt is the qjiief cause of the present high 
rate of exchange against Ireland. The sums 
annually remitted thence ta absentees, and 


the interest on the Irish loans payable in 
England, may aggravate the evil, but it ia 
obvious, that in spite of these, were guineas 
snow, as they were in 1796 , the common 
medium of circulation between both coin* 
L 
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trres, the rate of exchange, on any given sum . diately raised from lOOOl, to 12001. a year, 
•gainst Ireiafnd; could uqver much exceed in other words, toe public was taxed to pay 
the price of the freight, and insurance upon their taxes, and they enjoyed a greater in- 
that sum in guineas ,from Ireland hither, come than before. Now, when « most in- 
Whenever it did, guineas would be sent tolerable tax, in the shape of exchange, is 
over in place of bills, until the level was,re- imposed upon the proprietors of Ireland, 
stored.——To return. Sir, to the subject, “ pray bear it patiently my good friends," 
whence I have briefly digressed. Mr. Cor- cries Mr. Cony, “ the subject is delicate, is 
ry has no doubt, told the truth ; but, I sus- inhicate, requires candour and temper. Thus 
pact, not the whole truth.- I confess I fed does this pampered sit ed with “ rmvrung 
curiosity to ask, and toe puhlic have a witheis" prea'ch to us poor “ galled jades." 
right to know, in what mode the ofiicers of All the time he is htiping himself to his 
toe Irish T^psury arc paid .when in Ire- salary at par, secretly, while be could, but 
land. Some of these gentlemen reside there now by open confession in flie face of Par- 
pretty constantly, none of them ar‘e detained li a me n't and the public. So, in Ireland, 
jiere by parliamentary or official duty the when the public is oppressed by the arbitrary 
whole year round. In what shape do the issue and depreciation of private paper, and 
former ipceivc their whole salaries, and tjie compelled to transact their business without 
.Jatter such portions of it as grow due in that geld, silver, or copper, the optimist Lords of 
part of the year which they condescend to the Irish Tieasury assure them, that all is 
pass in Ireland ? 1 am informed, and as, p for the best, ajid that metallic money, as 
after the avowal of Mr. Corry any thing » llobtspierre termed it, is all a joke, in the 
credible, can readily believe, that, as in moment that they are filling their pockets 
England, these Treasury officers pay them- with the “ useless and expensive cnenm- 
jwlves at par, so,in Ireland, they pay them- brance" of guineas. 1 should be glad to' 
selves in guineas. Their profit in the latter think with you, Mr. Cobbett, that this prac- 
case is still greater than in the former, since tice will undergo a parliamentaiy inquiry, 
guineas in Ireland bear, as you obfbrve, a Hitherto, the House of Commons, <n not 
premium of more than J 2 per cent. It may condemning, have approved of it. If the 
be asked, how are these guineas obtained? public are not awakened to it, through the 
I think I can guess. There existed in Ire- medium of the press, all will go much too 
land, a little iime*baek, a depdt of specie, smoothly with these Treasury Lords, who 
SSflected and preserved by the government are their own paymasters and own account- 
for toe payment of the trbops in case of in- ants. Certain I am, that had the. Irish Parlia- 
vasion or rebellion. Has this fund remain- ment, which was vilified only that it might 
ed aacied and ubtouchod ? If still in exist- I be the more easily destroyed, continued still 
ence, has it not been diminished ? Have not the guardian of the Irish purse, the persons 
these ^Treasury gentlemen found means to in question would not have dared to pay 
dip into it “ a whisker first, and then a themselves at par, while top exchange is at 
daw?” If they deny this, they are bound JJ) per cent. I wall not trespass on your 
to shew where they find guineas, while the time by pursuing this subject any farther, 
rest of the community must be contented at presents but, unless it is taken up by 
with paper. The alternative is still more abler pens than mine, will certainly resume 
scandalous, since then the government must it whenever you have a column fo spare, 
•dually purchase guineas at 2s. 4d. a piece * Should the practice! complain of be neither 
. premium, jn order to pay these men, who, punished nor reformed, the people of I*e- 
|u all humility, style themselves the servants land will do Jppiter to throw themselves on 
of the public and toe crown. They are, in- the mercy of Mr. (j'orry aud his colleagues, 
deed, a privileged race, all other men’s in- and thankfully accept what part of the re- 
comes.bear the burden of taxes. The si^ua- venue they may choose to spare, tjian to 
4ion of other men is made to sympathize place any teliance on toe wisdom or virtue, 
'With that of the country. In this respect*' either of the imperial administratian or the 
we all have neighbour's dare. Not so these Imperial Parliament; but this, I confidently 
placemen. Their salaries, and emoluments hope, will not be a he case} 1 hope and trust 
, pre untouched, and amidst the general de- Parliament will Interfere.—rl 'aiii. Sir, 
pay and cjjnfumptiop of every other species yours, “ " Hiberniccs. 

pfproperty, •* flour}-h in immortal youth." p. S. One question I had forgotten to ask 
| ■fyelJ pemerpber when Mr. Pitt's income pf Mr,*Corry, which, perhaps, as usual, he 
to* Was laid bn, the salaries of the cotnmi|- prefers answeeing in private. He enjoys a 
pf fttcise yyerc imme- patent oflSce iu Ireland, Surveyor‘of Ho, 
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nours, I think, or tome such name, does he 
not pay himself the salary of this office also 
at par? 


TO THE EDITOR. 

Si 5 ,—In the last number of your Regis¬ 
ter you have given ihe pub ic a detail of the 
ineffectual measures hitherto adopted by the 
British Creditors to recover their property 
invested in the French funds, under the 
faith of treaties, and in a just confidence 
they would bp observe!; and you have 
added some remarks altogether-injurious to 
their conduct on that occasion. You do not 
indeed state, nor can you prove, that in this 
transaction they have acted either in viola¬ 
tion of the laws of their'own country, or in 
contradiction to the rights and usages of fo¬ 
reign nations. In the wide and extensive 
relations of commercial intercourse r ow sub- , 
sisting throughout the civilized world, is it 
matter of surprise or reproach that many 
individuals of qjl countries should be led to 
deposit a portion ot their wealth in the 
hands of foreign merchants, or in foreign 
banks and foreign funds? So far from it, 
the deposit has ever been held sacred, and 
the character of the proprietor has never 
till now', been impeached. Do the English 
reprobate the conduct or patriotic principles 
of those foreigners, Dutch, Swedes, Danes, 
Russians, or French, who place their money, 
with whatever view they may have done it, 
in. the British funds ? On what principle, 
then, are the British Creditors in foreign 
funds thus held up to public scorn, as if ilwy 
were " jew-like speculators," and enemies 
to their country ? Th$ demands of fyealth < 
and convenience, the cultivation of science 
and the arts, t^e relations of trade and com¬ 
merce, and many other motives, both pub¬ 
lic and p.ivate, carry Englishmen and their • 
familie*s to the Continent, and detain them 
there : connexions arise in consequence, and 
cull for the lodgment of money, b either on 
public or private security, as,suits the exi¬ 
gency or tlje convenience of the parties. 
And it is notorious (hat no small portion of 
the wealth derived from our possessions in 
the East has at various times (so difficult is' 
its passage to Europe) passed through th*!* * 
channel of France, and found its way into 
the fnnds of that nation first, and ultimately 
into those of this. As a private creditor in 
the French funds I have suffered materially 
from the injustice of the French, joined to 
the tame acquiescence of out own govern- ' 
ment in not vindicating the came of the , 
British claimants pending the treaty rd 
Amiens, when they ought to have retained 


the French as a pledge for the security of 
the Britisl^ properly. But it is adding insult 
to injury to affix injurious epithets to the 
most innocent transactions, and calumniate 
the characters of those whose property might- 
at^his moment have swelled the British ca¬ 
pital, and added to the revenue, had if not 
been lost to the claimants aud to the coun¬ 
try, by the pusillanimity of the British’ mi¬ 
nisters. Relying on your wonted impar¬ 
tiality to print this, or to reconsider the sub¬ 
ject.——I remain yours. See. one of your 
subscribers, and * ** 

•• , A British Creditor. 

February 25, 1804., . 


EARL ST. VINCENT. 

• 

Sir,—T hav£ often read with great plea¬ 
sure your Political Register, and if the fol¬ 
lowing can add weight to the subjec ts you 
have already so ably discussed, it is much 
at your service.—In your Register of the 
Qth of last July, there was a remark, that 
Earl St.Vincent did not send a naval force 
in time to block up Toulon, aud prevent 
the sailing of the French armament under 
Buonaparte; who very deliberately took 
Malta, and from thence proceeded, without 
molestation, to Egypt. To what shall we 
attribute this error! ! Was it to the want 
of prevoyance in the British admiral ? A^ 
great commander certainly ought not toTe 
deficient in a quality so essentially requisite 
in a general. The recapture of Malta,, 
and the conquest* of Egypt cost many 
millions sterling to this country. Let us 
suppose Malta had not been taken by 
vBuonapartd, nor the French army been 
landed in Egypt. Is it probable that Buo¬ 
naparte the determined enemy of this 
country, would now be First Consul of 
France ? If peace had been made with 
otficr rulers, would the present war have 
existed ? To whom »re we indebted for 
all these accumulated evils ? Are we to 
become for ever a military people ? AH 
arrndd and with military ideas of subordi¬ 
nation to defend the shores of the united' 
kingdom ? This is not ideal, because if 
reports are Will founded (and which is not 
here meant to be AssEsrEH-as true) the 
storehouses of the dock yards will be as 
empty, and ftic ships of war in a worse state 
than they were when Sir Edward Hawke 
was first Lord of the Admiralty : and at 
■that time, Admiral Sii* George Rodney 
' (afterwards Lord Rodney) demanded a 


* Sec rental k* on thi, letter in the Suimpary 
of Politics, p. *98- 
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private audience of his present .Majesty, 
and delivered to (he Kirig, the true state 
of his navy. In consequence, Ms Majesty 
dismissed Sir Edward Hawke, and appoint* 
<sd the Earl of Sandwich first Lord of (he 
Admiralty. Strange to relate !! ! the 
navy was in such a ruined condition, that 
Lord Sandwich (though some years'at the 
head of the Board) had but just completely 
re-established pur marine before the last 
„ American war commenced. Thus Sir 
George Rodney’s timely interference saved 
this kingdun»drom perdition.. Lot us hope 
aome great man (before it is toojaj^e) will 
O-certain the pale of thp navy, and reader 
0 similar benefit to fits King and country. 

34 Feb. 1804. J. O. 


PUBLIC PAPEflS. 

declaration, given in to the Diet of Rath bon, 
by the two Comitial Ministers of the Court 
g f Vienna^ on the 30 tb of January, 1804 . 

T|ie numerous infringements which, 
itqce the occupation of the countries as¬ 
signed as indemnities, have been made by 
several States of the Empire, in the rights 
And the immediacy of the Equestrian Order 
and its members, have for a long lime ex¬ 
cited the attention of Germany-His Im¬ 

perial Majesty, as supreme Chief of the Em¬ 
pire, and agreeably*to the obligation under 
fvfilch he lies to maintain the decrees of the 
Diet, as well as order and tin,liquidity, has 
Already endeavoured, os is well known, by 
paternal cxhprtifiions, to put a stop to mea¬ 
sures contrary to the state of possession, and 
*0 the laws w Inch have been pursued in re¬ 
gard to the Equestrian Order and- its mcnw 
tiers, and to re-establish things on tlirir legal 
tooting. These efforts ot j» s Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty have not produced that effect which he 
trad aright to expect. The infringements,* 
on the contrary, have become more general 
and m*ore oppressive* and the consequences 
an the interior of the empire has been events 
which must neces«ari!y endanger the public 
|r#nquiUily, a#d bring on absolute oppression 
pf tine Equestrian Order; t|ie existence and 
fights of which are, however, equal to these 
of all the states of the empire, and have been 
wetwod, as well as the constitution itself, by* 
the Peapc qf Westphalia, by the old and new 
decrees of the diet, and partfcularly by the 
|ASt decree of (he empire.—At the request 
of the General directory ol the Equestrian 
Order $n the Aulic Council of the Empire, 
A* A constitutional authority, there was is-* 
ptted, on the 23 d of January, by thU supreme, 
tribunal, a conservator}urn, for the protection 
gf file Equestrian Order against all encroach¬ 


ments, which might in future be attempted^ 
and for the re-establishment of that Order ia 
the state in which it was before the occupa¬ 
tion of the countries assigned as indemnities. 
The execution of this sentence is referred to 
the Elector, the Arch-Chancellor j the- Elec¬ 
tors of Saxony and Baden, and to his Impe¬ 
rial Majesty himself in his quality of Arche 
duke of Austria, with the clause, each indi¬ 
vidually, and all collectively.-His Impe¬ 

rial Majesty, in his quality as a state of the 
Empire, is animated with a sincere desire of 
contributing, according to Uib strength, to 
the majntenance.of justice in the Empire, as 
well as of the public safety and tranquillity, 
and of the security of the German constitu¬ 
tion, and he enjoins his ministers to make a 
declaration on thiJ subject to the General 
Piet. 

Declaration of his Prussian Majesty. 

His Majesty, the King of Prussia, has ob¬ 
served with attention and interest the events 
which have taken place for some time past 
in several parts of the Empire and in the 
heart of Germany, in regard to the posses¬ 
sions of the members of the Equestrian Or¬ 
der. It would have been of great advantage 
if in the recess of the Deputation \>f the 
Empire it had been possible to establish a 
regulation, or fixed rule for ensuring the fu¬ 
ture relations of the Equestrian Oruer, in a 
manner so as to reconcile a regard for the 
rights of all with the new situation of things, 
the new wants, and the real good of the Em¬ 
pire,——If the Ecclesiastical States secu¬ 
larised have passed into the hands of new 
possessors, not only with the rights really 
exercised, but also with their pretensions; 
and jf these governments formerly ecclesias¬ 
tic according to their nature and organisa¬ 
tion, and according to the juterest, merely 
personal, of their Ecclesiastical Sovereigns, 
can have seen with indifference the efforts 
of the Equestrian Order to extend As terri¬ 
torial independence, and its immediacy, file 
new possessors as sovereign and hereditary 
laics, may hayc brought with them new in¬ 
terests, and may hsye considered things un? 
der a different point of view. They must 
and ought to have found themselves dif¬ 
ferently obliged to claim rights, which might 
" be considered as real and ancient integrant 
parts of their share of the indemnity—rights 
which could not 60 weakened but by neg¬ 
ligence and by encroachments made at a for¬ 
mer period. Aroused by such an event, the 
other possessors of the ancient lay countries, 
where similar reflations, equally hurtful to 
fhpir rights and to their administration 
existed, have begun to bring forward theiy 
pretensiqp. Hepce it has happened tj^t 



*973 FEBRUARY 2* to MARCH 3, 1604. f2$6 

almost at the same time several of the most constitution has delegated to jfoti.* 1 -—-Thif, 
distinguished States of the Empire, such as sessions of the legislative Body will be 
the Elector of Bavaria, the Prince of Fulda, marked new benefits to the people; tfed 
the Elector of Hesse, the landgrave of Hesse government which has matured id ittedfta* 
Darmstadt, the Duke of Saxe Meinungen, tion that series of salutary and protecting 
and other Princes, have all tended to the laws* which establish and consecrate the free* 
name object. These Princes have fornied dom of persons, the bases of transactions; tH* 
claims to the villages and lands of the Eques- guararitee of property, will submit them to 

triao Order lying within their territory, or your wisdom.-You will not See without 

situated on their frontiers, both because admiration, that the government, in th(f 
these possessions formerly made an integrant midst of the immense preparations which the 
part of their countries, and because they are war has rendered necessary, has not adjourn*- 
still in relation with the latter by their geo- ed a tingle ussful expense, harlot suspend* 
graphical position, by the feudal law,» by the fed a single enterprise begun, has not with- 
duties and rights of jurisdiction, and othef drawn a single idea of qjneliocation. It has 
connexions, which as ancient sources, must been able by its genius and providence tat 
still be considered as indications of sove- connect all the benefits of peace with theirn- 

reignty. They have consequently thought pvrlant cares of war.-We do not see, it* 

themselves authorised to replace under their any part of rl\p Republic, those agitations 
sovereignty these places and lands, and to v hich announce apprehensions, or presage 
cause to be announced by patents the pos- Reverses; we hear no wheie those storm/ 
sesu'on they have taken of them, and to se- discussions which characterise distrust, or 
cure a part of them by sending thither mili- conceal sinistrous projects; everything it 
tary detachments. Hitherto no uniform culm around us—every thing is happy—and 
and certain principles have been established every thing is tranquil!—Our courageou# 
or followed; and not only have contesta• youth range tncmselves with ardour under 
tions arisen umong the sovereigns and per- the standards of the country: the farmer,- 
sons t>f the Equestrian Order, w'ho have the merchant, the manufacturer, press found 
been exposed to encroachments; but dif- the government to offer it tlicif harvest, the'rf 
Terences have broken out between one gold, their produce: and the Fiench people; 
sovereign and another, in regard to the li- proud of their government, confident in tlieif 
mits of their respective territorial jurisdic- mlans, and happy In the*r institutions, e y . 
Hops.—A juridical examination and instruc- press but one sentiment—love for the A 

tioh in regard to this object having been in- gust Head of the State.-Free from fear* 

sufficient, because the organization of the from agitation,from disquietude, the French 
circles is not yet completed; the question people repose in hlnl the care of their de»«* 
is to know, whether or in what meaner the tiny. 

tribunals of the empire ought to interfere in . . • -;-— , si..—.,, 

this affair? The whole Romanic Body .par- • SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 
ticipales in the regret excited by this state 

of things, and the anarchical crisis which Anulo-Ga ttic Creditors.— By refer- 
threatens, in so great a number of places, ring to pige 2<J.-l, the reader will find a let- 
thc property and subjects of the emp*re, If *ter to the Editor, upon Uic subject of the 
every one is convinced that this crisis can- clafun, set up by certain persons calling 
not be of long duration, but that measure* themselves “ British Creditors in the French 
oaght speedily to betaken to pat qn end to funds." This letter appears to have been 
it, it is the more indispensably necessary to drawn forth by the remarks, which Were 
think of the. means of. accompli di mg this made in page 240, which, upon being refer- 
end: the affair has become too important red to, will be found to have originated frortt 
and 4>o general to be discussed by the tri- a printed paper, called “ A Statement of 
bun&ls of the empire. Facts," Which statement had been sent round 

•, ( To he continued. ) 4 **to members of Parliament, and other persona 

Whose opinions were likely to have weight 
FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPER. in parliamentSry proceedings. The object 

Speech of the Minister of the Inte- of the paper, especially when thus circular- 
bior to the Lkgisi.a.tive Body of the ed, was too obvious to be mistaken; and, as 
Trench Republic, at the opening of their this object appeared to He such a; ought not 
Session m the 6tb of January, 1B0-*. to be accomplished, such arguments were 

Citizens Le6I«i.ator 8,--But a few psed os were thought likely to contribute 

months have elapsed since your separation ’ towards preventing thart .accomplishment; 
andyou are* summoned again to resume the bat, let those who have read the rcnriSrks 
•x« of the august fun:uons wWb ths determine, whethwLUqe charge at •* mlum- 
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minting' I be Anglo^jrallic ^creditors be well deavour to show, that we owe-them none.' 

or ilf founded.-Previous to the short re* ——They ask, somewhat exultingly: “ Do 

ply, which it is intended to make^o the let- “ the Englishmen reprobate the conduct, 
tet in question, it may*not be amiss to ob- “ or patriotic .principles, of those foreign- 
serve, that, since the accession of the “ well- “ ers, Dutch, Swedes,, Danes, Russians, or 
meaning" Doctor and hi$associates, an en- “ French, who place their money in the 
tirely new set of ideas, with respect, to the “British funds?” The answer is: tome 
liberty of writing and of speaking, appears Englishmen certainly do reprobate their 
to have sprang op. Formerly, those who conduct, and hold them in the utmost con- 
wrote and spoke upon public matters, felt tempt; but, whether this be the cake or 
■ themselves under no other restrain! than that not, what has* it to do with the making of 
Whydi was imposed by truth and decency; compensation, out of the public purse, to 
taut* now, tO'-'rnsure, or to criticise, how- those who have lost their money by such 
Wj|r ttvly and decently, is to “ calumniate,"* speculations? Tfye question to be asked is, 
Ifi fkbears hart} upon, the person or per-ons, did any government in Europe, or w ill any 
whosb'conduct, or ohject, is censured, or government in Europe, compensate its 
criticised; so that, in few words, the doc- subjects for the money they have lost, or 

trine now is, that the greater fool or knatie may lose, in the English funds? -We 

a man is, the greater is the calumny in stat- are told, that “ the demands of health and 
lug what tends to discover fib lolly or his “ convenience, the cultivation of science 
knavery. —— The Anglo-Gallic creditors “and the arts, f and the relations of trade 
were not accused of knavery; they were ac - 1 “and commerce, carry Englishmen and 
cused of no “ crime j" their “ characters" “ their families abroad, in consequence of 
were not attacked; they are, indeed, de- “ which connexions arise, and call for the 
scribed as “jew-Iike speculators,” but, that “ lodgment ol money either on public or 
they were speculators they will not deny, “ private security, as suits the convenience 
and whether the epithet jew-like was “ in- “ of the parties.” That is to say, that 
"furious” and “ calumnious," or not, will be certain Englishmen, either for their* own 
/■sMaily determined, when we recollect, that the pleasure or their own profit, deposit their 
debts, for which they now claim indemnifi- money abroad. How Car it is laudable, 
cation, arise, for the fargrealer part, from the and ought to be allowed, for people of any 
jgurchase of assignatf and other stale paper at country to reside abroad, and draw their in- 
ana vernge of more than two-thirds below par, comes after them, may be a question; but. 

Besides, what was the security of the paper that persons, who, for their own conve- 

*0 purchased? What wyis the security, nience, pleasure, or gain, lodge their wealth 

written on the J*aper itself? Was it the abroad, should, when that wealth is lost, 

treaty of 1786 ? Or was it the*‘“ National have a right to demand compensation from 
Domains" of Fiance ? Was the thing their countrymen, on whom they have 
purchased a fair and legitimate object of. turned their backs,yfrorn whom they have 
trade? Was it a thing honestly come by; with-held all share in their enjoyments, is a 

or was it a sort of stolen goods/ In short, proposition too prepostrous Ip be for a mo-. 

did it not consist, principally, of the plun- ment entertained.-The French funds are 

dered property of the Church and the represented as a channel, through which 
’i .Growitj and of that of those persons who British property finds its way from Ihdia tci 
h remained faithful to (hem ? Well, then, let England. They may be such a channel; 
the speculators go and seek the security, but, while it is-utterly impossible to con. 
upon which^they advanced their money: ceive what thi/; circumstance has to do with 
let them seek -the “ National Domains;” the present question, there can be no dil'~ 
but, let them not come to tho English Par- ficully instating, that, as far as such a chan- 

liament, let them not hope to wring freen nel is necessary, India is an injury to Eng- 

the people of England a compensation for land.—The writer of the letter, on which 
the losses they have, in such a traffic, sus- "'these remarks arc made, complains o£*scorn- 
tained.——They say, they have been guilty ful language, forgetting, hke a true “ well- 
of. nothing " contrary to the Ihivs of their “ meaning man,” that he and his associates 
country, or to the rights and usages of fo- have, in their printed paper, stamped the 
reign nations.” So much the better for charge df “ presumption” upon all those, 
them ; but, it is no better for us. We do who have dared, or w ho shall date, to qnes- 
not complain of them. That is to say, the tion the wisdom of the minister, who made 

complaint did not begin with us. We only ( the treaty of 17 ^ 6 . Men do not like to be 
sav, that they are wrong in applying to us Inftlied thus. There art? persons in the 
tor rftoney on this account; and we en- won't who doubt of the wisdem ot Mr. 

* » L • 
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Pitt, not only in war and peace, but in fi¬ 
nance also, and who inquire, not altogether 
impertinently, where they shall look tor the 
financial wisdom, which ha% t in the course 
of ten years'more than dofibled (he national 
debt, which has banished gold and silver 
from the land, and has left the country no 
other currency than that of a degraded pa¬ 
per. Suppose that a plain honest fellow 
werejwilh a ten pound note in his hand, to 
go up to Mr. Pitt, and say s' “ wise man, 
“ previous to the time that this nation be- 
“ gan to enjoy the blessings of thy financial 
** skill, I could buy 44 Spanish milled dol- 
“ lars with this note, whic-Ti has been lying 
“ ever since in my drawer, and now, 1 
f‘ find, that I can buy only 40 of those dol- 
“ lars with this same dbte What an¬ 
swer would Mr. Pitt give? Must he not 
acknowledge, that the bunk paper has been 
degraded in his hands, aiulby las measures, 
and must lie not also acknowledge, that this 
degraded paper is almost the only currency 
cl the country ? What audacity, then, must 
those persons hat'e, who stigmatize as 
“ presumptuous” every one that dares to 
question the wisdom of Mr. Pitt? And this 
charge comes* too, with such a charming 
grace from the persons who, in the very 
same breath, rail against the Treaty of 
Amiens, a compact which was made by the 
advice of, and which Was publicly defend* 
ed by, this very Mr. Pitt, this “ great 
“ statesman,” of whose wisdom it is “ pre- 
" sumptuous” to doubt! These challenges 
are very indiscreet, on the part of Mr.Pitt’s 
admirurs a*nd fiiendv Many men, who 
would never think of publicly criticising 
his measures, are thus goaded oh to it. We 
overlook much in a person about whom fit- 
tie is said ; but to hear him extolled to the 
skies, and to ]iear ourselves characterized 
as foolish and presumptuous, because we 
veijtuit to express our doubts of his wis¬ 
dom, and that, too, at the very monicp£ 
when we not only see, but are smarting un¬ 
der, the effects of his want «j£ wistiom ; pa¬ 
tiently and in silence ,to bear this, would 
argue a shocking want of independence of 
minc^ 

Revenue.- On the apth ultimo, Mr. 

JohnsUme moved, in the House of Com-' 
mons, for an account of the nett produceof 
the taxes, imposed in 180s and 1803, up to 

* A Irauk note of ten pounds will ntl *fetch even 
40 dollars. Stamped dollars were issne.t at $s. 
that is lo per centum above their sterling value; 
but they have diuipprartJ. Very lew of them ever 
found their way to the Eastward of Temple Ibir. 
The fact is, a dollar is worth more than jt'of 
English bank paper. 


the qthofjanuaq# 1804* distinguislfing thd 
produce of each year. This is an account 
very much wanted, seeing that the regular 
accounts of the year pre so long kept back; 
and, it is with no sraalLsatidaction, that tb$ 
public will see independent members of 
Parliament making inquiries of this kind. 
Mr..Jwiinstone made some very pertinent 
remarks as to the disappointment, which 
the House was-likely lo experience in th« 
produce of the revenue. The Doctor, in 
agreeing to the mol ion, begged the House 
to observe, that he did not acypicsce in the 
correctness of the honourable mover's state¬ 
ments.** What was meant by this, it would 
be hard to say, seeing that Mr. Johnstone 
merely stated the facts as they stood in ihe 
Treasury accounts. He said, that, in a 
comparative view of the produce of the 
years tSoz an8 1803,-there was, excluding 
the amount of new taxes received in the 

"latter, a considerable defalcation in 1803, 
instead of that “ improvement” in the re** 
venue, ol which ministers had boasted at 
the commencement of the session. What 
need had he of the Doctor's acquicsence. 
with regard to the correctness of this state¬ 
ment ? The statement is a simple deduction 
from the Doctor’s own figures,Just as-sim¬ 
ple as that of taking one from two, and 
saying that there is a remainder of one. 
Where, then, was the lense of this myste¬ 
rious reservation ? Such tricks have had * 
their effect: to a certain degree they have 
their effect still, but the day of delusion is 
nearly at an end. We hafe been promised, 
solemnly promised, that this war shall be, 
carried on, “ even to a protracted .period, 
Without any addition to the nat'onal 
debt,” because only' 6,000,0001. a year 
will be borrowed, and those 6,000,0001, will 
be “ paid off” by the sinking fund. It 

1 has been clearly shewed, that this is a meie 
juggle *, and that the 6,000,0001. will con¬ 
stitute a real addition, to tne debt; Thu, is 
there any man, who, after looking nt the 
account of the last ycai’s taxes f, can pos¬ 
sibly believe, that a loan of 6,006,0001. a 
year will be sufficient? Th* whole expen¬ 
diture of the -year 1804 will amount to 
about <S8,o;o,ooo 1. and the whole nett in¬ 
come, upon the pre>enr taxes, will not sur¬ 
pass 39,000,0001. so that there must be 
about 29,00*,000}. raised, by the means of 
loans, or of new taxes, unless the Doctor 
has, as was before hinted, dealings with 
some supernatural power. There have 
been 5,000,0001, already borrowed in the 

* * See Letter to the Docy>r, Vol. III. p. yzo, ct 

stq. — ■■■ - -f See the preceding sheet, p..zls» 
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Shape of jR&bequet blllsVbur, ns this sum 
tniisr make a charge in the supplies of the 
year* it will not diminish the slim wanted 
by the minister. To 4>’guise the real state 
' of the revenue, as long as possible, however, 
it is likely that he may, if he can, keep this 
$,ooo,otol. out of the supplies of the year, 
and fund,, perhaps, the Exchequer bills, 
‘then make a lpa:i of 8, or from 8 to i x 
millions, under the pretext of postponed in¬ 
come tax; and, after that, at the close of 
the Session, issue another 5 or 6 millions 
Wbrrh of Exchequer bills. <Sfod knows hew 
this can be done; but, after what we have 
Been, is any thing incredible i The minis¬ 
ter, in his budget of the r 3th of June List, 
estimated the produce of his war taxes, up 
to the 5th of January, at 4,400,000 1. Ai\d, 
it how appears, from the Treasury account 
laid before the House of Commons, and 
printed for the use of the members, that 
those taxes have produced only 1,874,6721/ 
yet, no one asks a word about the matter! 
I* such a man fit to be a minister of finance ? 
Can public credit live in the hands of such 
a-minister ? Is it because they wish such a 
minister to be removed, that men are to be 
accused of disaffection to their countiy and 
their sovereign ? But, reflections ot' this 
tort are ofYittle avail. Events are coming 
on events amidst which cant and juggle 
will be a subject of mockery instead of. a 
"*<Warce of delusion.--As the financial dif¬ 

ficulties are now pressing upon the Doctor, 
it would not be fair to dismiss this topic, 
Without observing, that these difficulties 
could, in pursuing the same system, have 
been avoided by no other man. Mr. Pitt 
Would have supported them better ;* he. 
-Would have given to the Treasury statements 
a more flattering appearance $ be would have 
exhibited a prettier show; he would, from 
vnlgar eyes, at least, have concealed the de¬ 
lusive machinery. But, Mr. Pitt could not 
have rioet the present expenditure, without 
having recourse to loans, or without some 
bold enofpachment on the property of the 
country: loans would have brought ns whi¬ 
ther the Doctor is now speedily driving, and 
such an encroachment on property as is hqre 
alluded to, would have produced a still more 
violent effect. Mr. Pitt would have eked 
out our journey j he would have conducted 
es more pleasantly; but, it is fcr from being 
certain, that he would not, at last, have 
given us a more rude and fatal fall. The 
monied people hate the Doctor 3 they think 
him the cause of all.die misfortunes that 
they feel, ahd the calamities that they dread: 
but,'the Doctor, pqor mao, has, in measures 0 
«f haauce, only imitated, strictly imitated, 


bis predecessor; and, indeed, the only gseal 
measure of finance that has been adopted 
since his accession was not only supported* 
but was dictated to him, by Mr. Pitt. Ne¬ 
vertheless, in s'pitg of these facts, and every 
other that you can adduce, the money-moo- 
g'ers and mercantile men, generally speak¬ 
ing, say, and really believe, that there only 
wants Mr. Pitt in, power, to restore public 
credit to its full vigour; and, when you 
shew them, A clear as day-light, the folly 
of such an expectation, they reply to you, 
that he is the first orator in the world. 
Suppose this to be true, orators are not con¬ 
jurors, l Bnd it requires nothing short of con¬ 
juration to make a bank note of ten pounds 
worth four dollars more than it is now worth. 
True, he can talk,* both loud and long he 
can talk; but, unless he can talk the seals 
oft' the jew’s bonds, and thereby nullify their 
present demand^ upon our property and our 
labour, his talking, as Lord llcdesdale says 
of the lloman Catholic creed, is ,f given to 
“ the winds." 

Irish Exciiangb.— Some excellent 're¬ 
marks upon this subject will be found in 
the preceding pages of (his sheet, it is 
there observed, that, the Irish Lords *>f the' 
Treasury and others receive their salaries, 
without any diminution; but, in fact, they 
receive them with an addition; for, when 
those salaries were fixed, it was supposed, 
that they were liable to all the fluctuation 
of the course of exchange; and, these offi¬ 
cers, tt must be well known, would not give 
the coumty credit for any advantage that 
might have arisen, or may yet 'arise, from 
au exchange favourable to Ireland and to 
litem. This is a matter that demands im¬ 
mediate and strict examination; for, it real¬ 
ly appears, that the officers of the Irish go¬ 
vernment are deeply interested in the con¬ 
tinuation of the high exchange. Besides, is 
this the way to reconcile the Irish 'to the 
IJnion ? Is it the way to restore peace and 
harmony to that distracted country ? Is :t 
the way t‘o preserve England from the fatal 
blow, which she is in danger «f receiving 
through the side or Ireland ?' Those who 
care nothing about Ireland, may, one would 
think, care enough for themselves to induce 
them to promote an inquiry so necessary to 
the safety of England. 

Irish Catholics.-—' The horror excited 
in the public mind, by the perusal of the 
shocking*relatfon published in the preceding 
sheet, is a favourable symptom of what will 
take place, in consequence of the conduct 
of the Irish ministry, in, and subsequent to, 
dip affair of the 23 d of July, The nation 
will be greatly indebted to Sir John Wiot- • 

C 
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ttwley for bringing that subject before Parlia¬ 
ment t end, it is to be hoped, that the fa¬ 
mous letters of the Lord Chancellor of un¬ 
fortunate Ireland will not be forgotten. 
The ministry themselves have now revived 
and agitated the Catholic Question. No¬ 
body uttered a syllable respecting it, not¬ 
withstanding the numerous provocations that 
were given. Lord llrdesdale has begun; 
'he has‘declared the fixed opinion of himself 
nnd his colleagues; he'has raised an insur¬ 
mountable bar against reconciliation in Ire¬ 
land, while the present ministry are in 
power, and particularly whjle he occupies 
hi* place, where, according to the minister’s 
own words, he directs all the steps of the 
Lord Lieutenant. * His letters have been 
published ; the Irish nation must know, that 
these letters are known to their Sovereign 
and his ministers, and to the Parliament; 
and, if nothing is done, or sud, by either of 
the branches of the government, what will 
be, what mist be, the conclusion drawn by 
the Irish Catholics ? And, of this conclusion, 
joined to other causes, what must be the 
consequence at no very distant period ? 
Every man, therefore, who has remaining 
in his bosom the least regard for his King 
and country, must be anxious to see some 
inquiry take place with respect to the very 
extraordinary conduct alluded to; some¬ 
thing or other, to convince the Catholics of 
Ireland, that is to say, three-fourths of the 
population of that country, that Lord Re- 
desdale has not expressed the sentiments of 
their gracious Sovereign and of the Parlia¬ 
ment, and that they are not doomed to be 
regarded, be their professions and their con¬ 
duct what they may, as«lying continually in 
wait to commit acts of murder and rebel¬ 
lion. What oqglit to be done, it would, 
perhaps, be presumptuous to point out; but, 
it should be recollected, that, if the reports, 
which tfie ministers ar# continually propa¬ 
gating, relative to the prospect of invasion, < 
ar» well founded, there is -no time to be 
lost; for, considering the rebutment and 
apimdsity, which the letters of the Lord 
Chancellor cannot fail to have excited in the 
brrast^of so large a proportion of the people, 
who can contemplate, without trembling, 
the consequences of an invasion of Ireland 
by a Roman Catholic army? As long as 
those letters remain unndticcd by the Par¬ 
liament and by his Majesty; as, long as the 
Irish Roman Catholics are left to conclude, 
that the Lord Chancellor has spoken the 
sentiments of the whole government, legis¬ 
lative its wdl as executive, so long they most 
regard themselves as out-casts, as a sect pdf 
lirioally excommunicated j ti a people in 
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whom we Protestnts have no confidence, 
whose professions vend whose oaths am 
“ given to* the winds ;’’ of whom we art 
resolved to live in constant distrust/ And, 
is it possible; can it be, that the Parliament 
willfby their silence, become parties to thii 
dreadful denunciation against four millions 
of their fellow subjects, at a time when 
every heart and hand is wanted to resist the 
attacks of Our enemy, which attacks, be it 
remembered, the Irish Catholics will, in all 
likelihood, be tire first persons c alled u pon 
to resist l .w ’ 1 

' Volu^tteek System.— The bill for con¬ 
solidating *be Volunteer laws was read a 
second time, in the House of Commons, oil 
the 27 th ultimo, and the House went into 
a committee upon it on the 29 th. On these 
occasions there were very long debates, with¬ 
out bringing forth any thing very new, ex¬ 
cept some projects, on the part of Mr. Pitt $ 
upon which projects it will be necessary here 
to make some remarks.—■—It will be re¬ 
membered, that, as was before stated, the 
bill proposed by the ministers contained just 
nothing at all, except on explanation of the 
Attorney-General’s opinion, or rather, a 
contradiction of that opinion, which contra¬ 
diction was useless, seeing that opinion 
had been rendered of no effect by the deci¬ 
sion of the Court of King’s Bench, where 
the?judges did not think It necessary to lis¬ 
ten to any arguments, in reply to those ad¬ 
vanced by the learned gentlemen in defence 
of his opinion.—-—The bill was a mere 
skeleton, a mere pftce of blank paper, 
thrown befofe the House for Volunteer 
Statesmen to fill up. The Opposition very 
wisely declined to enter into this service; 
but, Mr. Pitt, " though he thought, that the 
“ matter would more properly have originat- 
" ed with his Majesty’s ministers, yet, his 
deep sen e t>f duty would not suffer him to 
“ neglect the propositions which apjjparcd 
“ to him‘eligible.” Th«s actuated, he pro¬ 
ceeded, on the 27 th, to describe the nature 
and extent of the regulations, which it was 
his intention to inrrpducc. “Tothese pro- 
“ positions,” said he, ” I shall strictly con- 
“ fine myself, and abstaining from nil allti- 
“ sion to whatever I may think on the ]>rc- 
** sent state of politics, or to the conduct of 
** ministers hitherto, I shall apply myself 
** sotcly to thf examination»of our national 
“ defence—that appears tome to be the first 
** and most interesting subject. It ought 
** to occupy the attention' of every man. Ic 
“ is quite enough to fill the mind of any 
SI man (a erv of benri hear!). Tnia/thcte- 
M fore, claiming my consideration, tn pu- 
** frreqce xw every other su bject, I look d 'nh 
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“ great concern to th timperfecttons of the 
“ volunteer system, recollecting that it it 
** pushed to an extent far beyorfd any thing 
** that, was foreseen ^vhen the counfrv was 
* first declared in danger; and, considering 
** its present magnitude, 1 regret to.find 
“ that it is not more advanced in military 
** quality, and that it is still extremely ina- 
“ dequate to' Us object—that the proper 
** means of promoting its discipline have 
** not been as yet adopted. These means, 
which I deem most material, I conceive 
“ the opportunity of regular in- 

41 structions; secondly, the securing ac- 
V tendance at drill; and thirdly,'the cn* 
“ forcing silence, Steadiness, See. when at 
s‘ drill. On the first of these points, I beg 
4 * to ask of any thinking man, whether \f. is 
# 4 possible for the volunteers to acquire a 
44 sufficient knowledge of fhc simplest part 
** of military discipline, by attending drill 
** only twenty days in a year, and generally 
44 -not more than two or three hours each 
•* day—particularly taking into account the 
4t inadequacy of the instructions, See. 1 am 
41 aware that these arguments may be said 
** to offer objections to the system altoge- 
44 ther ; but these objections I feel to be re- 
** moveable by attending to the alterations 
** I have suggested, and shall hereafter pro- 
f* pose. What may be done at a future 
41 time, I shall Hot now enter into, but 
merely confine myself to the manner in 
44 which they should make the brst use of 
“ the time that yet remains to prepare them 
4t for the impending danger; and this pre- 
“ paration should be stimulated and cn- 
44 couraged by th,e conduct of Parliament. 
“ The spirit of ear gallant volunteers , so 
** long tried by suspense, may be otherwise 
41 relaxed. Danger being so often menaced 
41 and so long suspended, their zeal may be 
weakened, unless the Parliament shall do 
“ its duty by giving to those valiant patriots 
41 evfcry possible npcani of rendering their 
41 exertioni in the cause of their country 
44 completely effectual. This done, and 
44 your views fully explained, I am fully 
“persuaded that the volunteers will accede 
44 to any proposal that the necessity of L .the 
44 case may suggest. Such is the nature of 
44 the minds of Englishmen, that 1 have not 
44 the shadow of doubt that there is no dif- 
44 ficulty which they would dot encounter, 
44 and no privStion to which they would 
44 not submit, when they should understand- 
44 that such difficulties and privation were 
44 necessary to Succeed in the glomus cause 
44 committed to their charge, of rescuing 
* 4 their country fpun danger, and establi&h- 
44 fog the security oLtbcir countrymen* in 


44 order then to promote the efBciehcy which' 
44 1 have in view, 1 would propose that the 
44 volunteer corps should be et couraged to 
44 go an permanent duty, supposc'for a week, 
44 or two or three, as was the case last sum- 
44 mcr in particular districts on the coast, 
4 ‘ always taking care to assemble the corps 
44 in the place convenient to their native 
44 home. For this purpose, I should pro- 
“ pose that a small bounty should be given' 
4 ‘ to each vblunteer who would donsent to 
44 march on such permanent duty, namely, 
44 7 s, per vjech, independently of is. per day, 
44 to every volqnreer who should so march. 
44 This plan would, 1 am persuaded, do 
44 more towards promoting discipline and 
44 militaiy habits among the men, than arty 
44 drilling at diffeftnt and detached periods. 
V I had an opportunity of witnessing the 
44 salutary effects of such a system last sum- 
“ mer. Aboiy: z or 300,0001. would be 
44 quite sufficient to defray the expense of 
44 it. Surely it cannot be pretended that 
44 Parliament manage with judgment and 
‘‘.integrity the purse of their constituents/ 
“ if they refuse to open it in order to ad- 
“ vance this sum for a purpo'e of such 
“ high importance, to save the litres and 
44 property of the people, and to bring the 
44 contest in which we are engaged to a 
44 speedy and glorious conclusion. Now, as 
44 to the mode of instiucting the volunteer 
44 corps, I mentioned befmc Christmas very 
44 fully the propriety of appointing field of- 
44 ficers, &c. &c. to such battalions as ap- 
44 plied for them, and 1 am still of the same 
44 opinion. As none of the arguments 
44 which have been advanced against my re- 
44 commendation appear to m* to have any 
44 w eight, and as I know', from my ownob- 
44 servation, the advantage that would re« 
44 suit from it. I would propose that the 
“ instruction of volunteer corps should be 
44 assisted by the regular officers stationed in 
“ the several districts, paiticularly thcs<* on 
44 the coast, on some parts ot which not less 
44 than from, 80 to 100,000 men might be 
44 very speedily collected. I would also 
44 recommend the adoption of* some system, 
44 not Karsh, to enforce attendance at drill, 
44 which is particularly neeessary. This 
“ might be done by regulations, to which 
“ each man might subscribe— imppsing fines 
44 on defaulters, rendering the inattention at 
44 parades liable to arrest and detention, until 
44 tried* 1 before a magistrate, who should have 
*• the power of commuting any fine for a 
44 skrt imprisonment of a or 3 days. I agree 
44 with the rfoht honourable mover, that no 
^ change should be made in the volunteer 
{ ' regulations that is not called.for by abso? 



44 
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“ lute necessity, and of such a nature do I 
*' conceive the proposition 1 have submit* 

“ ted ;■ so I believe almost every man who 
44 has witnessed their x parades must confess) 

“ and when the cause and object of this 
" change should be explained to the-volun- 
“ tcers themselves, I am satisfied none of 
“ them would be found to murmur , much 
“ less to resign, particularly when such 
“ comntunication should be accompanied by 
44 the intimation contained in this bill, that 
“ .they might resign if they did not think 
** proper to remain on such conditions. 

“ As to the right of volunteers to re- 
u commend their olliecrs, about which so 
V much has been said, it strikes me that 
“ there is no material difference upon that 
“ point, if gentlemen ^ould endeavour 
“ truly to understand it. While a controul* 

“ was acknowledged to exist in tile cora- 
“ manding officer of each corps, in the lord 
44 lieutenants of counties, and finally, in mi- 
“ nisters, tfie claim was frivolous to insist 
“ on ; and yet it would be dangerous to 
concede it, even in appearance. I have 
“ at the same time a wish and a hope that a 
14 commanding officer will upon occasion of 
“ any Vacancy judiciously consult the senti- 
44 mentsof the corps, but not in any tiring like 
44 the forms of a popular election, to take 

“ their individual suffrages.-Here the 

“ right honourable gentlemen entered into a 
“ very comprehensive review of the pro- 
“ gress of the regular army and militia 
“ since the commencement of the war, and 
“ contended that neither the recruiting of 
“ the one nor the balloting of the other was 
“ so much impeded by the increase of the 
“ volunreers as some gentlemen seemed 
44 anxious to impress on the minds of the 
“ House, while he thought, on the con- 
“ trary, that the 1 * volunteer system would, 

“ by proper modifications, tend to the rc- 
“ gular Inaintenance and progressive aug- 
“ mentation of our public force. The com- 
“ plained of slowness in the ballot for the 
“ Army of Reserve and Militia might be 
“ easily accounted for, from the circurn- 
“ stance of the great number to be ballotted 
“ for the first year of the war; and this, 

44 independently of the volunteer system, 

44 was sufficient to produce a considerable 
44 difficulty in recruiting for the regular 
44 army. To provide a resource to recruit 
<4 the regular army, he would propose that 
** a system somewhat modelled on the prin- 
44 cipleof the Army of Reserve, should be 
44 kept up, and that from that body any that 
44 should volunteer for general .service 
44 should be supplied by fresh ballot. On <9 
44 reason forahis plan was, that the army' 
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44 should not altogether depend on the coo* 
“ tingency of an oldinary recruiripg; and 
44 another, shat the militia should be held 
44 sacred,-and that no volunteers for general 
“ service should be sought for from that 
44 body in future. The proportion between 
this Army of Reserve and the Militia to 
be fixed, and that the militia should bo 
44 gradually reduced from its present esta- 
44 blishment to its old standard, and that ac« 
44 cording as vacancies occur in that body a 
44 ballot should take place for an equal 
44 number, not to fill up such vaepnowarbut; 
44 <to go to the Army of Reserve. Tims, as 
44 the one *body were reduced, the other 
44 would be augmented,* and *the change 
44 having a gradual operation, would not 
“ bf likely to produce confusion in any 
“ branch of our public force. He was 
44 aware, howffver, that this proposed 
44 change would incur some ' unpopularity, 
‘‘•and some pressure on the parishes;, but 
44 to this he would say, that such pressures 
44 ought to be softened, if they could not be 
“ remedied, and if they could not be re- 
44 medied they ought to be endured. To 
44 this he had no doubt the people would 
44 submit cheerfully when they reflected on 
44 the value of the object for which they had t* 
44 contend , and that nothing could diminish their 
44 devout gratitude to Providence upon a compart - 
“ son of their situations with those countries 'which 
44 neglecting timely precaution, and refuting per- 
44 haps to suffer small losses in the first instance , 
44 committed themselves to the will f that power 
44 which now employed all rs resources to 
44 assail this country. The right honour- 
44 able gentleman particularly urged tl^e in- 
44 troduction of a plan to limit the bounties to 
44 be given to substitutes , that it should be al- 
“ ways less than that to recruits f »r the te* 
44 gular army—the bounties to which-also 
V should be limited, in older to put a stop . 
“ to*he proceedings of those pests to society. 
44 called crimps. He thought it woutd be 
44 wise to allot a certain number of regi- 
44 ments to be recruited in certain countie', 
44 according to the amount of the popula- 
“ tion of such counties; and that the re¬ 
cruiting officers should be stationary in 


such counties. Thus he conceived the 
recruits would be more easily obtained, 
through the connexion that would grow 
up between she people, the recruiting of* 
Beers, and the regiments to which they 
might belong; and the consequence of 
the system would produce an esprit d* 
corps that would be highly advantageous. 
The right honourable gentlehun*iook n?j- 
4 ^rice of the propriety of # attcnding some- 
44 what more to the system of luuiiieaiivts. 


u 
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* and *l*o Improving lour naval defence,- marching, and that care would be taken to 

* which he stated fronfhis own knowledge return home before the last day of it was ex- 
** to be very defective. WhiltPour danger plied. Allow, then, that the corps would* 
** was greater, and ,ear resources also, than upon an average, have ten mifie* to march, 

* at any former period, he complained that they would have four days, exclusive of Sun- 

* our state of naval picparation wa* much day, to exercise, or do what is called duty 
** lower. He declared, that in this state- in, and, for these four days each man would 

* ment he was not influe»ced* by the receive 14 shillings! Care would be taken, 

* slightest pnjudice against any man. On undoubtedly, to bespeak sun-shine weather, 
** the contrary, in the whole of his observa- otherwise the money might be all thrown 

* tions he wished to keep aloof from every away. It is clear, however, that the geutle- 

* descri ption of asperity, which he thought man could not have so short a space of time 

* otJJprrwwi upon any account to be imro- in view: three weeks, at least, it'isfairto 

* duced in the couise of thin djycussian. presiyne, he intended to describe as a space 
** This was not a time for the operation for u permanent duty;*' and, in that case, 

of ary patty split." his 300,0001. might suffice for 130,000 

As to party spirit; whether- there was men ; but, let me ask any man, whether he 
Way shown, in this debate, by any body else, understands any thing of military matters or 
■whether this observation was at all called for mot. it' he would not rather, and much rather 


from Mr. Pitt, and whether bis speech was 
ini ended to answer party views, are ques¬ 
tions, upon which I shall, probably, touch 
hereafter; at present, I shall confine myself 
to the improvements, which the right hon. 
gent, proposes to make in the volunteer sys¬ 
tem, taking them in the order, in which 
they lie before me.— -First; he proposes, I 
that, with a view of rendering the volun¬ 
teers adequate to tires object of their institu¬ 
tion, they should be encouraged to go, as 
toon as possible, on permanent duty, for the 
•pace of two or three weeks, alwayr taking 
“care to quarter each corps in the place most 
convenient to their native home; and, in or¬ 
der to induce them to go upon this perma¬ 
nent duty, he ftould ^jive to each of them a 
*• small bounty," namely, sefen shillings a 
Week, independently of the one shilling a 
day. What bounty he would give to the 
officers end non commssioned officers he 
does not say; but, he insists, that about 2 or 
300,0001. would be sufficient to defray the 
whole expense; so that, it is evident/ that 
he means to draw only a pari of the volun- 
teers'but on permanent duty, for, if he were 
to draw out ffic 400,000 they would, accord¬ 
ing to hi* plan, swallow up 280,0001. in one 
weft, allowing not a farthing for officers, 
non-commissioned officers, barracks, bag¬ 
gage, or contingent expenses of any kind; 
and, the truth is, that the 300*000). would 
not defray the expenses of 230,000 men for 
more than a week, because there must be 
iq allowance for the officer! and .non-com¬ 
missioned officers; there must be baggage 
and barrack expenses > end there must be 
contingent charges to no small amount. 
But, what cojuld be done in the way of dis¬ 
cipline, In the space of oru weei f There 
no doubt hut the days of this week would be- 
gin*with the Aral day of preparation for 


too, see tliis sum of 300,0001 expended in 
the maintenance of 12 good battalions of re¬ 
gular infantry, well clothed, armed, accou¬ 
tred, and commanded ? for, such a force 
could be maintained for a whole year upon 
the money, which Mr. Pitt proposes to ex¬ 
pend upon 130,000 volunteers, in the course 
of three week-i! When the volunteers are 
thus called out upon “ permanent duty” 
there must take place a sort of drafting or 
volunteering in each corps; for, it seems, 
none are so to march but such as choose; and, 
when they return to the corps again, they 
are, I suppose, like the select vessels among 
die Methodists, to communicate their expe¬ 
riences to the brethren! Whether these 
experiences are to be received under the 
operation of martial law, or otherwise, the 
gentleman did not state; but, if they are, 
I should be glad torknow, who will execute 
that law; and, if they are not, I am still 
more anxious to know wha^t means wiH be 
provided for the protection of persons and 
property, in and near the places where these 
" small bounty" men will be quartered. 
And. who is to command the volunteering 
volunteers ? Suppose only a third part of a 
corps turns <?ut as “ small bounty" men, i# 
the commanding officer of the corps to turn 
out with them? And, if so, who is to com¬ 
mand the men who remain in the parish l 
Who shall say, too, that a due portion 
of officers and non commissioned" officer* 
will be ready to march ? And, if not, 
how is ihe deficiency to be supplied ? 
If the officers, who, in general, are mer¬ 
chants, 8 tradesmen, and farmers, cannot re¬ 
main from home three weeks at a time, are 
they to be cashiered, and is their place lobe 
supplied by journeymen and labourers ? 
S^nd, lastly, when the ** smaH bounty" men 
come heoac from their expedition, is it like- 
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Ijr that they will live in very great harmony aiiatnent may as well hold its tongue tiponi 
with that part of the corps who have not left the subject, and leAe the corps and their 

home ? In short, who, upon barely hearing committees <b go on with the good work of 

these questions asked, has a not already an- legislation, which, thaaks to Mr. Pitt anil 

awered, that the plan is utterly impractica- the ministers, they have already so diligently 

ble; and, that the only good that could pos- and wccessfully begun. If the regulation* 

aibiy arise from attempting its execution, are not prescribed by the act, the act mast 

would be to throw all the corps in the king- empower the magistrates to cary the rrgu- 

dom into ten times greaser confusion than lations of each corps, be they what they 

they already are, and shew us, at once, the may, into effect. But, let who will make 

incurable defects of the system ? The effect the regulations, no mao, it seems, is to be 

on the regular army must' be dreadful, bound by them, unless lie choose s to su b- 

The “ small bounty" men, would, doubtless, scribe to them.. And, how mdn/TESTT’are 

be quartered, during their," permanent there in ijjis United Kingdom, who will vo- 

duty," where they wonid be liable to be fre- luntarily set their hands to a paper, which 

quently seen by the soldiers of the army, shall compel them to appear at a certain 

Indeed, the gentleman proposes to bring bO place, to obey certain persons, and perform 

or 100,000 of them so near to the regulars, certain acts, upon pain of instant arrest and 

as that the former maybe assisted in their* imprisonment? Are there one hundred men, 

instruction by the regular officers in the sc- out of three millions, who will do this * 

veral districts respectively, And, does Mr. Besides, did e.ver mortal man before hear of 

1 ’itt think, .that the “ small bounty” men, such a jumble of civil and military autbo- 

who, in addition to a soldier’s pay. will re- rity ? Who is to be the judge of the offence# 

ceive wherewith to get dead drunk three Is the offender to be ariested by a warrant 

days in a week, and who will have little or or an order ? Is he to be sieaed by a ser- 

no control over them, does he think, that jrant or a constable? Where is he to be 

sue li men, dressed in soldier’s clothes and detained’ In the jail, or in a guard-house f 

calling themselves soldiers, does he really If the latter, suppose he attempts to escape? 

think that such men will afford an useful Can the persons who have charge of him 

example to the regular army ? And docs lie shoot him ? Is there any crime in rescuing 

hope, that the non-commissioned officers, him ? What an endless source of broils, til¬ 
er even Ihe officers, of that army will cn- blodff, of assaults, batteries and law-suits I 

tirely escape the contagion, especially when What “ glorious confusion” would reign 

by another part of his plan, captains and from one end to the other of the country! 

subalterns of the army are invited to seek These projects are to be received with great 

for promotion to the rank of field-officers bv caution. Nothing is"so dangerous, tspe- 

paying ibeir court, not to their superiors in daily in timeslike the present, as that spirit 

the army, hut to the officers and men of of innovation, that defiance of all usage agd 

volunteer corps ?——Secondly ; Mr. fitt all experience, that eagerness tc* meet every 

recommends, in mder to enforce attendance emergency with some tutu invention, which, 
at drill, that, breach corps, a set of regu- 1 am truly sorry to say it, appears, of late, 
Jations shall be subscribed by each member, constantly to pervade the mind of Mr. Fitt. 
and that # these regulations" should impose Has this gentleman heard of no volunteer 
lines upon defaulters, and should reader per- being imprisoned ? Has he heard of anyone 
spns*hot attending at parade liable to arrest 'being imprisoned and net rescued by hi* 
anff detention, until tried before a magis- comrades ? Docs he think, that any round-, 
trate, who should have the power of com- house or jail would long contain a volunteer 
muting any ffqe for a shost imprisonment of confined for military misbehaviour ? Does 
two or three d?ys!!! Upon this part of his he. in good truth imagine, that a young man, 
scheme* Mr. Pin observed, that lie wa« de or that any man not of base spirit or infa-t 
Cidedly against making any change in the mom character, would submit to be lodged 
aystem, tfnless such as was of absolute neces- in the receptacle for thieves and other igoo? 
sity. and that this was so, he said, would be minious offenders, merely because he had 
denied by no man who hid witnessed the been absent from a parade without leave, of* 
volunteer parades. Whether ihe change without sufficient cause r Does he, indeed, 
here proposed be of absolute necessity, or suppose, that a father will, on such an ac- 
not, I sltall not attempt to decide; but this count, quietly walk into jail in the presence 
I do know, that it never can be caaried into of his children ? Or, that any man will, for 
fxecutiou. If adopted in the act, it will, such a cause, submit to such disgrace in the 
of course, be general. The regulations w [\tf- eyes of his relations, his friends, or his neigb- 
fce tlje same in every corps, or els^. Pan- bours? Aqd, if it be #ot an itnprjsonment*m 
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* jail or notne place otfoir than military, what 
ha* ihe civil magistrates) do with the com¬ 
mitment ? If such a reguiation^v/ere to pass 
into a law, one of two consequences would 
result from it: either no volunteers would 
•ubscribe the regulation, and thenjt would 
•he nugatory, or, i'f generally signed, and 
attempted to be enforced, it would produce 
continual riots and rescues,'till, in awery short 
space of time, the magistracy and the laws 
would be trodden nmUrloot. Jf, therefore, the 
. v-olqnteers cannot he induced to attend witb- 
’SHnsiraSTirregulation as thia; if this be a 
measure of “ absolute necessity” 40 the fx- 
Mteace of the volunteer sysltm, that system 
never can be supported fur another half 
yraf, without shaking to its cent-re the civil 
government of the country. “ Man, v he 
Ess very truly and very tritely observed, “ is 
r ‘ the creature ot bahit •" and, let him re¬ 
member, that, if he once destroys or consi¬ 
derably enfeebles the. habitual'reverence for, 
*nd obedience to, the laws, he will, in re¬ 
ality, have gone very far towards subverting 
•theConstitution, to uphold which must cer¬ 
tainly be one of his principal objects.- 

Haying thus provided, as he seemed to think, 
for the permanence and discipline of the vo¬ 
lunteers, Mr. Pitt next directed his fostering 
care towards the regular army, in uliich, 
though dirtfctly in the teeth of his former 
calculations, opinions, and prediction.**, he 
-was obliged to confess reciuiting was at a 
atand. Still clinging, however, to his vo¬ 
lunteer system, though found to be so miser¬ 
ably defective, he wtoqld not allow, that it 
had contributed towards the impoverishing 
of the army, notwithstanding the contrary 
had been proved, by argument, fifty times 
over, and notwithstanding that argument nor 
any part of it had ever been attempted jto be 
yefoted. Bur, in spite of all his endeavours 
to preserve his consistency, without acknow*. 
Jedgjng his ertor, he does allow, that, such 
is the stale of the country, from sortie cause 
or other, that the army cannot any longer be 
fcept'hp (not augmented; but kept up) by 
the ordinary means of recruiting, even in¬ 
cluding all-the aid, which it has received, 
and which it is likely to receive, from* the 
inlistments made amongst the creatures, who 
have, merely for the sake of money, became 
substitutes in the army of reserve. To pre¬ 
sent the army, theiefore, frorA wasting entire¬ 
ly away, and yet not to give up any part of the 
volunteer corps, Mr. Pitt proposes, that the 
militia shoo'd be reduced I His project is 
this: that there shall be in constantexist- 
• enee a body called the Army of Reserve; that, 
from this body, vmen may at any time enlist 
info the tegulars, and, as fast as they do so 


enlist, their places shall be snpplited byw 
fresh ballot; that, as vacancies occur, in the 
militia, they should remain not filled up, 
until that hotly pe reduced to its " old sland- 
" ard j” that, in consequence of every such 
vacancy, a nt3n should be balloted for, but 
that, instead of joining the militia, lie should 
join the army of reserve, in order to keep up 
, the means of recruiting from this latter body 
into the regular army; f< and thus,” says 
he, “ as one body would be reduced, the 
u other would be augmented.” Very true; 
just os one bottle is rilled by the emptying 
of another iuicj it; but, most people will al¬ 
low, that the liquor, at eveiy remove, be¬ 
comes more, fl.it and worthless, and ceitain I 
am, that there is no military officer, who 
would not rather have one man, originally 
•raised fi r the regular army, than three men, 
who, through the hands of parish officers or 
dealcr< in substitutes, have first reached the 
army of restive, and have then, for the sake 
of a new bounty, and not for the love of the 
service, cumc into the regular army.—— 
But, before I proceed any further, I cannot 
refrain (iom referring, for a moment, to the 
parliamentry debates in June last, upon the 
subject of the army of reserve. On the first 
agitating of that subject, Mr. Windham 
made the speech, from which my motto is 
taken, and every word of which should now 
be carefully attended to. Mr. Pitt did nor, 
that day, speak at any length; but, he look 
care to say, that he “ completely differed 
“ from almost the whole of Air. Windham’s 
“ ideas.” In the debate of the 23d of June, 
Mr. Elliot, who spoke before Mr. Pitt, ex¬ 
pressed his opinion, that unless the militia 
wgre reduced to tl*5 “ old standard" the re¬ 
gular army must remain in a slate of impo¬ 
verishment; and, during,his speech, by a 
word from Mr. Windham, it appeared 
that this was the opinion of both of them. 
It is best to quote the passage in the report of 
the debate. “ I am a friend to the principle 
*■ of the militia, and am afraid, there ip a 
“ shade of difference, of opinion, upon this 
“ point, between, me and pay right hon, 
“ friend; [Mr. Windham indicated that 
“ there was none]. I am glad that I do not 
“ differ from my right hon. friend. But, 
“ though I am a friend to the general priri- 
*' ciple of the militia, I certainly ne.\cr 
“ would have consented to increase it beyond 
“ its original number."* In the debate of 
the lsf of May, 1802, Mr. Windham satd, 
that tire militia' ought to b* kept at, if not 
below, its “ old establishment."—In answer 
to Mr. Elliot,* during the dtbate of the 23d 


l* See Register, Vol, 111 . p. 1833. 
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of June, Mr. Pitt, after some sarcastic re¬ 
marks on the opinions of Mr. Elliot and Mr. 
Windham, which remarks appeared to give 
great delight to the militia colonels; after 
oMoiling the virtues of that* “ constitutional 
“ force” (he militia, andreverting’ro the glori¬ 
ous era when it was firsfedablished, said, that 
he was not a little surprised when he heard 
it gravely asset ted, that, the existence of a 
“ large "militia force was incompatible with 
“ the existentSe of a large regular army; that 
et it being admitted, that a Mthlia of 3(),uOO 
“ was good in its kind, it must be allowed, 

“ that, under the present circumstances, vve 
" wanted a much larger number." And, this 
is the person, who now proposes to reduce 
the militia to this "very number of KO.OCX) 
men I Ought we not, anoftier time, to hesi¬ 
tate, far foie we are led into measures at th® 
suggestion ot this gentleman ) The gradual 
reduction of the mi itia, leaying the army 
of reserve out of the question, is a wise pro¬ 
position! bui, it is well known, and Mr, Pitt 
ought publiek'y to have acknowledged, that 
it is a proposition, which was long ago 
made by Mi Windham ——However, the 
greit and intuitive mind of Mr Pitt, over 
which there luing such a thick cloud on the 
23d of June last, has now discovered, not 
only “ that a large militia force is incompa- 
4> tihlewitha large regular army,'"but that it is 
incompatible with a small tegular army; and, 
therefore, he wishes to reduce it; but here 
again the good of his project is over-balanced 
by the evil. This reduction is not to afford 
any relief to the parishes; it is not to tend 
to re-open the field fur recruiting by dimi¬ 
nishing the call for, and, of course, the 
price of, substitutes; tlw same numoci of 
men are still to be balloted for, the butdtn 
upon the persons not entitled to volunteer 
exemptions is to be, increased, and the dif¬ 
ficulties of recruiting in the regular, and the 
only projfbr way must now be regarded, if this 
project be adopted, as being completely cut, 
off. for the whole duration of the war. 
What an enormous expense v^iil this pre¬ 
posterous project, if it become a law, entail 
upon the nation ? Whatman intolerable bur¬ 
den ngon the persons exposed to the ballot ? 
And, of what sort of men will the regular 
army, thus recruited, consist ? What does 
Mr. Pitt think can be done with tl;e miserable 
ditch waterrhke stuff that fthl be poured into 
the regular army through ll»e ^army of re¬ 
serve, into which they have been leef purely 
by a hankering after those beastly enjoyments, 
which are to be procured only by money. And, 
let it be remembered, too, that, it will be 
the wersf, and not toe best part, of the fir/. 
n>y' of resort, that yvijl enter into the £- 
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gulars ; the men viio are disliked by their 
officers; men who arc in debt, or have ren¬ 
dered ih> mlelves suspected by their com¬ 
rades, 6r who cannot resist the temptation of 
enjoying another week oi two of delicious 
drunkriiuess. And this is the description of 
persons who are to fight the battles, to de¬ 
fend the liberties, and to avenge the injuries 
of England ! Out, says Mr. Pitt, what Will 
prevent the creditable youth of the country 
tiom entering into the army of reserve; or 
into the regular army, if they like it I 
ter ? let him lt>nk at the, army of rtie?vtS ~ 
see if tljg ^creditable youth of the country 
have entered it. No; the high bounties 
have degraded the profession of a soldier, 
which, God knows, was never much re¬ 
spected in this shop keeping country. It it 
now no longer a pi olrssiou; it is a mere 
trade ; it is talked of as a trade; and, ac¬ 
cordingly, it offers ro allurements but the 
b*are money; parodying what Swift says of 
the law, “ it is now bo much blood torso 
“ much money, and s<> much money for so 
“ much blood.” The consequences are 
what we see, and they are just such as it 
was natural to expect, from committing the 
formation and supporting of an army to the 
hinds of tax-grinders and stock calculators. 
—As to the project for “ limiting the bounty 
“ to be given to substitutes," and for pre¬ 
venting its being so higlf as the bounty for 
the regular army, it strikes one as something 
so much like Robespierre’s maximum , that 
to attempt to reason upon it would be per¬ 
fectly useless. Tins, flowevTr, may be said, 
without hearing the, project in detail, that 
the bounty for the regular army must be 
higher than the average of the army of re¬ 
serve bounty now is, or, the persons ballot¬ 
ed must be compelled to serve in person. 
Which of these provisions Mr. Pitt may 
choose is riot, perhaps, very certain; but, 
wiilfout one or the other of them, thg pro¬ 
ject must fall to the gvoiuid.—The con¬ 
fining of rrciaiting parties to particular dis¬ 
tricts would have no good effect; and the 
making of recruiting officers stationary in 
these districts would produce great, injury to 
lhe*rmniting sen ice. Novelty, which is 
pleasant in every thing else, is not less so in 
matters of this kind; and, before Mr. -Pitt 
again states, that “ recruits would be more 
“ easily obtaiftul, through the connexion 
“ that would grew up between the people 
“ and the recrutli eg officers," let Rim con¬ 
sult the returns that have'bem made, upon 
the recruiting service, and sre whether such 
% connexion has not invariably proved an 
obstacle in the way of success. In short, 
his notions upon this subject are complAely 
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ft variance with all the hiaxtms of the army, 
maxims which have grown, not out of a 
spirit for projecting, but out of* long obser¬ 
vation and experience. Before I dismiss this 
subject entirely, I cannot forbear to say a 
word or two upon the manner in which Mr. 
Pitt introduced what he had to say, in both 
debates, upon the subject of the volunteer 
system, and matters connected therewith. 
He acknowledges the many and great de¬ 
fects of the system; but, he will not hear a 
word o f doing it away. “ No,” says he, 
'"^TP’Wfsatt too late to talk$f that; there 
** is not time to supply the place of the vo- 
" luntcer system j we must relyVpon that, 
4t or upon nolbing,'and, therefore, all that re- 
“ mains for us to do, is to determine how 
** we can best improve it, it being now.rx- 
** tremely inadequate to its object." This 
want of time is, with Mr.Titr, a standing 
argument for the adoption of any thing that 
he proposes, relative to the defence of the 
country. The army of reserve might not, 
he said, be the best measure that could be 
devised ; but, there was no time to think of 
any other ; the Volunteer system, as it now 
stands, was not so good as jt might have 
been; but there was no time to make it 
'better: the danger pressed, the enemy was 
ft hand 5 and, as he sarcastically told Mr. 
RUiot, on the 23d of June, “ unless lie could 
“ obtain a cartel from Buonaparte to atop 
** till we had raised a regular army, his ob- 
jection to the balloted force would be of 
n no avail.” This is just his language now. 
He tells us tlfat thevnemy may come in a 
week, or a fortnight; and that, therefore, 
them is no time to think about obtaining 
another sort of force in the place of the vo¬ 
lunteers. Thus we are always in a hurry ; 
always acting upon the spur of the moment j 
always adopting measures under the impres¬ 
sion of immediate danger. Upon this same 
principle Mr. Pitt deprecated all inquirjf into 
the past conduct o£ ministers relative to the 
defence of the country. We are not to a6k 
even lb which way our means hare hitherto 
Beep employed. We arc not to inquire 
what the ministers have done with the mil¬ 
lions that they have taken from us for, our 
defence: no, we are to carry (hem more, 
and ask no questions. “ The defence of 
“ tbe country ought to occupy every man’s 
** attention: it is quite pndogh to Jill (he 
“ mind of any man, without mixing with 
** it any inquiries at to tbe state of politics, 
“ or the conduct of ministers.” Oh ! ex¬ 
claim (tile tumbling Cockneys, what patrio¬ 


tic sentiments! What a disinterested 'man 
he is ! he scorns all party spirit, and thinks 
about nothing but saving us from tbe hands 
of those hard-hearted ruffians’, who have 
vowed our destruction ! Nothing, it must 
be confessed, is better calculated rp take, 
with the great .and little vulgar, than the 
line of conduct pursued by Mr. Pitt 5 but, 
persons who are npt to be caught with chaff 
maybe pci mitred to ask, whether he did 
not, so long as five months ago, give, as a 
toast amongst his Cockney friends, “ tbe 
“ Volunteers, and a speedy meeting with 
“ Buonaparte upon our own shores?” 
Meaning, thereby, that he wished the enemy 
might land, and that he might be encoun¬ 
tered, five months ago, by the very troops, 
which he declared to be now “ extremely 
•“ inadequate to their object!” And, one 
might, too, be permitted to usk Mr. Pitt, 
whether, amopgst the means of rational de¬ 
fence, a wise and vigorous ministry ought 
not to be reckoned, as essential; and, if so, 
one might further ask him, what object he 
can have in view by using all his influence 
for the purpose of prolonging the duration, 
without strengthening the hands, of the present 
ministry, whom both he and bis frietids have 
represented, and are continually repre¬ 
senting, as incapable of conducting the af¬ 
fairs of tbe nation at any time whatever ? 
Let us have an answer to these questions, 
before we hear any more of the patriotic cou- 
duct of Mr. Pitt. Either the ministry ought 
to have his support, or they ought not. Jf 
the first, why does he not support them ? 
Why does he not give them teal support, 
and not preface every speech, in which he 
defends them, with hints that this is ** not 
“ Ihe proper time for inquiring into their 
“ conduct If the second, why does lie 
not openly and manfully ofpese them ? One 
line or the other it must be his duty to take. 
Decidedly one or the other. Any vhiug be¬ 
tween; any thing that shall prop up, with¬ 
out supporting; that shall hold in chuck, 
without opposing, must be injurious to Ihe 
country, ana musj, by every roan of sense 
and spirit, be regarded, not only as unpatri¬ 
otic and undignified, but selfish and mean 
in the extreme. 

--—-<-———n-- 

The llth Number of Cobxktt’s Parli¬ 
amentary Debates, containing an accu¬ 
rate Report of the interesting Debate on 
■his Majesty’s Indisposition, is ready for deli¬ 
very. Complete sets of the work may be had 
of the Publishers of the Register. 
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« Ii surprise* me. that you should Ir.tve Wivdhvm out of your li*t, wh» (observe my prophecy) 
“ will become one Ot thi. ablest men and tnO-t shinin*. characters that the latter pan of tlli« tte 
“ will produce. I lia/aid little in such a prediction ; tor his judgment, talenrs, and attainmetiU will 
“ justify it,"——Lord Littleton, Letter Xt'l 
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' AN 

ANALYTICAL and comparative view 
Of ttuo pamphlets, hitch/ published, the one 
evtilhd , “ Curany Re mar Is‘upon tiu Stall uf 
Parlies, during the administration of Mr. 
Addington,- by a Near,Ohsehvf.h and 
the Kiln r entitled, “ A Plain Answer to thf 
tn in (present.funs and calumnies contained in 
the '' u> wry Remarks of a Near Obse.ver, l>y 
A more Accurate Obsf.hv er.” 


(Continued Tofu p. Ilz ) 


The chirges which the Near Observer 
preieis against 3Mit- WiKimsM, oil the 
seuie Ac his |j;uIi;iKK’ii<Riy conduct, n re , first, 
Ins oppo it ion tn tin- militia sy>l'*m ; second. 
Ills inconsistency in fit si calling tor u ir, and 
then, wJk.ii war became inrvimble, tiedar- 
ing, all of*a sink! ti, th.if il «at ivs wi-h In 
preset re. pour ; thud, ins r 'maming in of¬ 
fice during llic* negotiations :it Lisle, lo 
which, as it now appears, he was always 
opposed. 

The charge respecting the militia system 
was fully refuted in a former part of tins 
Analytical and Compu^snvc View, present 
Volume, p. .0 to is, p.iriiculaily, p. Jl 1 to 
JL. Hut, it may not he amiss to add a re¬ 
ntal k or two tff v lad was .said, especinj'y 
when wc tal.e into view some 1 erect Itnns- 
actious.* “ In pursuing the subject," says 
the»K<ar Obsmcr, wc. shall have the 
“ jnisloituiir to see Mr. "\\ jndham in full 
“ fiuilion of-his vnw, and the kingdom re- 
*‘ plunged into a w.ir, which iio puli'y, no 
“ human pi niience, no mode ration, no for- 
** bwanmee could avert Sii ill we find him 
“ consistent tli.-n ? Shall we behold lum ar- 
,f raying the forces, balloting the militia, 
•' calling out the volunteers r Wli he iin- 
“ pose silence upon thd factions try Ins do* 
** quence, banishing delays, and conquering 
*' ot Stacies by the vigour ol Ids iiiwid, giv- 
“ ing the lesson and example of public vir- 
* c tue, and acting tlie glooo,i part of a pa* 
* e tool statesman, the dUcipl- of burke ?” 
TJwn, when this writer comes to speak <-£ 
Mr. W'iiidhMus cone net aitct the dtcar.i- 


i 


i 


\ OL. ^ . 




tion of war, comeli the passage, which has 
been quoted, in p. 5 and 0, and to whioh I 
beg leave lit refer the reader.- —-'IX 
passage, which I have here cited, .and to 
other corresponding paits of the Treasury 
pamphlet, the More AcCurste* Observer has 
given the following answer, wh.cn, as far 
as* it gops, is fair and pertinent enough: 

*• lie” j Mr. Windham] *• is accused of 
“ that, which,* at a moment like the pre- 
“ sent, would be little short of (reason. He 
is charged with impeding and obstructing 
“ the national defence. Shall we behold 
Si him, it is inked, awuying tin forces, bal- 
“ luting the militia, calling out the vuliiQ- 
“ treis ? Yes; I teply; wc shall behold 
“ him amongst the foremost in arraying the 
‘• fries, not certainly in balloting the uiili- 
" ua, or in calling out the volunteers; but 
“ \\hy? became ho docs uot considerithnst; 

“ to be the mo-, dlicient modes of a; raying 
“ the forces. But, in objecting to the roen- 
“• suits brought for wind by the government, 

“ he proposed otbeis which anp'-.ue.l to 
“ him better calculated to attain the object 
“ which was in viewer an (He did not leave 
“ a shadow (Jt pretest for the foul detrac- 
“ tion c^f the Nun Obsmcr. Are w« rc.d- 
" ly to think, that Mr. Windham did not 
wish to put forth the best energies of Hie 
“ state ior our safety ai.d preservation, be* 

“ cause he did not approve the plan of 
.*• the ministry; or, because, peihqs, he 
“ iflight not, think, that they km w very 
“ well how to cairifc their owm* plan 
“ into execution-Tlial the ballot¬ 

ing of the militia to a number b-yond 
the old establishment, arul that the calling 
out of the voluiiteeir,, was not, in reality, to 
arr^y the forces, is now pretty evident; see¬ 
ing that the volunteers, are, at the end of 
Sf ven or eight months, found to be “ tiitally 
inadequate to the obji ct of their institution, 
while the greift nJvocate of the militia, tlie 
gentleman who, of all others most differed 
from Mr Winuliam on the subject, has now 
discoveied. that, \viihoiit«rcduiing the mi* 
li;ia 10 its old number, that is to »uv, to the* 
veiy state which Mr, Vv indium #isi.ed to 
http it in. we cannot keep up ou> regular 
at my. Trcvisvly vvhat Uic-si ms w id, + u 
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these points, be, at last, adopted, it is im¬ 
possible to say; but, as 'tar as events have 
gone, they have fully proved, tfiat to “ ar¬ 
ray &e forces,” in reality, would have been 
,4o do exactly what Mr. "Windham recom¬ 
mended . If his advice had been .followed, 
that advice which was so shamefully mis¬ 
represented by Mr. Yorke, by the 'Adding¬ 
tons, and by their hirelings; if that advide 
had been followed, wc should now have 
had, in Europe, a regular army of 130,000 
-^ffijljUv^ijen, a militia of 30,000. and an 
armeu peasantry, in every part of the coun¬ 
try, ready to assist, in case of .jnvasidli. 
,We should have ljeard nothing of commit¬ 
tees of corps; of elections of officers; of 
armed parliaments; of “ small-bounty” 
men; of drilling regulations : in short,* we 
should have heard not a wgrd of all, or any 
of, the vexatious nonsense that now puzzles 
the heads and harasses the bodies of peo¬ 
ple of every rank and description ; to say 
nothing of the enormous expense, to which 
the country is subjected, on this account, 
and which, by Mr. Windham’s plans, would 
have been, in a great part, at least, avoided. 

The nejet charge, to wit, that of having 
called for war, till war became unavoidable, 
and, then, becoming, all of a sudden, an 
advocate for peace, is no better founded 
than the former. Upon this point the 
words of the Treasury writer are as’fol¬ 
lows : “ the discussion of thcse'transactions, 
** has led me somewhat past the period of 
• his Majesty’s message of the 8 th of 
“ March, in which’Yhe necessity had bren 
' “ announced of adopting measures of pre- 
“ cdution, with regard to France ; which 
“ proceeding of the ministry, and the sub- 
“ sequent armament they proposed, so far 
from producing that unanimity of parties 
“ which might have been expected, and 
41 which at first it appeared to have affectV 
u only exasperated and laid bare the 
** depth and' foir'ness of their rank and « 
“ mortified ambition. Will it be befijtved, 

“ thA upon this occasion the * war fac- 
** lion '* ’ (to use the phrase of the First 
“ Consul of France) which had treated 


* “ They were styled bloodhounds in a 

** print which is in the exclusive interest of 

•' Mu Pitt .”-Yes, this Print, the True 

BritoK, certainly is in tne exclusive in¬ 
terest'of Mr. Pitt, speaking of it as the tool 
of a minister, or great parly man; but, this 
print, as well as its partner^ the Sun, are 
"under ihe control of Messrs. Long and 
Hose, particularly the latter; and, as loag 
as those gentlemen saw a likelihood, or 
c\hn * probability, of Mr, Pitt’s joining the 


“ every moment of peace, as a compromise 
“ of the national honour and security, 
“ which had incessantly urged, tailed, and 
“ attempted .to intin.idate the government 
“ into inm/ediatc war, now rurned, sude 


ministry, amt, of course, of t»eir return to 
place and profit, the 1 rue Briton attd the 
Sun were as completely devot.d to Mr. Ad¬ 
dington as they weie to Mr. Pitt. In com¬ 
plete proof of tins asst rtion it is only nct.es- 
saty to quote the veiy passage here alluded 
to by the Near Observer: “ Unlike an ex- 
“ war minister and his little baud of blood- 
“ bounds, we arc not the advocates for war, 
“ much less for eternal war, but we are pre- 
“ pared to defend, to the last drop of our 
“ blood, the rights and independence of 
our couutiy. If we are thus, then, to 
“ fight for our all, we surely may be allow- 
“ ed to express a wish to be conducted in 
** the fie ld by those leaders whom we love. 
“ Let Mr. Pitt, Mr, Addington, Lord llaio- 
“ kesbury , Lord Melville , and a few others 
“ whom we could name, direct the affairs 
“ of the nation, and we shall think not only 
“ our safety insuied but our victory cer- 
“ tain.” The article from which fnis pas¬ 
sage is extracted was insetted in the True 
Briton of the 7 th of March last, just about 
the time that the place-seeking negotiation 
was set on foot. It was, at the time, attri¬ 
buted to the “ right honourable relation 
but whether it can.c.from the Addington or 
the Pitt faction is, as to the pic.cnt point, 
of no consequence at all ; seeing that the 
True Briton was, at that time, devoted to 
the “ well-meaning” ministiy ; and, there- 
for$, the phrase, ** Hoodl.suml r,” and the base 
charge against Mr. Windham of being the 
advocate for ** eternal wa{,“ must not now 
be represented as exclusively imputable to 

the friends of Mr. Pitt.-It is, however, 

perfectly tiue, that the most'venal piints 
in England, or in any part of the globe, 
Dublin only-excepted, are those which 
espouse the*cause of Mr. Pitt. The True 
Briton of the 7 th of March. 1803 , says: 
“ The vptightness of the intentions of the 
“ present ministiy, the real love they bear 
“ their country, the principles which they 
“ have uniformly practised, and,* a simila- 
“ rity of inimi ai d sentiment identify them 
“ with the 111 a A [Mr. 1 ’tti], to whom the 
** eyes of tjie nation arr, at this mofnenr, 
“ anxiously turned, &c.” Now, who can- 
read this, and compare it with the conti¬ 
nued, the incessant attacks on ministers, 
which have been made in this True Briton, 
■'ever since the negotiation for place btoie off ; who 
cton view such an in^rsnee of versatility and 
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denly ai the wind, and shifted their prin- 
**, ciples like a sail ? Let us hear the lan- 
“ guage pf the manly consistent Mr. Wind- 
“ ham ! " He hoped that it would not be 
“ “ supposed that the opposers of the peace 
“ “ would be foremost to propose the rc- 
“ “ newal of hosliliiies 1 the very revere 
“ “ would be found to be the legitimate 
41 “ result of the principles they had cm- 
“‘“braced; they had chiefly opposed that 
“ “peace because its terms put tfrecoun- 
“ “ tiy out of a condition to go to war 
“ “ again. There were no persons hold- 
44 “ ing his opinions wh# could contcin- 
“ “ plate the renewal of war without seri- 

“ “ ouS' alarm.”.'’-The passage here 

quoted as Mr. Windhiyn’s is not what he 
said. It is said to be taken from the very 
speech which the Receiver-General *of 
Cornwall so glatingly misrepresented, nhd 
which misrepresentation w*as noticed at the 
time, btth in the House of Commons and 
cut of it. But. more of this by and by : let 
us pursue the quotation : “ It is too recent 
'* in recollection for it to be necessary for 
" me to relate wiih what sentiments the 
public received this new' creed ot tire mo t 
“ serene atid pacific war-faction, arid it 
" might be thought to be out of the scope 
“ of the present topic, to advert to the sur- 
44 pti'-e and astonishment which General 
'* Buonaparte is said to have manifested upon 
“ disem eiing the long mistake and mis-ap* 
44 prehension under which he had lived with 

'* regard to it-1 cannot, however, pass 

44 over this point altogether, because 1 am 
14 of opinion that the language now held by 
44 the new opposition had a considerable 
*■ effect upon the negotiations which were 
“ carried on from this period, with increased 
“ activity aud ^merest, and assumed a tone 
exceedingly categorifcal and deceive. 
“ Doubtless, it is impossible for me, or ahy 
“ other individual, to provfc that the First 
“ Consul had not originally fixed his reso^ 
'■‘lution, and that he had hot been always 
“ altogether determined upon'war. In this 
“ case it must be admitted, that he dcrivtd 


baseness, without holding in abhoirence 
the slaves by whom it is exhibited to the 
"World .<** Such, however, is, unfortunately, 
the taste of Mr. Pitt. 1^ has always been 
his policy to surround himself with crea¬ 
tures and tools. In certain states society 
and public aflaiis, such policy may, and 
does, succeed ; bur, ere this day two years, 
Mr, Pitt will find, that it is entirely unsuit¬ 
ed to the present tkws: he will find, that 
efficient support is not to be purchased with 
mnej. ■ . ; 


“ not his first motive from the extraordinary 
“ language of' Mr. Windham and his col- 
“ leagues. But I shall then contend; that 
4 ‘ this language must have operated to ta j 
“ courage and confirm his intention, width 
" neither Mr.'Windham, rtor any other per- 
“ son.crtn deny, might possibly have wa* 

“ vered, or have finally given way. Hie . 
44 first*Consul, in his memorable Exposfi to 
44 the-legislative body, had expressly stated; 

44 that 4 this country could find no ally 
44 oport the continent, atid that wUh> v te« A' * * . j 
“ lies, and single handed, she was unable to 
44 susttdrfta war with France.’ 1 believe thif^ 
“ defiance was received* with-indignation By 
44 every Englishman, and by Mr. Wiudhain* 

44 among the rest; I had once thought*, even 
““more than by the rest. I believe too; that 
44 it was resented not more for its audacity, 
44 than its falsehood, and that there did not 
exist at that lime a single individual who 
44 was not prepared to contradict and dls~ 

•* prove it. How then must it have satis-. 
44 tied and delighted the First Consul t6 
44 learn, that as soon as the King’s message 
44 had taught us to think in earnest upoft 
44 the subject, and as soon as a distinct ap- 
4 ‘ pear.inee and approach of war had be- 
44 come Visible in England, even those states- 
4t men who had most invoked and provoked 
44 jt, were become sudclpn converts to hi! 

“ "opini in, and openly declared the truth of 
44 it! With what transports must he not 
44 have heard M. Otto translate from the 
44 debates in the Engji#h papers this express 
,f4 statement,of Mr. Windham, that * 4 fab 
44 44 could Hot contemplate the renewal of 
44 44 hostilities without serious alarm, and 
44 “ that he had chiefly opposed the peace 
14 44 because it had put the country out of 

44 44 a condition to renew the war -Iti 

answer to this, we may first ask, with the 
Accurate Observer, what pretence there is 
for representing the renewal of the War as 
44 the fruition of Mr.*Windham’a vow?’’ 
The charge of being a standing advocate* ft>r 
war, and even for “ eternal war,” was made 
agriinst him by the 44 well-meaning" minister, 
and, indirectly, by the Lord Chancellor, 
ddring the early part of the discussions Oft 
the peace, a charge which he instandy'and 
explicitly denied, repelled, anti -rtfuted, 
without, however, preventing 'theih -'Slid. - 
their hirelings from repeating the charge^ 
with }U9ta$much confidence aOfljFurtConPeril 
as if its truth had been ad*titt$. And, hoiv 
shamefully Lise is it to say,l|iat Mr. Wind¬ 
ham had “ treated every jfiofam of jmace as a 
* cmnpromi'e of national honour and se- 
“ curity!” Is it not jwrff known to every 
one, that the addresses*faith Mi. Windham 

Mi. 
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■' sad fc ispalty proposed and «pfM /ir, on the 
discussionof the peace ofAmtens, advised 
«e resin negotiations to be immediately en¬ 
tered into, in order to explain the ambi¬ 
guities of that com*dct>Jnd to 44 preserve the 
Vr.peaf«, which h*» Majesty had GondadeB?” 

. At the opening of the ■ next session of Par¬ 
liament, on tire 23d of November,* 1802, 
t' after** became apparent, that France in¬ 
tended tdcontinue her conquests in peace, 
ai wdi as in wars after the transactions in 
idfiwiiaaacldQd, and, indeed, after every thine;:, 
WortSh spe^ling of, that was made the sob- 
J*e* of complaint, in his Majesty’s dtriaration 

■ of warj after-all this had taken place, and 
iehile the ministers appeared ready to sub- 

• tnit to as much more, Mr. Windham cn~ 

., dwvoured to convince the House of Co/h- 
mons, that it was the wiser tpay to bold ajl’ 
, shot,remained in our hands, in orde.r not 10 ' 
*, begin the war at a greater disadvantage, 
Hts words were these: “ We are a little 
• *S cured of the mania, in this country, which 
M was only an octave higher, when we were 
" M tdd, that those who advised the war 
S’ were men delighting in blood, while those 
f *ywho opposed them were lovers of hu- 
*’‘.«VMMty. Not being in an official miu.i- 
/‘Mjidii, lam not sufficiently informed to ad- 
d* vis^ particularly ; but, on such aques- 
**‘ tion, I think, yve should weigh well in 
“ what situation we shall be when the -Star 
-f* shall come upon us; for, come it will, 
44 -and sooner than I wish to s.iy. 1 think 
- ** it would bejihe wiser way to anticipate 
the blow. We should not let out of cur hands 
an% g f the means which accident or frecau- 
k “ tion has left in them for another war.*" 
This-passage has been quoted by, the Near 
Observer; but, that venal slave, so well 
’WO«hy of the “ well-meaning” Addingtons 
*nd Howkesburies, has taken special cure to 
■stop at the word “ blow," and not to insert* 
*feo»e*which are here distinguished by Ita- 
, iick-charactcrs, antfj on which, as the reader 
once, perceive, turned the whole 
• fbrce W the passage, as far as related to the 
-contrast,'which the Near Observer was 
-drawing.——In referring to declarations 
imputed to Mr, Windham, relative to*the 
: jreiuctsBce of himself and hi$ friends to 
Aasteti into a war, it will be right;, first, to 

■ |i«ir what the More Accurate Observer has 
widinijis defence. 44 Mr. Windham gave, 
* i , a* one of his reasons for objecting to the 

peace, that its consequences would put 
ltf-«»pat:«f the condition to renew thewar , 1 
, whictw he thought would soon be neces- 
fie disapp roved of -dismantling our 
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“ fleet and disbanding out army, because 
f‘ be thought mutch time, would-not elapse 
“ before it would be necessary to equip the 
“ one, and recruit the other. There is no 
“ inconsistency' in endeavouring to avoid 
“ peace when we had large naval arid mili- 
“ tary establishments on foot, and to hesitate 
“‘in declaring war when those establish- 
“ ments had been let down. As little in- 
consistency is there in objecting to the 'em - 
“ mediate ground of tear, and in thinking 
“ that many occasions had been passed over, 
“ on which ministers had been called upon 

“ to take up argis.”-This reasoning is 

clear and correct enough; but an allusion 
is made lo facts that never existed; ,for, Mr. 
Windham never “ hesitated at declaring 
44 war,*’- nor did he ever “ object to the »»- 
mediate 'pounds of the war," though he 
certainly might have done it, and with per¬ 
fect consistency.’ • For my pan, I always 
thought that the war was unavoidable; but, 
that the alleged grounds of it were the 
very worst tint could have been selected. 
The rupture began on our parr, and wc 
made the first movement, upon a pretext 
which is now notoriously false. The war 
is grou:;uid upon no gseat, no geVierous 
principle; bur, in the eyes ot the world, is, 
and ever will be regarded, as proceeding 
from the stilish and base desire of retaining 
au island, which we had, by solemn treaty, 
contracted to give up; and, when the mi¬ 
nisters are called to an account tor the deeds 
of their ministry, which, if this nation is to 
remain free, they must he, at no very distant 
time, the haviqg embarked us in a war with 
the opinion ol every honest and honourable 
foreigner against us/nviil not be regarded as 
the least of their offences. But, be this as it 
may, Mr. Windham, being convinced that 
die war was not to be avoided, never did, i n 
any occasion, “ he, it Me at declaring wai,” 
and never did urge any “ objection ti the im- 
v“ mediate gnunds," on which it was«>de¬ 
clared. The passage, which the Treasury 
writer ha* misrepresented, is to be found In 
Mr. Windham’s speech of the pth of March, 
1803, during the debate that took place upou 
the King’s message. The moment t^js rup¬ 
ture was announced the newspapt rs began 
to anticipate great exultation, 011 the part of 
Mr. Windham, and of all those who had 
opposed the,pcac£; but that gentleman, and 
those uf hi$ party who spoke upon the oc¬ 
casion,'took care to warn the’House against 
founding any such expectation upon the 
opposition which they had made to the 
peace. 44 Ie has,” said Mr. Witvdham, 
.“ been asserted, that war is my first wish ; 
“ but, 1 am, at. present, in no state to say, I 
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** cmbe in no,state to say, whether war 
** would He expedient, or,not ; if it were 
“ necessagr to come tp fm opinion, no con- 
“ elusion, as to the sentiraems of those who 
“ were the most vehement opposers of the 
“ peace, could be drawn as to their Apinion 
“ now. That they should be supposed to 
“ be glad of what was now announced, that 
“ they exulted at it, and\vould catch with im~ 
“ ftatience at any prospect ci’F the renewal of 
“ war, would be a conclusion as false in 
“ reasoning as unfounded in fact. The 
“ very reverse might be the case; for, be, 
“ who was a strenuous opposcr <of the 
“ pcate, and who » 3 W abundant reason' to 
“ adhere to his opinion, might not be ready 
“ to conclude that tvar«could be made with 
“ advantage now, when we had lost so 
** much by the peace; and, therefore, tfie 
“ persons entertaining the same opinions 
“ that he did would think: this a very se- 
“ rious matter.” Mr, Windham had, p^e- 
viously to this, frequently expressed his 
opinion, that a peace like that of Amiens 
Would break the spirit of the country, and 
would, in every respect, tend to disqualify 
it for,war, when war would be rendered 
necessary. * Was there, then, any incon¬ 
sistency, was there any turning “ suddenly 
“ as the wind,” any “ shifting principles 
“ like a sail,” on the occasion above referred 
to? And, would not any men upon earth, 
the Addingtons and Hnwkesburias except¬ 
ed, have been ashamed to encourage and to 
circulate so flagrant a misreprcseniatiutt and 
for bo base a purpose? The truth is, that 
the Treasury slave never would have 
thought of applying his torturing talents 
to this speech ot Mr. ftindham. had not the 
example been given him by Mr. Sheridan, 
who seized holdsof it as one of those means 
whereby to make a display of his " true 
“ English feeling,” which admirable quality 
appears, by-thc-by, to have been quite dor¬ 
mant during the present session of parlia* 
ment. Mr. Windham, in explanation, posi¬ 
tively declared, that he had‘Expressed no 
sueh sentiments as tho*e attributed to him 
by Mr. Sheridan ; and, in a few days after¬ 
ward#, a letter to that gentleman was pub¬ 
lished, in this woik, in which the misrepre- 
sentatiop of Mr. Windham was clearly in¬ 
sisted op, and in which thg consistency of his 
misrcprescnter was proved to be of a most 
doubtful complexion f; yet, tn th$ face of 
'all this, the Near Observer, takes the ex¬ 
ploded falsehood and serves it up afresh to 
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those foul feeders, these swine in; pofitibt* 
the- supporters and partisans of llitt preiientj 

' ministry.-From the date of the King*#, 

message, announcing the prospect ot^ 
speedy rupture, to the moment the Treasury^ 
hirfeling was instructed thus to calttffiHt, 
niate Mr. Windliam, what single word* 
or actj on the part of that gentleman# 
or his‘friends, was there to warrant the, 
charge against them of “ throwing every;. 
u obstacle in the way Of officering the militia * $ 

' '‘ r '“ 1 .. .1 ■■■■. WfTK. 

*' I bis alludes to what passed in'the de¬ 
bate oh*(&e 18 th of Mwch, 1803 , in the 
House of Commons, and of 31 st of that 
month in the House of Lords, upon the 
subj-ct of the bill for admitting, into the 
militia regiments, officers from the half-pay 
of the army ;• and, the statement of the 
Near Observer, relative thereto, is a stfik- 
,ivtg instance ot the effects produced by the - 
“ candour” of sour “ well-meaning” melt.- 
Lord Folkestone was the first person who>‘ 
opposed the bill. lie said, and very trulyj' 
that tf there were not qualified person* ’ 
enough in the country tA officer so large X 
militia, it was a sufficient proofi that that, 
militia ought to be smaller, for, that to 
officer it \yith unqualified persons was to 
change its nature, was to adopt an entire, 
dt'jp-trrure from its constitutional principle. 
But, Ins lordship had a still better argument 
•against the Secretary of War [Mr. Yorlte], 
to wit, thar the bill was, as far as it went* 
in complete c<>ntradj^ion*to that famous 
code of militia I.nv, which had been passed 
by the Parliament no more rhan nine month# 
back, and « duh was framed by the Secretary 
hinhrf. ' That code, which filled tip nearly 
a hundred pages of the statute book, pro-’ 
icssed to have in view the removing of alt 
the abuses, which had crept into the militia 
system during the preceding’ war, and the 
settling of the system upon a permanent 
basis. One of these abTsses was, the admis¬ 
sion of unqualified persons to be officers in 
the militia, the very abuse which the bill 
of which we are speaking was abnut to re¬ 
vive ! ! ! And, it is for opposing : indeed, 
it ftras hardly opposing : it was merely he¬ 
sitating upon, a bill like this, thar the gen* 
fit men so hesitating are accused of “throw* 
ing obstacles ij the way of officering the 
militia!” Bur, the bisencss of this part of- 
the Treasury wri-cr's conduct .cannot be 
justly estimated, till tve ,see who were the 
persons, in the two Houses of Parliament, 
that spoke against fh • bill. If tviJl be,ob¬ 
served, that the writer imputes th? *#&*• 
stacks” to the S'ew Opposition, ar,d to Mr* 

\\ indhatn in particular, in me liodse ah • 

. ' M3, . * . 
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*\fVd'disne£ting m comtirutmal army altcge- 
*5 tbr j and of preaching up kumftiatm and 
' *< 'Ijbfymdaay f" Let those • who* recollect 
(fitd who can have Forgotten) the zeal and 
Ability, with which Mr. Windham and the 
gentlemen who acted with him justified the 
ghiirg to war; let thqse who have witness- 
' ed the perseverence, with whicli hfe has, 
ever since that day, been endeavouring to 
• strengthen the hands of the government; let 
those who have observed, that it was owing 
pdMblMto, qnd to him alone, that the army of 
reserve produced one single regular soldier. 
And that it was any thing mor$ .than a' 
spere militia ; .in short, let those who have 
beheld the indefatigable zeal, which, in 
spite of all tbe popular odium excited against 
him by his cunning and cowardly opponents, 
he has, for these three years past, employed 
Io the service of bis king and country ; let 
those persons form, if they can, an adequate I 
idea of the atrocity, which dictated this * 
cjharge of “ preaching up humiliation and dt- 
tpmdttyy." * 

f ‘ 1 ’he remaining charge against Mr. Wind- 
bmo relates to his conduct respecting the 
Ipgotiation at Lisle, " During these dis- 
" cessions” [the discussions on the peace of 
Aniens^, “ Mr. Windham,” says the Near 
Qtnerver, “ made an important confession, 

'.' that he had always disapproved of the 
".{ffieject offered £>y Lord Grenville to the 

Commons the opposers of the bill were, 
Lond ( Folkestone, h^r. Bastard, and Mr. 
Milford: in the House of J^ords, Lord 
Caernarvon, Lord Rollc, Lord Radnpi, and 
Lord Cawdor.* A majority of these noble¬ 
men and -gentlemen have constantly been 
on Ihq side of the ministry; and, during 
the Whole progress of the bill, neither Mr. 
Windb .m nor any member of the Grenville 
•family uttered a word against it. Let {he ‘j 
ptibhoajudge, then, of tbe character and 
views of tfea^e, by v&iom Mr. Windham and 
his trifinds have, on account of what passed 
fa Patmment, relative to this bill, been ac¬ 
cused of “ throwing obstacles in the wsy of 
*? officering the militia, and of discrediting 
** our constitutional army altogether.”—*— 

J Cam,or dismiss this subject without ob^ 
Staving, that on this occasion, also, tbe 
^Treasury hireling seems to have done little 
Wore' tha-tri copy the misrepresentations of 
Mr. Sheridan, who, fey way of answer to 
Lprd Folkestone, gave rent to his “ true 
)|ngtiffe feeling,” end drew forth marks of 
upmftixjfm (from tbe galleries, I mean, of 
cm which Maddm ClNDEBELLA, Ofk 
t (men bif[ frleud Caelo, would not hero 

Wft.. 
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" French Directory ? and bad si way* een- 
" sored those negotiation* in his mind, to 
“ which, as a member of the Cabinet, 1 he 
“ had outwardly lent his Dame, cited it, and 
“ responsibility, and which he had constantly 
" defended in Parliament. Neither (ltd this 
" confession appear officious, but iodispen- 
“ sable; for Mr. Windham felt tbe glaring 
" inconsistency of opposing the peace, and 
“ approving of the project. He knew that 
" the basis oY tbe treaty of Amiens, was 
" traced at Lisle; he knew that it had been 
" made moie favourable for this country, 
“ ufldeE circumstances more unfavourable; 
" he knew that his colleagues had not hoped 
" to obtain the whole of theii project; and 
" that in every negotiation something must 
" be sacrificed, and something conceded 
" rfrom the conditions of the overture. He 
,r knrw that if it were contended, that he 
“ and his colleagues would not have depart- 
“ ed from their project in a single little, it 
" followed that it had not been a project, 
" but an ultimatum; and that a cumiet had 
" been more propeily charged with it, than 
" a minister plenipotentiary. Before there- 
'' fore, he would venture to condemn Lord 
" Cornwallis's treaty, with just regard‘to bis 
" own character, he took care to disclaim 
" and disavow his part in Lotd Malmsbury’a 
" negotiation. Do I condemn the right 
" honourable gentleman for this conduct? 
“ Not certainly for leaving all the honeur 
“ of tbe negotiations at Lisle to Lord Gren- 
" villr; not certainly for protecting his own 
" reputation; ah hough, in so doing, he sfeew- 
“ ed little regard for that of bis noble col- 
" league, in the late Cabinet and present 
** Opposition, whosa'inconsistency, be was 
" cruelly holding up to derUion , but 1 con- 
<c fess, ( am at a loss to ^conceive, what 
“ greater necessity existed now foi his ceu- 
" snring the peace of Amiens, of which the 
** guilt and reproach (if there were any) did 
V not attach and were not imputed to him, 
“ than he could discover in 1797, when Iris 
u just portiomof the opprobrium of the ne- 
" gotiatiqps at Lisle, was openly fixed upon 
" his head. ,1 have heard this gentleman 
" applauded by his friends to the very «ecbo, 
“ tor his consistency and manliness of con- 
" duct. Doubtless, by the side yf Lord 
" Grenville, Mr. Windham has some ad* 
“ vantage; but positive qualidea are nei- 
“ ther dependent upon comparisons nor 
*' contrasts—nor is a man therefore a dwarf 
u because be happens to stand by a giant. 
“ As Mr. Windham is new at the bead of 
*' a'party, anduf a great political principle, 
‘f it is fitting to inquire a little into the 
H truth and warrant of a title aq*higb end sat 
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•f rare i-M.it it consistent (with what it it, 
'• consistent) to oppose a measure in the 
, *# Council, and approve it in the House of 
Commofts ? To appear for peace arid con- 
detnn it; to defend negoriationaand la- 
“ mrnt them; to think war only can save 
“ the country, and be part of "a ministry 
" eternally straining .after treaties ? Is it 
“ consistent to have been, silent at Lisle, and 
“ vociferous at Amfens—to be neutral in 
M power, and violent out of it—to conceal 
u opinions as a minister, and pron^ulge them 
“ as the head of a party?—Are these the 
“ qualities and distinctive parks of jb man 
“ of place-* a naan of time—a man of cir- 
“ cu.mtances —a man of convenience,—or 
" the masculine, firm, consistent, unaltera- 
“ bie character of Mr. Windham ?’’ Pre¬ 
vious to any remarks of mine upon this part 
of the Treasury .pamphlet, it will be right to 
lay before tin reader those of the Mine Ac¬ 
curate Observer, which, as .far as they go,' 
are perfectly just. “ Of Mr. Windham," 
says he, “ who, it is well known, objected 
“ strenuously to the treaty of Amiens, it is 
'* .said, that sirce he quitted his office, * he 
“ has made the important confession that 
“ he fiad always disapproved the project of- 
“ fered by Lord Grenville to the French 
“ Directory.’ It is then asked, ‘ is it con- 
" sisient to conceal opinions as a minister 
K and promulge them at the head of a 
“ party ?’ Certainly Mr. Wiftdham can sel- 
” dom be repmiched for concealing opinions; 
“ and 1 had always believed that.his disap- 
** proval of the attempt to treat at Lisle had 
" been very generally known, even while he 
*t was in the Cabinet: but I have no diffi- 
M calty in saying, thafcit may be justifiable 
,f to conceal opinions as a minister, which 
*' there may bg no impropriety in avowing 
" publicly when that restraint is removed, 
" which is imposed upon a member of the 
“ Administration differing from his col* 
" Ifeaguet. It cannot be $uppa*ed that th# 
^•members of the Cabinet Council are una- 
“ niraous upon every quest ion .which is there 
“ decided, and it would be unfit that each 
“ member should retire because he may dis- 
“ approve of the particular measure which 
“ is adopted. If he really thinks that by 
“ continuing a member ot the Cabinet, un- 
“ der such circumstances, lie is more likely 
" to forward his generll public purposes, 
" than by quitting it, every consideration of 
" conscience and of honour calls dpon him 
" to remain, and it ip his duty to resign his 
u opinion upon the particular question, oil 
u which he differs.”—So true is this, that, 
the present ministers have been in an almost 
CtMMhfttud Sthte of disagreement, yet node of 
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them have, on that-acceunt, thoughtpreper 
to resign thtir situations. The reader-will* 
not, 1 sure, have forgotten, that 
the Nkval Abuse Hilly, which ihc ministers 
had brought into, and passed through, tfed 
House of Commons,'was reprobated by the' 
Lord Chancellor in tlie House of Lords,, #*.»■ 
the moat consummate effort of tyranny. Yiat- 
nobody. resigned. The first Lord of tl$e., 
Admiralty still held, and still holds, his place. * 
The principle laid down by Load Hawkei- 
bury, in the debate upon Mr. Patteu’s mo¬ 
tion, was tliis: ** that those who agree3;'or ~ 
“ disag^d with ministers were always un- 
“ derstood to do so, uppn a general system. 

“ It was not to be expected, that all should 
“ approve every particular poiot. They 
“ *were to overlook tm nor differences for tho 
“ sake of giving effect to the general scheme 
“ of measures and conduct of which they 
“ approve Nothing can be fairer than 
*thi.s principle, which was well and most op¬ 
portunely laid down, and which produced an 
effect upon the House and upon the Public 
extremely unfavourable to Mr. Pitt. What 
is there, I would ask, that renders this prin¬ 
ciple inapplicable to the members of a Ca¬ 
binet ? Is their duty more, or is it less, sacredT 
than that of members of Parliament? From 
what consideration, then, is it that ,r con¬ 
cealing opinions” is laudable in the latter, 
anti criminal in the form A ? Is it said, that 
the treating with France at Lisle changed . 
the general system, upon which Mr, Wind¬ 
ham had eniered the Cabinet? If it be so 
said, I reply, that tb^hange was not com¬ 
pleted, it was*not accomplished; and, that the 
argument cannot apply, because it is impos¬ 
sible to know that Mr. Windham would not 
have left the Cabinet, if a treaty had been 
concluded upon the basis of the project, of 
which he disapproved.——When a Cabinet 
* Council meets, is it to be supposed, that all 
the members are, before a measure is adopt¬ 
ed, of the same opinionwespecting it; or, ia 
it not well known, that they discuss the sub- ’ 
ject, and finally determine, a9 in the Parlia- 
1 rnent,' by the majority of voices ? With this 
fact in view, we must, in case we adopt the 
reasoning of tbq Near Observer, conclude, 
that, after every division, the majority ought 
to retire from, the ministry; an absujdit/ 1 
too gross to be suffered for a moment.—— 
Hut, it isas&rted, and positively asserted,/ 
that, while Mr. Windham " condemned 
“ the negotiations in his mind, he cpnstant- 
“ \y defended them in Pdrliament j” and, if 
this were worthy of censure, what must we 
Kay of .those member* of '.Parliament,, who 

—-—- ;;. 1 1 "''"i — rtf 
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support owohtera generally, end measures was dbcoveredibrangh a recent ’ r imfemnt 

|»M.jcula.rly, that they disprove of? The “ confession ;*’ this fart, whereon she Ttea- 

CompBriaen, however, is not fafc; for the sury slave has founded his charge $ whence 

measure agitated in farliament, if. in the he has inferred that Mi. Windham is " a 

shape of a law, is cot yet adopted, and. there- " man of . place, a man of lime, a man of 

foip, to support it againsta man’s opinion “ circumstances, a man of convenience and’ 

QBay tend to product a bad measure} where- tl of docile conscience }” this fact turns our, 

a* to support a cabinet measure can have no at last, to be a naked pnqualififcd falsehood, 

^ such e&ect, as far, at least, as that.treasure' invented, purchased* and drculattd. for the 

% itself is ooocorned. The member of Parlia- purpose of misrepresenting and calumniating 

mint, whittsfiupports a parliamentary mea- the character of Mr. Windham, a purpose 

’■ safe, o f which he internallydisapproves, as- which, I am sorry to say, seem* not to have 

HWPf the measure has not as yet received been loo base for the mind of the More Ac- 

thf* sanction of Parliament, in doi^against curate t Observer, who, with the smooth 

hjs opinion, that which it is in bis power to tongue of a panegyrist, has taken care to 

ftlttst in preventing*being done j but, a ca- with hold from the person panegyrized all 

binef minister, by defending, in Parliament, those public virtues,^whicb lie possesses in so 

Sfllfteastire which be opposed in the cabinet, eminent a degree, and of which, upon such 

otdy endeavours to make the best of an evil, atvoccasion, it was peculiarly piopei to dwr 11, 

the existence, of which it was not in his -“ I should,” says lie, “ have thought, 

jywyer to prevent.. Every man, when he en- “ that even those who objected most to the 
tors the. cabinet, vHien he becomes one of* “ opinions of Mr. Windham, would have 
htia Majesty’s ministers, knows, that Iris oflice “ seenln him much to admire. l(i.s courage 

is .not merely to devise and execute mea- “ and bis manliness } his acquirements as a 

’ sums, but, as far as he is able, to support “ scholar y his manners as a gentleman -, the 

at)# defend them ia Parliament. This is tfee s “ acuteness and ingenuity of his mind, and 

Mage of the country } it is an implied con- “ the general disinhrestvaness of his conduct, 

dition upon which he accepts of his appoint- “ —A “ Near Observer 1 might easily have 

Stent. When, therefore, a measure has been “ discovered that ao aversion to every thing 

jUjppted by the majority of the cabinet, it has, “ that is mean is a striking feature of his 

t astoall its binding qualities, been adopted “ character.——Much as 1 admire the cha- 

' by the whole cabinet, every member of “ meter of Mr. Windham, I shall never, 

.which, if he be able, and if there be a ne-, “ point to prudence and dtsaerion as his most 
comity for it, is bound to speak in its defence, “ prominent virtues. Inferior men who 

a# W^l M to endeavour locftrry it info exe- “ possess piore of these qualities, will oflcu 

cation, Not only. tMfh, would Mr, Wind- | “ have great advantages over him. Upon 

'ham have been fully justified in*publicly de- “ all important political questions, be forms 
feuding the negotiation of Lisle, while, in “ his own judgment without any ref a met to 

his mi.ii-j, he condemned itbut, had such “ tlat* of others; and/* when he most dis- 

eefen.ee, from the absence of other ministers, “ agrees in the sentiments of the public, his 
or fram whatever cause, become necessary, . “ chivalrous nature stems to ijnpoi e it as an 
it would have been his bounden duty to have “ obligation upon him the more to press 

made it to the Utmost of his ability. All 1 “ and urge his own opposite. opinions, 

this* however.,, is arguing for argument saJ?ej --—— - - - — 

■ fot, tiie tact js. thatjtas there never was any . stated f.dse'y, and by no one but the Near 
nMeasilyfor Mr. Windham's defending the Ohserver. This t'tAijr Answ.ejtsa has 
nggpUglpiit of Lisle, so, notwithstanding the also fiVslatempnts: he states, lor instance, 
positive assertion, that “he const arity de- fhat Lord Temple,,fearing l« offend his 
tf - fended themiii Parliament,’’ he never.d'ui, constituents, gave,, at first, “bis assent to 
'Tram first, to last, utter, one single word-in, “ the preliminaries of peace,’’ than t*hich 
tbfclr defence * 1 So that, this fact, which, a more barefaced falsehood never lound-its 

’ - ' Vj * 1 ' ' -■ .' -———■ . w,ay into print. The author of this ‘♦Plain' 

This falsehood respecting Mr. Wind- “ ^iiswer’’is a .perfectly “ wejNroeaning” 
ham's having defended the negotiations of. manj full, of all soils of cant, overcharged 
' Li*le is.repeatetnn another Treasury para wiih professions of candour 1 , and,-as is usual 
pldet, ppfitled, A,Titan Rt/dy, &c.” with his Vet, he concludes with “a dis- 
vubenBv.ifl referfing. to Mr. Windham’s con “ tinct dverraent, that there in not ft‘Single 

dudl*;t|»e writer says: “ It is stated, that he , “ fact adduced by him which is not founded- 

“ st<H4'Ujrin d.ej’enve.ofi.he measure”-fthe , “ in tbe strictest xrvthf* thus binding up hi* 
negoiiaiion3 “ in Parliament.’’ Yes; “ it faggot of. felsehoods with a withe of tb$f 

« Is •48^1" thahisfrue.ffleugh* bftt it is same sort, „ , ,* 

' r. ♦ 
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“ Those opinions also he appears to-me 
“ often to push to extremes. I know not 
“ whether the conduct of Mr. Windham he 
“ calculated to render him gencrallypopular, 
“ but l know, that no man deserves more 
“ credit than himself for an honest and emscien- 
“ thus discharge of public duty."—Yes, a 
■yery worthy creature: a mighty good sort of a 
man: as “ well-meaning'’ a man as need to 
'be: and, as for honesty ! as honest and con- - 
scientious a« the tin-man minister himself I 
Never, during the whole time that he was 
in office, either robbed the army of its pay, 
pr went to bed till he had^done bis day’s 
work !——This U a most excellent charac- 
ter for a .footman, and, .peihaps, it might 
suffice for a butler. But, Mr. Windham 
has other and higher qualities: lie has 
“ courage and manlinesshe has great 
*' acquirements as a scholar;’’ he has 
" acuteness and- ingenuity ,p£ mind,” and, 
“ generally speaking, he is d hint crated.” 
These are all very good in their wayfebut, 
though they are always .desirable in a gen¬ 
tleman, they are not the qualities which one 
would .select as objects of- praise, when one 
was engaged in defending the character of a 
legislator and a statesman : on such an oc¬ 
casion one would dwell upon his wisdom and 
public virtue generally; and particularly up¬ 
on his penetration, his foresight, his persever- 
ettce, his prudence and discretion. So far, 
however, from pointing out these qualities 
in the gentleman, who is the subject of his 
pretended defence, the More Accurate Ob¬ 
serve.! has thought proper to insinuate, that 
he has very little prudence or' diseietion, 
adding, that, “ upon all important political 
“ questions, he. forms*his own judgment 
“ without any reference to that of others, and, 
" when he mo^j disagrees .with the senti- 
“ mc-nts of the public, his chivalrous nature 
“ seems to impose it as an obligation upou 
“ him iRe more to press and urge his own 
° opposite opinions, which he appears often# 
“ to push to extremes." That is 10 say; right 
or wrong, he follows his own wpjl, becoming 
obstinate merely in proportion to the resist¬ 
ance he meets with, and ending, at last, in 
wildmtas and .extravagance: in short, jj. per¬ 
fect Don Quixote in politics. The conclu¬ 
sion ifl,«tbat, though a very worthy private 
gentleman, and* though he might not- do 
much harm in the PariiaiiTmt House, he is 
totally riqfu to he admitted into, tie Cabinet. 
That is the point aimed at: thither tends 
every word of this double-faced defender : 
here is the objeot never lost sight of by the 
partisans of Mr.. Pitt. The readers of the 
Register will recollect, that, in' the month of 
August, l tsfjf, the True Baton contained a 


panegyric upon Mr. ’ Win«lh«q, bfr tavdk 1 
like that which is above quoted, that Ijtetrts# . 
can be littfe doubt of its having proceed**! ; 
from the same pen, especially when we 1 
into view the connexion between the- pfe* 
prietor df th^t print and the late Secretaries 
of the Treasury. On that occasion also, h* ; 
was complimented for his virtues in priwat* 
iffe, but, bis defender candidly acknowledge 
ed, Unit he was not ,f a safe politician," be¬ 
cause he _ was apt to "push his opinions t» 
extremes," the very words that the More 
Accurate Observer now makes use of; -and* 

I* am fq]ijv persuaded, that Mr. Long wa§ 
the author of the article^ to which 1 have 
here referred.* Nor has Mr. Pitt himself 
at all times been able to refrain from throw# 
ingi out hints of the same nature and ten¬ 
dency. I shall not easily forget the glee 
with which he broadly hinted at the wild¬ 
ness of Mr. Windham's proposition relative 
fo the reduction of the militia, + a proposi¬ 
tion. which, at the end of only eight months/ 
he himself adopts, adopts in the true sense 
of (he word, for he fathers, and actuary 
brings it before the Parliament as his ownj 
On thin occasion lie took precisely the 
course pursued by his friend the More Ac¬ 
curate Observer : “ I know,” said be, “ the 
“ warmth and noble ardour of my right bo«* # 
“ nourable friend ; I know that no one 
“ burns more than he dods with cnibnsiastit , 
“ zeal and disinterested patriotism; l know, 

“ that there is no sacrifice either in fortuni 
“ or in person that he is not perfectly ready 
“ to make for the setfTce of his country j’’ 
to which he*nright have added, “ but, I 
“ well know, that these are qualifies, which, 

“ unaccompanied with others, so far from 
“ recommending my right honourable friend 
“ as a statesman, will ditcctly tend to mpke- 
“ peupio distrust his 'judgment, and, of 
course, to keep alncf from his opinion# 

“ and his advice.” This he might^have 
added, for, most asstvedly, this was what ho 

meant.*-Without, however, laying much 

stress npoij tire conduct and language of 
Mr. I’itr himself, with regard to Mr, Wind- . 
ham, it will not, 1 am sure, bt thought un- . 
tails if, in order to remove the .misreprrscu-', 
laiions'of the More Accurate Observer j If, 
in defence of the character of a gen tit man, 
to whom he has denied every quality of a- 
statesman, I lomctimes refer, by way tif 
illustration, to the conduct of the person, 
whom he has represented^, not only as* the 
first of men, bui, as “ the on^ man capable’ 


* * See r, Vo!. TT.p. %J6. 

f iqieceh <•> June ij, T833. See Register, Vof? 
ft!, p. rb’37, 
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*f saving this country." And here it would, 
if we had (itte, be, byno means, imperti¬ 
nent to ask, how this country, Ifter having 
been to long under the guidance of this first 
of meo, came to 'v/mt saving f Leaving 
tins hint to be improved onby persons of more 
leisure and of mindsbetter adapted to the un.- 
ravelling of knotty points, I proceed to in¬ 
quire of Mr. Long, where he can sjiow me 
an instance of a want of prudence or discre¬ 
tion in the conduct of the gentleman, whom 
he ha s, as far as his ability would go, robbed 
©f those qualities ? To human beings it is 
not given to talk and act, and neyet, to erl. 
| set up no such preposterous claim in be¬ 
half of Mr. Windham: still less, am I dis¬ 
posed to assert, that he is not chargeable 
With imprudence or indiscretion, according 
to the sense in which ilio^s words are but 
too often accepted. In a country, as was 
©nee before observed, where, for twenty 
years past, such infinite pains have been* 
takenfunimemionally, wi.hout doubt), by 
those to Whose hands the public affairs have 
been committed, to eradicate every sentiment 
of- national honour j where the love of mi¬ 
litary glory is stifled by low and selfish 
propensities ; where the people look to the 
Bank in place of .the arsenals for protection ; 
In such a country caution will ever be the 
first, and courage the last, quality, that will 
be generally deslVed in a statesman. • A 
want of discretion will be regarded as much 
worse than a want of zeal, ability, or even 
integrity. Discretion is, I allow, a most es¬ 
sential quality; feut.'Jt'is real discretion, and 
not that spurious sort of it, which is much 
more-worthy of the name of indecision or 
pusillanimity, and with the effects of which 
'We are now so severely and so justly scourg¬ 
ed.——As a proof of Mr. Windham’s want 
of prudence and discretion, his being <* un¬ 
popular"' has been first assumed and then r 
prodqped; but, allowing, for argument's 
' sake, that he is as Unpopular as Mr. Long 
and the “ right honourable relation" would 
havefen, what does that prove Why, not 
that he wants prudence and discretion, but 
.that be does not possess that serf, which 
creates popularity; for, if we make popula¬ 
rity the criterion of prudence and discretion, 
Mr. Sheridan has long been the most pru¬ 
dent and discreet man in England, with the 
single'exception of the prudeflt and discreet 
Thomas Peine. But, as to popularity, there 
fire different sorts of that too 5 the lowest, 
thtot which baa been obtained in such, abun¬ 
dance by Messrs. Sheridan and Paine, is 
drawn from the ignorance and factiousness 
«f. the country; toe next worst kind. is ex* 
fasted Irooi selfishness and cowardice, and 


this falls to the share of’th& Addingtons arid 
Mr. Pitt; while to. Mr. Windham and per¬ 
sons like him there belongs only that 
applause which is bestowed by real. loy¬ 
alty and patriotism, under the conlrout 
of good sense. That, in the present 
state of public feeling, the sort of po¬ 
pularity possessed by Mr Pitt is the best 
calculated to serve himself j I am quite ready 
to grant; b’ut, that it is .also the best cal¬ 
culated to serve the country, must, *! think, 
be very much doubted by all those, who 
look upon (hat country as standing in need 
of being " saved** If I am asked, what a 
minister would be able to effect without ex¬ 
tensive popularity; J cannot positively an¬ 
swer; but, in my ^urti, I ask : rvhat has Mr. 
Pitt effected; in an administration of twenty 
yfcars, having, during the far greater part 
of the time, a power over thecoumry as 
absolute as that of the potter over the clay? 
Has fajL.&ucceeded in providing for the se- 
curitjlwhd in enhancing the glory of his 
country; or, has he merely advanced his 
own consequence and power? Besides, tne 
question is not, what a statesman of high, 
principles and little popularity would be 
able to effect; because, l contend, tfiat the 
statesman of high principles would have 
great popularity, were there no statesmen 
of low principles, were there none such to 
under-bid him with the. people.—In some 
things, as I said before, there is no denying* 
that Mr. Windham tnay be deficient itt 
point of prudence and discretion. I am, 
for instance, ready most freely to allow, that 
Mr. Windham had not the prudence to 
abandon a gentleman, who had rendered 
essential services to the government; and to 
vote for his being vexed with a groundless 
prosecution, merely hecausp a contrary line 
of'conduct would have prevented the loss of 
some trifling portion of popularity'. Mr. 
Windham, when he retired from office, had 
mot, I allow, the discretion to make an dffer 
of remaining, without his colleagues, andqo 
form part of <a ministry, who came in upon 
a principle which he professed to hold in 
abhorrence, Had Mr. Windham advised 
the ministers to make peace; had he-de¬ 
fended and extolled that peace when made, 
he certainly would not have been discreet 
enough to withdraw his councils and to 
stand aloof from those ministers, the mo- 
, ment the evils of the peace became appa¬ 
rent; abd, finally, when the short-lived pa¬ 
cification whs turned into a war, exciting dis¬ 
content and provoking a vote’of censure, 
Mr. Windham' assuredly wqyld not have 
had toe prudence to move the previous 
question, thereby avoiding the’feprwto, of 
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opposing the government, at (be same time 
(hat be left (hem .exposed to public scorn, 
and that, (»>o, principally for being unable 
to extricate themselves from difficulties, into 
which he himself had assisted to lead them. 
Mr. Windham, 5* disapproving of the prin- 
“"cipal measures of Mr. Addington,'* never 
would have had the prudence, not only to 
conceal his disapprobation from September 
to June, but also to consent, in the mean 
time, to. enter the cabinet with that-same 
Mr.. Addington j and, it he had so com¬ 
pletely subdued hjs feelings and disguised 
liis opinions for so long a time. I am sure he 
would not Ijave suffered them to break 
forth just after the failure of a negotiation 
for his return to place. Mr. Windham, 
whenever, unfortunately ftr his country, his 
health shall not, tor a long period, permit* 
him to attend his duty jn Parliament, will 
not, I sfm afraid, through the Qieaos cither of 
prudence or discretion, be able, all at onco, 
totakeup-m him the arduous dutie#pf a 
cabinet-minister, including those of a mem¬ 
ber of Parliament. Yes, I aljow, that Mr. 
Windham, thinking it right to move for an 
inquir^ relative to tip; n.-urrection in Dub¬ 
lin, woiTid not have had the prudence toad- 
vise his partisans to vote for the motion, 
while he himself shrunk from the discus¬ 
sion. Ail this, und more too, 1 am ready to 
allow ; but, while I thus unequh, ocaliy and 
uprescrveiily acknowledge, that, in Uie«e 
respects, Mr. Windham would have dis¬ 
covered a want of prudence and discretion, 
it will, 1 hope, be permitted mo to state 
certain other cases, in which he has, or 
would have had, a sufficiency of prudence 
and discretion. He was too prudent to be 
an advocate for parliamentary reform at ail, 
and, if he ha^ ^een, I am persuaded he 
never- would have broached principles and 
opinions that would afterwards have been 
pleaded %s an example to, and in justifica¬ 
tion *of, persons accused of high treason,* 
peKons brought to trial, loo, under his own 
administration. Mr. Windham would not 
have had the imprudence to name Mr. Ad¬ 
dington am) his colleagues for ministers, 
still less likely is he to have had the indis¬ 
cretion to eulogize theqi severally and 
jointly to the Parliament; but, had he done 
so, certain I am, that he never would, at a 
subsequent epoch, have pretended to en¬ 
tertain doubts of their fitness, to. act in a ca¬ 
binet with himself Mr; Windham did not 
defend either the preliminaries of London 
dar the treaty of Amiens, and, of course, he 
was dot so short-sighted and indiscreet as 
to expatiate with high-sounding praise on 
proyijSiob relative iojdaho) as being 


wisely calculated to conciliate, alt parties, 
aud M to prove to Europe a lusting bond jf 
“ dbr did he consign himself to 

eveilasting ridicule, by extolling the “ es- 
“ lablbbmenl of the intant republic of the• 
“ Seven Islands, as an acquisition of an im- 
“ portance to this country, not inferior to. 
** the fiotsessim of Maltq itself. ” Mr. Wind¬ 
ham, had,he been minister of finance, would, 
have been too prudent to obtain from the 
legislature an act to release the Bank from 
the penalties ati ending its advancing money 
to the government without the sanction'of 
’Parliament. In such a measure Mr. Wind-. 
ham would have seen the distant cause of 
paper depreciation, of the destruction of 
public credit, and of ministerial indepen¬ 
dence of both the Parliament and the 
Crown. Well ^wowing, that the existence 
of the Style is inseparable from that of the 
Church, Mr. Windham would never have 
procured a law to alienate, in part, the 
prAperty of the latter, thereby undermining 
one of the principal pillars of that consti¬ 
tution, to preserve which we are now called 
on to spend our last shilling, and to shed 
our last drop of blood. Mr. Windham is, 
by Mr. Pitt, said to be warm, sanguine, 
and enthusiastic in his pursuits; but, J wilt 
venture to say, that he would have been too 
cautious and prudent to have boasted pre¬ 
maturely of the wondrifus oliects of a 
“ solid system of finance,” and afterwards 
have converted that system into an instru¬ 
ment of destruction to a fund, on the alle¬ 
viating operations of wffichlie had pledged 
his own fame %nd the faith of the country. 
Mr. Windham, convinced of the truth of 
the maxim, that “ honesty is the best po* 

“ policy,” would have been loo prudent to 
call upon Parliament to impose what is 
called a restriction upon the Bank, but 
which is, in reality, a protection to the 
Banh in with-holding payment of jts pro¬ 
missory notes; and, if, i« a moment of ac¬ 
cumulated difficulty, he bad been prevailed 
upon to adopt so unwise and so fatal a mea¬ 
sure, which he hadafterwards handed down 
to a feeble creature that he himself had 
chosen for his successor, will any man be¬ 
lieve, that, at a moment when mat feeble 
creature was sinking under the growing.^ 
burden so placed upon his shoulders, and 
when membdb from every part of the 
House were ringing in his ears the depre¬ 
ciation of his paper and the diminution 
of their fortunes; w ill an/ man who knows 
Mr. Windham, believe, that, at such a mo 
agent and under such circumstances, he 
would have sat a silent, and, apparently an 
indijfemt, oOt to say a gtaij/Std, spectator of 
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ffie scene f Ttt conclude j the More Accu¬ 
rate Observer has spoken of the <* chivnhout 
** natiire” of Mr. Windham j and, if by 
Chivalrous be meapSjSgeuerontf, faithful, and 
Brave, the epithet' Ss assuredly the most fit 
ffiat could possibly hive been chosen; ffiut, 
SPhe wishes to convey an idea of that empty 
vanity, that braggart enthusiasm, Which is 
inspired by Cockney wine and hyperbolical 
praise from the Ups of hired singers, then I 
e*Hur >on'him to point out'the time when 
Mr. Windham could so far forget his rank 
aih,(This character. 

• I should now enter on my Iasi proposed 
point; to wit ; tl/e ParUamentary conduct <f 
MQr. Pitt; but want of room obliges me to 
dfeter it till my next, for which, indeed, I 
Pm not sorry, as the delay will afford me'an 
Opportunity of introducing §r>me remarks on 
ffie Plain Reply, and on the pamphlet of 
Mk-Ward, 


TO THE EDITOR 

SfR,—f am aware of your respect for the 
good intentions of our present rulers, although 
you may occasionally dissent from their ge¬ 
neral line of policy. To confirm you in 
fiiese sentiments of approval of open and 
Air dealing, I beg leave to state a plain sim¬ 
ple matter of fact, (but partially known) 
fcpon which very tittle comment will he tie-, 
etsssary. You will, I think, agree with me, 
4bat the policy of these cautious, well-mean¬ 
ing gentlemen isc, at least, as apparent in this 

transaction as thei^ good intentions.- 

Pending the extra-official negotiation for 
peace between' the French Commissary for 
the exchange of prisoners and our Secretary 
ctf State for Foreign Affairs, government re¬ 
ceived private intelligence of the successful 
•feme of the Egyptian campaign. This you 
would naturally be led to suppose was con-‘ 
aitiend as a most fortunate and opportune 
dfceutrence,-that vrturid enable ministers to 
eftttend their pretensions and to combat for 
ietter^prms. But no, Sir, this might have 
bften very beneficial to the public interest; 
hut it would have been a stumbling-block 
to our cautious,, disinterested, and well- 
meaning ministers. Had the country been 
* acquainted with the intelligence, a otamour 
more general even than that which did arise, 
Would have been excited by'bur too great 
concessions. Lord Hawkesbufy would have 
been compelled’ to fiance attendance upon 
Mr. Otto ; some months longer, or the. citi- 
*en wonjjp have broken off ail communica¬ 
tion With them j and have shut his office*, 
door is the face of the cringing bevy, had 
they \ *esamcd to increase in that demand*. 


or name atiy terms wffidh he hitnieWF or his 
imperial master did not ( dictate. What 
then was their policy to put the intelligence 
into' the fire,.'and keep their own counsel 
whilst they subscribed' to the ignominious 
concessions of the preliminary treaty, ren¬ 
dered tenfold more ignominious afterwards', 
by their sanction of ^departure from many , 
of its best and most defensible points ? No t 
this* would have been something like a bold 
measure, and therefore, not in harmony with 
their creed. Too tender-hearted to agitate 
the public mind unnecessarily, and too' 
anxious for peace on any terms to risk of¬ 
fending the august plenipotentiary they con¬ 
verted that into a bribe for a national dis¬ 
grace, of which they might have availed 
themselves to secure a naiional advautage. 
They liberally and candidly imparted the ' 
information to Mr. Citizen Otto, and urged 
the probability of the public disapproval of 
fte terms should their prnmulga ijon be de¬ 
layed till after the arrival of the Egyptian 
news, as a plea for accelerating the signa¬ 
ture of the preliminary treaty. That this is 
fact, literal and nnvarnAhed, I do not 
wish to rest upon anonymous assertion. Let 
the question of its authenticity be put to 
Mr. St. John, brother-in-law to Mr. Otto. 
He cannot, will' not deny it. He will ac¬ 
knowledge, that lie is not only acquainted 
with the fact, but tit at he was privy to' this 
most unnatural transaction at the period of 

its occurrence,-1 am. Sir, yours, 

March 2, 1 SO 1. Le Voicr. 


TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD KEPESDALE. 

1V{y i.oRD,~I,caflnot refrain from com¬ 
municating to your lordship a few observa¬ 
tions on your correspondence with the Earl 
of Fingall and the Ilev. Dr. Coppinger. 
Your lordship, in making mention of the 
late Dr. Hussey, to Lord Fingall, could not 
■sat the time have recollected, that one off the 
first precepts of Christianity is not to spe^k 
ill of the dead. In your answer to the ltev. 
Dr, Coppinger, you appear, mjr Lord, to 
be so firmly resolved to continue in error, 
that you even seem to consider the II<w. Mr. 
O'Neil’s justification of himself as a most 
unpardonable crime. Indeed, yotfr lord- 
ship shews" such a peevishness and frctful- 
, ness of temper, both to Lord I’m gal and 
Dr. Coppinger, whenever they presume to 
disagrefi with you, that I deem it a hopeless 
task to attempt to set your lord-hip right. T 
cannot, my Lord, give you a stronger proof 
of the sincere bnd steady loyalty of th*e 1U>- 
i mat) Catholics of Ireland, than that it has 
■ remained u^iimimshed or immakeat hot- 
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yt thstandjng.jvMHf lordship's theological cor- rate this assertion, I will r&aie ,#B *i?oed«te 

respondsncc.—Your lordship's appointment which I know to he a fact. Sopp after^ 

toyourprpsent exalted station, waa, in my breaking ott of the present war,’the Bishop* 

•opinion, as great a misfortune to yourself as (a French Bishop) wl)p then superintended 

to this unhappy country.—As Solicitor or the spiritual concerns of the French hi this, 

Attprney-General, or even as Speaker of the kingdom, requested permission of govern*' 

House of Commons, you might, my lord, ment to send down a French pi lest to the 

have passed with some degree of approba- assistance, of about 2.000 French prisoners 

tion. Had you occupied .either of the above who were confined Stapleton near Bsis- 
tsituations, till the day of your death, you tol. He was answered categoricaUy in the 

might .possibly, have been regretted as a negative '} and upon demanding an espla-*- 

most worthy, though not as a brilliant, nation, he was informed, that these men 

man. But, my Lord, 1 regard it as a real could not be allowed any spiritual assistance 

misfortune to your lordship, that,it should but /torn j clergyman of the established cbu.rcb* 

have pleased our most Gracio'us Sovereign to Such a spirit, Mr. Cobbett, reminds one of 

place you at the .head of the Chancery of the apostolical labours ofUortels and Pizarrq, 

Iteland. I shall conclude, my Lord, with a which inspired ih** Indians with such a ho re¬ 
verse of Voltaire's, in his flenriad, in speak- ror of the Christian religion, that some of 

iing of Henry the Thirl, he says, , liiern declared they would not run the (risk 

“ Tel lirille au second rang qui s’eclipsc au premier, 8°ibg to 3 "lie.tvni where they might 
r ‘ 11. devin t lSche Roi d'mtrepide ^uerrier.” chancsf to meet with Spaniards.. But, tp 

1 ai p, my I.ord, your lordship's most proceed in my narrative ; an English Clathor 

obedient bumble servant, h( - clergyman resident in Bristol, who >ia 

Well known and respected there, conceiving 
tins prohibition to arise from a distrust go¬ 
vernment might cut art nil) of the French 
priests, very charitably .offered his .ser¬ 
vices to attend these pri.soni.rs, and, .-indeed. 


Am Jkish Homan Catfioiic. 
Diagbcda, Alb Manb, i 80 -l. 

• TO THE F.01 TOC. I 


•Sir,—T he perusal of Lord ReJesdalc's very u-gently solicit id g.iverrimeut to l his 

answer to Dr. Coppmger in your I'otiiical effect, but all to it j pm pose, The French 

Register, instantly brought to my rm,iiet> Bishop then teturned to the charge, and 

Cion the fable of the well and the lamb ; lor attar repeated solkit;rion:>«lus at tengih olv- 

his lordship must have been strangely at a taint d leave to send down a French priest 

loss how to pick a quarrel witii .the good ; there at his own expense,, but on condition, 
■bishop, when he determined to bicuk w ill it is said, 1 hope, incorrectly, that he should 

him for calling the Rev. Mr. O'Nth's narra- not abend the prison,-Hboi buly tilt: hospital, 

tive “ au humble remonstrance," whoiea- and with thi# express injunction, that h« 

this is only the name by winch this much should not be adimtu-J to see a sick pilsoner 

injured man has though* proper to endue it till he was become sjn'cchless ! J ! Now .it 

Iiimsdf. It is just as if, Mr. Cobbett * his is well known, that the chief consolation of 

lordship were to quarrel with meter tailing i the Catholic on his diath bed, ulodisbur- 
your valuable publication ** the Political then his conscience to a priest of his com- 

Register," because he would contend, per- •tnuaion, who, if lie belitfves him ,to be 
haps, tBat it.contained sentiments cotmary truly penitent, absolves him'in the name pf 
.to %ound policy and good government^ his (Jod nearly iu the same form of Avoids 
Tfowever, 1 will venture to assert, in behalf which is put down in the Book of Con?* 
of bis lordship, that his form*!;exertions in moji Prayer. The absurdity therefore of 

.favour oftfSnglish Cathqlirs prove, that he smh an injunction, would force a smile, 

Ras uot always possessed hi* present intole- wcre. it not instantly checked by tbebnparal- 

rant may of thinking, and the illiberil pi,io- leli/ed barbarity of the proceeding. We 

ciplrs he now professes. That the same read, indeed, in history, sometimes .with 

<spiiit of intolerance pervades every part of horror, of per.ons being denied all the 

the .present adminisiratioo, I could pro- cnmfoit* of religion at their lau hour.; 

duce too many melancholy proofs. I have but for tin; 4aunour of humanity, such m- 

lately heard from unque-tiovable authori- stances are rare. I am well persuaded, 

ty, that in some cases, which il is mot, in Mr, Cobbett, that the tenets ot the Roman 

this place, and upon this occasion, neces- Catholic religion inculejiLe nothing but 

aary minutely t<> particularise, Catholics lojnlly ami obedience to tire law-.; but I 

Rave • been forbidden to have any inter- Jmovv also th u Catiiqhcs jire then,'“and that 

Cpusewith a priest of their . comuMJiiiott, it ji not in Unman watery that ^liey should 

in his dying moment', and to cor robe- be in .love v.tb a govxyumuu:, wR» # p»'b- 
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Rely profess such principle* "of intolerance 
*Hd oppression a< give them no hopes of 

fitvour or redress.-1 am, Sir, your 

obedient servant, • 

A FarSjim to' Tolerajion. 
March, 61b, 1804. * 

SUMMARY 0^ POLITICS. 

* • 

Conspiracy at Paris.— The Whole of 
the official documents, relating to this trans¬ 
action, having been inserted in another part 
Of the Register, it is not necessary to enter* 
here into any other remarks upon it than 
aujrh ?is naturally arise from the desire, which 
every honourable Englishman must fed, to 
see his country and its government stand 
clearly acquitted of the charge of having, 
cither directly or indirectly, stimulated any 
persons whatever to commit an 'act so atro 
Cious as that of assassination. Pichtgru is 
expressly stated to have been one of the cofit 
spirators, and to have been at Paris on the 
15th of February. Now, here is a positive 
fact, which may, if false, and which, it is to 
be hoped, will, meet with a positive con fra'- 
diction, supported by incontrovertible proof. 
It is understood, both in England and upon 
the Continent, that Picbegrii has, for some 
time past, received a regular salary from cur 
government; and, though it is by no means 
impossible, that he might, notwithstanding 
that circumstance, go to France without the 
knowledge of the government, yet, seeing 
that the character of the nation ia, implicated , 
* If it can be promfthat he was in England, 
at the time above-mentioned, such - proof 
ought to be procured and published, without 
delay. If this proof cannot be had, it would 
by no means follow, that our government 
hatched and encouraged the conspiracy, but 
every one would deeply regret the want of 
auch means of justification.—With regard td 
the |ight which a French royalist, who 0 has 
never broken his aMegiance, has to dethrone 
the Consul, by any means in his power, 
.BOfifh doubts.mey be entertained ; but, as the 
tight, if it exist at all, must partake more 
of the nature of a duty than of a privilege, 
and can have no other basis than that of*the 
: prim obligation of allegiance, it never can 
be conscientiously exercised by any one, who 
has heretofore broken the bonds of that al¬ 
legiance; and, therefore, if this doctrine be 
sound, theTullingof Buonaparte by Piehegru 
ot Moreau must be regarded as 'murder.— 
A*to us, or our govestoment, God,forbid, 
that we, to all oar other disgrace, should 
add that of having, in anywise, aided in tfcte 
perpetration of soeh a deed. We have a 
right, to kill tftf'French, and the Consul, of 


course, in war, if weeanriwe hiwb I ri|hf 
to engage Frenchmen ip onr cause, add to 
employ them in descents upon the' coast, or 
as spies, in the camps, the garrfaon.s, or any 
part of the territories of the enemy: we 
have a right cv u,’ by the means of money 
or otherwise, to excite insurrections and civil 
war in their country, particularly if oar 
object be to produce, by these means, a re-, 
Storation of the rightful heir to the thfone : 
'after, howeVef, baring made peace with the 
Consul, and thereby solemnly, though ta- 
’ci'ily, acknowledged the legitimacy of, hts 
authority, the,motive of restoration adds, 
perhaps, little or nothing to our belligerent 
rights, in this respect At any fate, here 
our rights etid. {fir have no right to com¬ 
mit, or to abet, any. act 6f violence upon 
the Consul anymore than we formerly should 
have had to commit, or abet, such an act 
upon a king of Fran'ce; and, therefore, as 
we are,- in the French official paper; and in 
official documents emanating from the go¬ 
vernment i as We are thus, in the face of 
the world, distinctly charged With this mo$t 
base and perfidious deed, let us hope, that 
his Majesty's minister? possess bpth the 
means and the inclination to make out our 
justification ; for, we may be assufed, that 
our silence will not be’ construed aa oil? 
contempt of the charge, but, as a proof of 
our guilt. It has been stated in some of 
the London newspapers, that Pichegru waS 
seen here on the very day that the French 
official documents declare him to have been 
at Paris. If this be trbe, the proof is easy; 
and, not a moment ought to be lost in pio- 
docing it. Perhaps some other fact may 
present itself: the tninisters ought best to 
know what to do, but every one must allow, 
that they ought to do something. 

Irish Exchange. —On the 2d instant; 
upon the motion of Mr. Foster, a committee 
of the House of Commons, which is now 
• sitting, was appointed to examine into the 
causes of the high rate of exchange between 
England and* Ireland, and of the deprecia¬ 
tion of the bank paper of the latter country.. 
During the debate upon this motion, some 
veiy curious facts transpired. Mr. Poasonby 
said, that it was almost impossible for any 
gentleman in that House to judge the in¬ 
convenience and distress, in fact, which were 
fe\t in that country in coosequence of the 
scarcity of specie, without be had been there 
to behold it, From his own knowledge he 
coaid state, that in many places there walr 
not any thing in circalstipabut exceedingly 
bad adulterated copper; a base metal m 
shillings, or notes for (Id. Is. or; what' tnh 
reckoned a large amount, as bifcb’as St/tiA 
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The iocoayenSeoce to the lower classes #a* 
cotwfcqaently miich greater th<m to the tftqre 
opulent; for a pour mran frequently,owing per¬ 
haps to hi* fiot being so well provided with fhe 
means of preserving his notes, lost or destroyed 
them; the banker was glad of tins circum¬ 
stance,ashe paid only for notes, that were pro¬ 
duced to him. - He added, that be himself 
had paid, last week, 2 s., 4 d. premium upon 
• the guinea in Dublin. Mr, Corry, the Chan-' 
cellor of .the Irish Exchequer, said, that the 
•• best informed ntn were of opinion that the 
“ remedy was beyond the power of Parlia- 
“ ment.” I can hardly flatter myself that 
Mr; Corry meant to pay me a compliment, 
but I certainly did give this very opinion in 
the Register of the 18th ^ltimo, p. 24t>. By 
a figure of speech somewhat too bold, per¬ 
haps, Parliament is represented as omnipor 
tent; but, if it should succeed, in raising the 
Irish bank paper to a level wjih gold, 1 shall 
have no hesitation to apply the.epithet in a 

literal sense.-Lord Crisllereagh said, “ he 

“ was glad the mot km had been made, but 
“ did not see what good it could produce." 
The cause of his joy was not stated. The 
disparity between gold and paper, he said, 
was rd&dily allowed; *' but, the difficulty 
“ was to preserve the gold in circulation, 

'/ where every person was so eager to hoard 
“ it." If the reader should stare, and look 
about, with some degree of impatience, for 
the object of this grave and important ob¬ 
servation, his lordship will compensate him 
with an idea, which I will pledge my word 
to be perfectly origin;I; viz. that “ it was 
“ not that the paper was depredated, but 
“ that the guinea was risen, in value f!!” 
Aud, let it be remembered, that this was 
stated in, the Parliament House, and by a 
minister too! bv one of those men, to whom 
the safety and honour of the nation, to whom 
the liberties of the people and existence of 
the mohatchy, are all committed! Why, 
theif, dollars have risen too, for they now* 
pass at five shillings, whereas their sterling 
value is only four shillings qpd sixpence. 
Yet the dollar isthe Bamqin shape,bulk, and 
weight; just the same that it was when it 
.passed, for 4s. fid. but nine of them will 
now buy as much English bank-paper as tap 
of themaused to buy. " Why," says his lord¬ 
ship, “ a pound note is still a pound note, 
** but a dollar is five shillfhgs, and it used to 
'* be only four and sixpence j therefore, the 
" note is not fallen, but the dollar^risen.” 
I suppose, he. would say this, for it is evi¬ 
dent, that litvpoUcion is to be made out by 
po other mode of reasoning fand this rea- 
foning must give the.world a pretty irapres,-,, 
. fieu erumglt of the minds «f the persons; 
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whoyfe at present entrusted with the ma¬ 
nagement of public affairs in thisoooBtfy., 
Mr. Fox observed, “ that it was not the 
" guinea that was raised, but the paper that ' 
u was depreciated; not the guinda that wm 
worth two shillings and four pence mom, 

“ but the paper that was worth so modi 
“ less." It is a wonder that hit regarded any 
observation as necessary j buT, perhaps, he. 
thought it would be a shame for a notion to 
go forth to the world, that so gross an ab¬ 
surdity should pass current in such a place. 

-Mr. Dick was of opinion, “ that not 

“• only tjiose discussions that were instituted 
“ in the House, but the speculations that 
*' were circulated through every part of the 
“ country, were extremely disadvantageous , 

“ and had a tendency to augment the evil 
“ they were meaty to remedy." This opinion 
was also expressed by Sir John Newport; 
aud a particular allusion having, by the for T 
tpoer gentleman, been made to the pamphlet 
of Lord King, as containing some of these 
mischievous speculations, it was observed by 
Mr. Fox, that Lord King’s pamphlet cobid 
have no other influence than such as was 
derived from argument. He said, ** the 
" more such subjects were discussed the 
“ better; for be had no idea of that security 
“ and confidence in any set of principles, 

“ that rested only upon silence, and that 
“ must fall the moment* they became the 
" subject of discussion.” The doctrine of 
Mr. Dick is, however, by no means new: 
the present ministry have stood upon it from 
the first hour of their^boming into office/ 
The discussiofl “ will augment the evil it 
“ is meant to remedy." That is, if will 
hasten the depreciation of bank notes. If a 
maker and utterer of bank notes were to 
make such a remark, it would be natural 
enough; for, the only evil he can perceive. 

. -is the destruction of his trade. But, from a < 
meftljpr of . Parliament one would have ex- * 
pected something else, «6uppose discussion 
does augment the evil: if that be a reason 
why discussion ought nut to lake place, the 
ministers are in a state of perfect security, 
and-so they must remain, till the whole fa- 
brisk of the monarchy comes tumbling about 
their ears. The discussion of the tends of 
a disgraceful treaty, for instance, cannot 
produce a remedy; it cannot, and is notin- 
. tended to, antfbl the treaty, and it cen.tinly 
must have a “ tendency to augment the 
evil,” by extending i&e knowledge of the dis¬ 
grace. But, will -.0t. Dick say; that, for 
this reason, a dkgraoeful irony oug!*t not to 
^e discussed ? It is to be hoped, that, by this • 
i time,, he is convinced of the'ftllacy of hi.s 
argument. ——Besides, a* to the peopl e of In - 
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; With.fotmit^M^l!^ i|feta»e»Vri»« the afijtir* 
ittoit ts#eiy. fact relating to, 
.pabouldbe laid bare.as aeon 
line ministers jrtid the btake r* 
i*rnjMai| ii n desire.t»see this pttbhcUy 
' tlilkfejpfaite’i hut, st the, present moment, 

. $^|@tanMb.appears w- be, quite. ^stloct. 
■frisBv thutoteresis of the eototnu^i^r.—But, 
ittrerei* another, and.ofoit powteriui reason 
Hair htqmrmginro Restate of both the Irish 
;rti^.I5ogU«h ci«|ei»cy j naraeiyv to ascertain 
W£ degree'<9f mime, whieh,f»» this respect 
afttctuss to’the raihisler. ye scenied to sit 
W tbfe lioasc/of Common s an unconcerned 
auditor of the debate on.. Irish paper, the 
bardeDof which,devolved upon Mr. Corryj 
vho<tn)y *aid» that there was no remedy fur 
fife evil: What can't be curd, must be 
apdpf'd,!’Does the Doctor, ■ however, in 
good earnest, imagine, that, h« has no con* 
CPm ha this. natter ? And, that his'respon- 
aihthtyis thus te be' got rid of by the. prd- 
ifeuneing of an old rhyming mas ini ? Does 
he hope, that the parliament and ihe nation 
Will always be So put off,? Hewitt, perhaps, 
■(ty, that tbe depfecifltion of the paper 4ias 
sot. been the consequence of his measures. 
jktnay.be so; but, it havens in ids hands.. 
^s'eVent take# place during the-admihistra- 
Utin, into whicn bfrohintitrily entered. He 
'.fiMf pot devise the measure of bank restric- 
tidn,- for instance ; but be has persevered in 
it,, and (hat too during pemt as well as 
during war. There cpo be no doubt that 
fi» stoppage of cash payments is the im- 
•tydaatfcaule of. the depreciation of the 
bask paper, and no doe will, or cnn, deny,* 
Doctor• has*.procured laws*td Jbe 
••j»ssea: ; . to- authorise this stoppage. The 
^bNMiioiB-.k not, whether the depreciation 
ebtdd'kltve : been avoided, or: not, by any 
rpfewNjejrthilteould have been adopted', since 
fa* of the Doctor ? but, shhply, 

' haftakefi place, oruot, ,or ha* in 

’dpring ‘bis-admin'ts*. 
Like tbettnant of a home (as 'ho 
■* "*0 tenant of : ;fhe''T'rea- 
*,»nd wfhavfe a right to 
abjMufjr uw 
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buy forwf&t yfe ideathttwidf;’ * 

* tainistraribn'f^’iS^BfSr" : df'' -tfel 

financial";- system* iff .13* V^***^'. or -ha' • 
disappm veo of-itY If the latter, why did hi 
not abandbn lt'? add, if the foritnftfi whdpV 
wdi hk how fihfio Masi%1i^dpatottb gfbmfil •'* 
bi» right of. exemption, mom its ■eon-se^' 
quencas ? ‘If Mil Pitt’s fin'anrial "thfesstridl 
were such avtwcessarilyterided to, pftHoisd 

a depreciation of hank paper, and,of course, 
(he destruction, or ‘ total' suspension; of aH 
public credit, tt, Was the duty Of his suc¬ 
cessor to‘institute a pariiamditary inquiry; 
and to bringhim ip a due responsibility for 
his. conduct; ana, if Mr. Pitt's financial 
measures bad,not such a tendency, If they 
did not necessarily lead to the depreciation 
of bank: papfij, that depreciation must be 
attributed to; rhe Doctor, and ail ' the re¬ 
sponsibility fails upon him. Td adroit of 
the contrary principle, to allow the Doctor 
to justify himself upon the plea that he had 
nothing to do with the cause, and Mr. Pitt 
to justify himself upon the plea that he h.is, 
nothing, to do with the effect, WQulfi be to 
render ministerial responsibility somt thing 
worse than farcical. The su^p^itiun pots 
one in mind of the two “ well meaning”, 
men'and the kg of mutton, mentioned, in 
the fable. The tallest took it. .' «d gave it 
to the shoitestj and, when the butcher 
railed upon them for responsibility, rlie 
shortest swore he did not . take it, and the 
tallest'sv&ore he had not got it. The it ader 
will remember, and Mr. Addington will do 
well not to forget, the cohsequeners that en¬ 
sue^.—In quitting this topic, it sconr* neces¬ 
sary just to notice a debate, whidi took place 
in the House .of Lords, on the 5tfa, instant, 
upon the motidri for going into n comufittei:: 
upofi the Irish bank restriction bfif. Some 

* observations of lords King,. Grenvillcyand 

Au^t«n4 sbarll he tnpre fblly dwelt, upon * 
another timq,; bnt. it is uiiMssible to. resist, 
4br.|^»iboiBeat t "-^B tmnpttiUoivtti ffefer To 
a 9j^tk6Mdan i \ ij*kte8aej|fij'‘i«adc by that 
** "soiMjind safe fipHtiCiah*’, Lbrd Hjivvkes- t 
buTf,'t»tt); in onw'jfp jitwc tojl»ys*5t/; 

that the ■ increase of paper duhiu^ tend (o 
drivft hard money out of The Country, 
stated, from the hook of tiih sprightly Mr. j 

. Chalttterr, or tWaof the ’bo test" sprightly"j 
•Mr. pwi rge Rose,, fhit,;' sihee, theyeign.of';' 
WSliatn and Mary iriclarid^r ,$&?>?. 
^bten 'bolpcd -kt' the 'piiu'f,' Vy *• 
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'amount of «£&kQO0»ooo sterling, and that 
’ of tbit stun* Jt#4*ooojpoo had been coined 
during the rejgtt of his present lyfajesty, 
and of that .£04,000,000 there bad been 
coined .£ 33,000,000 within tb'e last twenty 

J ears.—Well! And what then? How 
net this prove, that paper does not drive 
..the gold out of the country, unless you can 
'•prove, that there is all this gold ill the 
'jatqnlrj-Mo? Really, i(* one did not know 
'the contrary, one wo'ukl believe, that this' 
Statement bad been brought forward to 
prove exactly the contrary o( what it was 
intended to prove; for, if, within these 
twenty years there has bedn a coinage to 
the amount of <£’33,000,000, and if (here 
- be scarcely a guinea left in the country, is 
it not a pretty clear prdbf, that thij paper 
has driven out t^e gold, especially when it 
is admitted, that, before the great increase 
of paper, gold was the chief currency of 
the couutry, and that there w'astheu plenty 
of coin in circulation, though the coinage 
was not a fifth part so great ? Little, then, 
is the “ consolation”, which men of even 
ordinary understandings will derive from 
the statement of his lordship, who bids us 
“ wallow naked in' December’s snow by 
barely thinking of the summer’s heat;” 
who displays before us tiie goodly and glit¬ 
tering hoards, which have issued from the 
Tower, and which vste have had the folly 
tp exchange for promissory notes which the 
promisers are not obliged to pay! 

Iris'h Government. — On the yth- 
instant, a motion was made, in the House 
of Commons, by Sir John Wrottesley, for 
the House to go into a committee, “ to in- 
“ vestigate the conduqt of the Irish go- 
“ vernment, relative to the affair of the 
“ 33d of July last.” Upon this motion there 
• was a very longh and interesting debate, 
which was opened in very good manner by 
the rabvfr, who was supported ,by Mr. 
»Canryng, Lord Temple, General Tarle- 
ton, Mr. Fox, Mr. Windham, Lord de 
Blaquiere, Dr. Laurence, and Mr. Grey. 
Tfte speakers on the ministerial* side were 
Lprd Castlereagh, Mr* Archday, JVfr. 
York, ,Mr. Tierney, the Attorney General, 
end th^Doctor. To analyse this debate 
. .would bg impossible in the space now be¬ 
fore me*'. I shall, therefore, confine my re- 
marks, atpresent, to whafcwas said rela¬ 
tive teethe conduct of Lord Redesdale, 
which, indeed, was by far thd most im¬ 
portant part of the discussion, though 
*v«ry part of it was important.—Mr. Can¬ 
ning, the whofo of whose speech discover¬ 
ed very great .powers both of conception 
. Jthd of utterappej said, that -all the Ca- 
Vofc. V. « t »- » 0 


” thslics were, by a person high fn euthp- 
« fity in Ireland, implicated in this rebellion, 

44 and had 1 their share of the guilt, jptputeid 
44 to them.—Mr. Canning said, that the 
« document to which he was now referring 
44 he had read with shame and indignation, 

M more, than he had felt at any other he had 
“ seen *ifi the whole course of that unfor- 
.“ Innate matter altogether. His noble 
“ friend had tried to throw oblivion over 
“ former differences in that distracted 
country. Ministers, indeed, oiy^ht to 
“ take care, as much as in them lay, that no 
“ .ancient differences should be revived; 

“ that no /lames of old animosi lies should be 
“ re-kindled: if that was the policy, as he 
u was sure it was the duty of government, 

" ill jbud that end been endeavoured to be 
w accomplished, Good God 1 that, in the 
“ 19th century,*there''should be found a 
44 man of great talents, fitted for great good 
H in a state $ of great learning too, but that 
“ which he had lately displayed, he could 
“ almost have wished that nobody had it 
“ now, for he had hoped it had'been buried 
“ at least a century ago;—that this learned 
“ person should fill the office of a great le- 
gislator, and the highest as a legal niagis- 
“ Irate, and that tie should be appointed to 
“ preside in the place where that anti- 
“ quated doctrine could do effectual mis- 
“ chief. Hu did not say it was a fault, but 
“ it certainly was a great misfortune, that 
“ such a person, with such sentiments, 
“ should be placed in such a station. He 
“ could not think it ttkdly that Ireland 
“ should be trJhquil. He could not think 
“ it likely that these pictures of quietness, 
“ contentment, -and happiness, which had 
“ been so gratuitously afforded to the 
“ House, and’ so diligently laid before it, 
44 that the rebellion was at an end forever 
V' —that the principle on which it was fo- 
“ mented Was destroyed—that Ireland yas, 
/“ by the rooting out of prejudices, become 
one body of harmony in teinper and 
“ united in object: he"could entertain no. 
44 hopes of this nature, if the policy was to 
44 be that which he had just alluded to. He 
44 w£s not bringing that to whidh this policy 
44 related, now before the House: he 
44 would give government credit for their 
* 44 intention to do away all animosity in 
“ in Ireland; but when he saw a minister 
“ of the govern ment there, the highest in 
14 l&gat authority, he , did not say that this 
44 was to be considered, npr did be state it 
44 as a fire-brand which threatened the 
“^country with destruction, hue fie did 
44 state, that great officer as enjoying the 
V-. full confidence and a great portion ohihe 
• .N . 
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“power of govetfimenij, spill' whether he 
** wus the intended vehicle. of puWiriiing 
such sentiments asthose of government, 
“ be did dot knotq, fee it bed all (he effect 
*• ff design, and be cduld not help looking 
“ upon the uttering of such sentiments as 
conveying to the public the animus of go- 
“ vernment. Whethet' thesesentiments 
w were really the aenotnents of thp govern - 
“ mem, or no, he would not pretend to'say, 
w bu* the great character to which he had 

* aftoded was a member of the Irish go- 
** vertuhent, and the government in which 
** such a mind predominated—tfiat was. to 
“ lay, a mind governed by such principles 
H as had been published by that great per* 
** son, had great influence, where such a 
41 spirit presided, and where such a spirit» 
n ruled, and such opinions were cherished, 
M the government, influenced by it, he was 
“ stire, could not be conciliating, nor agree* 
w able, nor could bold forrh any prospect 
** of comfort, to say nothing of happiness, 
“ to the Irish people) a government which 
“ permitted itself to cherish such sen- 
V timents, discovered an animus that affbrd- 
■** ed no comfort to those by whom it was 
“ governed; it was an imprudent govern* 
** menr, and very ill adapted for even the 
*’ safety of the public. 1 ’—Mr. Fox severely 
reprobated the conduct of Lord Redesdale, 
in the correspondence with Lord Fingall. 
He said, that " the Irish nation, with all 
ft their generosity, their genius, and their 

bravery, had never been highly famed 
** for their discretion; it must, therefore, 

* have been very gratifyio^to them, to find, 
*f that a 'grave English Chancellor, sent 
“ over to them, had been guilty of an in- 
*' discretion, to which, indeed, nothing 
“ could be second; for it was of that' sort 
41 that notfrft%Vom /«at secundum could exist. 
.** These letters were more than Vndiscrear. 
“ They must be infinitely mischievous, if 
u the author of them continued to fill his o 

** present situation.’’-Mr. Windham 

was of the same .opinion as Mr. Canning 
ond Jdr. Fox. He said, that “ the senti- 
** t ^pjghleBsed by Lord Redesdale in his 

* the total extinction j>f all 
legal opinion. They were bad in theo* 

w logy, still worse in politics, and deserved 
** the censure of every liberal and enlighten* 
V ed m»a. The opinions of the writer 
M were themore liable to reprehension, as it. 

Would be resollecwsd, by the House that 
*» when the revival of Martial Law in Ire* 
land was agitated, bit name and high si* 
If tuMia were field out as a certain guarantee 
** of the asd equity ©fthe govern-. 
*> f |fr, TjVindNh, douhiTpw, H- ’ 


laded beta to that memorable ettnfagr the 
aqth of July iaatj, when the House ofCom- 
roons saw a hill, subjecting the ykter king¬ 
dom to martial law, spring up, like the 
plants in a pantomime, and arrive at the last 
stage of maturity, in the space of a few 
hours. On that occasion Mr. Windham 
asked for- a day’s delay:; a short respite 
of only ay houjs, to consider whether 
there were sufficient cause for render¬ 
ing four millions of people liable to all 
the severities ,of martial law, such law, it 
might in yome cases happen, as the in* 
jured and’insulted O’Niei, was subjected 
to tfie execution ©f. No: even twenty- 
four hours; nay, even one hour was not 
allowed; and, the then misled, and now 
indignant public 4 will recollect the,abuse 
.heaped upon Mr.Windham by the Receiver 
of Cornwall, and by the newspaper hire¬ 
lings of government, merely because he 
asked for thV short delay. That public 
will also recollect, that one of the securi¬ 
ties, which the Doctor held forth to Par¬ 
liament, for the discreet and mild exercise 
of the uncontrouled power that it was cal¬ 
led upon to lodge in the hands of the 
executive branch of the Irish government, 
was, the assistance which the government 
derived from Lord Redesdale. The Doc¬ 
tor’s words were as follows: n when it is 
“ considered, Sir, that Lord Hardwicke 
“ is assisted in all his councils, by the &d* 
** advice of that atniable nobleman and 
“ truly great ebaratter , who so long adorned 
“ that chair, in whichyounow sit; when this 
“ circumstance is considered,Sir, noone can 
M entertain even the slightest apprehension, 
" that any act .of Sfiverity, that any indiscreet 
" *or illiberal exercise of authority, will pro- 
“ ceed from the law, which the House is 
“ now called on to pass,°withont that bed- 
" tation and delay, which the right honour- 
*' able gentleman wishes to produce.”— 
The Doctor was right: his confidence was 
perfectly well founded : the House passed 
the ti# without hesitation t it rendered.the 
peopl&vcf Ireland liable to martial law': ft 
consigned (hem to the absolute power of a 
person 1 , whom the minister declared to be 
assisted in all his councils by that amiable 
nobleman and truly great ebaraettg, the mild 
and discreet author ©t the letters to Lord Fin- 
gfcll !. Mr. Windham was abused, out of 
dobra, by all that low and numerous herd, 
wpqfof&ata, rather than their loyalty or their 
patriotism, led them to applaud, that, of 
which, in their consciences they most have 
disapproved; Mr. Sheridan poured down 
upon him a most copious and nauseous dis¬ 
charge of his tree English feriingr end, 
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it is mpi% than probable, that Mr. Long tod 
Mr. Pitt would say he was imprudent.——** 
Ia the debate of the ?ih instant^oone of the 
ministers attempted to defend the *' truly great, 
character.". Neither Lord Ca»thsreagh, nor 
Mr. Yorke, nor the Doctor, said a word in 
reply to the remarks that were made on his 
conduct. Mr. Archdale said a few words, 
but the tendency of them was, to disclaim, 
on the part of the government, the senti¬ 
ments promulgated by Lord .Hedesdale. 

“ He regretted, 1 ’ he said, “ that this Cor- 
“ respondence had been brought before the 
** public. He deprecated any discussion on 
*' the subject. It was a subjett unfit, ih his 
opinion, for discussion in this, or, he was 
¥■ almost disposed to say, »» any ether 'public 
“ place. He did not‘thinl?it fair to hold up 
“ the opinions delivered even by the greatest # 
“ law officer in Ireland, a; necessarily the opi- 
“ nien ef the government. The animus of the 
“ government, as a right honourable gentle- 
“ man had termed it, could not be derived 

* from this source. The Lord Chancellor 
,r of Ireland might be a great man in his 
<' own department, and might render the 
“ government essential service, it struck 
" him, however, that law characters should 
“ interfere as little as possible with politics. 
u Their interference might often be incon- 

'< veaient, and seldom useful -This was 

not amiss, at a moment when, out of twelve 
persons sitting upon the Treasury bench, ten 
were what is called bred to the lam; a circum¬ 
stance, which Mr. Archdale certainly over¬ 
looked.——Even the Attorney-General, the 
brother-in-law of Lord Redesdale, did net 
attempt to justify the sentiments contained 
in that “ amiable nobleman’s" inexorable 
homilies. He insisted, tnat when the Lord 
Chancellor was about to sign a commission 
ef the peace form Roman Catholic noble¬ 
man, it was a proper enough time to remind 
him of bi| duties as a subject/ and to endea¬ 
vour (p guard him against that misuse of it, 
which he might otherwise have fallen into. 
Thi# recalls to mind what some one said 
upon the subject at first: that the “ amiable 
nobleman" gave this cofnmis&ioo of the 
peace as parents give fair-day money to their 
childreif, that is, accompanied with caution 
upon caution not to make themselves sick; 
but, the "comparison does not hold ; for in 
the present instance, it is the cautions that 
have the-nauseating quality-, and that have, 
accordingly, disgusted and disordered a 
whole nation. 

* , VoiitJ n tie a ’System.— Since the date of 
the last Register, the bill for consolidating 
the Volunteer acts Jhas been discussed in a 
committee of a the whole house. There is 
not time to notice the alterations apd ar¬ 


rangements that have been made in k; but*; 
one suggestion of Mr. Ktt*a must not bit 
panted over teen for a moment. He wished * 
for ft*mo regulation to obviate the inconve¬ 
nience, that must arise from persons pre- • 
venting their mrvants and apprentices enter¬ 
ing into, or attending their duty in. Volun¬ 
teer corps; observing, that farmers and 
manufacturersemwerax/ysupposed, that they 
hadarigtft to all the time and labour of 
their servants and apprentices! Why really, 
this is Robert Shallow, Esq. the second. 
What! prevent men from having the com¬ 
mand of their servants and apprentices! 
Ana yet oppbse, at the same time, the no¬ 
tions of democrats and jadbbins*? And yet 
call upon us to fight for the preservation of 
the constitution ? And yet tell us that the 
volunteer system is intended to prevent the 
invasion of propefty, the subversiou of the 
laws, the dissolution of all the bonds of so- 
cijty These projects, these innova¬ 
tions, ihese new and daring notions and 
schemes; this is what I dread in Mr. Pitt, 
whose great mind seems to he upon the 
rack to discover some captivating novelty, 
something that shall discompose the whole 
fabrick, in order that he may have the merit 

of putting it together again.-But, it 

would be curious to know, by what means 
Mr. Pitt would accomplish his object l If 
he compel me to permit my servant to be a 
volunteer, that is to say, to dispense with 
great part of his service ; if he make my 
servant, in some sort, mv master, will he 
prevent me from discharging the said ser¬ 
vant ; will he compel me to remain in this 
sort of servitude myself? And, if he will pot 
suffer me to discharge him, because he is a 
volunteer, how will he prevent me from dis¬ 
charging him because he has black hair, 
or because his cdmplexion, or countenance 
does not please me r Those, indeed, who are 
so unfortunate as to have apprentices cannot 
so easily escape the provisions that may^je 
* enacted upon this subject; but, before sny 
such provisions are intioduced, let us hope, 
that Parliament, will duly consider the con¬ 
sequences that may result from them. I 
dislike the volunteer system for many rea- 
soos,*but for none more, than because it is 
a ground work, on, which Mr. Pitt ■ is 
continually erecting some dangerous inno¬ 
vation : qothingelse seems to be of any im¬ 
portance iu bis eyes : the situation of Ire¬ 
land, the ruinous aspect of public credit, 
subjects heretofore apparently so near to his 
heart, do not now even attract his notice ; 
the volunteers! the volunteers! the* new 
anti numerous body of armed men, is the 
only object oi his rare, 
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DOCVMENTil EEI-ATIYE, TO CONSFI- 

RACT DISCOVERED AT PARIS. 

jReptrt of the Grand fudge , Minister of Jus- 
(ice, to the Go^mment, Ipb February, 
J 804 ; . 

Citim First Consul—New plots have 
been batched by England; this was the'case 
even amid.it .the peace which she'sjyore to 
maintain, and when she violated the treaty 
of Amiens, bhe counted less on her strength 
than on the success of her machinations. 
But government was vigilant; the steps^ of 
the.agents of the enemy were followed*by 
t^e eye ef 'justice: the people of London 
were no doubt expecting to hear the explo¬ 
sion of that mine Which had been dug under 
our feet. At any rate, the most ominous 
reports were spread, and they were indulging 
the most criminal hopes; on a sudden the 
agents of the conspiracy were, arrestetj; 
proofs have accumulated, and they are so 
strong and so evident, that they carry with 
them convictions to every mind. - Georges 
an,d bis band of .assassins had remained in 
the pay of England ; their agents were still 
traversing La Vendee, Morbilian, the Cotes 
<Ju .Nord, and were endeavouring, but in 
vain, to find partisans of whom they were 
deprived by the moderation of government 
ancl of the lawj.—i’ichegra, tipmasked by 
the events which preceded the 18 th of Imc- 
tidor, year 5 , (Sept. 5 , 17 . 97 )» and unveiled, 
i» particular, by that coneipondenoe which 
■General Moreau fejd addressed to the direc¬ 
tory, had carried with him. to England his 
hatred against his country. In the year eight 
he arid Villot were in the train of die armies 
of our enemies, in order to uuite with the 
brigands of the South. In the year nine lie 
conspired with the committee of Barculh, 
and since the peace of Amiens he has stijl 
been the hope and the counsellor of thsene- 
inibs of France. The British perfidy asso¬ 
ciated Georges with Pi-hegru, the infamous 1 
Georges with that Pichegru whom France 
had entered, whom die wished for a lorig 
time to consider as incapable of treachery ! 
In the year eleven a criminal reconciliation 
united Pichegru and Moreau, two men be¬ 
tween whom honour ought to place eternal 
hatred. The police seized at 'Calais one of 
their agents, at the momqpt when he was 
returning a second time from England. This 
man had in his possession documents wliieh 
confirmed the reality of a reconciliation at 
that time inexplicable, had not the bonds 
which united them been formed by crimi 
nality. On the arrest of this agent Genera! 
Moreau appeared for a moment to be agi- 
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lated. He took some private steps fo as¬ 
certain, whether government was informed 
of it; but it.was passed over in silence, and 
he himself, when he recovered,his tranquil¬ 
lity, concealed from government an event 
which could not but awaken its vigilance. 
He observed silence even when Pichegru 
was publicly admitted into the councils of 
the British ministry, when he united in a 
notorious manner with the enemies of 
France Government was disposed to con¬ 
sider liia silence as arising from the dread of 
a confession, which would have humbled 
him, as it considered his retirement from 
publfc alFairs, bis suspicious connexions, aiul 
liis imprudent language, as the effect of 
peevishness and discontmt. General Mo¬ 
reau, who could ribt fail of being suspected, 
# since he maintained a secret correspondence 
with the enemies of his country, and who, in 
consequence of this suspicion, which was too 
well founded, Would at any other period have 
been arrested, w’as suffered to enjoy in tran¬ 
quillity hi« honours, an immense fortune, and 
the kindness of the republic. Events, how¬ 
ever, rapidly succeeded each other: Lajollais, 
the friend and confidant of Pichegru, went 
privately from Paris to London, returned to 
Paris carried to Pichegru the ideas of Gene¬ 
ral Moreau—carried back to Moreau the 
ideas and designs of Pichegru and his asso¬ 
ciates ; the brigands of Georges were pre¬ 
paring, even in Paris, every thing that was 
necessary for the execution of their common 
designs. > A place was assigned between 
Dieppe arid Trpport, at a distance from mo¬ 
lestation or the eye of vigilance, where the 
brigands of England, brought over in Eng¬ 
lish ships, landed jvilliout being observed, 
and whee they found corrupted men to re¬ 
ceive them—men paid to conduct them 
during the night from fished stations, pre¬ 
viously agreed on, and thyis to convey them 

to Paris.-At Paris Idrking places were 

procured for them in houses hired before¬ 
hand, where they had confidants to protect 
them : they had some -of these in different 
quarters and sheets at Chaillot, in the Rue 
dc Bacq, in the Fauxbomg.St. Marceau, in 
the Marais. A tifst debarkation was effect¬ 
ed, consisting of Georges himself, and eight 
of bis brigands. Georges returned to the 
coast to assist at the landing of Goster St. 
Victor, condemped by a sentence passed in 
the affair of JSivose 3 , and of ten other bri- 
gands rf IiV the commencement of the pre¬ 
sent month a third landing W’as. effected, it 
consisted of Pichegru, Lajollais, Armand, 
Gaillard, brqther of Ilaouid, John Marie, 
one of the first confidants of Georges, and 
some other brigands of the.same stamp; 
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Georges with Joyau, called d’Asiar, Saint 
Vincent and Picot, went to receive this third 
debarkation: the whole assembled at the. 
farm de la Polerie. A fourth .landing was 
expected ; the vessels were in sight, but con- 
■*’ trary winds prevented them from approach¬ 
ing : a few days ago they were still making 
signals. Georges and Pichegru arrived at 
Paris, where they iodged.in the same house 
surrounded by about 30 brigands, under the 
command of Georges; an interview took 
place between them and Moreau : the place, 
the day, and the hour, where the first con¬ 
ference-was held, are known—a second was 
agreed on, hut did not take place; a third 
and a fourth took place, even in the house of 
General Moreau. The presence of Georges 
and Pichegru at Paris, these conferences 
will) Gen. Moreau, are confirmed by iiv on-* 
testable and numerous proofs. Georges and 
Pichegru have been traced from house to 
house. Search has also been maoc for ■ 
those who a-sisted at their landing; those 
■whe, under the cloud, conducted then) 
liom post to post ; those wb<» gave them an 
asylum at Paris: their confidants at?d ac¬ 
complices. Lnjollais, their principal agent, 
and General Moreau, are arrested, the ef¬ 
fects and papeis of Pichegru have been 
seized, and the police is employing the 
greatest activity to find him. England 
wished to overthrow our government, aud 
-by this overthrow to effect the ruin of 
France, to deliver it up to ages of civil war 
and confusion. But to overturn a govern¬ 
ment, maintained by the affection of thirty 
millions of citizens, and surrounded by a 
brave, powerful, and faithful army, was a 
task, not only superior the stiength of 
England, but of all Europe England, 
thereto) e, bad noljopc-s of accomplishing her 
design, but by the assassination of the En.st 
.Consul, and by coveting this assassination 
under thfi shadow of a man who was still 
protected by the remembrance of his ser¬ 
vices. 1 must add, that the citizens need 
be under no-uneasiness. The greater part 
of the brigands heve been.arrested; the rest 
have fled, and are closely pursued by the po¬ 
lice. Ik'o suspicion attaches to any class of 
eitiz- ns, or to' any branch of administration. 

I slutll mstgive any further details in this re¬ 
port ; you have seen all the papers; you will, 
therefore, give ordcis for*thcir being laid 
before the cye9 of justice,— Signed by the 
grand judge, minister' pf justice, nno^iiui. 
Certified in due form, the secretary of state. 

h. B. mar r.T. * 

* In the Moniteur there are scveia! uriofficul. 
remarks following this document, blit drove it is 
Slot thought Decenary to insert. t 


Proceedings in the Tribunate, relative to 
the Conspiracy, on tie ifth of February, 
1804. * 

The three Counsellors of the State 
read to the Assembly the above report; after 
which the President made a short speech, 
alluding to the plot, and concluded with de¬ 
claring that they would all answer for the 
life of Bonaparte, which secured to France 
its glory and its prosperity. The President 
then proposed that the Tribunate should in 
a body wait on tire First Consul, to express 
their detestation of the meditated attempt,' 
and to congratulate him on his escape from 
the threatened danger, whjch was agreed to. 
When the President had declared the sitting 
at an end. General Moreau’s brother request¬ 
ed leave to speak, which being granted, he 
addressed the Assynbly as follows: 

You have heard the orators of govern- ' 
nient You have this morning read the or¬ 
der of the day, published by the Governor 
of Paris. These two‘pieces are, in part, le? 
veiled against General Moreau. It inspires 
me with sentiments of the deepest grief, to 
find that attempts have been so long'made 
to calumniate a man who has rendered im¬ 
portant services to the Republic, and who, 
at present, has not the liberty of defending 
himself. I declare to the whole nation that 
my brother is innocent of the atrocities im¬ 
puted to him. Lot him liavt an opportunity 
of justifying himself, and he will do it. I 
demand in his name, in my own, and in 
the name of his whole distressed family, 
that lie may be brought % Trial in the most 
formal manner* I demand that he may be 
tried only by a common tribunal: it will be 
easy for him to make his innocence appear. 

/ declare that every thing whh,b has been said 
i.r an infamous calumny. 

Curve.—Our colleague’s is a just emotion. 

• Moreau.— It is ro tine emotion, it is the 
expression of truth and indignation. (Jde 
left the hall.) • 

Curve.—He has spoken 1 for his brother, 
where is the honest mind that docs not ap- 
piove the emotion that led him to the tri¬ 
bune? A vast plan of conspiracy is de¬ 
nounced to the first authorities, to the na¬ 
tion, and is going to be denounced to the 
tribunals. The defence of General Moreau 
will have all the latitude., liberty, and pub¬ 
licity of which %o great a cause is suscepti¬ 
ble ; but what ought )ou to do but to desire, 
and your desire I am sure is shared by the 
government, that the General may be cleared 
of the accusation which, interesting the in¬ 
ternal and,external security of the Republic 
ought to be weighed and derided upon. 

Nil ■ 
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whatever be the services and reputation of 
the men implicated in them. t 
Treilhard.—The orator who preceded the 
tribune, who has jult'sat down, has satisfied 
what he thought due to .the ties of blood 
which unite him to General Moreau. \Verc 
I not restrained by that consideration, and 
by the respect due to a citizen in a state.of 
accusation, i should say that he yvas too 
hasty. If his sensibility had suffered him 
to hear calmly the report of the Grand Judge, 
he would have seep that the result was a re¬ 
ference of the whole 'to justice. Govern¬ 
ment has been always too scrupalous an ob¬ 
server of !aw r , for any one to have a right to 
suppose that they wish to swerve from it. 
Tlio very eagerness they shew to inform you 
of what has passed, prove the value they at¬ 
tach to public opinion and yours. The pro¬ 
gress of justice opposes the rendering the 
jpapers public now—they have been commu¬ 
nicated to the Senate and Council of Stafe, 
who are deliberating in secret. 1 shall add 
but one word—General Moreau, his rela¬ 
tions, and friends, will have every latitude 
of defence; there is no one that does not 
strongly desire not to believe him guilty. 
(Adjourned.) 

Speech of the Vice President of the Senate 
to the First Consul, 1 Jib February, 1804. 
Citizen First Consul, — The Senate 
has been usually accustomed^ to wait upon 
you for the sole purpose of presenting their 
thanks for lbq,gjQry to which you have ele¬ 
vated the republic, and for,the wisdom and 
vigilance of your administration.—This day 
they are brought hither by the profound in¬ 
dignation which is excited by the plot just 
discovered, and which the agents of England 
have instigated. —> It is afflicting for huma¬ 
nity to see the chiefs of a nation degrade 
themselves so far as to take the dircctjpn of 
as&ssination. They must indeed be weak, 
when they condemn themselves to so much' 
infamy.—The senate perceives, with sorrow, 
smong^lie number of the accused , one. of 
the most illustrious defenders of the country. 
The serious nature of the charge, and the 
existing circumstances, imperiously require 
the measures which have been adopted with 
respect to him. Yon have done what the 
safety of private citizens demand, by send- 
the accilxeu before the tribunals.—The wish 
of the Senate, Citizen First Consul, is, that 
yon should yield less to that courage which 
despises all kinds of danger, and that yon 
should not give up ail ypur attention to pub¬ 
lic affairs, but that you should reserve a part 
for your personal safety, which ia also that 
•f tile country,' 


Consul's Answer. —Since 1 attained the su¬ 
preme magistracy, a great many plots have 
been formed against my life. , Educated in 
camps; I have never regarded as important, 
dangers whichgivemetiof’-ar.—But 1 cannot 
avoid experiencing a deep and painful feel¬ 
ing, when 1 consider the situation in which 
this great nation would have been placed, if 
this last plot had shccceded; for it is princi? 
pally agaiqsl the glory, the liberty, and the 
destiny of the French people that the con¬ 
spiracy was formed.—I have long since re¬ 
nounced the hope of enjoying the pleasures 
of private life.- All my days are employed in 
fulfiling the duties which my fate and the 
will of the French people have imposed on 
me.—Heaven will watch over France, and 
defeat the plots of the wicked. Theciti- 
*zens may be without alarm. My life will 
last as long as it shall be Useful to the nation; 
but I wish the French people to understand, 
that existing without their confidence and 
affection, would be for me without conso¬ 
lation, and would for them have no object. 

The Legislative Body and the Tribunate. 

The deputation of the Legislative Body 
being introduced, citizen Font unties, the 
president, presented the deliberation of that 
body, in which the First Consul was feli¬ 
citated on the discovery of a conspiracy 
which menaced the state and his person.— 
Citizen Fontannas made a speech to the First 
Consul, in the same manner as the president 
of the Senate.—The members of the Tribu¬ 
nate were next introduced to the First Con¬ 
sul, and their president, citizen Jnubert, 
read to him an address, in which there was 
nothing remarkable except the first sen- 
fence, viz, w While we thought, citizen 
First Consul, that you had nothing to dread 
but the dangers of just war, the perfidy of 
the English government surrounded yon 
with new snares: what a humiliating con¬ 
fession of its inability to combat with open 
arms the repairing genius of France ! What 
a brilliant "testimony of the intimate ties 
which connect you with the safety of the 
republic and the tranquillity of Europe !"— 
The First Consul replied to the deputation 
of the Legislative Body and the Tribunate, 
in nearly the same terms as to that of the 
Senate. 


General Orders, issued to the French Armies 
(in consequence of the Detection.qf the Ctosr 
spiracy) at Paris and at Boulogne. 

Paris , 13 Feb. 1804. 
Soldiers. —Tifiy brigands, the impure 
remnants of the civil war, that the English 
government kept in reserve during the peace. 
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because it meditated .to repeat that crime 
which had failed on (he 3d Nivose, had ar¬ 
rived by night, and in small-bodies, to Bel- 
ville, they have penetrated even to the ca¬ 
pital. Georges and the e*-general Piche- 
gru were Bt the head of them. Their ap¬ 
proach had been invited by a man of consi¬ 
deration in our rank, by General Moreau, 
who was yesterday placed in the hands of the 
'justice of the nation, —- Their project, after 
having assassinated the First Consul, was to 
gi ve up Fra nee to the horrors of a civil war, and 
ro the terrible convulsions of counter revolu¬ 
tion. — The camp? of Boulogne, Montreuil, 
Bruges, Saintes, Toulon, ana Brest, the ar¬ 
mies of Italy, Hanover, and Holland, were 
no longer' to have commanded peace. Our 
glory was to have perished with our liberty. 
But all those plots have failed. Ten of 
those brigands are arrested—the ex-general 
Lajullais, the procurer of this infernal con¬ 
spiracy, is in prison—the police is upon the 
point of taking Geerges and Pichegru.—A 
new debarkation of twenty of those brigands 
has now taken place ; but they are sur¬ 
rounded with ambuscades, and will soon be 
taken.—In these circumstances, so afflicting 
to the heart of the First Consul, we, soldiers 
*of the nation, will be the first to make a 
shield for him with our bodies, and we will 
conquer his enemies and those of France. 
—Signed by Murat, general commanding 
inclnef at Paris, and Caesar Ebrthier, 
chief of the staff. 

Boulogne, ] Q. Feb. 1804. 

Soldiers. —Your attitude, your labours, 
and your vigilance, made England tremble. 
Despairing of being able to resist the impulse 
of your courage, and th* ascendancy ot the 
First Consul's genius, the British govern¬ 
ment, accustomed to crimes, formed the 
most perfidious plots, and intended to ac¬ 
complish them by the most odious instru¬ 
ments. *The life of the First Consul was 
threatened, the better to succeed in those, 
projects of iniquity, to the disgusting remains 
of the Vendee, were joined meu who had 
formerly figured in our ranks, and we have 
seen united under the same banner, George 
and Lajullais, Moreau and Pichegru. But 
the plot has failed. France will complete its 
high destinies, and Bonaparte will live to 
secure them. The conspirators are either 
attested or have fled. Mfireau is arrested ; 
Lajullais is in prison j the police is follow¬ 
ing the footsteps of George and Pichegru. 
A great number of (hose perverse and hired 
brigands are now in the power of justice, and 
in a 'short time it will havrovertaken the 
impure remnant of this band, which is now 
dispersed. Soldiers, dismiss ail fear 1 the 


life of the First Consul ts no longer in danger^ 
Those dark machinations which threaten it, 
last but for t moment, and end in the sham* 
and despair of their guilty authors. We, 
who are placed in the first rank in front of 
that hostile nation, we will be the shield of 
the hero. One only thought, one only feel¬ 
ing animates us all, and that is to defend 
that life,.upon which the glory, prosperity, 
and happiness of France, as well as the ho¬ 
nour of the French name, depends. The 
report of the Grand Judge, the Minister of 
Justice, will lay open to you the whole 
plan of tfiis horrible conspiracy. — Signed , 
the Commander in Chief, Soult. 

Address of the Sailors of the right Jtfng of 
the National Flotilla to the Ftrst Consul. 

9 Ostend, 21 Feb. 1804. 
Citizen First Consul, An odious na¬ 
tion has planned, with wicked secrecy, th* 
blackest of crimes, to remove from its own 
head that just chastisement which its perfidy 
has provoked; but the tutelary genius of 
France has baffled its conspiracies, and pre¬ 
served the life of the hero, that it arms for 
our defence,and preserves for our happiness. 
Does not the baseness of the means employ¬ 
ed by this nation of assassins discover to ilia 
universe its weakness, its fears, and ita 
cowardice ? Citizen First Consul, the mili¬ 
tary and civil officer, and the crews of the 
right wing of the national flotilla, hasten to 
express to you their surprize and indignation, 
at seeing that Frenchman, that even general 
Moreau himself, could ^•associated with 
those coward ly Islanders, and with Pichegru 
and Georges, to replunge us in the how ors 
of anarchy, by a crime the most atrocious, 
by the assassination of a hero, to whom we 
have fpr ever vowed gratitude, devotion, 
and fidelity. Citizen First Consul, we wait, 
with impatience, for the moment when yon 
shalf proclaim the hour of vcngeaticjj.— 
Signed ,by Charles Mauor, Rear Admiral, 
Netnne, Captain, &c. &c. 


DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

A ehort Statement of Facts relating to the 
Claims of British Creditors on the French 
Funds. 

The treatment received by the British 
creditors in thfe French funds, has hitherto 
excited little of the public attention; it 
has been supposed by some to be a subject 
involving the interests of, a few individuals 
only; a plain statement of facts will shew 
that the honour of the nation is as much im¬ 
plicated in it as the interests of its subjects. 

' The commercial and pecuniary transae- 
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tidns between Great Britab tyid- France 
darivg the monarchy and ■ the first three 
ears of the revolution, (before the war 
roke out,> in which period the debts at 
present due to British individuals from the 
French government originated, took (Jifcir 
rise, from tbe commercial treaty of 1786 . It 
was at that time thought by the legislature, 
conducive to tlje. interests of the nation, to 
encourage and guarautee transactions of 
that nature, by the utmost protection they 
oftutd derive from the faith of nations so¬ 
lemnly pledged. The second article of the 

treaty is 'as follows:- u For the future 

“ security of commerce and frieitdkhip be- 
“ tween the subjects of their said Mujcs- 
** ties, and to the end lliat this good corres- 
“ pondence may be preserved from all in- 
“ terruption and disturbance, it is con- 
“ eluded and agreed, thaV if at any time 
“ there shall arise any misunderstanding, 
“ breach of friendship, or rupture, betweci\ 
“ the crowns of their Majesties, which 
“ God forbid, (which rupture shall not be 
18 deemed to exist until the recalling or 
“ sending home of the respective ambus- 
“ sadors and ministers,) the subjects of 
** each of the two parties residing in the 
“ dominions' of the other, shall have the 
“ privilege of remaining and continuing 
,e their trade therein, without any manner 
“'of disturbance, so long as they behave 
“ peaceably, and commit no offence against 
“ the laws and ordinances; and in case 
“ their conduct should render them sus- 
“ peeled, and the tt /,espective governments 
“ should* be obliged to prdfrr them to re- 
“ move, the term of twelve months shall be 
“ allowed them for that purpose, in order 
“ that they may remove with their effects 
“ and property, whether entrusted to in- 
“ dividuals or to the state.. At the' same 
“ time it is to be understood, that this fa- 
“ vour is not to be extended to those who 
“ sh»H act contrary to the established 

“ laws,”-The British subjects, who, in 

pursuance of this treaty, have, unfortunate¬ 
ly for tluupsclves, entrusted their property 
to individuals or the slate in France, have 
incurred some degree of obloquy fom persons, 
who it must be supposed were ignorant of ‘the 
hrevisions of this treaty. Such persons will 
see, by the perusal of the above article, 
that they must withdraw that censor#, unless they 
have the presumption to extend it to the legis¬ 
lature of that time, and the great statesmen then 
at the head of his Majesty’s government, 
who did all in their, power to promote the 
intercourse, now reprobated, between the 

two countries.-It uever, was contended 

here, or in Franc?, tha£ .the newgovern- 
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ment-which arose at the revolution, was 
not bound by the treaties of the old one., 
The manner in which the French govern¬ 
ment executed this article of the Commer¬ 
cial treaty, when a misunderstanding arose 
hetween the two countries, was by throw¬ 
ing all the British subjects in France into 
prison, and sequestering all their property. 

-Was it not incumbent on tbe British 

government, when peace was restored, to • 
provide that its subjects should not suffer 
by so flagranl a breach of treaty ; The 
legislature and ministry of that time at 
least thought so. They immediately, as a 
measure of retaliation, sequestered all the 
French property here: for what end, unless 
to insure a mutual restoration, and recipro¬ 
cal justice?-—According to this principle 
t(ie late ministry uniformly acted. When 
a negotiation for the restoration of peace 
took place at Lisle, in the year 1797 , Lord' 
Malmsbury deliveied theprojelof a treaty 
to the French negotiators, of which the 
following was the eighteenth article: — 

“ All sequestrations imposed by any of the 
“ parties named in this treaty, on the 
“ rights, properties, or debts of individuals 
“ belonging to any other of the said par- 
“ ties, shall be taken off; and the pro- • 
“ perty of whatever kind shall be restored 
“ in the fullest manner to the lawful owner, 

“ or just compensation be made for it.” It, 
then provides for the decision of all ques¬ 
tions of property belween individual.? in 
the regular courts of justice; and con¬ 
cludes thus: “And if any complaint should 
“ arhe respecting the execution of this ar- 
“ tide, which complaint shall not be set- 
“ tied by mutual agreement between the 
“ respective governments within twelve 
“ months after the same shall have been 
“ preferred to them, Jicf same shall be 
“ determined by sworn commissioners, to. 

“ be appointed on each side, with power 
“ to call, in an arbitrator of any indifferent. 
** nation; and the decision of the $aid copi - 
“ missioners shall be binding, and without’ 
“ appeal.” This article was one of the 
few that remaineef unobjected to by the 
French government; but, unfortunately for 
the British creditors, the negotiation broke 

off on other points.-The preliminaries 

of the late peace were signed October 1st, 
1801. The twelfth article is as follows:— 

*' All sequestrations imposed by either of 
u the parties *on the funded property, reve- 
" nues, or debts of any description, belorig- 
“ ing to either of the contracting powers, or 
“ their subjects or citizens, shall be taken 
1 *“ off immediately after the signature of the 
" definitive treatyIt proceeds to provide. 
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for the decision-of disputes between indivi- " had to proceed in this manner toward# 
duals by the competent tribunals of the, re- “ French citizens, according to the law of 
spective countries; and concludes thus : u It " circumstaifces, it could not so dispose of 
“ is agreed moreover, that this article, im- " what belonged to the English citizen.** 

“ mediately after the ratificatio'n of tlie de- From this extract we see, that the idea of 
“ finitive treaty, shall apply to the allies of treating the British creditors in the French. 

“ the contracting parties, and to the indivi- funds an the footing df Frenchmen, and 
“ duals of the respective nations, upon the thereby setting aside “ the just reciprocity” 
u condition of a just reciprocity.”-—-When stipulated tor in the preliminary treaty, 
the preliminary treaty was published, the originated in a contre-projet of the French 
British creditors bad reason to regret, that government, and that it was resisted by Lord 
(lie execution of this article in their favour Cornwallis, 3S so unjust and degrading a 
was npt secured, as was proposed in the for- proposition deserved. It appears by thesub- 
mer negotiation, by the anpoiutmept of sequent proceedings, that it was successfully 
commissioners to decide on their claims, in resisted; For in the same protocol it is slated, 
case the French government should be in- that France renounced, among many others, 
disposed to do them justic^j. But, upon the this article of her contre-projet: and it is 
whole, they were satisfied that their own ' further stated in the protocol of the 6'th of 
government would support them in ttye pro-, i March, “that thj ministers of the French 
secution of their rights, as they did not “ Republic and Ins Britannic Majesty having' 
imagine tint by the condition of a ju.it red- “ met, Citizen J. Buonaparte presented the 
prooity could be understood, that the French “.note and projet following : The under¬ 
creditor in the English funds should re- “ signed has removed from this projet, every 
ccive his whole property, principal and in- “ thing that might protract the discussions: 
tcrest, undiminished ; and that the English “ it is composed, first, of articles taken li- 
creditor, in the French funds, should re- “ tcrally from the preliminaries; they are 
ceive such a proportion only as the arbitrary “ unaltackablc.” Among these the twelfth 
and unjiAt government of France should be article of the preliminary treaty is named; 
pleased to bestow on them, which has turned arid tire fourteenth article of the French pro- 
out to be, as might be expected in the latter jet is as follows: “ all the sequesiered pro¬ 
case, nothing at all. The English creditors “ perty placed on either side in the funds# 
thought themselves under the protection of “ revenues, and trusts, of whatever sort they 
their own government, as they had a right “ may be, belonging to any one of the con- 
to be, and not the unprotected victims of a “ trading powers, or to its citizens and sub- 
foreign despotism. They met, and appoint- “ jccts, shall be delivered up immediately 
ed a committee, who waited on Lord " alter the signatured'thi?8?fimtive treaty." 
Hawkesbury, to request and claim that pro- ——Tliuswas tile proposition of treating thd 
tection in the ensuing negotiation at Arniens. j British creditors on lire same footing with 
——Lord Cornwallis began the conferences ' Frenchmen, brought forward by the French 
with J. Buonaparte, the French plenipotcn- I plenipotentiary at Amiens, rejected by Lord 

tiary, at Amiens, in January, Ib02.-In j Cornwallis, and given up by J. Buonaparte; 

the conference of Ihe l.Qth of January, (2[) • yet most unaccountably, when the definitive 
Nivose,) as stated in the protocol, or official treaty was concluded, the last clause of the 
document*, published by the French govern- articlfi respecting the mutual restorationofae- 
ment,»“ l^ord Cornwallis demanded that the ,, questcred property was lefoout. The words 
article relative to the sequestrations should ; otnii Led are these: “It is agreed moreover, 

’ be inserted literally in the definitive i “ that the article, immediately after the ra- 

“ treaty as it stood in thejireliminaries, and J “ tification of the definitive treaty, shall ap- 

“ jn the'projet presented by his government, j “ ply to the allies of the contracting parties* 

He observed, that the additional clause of “ and to the individuals of the respective na- 

the French contre-projet, which says, “ linns, upon the condition of a just reupro- 

that i^glish creditors in France cannot “ city."-The immediate consequence of 

“ be more favoured than the Ftench them- the signature of the definitive, treaty to the 
“ selves, would be prejudicial to the English French credito? in the English funds was, 
,e nation, in as much as the English govern- the restitution of his principal, and the pay- 
ment had not touched the property, affects, ment of all arrears of interest, in pursuance 
“ or funds, of any Frenchman; that of of it. The English creditors demanded the 
u France, on the contrary, had seized all same justice, and the same execution gf the 
' that-the English had in France, and had treaty at Paris. In answer to this demand, 
“ made only imaginary reimbursehients, , , M. Talleyrand informed them, that the 
“ Whatever right the French government treaty of Amiens had no relation to their 
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ease; that they had no reason to expect 
better terms than the Dotch gnd Genoese, 
who had been the. friends and allies of 
Prance; that they must be content to loie 
the whole arrears of their interest, two- 
thirds of their capital, which had been paid 
off or reimbursed (as they call it) during the 
war, and for the remaining third, must re¬ 
ceive an inscription in a five per cent, stock, 
taken is at par, though the price was then 
fifty. So that according to this proposition, 
a creditor foi 6000 I. besides the loss of all 
his interest, found his capital reduced to 
10001. Some, in despair, accepted thfcse 
unequal terms; but their compliance was 
Useless to preserve even a wreck of their 
property, for they could never obtain a 

farthing.--Oth*-r English creditors, who 

did not despair of the honour and justice of 
their own country, applied to Mr. Merry, 
the English resident at Paris, for protection 
against this injustice. Mr. Merry promised 
to apply for instructions to his own govern¬ 
ment, and make an application to that of 
France for the execution of the treaty. If 
aoy application was made by him the French 
government treated it with silent contempt. 
•——Finding no hope from Mr. IVierry, the 
English creditors, in September, 1802, as¬ 
sembled in London, and appointed a com¬ 
mittee for the prosecution of their claims, 
who requesting an audience of Lord Hawkes 
bury, stated theiT case to him, and presented 
a memorial, claiming the assistance of their 
country against ^is injustice and breach of 
treaty. Lord Hawkesbury premised them 
an answer as soon as the opinion of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers could be taken upon it. The 
memorial was presented on or about the 
20 th of September. No answer was re¬ 
ceived till about the 11 th of January, when 
the committee reported to the creditors, that 
although they had reason to lament jnanjr 
opinions expressed by Lord Hawkesbury in 
the course of theiV conference, and although 
he considered them as having no right to 
better- terms than French citizens, (ootwith- 
rtanding his lordship was reminded that such 
a proposition was made by the French Pic- 
. nipotentiary at the negotiation, and posi¬ 
tively rejected by Lord Cornwailis,) yet they 
were happy to add, that his lordship had 
promised to write to Lord Whitworth at 
Paris, to obtain such justice as they were 

entitled to.-In order further to elucidate 

this subject, and to shew, at once the diffi¬ 
culties of the principle rejected by Lcyd 
Cornwallis, and revived (apparently in di¬ 
rect contravention of the spirit and letter ‘Of 
the treaties of peace) by Lord Hawkesbury, 
viz.«that of putting the English creditors on 


the footing of French ones, it will be uieful 
to state the following facts. During'the 
late war, the several factions that rose to 
power in France, pretended uniformly to 
respect and pay the utmost attention to the 
claims of the public creditors. The interest 
was regularly paid till September, 1796 , 
either in specie, or in assignats and mandate, 
tlie current paper*of the country. These 
to Frenchmen, however depreciated in com¬ 
parison of specie, were of considerable value, 
being receivable for all taxes and contri¬ 
butions; and while the law of the maximum 
lasted, a legal, tender at a fixed price even 
for the necessaries of life. From that pe¬ 
riod to March, 1797 , the dividends were or¬ 
dered to be paid one-fourth in specie, and 
three-fourths in bons, a species of paper 
'having an advantage over the assignats and 
mandats, as being receivable in the purchase 
of national property. From March, 1797* 
to March, the dividends were paid 

entirely in bons, which were circulated at a 
trifling loss. About this time two-thirds of 
the national debt (converted into capital by 
valuing the life annuities at ten, the perpe¬ 
tual at twenty years purchase) werepaid off 
(reimbursed the French call it) in bons, not 
bearing interest, but convertible by French 
creditors only into national property, and 
consequently to them of great value. The 
remaining third of the debt was funded in a 
five per cent, stock at par, called the Tiers 
Consolide; the interrst of this remaining 
third was paid from March, 1798 , to Sep¬ 
tember, 1799 , in bons, which, when issued, 
were at a very small discount; from Sep¬ 
tember, 1799 , to September, 1800, in bon* 
of another description, which had nearly 
maintained their value at the commence¬ 
ment of the present war. , Since September, 
1600, the interest of the Tiers Consolide, 
now called the Cinq, pour Cent, though 
sometimes six months in arrear, has been 
paid in specie. Most of the French paper 
formerly in circulation, had been annihiiuted 
by the direatory, or funded at the rate of 
about two per cent, by a consular decree, 
before any of it could possibly come iqt* 
possession of any English creditor.—.—This 
short statement shows how extremely diffi¬ 
cult it would have been, if not impracticable, 
to adjust the equivalents to be received by 
the English creditors for the various, ad¬ 
vantages enjoyed by Frenchmen during the 
war, \independent of the reimbursement,) 
which could not be'common to them. But 
the French government, to shew they had no 
serious design to do justice to the English 
'creditors, even npon this principle, had, 
since the peace, passed a decree, (evidently 
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aimed at them,) which postponed ail funding 
of unbooked debts to the 22d of September, 
1803; and declared that such debts should 
only bear interest from that time. This, at 
one blow, struck off ten years’ interest from 
the claims of the English creditors, and 
aeems, upon all principles, a direct breach of 
the treaty of Amiens. So secure was France 
of making }ier will the* law.—*—Such was 
the state of the English creditors^ when Lord 
Whitworth was sent ambassador to Paris; 
the well-known manliness and energy of 
his character revived their hopes, that the 
dignity of their country would again be 
established on its ancient ground, and that 
Englishmen would no longer be injured and 
insulted with impunity. •They were not de* 
ccived in their expectations: upon receiving 
a statement of the creditors' case, his lord* 
ship presented a vigorous remonstrance to 
the French government, and declared he 
would never cease to demand for them the 
same justice which the^French creditors had 
received in England, and which he con¬ 
ceived was due to them by treaty, unless he 
should be prohibited from persisting by the 
government of England. Nor was it only 
by memorials that Lord Whitworth asserted 
the rights of the nation he represented; in 
bis famous conference with Buonaparte, of 
the 21st of February, 1803, as reported by 
himself to Lord Hawkesbury, he says, ** 1 
“ alleged, as a cause of mistrust and jea- 
*• lousy, the impossibility of obtaining jus- 
“ tice, or any kind of redress, for any of his 
“ Majesty’s subjects. He asked me in what 
“ respect. I told him, that, since the sign- 
ing of the treaty, not one British claimant 
" had been satisfied, tRough every French- 
" man of that description had been so within 
one month aft?r that period." This dig¬ 
nified and firm conduct of. Lord Whitworth, 
so worthy of the ancient character of his 
country? promised to produce the happiest 
effects for the interests of the British ere* 
differs. A proposition had been mads by 
Lord Whitworth to Talleyrand, and ac¬ 
cepted by him on the part of his government, 
to appoint commissioners of both countries 
for the liquidation of the claims of the Bri¬ 
tish creditors ; and this proposition was ac¬ 
tually tying before our ministry for their 
confirmation and approval, when the war 
broke out.——After all this, what is the pre¬ 
sent relative state of the French and English 
funded creditors? The former received, at 
the peace, their whole principal and interest, 
without even the trouble of applying for it; 
and 6an at this moment receive their divi¬ 
dends, and sell thair stock, as if they were 
natives of this country: the latter, after re¬ 


peated applications both to the French and 
English govynments, have obtained nothing: 
such of them as went to Parii to prosecute 
their claims, and enforce the performance 
of the treaty of Amiens, (and amongst the 
rest their accredited agent, a gentleman up* 
wards of 70 years of age,) are detained pri¬ 
soners in France, The object of this state* 
ment is not to criminaU any man, but to ob* 
tain final justice. At the beginning of the 
last war, the property of Frenchmen in this 
country was sequestered te secure the resto¬ 
ration of English property upon the conclu¬ 
sion of peace. Is not a debt of three mil - 
• lions, due to subjects of .England from the 
French funds, an object worthy the attention 
of our government ? Is it not their duty to 
secure those subjects from foreign oppres* 
sion ? Are they willing to subscribe te that 
itate of comparative inferiority on our part, 
which the French are ready enough to incuL 
late ? Or do they think the honour of the 
country sufficiently preserved by protecting 
our own shores from violation, when not an 
Englishman can set bis foot upon the con¬ 
tinent, without being subject to contumely, 
injury, and outrage? Surely the English 
creditors of France have a right to expect 
from their own country, a fuller measure of 
justice and protection at the return of peace, 
unless some imperious necessity demands 
the sacrifice of their interests for the good of 
their country; and when the interests oft** 
dividuals have been sacrificed for the puhltg 
good, the generosity and j^ice of Great Bri¬ 
tain have evet been forward to afford the 
fullest indemnity . 

INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreign.— Some late accounts havebeea 
received from Constantinople,which state that 
"a courier had just arrived there from Syria, 
with the news of the death of Abdul Wac- 
hab and bis brother, whcPhnd both been as¬ 
sassinated while at prayers. The intelligence 
of this event produced great rejoicing in die 
Turkish capital, and it was hoped that Arabia 
would be speedily restored to tranquillity. 
Tim chief of the rebels in Romelia has been 
taken and beheaded, and his head has been 
publicly exposed.—Representations have 
been made to the ministers of the Porte by 
all the European powers at Alexandria,*com¬ 
plaining of the frequeat violation of their 
rights and privileges.—It will be recollected 
that some time ago, Mr..Falcon, the Eng¬ 
lish consul at Algiers, was dismissed from 
that place by the command of the Dey. The 
reasons of (hit dismissal are not publicly 
known; but on a representation of the dr- 
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fnmstanres to t|ie British.government, lord 
Kelson was directed to proceed to Algiers, 
and insist on bis re-imtatement'and at the 
•ante time: to require that all the Maltese 
who had lately been taken by the Dey’s crui¬ 
sers should be given up as British subjects. 
Lord Nelson accordingly dispatched captain 
Keats, in the Superb, having Mr. Falcon on 
board;' with a letter to the Dy, mgking the 
demand which the British government had 
directed. Capt. Keats anchored at Algiers 
00 the 15th of Janaary, and waited upon 
the Dey, who, after a long interview, in 
which he acted with great viojepce, post- 
lively refused to grant either of Lord Ncl , 
son’s requests. On the 17 th, Lord Nelson,, 
with the fleet, came in sight of the town, 
and capt. Keats again went on shore to wait 
on the Dey, who was thgn inspecting the 
batteries, and who refused to see him, and 
on the day following. Lord Nelson left Al¬ 
giers, to resume the blockade of Toulon* 
In consequence of the Dey’s conduct, the 
following notice was published in the Gibral¬ 
tar Chronicle. tr Victory, at Sta, lpth.Jan, 
■* c 1804.—The Dey of Algiers having re- 
* f fused to receive the British Consul, all 
“ ships are cautioned to beware how they 
" approach the coast of Algiers, or permit 
themselves to be boarded by the Algerine 
* f "cruiseis.— “Nelson and Bronte."— 
The Petersburgir- court Gazette, of the 15th 
January, contains a pioclamation for,raising 
eight new battalions, seven of which are to 
be in the service of the interior, and one for 
Held service.— 1 IT!© tranquilli y of Paris Ins 
jus! been disturbed by the discovery of a plot 
to assassinate the Fust Consul. Generals 
Moreau and Pechigtue and Georges are said 
to have been the leaders of the conspiracy : 
the first has been arrested and thrown into the 
Temple \ but it is thought that the other two 
have escaped. The whole of the official - 
pagers on this subject may be found in an¬ 
other part of this, sheet.—Talleyrand has 
lately been ill, and during the whole time of 
his indisposition the First Consul has sent 
daily to inquire concerning his’ health, and 
has caused his own physician to'attend him. 
“During his illness his business was transacted 
by M. Caillau.—The Archbishop of Paris 
has published a pastoral admonition relative 
to the approaching jubilee, which will be 
observed in this city, from theMOth'of March 
to the 6 th of April,.—The French say that 
nil the reports of peace which have latch 
been circulated are unfounded, as the court 
of London has rejected the last propositions 
which' have been made.—On the 20 lh of 
December last, Governor Claiborne, who had 
been in vested by the president of the United 


States, with the powers of governor general 
and intendant of Louisiana, conformably to 
a vote of the American Congress, took pos¬ 
session of that colony in the dame of the 
United-States, and issued a proclamation to 
the inhabitants, assuring them of protection 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, pro¬ 
perty and religion, and confirming all their 
laws and municipal regulations, and all the 
civil officers charged with their execution. . 

Domi stCc. — Since the publication of 
the bulletins of his Majesty’s health in a for¬ 
mer sheet of the’ Register, the following 
statements have been made by Sir L. Pepys, 
H.M. Reynolds, F. Miilman, and W. fle- 
berdt-n, his Majesty's physicians. On the 
24 of February, “ There is no material alte¬ 
ration in his Majesty’s health since yester¬ 
day."—On the 25th, “ His Majesty remain# 
to-d 3 y much in the same state in which he 
was yesterday.”—On the 26 th, “ We think 
that his Majesty is,going on favourably, 
though any rapid amendment is not to be 
expected.”—On the 27 th, “ His Majesty is 
still better than hewas.yesterday,and appears 
to bo gradually advancing towards reco¬ 
very."—On the 28th, “ We have the same 
favourable opinion of his Majesty's progres¬ 
sive amnndi-ment as we had yesterday.”— 
On the 2 f)th, “ His Majesty is nearly the 
same to-day as he W 3 S yesterday.’’—On the 
1st of March, “ His Majesty is better to day 
than he was yesterday."—On the 2 d, “ His 
Majesty is going on favourably.”—On the 
3d, “ There is no material alteration in his 
Majesty since yesterday.”—On the 4 th, 
“ His Majesty is better to-day than he was 
yesterday."—On the 5th, “ His Majesty 
continues to make a‘favourable progress to¬ 
wards recovery.”—On the 7 th, “ His Ma¬ 
jesty is going on in a favourable way.”—It 
is asserted that, in addition to the four phy¬ 
sicians, wdiose names are inserted in the dai¬ 
ly statements of his Majesty’s health, he is 
, also attended by Dr. Symmonds of St. Luke’s 
Hospital.-Several interesting conversa¬ 

tions and impoitant discussions have taken 
place in Parliament, during the last week, 
In the House of Commons, on the 2 /th of 
February, there was a long debate upon a 
motion made by SirR.Lawlcy for an adjourn¬ 
ment in consequence of Ihe KingVillness, 
in the course of which Mr. Addington said, 
“ that in case of‘extraordinary emergency, 
“ there was no obstacle to the exercise of 
“ the royal*functions," and after repeated 
explanations, further said, that there was no 
necessary suspension “ of the personal ex¬ 
ercise of the royal authority.”—Considerable 
debate afterwards took place on the second 
reading of the Volunteer Bill, which wa» 
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also further discussed in a committee of-the by the Bishop-of Salisbury to the Living 

•whole, on the 39th. In the House of Lords, of Windsor, on the presentative of the Lor4 

on the 1 st of March, a very interesting con- Chancellor.*—Mr. 11. Norman is elected 

venation topic place respecting the state of a Member Of Parliament tor the borough of 
his Majesty’s health, in which in answer to a Bramber, in the room of Mr. George Sutton* 
question of Lord King, Lord Hawkesbnry deceased. 

spoke to the same effect as Mr. Addington Military.— Late advices have been re* 

had done, on the 37 th ult., in the House of ceived from India, but they do not confirm 
Commons. The question of Lord King was the report of an action between the English 

^very pointed, as to whctWIsr it was on the&u- army and Scindea, on the frontiers of the 

thority of the fifth physician, yvho attends Nizam's territories, they state however, that 
his Majesty, or that of the other four, that from the position of the two armies, such 
it has been asserted that there is nonecessary an event was daily expected ; that the Mah- 
tuspeusion of the personal exercise of the ratta confederacy against the British has been 
royal authority ? On the 2d, some debate broken tfp? by the retirement of Holkar, 
took place on a motion made by Mr. Foster the chief member of it, *who4ias been col- 
to “ inquire into the state of the circulation lecting all his strength to the eastward of 
“ in Ireland, both fo sp&ies and in papers, Poonah, with a view to reinforce the British 
and the cause of the present high rate of army : he has also brought forward an iiu- 
* { exchange against that country.” Some mense treasure from one of his hill forts, 
conversation«lso took place respecting his upon the promise of ample remuneration oil 
Majesty's health ; Mr. Grey desired jo know, the reduction of Scindea.—— Intelligence: 
■whether Mr. Addington had stated what be Has recently been received from New Provi- 
said the preceding evening, in consequence dence, stating that the French, who have, 
of his hating had a personal interview with for some time past, Wen collecting iu Cuba, 
his Majesty ? Mr. Addington admitted that have, embodied a force of upwards of three 
he had no personal interview wuh his Ma- thousand men, with wlhtlt they intend.im- 
jesty, {jut that what he had said was on the mediately to attack the Bahamas: their first 
authority of all \hc Jive physicians. On the 5th, expedition was to be against the port of 
the order ot the day being read in the House Nassau, where they were daily expected, 
of Lords, for going into a committee of and where there was one sloop of war sta- 
the whole on the Duke of York’s Estate tinned, and a detachment a ot one bundled 
Bill the Lord Chancellor left the Woolsack men from the seventh regiment in garrison. 

gnd made the following communication.-Gen. Marmont has loft Paris to take the 

** The bill now before the House is one, my command of the Freitch troops iu Holland. 

lords, which cannot be proceeded on without -Cit izen Cuvcliar, wji 0 commands the 

the previous consent of his Majesty. 1 legion of the guides and interpreters, de- 
have now, therefore, the happiness to state stilted tor the expedition against England, 
to your lordships, that I yesterday was has published a concise but strong proclatna- 
bononred with an interview with his Majesty, tion, in English and Ereuch, addressed to 
amd this interview has been repeated this day. those who are enlisted, or wish to enlist, in 
I took occasion -*0 explain to his Majesty this legion, and particularly (he Irish cmi- 
what wt re ihe contents of the bill, and I grants in France. This proclamation is fixed 
have it in command from his Majesty to up ip all the public places, and at the cor- 

inforjp flte House, that so far as hisinte- nets of the streets, and attracts a great Gcal 

rest is involved, your lordships are at liberty* of observation. 

to proceed on the bill.” A very interest- Naval —It is said, that most of the 

ingtfdebate afterwards took pfctce upon the American frigates on the Mediterranean sta- 

Jrish Bank Restriction Bill.—On the 3 d in- tion have nearly half their complement Eng- 

stant his Royal Highness the Prince of lish seamen, who entered in that service 

Wales*was pleased to appoint Richard Brins- durfng the peace : when lhe accounts of 

ley Sheridan, Esq. to be. Receiver General of the war reaching them, four of them 
of the ftuchy of Cornwall, in the room of got away from the American commodore’s 
the Right Honourable Edward Lord Eliot, ship, in the b.^, and entered onboard our 

deceased.-The Earl of \\ estmenth has men of war ; and, at the same time, 

lately been elected one of the Lords of his brought*a memorial, signed by upwards of 

Majesty’s Bedchamber, in the room of Lord fifty British seaman on board, requesting 

Rivers, deceased.——On the 24th nit. the they might also be allowed to serve their 

Bev Henry Plimley, A. Vicar of St. country on board our ships of war lying at 
Leonard, Shoreditch, and Cliaplain to the Gibraltar, they having entered the Ame- 
lljght Hon, Lord St. Helens, was instituted' rican service during the peace. The Ame- 
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ricsn commodore, however, positively re¬ 
fused to give a man of iheroup.—About 
the middle of November last, *the Ameri¬ 
can frigate Philadelphia of thirty-eight guns 
•fid thred hundred and twenty men, un !er 
the command of Captain Bembridge,, was 
lost off Tripoli:. she was in chase of a 
Tripolitan vetsel, which ran in shore, near 
that place, for protection and getting into 
•even fathom water, she pat about on the 
Other tack to stand off the land, but nnfor- 
tpnately struck upon a sunken rock. On 
seeing fills, all the gun-boats from Tripoli 
came out to attack her. Captain Bembridge 
ordered all the masts to be efit’away, in 
hopes of getting (he ship off, but in vain ; 
the gun-boats got under her stern and raked 
her, on which he ordered pert of the stern 
of the ship to be blown away, to get some 
guns to bear upon the eneifiy, and supported 
(his unequal combat for four hours, when 
(he ship fell nearly upon her beam ends, 
from the tide’s leaving her: all .further op¬ 
position being impracticable, she struck her 
colours, and was taken possession of, and 
the officers and crew made slaves. There 
were a number of English seamen on board, 
who are involved in the same fete, and who 
from being taken fighting under* American 
colours, will not be given up by the Dey of 
Tripoli.——For some days past, it has been 
rumoured that the Toulon Beet bad escaped 
Lord Nelson, on the 28th of January last, 
and got out to sea: this report which has 
prevailed very generally, has not yet received 
any official contradiction or confirmation, it 
wet supposed to be the intention of the 
Frepch admiral to collect the ships at Roch- 
fort and those scattered in the harbours of 
Spain, and make a junction with the Brest 
fleet.—At Ferrol, the Ffench have four 
ships of the line, at L'Orient five, and at 
Brest eleven sail of the line, (three of which 
are three-deckers) and thirty-eight frigates 
•ndr smaller vessels; at Boulogne, it is po¬ 
sitively asserted, they have one thousand and 
fifty grn n-boats, &c. ; at Flushing the flotilla 
is -reported to be very considerable: at the 
Holder there is one ship of seventy-eight 
guns, three of sixty-eight, four frigates, 
jour brigs,, two cutters, and fifty sail of 
transports, with eight thousand troops : be¬ 
tween the Helder and Amsterdam, there 
are twenty-fear' thousand solders in quarters, 
fully equipped and ready to embark: at 
Hetvoetsluys there is One ship of eighty guns, 
one of sixty-eight, two frigates, end two 
gun-brigs: there have also sailed from 
Rotterdam, within the last six weeks, one 
hundred and fifty gun-boats for Flushing.— 
The London Gazette, of the 23d alt. contains 


several dispatches from Lord Ndsoh l- 
first encloses a letter from Capt. RaynfferQ 
of the Mofgians, to Capt. Craeraft, of the 
AtiBon ; it Is dated off Cape SpSrtcvento, 
October 16 , ’1803, and announces the cap¬ 
ture of La Marguerite French privateer, of 
two six and two four-pounders, with forty* 
men. Site was taken possession of white tjt 
anchor by the boats of theMorgiana, under 
the command of Lieutenant Lawrence, who 
boarded and carried her under a brisk firs 
of grape shot and musketry. One of our 
seamen was badly wounded, and since dead 
Of the French crew, thirty-seven escaped 
to shdfe.——Another letter from his lord- 
ship, dated the lfith November, announces 
the capture by his squadron ofLeRenard 
French schooner, of twelve four-pounders 
and six swivels, with eighty men j and Le 
Titus transport, with twenty-six soldiers, 
from Corsica to Toulon.—'And a third en¬ 
closes a Jette'r from Captain Gore, of the 
Medusa, to Captain Hart, of the Monmouth, 
senior officer in Gibraltar Bay, which states, 
that on the 8th December be chased and 
captured L'Esperance privateer, of two 
twelve and two six-pounders, with seventy 
men, and destroyed La Sorciere, of two 
twelve and two six-pounders, to the west¬ 
ward of the New Mole Head, Gibraltar. 
Lord Nelson, and Captains Hart and Cra- 
craft, express the most favourable opinion 
of the officers who performed the above- 
mentioned services.-——On the 17 th instant 
Lieut. Williams, in the hired cutter Active, 
fell in with sixteen sail of French small 
gun boats and transports, proceeding' from 
Obtend to Boulogne j he immediately at¬ 
tacked them and succeeded in capturing La 
Jeune Isabella transport, fitted up for carry¬ 
ing horses. The rest ran so near the shore, 
and the batteries kept u(, so warm a fire, 
that Lieut. W. was unable to do them any 
further mischief. „ ' 


PUBLIC PAPERS. 

Declaration, given in to the Diet of Ratis&pn, 
by the two Comitial Ministers of the Court 
if Vienna , on the 30lb qf January , 1804. 

( Continued from p. S95.) 

It, cannot be dissembled, that in the 
state in which the' affairs of the em-, 
pire are at present, the dispositions of 
these tribunals would never operate but 
in a partial manner, and would never 
be any thing but palliatives. The col¬ 
lisions in question arq, indeed, too com¬ 
plex and too, extensive; (bey lead too im-' 
mediately to general complaints bn the 
’part of the States; they are even too inti- 



as»T MARCH # *0 MARCH 1% mot. w 

tnately connected wife fee affair of fee in* possession* 0 f die Equestrian Order; feat 
demnities, and they have still too roach in the mean time fee "»n*f y ^larhattntf 
need of general principles, well deter- shall be replied to their g«rruoa%> few 
mined, ana which may accord wilh the new measures of execution every where sua- 
situation of fee empire, lor a juridical pro- pended, and that fee present state of thing* 
cedore to be proper and sufficient.-—His shall receive no extent, in order that farthet 
Majesty can never sea, with indifference, collisions may be prevented.——-His 
advantaee taken ftf this opportunity to jesty, for ^ the present, will abstain from any 
spread by procedures division in fee em- declaration on the principles to be esta- 
^pile. and by these medVis to accomplish blished,.a«d will in do manner anticipate 
political object.—His Majesty cannot thfe future deliberations. In the mean-time 
, Jther permit that his roost powerful co- he will persist in the principles which he is 
States should be weakened, by taking away authorised to carry into effect, in his priu- 
^or no end of the vassals and property of the dualities of Franconia, against the members 
equestrian Order.——His Majesty, gtided of fee Equestrian Order, who are there do- 
byconstitutional sentiments, inconsequent- miciliated. , 

ly, of opinion, that there can be no means •-— 

surer and more proper than to submit to The President and Members of the Depart - 
the diet thfc object, which is equally impor- mental Government of Zealand , to General 

tant to the safety and tranquillity of the* Motmet, exerdititig the CommandPlush, 

particular members of the empire; in or- ini', and tbt Island of Walcbtrcn, . 

der, that in the, deliberations which may Sir,—B efore we received your letter of 

take place, there shall be established ge- the 17 th Pluviose, we had already ioforma- 
neral principles in concert with all the tion of the measures which you had taken 
states, and particularly with those interest- by order of your government, to seize upon 
ed, that the latter may regulate their con- the English merchandize found in fee r o ro- 
duct accordingly. His Majesty has rea'on mercial houses and shops within this city; 
to expert that the Stales of the Empire, now we have intelligence feat the same has 
who have received from him in* tlie most also been done at Flushing and Veere. it 
important affairs an assistance so effectual, i* impossible to with-liold our surprise at 
and on the continuation of w hich they may the step against the inhabitants of this f/» nn - 
depend, will acknowledge his good inlen- try which you find yourself authorised to 
lions in the complex affair in question, and take. We have no room \o surmise that 
will regulate themselves according to his the Batavian government had the smallest 
counsels. In his patriotic solicitude, and inliroation of a measure, which is as extra- 
the affliction he experiences in regard to ordinary as singular/ or feat it has bee n 
the differences which have already taken adopted and cayicd into execution wife it* 
place, and which may still occur, his Ma- previous knowledge, or feat it should have 
jesty cannot help expressing an ardent wish, co-operated in it. All the lamentable bir~ 
and positively requiring that all the states, curaslances which strike in »nc «*»s«ion our 
and particularly those who are interested in country, dear to us, and fee inhabitants on 
the relations of fee Equestrian Order, will this island, whose interests are entrusted U> 
concert among themselves and determine ns, afflicted us in the most sensible manner, 
above sdl, in the most precise manner, by However it may be as to what has p«-H. 
means of a regular deliberation of fee Diet, as long as we are ignorant of fee m o twaa 
the general principles to be observed in re-* and the cause which hat led to what baa 
garft to these relations, as is required by the passed, we find ourselves compelled from 
essential rights of those interested by the duty and love for our fellow citizens, to con- 
new situation of the empire, and the need sider every thing which has been done or 
of consolidating more and more its internal that may be undertaken against their pro¬ 
force, feat those who are injured may regu- perty and possessions, as an act of arbitrary 
late their conduct accordingly; and that authority, which we solemnly disavow. W« 
.fee states between whom differences have beseech you. Sir, by the liberty of Batavia* 
arisen, may terminate tbqjn in an amicable acknowledged for more than two centuries, 
manner, according to this basis.—p—His and acquired u> battle by our ancestors, at 
Majesty, in judging this measure essential the expense of their valour and their blood, 
for maintaining interna! tranquillity* mast feat you will not convert that liberty to a 
require also, that in the interval, and until shadow, by persevering tarther in the exe- 
the Diet has come to somedetermination on cution of a measure which has bern & tried 
this subject, the present status quo shall be td great lengths already, and against which 
provisionally maintained, wife respect to’ we protest witlv all our might. If, in the 
•very thing hitherto done, in regard to fee mean-time, against til expectation, you re- 
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fuse to give ear to this jort^nd welt-found¬ 
ed protest, we solemnly and energetically 
implore you,"‘that the goods and property of 
our fellow citizens, already seized and placed 
in security, may ftot be .transported else¬ 
where} at least, that the sacred right of 
property be so long respected, till both die 
governments shall have treated and deter¬ 
mined as to the destiny of so many inhabi¬ 
tants, whose welfare'and existence ulonc de¬ 
pend on the preservation of their property 
and possessions.—-We have the honour to 
be, with respect, President and Members of 
the Departmental Government of Zealand, 

J W. ScHORtt? President. 

Middkburg, Ftb. 8, 1804. 


THE NAVY. 

Sir,—I cannot but advert to the speech 
of (.’aptaio Markham, Uherein he asserts, 
{with that regatd to consistency for which 
he is so very remarkable), in reply to Mr. 
Pitt's observations, relative to the present 
disposition of our naval force, that “ the 
“ low rate of insurance he (Captain M—) 

thought, was the best proof that the Atl- 
*' miralty had done its duty.” Now, Sir, 
let ns take a comparative view of the situa¬ 
tion of affairs, at the commencement of the 
late and present contest. At the beginning 
of the last war, France had a navy numer¬ 
ous and respectable, site could then boast of 
a number of frigates and swarms of priva¬ 
teers, which in spite of every precaution, fre¬ 
quently annoyed our trade ; to accomplish 
which, th^y availed themselves of every op¬ 
portunity to put to sea: Iicecc the insurance 
wa; greater because the voyages were then 
more hazardous. But mark the diderent 
kind ot warfare now pursued by the enemy, 
Buonaparte has commenced hostilities, with 
the avowed determination to invade this 
country; he has, therefore, collected all kin$ 
of vessels for that purpose, which htfc lias, 
with much care^, kept within the limits of 
bii own ports; and which precaution on his 
part, has hitherto enabled our merchantmen 
to pbMjue their destination, with nearly as 
much safety as in the time of peace: yet, 
notwithstanding, the Captain would have all 
the world believe, that die present loV rate 
bf insurance/ is entirely owing to the wise 
and politic system of the Board of Admi- 
lalty.——Fortunately for th,\s couhtry, be¬ 
fore t he conclusion of the last war. the navy 
of France was, by the skill and bravery of 
our sailors, reduced to a state which then 
rendered it no lunger formidable: but since 


that period, the French have strained $ver y 
nerve to restore their marine, and I very 
much fear that our exertions have been by 
no meaus commensurate with,, theirs. The 
conduct which has been pursued by the Ad¬ 
miralty, has in great measure tended to damp 
that ardour and zeal, which all parties for¬ 
merly manifested for the Welfare of the ser¬ 
vice;, and, therefore, what with the defi¬ 
ciency of artifiedfs, (shipwrights I. mean), 
the scanty supply of timber, and the pre,^ 
ture old age *, which must be necessarf 
brought on our best ships) by the ruint> 
blockade of Brest, are subjects which exci 
in the the most serious apprehensions, he:, 
long we may boast the’ superiority ot our 
navy. So much having been said by your 
former correspondents upon the impolitic 
and incongruous proceedings of the Admi¬ 
ralty ren.dcr any further observations from 
me unnecessary; but l earnestly recommend 
to the Public a perusal of the several letter®, 
which have from time to time appeared in 
your valuable Register; from a conviction 
that the evils, which ate therein complaiued 
•of, still exist, and which, if not removed, 
must tend to the decline of the British navy. 

-Captain Markham farther s^ys, “ he 

" should* be happy to meet any precise 
u charges, and go into a real inquiry wht-n- 
“ rver it was thought proper.” I realty 
cannot bring myself to believe, tliat lie seri¬ 
ously menus what he asserts, for he surely 
must be aware, that many circumstances 
could be adduced, which would render re¬ 
futation on his part a painful and difficult 
task, indeed, a task which he could not ac¬ 
complish ; an investigation founded upon 
good information, would, I am sure, place 
him in a situation, in which he would not 
be envied, even by r those, whom he has been 
. so active in persecuting arid degrading.—— 
I am. Sir, your most hearty well-wisher, 

March J, 1804. ( Z. 

* Whether the ships be hurried to sea half fit¬ 
ted and half stored, let any one inquire of the offi¬ 
cers oi the lire.'t squadron. Rope for buntlingS, 
See. which used to be the best that -could be ma¬ 
nufactured, was supplied to, and on board, the 
ships (n the late gales, made of twice laid staff. 
What was the consequence ? The n.cdKMit there 
was any strain, it snapped like pack-thread. A 
whole suit of top-sails, on board the^Cullodcn, 
was, by these ropes breaking in the act of taking 
in the sails, b)own,all to ribbands, and the safety 
of the ship and men considerably endangered; 
whereas, without this economical innovation, in- 
troductvd by the present Admiralty, no risk would 
have been run, no sails destroyed; and, this is 
economy ! 
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-D*ffi«8 o» till. Mfrf. 
ffhe folfoiWttg letter Cdhiai.aR «h* reader 
Will at once pOVwuvO, ffi#tn a thorough jvced 
pardon of J£r. Put. <It baa been drawn 
forth by tuy tetbKr hr Mi Pitt ttpon the sub* 
joct of the Cornl-btH ( but it jyea pec«uioti- 
ally into other marten!, rfbd, an many ac- 
eojirtts, | thii k it right to make «mr com- 
tnenjW' on moat parts qf it With this new 
the Ipir^grujhs are uu ojberrd, in order to 
rpndc 1 i u-fereace to tlvetn more easy Th* 
.comments will be found under the head of 
Summary of Pobtits ] 

biv,-1 You are certainly Jibernl in 

admitting, and publishing the observations 
ot thos- who diftf r with you, and I believe, 
that an) thing oi ccnsme contained iu them, 
would not induce you to be otherwise I 
do as«tie yon, that 1 have often, very often, 
read *) our papers with great satisfaction, 
that I have approved your sentiments oil 
many subjeitv, aud thit I have admired the 
talen •* >ou have shewn m expressing them 
I hive thought your work very usiful, in 
many 1 .uniat should be sorry to see 

, it sinking in Mtujjjition Bui, (a be open 
with you, it lus el bte met with man} aw* 
madv«rsions unf ivourable to it, and S al¬ 
ways f xteedmgly hint hi the justice ot th'in, 
when directed aga ns\ a degree ot stuirmt) 
an i d*.t miation, into* w hu h you sometimes 
duceitd, and. also, a part) spirit, which 
kads )oo into aofaumss 
2 —It has oitnci been said, ot late, thin 
u-cd to be the cist, ihdt vou aie not always< 
correQl in your,observations, as to the truth 
of sthein, and tint yon oppose measures, b|- 
cjuse you do not tike the men It is within 
my own hmvhdy?, thai you wire tota ly ig¬ 
norant ot every urcutystauire that tout ru¬ 
ed Mr. pinning and* Lord Hawkesbury, 
and, though J am not at liberty to enter into 
the detail, be asset ad, that it would prove no 
less hwuxtrabte to the former, th in d.sgrace- 
fnl to the latter, and, that the whole con¬ 
duct of the former, throaghout the arrange¬ 
ment* that were proposed, 00 Mr Pitt’s re¬ 
turn to ofoee, was most highly Credit jble, and 
acknowledged tube ao,by the pnndpal per¬ 
sons concerned. Ypu may imagine, there¬ 
fore# tint it 1* Urtplcassnt to read censures 
that are unjust, cud that piovc jfour entnc 
iguoradee of the teal state of the cose. 
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3 ^-With regard to j -> ir unfairness in 
epffcrtlng messmes I un disposed to address 
you in i onseqocnce ot your observations to 
Mr Pitt, m your last Register, On the sub¬ 
ject of the Com Bill It out object is an at- 
, tack an km, and not on th ■ / tU, and, though 
I exe&ftingly 1 uwent th it it passed, and feel 
♦hit it h*s as vet done ’mischief only, je(, E 
must confess, that your observations are fu¬ 
tile and nut nr, and unworthy of yon 

4 —Tne nmnal man is natonlly, I feai, a 
rbgua. en f wniteVer cive* lutn an oppor'u 
nityof playing off 1ns truks is lothe bad. 
Ibe Corn Bill give a sanctum to somewhat 
of b gher prices, and tb< y soon became much 
hightr, than it could Intend to authorize, 
and, I verdy believe, that Mr. Pitts single 
declaration th it the harvest would be defi¬ 
cient, went a great way towards ptoducwg a 
general < ry of its being so, and towards rail¬ 
ing foe puces accordingly. But, n>-suredly 
foe object of thr Corn Bill was to equalise 
prices tn geneul, and to prevent those dw- 
tiesung v mstions, which you yourself la- 
mented in A former Register, and, if un¬ 
luckily it bad not passed just on the eve of 
an hu vest, foil is not perhaps, beyond an 
avenge crop, it would have had tlu desired 
effect, n.ul Would have satisfied the farmer 
ti u he would alwiys get enough for his 
ctrn It the yield had been as it was last 
yrar, it Wodltl have been a beneficial mea¬ 
sure, fo certainly there was every reason to 
bHieve, m the spring, tbit when would not 
fe(< h / $ a load, and th it the t irmers would 
be ruin j dj and, therefore, it would^have 
b«n distrib^ to sreurp a fair prlte 
ft pi 1 export ition, of such supei abundance, 
as, in that case, we should hat e had 

5.—Why cavil at the expressions in the 
rej ort, u expect a supply," and “ product 
“ # dt the growth M Surily they are both 
perieotiy nmlli^ilde It i» not that the 
price is Ibh it e any thing to do with foe sea¬ 
sons, and tempt them to give good expect¬ 
ancy, as your friend would ridiculously ri - 
jntsent. But, that by holding out a bonus, 
tale may tempt nun to grow die coin, and 
bnrtg It to market, # and export the suj r 
abrtnlance. And, watfsly, the product ohh- 
.growth, ifc simply the yield aft< r tiflesliTj, 
aud you could not possibly apply 11 furlj 1 / 
my idea of ui nry to puuhasesupiily. 
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6 .—The gvear object certate%i^fi to give 
the fanner a fair profit, year after yCar. Ca- 
tuai high prices will undoubtedly induce trifl? 
to continue the growth of as much com a* 
tow lands will bear, noil so would a regular 
fair price ) ftod then? i* no question, bm -that 
the latter would be"'ll# more beneficial boih 
to the farmer and u the people. It jpouid 
bt far better.for him to have ,i 15 for^every 
• toad of wheat each iyear, than it wotricF&efor 
l»tn to have only «fSfor iwo successive years, 
ati4 Ji2{) the third. He i» led, perhaps, into 
extraordinary expenses by the extraordinary 
profits, and the 4th year the price may be 
Induced again to the lowest ratio*, 4v%ry ar«* 
tide may have* increased, labour, aod the 
value of every commodity in life 5 an income 
lax comes upon him, aod he would bo ruin¬ 
ed. To prevent these mischiefs, k n equali¬ 
zation of his profits is surety desirable for 
him, and we had all rather pay a moderate 
.price every year, for bread, than have it at a 
very cheap rate one year,! and at a very dear 
one another; to »sty npihing of the other 
eonseq uettecs I torn its to vaqce In price. 

- ’ 7 .—A jBjavket cerfjfinly should always 
exist, in order to encourage the provision of 
darn, and after two years of plenty it is evi¬ 
dent, from the statu of things in the last 
spring, that the home consumption was not 
sufficient to make a market; for if we had 
had a very plentiful harvest this year, corn 
would hardly have been worth carrying to 
market at ail. From ignorance.©f what a 
, harvest will turn out, afid which cannot, be 
known till housed 1 .every farmer will always 
grow as much wheat as his dan 4 s, in live 
usual course of cropping, will bear; and 
though other commodities have been raised 
from the excessive high prices that they ob¬ 
tained three year* ago, they have not since 
fallen, and therefore, the quantity grown 
would not, if superabundant, have tods d©± 

*i cable effect, add be a sufficient mdneemewt 
i< 2 < ibb former* to soar the apoie. A regular 
•ettled price WCttld lbave a much brtter ef¬ 
fect* and go further towards increasing the 
population, UMO your own argument, as it 
is of courstrlhe effect of two or three year# 
casycooditioo, and is as much checked toy a 
year*scarcity, and high prices, as it j 8 . efi. 
couraged by a year's abundance and cheap¬ 
ness. I lay it down as certain, that every 
farmer w»U grow aU dm wheat fyp can, either 
for the chance of casual high prims, dr on 
expectation of bounty j lsuUf five years of 
plenty were to succeed each other, toe might 
, be (htoouraged, aod to prevent this, it is.fie. 
ojeJtry'to hold oat the bounty^whkh so far 
atds jtfaw production, It is not blended to 1 
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add laripdy to Ids profits, only to make iterfi 
regularly sufficient, and ibis' would stop, the 
progress of the evil of raising refits, and re¬ 
fusing bases y fur the l«totord9bari*ceriain- 
ly a fair right’totbe full profit of rheir 
estates, yet to rriatfhe took ttpqo every «•» 
soai high price, tsto perpexoatefhe ntwCbtef 
of it. ; ** • •’ i • 

8.—Ail yoor friend's reasoning about ex- 
port at ion, appear* to nte founded upon false 
premises. ©fccorn shere jusy be a super- 
abundance, *tul, then as the heme market is 
too low, a foreign market nfiist he found in 
order to aupporttbe fattfier. But of all the 
other articles he states, we have never a su- 
peiabundance, and therefore, always a fpir 
price at home, and no Dead to encourage ex¬ 
portation j. and really *part of his reasoning is 
childish, and unworthy the subject, and from 
die lowness of its value might deserve a, 
bounty to be got rid of. 

<).—d do not know at what age you might 
[ draw your conclusions about the producing 
capacity of the land, but you must now 
surely see, from experience, that two plen- 
tifui yeavs gjjve more than sufficient for (lie 
supply, rind that one scanty year, succeed¬ 
ing them, creates a scarcity, or, at leai»y, ex¬ 
orbitant prices; so that the sustenance re¬ 
quisite, and the productive power do not 
keep pace with each other. Nor will a 
bounty make them do so, more or less, nor 
is the Corn Bill expected to have such ef¬ 
fect, by any of the four classes, for whom 
ytfii provide arguments. It is only intended 
to prevent prices that are extravagant, either 
way ; to prevent the farmer from being dis¬ 
couraged by such successive years of cheap¬ 
ness, as might give hiqi no profit, arui by 
allowing him a better price at home, mam- 
tab a juster equilibrium between consump¬ 
tion and production, when somewhat less 
s of plenty ensues. 

10,—I do not think that any farmer en¬ 
ters into the sort of calculation you suggest, 
about the future prior, and the disposal of 
fits land. If it is in turn for wheat, it ii 
town with wheat; for it is impossible' to 
decide that it may notanswer perfectly well, 
ns in the case of this very year, when there 
is an abundance on hand, and an average 
crop, and still an enoWHoua price. ]$ the 
yield it not gabd, the pace will be accord¬ 
ingly tomb, and if ijbi® good, it is surety de¬ 
sirable that a foreign market - should afford a 
fair price. If out own writ not. tf he were 
to reserve the producing capacity as you 
Imagine, be might vfoy probably lose more 
by* keeping it for a , ptenriftd year, Hiaa. he 
woukl by having a UMdcrato price only, in 



©ECEMBjBR|2,' IfB&kDffi* 

. «ii^itfar wiy, and |f a sofBcwnrf«|;wf^ 
secured to hicn^ he would be alwbyx, b 6 * 

Unfitted. ;. ■% 

Jl.«if3fou wgtfe as if the difference 
coqld be bptde ins few <l»ys.t.*fl**;pad of it* 
being shewujtk of nearly fourteen months, tq 
afef the «tate of plenty or trijafcity, end 
draw a lamentable picture of the effect af 
exportation* which. as it never could take 
place, under the eipeffmsfitQqex of deficiency 
at home, but oply^of superebpndaDccvcould 
never produce arty of , theconsequeiicesyon 


deprecate. . 

12 —Though I Jamenf'that the bill 
passed, because from accidental* circimi 
stances it has been mischievous,, yef, I think, 
it would, be unwise to repeal it, until a fair 
trial of it ha* beeit mtfde, cm tin average of 
crops, and of its effects, therefore, on the 
.prices. 

13. —I must passover all jw arguments, 
by wlikh you would insinuate,, that the 
measure originated in party publics, or ,dial 1 
it had any connexion with the new income 4 
tax, as I cannot but consider such arguments 
wholly unfair to the persun, against whom 
they are used, and wholly unworthy of 
yourself. The farmer is not benefited by 

a .casual high pricq, and yon are riot fair in 
your conclusion, that Mr. Put meant that a 
high price was favourable to the grower, 
because he stated that, at one time, it was 
too low—a medium is the best—for you can 
hardly seriously suppose, that the value of 
every article sinks so immediately „©n the 
sinking.of corn, as to make a low price 
most advantageous to him. I fear the value 
of such things as you mention, will never be 
reasonable again, amj Ivmc, more than from 
an excessive issue of bauk pajier, which you 
always suppose tn hi; execssi<vc t is derived the 
distressing depreciation of motif}’. 

14. —The price of labour.in this part of^ 
the country has been raised a liitle, since 
th^ rise of the value of corn, but by no 
means as much as in my opinion it ought to 
Ifove been raised. The labourer ought .to 
live by his hire. It is destructive of his in¬ 
dependence that he should not. But the mise¬ 
rable system' of rates is now always resorted 
to, to make up the deficiency between the 
value of his labour, and the necessary ex¬ 
penditure for the support of his family. In 
my opinion every farmer should pay bis own 
labourers} bot that knot the case; and the 
consequence is, that every shopkeeper, a»d 
person id moderate circumstances, if charged 
in the rate- fur their support. The former 
therefore, does not, as you imagine, suffer, 
in proportion to. the rise in ilie price of corn; 
it is fit he should, and that he should pay, 


} Mr. VUt. 
to feia gaios, bttt he throws it 


wf pro. 
off on otffirs. 

15*—it is the fluctuation of pricer that 
induces landlords to with-held basts, but 
they would, he granted for a sufficient term 
°4 yelp***.the average profits of ilus.-tarnwff 
were better ascertained, and could only' bU 
raised, when they would fairly fear, an ad* 
yatu0 . • ■ v 

iffS—But the whole system is at pkttt&tt 
radically bad, for it is my firm belief that 
there is much iniquity with respect to 
prices, .It is notorious, that com factors 
nave been ready to buy up throughout the 
country'all the wheat they conld procure j 
and most cenaitily .the •country mark' ts are 
now regulated by the reports fmm London, 
and by the state of each other, though at 
great distances, in a sort of way that never 
used to be (fid case. A rider will attend 
three and four marketwon’ (he same day, and 
it is in vain to deny that speculation has., 
thrown it*baleful eyes and bauds on tbe first 
art icles of necessity, Tbe pace of the runi ket' 
is not according to a balance between c on¬ 
sumption and production, which i#tufBci.mt- 
ly proved, in,my idea, from the extraordi¬ 
nary variations in price, uud report, though 
it may not make actual combination, (which 
may not be poss.ble,) has yet some effect, 
by influencing each individual in sup¬ 
ply. it is in tltis respecj that I think the 
Corn Bill was mischievous, coming upon a 
harvest that was not generally abundant. 
But 1 cannot agree to any one principle, on 
which you oppose it} and you appear tome 
to have attributed intended effects to it, 
which were never thought of at ail, on pur¬ 
pose only, to argue against them, antf indi¬ 
rectly to attempt to weaken Mr. Pitt's power, 
by endeavouring to effect the- repeal of a- 
measure he « 3 rnc<h You have hitched up 
mischiefs, that never conhl arise fiourt it, 
because it Would never operate, when ihey 
were poss.ble ; you haw perverted arnFmk- 
represented its purppSes-aud effects, and 
treated it altogether in a manner unworthy 
of yourself. 

17 .—Before (conclude this communica¬ 
tion. witlvyOu, I must beg that you would 
1 * cautious in the sniYuneiit* yon express 
respecting the repeal of the Corporation and 
Test Acts. Your Kentuvv tits have great 
weight, aiu^I am sorry to seeffuro incline 
towards tlie admission of seoiarfos especially, 
who are already labouring incessantly to rhe 
detraction'of the Established Church. You 
are very little aware 'of their numbers 
throughout ihe countiy, and of th»ir *nws- 
*chievous influenre on the minds of«he com¬ 
mon people. Those of the must discordant 







taw.-* 


(except a* to the stare of power which they u 

wight have confided ,to him) may a 1 

question, on Which it is possible that aarne F 

men may reason -one way, and some ano- t 

from the samededaraiiow and action*. 1 

It is not tny design to enter upon it here. I t 
Wb^t I have said was merely by way ot j 

caution, that you. Sir, and. your readers, 
might not e*pecV^bittl^'* wure< hf will ] 
not find. Ah thgt ( have undertaken is, to .1 
lay faithfully bdbrvym and them what was i 
really done, yfthd this I shall attempt i» ' 
the natural oiler, deducing my,subject from 
its origin. Qf course *1 slqiHvfoterspcrse 
such other more general historical matter ns 1 
may seem necessary^ or expedient for the 
put poses of elucidation and connexion. 

The situation in which parliament jtood 
at the accession of Henry the Sixth, was 
favourable to- the establishment of any 
claim, which the .two booses might think it 
just to advance. Under the two preceding 
kings, of the line of Lancaster, the power 
of that assembly had been gradually conso¬ 
lidated and augmented. Henry the Fourth 
came as the avenger and restorer of parlia¬ 
ment, slighted, debased, over-awed, and 
even surrounded with -armed men, by the 
violent and ill-advised -Richard. The defect 
of his title supplied only by the legislative 
settlement of the crown on him and his is¬ 
sue, and the many rebellions which were 
continually starting up against him, com¬ 
pelled him, even if his inclination had 
leaned the other Way, to. uphold and 
strengthen that authority which was the 
surest support of his own. . His son, the 
victorious Henry th« Fifth, pursued the same 
policy from different motives. Like his 
illustrious progenitor,, Edward the Third, 
while running the career of military glory 
and foreign conquest, he was necessarily de¬ 
pendent on those, from whose liberal grants 
rSone he could derive the means of success. 
The last time that be met them, he submitted 
# to them one of the most undoubted prero¬ 
gatives of the crown. He presented the 
Treaty of Troyes for their confirmation, 
by one article of which he engaged never to 
make peace with the Dauphin, without the 
consent of the three estates of the realm, 
in tne mean-time the condition ©f the com- 
mo up, individually and collectively, was i*n- 
jproved and raised. Slavery among the pea- 
Jftrntry began to wear away. 4' awi ^ rora 
f* time: to time were found, or were supposed, 
to be necessary for regulating the increasing 
class of labourers in husbandry. The sraial^ 
freeholders grew proportionably more, nu¬ 
merous, and *tfae county-elections became 

Tha rea state of the country in*tbis re- 


^cflpaci^ tony .., P # 4 

in geneaTwhat may be feirly called P A P®" 
lay. when party ran high At home, 
power ®nd influence of ‘he great lords, nttt* 
tuaUy opposing an<f opposed, afforded to to© < 
iliferjUMttKentry.and the mass of the elect ^ 


"el&cnhy of making either scale p«K 
ponderate according to their own honest 
pmfleoce. When the great lorck^pd 
fcnJgftU *.#er* absent in foreign 
former could be Mtilc coflsiUted in ?i caiwwsp 
and the place of the.latter, as candidates, 
was usurped-by esquire* and persons of sUU ; 
lower -rank, till restraining statutes were 
passetlV which required certain qualifications 
of property both in* the ■electors ^ 'he 
elected. As a seat in the H<>«« »|. C - oa V 
mons came to bean object of ambition; re¬ 
turns were irregularly and corruptly ob, 
tained, and lifnee new penalties were enact¬ 
ed to keep sheriffs to the impartial discharge 
of their doty. The dm at ion ot parltameiflf* 

was insensibly lengthened, ann the P r «*. 
rozative of continuing the s;tm£ assembly by 
prorogations was more, frequently;«e«ited. 
The effect of this was more especially ictt to 
the House of Commons: itrendered them 
more expert in the science of legislation. So 
l as to enable them to prepare their pet,lions 
more nearly in the form of acts; and it 
cherished in them a sort of corporate spurt* 
which united them airing themselves into a 
firmer and more powerful body. 

" from t he time that Henry the Fifth first 

s^Mt (though at a period a little later) is 
shewn ina-more lively manner by the (acts , 
stated in my IVth Letter, p. 804 ot thisVo¬ 
lume, and the Letter of your c '> rres P or ^ nt * 
a Norfolk Freekolder, (for which 1 return 
him my thanks) than in any-accmint of ge- 

neral historians. Upon ® ne0 ^ e J? t ^* 
quoted by your correspondent (No. 60, in 
•Vol. III.) 8ir Jolm hVnn truly remarks— 

“ This is a true picture of modern efcwy on¬ 
er eering, and such a tetter might be written 
“ from any county or town in the kingdom 
*, during the time that a choice for members 
“ was dependingand yet, this ■«^c'early 
the same election, on occanun of which the 
’ same editor had before rather hastily asserted 
the dependence of the House ot Lonimons 
an thegreat Lords do those days- The re¬ 
straint^ Statutes, whether right or wrung 
in policy, Ml go P rove the act J ,a cxlsl( ' ncc 

of Ipopular »P ,rit stiU tnoreea 1 r,y -. 1 SuC1 rC f 
; med£ presume the supposed evil to be of 

r adult gr^ parl - ameDt i 0 1407 

. the IVtn held three sessions, and aate 1-»J 
■ days, between March and December- lb’* 
1 W as the longest pailiameut whidh had ever 

. been known. •' 
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embarked on his expedition agai 
the government of that country 1 
cipaily conducted by'hwlfcobrothers; umbr 
,! fte < .tidi6 and <vith< tip? plenary power* of 
. Guardian* Of tile Realm: Tbi# vtfcglho 0 »- 

ab» 
feet 

! fpyqi anthority to<pe «*$' 
>f enabling die Guardian to ttiemnon 
Ona 'itieet a parliament Ih Lt* own name. 
Ttampihrey. Dbk« df Glondpotef, » aild to 
have governed England In that character, 
wbrnthe King was seiaed witltahefaeaVldis-, 
order. which hurried him 1o ap untimely 
Hendon''his dfttlh-bed gave the 
of France td the Duke of Bedford, 
.'#1^rinre, who to great cootfrfk tiftd consitm- 
* mate skill jo vvar adtMd’tivU prodence and 
qOtiriliatoiY 'tria liner*; We delight of the#r- 
the fayburite hf'die^jtebtrtej^ifts^nri- 


tion no l€sa than'’leTrc^ ert&nies. 

To the recency of Btfelswidme named liis 


youngest ftrc ftlfef,' tftd fflUife of Gloucester, 
yjbt* had ‘miitd of a aimtlar’ trust 

'more more, integrity,' and 
bbUify, to tbq general satisfaction. ‘ 

Tlyfe BisHop of Loudon had .attended, his 
Ijfovat Master ahrobd, as Chancelbr of’the 
Droiy of Normandy. 'Mis charge expi¬ 
ring with the King, he delivered up the 
great seal to the Regent at Rouen, f by ad¬ 
vice of the Duke of Exeter, the Earl 'of 
March, the Earl of Warvvick, and other of 
the English lord* who wpre prfest nt; and 
Ijiso, from necessity, as lie afterwards'de¬ 
clared, that the course of justice might not 
suffer *afiy interruption. Prom the state, 
perhaps, of the Duchy and France, the va¬ 
lidity of this proceed ip g seems hever to have 
been questioned, andthe Duke of Bedford 
duietly 1 assumed and exercised the Re- 
» 

T *jM^ as r '^ t s0 hdbie. As soon as tlfe 
King's death yvhs ascertained here, Lnng- 
|u*y. Bishop' of Durham, then Chancellor, 
"irepairedJfo Wihdsor,' vvitb.lhe Arcbljishop 
drCaHterbiiry,’ the Bishojf of Winch* sf<r, 
■iaiid other s both of the spiritual afrd tempo¬ 
ral lords, and there in the pTesence'of the 
^uke m Gloucester gate up' the Great, 

f ’ * Thfc King IttmseW; in* ttte tttft eight 
wars of hi* reign, %dl(f’*biy' 13 bm partfa- 
fpenU s the Duk* of guardian, 

Jour; and' the Duke of Glouoflster/in the 
4 »me chbiicier, one. ■ « f » » • . 

Ids was hi* own account to Parlia- 


'• +'Th; 

pp-lf-Sfee RolkiVoUV. j' H. VI N«, 
14, The bishop had also'in hiscustodya du* 
hheatf of the greateeal of Englaatf, which 
rc oftfi wards gave up at Windsor. 


% , • C W 

Seal to the infant Ifcingkf Humphrey tjjun 
took and consigned if to the. custody of .Si.* 
won Gaurtede,., the Master of the Rolls; 
' Whether purposely .‘ pasting by the late 
Chaneellor**s thinking him ^adverse to his 
interests, or in conseqocnce ofthat prelate 
declining .any share in/a transaction, which 
might appeared sanction the Duke’s .claim, 
Ho the rcgcncyy k mtlc^Vtain.f Twp days 
after* the same peers wfeb $uch 01 hers as 
could mwt readdy 1 |$e csdbcted, ;.micl at 
‘ Westminster, in the BtanGhambcr, and 
thrre ht'ld #n irregular sort®of great.coun- 
cil. ( Thehf first dare was to continue with¬ 
out intermission-,the .‘administration of jus¬ 
tice. They directed, therefore, new com* 
missions tube made out to the judges, the 
*sb drift's, esefieators, and other similar otli- 
cers of. the crown. They next took into 
their consideration the difficulty which 
existed, and for a long time must exist, with 
regard to, tire exerci>o of the royal func¬ 
tions j and came to a resolution that the 
qUestionopghi. to be referred entire to the 
common assembly of aH«*he> estates of the 
realm, to provide by their united wisdom, 
the best mode of government for the jfmon 
and estate of the Ring, 'as well as for the 
kingdom,, in 4 he-exigency'of their present 
situation t with which inleqt they autho¬ 
rised the issuing of the usual writs to sum¬ 
mon a Parliament without dehjy. W<- are. 
not informed whether the Duke of Glou¬ 
cester bn this occasion brought forward his 
pretensions^ it is probable, however, that 
he would not pass this oppo,-'unity of as¬ 
serting them, though l.e might.'cheerfully 
c >ncuf in ttefe final determination of the 
tonecil. IFe had formerly presided on be¬ 
half of his late brother during a whole Par¬ 
liament ; he foresaw that no*“one but him- 
•selfeould be ap]iointcd to’ act for his in¬ 
fant nephew in the ensuing session j ; and, 
hpwever tenrtcions of what he believed Ho 


Rymcr, VoUX. p. 2;j. 

:J- The entry on the Rolis. Yol. IV. x H, 
VI. No. 1 a, whence 1 have taken what im¬ 
mediately follows, has no meution of the 
day or place of meeting. But Lhe lecord 
jost quoted from Rymer, after saying,, that 
I^Simon Gatistedc having received the seal tin 
The 28th, carried 'it«to London, goes pn to 
relate, that on' the- morrow of the feast of 
St. Michael (Sep* 30) he sealed Various pa- 
Tenrf in the StwpOiamber* at Westminster, 
•in the presence of the Bislrop of Durham 
and other peer#. As this record ttenifc to 
ha.ve been made tor.his disofop^e^ he would 
hardly have einitted the CbU^dy.: jf itsate 
on tl^e intermediate day. 
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bch "° t r 4 *iMM^l*®b«Xrfttt«»* 'goriiirfirt their qmkcr. 

idm?d l« SI *wted tKie duke and approved fey hjm 
pie by whom he w« eel* .a. H fhfe procewltnwi.whidi immediately M* 

A toi* @u.i»e A»ph.^. c|.i™w 

which w** l n . ,- ,.-i_ -j ravegj# of the kingdom, would much «t- 

«i«re nojff^eakd, hid been pr P™ . c edi ^e space which you Can allot roe in 
.^led oti #fe pro^dmg I think it bet** 

From that tie* Jjjd K"fg; to sl 0 »here, than to break <#ln 

though by virtue ,i, e Zfrfr Wr of them.- Myuextlette?*ll 


the office, and 
salary fot it,- 

oeal to any indfrttitterif & great .public «»*' 
.porlance, trfe v*#n%&Vn]W?*«r 
proached, when it Wasindssperisabfe, «- 
cording to the juat notions of that day, that 
the King, or some ceprwentative of the 
King in his name, should fee present to open 
the session. Accordingly, three d*M» v 
• fere the meetpng, a commission v»a* atJOress- 
ed to the Duke of Gloucester, giving him 
full power so t« appear there, <u proceed, 
therein, to do there whatovar the King hrm- 
self ought to do for the good government of 
the realm, and *11 ifee dominkma thereunto 
’belonging, and finally, with the assent of 
the council, to close and dissolve the assem¬ 
bly fin short, it vested in him fur one whole 
afession -the entire, legislative authority of 

s* _. A-i' .Imi£ Aftmvnic* 
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umtaia the whole ©! the discussions on the 
subject of the *»f«tcctorVpowcr during lh* 
Kiijf* infancy.—^ am, Sir, f. M. 

MidMt Tmpttr^c. n» » 8 <> 4 - , 

gomelate 
and Comm 
(NUItt, it 
luauptr-rt 
of anas 
foetanw 
doubt,, be' 
tional hoi 
nought© i 

theta arid ribrases, in the « . t 

may become as .skilful and acrimonious as 


Wv rin short, tt vested n un mr * neighbours, though we cannot, by such 

afesrion the entire, locative authority of turtle their pride 

the rtown. He presided 5 *** JJ® ^ G r reduce !heir power.. The seizure of Sir 
•l° n . was read ; at hm J* George autobold's perspo and papers haa 


alon was read; and at his ^ George autobold's perspo and papers haa 

Archbishop of Canterbury explained th inveighed against as a deed of the deep, 

causes of the summons, winch he said malignity ana .perfidy 1 a violation of the 

to provide, during the tender *. of U» K™,acTheW. unheard of! 

King, for the .go^gr/vernanceof^ ^ p^dentl and every odiops 

person, the cniwew^on of «ter» ^ appeUatipn baa. in conargucpce, been pWf- 

and the due execution of the laws, ttese &uonapart6, iu abominate and 

curity and detcnce of the,.kingdom, atrocious author and contriver. The act tt- 

avoiiling every altamon to ,a regent,! ,l * truth, is not to be vindicated: it is 

fixed the attention of the two houses wholly * » lt>to f treacherous arid dj»- 


fixed the attention of the two hoiwes wholly 0Qe ’j n j^ g treacherous arid dU- 

on the choice of a proper council. ^ rusting prott**dmgs, to which the blind a* 

“ prtncipwliF StoJ** nations, whether civilized or 

“ provide for the first of the purposes wnwo w hea at war, too often gives 

« be had mentioned, some homiurab e «(s4 ^ marked with pfctttfiar 

^*rt;r£ 2 i 7 S £ 5 * 

, u to g> ve «“» r ” d J lce .» *8™*JJJ Bn d aubtle ewprpnees of one start, occassop 
“ the counsel of >thto to Woses, &ey ro fe* adopted by auo- 

should take such ^as feared; God, wise ^ and VOU have m little wasou .to look 
« men and. religious, hatmg f^f tou f^,‘ n 2tfSa reverence of the person of an 

«* of influence and authority , wi t-.a state. . _ & ag undeviati.ig respect for » 

t» be, >nd u I Sink dear, rf gi..»g wv » 

unmed above i. flie “O* 1 obv»|j* ofidoiUy t e t>nflition, ot wrat[, a.4 indie- 

A u^e w na otoiotti oo th« S 9 th Dot. pjliou |hat liralbr ,„ niac ^, 
Windior, ' ' . , . „? m*« 1 «g»lo aixi azafo. aud bavv tbuod 

wLXiSaiSSA- SSapouw to*, pdiqr Of - 








S r own country J^itaideythe 

ouse of Brunswick, ^'reiil^pl&kfrdra it¬ 
self of astxild andirregufarim elfertiqe of 
pp.wera* fh^ of vhidLfe .|bU ^or c ^^e 
$o loudly and grievously complain, 

History * states, th;rti#foe ycjnr i7l-A, 
Charles \X I \ had formed g project tafn**dq 
England, Bnd yijjpsdeep.engaged to rregatia- 
ti< to , w ith foe Eogfisb malcontents. George' 4 
jMBfort. living %twv«| from, dl#Bre.ot 
^ttPew various information of this couipi- 
M/Sfy op his return from the Continentoaused 
vknnt'G^|Jieubprg4he Swedish am&ssfdof 
ife he arrested in London.* -and. by,ly» r«tp»i- 
foton, B^rpn Goerta, the jStfedifo fe'ijent 
ip Jtjcilland, was-ii kcNvise arrested by order 
St'aia^Owieral;, tfcsir .papers were 
tfippi rend searched, , arfd^wnengst them 
yfetrp found anfole :proof'gof the swptttpd 
machinations. This foreign *mumtcu • 
jfrotifod ronipbjastoniAhment aad^egfc»;at the; 
proeeediugs ; hut Mr^Mpfoaed, the ifecre'- 
wry of State, -pleaded llie'virsg/ii* necessity 

and fosdfoa nd£|fippelmtoat‘ tsthathe 

SSfffife.?"*! tfdtmpfvp accaopJ of it 
erfocMi belled or stigmatized tbtotSghout the 
rest nf ftorope. Abusive language is not 
foe weapon by which apeh unwarrantable 
eto<*ercise of powefrfa to fats .restrained. In 
public as in private affairs, ferthet i»m, sua* 
v/tfr in made, is foe better maxim: tor whe¬ 
ther it be the object to coerce or conciliate 
the enemy, hard blows may possibly effect 
the,,.one, whereas .hard words,.’may prove 
a; ;*wteul obstacle to the other.-—A. T.-*— 
Z^ic, 1804. , 

ft;-^— -*——-- *■ 

> CQS»ONjmOK OP SSAVOtpOVt. 

yjfaris, Dec. 1, J804.—-The Senate, in 
pursuance of a resolution passed in its «it- 
ling of the 20vbof Nov., presented itself in 
a body *i eleven o’clock fob morning at the 
ftilace of fhcThuiberiefe .Having* been in-* 
trodt«3*d into the Cljautlber of State, thfcy 
w#e presented tohU Imperial'Majesty by? 
toslmperial Higfotre.i-i Prtoee Joseph, Grand' 
Elector, itfHfo mcdlency.M. Francois- (de 
Neufcbateau), the President, addressed his 
Majf»:yin the following termsir- ' 

“ Stre>—The first dtutbuteof theeave- * 
reign, power of alpeople is the right »f«af 
specially appliedto ftoxiamefitaj 1«w*t 
II is. this ibat confotretep i 3»*l eHfofo*. Np- 
vorfoa-, this rightihesn more five,' more ia- 
ddphndent, rnore ce«satt, nor robre legally j 
exercised by any peopie, than-ithas been 
Mhoogst ns since foe. happy jfo of Nhv. 

1 (f8 dwuracir*-). One plebiscitum placed i 

* Bsbhaiu's Memoirs of G. I. r. i/p. tja. - 
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the rei^: df.goverasnent: ,U jromr tends for 
tcuarears(.a focot%ep^r4 them to you 
for.fflTes TheJ^pfo^eple has oow again, 
for toe foi^4im^vnspi$$«od H§ will: . Three, 
millions fifo-boofo^.thousand men, dis¬ 
persed pver the surfahy of an tmoreuse tor***-' 
tbry,.have simfo«neo»^y,.vreto^the Stopwd 
hereditary ifoj^or Maj«# , f .august, fowtly. 
Their act* of ti|jt ooHtittosd to<>6itjOO 

-ybicK :.h»ve >ee*^vfewfied- mid. 
scrupulously > 8 not^t she-, 

dow-nf doubt 'itnthet-rtibepmg tlte stite, or < 
the number of those who flpe put forth 
their voice,.Qeitli«» as tsfoe sight of each to 
give his vote, t<ara‘*to foeresukoftbis uni-, 
vasal sufirsge,Thus, then, foe serrate and 
people of France aoaphnmjsiy agree foot the 
, bfood et Buonapaft6 diall haiHteforth be the 
Impsrial bloed of France ^ and that the new r 
-rsjstedjdijr Napoleon, and rendered il¬ 
lustrious by him, shall never csease to be pos-. 
sessed either by foe desccodams of your Ma-. 
jesty, or by thdse’ of the princes, your bro- 
tha#,-r-Th« IssttestiroOny of tbte confidence 
of the people,-and of .their just gratitude, 
ought,to tor fl&tteripg to j^ur Imperial Ma- 
jesty’sheart. It- is glofions for a,man, who 
has devoted himself, as you have dond; to. 
the welfare of hi* peers, to learn, tluat his 
. ttaote fllone is sutfiotem tountte such a vast 
number of rueti. -In this instance, hire, tire 
1 voice, of tire people is the -voice of God. No 
government can be founded on a more in¬ 
disputable title. The senate, the*depository 
of.this title, has passed a-fosototion to present 
itself in a bo^y before your imperial Majes¬ 
ty... It Cornea to display the joy with which' 
it. is penetrated, to oiler you tire .unfeigned 
tribute ref its foiicitatioue, of its respect, of 
its love, and toappjaud kseif for .foe object of 
this proceeding, m as much ait tbatconsnm- 
, matesyfoat it expected from y<Jar . foresight, - 
to tranqniltoc tire uneasiness ,of #11 good 
Frenchmen, sod to ..conduct into port- 0 -he 
barj|of theaepoWic.-—-Yes.Sirc, of tfife 
republic ! Tfiis,word might wound tire ears. 
of.«» ordinary mpaarch. Herokhe word is 
to,its pro|«>r ^Jace be%t;e him, whose genius 
hat enabled u« to enjoy the thing in the sense 
in wfokh it can exist..amongst agnsat peo¬ 
ple; yon have done mere than-extending, toe 
fimitsoffoe republic, foryou have estabif-h- 
ed iron areohd besev 4&anka to foe Empe- . 
tot of- the Brench'vfo'e-coeservativc prtnci- - 
pieeof ,tbe inwwrfs of aH, .have been intro- 
dated iot<v the .govemmeet. of oae, l«»d the 
strength of a ttronarchy fountjjed itr« repub- 
lie. For forty centuries-ptwt, tbe-rptestion, 
jvhich form of government , is bevty it«s bean 
agitated;- for forty centuries past the monar¬ 
chical form of goverfitobbt t*a heeo oonai* 
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dered a* 

aed the 4<de 'aecwkbarbour of tfye hoggin 
nee. Bat these" w»* one ^ng vaii^d, 
to finite dvithoui risque, tlw elements oi'ii* 
berty to it* unity of power/aodTbe certeki* 
ty of rtf succession. --This improvement ip 
ihe act nf governing, is an advance which 
hfapoleoa at this moment produces in -the 
social sciepee. Be ha* {fid &e foundation 
of reonesentativedrtpie*> he ®« not confined 
hi* view* to dtetjppreftnt existencehe i»w 
implsnfedrib ffcamth? seed* of their figure 
perfection, typ*t£tfcr i* wanted to theif 
completion at wst, trill grow <?a{ oftheif 
own progww. It is the libaoar'ofihe pre¬ 
sent ages the hope and (he model of futore 
ages.—--Sire,- the. .'first tank amongst the 
greatest -men that have done honour to the 
earth, is reserved for ihe founders of Eta*. 

* pires, Those, who have rained them, hate 
enjoyed hut a fattrl glory; those 'who hare 
suffered them to fall to ruin, pm every where, 
objects of reproach. -Honour to those who 
raise them I They are oof-only the creators 
of nations, but they secure their continuance 
by laws which become the inheritance of fu¬ 
turity, We owe this treasure to yaor Itn- 
p'eriin Majesty 5 and France proportions the 
measure of ihose thanks, which the Comer- 
iretive- Senate now presents 'to yob in it* 
name, to the magnitude of this blessing.— 
If a pore republic had been possible in 
France, we cannot doubt that you would 
have wished to have the honour of establish¬ 
ing it; and if it were possible, we .should 
never be exonerated from tbt^guilt of not 
having proposed it to a man having power 
sufficient to realise theidea of it ; ipcrsonally 
great enough not tetaeed a sceptre,-nod ge¬ 
nerous enough to sacrifice hi* own interests to 
the interests of biscdnntry. Thotogh, like 
Lycnrgm, yot?should have to banish your¬ 
self from that-country, which you WouSd'hsye 
organised, you 'Would not have hesitated. 
"Your profound meditAt ions have been -tupre 
/.han once directed to this great -problem; 
but tins problem was not tp hr solved erven 
by your genius,—<Sup»rffeml minds, strtiek 
with the ascendancy which so much success 
and glory so happily acquired for you over 
the-spirit of the nation; have fancied,ithM, 
ywnhad it in yourpower to,give rbat disore** 
tiou a popular government or a monardhtcxT 
regime. There was nt? mednimr hot a sod 
wished for aristocracy in France rbnt the 
legislatateou^htto tnke uieo s Boh as they 
are, and to givethem, hot the mb *t perfect 
laws that vwAd bo ^devised, but hke Solon, 1 
the best tliey can bear. * Though the chisel i 
of a great wrist forms et pleasure out of a 
block of marble*either a tiSpod or a god, the j 
body of a nation cannot be modelled 9a the 


sambjir'u 
life is a 


. It i* %»e, Sfee, that yqpf 
we t>f prodigies: but though' ypd 
might lu#e bent t-hetjature of things and die 
characternf men to*udi a pilch, as Uk v i;a$ 

' the masses of France once into the mouldpjf 
dfcraooracy, this wonder would base beftd* 
twtw bansHMt‘illusion shpyW we-haveCot# 
C«ri*d$A it.- *ve fthuuld only ha*? 
ehaittfffar posterity.——When, anr 
sctdflSwfcS, placed bn lie ruins of the,'tlSeps 
belwHlti& they could esfebli<h.a republic, ti*bpF 
intebtityt* were-mye: bcfofe sad exptncnCe 
released them mm the enchantment, they • 
. sio^fply'Wotshtpped that delusive phantom 
which they took f»r equality, We can sprak 
of an error by which #e Fad been daialejl 
for a moment .-—Alas'! who cobid'avoid if-? 
The papofertoT-renj harried aWng the most 
indifferent In ^pitft *ff iheei selves.-—II » 
said, tj|pat.«lie iqdhSlt Persia^* in order, tt> 
convittffb ihd prdple .oft ho terrible danger of 
an akpse of l^etty 1 ^ bsed «» employ a mk 
extraordinary castotn : tliev bsrd to itiocf^ 
late theniselvcswfor m;-sM&t time With mb 
phtgue of polifttdf' bbSie 1 *. When any 0 
their kings died, ftvf days were spent jb 
atisrc^r without authority or law's. Licen¬ 
tiousness was neither restrained then nur pb- 
rfirfhed afterwards; hhey ware five days given 
op to ihe spirit of vengeance, to excesa,'tb 
violence, to a word, they were five days of 
revolution. This proof- it is said, used to 
make the people return with much joy to 
submission to Jneiv pjruiee.-After fluctua¬ 

tions more-terrible than those of a troubled 
sea, it -was (bought that art* infallible amedy 
, had been di-^overed toi popular convulsion? 
in, a polygarchy. T lie depositing of. autho- 
rity in the hands of mapy, was better than 
the absence or the dispersion of this authO- 
riry : bta ditfefing spirtts, and opposite utility 
could not be-inrinded in the s.nie body, a*' 
the Marticheans used td.ydace two contiragf; 
Principles at the head of die uniserse. tt ^Thb 
struggle between ffiexdtwo principles vmilA 
have rmnihilated Fmpfe, if the course thit j: 
has Ijcsu taken bad rial been adopted, to r«^*' 
turn to a more conctni rated power. t 1 
- '[To Ee continue^,) 
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sSUMMAflY OF POl 1TICS. 
Agrrmabiyto the intimation ar the bead 1 
of the prestnt riteet, 1 here propose to offer 
some' retbarks on the. letter of my Correa-"- 
pondent^P, taking the srveral j*iint« accords 
ting to jhe onler wherein I find them, svilb 
ibis exception only, t%^rt liis second para-' 
graph will be taken first, because die firtt''" 
and -third par-tgrapiis naturally cr me""under 
;one head. , , 

Ms. rtSMSG'Aso Loxd H'.wicxx*' 
srsy,-My Correspondent charges me 
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iwti unfairness df fl^wen^^lfcfln^ ^err Lord POwi^^ary’^iBidoct had jbeen truly 
eonal motives, with ntUrepTcpen^tiua and di&nifiodL and frblf .gy^-Mr.JCmnipg yvbo 
' perversity t hut, naroharog tftMgsp»Pofog ‘ li^dt ' hpofr tfce'oe? 

end his coUCajgne, Low! he casjoa wjjtf&i ps. "■' '"jok observed, that 

scruples not \6 accuse tne, ft once, offsite- barfiy aasesitog this,'either tome or tolhe 
hood ; and, though- Jpfchts the^^daess. to ‘ appeared V^p meins satisfactory. 

JiftWf,;* laop-jfepte Ay roe~bjf the way of And I said, as tipon aid former occasion, 
**:tOM^gRofawoe ;^yet, the statement must, that the onfy facts which* the world knew 
' : ncoogdit * A f, yb&i ~ * • :e false; so t, • at. Wefts these: t^at l<ord 0awh**buiy had been 
*&%, mv iftnorranpe, is amoved fiafirrthe olffib^of /ojaei^i affairs j 

hf 0 .(Wne the propagator rtf fiisehigpi fte and that Mr. Oannmgljadwubficly said, that 
‘bat *t >* be .-.had objected to lM & ^|»d|M<tatlon of 

'i f wa» totally i^wdra^t. of that office un.brr Was- 

^JWIfy cir^nstance that concerned ]Vfy\ Can-’, h$re eqy yensure of Mr. Canning ) Upon 
.sjjityj^dfWd HawkfdMtfjt.f that he isoicgat the nagffy Canning h*fl made 

: JjpK-rty loonier into die detail, but ‘bat I may Lo/^H^btou^ rttmoval one of the terms 

:>• m^AfUtrai, that it »ooW prove tab .less ho- df .hfycohdesoendthg to joifi it ministry, I 
hpttwble to thp former tfjao disgraceful to didjindeed, observe, that, in any other times 
; the latter; and that, therefore, itis uqptea- : rhah. the.pfra&rt, such a person as Mr. Can- 
aaat to hear censures that, are^ nnjuft, aiud nihg |*Syiag obtained a similar influence 
*hat /jroiw my eutire ignorance of the real would hare, been matter of great astonish* 
atate of the cm*,-—“I wouldfirst begleave ( ment; and <b».observation 1 now wish to 
tp ask this getmeroan, whether, if WDe'im- • be understood t* repeating. -But, all this is 
pleasant to hear unjust censure of others, it no feature of Jfr, Canning. Censure of 
£an he very peasant,,.toh^fr - unjust ceiMinre ’-"Mr. Pitt, Indeed, might hence he inferred ; 
.oLoneseJfr' And, U it caonot bp, I; think, i t and as noy Correspondent does not allow me 
jssjU not be denied, that we should be very to makijsany' statement Wherefrom such an 
pautfous how we eKpress ourcensuTe to the inference cfa possibly be drawn, I m»f; on 
peffon against whpm ;lt » directed, even this account, have, according to hw notions, 
fhbugh we da it anonymously. Whether incurred just blame j but, certainly not on 
my. Correspondent has acted upop thisprin- account of censure of Mr. Canning.—I 
4 ple, or whether he has entirely disregard- am, however, not quite satisfied, with ha* 
:$d it, wild presently appear.*---! have, this ^ ying shown, that I passed no censure upon 
Writer seems to think, censured Mr. Can-' this gentleman. It Is nut pleasant to hear 
*)ing for his conduct in the elfaif elluded to. oneself reproached with “ total ignorance ,f 
What he rqay consider as censure, I do not of any sort,, and particularly upon a subject 
know ; but;-my statement relpecfing Mr. wherehh one has taken the liberty to speak 
Canning wilt shew, 1 think, that, according to fbe public. This Correspondent bids me 
to . the usual acceptation of the word, my be ** assured,” that I am totally ignorant 
ttnsun of that gentleman was not, al most, upon this subject, and that, though he is 
\*tjy strews g. f stated,, In page 783, that hot at liberty to enter Into any detail, I may 
V it was said, that Mr. Canning, before he Venture to ttate, that the transaction was 
“ would consent to, take office'in the pre- *, not less honourable to Mr. Canning than 
JS-oMg ministry, Insisted .that lord Hawke*- " disgraceful to Lord Hawkesbury.” What 
•f Bury should be removed from the olhcftof thft gentleman expected his letter to be pS?b- 
M foreign affairs j’ 1 ' and, I further stated, Ushedf or that he wished iVtobe, there can, 
that this report was,, in a great degree, con mm doubt; aqd, it will bo "for the reader 
firmed $ wbai Mr. Canning himself ssid to. say, whether his treatment of Lord 
in the Mouse qf Commons, where, on the Hawkesbury exhibits any very striking 
SBth of 'June last, thinking it necessary t 4 proof of that fairness, which be is so 
•state the grounds upon which he thought anxious to inculcate with respect to every 
himself justified, in joining the new iniais- dUcussiou wherein Mr. FiU is conceded, 
tty, he said, “ t shall content myself with Bat'before,I proceed to attempt to show, 
,*f vindicating my own coneistcacy. 1 ob that alt the ignorance of this putter does 
•af* jested to the adminisirglton of foreign at- not lie on m$ fide, and that { should not be 
,p< fairs, 'and that bets hem changed." JSow, ] justified ( ib venturing to make any Such 
.^J ask any .candid nun, whether this can, sratement as that, with which he baa fur- 
H'-wi th an y propriety, be called censure of Mr. nishdd me, let me ask, what pretensions he 
CsnmtigT In page 824, the subject was re- ! has to such implicit confidence i and whe- 
4^Hve l, in consequence of the letter of A cor- tb«r, from' experience,' I have not good 
^espondgat, who positively assured roe, that reason to doubt, I will • U&t %af of his veira- 
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city, but eertainlyofhfe memory, <$*of his CannioglCe Utter should give way, or, ia 
judgment* In p. S14 J inserted, ^former, other Mwphls, beturtiedout. Mr. Canmng, 
letter of bis, ; in which, by way of answer sit the umfc time, went to Lord HawkcSbory 
to a previous statement of ruffe, that la- to person, and gaVte Hindi ejlpla nations as 

bother's wages did not rise with the price of syere calcinated to hrai the breach. finally* 

corn, he said. “ S.tr, you are certainty ntnf* Lord Hawkesbury did twit insist that Mr. 
“ informed with respect to rite price* * of, Cjanflihg should “go out 5 but, by .way-djjf 
f< labour. As provisions become dearer, 'fpebditto Lord Hawkesbury, itwaiagreedfi 
“ they will rise.-without any, difficulty, fiist Mr,Pitt should dhs an opportuimlf^ptf 
f* They are- (tiuunys kept in, proportion to SO speaking, in hiWfflace in parliamen^'Vii 
t‘ the value yUihe. bushel of ieorn ; and, . effectually to remotte the ii^pression, which 
“ the farmers^on the one hand, and the Mjr. Canning's words in the nppre- 
“ men themitelves on the oihe,r, take ca/e Keiwion of bis lordshtp,hfet‘ly to have givert. 
“ to raise them and lower 1 bem continual iy." —K»w, whether, the transaction, as thus 

Yet, after havipg, no lobger ago tfaao the desorbed, be “ horurwraldt^o Mr. Carmine 
month of August lasj, spoken tome ip this ** apd disgraceful to Lord Hawlcesfury/'d 

confident and dogmatkal manner, he, in leitve the,reader th judge; but, I tbiplti 

his present letter acknowledges, (14th pa- that no reasonable man, wifl^pfetend, that 
. fagrapb) that, though “ labour has Been any thing ber^ofwe ? 3 id”by me about the 
“ raised a little, it has beco raised by matter’tended to give it a ipra disodtfttn- 
“ no means so mu:h as it ought to be." lagtous to Mr. C&hping ; and "I abo think’. 
This were a-trifle* ; jf he did not, at tfi# that my cdrftopbrweut P ddll rtot ftmher 
time he is thus convicting himself 1 of a persist |n asserting, that I ! anr*o, ‘ k tofa®jf 
palpable error, to, give it the mildest term, “ ignorant of every circumstance offlro 
again cal] npqiLfpe, in a manner equally “ case,’'—l should’ )&ve distfils#ij4, 
positive and dogmatical, to prefer his infor- this part of my 'subject 5 but my 'Corwh* 
matson to my own. But, let us now come ‘pendent hits, in going back to the forming 
at opte to the real state of that case, of all of the ministry, thrown out a cbtUengh'tiif 
the .circumstances of which lip chooses to the side of Mr. Canning. He toft, rhit 
Tegard me, and, perhaps, repllythinks me, Mr. C^nning’i conduct was most honorrrable 
* r totally ignorantlet me, since he is not and disinterested from the. beginning to the 

at liberty to do if, enter into the detad of end; and, for probf fie refers me to the 

I hr transaction. I do not speak from post- principal parties concerned. Amongst the 

tive knowledge of the facts; it is evident, in- j many things for which I have to praise GOd, 
deed, that it is m xt to impossible that I should one is, that I am not , so Connected ot ad* 

have been an eye or ear witness of any thing quainted as^to be able to avail myself of this 

that has passed between Lord Hawkesbiiry, mode of verification. But, ! am, as other 
Mt. Canning, and,Mr. Pitt; but, f have melt are, able.to form some, sbrt <ff j’4&g- 
bcen told what has passed,, what I tujve been me,nr fiorn well-known facts," of which, 
told I seriously declare that I fully beli-.-ve, moreover, I have been not an inattentive 
and it is as 4ollows : Mr. Canning having, observer. I did, then, observe', that Mb. 
on the 18 th of June last, made use of tfye 'Canning Was very Active in the effortriltat 
xvtofls above quoted from the Parliamentary yvere made to turn but the lata ministry ; 
Jwbates (Vol. II. p. 722), Lord Hawke#- that he unequivocally dondemued 
bury wrote to Mr. Pitt, signifying his Mis- as vvell as the measures ; that he was one 
pleasure at the conduct of .Mr. Canning, 1 of those who, to all Appearance, encouraged 
and intimating the impossibility of his re- the idea of a' collision with Mr. fox, and 
manning in office under snch fl representation I believe he 'did ir, by express words - as 
as was contained in the public declaration of well as by very significant actions; -yet, 
the latter. Mr. Pitt, in answer, gave to the ‘after ail this, . we did see Mr. Canning 
hp^gcli of Mr. Canning a favourable Inter- taking a place under a ministry not only, 
p rotation, and disclaimed any pari, either, very different from the or.e which’he had 
^directly or-indirectly, .in any thing tending evidtmly appeared to wi-h for, but ami- 
. to give to the removal ofLofd Hit\ykesbury nistry « which the very persons whom 
the appearance of degradation. I .will not he ' had represented as ♦totally unfit to 

say positively that a second, letftr did not manage the affairs of the country.^ still 

pass between them ; but, be ^jiat as it may, made a maj'i-itv. Ih: justification of this 

Mr. Pitt came to this deQs’^O j that if Lord part <)f his conduct, I have hbaaijJciddd 

Hawkesbory stilt looked .upon the otfence* his great olilig;*ii,ti*i and his unalterable al¬ 
to ho of ao aerioua a nature as to prvvppt tachmcnt to Mr. Pill; and, with those who 
him from continuing in place with Mr. think, that self-interest and gRuiikaUou 
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ought, by public mhn, to b$ pJfefejwd to 
the interests of the country, such liostificu- 
tion will, doubtless,^ satidiicldiy; with 
however, it is by no means saii&clo^y, 
especially when I canpot but reflect, that 
the means of creating ftie obligjkaoa capSe 
tfirom the country, end not from the private 
regQUfcCAOf the person by whom they were 
conferred .*-*—>1 bare are curtain other cir- 
«$l»*Un^«s. tbo, respecting Mr. Canning, 
Which this friend of his may, perhaps,, now 

§ »t worth while to enter into some de¬ 
order to clear up. In the month of 
iary last, a pamphlet was published.* 
the title of u A PiATH Kef ay, itc.” 
its object was fo reply to the pamphlet en¬ 
titled' *' A Plain A^sWib thk author of 
Iwhich was Mr. Long. The Plain Reply ] 
bias bepn attributed to Mr« Bragge; and 
Jr»tn several circumstances attending it, it 
iik probable ihat it was wnttcn by that gea- 
leman. At any rate, it bears strong inter 
pal marks of having come from unacr the 
pen, or the dictation, of some one in the 
Hjoutidence at least of the then ministers. 
Towards the close of this pamphlet we 
find two very curious passages relative to 
Mr. Canning. The first relates to that 
gentleman's disinterestedness, and is as fol¬ 
lows. M Come We now to their” (Mr. Pitt 
and Lord Melville’s) “ dependents. Mr. 
** tHuskissen is up to the ears in places and 
« emoluments. Mr. Long has a pension. 

“ Mr. Rose Enjoys in possession, with re- 
•* version.to hia son, a place more lucra- 
*» tive than the Clerkship of the PelL. 
•* Lastly, ’Mr. Canning hat' nit place too ; 

»* one which, though nominally held daring 
« pleasure,* lias not been taken from him. 

« Jgut this is not all. His numerous reta- 
« tjves are all provided for; and two jit* 
* % ten rf hit are actuate receiving tacb d?;oo 
« a year from his Majesty's Exchequer, at a 
** iipm when half that sum cannot be pro- 
“ cured for ladies of« rank and' high family 
« connexions.” Every just man, every 
man wh^ reflects on the amount of dtrr 
taxes, on the more than a million <?f parish 

a and on the five millions a year col- 
in poOr rales; every «u<ih man wifi 
a,k how the then ministry could justify 
these grants to Mr. Canning's family; nor 
wpuld it be impertinent to inquire into the 
motive from which Mr. Addingt&n was in¬ 
duced thus to favour that gentleman, to 
keep him in a place, when it was pretty 
■evident, that he j*a* performing the duties 
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came to keep that place; bow lie fame to 
bald anything at the pleasure of Mr. Ad- 
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dington, and moBf'.pspecraHy how he came 
l« Suffer his sitters to depend, in any de¬ 
gree, upon the boputy of that gentleman, 
and to expose there, to the effects of a pub¬ 
lication such as that from whit h the fact 
ha 1 - been quoted Tbjis.pamphlel was pub¬ 
lished abcMtl ten months sgo. Upon this 
part of it f have npver lizard a word by way 
of qontmUptipn. X ha\* heard it censured 
for a wattf'Ot liberality ; censure, jn my opi¬ 
nion, quite unmerited} ftfc, if the fact be 
true, it canuot be rt-aderco too notorious; 
apd, if it be fulse, t hereby offer ray pages 
as a vehicle for ll^e icoutiadictiop. v—'J'he 
other passage, above alluded to, closes tbe 
pamphlet, and it is well worthy ot 'atten¬ 
tion Mr. Robert Wind, in.his pamphlet, 
published coder the signaluic o( “ A Mnn- 
“ lfcr of Parliament,’" had said, ,that Mr, 
Canning was,known, fiora the moment Mr. 
Pitt and his colleagues resigned, to have 
^disapproved the cjtoica^of their successors y 
that be protested against it at the time, and 
bad continued In', piotest ever since. Upon 
which the Plain Reply asks the following 
nurkqd and significant ^question. “ Will 
“ this same Mrinbei of Parliament affirm, 
“ that Mr. Canning has, at no time, re- 
“ traded his proiett, 01 repealed of hi* op- 
” position; that ho has uevei shown adis- 
“ position to take office under Mr. Adding- 
“ ton?" This qorstion has never been an¬ 
swered either by Mr. Robert Ward or bv 
any body else; and, I has u heard, and 1 
sincerely believe, that Mr. Addington would 
tug find it difficult to prove, that, by some 
I means of other, lie hud nearly subdued the 
disapprobation of Mr.fanning; and that, 
at one particular time, bo had, by some 
measure of wisdom without doubt, so far 
reconciled his administration* to Mr. Can¬ 
ning, that that gentleman did actually con¬ 
descend to signify his willingness to take a 
place in it.—— Here I clo.se tins part oTxbe 
subject, hoping that my conespondent P. 
will speedily avail himself of tbe opporUA 
nity that I pliers him u f presenting tbe pub¬ 
lic with the explanations that he may think 
necessary, relative* to the new matter, 
which his letter-baa induced me to bring 
forward. 

Liberty or tub Paras.——In the ist 
and jd paragraphs qf his letter mycoire- 
s|jo«dent P, expresses bis disapprobation of 
the manner, i« which, “ of late” (since Mr. 
Pitt becalhe,minister, 1 suppose i tbe Re¬ 
gister has hnpn conducted. He did csteerr- 
of no ^dui*- - But, such inquiry does not set I it,and fbu||pr}uch in it te admire (ldare say 
avide our right to ask, how Mr. Canning b that was when Mr. Addington was in office), 
“ 1 “ w —‘' “ ‘—“ *“ and would bd aairjr to see it shaking «n,eata* 

mature; but) be has, “ of 4w>” heard 
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Wnyanitoadv-sn'tons ©a if, and ItSi been j rll.tj—askinchini, jvbit spirit tto 
compelled 'lb stokpovtffefge their justice, J irafcfoatelby, I should lib to^Mr what 
wheddirected against a decree of ScuT- ale hisweckuis about parties. Does he 
«* rility iad defamatio^* to which,.be siVs think, tBtti ttiete ought to be no parties ? 

I sometinjesdiesccndt--^*—IP I were Id-call When'Mn Pitt is nested at'(he Treasury* 
Upou-this gen dean an, this partisSn'of Mrl jjftbnps, htfctioe* *, bat, it is evident 1 , that k® 
Pitt and his “ young friends/ hi* tfe v; ^ht parties ' very useful in turning tit|l 

finger upoii a «Ctari4k^s passage Bilk. Pit! 1 # predecessor. If he ailows/thai 

volume of. the'Register, liwtatice; 1 patties ougatto exist, they must camtsfcof . 
think hewduld*h« very'mdffbjriifc stilled to' meh,*and those men mast, 'in some degfpe; 
find it oat; and, as t# Mr: Pitt,' round be actuated by a phrty spirit. This spVjf; * 
whose person b$ ; <#ishes*6' dr&wa robe of ought certainly to he regulated by soi^a. 
sanctity, I defy him In fmd, from my pen, pabiicppinciple. ThegoOdof the country , 
one- single phrase; Which; by any pbsctbl'e .ooghtrnever to be left sight off; bift, ntfthef 
contortion, cCn be *ty led-Scttrritou?: *• Dc- bogbt'ffie predominance of tbe psrty ever to , 
K femation !" Why to dfefhroC is to libe!; be lost sight of j because, by tbat predomi* 
and to libel is to comtpifaCrintC! This gen* nance the good of the country is proposed to 
tlematt pretends to ihin% me wanting in beprontoted by every true party-man. He 
point of lairnssv an&iiberulityy b8thi%jevi- whomakea fli^pwn influence in -the party, 

. dent expectation that I shouW ..gjjjrolish his or M tjhe country, his main object, h.eo 
letter, fully proves thal he, Itottom, en- party (ban ; he is a selfish man, and will *£r 
tertai ns an estiret ly opposite opihion of me. ways be found ready to leave, or to join; any 

•-As he has not thought ffcroppr tp point* side oratiy aetv if bis own private views cad, 

out any pari of the Register Other than that thereby fee served. A writer on public mea- 
upon which he was immediately Comment- sores has, therefore, two duties to perfibptai 
ingy we must gather bis principles upon the the oOe is to represent the measure, in ita , 

subject of the iibarty of the press from what tide light; the other, tomake hia represent 

he his here pointed odt as objeCtio»able.— tation conducive to his general purpose of 
He com plains, that toy “ object wan attack supporting the party whose predominance he 
oo u Mr.PHi i md not on the ojrn*if/T.”And, regards as'utefuf to the country, and some- 
I must first of all hseg the reader to rernem- times, as in the present case, necessary to 

ber, that it is a friend and adtoircr of Me. ijts safety and its independence. To nti), 

Canning who complains of this; of that therefore, against party-motives, discovers a 
Mr. Canning, who cried, “ away with the want of consideration. If there htc parties, 

4 ‘ measures and "give us the men!” Oh! men most, in a certain degree, act from 
his friend will say, but the men, at that party thotives to -the discussion of every 
time, were different front the present men. public measure; and, there is no way of 
In short, Mr. Hitt’was not then minister.— preventing this but .by patting an end to all 
But, mu*t not a pestoh, who had read'the parties, which, Mr. Ritt being again io 
whole of my letter to Mr. Put 'Upon the dace, I dare say my Correspondetijt would 
corn-bill, have obtained a pretty complete be very glad to do. —— But, his doctrine, ■ 
mastery over* ruth, ©r over bis senses, be- - when We consider it. US opening under tie, 
ford he could bring himself to ,assert, thud head of'libels Is of $ monstrous nature inr 
theobject of my attack was •* not the cord- deed. You attack the Corn Bill ij} ap-r 
“^ill r Hesnys, that my observationsJjhe pearaoce, .says h«, but* your real object* of 
futile and unfair, and. that he cannot agree attack is Mr. Htt: you attack the Corn Bilk 
to anyone principle, upon which I have directly, but Mr. ftit indirectly: youwbh 
argued against the bill. This may hut but tocause the bill to be repealed, but this.it 
I have argued against the bit!; the argu- forthe purpose of annoying Mr, Pitt: yod 
ments are against the hill, and not against artsf enmeavouring to “ weaken Mr. Putt. 
Mr. Pitt, whose motives for supporting the i ** pawerby effecting tht repeal ,of a toea.- 
bill^are not at ail discussed; but, on the ** sore be carried!” From the concluaioij 
contrary, who is, in some degree, defoitded that this clirectly points to there is but oi;e 
against the charge of party tnevWesconfain- step to downright literal gagging; and, ac- 
«a in riie snggestfon of the Edinburgh Se-, cording to my motto, if notions like tbr^ 
viewers, ’ziiis rmrtisati iJf Mr. £itt u feds were to prevail, this must be neatdv the la?t 
* k that the‘bill’aas done mischief} he ex- day on„which any man would dare to oimr 
“ ceedingly laments that U passed}’* and yet bis pen or to open his lips, open t be *nbj r.c 
writ not behove that it could be the red* of public men pr public tneasurc-T* M-jrk 
tobject of a^tfittadf. T must, he thinks, and well his notion about “ weakeni/'y tie 
indeed k / s&eftijt i befiotntttod by « pertrty «pi- “ power of the minister ” by causing tlic iw 
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jteat of a law which he carried L law** he 
they what they Will, 'must, then, IWst: you 
sou it not call for their repeal: yOmmmt tuft 


even endeavour to ili@w the wisdom Ar tm 
necessity of i opeating tffem, lestyoO should 
thereby weaken the power of thfc mimstet) 
fad foe minister is, of coarse, justified ip 
resisting «i*eh endeavours, and in persevering 
in every, law, howdver calamitous ita con* 
atqtientns! Perhaps tins gentleman would 
bo^tepMrd to allow mettbei s of parliament, 
fcfajjgio U»r places, to speak against the 
Darn Bit! He makes no such exception, 
limned, flfjf does his principle admit of it j 
,foyV every endeavour, jvberever add*how-* 
%«/ ftuuia, ‘to «au«e alaw to be repealed, is, 
accord ag tp hiaj. an etdjprvuur fo weaken 
the power of the onnrtfei, by wife* file law 
has been carried otdl. aoppslpg, how¬ 
ever, that he meant to naake'nkis exception, 
he destroys the press, as far as relates to the 
foemure* of m n«* er> of state, and away goes 
that famous palladium of fortnsb freedom.— 
** Attack ilte measure, ana not foe man." 
^Thia is the old cant Bat, how ace you to 
fjparate the mensmre from the mao ? How 
•tpypu to discussthe former, I do not lay 
fredy, but at all, without discussing die con¬ 
duct of the Utter, and Without affecting (if 
ypar jbscussion hat any effect) hjb character 
test a Statesman, and b|» inierestVf course f 
iff endeavouring to,sh* w that tbe measure 
taWpak or wicked, you are almost of ne- 
cesrity, endeavouring to show the weakness 
or wickedness of its contriver and supporter j 
hud* according to ihis new fattgled doctrine, 
your crime is to a direct proportion to the 
Sacco* of your efforts, and tire patadox of 
Lord Mansfield bt comes a plain fart: “ the 
** greater the truth, tbe greater the libel," 

4 Th.s writer does not charge We with a dneSt 
attack upon Mtj, Pu* * •* you attack t»ui 
*• indirectly," *ay» h<4“ through Ins mca* j 
* lure "And tins is “ defamation," because | 
«tftefis to •* weakeo ( hi« power,” and, con- 
aeqWtptly to drive bun jErpm his place I Did 
| eWst|pect to hear, not the people of En¬ 
gland, not any class of politicians or persona 
tn England, did t ever expect, could 1 ever 
have (* peeled, id hear one single man m 
England seriously hold language like this P 
Every thing bearing any aihn ty to freedom 
of discussion or of opinion, Alls promote be¬ 
fore a doctrine like this; and, could it pre¬ 
vail, I know of no description o( beings that 
walk upon two legs, wbq ought to envy us 
ouf lot, which would he beyood ill com- 
l partson worn I hart that of those Fretetjhmen, 
j whonir a this re-pect, we Slfect to despise } 
because ihi-y are not satined with the name 
t of liberty 0 f the press, Iheie is no possible 


ltm+ 

extent to which fob doctrine would nbt 
beach. On tbe *u$ect Of dm Volunteer 
System* for bwtimce, 4 think myself a much 
J better judge than Fm. 1 kpokr more 
of the training* of feldten; tnore ot their 
tempers sard mandafo t more of their feel¬ 
ings add afativer in all (heir various altua T 
riomi tetafp of the organisation, the econo¬ 
my and dtidpHioe of a baMsflon \ not only 
tnore of afttnit than ifr.Fitt now knows, 
hut more than hem* can know at long as 
he lives, If he lives for iotyf years loncer, 
and continues with hip corpse)) the tune. 
Yet, because be has chaaen tq clothe him- 
self in solrlet, to gird hta waist with a sash, 
to hang a sword fjgtton hu thigh, fe put a 
cockade labia lid call hinwif a co- 
load, $. am to hold my fongtte, or, at leasts 
•mwWag, $ e*l; in spprobation of h!s mji* 
btaty srib^ei, uwfgp exactly ^contrary to 
the evidence of mydSpses. ! e«t, by speaking 
njgr tap#, I should ‘'weaken his power, 
'and thereby ppwfoly fasten the lots of his 

f lsoe. If, daripg the administration of Mr, 
tit, I shoW that the saltan has declined ? 
that tbe liberties of thli people hare been 
greatly abridged, that the poor rate* have 
been mejre than doub^; that confidence haa 
been destroyed between landlord and tenant; 
that tbe only effectual check upon, the Sank 
haa been removed ; that the country has 
been inundated with pager, while gold and 
atloar have disappeared i that paper notes 
down to foe amount of a few shillings m 
England, and so low as sixpence m Ireland, 
are in circulation , that the country has 
bee* degraded tn foe ryes of the world, 
that she has abandoned her allies , that she 
lute Abandoned even kk Own honours won 
by our folhers j that her enemy has been 
exalted above her , and that the is now 
trembling on th- verge of destruction : if 
(say tins, lani, arcording to this new doc¬ 
trine, guilty of a heinous offence, hut, if I 
flwtit, there ere uot in the world tinhorn 
to infiiotou toe torments adequate 

to my deserts.-And, as to tbe time, 

too} daws this ^enrleraBtt think, that the 
most effectual way of tawing the people to 
exertions and sacrifices in defence of the 
constitution, u, to lender it not worth de¬ 
fending ? Those who thought with me, 
that rigorous measures and law* were ne¬ 
cessary to preserve foe country from the 
oontagiOQ of French anarchy, ought, ono 
would imagine, now to think with me, that 
such measures and laws are no longer ne¬ 
cessary j but, oo the contrary, that we 
( should be upon qur gourd against French 
despotism; for, I sc* no reason that the 
latter should uot be catching as well as thn 
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’ftrmcr.A tt)'5o.Ut^ria^wriier p&'y&Wiiby f, ««• and ipfotcdfon, duality, toe 

^^ fflirosca, seem to ^r«to«^d' t^iio.e dafo4' en«Uve£$y the “ palladium of frtotMnenl* 



“ amongstoMons, there 
" consolatldn for that ' foasif 
*‘ which the comtemplatfori «f 


.. fm 

I'toe wtOe 
f 'horror 
. . . , - „ is bdioti* 

“ revolution presents, thf* # 

“ flatter otirielves With the hopd of sto hapjgr 
“ an event! Bad men, ‘on tie dontr^ry, 
" drill be emboldened toy tile, to^ew of 
** BoonapartS; and theyf^Ul, we fo*r, find 
** a sufocient norober 'siibngrt the Ignorant 
4i to become theif toois.* Accordiogto thl* 
notion, them h no hope left. Wes’# 
doomed (to eterbutfag ‘ apprAtfiisi#*^'*'.#* 

* new can think of retaining toifirftote in 
which we were preview tbHhe French rt- 
volution. Notwtihstandinjr that the tnaiig-J 
nant roischiefhosnttptspentittforce 5 though 
liberty and equality, dembttacy and atheist^ 
have been thirty and folly tried ; though tMy 
have been cast a«ide as the greater wf na¬ 
tional curses; though . the Chief df Franca 
is efPifn become a fSbnarch; though the 
legislative body, in* the niftie nfthte French 
people, have declared and" soitttinly pros, 
claimed to the world, tfeat ! •• litrt&liary 
" monarchy is the daily ivstcritW gorem- 
ment tinder which a ffiifron cam be hid# 
“ and great ncKwitiWtalldirtg aft this, - die 
mintsterial writer sees cause f<jr glared I He 
has now found out, that there are “ bad 
*' men," who may be bp the side of. mo¬ 
narchy ; who may be cmbcldfrit^ by 
“ ti)f success of Jfornwfpahe,'’ and wtfo will 
41 always find a sufficient number amongst 
“ the ignorant to become their partisans." 
If we can havl any hope left after this it is 
not, I think, 'reasonable tn build it upon tiie 
efteqt of rigorous itfhisures of atty sort, 
especially rigorous measures with rcglrckfo 
pie press ; for the effect of such treasures 
must be to favour the view^of those * 1 bad 
u men," if any spelt should aris$ We 
have heard enough of the tyranny Exercised 
over the piers in Fiance: it is one of 
the. things that would make men dread 
aobjtDgation : would it bt wise, then, to 
act upon the principle of ray correspon¬ 
dent? for, it would he* very easy to show, 
that the name of liberty of the press, with- 
ouf'the full power of censuring tye public 
cbnduct of public men, would bp a mi re 
int ckcry;, that it'ttould be a uieahs ofshel-' 
tering m«tcad.of exposing, the follies and 
crimes of a minister;* and, that the people, 
piaung rnudF reliance upon its watchful - 


afiy^wBere eke where iiotSmg_ 

jkiblished without the express permission of 
the gdverninCnt 5 because, in this latter 
me were is no mockery; no pretension*'*# 
liberty of the press; the ruler or ruler* 
frankly say, that they cannot, or Will, nod 
allow of such liberty; and, cf course, ih# 
people |re not deceived; (hey do not look 
to lhe*prtss for informal bin as to the conduct 
, of their ministers, and are Iftt thereby de¬ 
ceived ; (Spy judglffor themselves, anti they 
arb, for thfc want of a'free press, led to seek 
for infofrnaffop and for? redress through 
Other means'; and, if they derive no advan- 
tage from the‘press neither do their rulers, 
whose fqllies or copies are not at all shel¬ 
tered by It, because, it being known not to 
be free, nobody places any reliance on what 
it says; This is fair on both sides; but, to 
pfefwid tlikt.the natron c'tjgoys the liberty of 
the ptess, and, at the same time to punish 
totim, at my correspondent appears to wish, 
for exposingtheweakness or.wicked ness of 

S inister*, would be a most cruel mockery. 

nd, whatever bo may think of it, the ef¬ 
fect certainly would not* be to discourage 
-• thehopes of those “ bad men/' who mignl ’ 
be emboldened toy the success of Napoleon; 
for, if his doctrine were acted upon, if men 
were dragged fo jail for exposing the weak¬ 
ness Or wickedness of public measures, and,; 
of couhie, the weakness of wickedness of 

E uBfic men, .would they not begin to ask, 
»w any change could possibly make their 
.situation worse? Let him. reioilcct, t o, 
that, by such means, jnen might be led to 
desire a change, thaf^vould, as to the mere 
dtoantuijn of Buffering or privation, Hauler 
their situation e'vck worse than^previous to 
the change; for, it must not be forgotten,, 
.foal, upon such occasions, resentment is but 
too often it very powCifui molive; and, 
whefi we reflect on the number oi instances, 
ip which every one of us has, at some time 
or other, gratified his resentment to the 
clearly-foreseen injury of his interest, we 
shall cease to be surprised at the readiness, 
with whiebthe people of Europe have >ub. 
niitted to the arms of the French; and, we 
shall be very cautious how tie listen to doc¬ 
trine iige that of my correspondent, which, 
if brought into pract.ce, could not tail to 
Ji excite resentment inextinguishable"?!! the 
breast oF every man whose attachment is 
valuable toIhe state.-——As this 10 ,'rexpm- 
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lord redesdvle. part of the Common Prayer Book, are pro- 

Sib,—I entreat your indulgence to offer imunced accursed, and as such are excluded, 
to the public, a few remarks, on the corre- by St. Paul, from all hopes of entering the 
spondence between Lord Recfcsdale and the Kingdom of Heaven. Now, Sir, I put it to 
Earl of Fingall. After the most attentive the noble theologian, how tan tin;-Catholic 


and minute examination of the letters in 
question, it is painful to me observe, that 


be charged by Loid Redesdale, with either 
uncharitable or disloyal principles, for main* 


« the language and sentiments of the Irish j mining the exclusive doctrine, when his 
Chancellor, have a strong tendency to injure j lordship, as a supporter of the established 
the dearest intoie-ts of the empire. You J Church, denies salvation not only to pagans 


the dearest intoie-ts ot the empire, lou church, denies salvation not only to pagar 
’ must have remarked, Mr. Cobbett, that this and infidels, (see the lsth article) not only 
" nobleman represents the Irish Catholics not tu Arianr*, Macedonians, Socinians, and all 
only as actually disloyal,but asprecluded by oppusers of tlie Athanasian Creed, but evei 
the tenets of their religion, from the possi- to Catholics themselves ? If Catholic prin 


only as actually di.-!oyal,but asprecluded by oppusers of the Athanasian Creed, but even 
the tenets of their religion, from the possi- to Catholics themselves ? If Catholic prin- 
bility of paying allegiance to a Protestant doles be inconsistent with allegiance to a 


Sovereign, Ilis lordship asserts, that a Ca- j Protestant King, because such a Sovereign is 
tholic cannot be faithful to a King, who is not regarded as a member of the Church of 
regarded by bunas not belonging to the Christ, it will follow, by a parity of reason- 
true Church ol'Christ,and of course is guilty mg, that Protestant subjects can never be 
of rebellion to the See of Rome. Thi« is the faithful to a Catholic King, who would be 
leading charge of this legal divine against considered by them as an idolajor? Surely, 
the. Romau Catholic religion ; it is lepeuted the noble loid did not see the conscqutnces 
in a variety of forms linuugh the whole of of his reasoning, when he imprudently re- 
the correspondence, w ith a disgusting affeo- cjuired unity of faith as a preliminary to civil 
tation, as if it possessed the force of a scri- allegiance; when he commenced this un- 
ous objection.—But, Sir, how could it have warrantable attack, Jie little thought that he 
escaped the attention of the noble lord, the was going to cut his own throat in the con- 
reguiar keeper of hu Majesty's conscience test.—But,Sir, that faith and alh giance are' 


ous objection.—But, Sir, how could it have warrantable attack, Jie little thought that he 
escaped the attention of the noble lord, the was going to cut his own throat in the con- 
regular keeper of hu Majesty's conscience test.—But, Sir, that faith and alh giance are' 
in Ireland, that the doctrine of exclusive sal- very distinct and separate concerns, the no¬ 


vation, is earned to as g.-eai an extent, at 
least, by the Church of England, as it is by 


ble lord furnishes me with an inconteslible 
proof. His lordship justly observes, that the 


the Church of Rome. How could he have duty of allegiance was strongly enforced by 
the presumption to enter on the discussion Christajiti the Apostles,particularly the lat- 
of a th" Jlogical point, without the smallest ter. Allow me now. Sir, forcibly to appeal 
attention to the doctrine, which he is fb the judgment of the noble lord, on a ques- 
pledged, by bis situation to support? By the tion of this magnitude, let me ask him, if 


8 th of the 39 articles, the Athanasian Creed 
is received as agree able to the scriptures. 
Now, according to the express terms of this 


Christ could shew submission to those who 
salon the chair of Moses, to those who were 
plotting his destruction, who of course were 


Creed, he who docs not faithfully and finally objeettvof hatred to his Heavenly Father; if 
believe the Catholic faith, cannot be saved . he could render to Caesar the things that are 
Other pSssages of the same import might Caesar’s, cannot a Catholic, notwithstanding 
be produced, both from the articles and the the influence of religious belief, love, re- 
homilies. But, what I would principally spect, and obey abeneficent Sovereign ? If 
bring to the recollection of the noble lord, Paul and his associates could pay aljpgiance 
is, that, in order to qualify himself to stt in to Claudius, to Nero, to pagans, to a race of 
the British legislature, he must frequently rulers, w hose actsof iniquity have fouled the 
have sworn, that the inass is manifest idola- page of history, and degraded humdn nature » 
try ; that Catholics of course are idolators, cannflt the Catholic be faithful to a King, 
who in the commination, which makes a Who reigns in the hearts of his people, who 
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has distinguished the mild period of his go- 
Ternment by peculiar acts of*bounty to his 
subjects of this description ? I trust. Sir, that 
even the bigotry anO intolerance of the noble 
lord will relent when he finds howpasily 
his weapons may be turned against himself. 
—‘The truth is, no danger is to be appre¬ 
hended from the Cilholics ; but there is 
every reason to dread the consequences of 
the intolerant and bigoted conduct of the 
King’ s ministers, and of the folly and infa¬ 
tuation of their supporters. On this subject 
I could expatiate much ; I could distinctly 
point out who are the real enemies ot"the 
state, and„v\'iiat measure-; are likely to termi¬ 
nate in the total loss of the liberties and in¬ 
dependence of this empire, But, having, al¬ 
ready extended my letter to a sufficient 
length, I beg leave, fbr c ihe present, to sub¬ 
scribe myself, with the highest esteem, yours 
sincerely. the British observer. 

. r 

THE NAVY. 

Sir,—I t. has given me infinite satisfaction 
to find, that it appears at length, to he, the 
disposition of some of the leading charac¬ 
ters in the House of Commons, to institute 
an inquiry into the conduct of the Hoard of 
Admiralty ; for my own part, I have long 
seen the necessity of it, and have only to re¬ 
gret, that it dfd not take place some months 
since; as many evils which non exist, would 
probably have been removed. 

The several letters which have appealed 
in yourjvaluable Register^ having contained 
such a variety of circumstances, replete n ith 
injury to the service, the apathy and indo¬ 
lence of the legislature, has excited in me, 
the utmost wonder and astonishment. For 
many members must have been aware, that 
what was advanced, were not groundless 
causes of complaint, although flatly contra¬ 
dicted by the partisans of the Admiralty; 
who, without any regard to decency, stigma-, 
tised your correspondents, with the imputa¬ 
tion of calumniatorsand slanderers.and every 
species of abuse, which their malignancy 
could devise : assured the public, that the 
measures of the Admiralty, so far from de¬ 
serving censure, merited the applause and 
thanks of the country at large; and that, those 
who disapproved of their conduct, were, for 
the most part, disappointed men, or others, 
who had been scourged for their illicit prac¬ 
tices; amf therefore, declared, that no credit 
ought to he attached to the statements of in¬ 
dividuals, actuated by no other motives than 
those of malice and revenge. And, Sir, I 
am verysoiry losay that nine tenths of the- 
people, were ’.^posed to adopt the senti¬ 


ments of those hirelings ; who, in order to 
support and justify their arguments, thus re¬ 
viled those who made known ttje proceed¬ 
ings of the Admiralty, merely from a con¬ 
viction, that their measures were detrimen¬ 
tal to the interests of the country. At last it 
appears that the lcadiug men in the House, 
begin to give credit to what has been ad¬ 
vanced by your correspondents; and I have 
little doubt, but. that it will be found, that 
the Admiralty have not merited those high 
| encomiums, which have been so lavishly 
betowed on them. Although Lord St. Vin¬ 
cent k wholly jcsponsible to the public, yet 
I must confess, that 1 am not disposed to at¬ 
tach quite so much culpability to him, (in 
consideration of hiS great infirmities, and re¬ 
peated confinements by indisposition, which 
tiave rendered it out of his pow r er to give 
that attention to the duty required of him), 
as to those two junior Lords, Sir Thomas 
Troubridge and Captain Markham; who, in 
the absence of the first Lord, are the sole 
conductors of the public business ; and who 
have availed themselves of every opportu¬ 
nity, to exercise their authority m the 
harshest manner: and, because the Navy 
Board were obnoxious to them,merely 
owing to their not being able to remove the 
comptrolk!, ; nd ethers, in order to shove 
themselves into their places); they have never 
paid any attention to their representations, 
as their predecessors had ever done before : 
which, if they had, lam confident the ser¬ 
vice would have been belter conducted, and 
the necessity of an inquiry would never 
have suggested itself to any one. Surely 
men, who have passed so many years in the 
service, and who Ifevi* had so much expe¬ 
rience in a variety of situations, both civil 
and military, were worthy of being consult¬ 
ed, aud would, it must oe supposed, have 
given advice, beneficial to the service. Yet, 
Sir,notwithstanding, those two navaj^Lords, 
possessing little or no information of the 
duties of the civil department, put their ^wn 
slender lalt^its in competition with those old 
aud expei icnced. servants of the public, 
whose opinions they treated with scorn, 
and whose characteis, they have attempted 
to vilify. As the preseni Admiralty began 
their career under thespecious pretences of 
reform arid economy, I will inquire, what 
eliect their meastn es have had,and will con¬ 
tinue to have on the service. In the first 
placv, they commenced their funciiom, by 
givingorders for a generaIdischarge through¬ 
out the Dock-yards, with a view to restore 
subordination ; which discharge, unfortu¬ 
nately for the most part, fell on the best and 
most approved shipwrights ; the country 
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was, therefore, deprived of the services of 
more than two hundred of those useful and 
necessary mechanics, whose loss is felt to 
this day. In answer to which,* I shall be 
told, that mutinies frequently occurred in 
the Dock yards: for my own part, 1 never 
heard of any conduct, of the workmen, that 
can possibly come under that denomination, 
excepting at Sheerness,* in the instance of 
Commissioner Coffin being insulted ; but 
which treatment, he, in a gieat measure, 
provoked, by his harsh and violent conduct. 
On the subject of the discharges which took 
place in May 1801,1 shall oiler no further 
comment, but refer your readers to the ob¬ 
servations of your correspondent, as stated 
in Vol. III. page 12')—When the the peace 
(or rather the armistice) took place, orders 
were immediately given to reduce the extra* 
winch was worked in the Dock-yards; and 
every thing was put on a fooling, as .fthe 
ministers were certain of a permanent and 
lasting peace. Many of the wmkmen were 
•employed in taking old ships to pieces, 
therefore the repairing of the licet was 
shamefully retarded. The caulkers, in some 
of the y^trds, weie nearly all dismissed, for 
refusing to work for the met chants; the 
Victory, therefore, remained six months in 
the wet season without being caulked ; the 
consequence is, that, she will decay sooner 
by some years, than she otherwise would 
have done ; and not only the Victory, but 
other -diips likewise, experienced a similar 
fate. The case of the poor caulkers was par¬ 
ticularly hard, for they cheeifully obeyed 
the first and second orders that were given 
them to assist the merchants, and because 
they refused to comply with *lie third, (in 
consequence of the very *11 treatment which 
they had received from tin* river caulkers); 
they were immediately discharged : which 
har-.lt measure reduced them-wlvc# and fa¬ 
milies to the greatest distress for several 
months : when the Admiralty finding every 
method loprocuit others m-illhctual, gene¬ 
rously condescended to ie-enter« them. How* 
far the Admiralty were justified in ordering 
the caulker- to wmk ui merchants yards, 
when they had engage lloi no other purpose 
but to serve hi% Majesty, 1 cannot imagine; 
it certainly w a-, a stretch of power, which no 
former Admiralty had ever resorted to; and 
it unfortunately took place at a time, when 
their public sei vices were much wanted, so 
that, certainly, a very material injury *vas in 
consequence sustained by tm> Majesty’s 
navy.—Next comes the general visitation of 
the yards : tjje result wa?, a further reduction 
of artificers ; and, I solemnly aver, that* 
many men, whom the Admiralty superan- 
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nuated and discharged as unfit for farther 
service, were immediately employed by the 
merchants, and are rio\^ earning as much 
or more than they overdid in the dork yards. 
So much for the penetration and discernment 
of the immaculate Board of Admiralty ; a 
board which has been so frequently extolled 
by that safe politician, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequef.—Many of the yards are at this 
day very considerably short of their peace* 
establihment of shipwrights, and I see little 
or no prospect of their numbers being in¬ 
creased. Yet we are told, that there is no 
deficiency ftPartificers. The papers say, that 
the Admiralty ate about to'give-directions, 
to build twenty sail of the line in the Dock¬ 
yards : it is true, they may immediately issue 
their orders to that effect, but. the period 
when they will he complied with,under the 
present system, will be remote indeed. For 
what with the yards being' sliyt handed, and 
thte scanty supply of timber, occasioned 
by the distrust the merchants have of the 
Admiralty, render it impossible to state any¬ 
time, when the country will be benefited by 
so desirable an accession of strength .—The 
next subject to which 1 wish to call your at¬ 
tention, is the mannerthat lads are appren¬ 
ticed in the shipwright line ; but as it was 
so ably and fully discussed bj' your corre¬ 
spondents in May and June las', I shall only 
briefly state, that the evils which they then 
suggested would grow out of that system, 
begins to he daily verified. We must, there¬ 
fore, no longer expect to have, either good 
workmen, modellers, or draftsman ; the con¬ 
sequence will be, that in a few years ihe 
present i educed number of expert artificers, 
and almost annihilated scientific men, will 
be totally extinct. That let us look to the 
situation to which our navy will be placed ! 
On thi« alarming subject I would earnestly 
recommend to those gentlemen, who intend 
to render their country such an important* 
service, as the inquiring intft the conduct of 
the present Admiralty ; to examine at, the 
bar of the House the. surveyors of the navy, 
men of long experience, and of approved 
abilities and integrity; whom, I am confi¬ 
dent* will not only confirm u hat has been 
said, but will further prove the destructive 
consequences to be apprehended, l'rotn 
measures so incompatible with the true in¬ 
terest of the coflntry—Fiom many circum¬ 
stances that have occuired, it is^oasonablc 
to suppose, that the presenf Admiralty 
came into office with the determination to 
provide permanent place? for themselves 
and friends, for instance, the Plymouth of¬ 
ficers were dismissed to make room for Mr, 
Tucker, the Secretary's brother; Mr. Kit- 
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toe. Captain Markham's purser; and Mr. 
Salt, a follower of Sir John Troubridge’s ; 
and all the world must recollect the memora¬ 
ble attempt that wls made, to drive Sir An¬ 
drew Hamond from his situation, and another 
das recently taken place to remove Copa- 
missioner Fanshaw, to bring in Captain 
Giev. But the retirement of Sir William 
Billmgham from the Navy Office, with a 
pennon of ,£.500 per annum, although in 
good health, and endowed with every facul¬ 
ty for the execution of his duty, because 
Captain Markham’s brother should be pro¬ 
vided for, has excited the surprise and* in¬ 
dignation, pf every one. That the country 
should he burthened by pensions distributed 
in this manner, (by those pretenders to eco¬ 
nomy and patriotism), calls loudly for an 
inquiry ; indeed, it canoe considered in no 
other point of view, than a fraud on the pub¬ 
lic ; and the instigators of it justly merit 
the punishment the law in those cases pro¬ 
vides.—Whenever any thing has been said 
in opposition to the conduct of the Admiral¬ 
ty, their partisans have requested the pub¬ 
lic not to form an opinion, till the reports of 
the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry were 
brought forward, for then, said they, it will 
be found, how shamefully the service has 
been conducted under the old system ! And 
further hinted, that infamous frauds and 
abuses would’be brought to light! ! Whe¬ 
ther the statement of these tools of the Ad¬ 
miralty will prove them to be correct or not, 
time will shew ; but, I believe, it is now 
pretty well discovered by the Commission¬ 
ers themselves, that there has not been quite 
so much abuse going on as those disinterested 
journalists would have every one believe. 

-At Plymouth, where it was expected, 

frauds to the amount of thousands would 
have been detected, a few pounds consider¬ 
ably short of an hundred, has been the 
^whole sum to which any ambiguity *could 
be attached. And I believe I may venture 
to state, that in the case of the unfortunate 
Mr. Marshall, of whom so much has been 
•aid, the'Commissioners have not, with all 
powers of inquiry, been able to discover 
that he has merited that disgrace and pu¬ 
nishment under which he has laboured! for 
these last two years. Indeed, Sir, I have no 
doubt, that a public Inquiry into the con¬ 
duct of the Admiralty, foqpded upon such 
information as may be afforded, would place 
them in actuation in which they would not 
be envied, even by those, whom they have 
to unrelentingly persecuted and degraded. 
I-w ill conclude by observing, that the argu¬ 
ments which Captain Markham made tfse 
of the other evening, in vindication of the 


Admiralty, were puerile and inconsistent in 
the extreme; to suppose that the present 
low rate of insurance is the best proof that 
the Admiralty have done their duty, is no 
justification at all, when the comparative 
situation of affairs, at the commencement 
of the late and the present contest is consi¬ 
dered : Colonel Craufurd’s reply to the 
Hon. Captain’s futile defence, is certainly 

one of the best that could be advanced.- 

Wishing that every success may attend 
your labours, I remain your most humble 
servant, E. V. 

March 7, 1804. 


AXOLO-G*LLIC CREDITORS. 

Sir, -Your observations on the letter 

signed a British Creditor inserted in your 
Register of last week, insiead of canvassing 
their claims by fair discussion, appear to 
mingle rather more of obloquy than is con¬ 
sistent with candour and the truth of the 
ease. Why, otherwise, are these creditors 
styled *' Anglo-gallic,” a sort of amphi¬ 
bious race supposed to have half abjured 
their country ? They are not accused of 
knavery it seems, or any other crime ; but 
in the same sentence, you add, that their 
debts, (that is to say, their property in the 
French funds,) were incurred by the pur¬ 
chase of assignats, and other state paper 
more than two-thirds below par; and that 
thesecurity written on the back of this paper 
was " the national domains of France.” If 
this be really so, the charge against them 
amounts to something more than knavery, 
and reaches even to high treason ; for you 
cannot be ignoraiit,*tbat at the period of de¬ 
preciation of the assignats, to which you al¬ 
lude, an act ofParliament had passed, and 
then existed, that made ii high treason to 
hold any correspondence, or to have any 
money negotiation with France ; and the 
British cieditor.s in the French funds, (how¬ 
ever disposed they might have been nctf to 
refuse theoyly security then offered to the 
other $tockholdcrs,)were actually precluded 
from accepting these national domains as an 
indemnity forthe partial annihilation ot tlieir 
stock.—The fact is, these British Claims, 
or the greatest part of them, subsisted long 
before this transaction ; and the property, 
founded on thciuwvas vested either in Rentes 
Viageres, the 25 millious, or some other 
ublic French fund, and had not, nor could 
ave *any possible connection with any 
gambling speculations^ liich might or might 
not take place in French assignats, as.well- 
as in congress paper. In what way the jus¬ 
tice and validity of these claims is affected 
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by the merit or demerit of Mr. Pitt, does by 
no means appear : nor do they depend on 
the treaty of 17 86 merely, or any other con¬ 
vention ; they are vested on the usages of 
nations, and the good faith of Fiance; and 
although hitherto sacrificed by perfidy on 
the one hand, and pusillanimity on the other, 
it remains to be seen, ngt by an appeal to 
the generosity of this country, so much as 
to a sense of its own honour, whether in 
some future negotiation thoe British claims 
will not be suppoitcd with more energy 
and better success.-1 am, yours, &c. 

ANOTHER BRI rtSH CHTtMTOR. 

March 4, 1804. 


FRENCH CONSPIRACY. 

Tribunate, 0 VeniSse, (29 Feb.) 

The Legislative Body transmitted, by a 
message, the plan of a law relative to those 
who conceal George - and his accomplices.— 
The plan was referred to the Section of the 
Legislature, which was ordered to make its 
report d tiring the present sit! ing.—'The mem - 
bers of this section retin d from the Hall, to 
their usi«il place of sitting.—-Rome time af¬ 
terwards they returned, when Citizen Si¬ 
meon made a report, and proposed to adopt 
the law. The report wr.s ordered to be 
printed.—The law was put to the vote, and 
the adoption was voted unanimously.—The 
speakers ordered to carry this vote to the 
Legislative Body were Simeon, Jard Pan- 
villicis, and Fahre(de I* A tide.)——At three 
quarters past thiee the sittings were resumed. 
-—A secretary read a message from the Le¬ 
gislative B->dy, announcing that the plan of 
the law against those who concealed Georges 
and his accomplices vs as decreed as law.— 
Garry.—“ Citizens Tribunes, our weeping 
country, at the sight ot the crimes meditated 
against our Chief Magistrate, calls for these 
measures against those who conceal the as¬ 
sassins or their accomplices.” He proceeded 
to ufge the necessity of prompt and severe 
measures, and concluded with proposing the 
following decree: “ The •Tribunate consi¬ 
dering that the law of this day, r< lative to 
those who conceal Georges and his band of 
sixtv, will be of no effect unless it is instant¬ 
ly exerted, express a wish that, this law 

may be promulgated this day.”-The 

present decree shall he carried to the go¬ 
vernment by the President and four Secre¬ 
taries.—This proposition was unanimously 
adopted, and the sitting rose. 

March 1. The President announced, that 
the deputation appointed yesterday to ex¬ 
press to the government the wish of the Tri¬ 
bunate had been admitted to the First Con- 
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sub The desire of the Trtbanate was, that a 
law' for punishing with death persons who 
should conceal Georges, or any of the sixty 
other persons, rhai ged with being his ac¬ 
complices, should be instantly promulgated* 

-CitizenDuvidal had addressed the First 

Consul in the following speech :——"Ci¬ 
tizen First Consul.—The Tribunate and the 
legislative Body have adopted measures to 
cut the last bond of the conspiracy. These 
measures would he vain, if they were not 
prompt. Love of the country dictated to the 
Tribjnnate the wish which it has expressed 
for their being put into innnedi tie execu¬ 
tion. Every t hing is at state wfteh you are 
in danger, it is the repose, the glory, the ex¬ 
istence of the republic, which mini be saved 
by saving itsChieffrpm the attacks of crime. 
The French people have intimated to us 
their destines ; you owe it t«> them: and we 
require of you to take all means for preserv¬ 
ing him, in whom concenter their wishes, 

their affections, and their hopes.”-The 

First Consul answered, that he would take 
the wish of the Tribunate into early and 
serious consideration.—The Tribunate or¬ 
dered, that the speech of the President and 
the answer of the First Consul be piinted. 
legislative Body. 

The government speakers being intro¬ 
duced, Simeon made a report on the law, 
respecting those who conceal Georges and 
his band The report w’as ordered to be 
printed; and the law was passed unani¬ 
mously, no other person attempting to 
speak. • 

Prefecture of Police, Paris, 9 Ventose (Feb. 

29.) 

“ Citizens.—The law which has been 
published condemns to death every indivi¬ 
dual who conceals Georges and the assassins 
who accompany him. They are still in Pa¬ 
ris, wljere it will be impossible for them to 
escape, the barriers and the roads being 
•guarded with the greatest vigilance. Let 
every person make known tothe police such 
individuals as may be liable to suspicion, 
who reside with them or in their neighbour¬ 
hood. Let those who have concealed them, 
or who may conceal them, prc.fitol thetime 
which the law grants them for the purpose of 
averting its axe, and concur in immediaiely 
purging the capital of the monsters paid by 
our eternal enemfes for renewing the horrors 
which they had before attempted to con¬ 
summate, by means of the infernal machine 
on the 3d Nivdse. Under these circum¬ 
stances, the denunciation will be truly ac« 

of public justice.-Masters of furnished 

'houses are ordered to examine every indivi¬ 
dual they have lodging with them, and to see 
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they have complied with the regulations of 
police, and there is nothing suspicious about 
them. The drivers of hackney coaches are 
informed, these pVrsons make use of their 
carriages. I have promised a reyvard lo 
those who assist the police in seizing them ; 
but the sweetest reward Lo a Frenchman is 
the satisfaction of having done a good ac¬ 
tion to his country. • 

The Counsellor of State and Prefect of 
Police. oldois.” 

Paris, March 6 .-General Pallet, espe¬ 

cially charged with the inspection of the 
coast of l he departm« nt ol La V®nd uc:, Writes 
that on the night of February 26, a pinnace, 
containing about a dozen brigands, passed 
slowly along the coast for about three 
leagues, making several signals, and at¬ 
tempted three times tcfiuake a debarkation; 
but perceiving the mounted chasseurs, who 

followed her course,she sailed oil!-They 

Write from Hamburgh, that the English have 
employed more than sixty millions in 
France. Drake, at Munich, Spencer Smith, 
at Stutgard, their agents at Hamburgh, 
Francklort, and other places, have consider¬ 
able sums at their disposal.-Moniteur. 


PUBLIC PAPERS. 

Proclamai ion issued at New Orleans on the 
20th of December, 1803, by his Excellency 
W. C. Claiborne, Governor of the Mis¬ 
sissippi Territory, cxei rising the Powers of 
Governor- Genet ul and Intendunt of the 
Ih-ovinec qf Lolisiana, on takinc Pos¬ 
session of that Province in behalf 
of THE United States. 

Whereas, by stipulations between the 
Governments of France and Spain.the latter 
ceded to the former the colony and province 
of Louisiana, w r ith the same extent which it 
had at the date ot the above-mentioned 
treaty in the hands of Spain, and that it had 
• when France possessed it, and such as it 
ought to be after the treaties subsequently 
entered into between Spain and other states; 
and whareas the Gov eminent of France has 
ceded the same to ihe United States by a trea¬ 
ty duly ratified,and bearing date the 30th of 
April in the present year, and the possession 
of said colony and province, is now in the 
United States according to the tenor of the 
last mentioned Meaty; and whereas the Con¬ 
gress of the United States,'on the 31st day 
of October m the present year, did enact 
that until the expiration of the session of 
Congress then sitting (unless provisions for 
tempoiary government of the said terri¬ 
tories be sooner made by Congress), alf ihe 
military .civil, and judicial powersexerched 
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by the then existing Government of the 
same, shall be voted in such person or per¬ 
sons, and shall be exercised in such manner 
as the President of the United States shall 
direct, lor the maintaining and protecting 
the inhabitants of Louisiana in the free en¬ 
joyment of their liberty, property, and leli- 
gion; and the President of the United States 
has, by his commission, bearing date the 
same 31st day of October,invested me with 
all the poweis, and charged me with the 
several duties heretofore held and exercised 
by the Governor-General and Intendant of 
the Prov inee;—I have therefore thought fit 
to issue this m v proclamation,making known 
theprcmises.und lo declare that the G< vern- 
ment heretofore exercised over the said pro¬ 
vince ol Louisiana, as well undi r the autho¬ 
rity of Spain as ol the French Republic, has 
ceased, and that of the United States of 
America is established over the same; that 
the inh .bit.i.iu thereof will be incorporated 
in the union of the United .Hates, and ad¬ 
mitted as soon as possible, according to the 
principlesol the Feed era I Constitutioii.tothe 
enjoyment of all the lights, advantages, and 
immunities of citizen-, ol the United States; 
that in I Ik mean time they shall be maintain¬ 
ed and protecU l in the tree enjoyment of 
their liberty, property, and the religion 
which they ptofess; that all laws and mu¬ 
nicipal regulations which were inexistence 
at the cessation of the late Government, 
remain in full force, and all civil officers 
charged with their execution, except those 
whose powers have been specially vested 
in me, and except also such ollicus as have 
been cutilisted with the collection of ihe 
revenue, are continued in (heir functions 
during the pleasure of the governor tor the 
time being, or unnl )>io\ i-gnn shall othei wise 

be made.-And I do lieuby exhort and 

enjoin all the inh ihilanls and othei pet sons 
within the said piovmce, to he iailhitil and 
true in their alh giant e to theUm.ed States, 
and obedh tit to the laws and auttiontigs of 
the same, voder full assurance that their 
just rights will he mulct the guardianship 
of the United States, and will he maintained 
from all force or viohnee liom without or 
within,-Given at the City of New Or¬ 

leans, the 20th day ol'December, I #>3, and 
of the independence of the United States of 
America the 28tfi. JVm. C. C. Cl u borne. 


DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

A Form of Ibrayer and 7 hanksgivtng to Al¬ 
mighty God, upon the ProsjKd of las Ma¬ 
jesty the King’s Recovery from his danger 
ous Sickness. To be used at Morning and 
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Evening Seivitr. after the General Thanks- 
giving, throughout the Cities of hcmdim 
and Westminster, and elsewhere within the 
Bills Qf Mortality, on Sunday the 2 6th of 
February , 180V, and in all Churches and 
Chapels in the United Kingdom of England 
and Ireland, on the. first Sunday after the 
Ministers thereof redive the same; and to 
be continued Twenty Days afur. 

O Almighty God, we render unto thee 
our unfeigned thanks and praise, that thou 
hast vouchsafed tobemercifui and gracious 
tothisKingdoin, in granting to thy Servant, 
our Sovereign, the hope and prospect of a 
speedy recovery from his dangerous sick¬ 
ness. Confirm and establish, we beseech 
thee, O Lord, the w urk whnh thou hast 
begun. Make the light of thy countenance 
to shine upon him, and renew in lom hi£ 
pei (ect strength. Grant that he may long 
continue a nursing fa.her to tliv cl arch, 
and thv minister for rood to all his snh- 

> v , 

jecls; and that, mine pie-ent crisnjic may 
be thy blc s«cd iumi mm m in restoring peace 
to the disti :utcd world. And when thou 
hast length* m d his dnv s on earth, in tire 
ciyoyn^'n: lot h of dome air happiness, and 
of puh'.c peace and prosperity, ciown him 
O Lord, with e^ria-ting glory in the life 
to come, il.ioi.gh Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 

Speech o', ’.irered by the Governor of Ja* j 
Mvu v to the L: wsi in at oj that island 
in Dutminr, u'OJ. 

Genileru nofiii- Council,—Mr.Speaker, 
and Gintieme.i of i In: Assembly,— i am 
happy to have ii in my* powi r io grant you 
a recess at th;.> ‘usm of the yt ar, wlu-n 
your present c tsgo essentially uectt .ary up¬ 
on your respective proper:..".. — Mr Speak¬ 
er, and Gcmh men ol i!»■’ Assembly,—I am 
much concerned ihat you have not given 
me an opportunity of th inking you for the< 
supplies icqnued at this eventful period in 
aid ol the moiher-countiy, fur your own 
defence; but 111 ust l lot,.upon mm e mature 
consideration, you will feel ilm propriety of 
supporting Governmem in the most effec¬ 
tual manner at your next meeting, and 
the t city restore to yourselves its fullest con¬ 
fidence in your loyalty and patriotism.- 

Gentlemen of the Council,—Mr. Speaker, 
and Gentlemen of the Assembly,—I have 
to recommend to you, in the most p-.yticu- 
lar manner, on your return to vour several 
parishes, the pursuit of such provident mea¬ 
sures as rnay # best promote the security and 
tranquillity of the island.- 1 do therefore 
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now, in his Majesty’s name, prorogue this 
General Assembly to the 24th Jan. next ; 
and it is hereby prorogued accordingly. 

__ - * 

INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreign.- It is reported on the conti¬ 

nent that the Emperor of Russia has express¬ 
ed his readiness to accede to a treaty with 
Great Britain and Turkey,for the protection 
of the Ottoman Empire: and that he has ac¬ 
cordingly sent orders to the Russian fleet in 
the Black sea.to set sail immediately,with all 
the transports of troops attached to it, for 
thc'Monat It is also said, that he has di¬ 
rected an additional number of battalions of 
infantry and squadrons of cavalry to be call¬ 
ed into actual service, and marched into 
Lithuania, to join the army in that province. 
-——France is perfectly tranquil, notwith¬ 
standing^ late conspiracy against ihe First 
Consul. Moreau is confined in the Temple, 
and has not yet been biought to trial: Piche- 
gru v, as arrested on the morning of the 28th 
ult. in Rue (.7ttrioituj,where he was concealed j 
and w hence after an ineffectual resistance, he 
was taken: Georges has, hitherto, escaped; 
but a i eward has been oilered for hi^appre- 
Iiension, as well as that ol his sixty assist¬ 
ants, and a denee has been enacted making 
it death lor any person to hat hour or con¬ 
ceal anv ol them. Every avenue and outlet 
from Paris is guarded; and throughout the 
whole city, the strictest search is carrying 
on for their discovery. The First Consul is 
receiving congratulations from all the civil 
and military bodies, and all the departments 
of the Republic.-The legislature of Ja¬ 

maica has persisted iiY its refusal oflhcsup>- 
phes which thcGovernoi bad been directed 
by Lord Hobnii to require for the defence of 
t fiat, i - land; and, in December last,» ere pro- 
rogued in his JVt ijesty’s name to the 24th of 
Jaiui.ii y, wit ha reproach from the Governor 
wtiiciT has ex- bed consiiu table dissatisfac¬ 
tion.-N-. Domingo,;** cord ngm the latest 

accounts f.om there, i» in a very unsettled 
state. Cape-town has been ravaged and 
piuud 1 red by the negroes, w ho have begun 
uu.nide themselves into tribes acc admg to 
theniAfnc.il) origin, and among whom much 
disseiiiioii prev ail>. The French < onnnissa- 
ru s,at St. Jago tic Cuba, have declared St. 
Domingo in a slate of siege, and have fitted 
out some privateers at that place, which give 

annoyance to the trade of that island. - . 

Jihasrecently been proposed, in tbe Ameri¬ 
can House of Repiesentative^, that a Com¬ 
mittee should be appointed to consider the 
expediency of imposingdu'iesou all fmoign 
ships entering the ports ol the United States, 
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as a compensation for th<- benefit of the 
light houses erected at the expense of the 
United States, of the same nature as those 
now imposed upon American vessels enter¬ 
ing British ports. The Mississipi Legisla¬ 
ture has passed a law against duellirfg, im¬ 
posing upon aggressors a fine of one thou-and 
dollars, imprisonment for twelve months, 
and a disqualification, for five, years, for 
holding any office in the sta'e: if either 
of the parties fall, the survivor, and his 
associates to sudor death. 

Domestic. -According to the reports 

of the King’s physicians his Majesty conti¬ 
nues in a state of convalescence. '1 licit* re¬ 
port on ihe 7 th inst. was, that “ his Majesty 
«' coot nued gradually t.) recover;” on the 
8 th that “ There is no material alteration in 
his Majesty since yesterdayon the !tth 
that “ Ills Majesty continues to go on in a 
•‘ favourable way ” on the ]()th that " We 
" continue to entertain a favourable opinion 
" of his Majesty’s recovery;” on the 11th 
that “ His Majesty is considerably better to- 
“ day than lie has yet been since the begm- 
“ ning of his illness;” on the 12th that 
** His Majesty continues to recover;” on the 
13th Ant " His Majesty continue', to icco- 
" ver;” and on the I 1th that “ His Majesty 
•' recovers daily.” On the 1 !th and 14th, 
it is said, his Majesty walked a little inthe 
garden, and /vn the 11th Mr. Addington had 
an audience; none of the royal family have, 
however, been yet permitted to seethe King. 
On the 9th inst. in the House of Lords, Earl 
Fitzwilliam, previous to the commission for 
granting the royal assent to several bills 
which had passed through both Houses, said, 
that he had it from high authority' that his 
Majesty was riot in such a state of mind as 
enabled him to exercise so important a 
branch of his prerogative as that now about 
to be gone into, and called for decisive in¬ 
formation on the subject. In consequence 
of this, the Lo/d Chancellor said, that in so 
important a subject, he had proceeded with 
all due^eaution, even with fear and trem¬ 
bling; but lie had thought it necessary to 
have a personal interview with the King, 
which he obtained, and in tin* course of 
which he had much serious discussion* with 
his Majesty relative to the bills to which he 
was called to give the royal assent; that the 
resuitof those discussions was to impress his 
mind with the thorough conviction that his 
Majesty yvas competent to the personal ex¬ 
ercise of all the functions of royal authority, 
and that in bringing down the commission, 
he acted in obedience to his commands, and 
in a fair and conscientious discharge of’his 
doty : he said, that he felt the weight of the 


great responsibility under which he acted, 
and he did not hesitate to become answer-_ 
able for the measure which he was about to 
sanction. In the House of Commons, on 
the 7th instant. Sir Jotm Wroitesley, in 
pursuance of a notice vv loch he nad previous¬ 
ly given, moved th it the House should go 
into a Comuiif.ee to investigate the conduct 
of the Irish Government relative to the 23d 
of July, an.l their previous proceedings and 
preparations; this motion, after a vt ry long 
and interesting debate, was negutivni. On 
the 14th Mr. Crevey brought forward five 
resolutions fur papers relative to the causes 
and conduct of the war larneu on in ihe 
island of Ceylon against the King ot Candy; 
after some debate the previous question was 
moved upon the Hist of these motions and 
• the rest were w ululrawri. On the same day 
Mi. Frances pioposed three motions relative 
tothe causes and the conduct oi the war car¬ 
ried on in the East Indies, against the Mah- 
rattaprinccs; aftersomedebate the motions 
were withdrawn. During the week, theat- 
tention ot Parliament has, also, been occupi¬ 
ed with the discussion of the new volunteer 
bill, and a Dill relating to the Irish revenue. 

Naval. — -An embargo lias jdst been 
laid upon all the shipping in the pot ts of the 
Batavian Republic; and last week, oi tiers 
were sent from tbe Secietary of Slate’s of¬ 
fice to tlic rusioni-hotise, for laying an cm- 
hargoon all vi ‘-els bound lo any oilier ports 
than those of Spain, Portugal, the Mediter¬ 
ranean, Africa, An.f in a, and the East and 
West Indies. An expedition is prepai mg to 
shut up the poll of Boulogne oi someol the 
ports of Holland. Eighteen or twenty old 
vessels, some of vvliu h aie of four hundred 
tons burthi n, have bi en collected,and load¬ 
ed with stones, which are united by iron 
bars and chains, soastofoi'm one solid mass: 
these vessels are to be sent under the cover 
of the block ailing squadron, to the ports lor 
w hich they are intended, ami are to be scut¬ 
tled there side by side, so as to lay the found¬ 
ation for an embankment of sand, by w Inch 
it is supposed, they will be completely shut 
up.—The London Gazettes of the Iasi week 
contain noaccountof captures by any ol his 
Majesty’s ships. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Anglo-Gallic Cheditobs.- This 

subject appeared to be closed, when the 
letter* which will be found in page 392 
of this sheet, was received by the Editor. 
The public will have perceived, that these 
creditors have been very fairly dealt with. 
Their remonstrances have beenitwerted; and 
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though of very considerable length, their re- in which the avoiding of detection was so 
presentation of their case, which they them- very easy, and in which the parties to bede- 
selves published, and circulated amongst the tected were the most cautious, the slyest and 
members of Parliament and oi her persons most artful of all two-leggid creatures. The 
of influence, will he found entire, in the fact, is, and it is a notorious fact, that the act 
preceding sheet,page H66. It seems, how- of Parliament, to which this writer refers, 
ever, that all tins is not sufficient to ward was unforced,or not, as suited the. conveni- 
oH‘ a charge of want of candour. These cnce of commerce, or rather of commercial 
Angio-Gaulsareceitain'y “well-meaning” men and money dealers. During a short 
men, whatever they may be as to honesty, space, indeed, there was an almost total sus- 
honour, and patriotism ; for no one but a pension of intercourse ; but it was soon 
" well-meaning man,” no one but an imi- opened again ; and, whether by the means 
tator of the “ modest” D >ctr>r, would have of Americans, or other foreigners, or by di- 
had the assurance to complain that thiscub- rectcommuniration, the money speculations 
ject had not been fairly treated in the Re- were constantly carried on.- bo. tjiat, the 

gister.-Whether these creditors have argument founded on the high treason act is 

“ half-abjured” their country, or not, shall worth just nothing at all.-This writer, 

bcinquued by and hy : at present some alluding tothe resource thatwas pointed out 
other parts of the letter, above re fern d to, * to the creditors, stateft that they are refused 
demand a few remarks. It is denied, that “ national domains” as an indemnity for the 
the Anglo-Gallic creditors purchased the annihilation of their slock. It is dangerous 
assignats and the “ national domains” of to shew the picture of food to a famished 
France, and as a proof that they did not man. But, really, one could never have 
make such purchases, the writer says, that supposed, that in saying, “ let these crcdi- 
they would in consequence of that act, be tors go and seek their indemnity in. those 
chaigeable with “ high treason, seeing that, national domains one could never have 
“ at. the period of the depreciation of the as- supposed, that this would have been receiv- 

" signals* an act of Pai liamcnt had passed, ed as a piece of serious advice-That, 

" and thin existed, making it high treason tome portion of the claims of these persons 
“ to hold any correspondence, or to have ' may arise from their having possessed stock 
" any money negotiation with Fiance.”— ; in the French funds previous to the revolu- 
Thi' appears to be very little betier Ilian a ‘ tiori nobody denies ; but, withoutfora mo- 
quibble. The statement which the Anglo- ment allowing that that circumstance gives 
Gaul tune alludes to does not say, that all j the holders any right to an indemnity from 
the assignats were purchased at two-thirds ; Parliament,, it. may be safely asserted,that, 
bei-qv par It was obviously the average that ' of the three millions sterling,said to bedue, 
was meant. But, is it not being very bold, | not one arises Irom possessions in the funds 

for a “ well-tm ailing” man, to say, or to | of the mmian by.-This oileltdrd Anglo- 

infer, that no assigna'i wAre put chased at a j Gaul in.iktswhat iti.svery likely he regards 
degraded price; and that,too, upon no tu t- j as a cutting allusion to “ Congras paper ” 
tei proof than the jircuinstance of an act of | His airow is either very dull, or he aims it 
Parliament having passed forbidding it > j at a wrong object. Certainly there was very 
Firsi; the act of Parliament was not passed j little difference inthe conduct of those who 
till I7!t3 ; and, bcfoi e ilut lime, the a'sig- i speeulifted upon the plunder of the. nobility 
xiats had lost much more than one'half of «tnd clergy, in Franco, and those whu t heat- 
thi-ir nominal value. Secondly, wh »ever ed the American soldiers of that which wag 
before asked us to com lude, tlyt, bectusc to have been the reward of their toils, and 
an aciot Parliament had bt;en passed against who spared not. even tf\e widows and orphans 
a ceitain traffic, such trail'll no longer exist- of dmso soldiers who had been slain in the 
ed f Thert-are acts of Parliann nt enough war. .Very little difference indeed; but, 
against smuggling. There me reams upon what advantage the Anglo-Gaul couldex- 
jeams •» revenue laws; ihere are penalties peel to derive from the allusion to “ Gotl¬ 
and oaths without end ; but do we see,'hat gross paper,” it would be very tiiflicult to 

a regard for either i ropi n v, body, or soul; point out.-It is asked what “ way are 

thai I'.iin and mlamy mthis world, oi ever “ me jus ice and validity of this claim af* 
las'ing toi.ifot in the world to come^ do “betel by the merit or demerit%of Mr. 
vve soe.thal.my,or ill. f these, aresufli jienl “ Put?” No one said that they were at- 
to tic.it ■n«' i I'om .t suheying the law? “ fected thereby. !• was only contended; 
Why,.then, sl^ou'o we believe iGut an art nor would Mr. Pitt’s name evet have been 
*i P«r va lient lias bu n s<. coingleteiy ctJi meiitioneuii)tlu-contioversv,fiadnottheAn- 
cmhiji i a itio pdtucuJai case before us, a case glo-Caihc creditors themselves hist brought 
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it forward in support of the principle, upon 
which their claim is founded. By a refer¬ 
ence to their printed statement, it will be 
seen, that they accrne, before hand, afpre¬ 
sumption a\\ those who censure Mr. Pitt for 
having, in the treaty of 17t.G, adopted that 
principle. It, then lore, bcc.ime necessary 
to show, that one might confer such censure, 
w ithout meriting the < harge ol presump¬ 
tion ; and, if. in defending oneself against 
such a charge, the defence assumed some¬ 
what of an offensive nature, there was no¬ 
thing in that, which is not fully justified by 

the laws of retaliation.-But* alter all, we 

are told,, that the claim of these persons 
'* does not depend on the treaty of 1786, 

“ nor upon the stipulations of am other ! 
" convention; hot on the usages of nations, j 
“ and the good Litll of France.” Well/ 
then, why is an appeal made to this na¬ 
tion ? Tnereis the “ good faith of France” 
still to apply to. As to the usage of* na¬ 
tions, however, that foundation will never 
doto stand up m: seeing, that the general . 
usage and law of nations give a full right to j 
every bclh_ r eii nt powir to confiscate all the ! 
property, ot every description, belonging to 
its enemy, or tiie subjects of ns enemy.*— ! 
This writer say s, thai, ‘* although sacrificed j 
" by perfidy ,-n the one band and pusiltuni- i 
“ truly on the otho'. it, remains to be seen, 

*' not >0 much by an -pj e.d to the genero- 
“ sity of this country, so much a» to a sense 
“ of its own honour, w hetber, tu some future 
“negotiation these Bn'ish claims w,11 not 
“ be supported with more energy and hc:- 
" ter success.” What idea this gentleman 
may have of national honour it would, pt r- 
haps, be hard to say: but there can be little 
doubt, but that a treaty may be made with¬ 
out any mention of It's claim, and yet not 
be dishonourable to the country' ; not half, 
no, not a thousandth part, so dishonourable 
as that treaty of Amiens, against, whifh these 
creditorsnevtr uttered one syllable till noux 
They have now found out, that the ministers 
were ba.e a nd pu-ill millions; but, notone I 
word of this soil did they say at the time 
when the treaty was discussed ; not one of 
them voted against the conduct of tlio:n- by 
whom that treaty was made; they all joined 
in an “ humble representation” to the French 
government; they remonstrated and in¬ 
trigued with Lord Hawkcsbury, the “ solid 
young lord,” the "sale politician ;” but ne¬ 
ver did<liey think ofappealing to the. Par¬ 
liament, till they wanted money ; money 
which they could find nobody else fool 
enough to give them; then, and not till then 
they came to the Parliament; that is, they 
Cdtne to the pockets of the people, who are 
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to toil for the sake of indemnifying them for 
losses sustained by their French speculation! 
Of such men is it too much to say that they 

have liuff -abjured their country ?-No; 

no stipulations ought to be made in their 
favour in any future treaty. The bare men¬ 
tion of such a claim must cost something 
in a negotiation ; the nation must give 
something for it, for even the setting of it 
up ; and, therefore, it never ought to be 
brought forward : the nation is no more 
bound to urge such a claim, than it is to 
urge the claim of a merchant, whose ship 
lias*been captured by the enemy'. 

" Capital, credit, and confiuence.”-— 
Under this bead a fact or two will be stated 
that will tend to illustrate what has been 
said,as to some of general principles in the 
foregoing article.—It will be remembered, 
that, in Vol. IV. p. 'J53, mention was made 
in the manner, in u hieh the riches of Eng¬ 
land were made subservientto the carrying 
on of the war on the part ofFrance. In conse¬ 
quence ol the cession of Louisiana to Fiance, 
which 11 s uon was pi oduced by the peace of 
Amiens, France acquired tire right of selling 
it to America, which she has done lor the 
sum of I 1,250,OOUdollars,being 2,531 ,750/. 
sterling,a* 4s. Oil. the dollar,or 2,812,000/. 
in our present English bank paper, at 5s. 
the dollar; speaking, therefore, in the near¬ 
est round number, we mu,t call the sum 
three millions. These three millions Ame¬ 
rica agreed to pay in stock, to be created 
for that purpose, and the interest of which 
was to be payable in Europe, and transfer¬ 
able from the government ol France to that 
of any’ other nation, or to individuals of 
Fiance, or individuals of any orhercountry. 
Having got his acquisition into this manage¬ 
able, this really tangibly form, Buonaparte 
naturally enough conceives the project of 
tuining it at once into gold, or commodities 
winch are to be purchased only with gold, 
lielias no desire to bind France to America, 
to render himself, in some degree dupen- 
dent on America, by hi ing constantly the 
creditor of America, that is to say, by hav¬ 
ing in h<*r hands a large quantity of stock, 
winch sire can, at any time sequestrate, and, 
if necessary confiscate : no ; Buonaparte 
has no w ish of that kind ; it is above the 
reach of his mind, and therefore, he mo¬ 
destly leaves it to great financiers, such as 
Mr. Addington and Mr. Pitt, who, m a pos¬ 
session like that of which we are speaking, 
would have descried the foundation of an¬ 
other “ solid system of finance/’ and would, 
probably, have made out of <L another sink¬ 
ing fund. Buonaparte, who understands 
nothing at all of these means of “ husband- 
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iag resources#” instantly abandoned all the 
immense advantages oi interest upon inte¬ 
rest, and, like the boy with the goklen-egg 
goose,set on loot a scheme for getting into bis 
clutches the whole of the principal at once. 
But,where was he to look for a purchaser of 
his stock ? Who was he to apply to for that 
urpose i Where but in England ? To whom 
ut to Englishmen!; i In short,as was before 
stated,the bargain is said to have been made, 
some time ago, by Sir Francis Baring and 
Company, the same merchants, on whom, 
duringthe Ian peace, the mei chants of Phi¬ 
ladelphia drew for payment for the jTrovi- 
siotis and stores supplied to the French army 
in St. Domingo. It is not meant to insinuate 
here, or in any other part of these remark?, 
that there was, or is, any thing either un¬ 
lawful or even blamcable in the trunsac-* 
tions of these traders. Individual interests 
are frequently at variance with the inte ests 
of the nation, without any fault on tile part 
of the individual, who, if a trader, will act 
like a trader, that is, lie will get money, if 
he can ; and if, in this pursuit, he injures 
his country, and yet acts lawfully, the fault 
is with the government ofth.it country. To 
return to the subject immediately before us. 
thehargaiu wiiliBuonanaile appears to have 
been concluded about the time that it, wa* 
said to be in negotiation, a< will be evident 
from the date of the following document, 
which is a correct copy of a ccitiiicate for a 
portion of the slock, of which we have been 
speaking. 

"TWO THOI SAX I' DOLLARS 

“ Louisiana Mx pur Cent. Siocw. 

*• iMo. —- Treasury n? the Un ted Slates, 
“ Register’s Otlice, December the -J 1th, 
" iso.'f. . 

Bit IT KNOW _\, That there i. due 
" from the Tinted Mates of Annin.a, unto 
“ Francis IIai ini. and Company, oi Lon¬ 
don, Merchants, or their assigns, fim sum 
“ too thou-and dollar-, be n mg in'erest 
“ at Six per Centum per Annum from the 
" twentieth day of l)i ci itibcr, ISOJ, inciu- 
“ sivcly, pay Able in I a union, semi aiinu.il- 
“ ly ; viz. on the first days of J. ly and.ia- 
“ auary, and at, the late oi Jour shillings and 
" sirpihcc, sterling, for each dollar, being 
“ stock created by virtue of ail .ict,i mitled, 
" " An act authorizing the creation of a 
" “ stock to the amount of eleven anIIions 
“ “ two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
•“ “ for the purpose of carrying into effect, 
•• the convention of the 30th of April, 
" “ 1803, brjfween tiie Uni Led States of 
“ America and the French Republic, and 
u M making provision for the payment of 


“ « the same,” passed the 10th day of No- 
“ vember, 1 *503, the principal of which is 
“ payable at the Treasury of the United 
" States, by annual instalments of not less 
>• thaij, one-fourth part each, the first of 
“ which will commence iilteeri years after 
*< the 21st dav of October, which 

<• debt is recorded in thisoliice, and is truns- 
ferable only by appearance in poison, oi 
•' by attorney, at the proper office, accord- 
ing to the rules and forms instituted for 
• f that purpose.’’ 

« (Signed) Joseph Nourse, Register.’* 
~~DolU. 2,000.” • . ■ 


To trace tins transaction to its ultimate 
consequence would be next to impossible, 
because that conseqifencemaybe materially 
alibcted by intervening events ; but, it re¬ 
quites no great degree of penetration to 
discover, in its operations, etlects very far 
indeed from advamageous to this country. 
Supeificial observers are apt, upon such oc¬ 
casions, to say : “ well, if Sir Francis Baring 
“ has so much money to advance, it only 
" serves to show the immense riches of this 
" country ; and, as he will, of couise, duly 
“ leccive his interest, it is as well for him to 
“ employ bis money in this way as in any 
“ other.” That Sir Francis Baring is 
mt'icly tlie speculator, is understood; be¬ 
cause nobody imagines, m the first place, 
that he Lias three millions of mom-v ; and,in 
the next place, if lie had, no one can sup¬ 
pose, that he vroultl keep it all in Louisiana 
stock. He is the mere dealer, and, in order 
to maki good his bargain, he, of course,' 
sells his stock, just as Irun-mongi'i’sscll slices 
of their omnium. In order, however, to 
preset vc us much simplicity as possible, in 
ilie statement and reasoning upon litis sub¬ 
ject, i* may be convenient to consider the 
w noFs.de dealer as being, in this parlaculai 
• instance, i lie sole holder of thfe stock that he 

ha* purchased.But, this discussion 

would, I peiccive, tequire a much greater 
space than l « an, at present, allot to it: I 
shall, tin'refute, postpone, it till my next, 
wheis an endeavour shall be made to render 
the subject familiar to the minds of those, 
who may happen not to have turned their 
attention towards it. 

Volunteer bvsTr.M.- The bill for 

consolidating the volunteer acts has not yet 
passed the House of Commons. It'has been 
committed and re-conmiitieil, and it is 
thought, will b.* re-coniimtted again. Upon 
oneof the clauses a division has taken place, 
'26 for, and ‘27 against, a majority of one in 
favour of the Doctor against Mr. Pitt. 'It 
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was a clause of the first importance, and the Castlei‘eagh insisted was “merely a pre- 

scanty attendance shows,thai the pari iament " caution of poliep.”-Finance: the ruilk 

as well as the country are grown tired and of the French finances winds-up the pam- 

disgusted with the whole matter.-Re- phlet The Knight seems resolved never 

gular regiments are, at last, to be raised for to give up this point. He is going (mercy 
rank, it seems. The case is, indeed, de»pe- on us •) to wiite another pamphlet, in order 
rate. AH the sources of recruiting have to convince the people of the Continent, 
been cut off and now tin- worst way of re- that “ if Buonaparte does not seize hold of 
cruiting, except that of ballottfng is to be “ the rich prey of the British Isles, the 
resorted to. The whole fabric exhibits, in “ neighbours of France will never enjoy 
every part, evident symptoms of decay. It “ durable repose, unless the French go- 
appears to lie in a galloping consumption, “ vernment reduces its peace expenditure 
and will very probably experience the fate " to a level with its own internal income.” 
which such patients generally* do experi- It wTndd be curious to see how he would 
ence in the hands of a quack. make this out, and still more curious to see 

Grounds of the Wak -“ Better late the effect of his, success ; but, is he not 

“ than never,” they say; and so the mi- afraid, that the neighbours of France will, 
nisters must have thought, otherwise they in this case, most earnestly pray, that 
would not have stopped till ttovj, before they Buonaparte may seize hold of the British 
put forth any thing in reply to the lepeated Islands ? If such seizure is likely to pro- 
declarations of France,that “noarmaments, cure them durable repose, is it not pretty 
“ except for colonial service, was making in certain, that they will endeavour to assist in 
“ her ports, at the date of the King's rnes- thp undertaking ? And has not Sir Francis 
“ sage. 1 ’ Now, comes forth a pamphlet by over-shot himself here ? Has he not gone 

Sir Francis D'lvernois upon “ the immense beyond his last ?-And are vve, indeed, 

“ war-like preparations which were made still so doltish as to listen to this idle talk 
“in France instantly after the treaty of about the ruin of the finances of .France ? 
"Amiens.” The Knight calls this pam- Alas! most dearly have we heretofore paid 
phlet " a'fragment of an historical exposi- forthis flat* ei y of the opinions of a minister. 
“ tion of the events which led r> the rup- Were the pamphlet paid for; were the 
" ture of the treaty,” and tells his readers, writer pensioned, or pi mooted; and did 
that it was intended to form the close of that the matter end there, it would he a thing to 
production of hispe.n; but he adds that it be laughed at: but, the minister, in too 
appealed to him, that the facts which the many instances, builds an erroneous opinion 
fragment contains, were too little known, upon what is thus advanced, or, at least it 
and could not be too jnuch known, and, confirms him in an erroneous opinion ulrea- 
therefore, he published it first instead of dy conceived, and to flatter which, without 
last. It is, and probably ever will be, a sub- anv evil design, is the object of the writer, 
jectof regret, that this thought did not strike Jamaica. —In another part of this sheet 

the writer at a more early epoch. It is now will be found the speech of the Governor at 
more than a year since the king’s message the proroguing of thT* Legislative Assembly 
was sent to the parliament, and, whoever of Jamaica. Of the proceedings of the As- 
reads Sir Francis’s pamphlet will see, that it scmbly we have no account; but, from the 
might have been written in a very few* days, sentiments and language of the Governor, 
not to say bouts. Neither does the pam- the dispute, between them appears to be a 
phlet, even at this last moment, seem to con- continuation of that which was begun, with 
tain ai?y statements or argument likely to so much warmth, in 1802 ; to wit, the Go- 
produce much effect; and, if the work be vernor calls upon-the Assembly for money 
what the author thinks it is; if it does con- to defray the expence of maintaining an ad- 
tain facts that are too little known and that ditional number of troops ; the Assembly, 
cannot be known too much, it may be not instead of consenting thereto, refuses, upon 
altogether unworthy of his mathematical grounds which they state very irftich at 
powers to solve the problem of how many length, conclude in the following words : 
hundred years it will be before these facts “ that, from the various considerations alrea- 
will reach the eyes of the persons who have “ dy stated, the House consider it to be their 

read our ^accusation in the Moniteur.-“ duty not to comply with the requisitions 

At the close of his pamphlet sir Francis has “ signified in Lord Hobart’s disjratches, of 
given us a list of the heads of his intended “ paying and subsisting 5,000 troops at the 
exposition; and, amongst the groundsof the “sole expence of this colony, and-their 
war, on our part, he has reckoned the arrest “ resistance is founded on constitutional 
of Captain D’Auvergne, an act which Lord “ right and justice; but, if they could be 
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'• induced to depart from their duty by an 
** inclination to comply with the ministers 
'• requisition* the circumstances, in which 
" this country is, at this time* involved, 
“ from the great depression in the price of 
*• its various staples and articles of com* 
“ merce—the exorbitant rise in all articles 
*« of British and Irish merchandize and 
“ provisions imported—the advanced price 
“ of every article necessary for cultivation 
" and subsistence—the injurious regulations 
" and restrictions on its produce in the Bri- 
“ tish markets—the ruinous and oppressive 
“ duties existing, and likely to be increased, 
“ on its import and exports to fir cat Bri- 
" tain—the difficulties attending its com- 
“ mercial intercourse witli the American 
“ States, whence many most essential ar- 
" tides necessary for carrying on the cul- 
" tivation of our properties, and for the 
" subsistence of the inhabitants of all le- 
“ scriplions, can alone be obtained; arising 
“ from the prohibition to export any article of 
“ our staple productions, except turn and mo- 
" lasses, in American bottoms —and the pres- 
" sure of-a very heavy existing debt, for 
** which a high rate of interest is paid— 
“ render it altogether, totally impossible 
" for the people to pay such an enormous 
" amount ot additional taxes, as would 
“ be necessarily retpiired to support such 
“ an expensive establishment.” * This is 
the dispute, which has now been renewed ; 
and, it behoves us to take care, that the 
“ well-meaning” ministers do not excite 
an open rupture in this very tender part of 
llis Majesty’s dominions. Mark well the 
sentiment relative to the intercourse with the 
United States of Americd, whence “ alone ” 
subsistence and other essential articles can be 
obtained. Observt^that the assembly com¬ 
plains of the prohibition to export sugar and 
coflee directly to the United Stales in Ame¬ 
rican bottoms. That is, the “ well mean¬ 
ing” ministers have so wisely managed mat¬ 
ters as at once to excite discontent, and to 
embolden the discontented to complain of 
the hardships produced by the English navi¬ 
gation act! Is it not surprising, that a dis¬ 
pute of such a nature, and insuch a colony, 
should have existed ever since the month of 
June, without having called forth any 
Qiotion, any speech, or even any the most 
distant allusion, in either House of Parlia¬ 
ment ?—Of the merits of the dispute be¬ 
tween the governor and the assembly it be¬ 
comes no private individual hastily to offer 
an opinion ; but, for the existence of the 
dispute,for so ljyig a time, the ministers are 


* See the whole of these proceedings, Register, I 
Vol. II. p. 313 and 328 j also p, 865, . j 
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responsible } and one cannot but perceive, in 
their requisition to the assembly of Jamaica* 
another instance of that system of extorting 
the means of military defence without appli¬ 
cation t*> parliament. Such was their con¬ 
duct at Bristol, where the parishes rejected 
their proposition upon grounds similar to 
those urged by the Jamaica assembly.—— 
Another consideration is, if an additional 
number of troops are necessary at Jamaica, 
of which necessity there is little doubt, why 
are they not there ? Why is not the means of 
maintaining them voted here? Is the colony to 
be left with an inadequate defence during the 
continuation ofthe dispute r These are ques¬ 
tions that will, probably, be asked in another 
place ere long; but assuredly, they ought 
even at this moment, to engage men’s minds; 
1 for, is there any one vfho can tranquilly con* 
template the consequencencesthat may arise 
from a.serious disturbance in Jamaica ? Next 
to Ireland that island is our vulnerable point. 
Its revolt or subjugation, might not be so 
speedily fatal to Great-Britain ; but, the ef¬ 
fect would be terrible ; it would shake the 
empire to its very foundation; it would be a 
signal of genet ai defection ; it would be 
justly regarded as the harbinger of our an¬ 
nihilation as a great and independent 
power. The subject is of vast importance, 
and calls for immediate attention. 

Finance.— In the present volume, p. 
303, itwas observed, that, in order to throw 
dust in the eyes of the public, another emis¬ 
sion of Exchequer Bills would be resorted to. 
This has already tak^n place, the bill is now 
in its progress through parliament for the 
emission of paper of this sort to the amount 
of 2,000,000/. and the pretext is, to “give 
time lor the arrangement of the war taxes.” 
What! to give time for the arrangement of 
taxes imposed inthe month of June last! Sur¬ 
prising 1 What arrangement can be wanted ? 
Wliat Aas there to do but to collect the 
taxes, which the parliament at the instance 
of the minister, thought it wise to impose ? 
They have not been collected. What is the 
reason? Theycnnnot be collected. Whatuthe 
the reason ? The minister said they could be 
collected. And is such a man, then, fit to 
be a minister of finance ? Is such a man fit 
to be a nobleman’s steward ? Is he fit to be 
any thing requiring financial knowledge, 
even of the lowest, the very lowestdescrip- 
tion ? And why do we, therefore, patiently 
hear his sway without any remonstrance, 
without any effort to remove hitn, without 
putting up one single prayer to our gracious 
Sovereign to commit his and our affairs to 
abler hands ? While this is our conduct, we 
merit all the ruin that is falling upon our 
heads.—Those who turn their minds to fi- 
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ntncial matters will do well to watch the 
progress of the measures of supply for the 
resent year. The creation of exchequer 
ills is a trick that will eke out appearances 
for a while; but, if the annihilation pf them 
is not provided for in the ways and means, 
let it be remembered, that they go to aug¬ 
ment, first the unfunded debt, and after¬ 
wards the funded debt, and, lew it also be 
remembered, that the Doctor is pledged to 
carry on this war, " even to a protracted 
" period without making any addition to the 
“ national debt.” Let this never be forgot¬ 
ten. With the aid of this declaration, which 
admits .of no subterfuge, we shall, at all 
times, be able to try his statements and ac¬ 
counts.—The deception which is practised 
upon the public, or which is produced unin¬ 
tentionally, relative to'.his subject of finance 
is truly astonishing. There lies now upon 
the tabic before me, a publication entitled, 
“ Moule’s compendium of the Funds, 1803” 
in which publication there is *' a statement 
of finance and expenditure, 1803.” In this 
statement, the accounts of the nation are 
struck, as it were in an account current, 
leaving on the credit side a balance of 
289,562/. But, the taxes are stated to have 
produced 5,500,000/. more than they have 
produced, and on the other side, the issue 
of Exchequer Bills is stated at 5,000,0 001. 
short of the sum issued ; making a differ¬ 
ence of 10,500,000/. Yet this publication 
is dedicated, “ by permission/ 1 to the Doc¬ 
tor, aud was sent to me as something con¬ 
veying useful information, and that, too, bv 
a very opulent and eminent merchant ! If 
such persons are thus deceived, how can we 
wonder at the total darkness that prevails 
amongst the editors of newspapers, and 
amongst the people generally r The publi¬ 
cation, to which I have here referred, is 
very elegantly engraven on copper plate. 
Thousand and thousands of copies have, 
probably, been circulated. And, will any 
man say, that it is right for the nation to be 
thu£deceived ? To be thus led on blind¬ 
folded to the very verge of some great con¬ 
vulsion ? Can any rational person hope, 
that a few weeks, or a few months, will be 
sufficient to prepare the public mind for the 
shock which must finally happen r Since 
about the time that thefunding system arose, 
if has been growing more and more the 
vague to boast of the “ enlightened age/’ 
in whiqji we live j and to speak of all the 
time beyond a hundred years or two back, 
as the “ dark ages/’ We prattle very pret¬ 
tily about the superstition of our forefathers, 
those who introduced Christianity into our 
ifland, those who founded our churches and 
our colleges, these who bestowed the en¬ 


dowments that we in too many instances 
have had the gracelessness to squander, 
those from whom we derive almost every 
thing that we possess that is truly valuable 
and great : these men we describe as fool¬ 
ishly credulous;; but, 1 defy anyone to pro¬ 
duce from the true history either of their so¬ 
cial or religious conduct and opinions, any 
single instance of credulity so complete, so 
disgraceful to the human mind, as that 
which now prevades the inhabitants of the 
’Change. 

Conspiracy at Paris. —Pichegru, it ap¬ 
pears, has been taken and is actually a pri¬ 
soner at Paris. As far as one can judge 
from what has transpired, it seems that Mo¬ 
reau had some connexion with the conspi¬ 
rators ; nor is there much room for doubt, 
that, the persons concerned were, in some 
degree, at least, acting with the knowledge, 
if not with the consent and encouragement 
of our ministers. But, it. has by no means 
been made to appear, and I trust it will not, 
that assassination was the object, or that 
such a deed made any part of the plan. Of 
this, however, we shall, doubtless learn 
more, when the trials have taken .Diace. In 
the mean time, we must regard the under¬ 
taking as intended to excite revolt inFrance, 
for the purpose of oversetting the Consul, 
and certainly with the prolession, if not 
the intention, of restoring the kine. It 
will, therefore, I trust, be excused, ifltake 
the liberty to remind my readers of what 
was said upon this ruI ject, in Vol. IV. of 
the Register, p. 163. by a correspondent, 
who wrote under the name of Inquisitor, 
and who, in speaking of a plan of the 
kind which has now been attempted to 
be executed, made the following pro¬ 
phetic observations : " f My third objection 
" is to the dangers of such a plan. These 
“ are in truth so many and so great, that 
“ I doubt whether they would not alto* 
“ get he i be an absolute impediment to it. 

“ . In my mind they are such, t^iat 1 

“ certainly would not choose to adopt any 
" plan subject to them ; and, I tlunk, no 
“ reasonable man would ——Let U3 con- 
“ aider a little what they are. In the first 
“ place there is the danger of a discovery. 
'* Any event of that sort would be*of course 
“ fatal to those, whose assistance may thus 
“ have been gained ; and this to an bo* 
“ nourable mind would be sufficient, I 
“ should imagine, to outweigh all the sup* 
,r posed advantages of the plau. For how 
•• would a man feel, when he heard of the 
“ execution of persons, why only became 
“ liable to it through his means, and at his 
“ instigation l But the bad consequences 
/' of a discovery do not end here. The 
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" whole scheme would of course be entire- best, low and dirty, and, if it did fail, " the 
" ly detected, and whatever progress had " will must be taken for the deed.” But, if 
" been made,, and whatever money spent, the project had borne the marks of high 
"the work would be to be begun afresh, and generous sentiment, the projector would 
*'And then it would not be a work of the never h^ve been forgiven: his failure would 
“ same difficulty and danger only; but a have been thrown in his teeth everyday in 
“ work of increased dangers, and increased the year; every penny he had expended 
" difficulties; increased on account of the would have been counted a thousand times 
« fear persons would entertain of entering over; and, if, perchance, a life had been 
" on a scheme already once detected, and lost, though in fair and honourable combat, 
" on account of the additional precautions the blood would have remained upon his 
♦‘and vigilance, that would be exerted, head to the last hour of his existence.——It 
“ after the discovery of our attempt, to do cannot but strike one as something extreme- 
“ iect new ones. The discovery too,* in ly whimsical* that Moieau should have be- 
** this case, is not a very pleasant circum- come such a favourite with us Englishmen, I 
" stance. That a country t which has even have never heard of one good act of that 
“ a pretence to call itself, and esteem itself man’s whole life. We all know', that he 
“ a great country, should attempt to pursue basely betrayed Piehegru, who had been his 
" a great plan of policy by bribes and un- Tritnd and protector; fttid, as to his deeds of 
“ derhaud means, is not u very dignified plunder and of blood, they are pretty well 
"nor a very noble line of policy. It is recorded in tire Circles of Suabia and Fran- 
" worthy only of a people, who think of coniu, wheie he was guilty of cruelties the 
“ nothing but money; whose God is their description of which makes the blood run 
" gold ; who think it will clothe them and cold. I have heard of no act of contrition 
"feed them, and fight for them, and do on his part; nothing have 1 heard of to 
" every thing for them. The discovery of wipe away his crimes; nor can I, merely 
" such’ a jjlan of action, would, I am afraid, because he. isregarded asthe rival andenemy 
“ fully justify all the reproaches tin own out of Buonopaitelningmyselfto lock upon him 
" against us as a nation of shop-keepers, as a person to be respected, admired, ap- 
" It might authorize, too, somewhat of the plauded, and beloved. We hear persons, 
"accusation of Punic Faith, which has wlio refuse to listen, for a moment, to any re- 
been often made. In short, for my own port that states Moreau to have*been con- 
** part, I think, the bad consequences of a cerned in an assassination plot. He might 
" discovery in this case would be so many not; for, no such plot might exist, perhaps; 
" and so grievous, that even if there was but, I can see nothing in his character, or in 
“ little chance of such a discovery (and I his former conduct, gr in his late situation, 
“ believe there would, on the other hand, to make us regard such participation, on his 
“ be great chance of it), and even if in its part, as any thing incredible. There are 
“ other parts I thought tile scheme as ad- persons, who, when they are told, that Mo- 
“ viseable as I think it is impolitic; even r^au had conferences with the conspirators, 
" in that case, for (far o> this discovery, I reply, that he was loo honourable a man to 

" would not attempj. it nt all."-The betray confidonii.il communications. But, 

ministers tell people, that they do not read let these persons ask themselves how this 
tire Register, and, if they tell truth, is not doctrine*agrees with the laws of England, 
the fact to be regretted ? The passage I which, though the mildest ifl the world, 
have Jiere quoted needs no comment: it is condemn a man to death for such “ hrnour- 
so applicable to the case, that if she writer able " dealing. Besides, if Moreau had dis¬ 
had then possessed the information, which approved of the plot, be its nature what it 
the public is now in possession of, he could might, and if honour forbade him to make a 
hardly have described the plan, its failure, discovery, honour most assuredly did not 
and its consequences in more appropiiate forbid him to oblige the conspirators to de¬ 
terms. Nevertheless, this writer was, at sist; and, we have not heard that they did 
the time when he wrote, regarded as ex- desist, but are told, that they remained 
tremely "chivalrous, 1 * a perfect Wind- plotting at Paris, till the day on which Mo- 
hamite, a man wanting " prudence and reau himself was arrested.— r Moreau is, 
** discretion," and, therefore, " by «no however, by no means the only object of 
" means a safe politician.” The safe poli- our partiality, which has beeil shewn to- 
ticians have now showed the world what waidsseveralotherFrenchgeucrals; indeed 
they can do. 'Pie fate of the unfortunate tow aids every one, in whom we could pos* 
men, who have embarked in their schemes, sibly find any thing to form a contrast dr¬ 
ought to be a warning to the nation. It will advantageous to the mail whom wc fear* 
not be so, however. The project waB| atj Wew'erconce in love with Kleber, about 
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whom the philanthropists of London made 
much more clamour than they did about the 
French royalists so basely given up to but¬ 
chery at Guadaloupe. It was Dessaix that 
won the battle of Marengo, and wc disco¬ 
vered, after he was dead, that he was “ a 
most worthy character," notwithstanding 
his acts of rebellion. And, it was not this 
Buonaparte who produced the.last revolu¬ 
tion ; it was his brother Lucien, whose cou¬ 
rage supplied the want of that quality in the 
other. In short, we seem to catch at any 
thing wherewith to persuade ouist-lves and 
the world, that Buonaparte is 3 contempti¬ 
ble wretch; but, while we do not succeed 
in hushing our own fears, the ill-natured 
world perceive our intention and repays us 

with real contempt a thousand fold.--The 

world is just, perfectly just. It bids us beat • 
Buonaparte, especially if he be so poor and 
pusillanimous a creature; for if wc truly 
describe him, what description will -suit 
those who have recourse to conspiracies a- 
gainst him ?—1 have heard of an attempt to 
justify this plotting, upon the ground, that 
Buonaparte is a troubler of the world, and 
that it is impossible ever to live in peace 
with him. This may be true, and 1 believe 
it is; but it forms no justification for our 
using foul means against him. He docs, 
indeed, plainly say, " I will beat you, and 
“ conquer you, and make slaves of you;" 
but, in so saying, does he not expose him¬ 
self aud his people to be beaten, and con¬ 
quered, and made slaves of by us; is there 
not a perfect reciprocity of dangers and ad¬ 
vantages. “ But” say'the lovers of peace 
and a large loaf, “ we do not want to 
“ beat the French; we do not want to 
" conquer their country and to make 
“ slaves of them.” Well; Buonaparte 
cannot help that. It is a matter of taste. 
He chooses to fight for conquest; we do 
not; we are fond of defensive wr.r; our 
“ glory" is totpreserve ourselves from being, 
captured and yoked; and, shall we, be¬ 
cause our fancy differs from his, thereon 
found a right to employ against him means 
not allowed of in war ? But," we' do not 
" like ttwr at all, either for offence or de- 
“fence.” Very true; but this again is 
matter of liking or expedience, and he 
does like it, or he thinks it expedient. 
What, then, have we left, whereby to ob¬ 
tain redress; whereby to chastise the 
enemy i WaV. It is, at last, a mere ques¬ 
tion of ‘pawn; and all complaint, on our 
art, all the blame which we throw upon 
im, is perfectly childish. In reasoning 


about the conductor nations, men are ever' 
apt to retain the notions which they imbibe 
in common life, and which Utey proceed 
upon in discussing the conduct of indivi¬ 
duals; than which a more erroneous course 
cannot be pursued. Between individuals 
there is always a third party duly authorised 
to decide, and having full power to force its 
decisions. Disputing nations have no such 
umpire. Each is, and ever must be while 
it is independent, the sole judge of its own 
actions. For policy’s sake, each does, in¬ 
deed, endeavour to justify its conduct in the 
ey« of the world; but, it is, after all, the 
sword, or the dread of the sword, that must 
decide the dispute ; and, to be finally in the 

right, a nation rtiust be victorious.-All 

our complainings, therefore, are of noavail; 
they will obtain us neither the assistance 
nor the compassion of other nations: and, 
we may be well assured, that what we call 
the violence and injustice of France will 
never be regarded as a valid plea for any 
act, on our part, contrary to the established 
usages of war. 

Naval Inquiry. —On the 15th inst. 
a motion for papers, relative to the Navy, 
was made, in the House of Commons by 
Mr. Pitt. The motion was supported by 
Admiral Beikeley, Mr. Wilberforco, Mr. 
Fox, Mr. Sturges, Sir William Elford, and 
Mr. Ponsonby ; and was opposed by Mr. 
Tierney, Sir C. Pole, Sir Edward Pellew, 
Capt. Markham, Sir William Curtis, Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Tyrwhitt Jones and the 
Doctor. The debate, which lasted about 
eight hours, terminated in a division, 
130 for the motion, 201 against it, leav¬ 
ing the Doctor a majority of only 71. 

-When it is remembered, thatthc House 

consists of more tDan opO members, it will 
be, at once, perceived, that it was, on this oc¬ 
casion, comparatively very thin ; and, those 
who have had a little experience in parlia¬ 
mentary tactics will know, that keeping away 
from divisions is one of the first sy mptopis of 
back-sliding.-Mr. Sheridan has, how¬ 

ever, at last, made his appearance again, 
and we shall npw see the manly and 
consistent part he will act. He observed, 
that it was the first time in his life that he 
had voted against enquiry; and, it would be 
very difficult to account for his new line of 
conduct upon any other ground thau that of 
his having got one place, and his being upon 
the ( look>out for another. Zea lous patriot; 
After having served his King and Country 
so long in Parliament, he is now willing to 
take upon him the burthen of office.. 
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LORD ST. VINCENT. 

Sir,—I* cannot, without indignation, 
read a long and vulgar * tirade’ of ajxise by 
Z. against Lord St. Vincent. To repeat Ks 
charges is to refute them t viz. that the 
Navy Board is grown strict and punctilious 
in its contracts j that the Dock-yard officers 
are now compelled to do their duty; tl^t 
the board of‘Admiralty "issue orders which 
are too clear and precise to be evaded. See. 
Then he inveighs against the manufactory 
of stores in the Dock-yards, though their 
tenfold superiority over all contracted ar¬ 
ticles is proverbial in thenaxy. lint, enough. 
Do such absurd accusations require further 
refutation ? Is there ;mv one so blind as nor 
to see *he pen of a disappointed contrarmr 

in every woid of them - - Then, Sir, Kri- 

tanicus levels the whole broadside of his 
prosing oratory against blockading the ene¬ 
my’s fleets; and conjures administration to 
re-adopt the system wli’di has beon univer¬ 
sally' approved of in the late, and in all for¬ 
mer wars; but, wlutt was that system ? 
When the French had a Brest fleet ready to 
come out, how else were our Channel sqtia- 
'drons disposed of? Why does not this in¬ 
genious tactician explipn Ins ideas of the 
proper mode of employment for two adverse 
fleets ? Let him look back at the torrent of 
abuse with which our admirals have been 
loaded, whenever their blockading vigilance 
has been eluded. 1 entirely agree with you, 
Mr. Editor, that the strictness of a blockade 
may be pushed too far ; that a prudent com * 
maider will seize the moment when to re¬ 
lax, when to spare his ships; that a super¬ 
fluity of force may be employed upon that 
service; and, even that our armaments are 
unequally, and perhaps, imprudently dis¬ 
tributed. Blit against the general principle 
of blockade, in" so far as it relates to the 
watching tb^ enemy's fleet with an equality 
of force, Britanicus must bring argument 
founded on experience and knowledge; not 
loose and flimsy declamations; and til* then 
the gallant officers and seamen reject his in¬ 
sidious praises, which can have no other ef¬ 
fect but to unnerve their energy and to pa- 
■ salyse their persevering effoits.——In a sub-' 
sequent letter, I. Q. censures Lord St. Vin* 
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cent for ,not -having blockaded Toulon in 
I7<?8. And a long string of disasters is at¬ 
tributed to that omission. But, Sir, nothing 
cjn be more unfair than looking back 
through'the events of a series of ye an, to 
judge the merits of a military transaction. 
Human abilities are not to be thus tried, the 
information a general can obtain, the orders 
he is under, the force he commands, the po¬ 
sition of his adversaries, in short, the cir¬ 
cumstances of the moment which press upon 
him, are the only elements from which ho¬ 
nour and justice will decide upon his con¬ 
duct.-Do not, Sir, imagine me the advo¬ 

cate of the Earl St.Vincent: there isnoauan 
who has more reason .to deprecate the con¬ 
duct, public and private, of that nobleman 
than I have; but, I cannot bear to see any 
public character sustaining an enormous load 
of business and responsibility, exposed to the 
petty attacks of ignorance; nor to see your 
page* soiled with the baso insinuations of 

sordid and malicious interest.-1 am. Sir, 

yours, kc. &c T. H. 

Mai ch IS ih 1804. 


NAVAL INttUIRV. 

Sir, -The discussion in the House of 

Commons, on Thursday, the 15th instant, 
relative to the conduct of the boaid of Ad¬ 
miralty, having been the subject of general 
conversation and remark, I am induced to 
trouble you, i>y attempting to remove somo 
false impressions, which the debates of that 
evening seem calculated to make on the public 
mind.—-Many have supposed' a spirit of 
party and prejudice showed itself upon this 
occasion very similar to what disgraced the 
country in the case of Admiral K*sppel; but 
this, notwithstanding appearances, I cannot 
credit: the present subject is of too awful a 
nature, for such sentiments to Have been 
acted upon ; besides, it ought to be remem¬ 
bered that Lord Keppel's amiable qualitie* 
contributed greatly to produc^ partiality, 
—It lists been adduced as a proof of party 
spirit, that .there, is a secret understanding 
between Lord St. Vincent and the Old Op¬ 
position, whnh is supposed to have mani¬ 
fested itself, by a remark of Mr. Shtfriden, 
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respecting Sir E. Nepean’s continuance in 
office, and that of Sir A. Hammond, al¬ 
though there was a known coolness between 
them and the First Lord. This remark of 
Mr Sheridan's (whether there be a good 
understanding between Lord St. V. and cer¬ 
tain members of the House, or net) is un¬ 
doubtedly a very strange one, for had every 
man his lordship disagreed with,been re¬ 
moved from their station*, scarce one officer 
or person who has served with him would, 
at this eventful crisis, be found in public 
employment.-That it should appear un¬ 

accountable to many, how the conduct °f 
the Admiralty, so generally disapproved of 
out of doors, and most notoriously depre¬ 
cated by the navy, should he so warmly sup¬ 
ported in the House of Commons, where 
impartiality and attention to the opinion of 
their constituents should influence every 
member, is not surprising.——The apparent 
inconsistency I conceive, is probably created 
by apprehension in members of being 
though r not to entertain a sufficiently strong 
and grateful recollection of the services ren¬ 
dered his country by the First Lord on the 

14th of February, 1797--Generally to 

condemn such a disposition in the repre¬ 
sentatives of a free people, who are supposed 
to be chosen on account of the liberality of 
their sentiments, and the pre-eminence of 
their abilities, • would be reprehensible; but 
it may surely be allowable to express regret 
when this amiable bias prevails so fur as to 
screen the individual in whose favour it ope¬ 
rates, from all subsequent blame, however 
justly incurred, and it is self-evident that the 
most worthy are frequently seduced into 
error by an over great attention to claims on 
their gratitude.—A good sea officer may 
be a bad statesman. A good seaman may 
be a bad officer; professional knowledge 
being alone requisite to form the seamaiv 
whilst decision, temper, justice, and jnode- 
ration are essential qualifications for an offi¬ 
cer. A good officer, in the true sense af the ' 
word, will' rarely resort to dishonourable 
means, even for effecting the most desirable 
objects, and will carefully avoid every ap¬ 
pearance of prejudice, partiality, or revenge. 
But to. end this digression. In the course 
of Thursday’s debate, the conduct of the Ad¬ 
miralty and Lord St. V.’s character, though 
not implicated in Mr. Pitt's motion, were 
warmly supported by the ministry and some 
of the old opposition, whilst Mr. Pitt’s mo¬ 
tives, for winging the question before Parlia¬ 
ment, and those of hts supporters and ad¬ 
visers, were by some speakers harshly cen¬ 
sored and grossly misrepresented.—Mr. 
Fox appears to have -toted fur the ioquiiy. 


but principally (as his speech is rendered), 
because inquiry would increase Lord St. V.’s 
credit—-Capt. Markham is made to say, 
'that the movers of the question 1 were actu¬ 
ated by persona] pique.—I cannot decide 
how correctlygiven these and other speeches 
I propose commenting upon, maybe in the 
public prints, they are my sole authority, 
but hitherto uncontradicted by better.— 
Mr. Tierney’s, Mr Sheridan's, and Mr.Tyr- 
wbitt Jones', they represent as having been 
particularly personal and intemperate.— 
Mr. Pitt is insultingly asked: if be was pa¬ 
nic struck ? who were his advisers ? Why 
they did not come forward ? Doth he mean 
to set up his judgment, in naval matters, in 
opposition to the Admiralty’s?—s—He is 
told, his motion smells of a contract. That 
he has interfered much about the volunteers, 
but it is to be hoped he will let the navy 
alone.—His advisers are represented as 
unemployed and disappointed officers, who 
are wandering about the streets deservedly* 
neglected; whose testimony is the more sus¬ 
picious as widely different from that of Sir 

C. Pole and Sir Edward Pellew.-Surely, 

Mr. Editor, a good cause cannot require or 
be benefited in the eyes of the public, by 
such support as this! Who asks if that 
great, thar honest, that brave statesman, 
Mr. Pitt, is panic struck ? Mr. Tierney! 
For shame, for shame! How indelicate! 
How unjust! Is Mr. Pitt the man who can 
fairly be supposed iguorant of any subject 
he solemnly brings before Parliament; who 
can even be suspected of leaguing with uii- 
principled contractors and designing pecula¬ 
tors, to deceive and embarrass his country ? 
Is it likely he woul^ be directed in his pub¬ 
lic conduct by the information of undeserv¬ 
ing officers, if sucl^ presented themselves ? 
But where is ihe evident of there existing 
amongst our naval officers such unworthy 
men, such traitors to their country ? And 
without evidence, is it honourable to insult 
those who are already suffering from neg¬ 
lect ? If there are any of this description, 
why (in thfe language of these gentlemen) 
not name them/and hold them up to the 
detestation they have deserved ?—Be as¬ 
sured, Mr. Editor, there are as good sea of¬ 
ficers, and as honourable men, now unem¬ 
ployed as any that are serving; “as real 
friends to their King and Country, and as 
incapable of descending to any meanness for 
interested ends.—In saying this, I am not 
to bb understood as intending to disparage 
those in employment, they would, I am sure, 
concur in my remark. But some worthy 
impartial representatives cry, who are these 
respectable naval characters that wish lor 
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inquiry respecting the Admiralty ? Why 
don’t they come forward f To this 'I an¬ 
swer; it is useless to name them: no means 
have yet heen afforded them of giving, their 

opinion publicly with effect ?-Let the 

House call to their bar, and examine any 
number of sea officers, employed or unem¬ 
ployed, and I will answer with my head, no 
member will longer doubt the source of Mr. 
Pitt’s information, or the singularity of Ad¬ 
miral Pole and Sir E. Pellew’s opinion. These 
last mentioned officers are stated to have 
said in the House of Commons, that Mr. 
P.’s motion was calculated to excite a ground¬ 
less distrust in the Admiralty, wbostf systetq 
they perfectly approved. They said we have 
ships of the 1 line and every description of 
ships, and armed vessels sufficient for our 
purpose. They disapproved our building 
ships in merchants’ yards, and hiring sm.-TH 
craft, because in both, impositions have been 

practised,-They said, that gun-boats 

ought to be resisted by ships of war, not by 
gun boats, and that of the latter, we have 


of large ships on the coast of Ireland, at St. 
Helens, in the Downs, and in Leith Roads, 
of sufficient force to meet the Brest fleet, in 
the evept of its escaping Admiral Cornwal¬ 
lis’ vigilance, there would be no unnecessary 
preparation against ppss.ble and serious mis¬ 
chief. They will tell you, that we are deficient 
in small craft j that the French gun-boats, 
when becalmed iu deep water, or when they 
are amongst shoals, can only be effectually 
resisted by similar vessels; that our armed 
boats are private property, and constructed 
for other purposes than those of war; they 
are consequently not always to be had when 
wanted,* nor are they strong enough to bear 
the frequent firing of artillesy,-whilst laden 
with a quantity of ammunition sufficient for 
serious engagement with the enemy; be-, 
sides this, their mQtion (from their lightness), 
is too quick to allow of their firing cannon 
with good effect at any material distance; 
and when near, they are exposed to suffer 
•severely, from want of cover for their men, 
and room for a sufficient number with small 


numbers sufficient for our purpose.-They 1 

are further represented as having said the | 
exertions used to obtain men were unparal¬ 
leled; Sir E. Pellcw is made to declare, ! 
that alfranks and descriptions of men in the i 
navy have shewn wore zeal and ardour in ; 
the service, than were ever manifested on ; 
any former occasion; that there was never ! 
greater satisfaction manifested on board each j 
particular ship, nor were they ever better 1 
stored, or in better condition in every re- 1 
spect, than from 1801 to this time.—By what 
facts or arguments these officers could have 
supported their assertions, I cannot judge. 
(Sir E Pellew’s abilities 1 fully admit,) but, 

I most venture to asseft, both deceived the 
public, though I dare believe unintentional¬ 
ly -Examine # the ‘ best informed naval 

officers, and they w ill tell you we have nut 
ships and vessels enough of any description ' 
for our present purpose, nor a proper suc¬ 
cession for the protracted warfare wc are* 
likttly to be engaged in ; they will tell you 
we*have neither stores nor artificers in our 
dock-yards, proportioned Jo our wants; that ! 
our ships are, generally speaking, in bad j 
condition and ill supplied; that they are ill , 
manned, and their stores, particularly rope, ' 
are of4ad quality ; they would tell you, that . 
the zeal, spirit, and ardour of our officers is , 
not impaired, but that the treatment they 
experience from the Admiralty is revolting, 
and the nature of their instructions embar¬ 
rassing, that unprecedented restrictions are 
set on their conduct, and that it is watched 
by encourage^ informers* of every descrip¬ 
tion, They would tell yon, if we had a fleet • 


arms. They will allow, that impositions 
have been practised from constructing ships 
in merchants' yards, and in hiring small ves¬ 
sels, yet that these impositions being now 
detected, may be guarded against in future; 
and that unless we adopt these methods to 

obtain each, we shall obtain neither.-As 

the sum of their opinion, they will assert, 
that whilst any means are omitted of in¬ 
creasing our naval force of every description, 
our number of seamen, and quantity of stores 
to the utmost possible extent, whilst in hosti¬ 
lity with France,Jblame is imputable to those 
who preside at the Admiralty — - - Much re¬ 
mains untouched, that might be adduced in 
support of Mr. Pitt’s motion, and reply to 
the various objections it met with ; but for 
the present, at least, I will not attempt to 

engross a larger share of your time.-1 

'remain. Sir, your's faithfully, 

' An Oi.d Seaman. 

POWERS OF THE CONTINENT. 

Sir, -Before entering on the eventful 

scenes before us, it will be proper to take a 
short view of the theatre on which they are 
acting : to avoid referring to single and in¬ 
sulated transactions, it will be necessary to 
take a tapid retrospect of some of the prin¬ 
cipal events that have led to the present 
dislocation of Europe ——Europe had been 
divided between the rival houses of France 
and Austria, for about two cemuries pre¬ 
vious to the extinction of the male line of 
the House of H.thsburg, when Prussia arose, 
occasioned new connexions, new alliances. 



.423] COBBETT'S WEEKLY 

' and has contributed considerably to produce 
great changes in this quarter of the globe. 
In the early part of that period Austria pre¬ 
dominated, but during'thc latter and much 
longer part, the power of France had been 
constantly On the increase, while that of 
Austria had comparatively been on the de¬ 
cline. England, and afterwards Holland, 
though far from steady in their 1 political 
conduct, had repeatedly entered the lists in 
time to prevent the balance from being 
materially shaken. But, although the ba¬ 
lance was not lost, France, notwithstanding 
civil wars, the dotage of Louis XIV., fbe 
profligacy Of 'the regency, and -.be inanity 
of Louis XV., had successively added to her 
dominions, and wanted nothing but an able 
-administration to appear more formidable 
than in the most shining days of Louis 
XIV. The only effectual opponent to so 
great and growing a power, would have 
been an union of the German empire, suf¬ 
ficiently strong to call forth the whole force 
of that great body with energy and effect. 
Since the peace of Westphalia, that could 
never fully take place. AmoRg so many 
princes with jarring interests, there were 
always some who had foreign connexions, 
and even France fouud allies in the empire 
itself. Much, however, had been done 
■with the assistance of the maritime powers 
to oppose the progress of France, till Prus¬ 
sia, in becoming an independent state, did, 
in fact, dismember the Germanic body, and 
■ crippled the power of the House of Austria. 
When it first acquired tha title of kingdom, 
’ the change of name was of little conse¬ 
quence, as it continued under the ipfiuenee 
of the empire; but, when the throne came 
to be filled by a prince, who not satisfied 
with the name- of king, was resolved to be 
' an independent sovereign, a fatal blow was 
given to the union and power of the Gei - 
man nation ; more sensibly felt, as if Imp¬ 
elled under a female succession, that was 
ringing, and with some interruption, a new 
family trn^he imperial dignity. In asserting 
his independence, that prince unavoidably 
became hostile to the head of the empire, 
and seated on the confines of the hereditary 
dominions, Austria was his nearest and most 
dangerous enemy. But the. subjects of con¬ 
tention were not confined to these obvious 
causes'of disseution. The first essay in 
the political career of that great fiionarch, 
who dre</ Prussia from obscurity, was to 
8 eize upon one of the Austrian provinces. 
To pre-.erve his conquest he became the ally 
of France; and, regardless of treaties, took 
the field on the first appearance of any su¬ 
periority of the Austrian arms. It was pro- 
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bably more from a desire to regain that 
province, and the animosity arising from 
those aggressions, the more poignant to so 
haughty a house, as they proceeded from 
one whom they considered as little more 
than a feudatory of the empire, 'than from 
any views of profound policy, that the court 
of Vienna formed an alliance with France. 
By that treaty Austria abandoned her for¬ 
mer friends for an old enemy, converted 
into a new and dangerous ally; the ancient 
political system of Europe was overthrown, 
and among all the numerous powers en¬ 
gaged' in the war that succeeded, there was 
not one that had not departed from those 
principles which it might have been ex¬ 
pected their political interests would have 
dictated, except Prussia alone, that was 
combatting for independence, and almost 
existence. The com t of Vienna introduced 
French armies into the empire; France and 
Russia joined in the coalition against Prus¬ 
sia ; Sweden supported the cause of Russia 
England was- engaged against Austria. 
Freed by that treaty from any apptehcnsiou 
on the side of .France, the cabinet of Vien¬ 
na excited so vast a force against ^ht* King 
of Prussia, that there did not seem a pos¬ 
sibility that so new and so small a stale 
could resist it. How far it was consistent 
with sound policy, in the gtcat minister, 
who at that time directed the afi'airs of this 
' country, to enter into so close an alliance 
' with that monaich, as almost to amount to 
J a guarantee of the dominions that he then 
i possessed, is problematical. Great Britain 
| could have very little inducement to wish 
i for the destiuction of 1’iussia, but still less 
that it should become the rival of Austria. 
A prince of less poweis of mind would 
' have yielded to thft stolen; he braved it, 

! and after one of the greatest struggles that 
stands upon the records of history, placed 
I Prussia, by the peace of Ilubcrtsburg, among 

*! the considerable nations of Europe.-The 

i alliance between Great Britain and Prussia 
had been virtually dissolved before the end 
of the war; and* the peace of J/03, found 
the former without an ally upon the con¬ 
tinent. 'I lie navy of Gicat Britain had 

, not, at that time, arrived at the perfection 
j which it lias since attained, but if far ex¬ 
ceeded any that then existed. The navy of 
Louis XIV'. perished before himself; the 
fleets of Holland, which had so long dis¬ 
puted the empire of the sea, were worn out, 
like the nation itself, which made an ex- 
! piring exertion jn the war of the Austrian 
j succession. In wars of wealth, of com- 
| merce, or of colonies, England was beyond 
| comparison the first nation in the world; i» 




425] MARCH 24, 1804. 


[420 


continental wars, where the great interests ally till that fatal contest was brought to a 

of Europe are decided, England was a conclusion.——The partition t»f Poland 

powerful auxiliary, but without allies, no- brought a new actor upon the stage. Rus* 

thing. Wilh continental allies Great Bri- sia, separated from the rest of Europe by 

tain had contributed hugely id the war of tributary or dependant states, had before 

the revolution to curb, the ambition of that time entered hut little into the general 

France ; in the war of the Spanish succes- political system of this part of the world, 

sion, to humble Louis XIV.: in the war of . The war with Prussia was undertaken in 


the Austrian succession, to preserve that 
succession nearly nndimmished ; and, in the 
war of t/50‘, with m y interior force, to save 
the North of Geinuiny, and beat the 
French in every other part of the globe. 
Without allies, the American war, ji war 
upon our own element, was disastrous. If 
we had had powerful allies upon the con¬ 
tinent, it is not improbable that the French 
would not have entered*, at least openly, 
into the .ptariel; but their frontiers being : 
secured by the ticaty with Austria, they had , 
paid little attention to the army alter the 
peace of 1/Od ; and, in concert with Spain, j 
made every exertion to oieatc a navy equal 1 
lq cope with that ofUuat Riitam; they 
did contest the empire of the sea, conquer- j 
ed many of our fuu ign possessions, and vve j 
weie obliged to purchase peace by the sc- ! 
p;aalio:i«>f the colonies, and (he ioisof part 1 

ol the acquisitions of the war of ipjG.- 

From the changes that had taken place on 
flic continent, the line of poliii -al conduct 
was neither so clear nor so uniform at, be¬ 
fore, but opportunities of forming alliances 
were not wanting, if proper use had been 
mule of them, it was not the iulercsl of 
P;u,sia that the empire should be farther 
viismen.bere 1 ord.vidi-d; it was a defence 
against foreign enemies, and cun against 
Austria. T r pou tins principle Frederick the 
Great acted at the time ot his greatest hos¬ 
tility ag.iinst the House ot Austria ; he de¬ 
clined suppoitiug *tli“ Court of Versailles 
in schemes for subveiting the emo.p . The 
alliance between France and Amt;ia was 
not annulled, but their interests veie too 
discordant, and the causes of dissension too 
many for the connexion to be cordial; on 
several occasions their mutual jl-alousy was 
so great as to be little shell t of actual hos¬ 
tility; even so early as a few years after 
the peace of I /d'J, the Empeior and the 
King Prussia came under an engagement 
to defend the neutrality of the empire, in 
case of a war bet ween France and England. 
But, for twenty years, Grsat Britain seem¬ 
ed to be engrossed with a scheme of raising 
a tax upon the colonies, which wbulil 
hardly have been worth collecting, shewed 
scarcely any other signs of political exist¬ 
ence, liad very* little share in the affairs of 
the continent, and remained without an 


the cause of the King of Poland, and the 
discussions of the Court of Petersburgh with, 
'those of Vienna and Versailles, had almost 
exclusively related to Poland and Turkey ; 

! bui the boundaries of the empire being ilieu 
brought forward to those of some oi the prin¬ 
cipal powers of il.e continent, Russia be¬ 
came immediately interested ill most of 
the transactions of Europe. From vast ex- . 
tent of dominion, the 1 achievements of 
Peter I. numerous conquests, great in¬ 
fluence m the North, and the sway exer¬ 
cised in Poland, Russia had been regarded 
as n formidable power, even while viewed 
a! her former distance; great late acqui¬ 
sitions, and the dazzling rugnjof Catherine, 
have, in the opinion ot many, afforded un¬ 
common importance to Russia: a train of 
splendid victories seems to have induced a 
belief, that her armies are at least equal to 
any on the continent, and that they have 
only to enter the held to repair the dsisters 
of the neighbouring nations. From lhe 
siipinencss of the court of Petersburg there 
1 is reason to fear that it partakes of the 
i delusion, but whatever may, upon trial, be 
, the result, it is at least judging rashly. 
Russia is still but half emerged from bar¬ 
barism ; great pai* of her intensive king¬ 
doms are thinly scattered with savage 
tribes, that add little to her strength : her 
new provinces are not incorporated with’ 
tlie old, her government is despotism, great 
part of her people are slaves, and the abuses 
qf administration arc enormous; her armies 
are almost untried against European troops, 
and, when they have been opposed to them, 

’ the issue has been various: at ZomdorfF, al¬ 
though they repulsed the first attack of the 
Prussian troops, the battle ended in a route 
little inferior to that of Naiva ; at Konners- 
durff', w lieu on the point ot being totally de¬ 
feated, they gained the victory; at Cassi- . 
leggio they at first gave way, but when 
supported, maintained their position; at 
Novi they were repulsed; in Swisserlapd 
they were cut to pieces; in Holland they 
miscarricvl. But, let it not be supposed, 
that I mean to detract from thd’ keal con¬ 
sequence of Russia, Russia is a great na-' 
tion, her dominions immense, her people 
numerous, her acquisitions, in the last con* 
tury, greater than those of all the other na* 
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tions of Europe together; the spirit of her 
government improving, and her resource* 
many; the superiority of her armies over 
the Asiatic troops, with whom her principal 
contests have been decided j at Novi ‘the 
attack was difficult; in Swisserland they 
were greatly out-numbered; in Holland 
they were separated front the rest of the 
army; the assault of Prague was brilliant. 
Russia would have great weight in the 
scale; I only wish to banish the dangerous 
and dastardly idea, that, should other na¬ 
tions not fight their own battles, Russia 
could ever avenge the cause of Eitrope, or 
prove the last sfiylum of freedom or civilised 
aoeiety. * camillus. 

•Match 14, 1804. 


BRITISH CREDITORS. 

Sir,——I have read your observations 
on British subjects holders of French stock, 
prior to, and on the commencement of the 
revolution, without entering into the merits 
or demerits of their case. 1 wish you would 
pay some little attention to that of those Bri¬ 
tish merchants, who established in France 
under the sanction of a treaty of commerce, 
had their property, consisting in merchan¬ 
dise and mercantile establishments only, 
violently taken from them; these unfortu¬ 
nate men, fevd comparatively in number, 
are now with their families, reduced to ex¬ 
treme poverty ; in pleading their cause, I 
do not mean to comprehend manufactories 
conveyed from hence to France, or, indeed, 
any trade or establishment, inconsistent 
with the regular traffic and advantage of 
our own country; but to bring forth die 
unrewarded merit of those, who sacrificing 
every other motive to their loyalty and love 
of England, took the earliest opportunity of 
fiying from the yoke of Robespierre ; many 
O' whom have been obliged since tbf con¬ 
clusion of the ireaty of peace, to pay the 
French such debts, interest included, as 
formed 4 be original amount of goods pur¬ 
chased in France, and afterwards taken 
from them by the French government at 
the maximum which was tantamount to no¬ 
thing. I am the more inclined to wish the 
Insertion of these remarks in your paper, 
because it is btcome the criterion of truth, 
often revealed with energy by you, six 
months before it strikes the comprehension 

of others.-lam. Sir, your most obedient 

servant, f mercator. 

March 19 , 180-1. 


HIS MAJESTY’S ILX.WBS§. 

SflR, * — His Majesty's illness has de¬ 


servedly been considered as a matter of con* 
siderable delicacy, and it is on that account, 
I presume, that no discussion on it has lately 
appeared in the “ Register.*' Whether, 
indeed, that delicacy has not been some* 
yhat over-rated from interested motives, 
both in and out of Parliament, though it may 
admit of a doubt, I shall not now inquire. 
The few observations I am about to make, 
and which, if you do not think them alto¬ 
gether unworthy of notice, 1 take the liberty 
of offering for insertion, relate to a view of 
ihe subject which is not only very important, 
but of which no person, however scrupulous, 
can be expected to disapprove.——It is now 
some time since hi? Majesty's confidential 
servants, not indeed, till they had been 
strongly and repeatedly pressed, declared 
that there did not exist any necessary sus- 
“ pension of the personal exercise of the 
* royal authority.” Perhaps, had this de¬ 
claration been made spontaneously, and had 
the accounts of the physicians been expressed 
in clearer terms, they might have contributed 
more to tranquillise the public mind, and 
might have prevented that air of mystery, 
and ambiguity, which it would be ip Vain to 
deny, has hung over the whole transaction. 
Still, however, l should be very unwilling 
upon any ground short of positive and in- 
contestible evidence, to suppose that the. mi¬ 
nisters had practised, and the physicians con¬ 
nived at any fraud upon the public in an 
affair of such magnitude; and indeed, it is 
wholly foreign to the purpose of my argu¬ 
ment, to contest the authority of either. 
Admitting t hen, as I am ready to admit, that 
his Majesty is sufficiently recovered to be 
able to go through the actual business of the 
state, without danger or material inconve¬ 
nience; does it follow, (jr will it even be 
pretended, that he would be equal to that 
extraordinary load of affairs, which any sud¬ 
den and violent change of circumstances 
would bringnpon him ?—Ministers have long 
since assured us, and what is far more l» the 
purpose, mrny wise and well informed men 
believe, that a formidable invasion may be 
at the distance of only a few weeks, perhaps, 
a few days. When wc recollect the sensa¬ 
tion produced in this country, by the preda¬ 
tory incursion of a handful of coifvicts in 
Wales, what may we not look to as the ef¬ 
fect of a serious and extensive attack, upon 
every class of persons j not excepting from 
the general “ panic" the Cabinet and its 
hero, the magnanimous Col. Tierney. The 
duties of the Sovereign, increased beyond 
conception, both in number and urgency, 
must then be performed; not iii that man¬ 
ner, at those hours, and in such portions as 
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may be most compatible with his mental 
and bodily repose ; but at the most incon¬ 
venient moment, abruptly, amidst danger, 
difficulty, and confusion. Will the state of 
discipline to which (supposing the event 
not to happen before) “ three weeks per- 
•* maneut pay and duty” are to bring the 
volunteers, secure us from the chance of de¬ 
feat ? And in that case what must be the 
feelings of our venerable Monarch, whose 
kingdom duriug one of the longest reigns 
our history records, has never till this mo¬ 
ment, witli any prospect of success, been 
even threatened with invasion ? Whatwould 
be his agitation at hearing for the first time, 
at once, of the destruction of an army, and 
the waste of a province^ I pass over what 
would not be the least painful, and embar- 
rasing circumstance of his situation, the to* 
tal failure of all national confidence in his 
servants; which, if it has not taken place 
already, would infallibly be occasioned by 
the presence of the crisis, Surely, it is 
neither indecent, nor absurd, but perfectly 
consistent both with loyalfyand sound sense, 
to suppose, that were his ministers for the 
sake ct protracting the duration of their own 
power, t8 risque exposing him to these accu¬ 
mulated labours, and poignant anxieties; the 
consequence might probably be a return of 
his iudisposition. The situation of tilings 
would not then allow us to remain a single 
day, much less whole weeks, in perfect un¬ 
certainty, whether we had, or had not, an 
executive government. The King must 
cither be constantly prepared to meet his 
council ; or, if unhappily prevented, for how¬ 
ever short a time, from executing the indis- 
pensible functions of his supreme office, 
some power must be instantly created to 
supply the deficiency. In some shape or 
another we shouM^iave recourse to a regen¬ 
cy. Now, of it we must observe, that not¬ 
withstanding , all the discussions which took 
place on the subject, at a former period, 
neither the persons of whom it would be 
composed, or the principles on # which their 
authority would be established and limited, 
are sufficiently known to this hour. The 
whole affair, as a “ res integral' must be 
brought before Parliament ; and, an arduous 
task it «'ould have to perform, even under 
the most favourable circumstances; and one 
which more than any other would require a 
full attendance and mature deliberation. 
But, to what number would Parliament as¬ 
semble, were a powerful army of the enemy 
already landed ? Of whom would it consist ? 
Of a feyv infirm, a few superannuated, a few 
placemen, who* would sit trembling on the 
benches of St. Stephen’s, whilst the remain- 
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der were gone to fight the battle* of their 
country. Fit persons truly, to decide upon 
a great legislative provision, to erect another 
landmark of the constitution, to establish a 
precedent for future ages! Yet, they must 
decide, and we must be guided by their de¬ 
cision, in the disposal of the supreme autho¬ 
rity ; otherwise, the kingdom must fall into 
a total auarchy; or, what is nearly the same 
thing, we must continue to trust to the re¬ 
sponsibility of Henry and Hiley.—I know 
not, that in the case which I have now stated, 
there is either any thing impossible, or so 
remote in point of probability, as to justify 
us inpemaining unprovided agaiqst its occur¬ 
rence. Why, then, instead of prattling about 
a nugatory bill, by which, Mr. Addington 
wants to make the volunteers a little les9, 
and Mr. Pitt a little more like soldiers, are 
not Parliament seriously occupied in pre¬ 
paring some plan, by which we might be 
guided in this most important particular, 
should any severe relapse deprive us of the 
protection of our Sovereign, in the hour of 
danger and trial ? Would there be any want 
of “ delicacy” in such a proceeding, any 
tiling that could wound the personal feelings 
of our beloved Monarch ? On the contrarv, 

I am convinced, that there could not be a 
more groundless misrepresentation of his 
character, than to suppose, that from him it 
would meet with any obstacle. He is not 
like those tyrants, of whom we are told, that 
they were desirous of enhancing the splen¬ 
dour and tranquillity of their own time, by 
laying the foundation of future misery, and 
discord. No; liiff wishes are, that during 
his absence, as well as during his presence, 
his people should be happy; and, his pater¬ 
nal care extends to those moments, when he 
himself isunable to watch over their welfare. 
——-It is indeed, hard to conceive, what has 
prevented us from having recourse to so na- 
tural^and so necessary a measure; and one, 
which the late serious warnings must have 
pressed so forcibly upon the mind of every 
thinking man. Nothing, indeed, could ac¬ 
count for the omission, but that torpid indif¬ 
ference to all but the concerns of the mo¬ 
ment, that wretched short-sightedness, that 
total absence of such wise and manly coun¬ 
sels, as would teach us to encounter an im¬ 
mediate difficulty, in order to avoid an ap¬ 
proaching disaster—those worst symptoms 
of the worst times, which are in. so eminent 
a degree, characteristic of the present days, 
and the present government; a Ad which, 
unless we soon have recourse to onier men, 
and other principles, must bring on, if not 
.our utter destruction,‘at least our final de¬ 
gradation from the place, to which our # an- 
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cestors, who Were' neither “ good sort of 
“ men,’* r * candid ministers,” or “ safe po- 
<f Jilicians,” had raised us among the nations 
of Europe. W. W. 

* 

1 1 ■ ■ ■ 1 “ ~~ o 

CONSPIRACY AT PARIS. 

Extracts from the Altniteur of the nrt ^ 
Qlh of March, ISO-), rdative loathe C»i- 
* piracy. 

> March 7-—On this d y last year Europe 
was at peace. A jear will have elapsed to¬ 
morrow since the King of England, disho¬ 
nouring a reign of forty ye.ns by the grossest 

--, .summoned his nation to arms, 

,c because,” said he, in the face of Europe, 
“ the ports of France and Holland were 
f( filled with fornthbible armaments, which 
,c threatened the constitution,independence, 
" and religion of the Engleh people.”—'J'iiis 
fallacious message renew ed the war.—The 
ministers of the King of England proposed 
a new message to celebrate that anmversary. 
—They r. lied upon announcing to Parlia¬ 
ment, that they had cowardly earned the 
First Consul to be assassinated. Rot I It 
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bills of the Bank of France, and in bills of 
exchange drawn from I^ndon. Every thing 
induces a presumption that he was on the 
point of attempting to escape, and of profit¬ 
ing by the darkness of the night to pass the 
walls.—He declared, without hesitation, that 
lie had boon at Paris for several months, that 
he had come from England, and that his 
mission was to assassinate the First Consul.— 
Lerid.au the younger, who was not in the 
list of brigands, is one: of the four indivi¬ 
duals whom the* policy knew to be at Paris 
without knowing their names. He is known 
by tine robeiries lie committed for several 
months in the Morbihnn. 

Repor t of the CP and Judge, enumerating the 
Brigands aimed*by the English Govern¬ 
ment to attack the DJe of the First Consul. 
• First landing, on the 2 Jst August, at the 
foot of the Cliil de Beville, from an English 
j cutter, Capt. IVright .— ]. Georges, the ex- 
I chief of the brigands.— 2. Vilkv.euve. — 3. 

; La!my Si. Hi km c .— 4. Qurrc/, called Cour - 
j son, am*wed on the J) th October, in the 
, rue de lit chechouant. — 5. LaBoihe, called 
; Kercher, h:s real name is Breche. —6. Picot, 


who disposes of the life of nun and the ties- ! called Le Petit, arrested the 7th February, 
tinies of empires, bad ordained it otlierwi-t*. : rue do barn .—~■ Frothr, the son/arrested 
The French government is stronger, and ikw at Eu on the 1st February.—8. Jean Marie, 
cneigy has animated and united the cit.zens, under the name of Lemaire, confidential 
and has taught the wicked and the conspi- clerk ot Georges. 

rators that tiic people, the whole people a-.- : Second lauding at the same place, in 
semble, press round the chief of the state.— j the beginning of December, from the same 
The First Consul, su.eiior to all- events, I Hm,li-.h vessel—1. J,an Marie, the same as 
tranquil in the midd of these vain compira- ' before.— 2. Castee, called 5). Victor, one of 
ties, wholly devoted to the labours oi go- the accomplices of the 3d Nivnse, arrested 
vernmsnt and the war, is* more than ever 011 the 8th February in tilt rue Xamtonge.— 
in a situation to accomplish the order of U. Aimund Pukpnac, eldest son of the J Juke 
destiny, and to avenge the right of nations, do Polignuc, arrested in the rue St. Denis, 
the right of people, so often violated ; whil-t 2Mii Febitury.—4. Jean Louis. —5. Ltmer- 
the King of Eng’and, visited with illness on tier. —0. lam: rlan.-yj. Lelan, called Bru- 
the very day marked for the assassination of tus. —S. Pierre Jian. ® 
the First Consul. • Third lauding, on the 16th January, from 

The sentence concludes with some qff tl.e the same--). Jean Marie. —The same as 
grossest and falsest expressions, relative to , in the preceding debarkation ; constantly re- 
the Royal Family, and the English nation. turning to England to bring the other bri- 
At sight of these signal proofs of the exis- gauds—2. Charles Pichegru, ex-general, 
tence of a olivine and just Providence, we re- arrested at Paris the 27th Feb.—3. Lajolais, 
collect the sublunost pictures of the Prophe- ex-general, under the name o l Frederick, 
cier of Isaiah—we say with Daniel—M ake- and Deci/le, sent to London in November 
tekel-Phahee. - last by Moreau to Pichegru: upon his return 

March ().—Atseventhisevcning,(7eorgw, to Paris he was the go-between between 

chief of the band of brigands, and Leridan, Marian and Pichegru. Arrested at Faris 

the younger, were arrested on the Place de 14th Feb.—4. Ruziton, known among the 

l’Odeon. Georges was in a cabriolet; he brigands by the name of Gros-Major, ar- 

killed with a jiistol-ball the peace-officer reste^ at Paris the 5th March.—5. Jules Po- 

xvho sippfted his horse, 3nd wounded the lignac, second son of the Duke of that 

officer wl/o had attempted to seize him. He name, arrested on the 3d of March.— 6. 

Was armed with a poigftard of the same En- Rochelle, called Rochette Brun, and Ricke- 

glish fabric as the one found upon Pichegru. , rnont , arrested on the 5th fcf Match,—7- 
He bad about him very considerable sums in Armani Gaillard , of Rouen. 
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Accomplices who did trot land at Beville j secretary to Moreau, communicated with 

some have been in France for several years, Georges through Vtllencuve, principal contr¬ 
ollers landed in Brittany, and were to re- dent to Picfiegru, and brought Pichegrju seve- 
cruit brigand* there, to send them to Paris: ral times to Moreau. He is fled.—31. Labo- 

-1. Uuillard Jiiout, of Rouen*, known by r/e, general instigator and adviser of Moreau. 

the name of St. Vincent, Hanvel, and Duval. He is*flcd.—32. Badouvi lie, formerly Aid- 
— 2 . Desol de Grissolles, concealed at Parts, de-Camp to Pichev.ru, spy upon our armies, 
■where he waited for Georges. He went in a correspondent of Wicklow, agent of Pichegru 
coach, on the 1 st of September, to St. Leu, arrived at Paris as soon as he knew PiJiegru 
and brought him to Paris: arrested on the was there. Arrested on the 3d of March.— 
10 th of November, on the Boulevard liahen. 33. The Abbe David, charged with tying the 
■—3. Bouvet de Lozier , one of tile principal t first knot of all this plot, arrested on the fith 
confidants of GVortfcif, charged to procure him j of December last year, as he was going to 
lodgings at Paris, and the environ^™!, i London to Pickegru. Brought to the Temple 
Aina him Augustus CIkh lend! !osier .—/>. Ru- i on the J 3th*Decembur.—34. Victor Coiuhery. 
i'cu Lugmoudierc, who c.unt* from Rennes to —35. Rotund, arrestul on the 14lh*Febtunry. 
join Hie. assassins ; arret h-tfc ( > .» Feb. 7 , in one ! 30. Fm 4c son. arrested on the 3d February, 
of the houses of the Band Rue de B ary.—0. i — 37 . Mon met, arrested on the 5th February, 
Bar/jottAii/uhr 1 /xMadUare* .—7 .Roger,c;'\icd %t —Signed, The Grand Judge,—R bgsjieh- 
Loiscati, came from England by way of Brit- I . ___ 


tai:y, went to Tans with a forced passport 
from Rennes; arrested at the Sumtongc, on 
the 8th of February.—8, Berne, shoemaker : 
at Rennes .—{). Mo die, of Si P.iers, a sob- i 
altern assassin, arrested on the 71 h Fe-bi nary, i 
— 10, Paul Ditcorfi.s, commissary of the bri¬ 
gands arrested at Abbeville on the 'i'-uli 
January.-•-l j, Louis Ditc.aifts, his son,an Ex- 1 
Chouan, and robber of diligences. —12. The 
Ex-Mao | ol Redere, tlie confidant of the 
Count D'Artni -. The portrait of that Prince 
was found upon him with this inscription— 
“Given bv tiie Count 1)'Artois to his faithful 


INTELLIGENCE. 

•Foreign. —Representations have been 
made by the different foreign ministers at 
Constantinople against the conduct of All 
Pasha, the Turkish Governor at Alexandria, 
w hose soldiers h ive been guilty of great enor¬ 
mities towards the European Consuls and in¬ 
habitants at that place.-The members of 

the order of St. John of Jerusalem, who had 
been, for a conddctable time past, residing 
at Messina, hate lately embarked, with the 
archives and tre.iiii iy of the order for Ca- 


Aide-de-Camp de Riviere, lor the perilous tanea, where the Grand Master now is.- 

journies taken in his service" Anested i The King of Sat dinia remains at Rome ; and 
March 3.-13. Edouard Gallieire Le Paige, : one of the brothers of the First Consul is 
sent from London into Britanny, for the pur- , " so n viiitor at lh;U city, where^ he has been 

pose of forming a tallying point of iiiauirec- 1 f° r S'mie time, inrognito.-fhe French 

lion, and to reciuit 40 assassins to be; sent to ! Envoy at the Court of Lisbon recently an- 
Paris. — 14. Even, a not.uy, and Ex-Chonan. j 1 nun iced to the republican merchants and 
—15. Durcges — Hi. G’u/.'emo/, chief of the ! traders thcie, that all apprehensions of a 
horde in the MorbMi.ui— 17 . Gumbcit, the rupture with Portugal had entirely subsided 
same.—18. Jatjue, sFauho ,surtiamcd the Great P consequence of a treaty of neutrality 
Junwsand Bettor .— ]a.LeCluvalier DcFosey. which was concluded on the i 2 !h of Decem- 
—20 Troussier. — 21 . lloiiu, a Chouan.— 22 . her, between that power and the French re- 
Gomelz, principal confidant of Georges —23. * public.——Nothing further* of importance 
Ja(/iiesAijdriiinthesMfte:.-- 2 i.GuerinDiulard, has transpired relative to the conspiracy 
formerly 1 Major-General.— 25*Jaques Du- against the First Consul, except the arresta- 
chemin— 20. Saint HuleA. —27 .Colliton. — bon of Georges and about thirty of his fol- 
'23. Jean — 29 . A/oreait,General,had anunder- lowers who are reported to have been ap- 
standing wuti the enemies of the slate; com- prehended at Paris. Madame Moreau con- 
inunicjfed witli Pickegru ; sent to London, tinues at large, and, since the imprisonment 
ever since the war, to confer with the enemy, °f her husband, has been mote than ever no- 
through the medium of Pichegru; held com- ticed by the Parisians, great numbers of 

municat ions with Georges, through Prcsniete whom, it is said, visit her daily. Buona- 

and Vtlleneuvc 1 FmccPichegru s arrival at Pa- parte, confident of the present stability of 
ns, he saw him several times. Once Piche- iiis authority, has left the capital,, and, toge- 

gru was in company with Georges. Moreau ther with his staff, is now at.Boullgnef.—— 

communicated with Pichegru 'through Rol- “ We have," says the Monitetr the Qth 
land, ‘LajollaiPiud Fresnieres. Arrested on instant, “ received very detailed accouuts 
tlie 14th February.— 30. Fresnicre, private from the Isle of France. The dispatches of 
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Capt.-Gen. Decaen and of Vice Adm. Li- 
nois, contain details the most satisfactory. 
The whole squadron anchored before Pondi¬ 
cherry, with the exception of the transport,' 
the Cote d'Or, Which remained behind. 
Twenty-four hours after the arrival of the 
squadron, it was joined by the brig sent from 
Brest, carrying the news of the message of 
the King of England. Five English ships of 
the line and three frigates had anchored near 
the French squadron. At midnight Vice- 
Adm. Ltnois, leaving at Pondicherry fifty 
men and the women who had been debark¬ 
ed, cut his cables, put to sea, and.sailed<for 
the Isle of France, where his squadron an¬ 
chored on the 25th day, and in good condi¬ 
tion. The transport, the Cote d’Or, was not 
long in arriving in the Indian Seas. An 
English frigate fired at her several shots, 
which did her no damage and conducted 
her to the enemy’s squadron before Pondi¬ 
cherry. The Gov. Gen, of India who had 
not yet received any news from Europe, gave 
orders to release her, and the Fr. Com. at 
Pondicherry sent her to the Isle of France, 
where she joined Vice-Adm. Linois.—The 
241 h of Sept, the corvette, the Beceau, an¬ 
chored at the Isle of France ; she brought 
news of the declaration of war, of which the 
English were still ignorant.—The six French 
frigates, the corvettes, the other light vessels 
of the squadrod, and eight cruizers armed 
in the country, put to sea to cruize, hoping 
to revenge our commerce for the numerous 
piracies of the English —Anarchy had ceas¬ 
ed in the colony. Gen. Decaen had assum¬ 
ed the character of Capt -Gen. [.eger, that 
of Prefect ; and Gen. Magalon, that of Com. 
of the Isle of Reunion. The militia was in 
the same state as in the preceding year, and 
the colony had three thousaud men, good 
troops, newly arrived from Europe.—-A con¬ 
siderable Dutch squadrou was at Batavia, ‘ 
and four vessels of the same nation were at 
anchor at the kde of France —The battle 
lost by the English against the Mahrattas 
was officiq^v confirmed, as well as the dis¬ 
asters which the English troops had experi¬ 
enced at the Isle of Ceylon." 

Domestic —According to the daily re¬ 
ports of four of his Majesty’s Physicians, the 
King is gradually recovering. They stated 
on the 15th inst. that“ his Majesty still ad¬ 
vances in recovery on the Jb'th, that “ his 
Majesty continues to recover 5 ” on the 17 th, 
that “ his Mnjes’ty is considerably recover- 
el j” on tjfe 18th, that bis Majesty con¬ 
tinues to jfecover j” on the lpth, that “ his 
Majesty is considerably better, and is farad- 
v.mced in recovery;” and on the 20»h, that 
“ JiisJVIajesty courinues to recover." 

To he continued. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Conspiracy at Paris. —In a former 
page of this^heet, will be found the names 
of the persons, who have been arrested at 
Paris, amongst whom every one entertaining 
sentiments of loyalty must be sorry to see 
those of several men highly distinguished 
for their inviolable attachment to their law¬ 
ful sovereign and to the monarchy of France. 
It will be perceived, that the Moniteur, 
clearly and directly repeats the charge against 
our government, of having employed and. 
paid the conspirators, for the purpose of as¬ 
sassinating the First Consul; and, this na¬ 
tion repeats its call upon ministers to clear 
it and themselves from the iufamous impu¬ 
tation. It is said, that, upon some of the 
parties arrested, bills of exchange, drawn in 
England, to an immense amount, have been 
found.* If this be true, the circumstance, 
though by no means decisive as to the fact 
of intended assassination, will most certainly 
be regarded as a proof of the participation 
of the British government in the conspiracy; 
and, unless ministers come forward with a 
satisfactory explanation, the intention to as¬ 
sassinate will, in the opinions of mlhkind in 
general, for ever make part of the charge 
against us. The assassination of Buona¬ 
parte having, too, but a few weeks before 
the discovery of the conspiracy, been pre¬ 
dicted in a hand-bill posted all over London ; 
the accomplishment of that deed having been 
rumoured upon the Exchange, and having 
even caused a rise in the price of the funds 
(detestaBle traffic !); Mr. Peltier having^ 
been, before the rupture, prosecuted for, ann 
convicted of, making publications calculated 

* to excite the people of France to assassinate 
the Consul, and his &avigg, after the rup¬ 
ture, been suffered to remain unarraigned 
for judgment; these circumstances, though 
they might have, and though the latter, 
.doubtless, had, no connexion whatever with 
the conspiracy, or with the intention of .mi¬ 
nisters, or any other persons, in this counfry, 
will assuredly havp great weight in fixing 
the opinions of the world, as to this transac¬ 
tion, unless an official explanation takes 
place; and, therefore, such an explanation 
ought to take place, without a day’s *delay. 
How far this government would be justified 
in endeavouring to excite insurrection against 
Buonaparte after having solemnly recogniz¬ 
ed thq legality of his power, may be a mat¬ 
ter of doubt; as to that point, men may, 
perhaps, be allowed to hold different opi¬ 
nions ; but, with respect to assassination, the 

• unanimous voice of mankind Las pronounc¬ 
ed. Ia>t it not be said, that “silent con¬ 
tempt’ is the only proper answer to the 
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charge: Tor, the world will not fail to com¬ 
pare this doctrine with the practice of his 
Majesty’s ministers, at the breaking out of 
the war; when not only were the publica¬ 
tions of the Moniteur regarded as worthy of 
serious and official notice and animadver¬ 
sion, but, it will be well and long recollect¬ 
ed, that some of those publications formed 
the principal grounds of the war; and, that 
one of them was a publication wherein this 
government was said to have caressed assas¬ 
sins for having attempted the life of Buona- 
partd! Let the wise and “well-meaning” 
ministry remember this ; and, let them say, 
how it happens, that a charge, which was 
made a ground of war, ought now to be 
treated with “ silent contempt.” 

Siehra Leons. —A report has been made 
to the Parliament relative to the situation* 
and future prospects of this colony, if, in¬ 
deed a miserable assemblage of forty Euro¬ 
peans and six or seven hundred maroons and 
other negroes be worthy x>f the name of co¬ 
lony. From this report, it appears, that 
civilization has made but little progress, and 
that war with the natives has been almost 
incessant; that none, no not one, of the ob¬ 
jects of the projectors has been accomplish¬ 
ed, and that the civil and military expenses 
of the colony cannot be defrayed by a less 
sum than l6,OOOl.» a year, 10,0001. of 
which, exclusive of occasional grants and 
naval expenses, must come out of the public 
treasure. The Committee are anxious that 
the experiment should not yet be abandon¬ 
ed, but they conclude their report by recom¬ 
mending, that the civil and military govern¬ 
ment of the colony should be transferred to 
the crown. The words are as follows: 

" Upon the whole, your Committee, from a 
“ lull consideration of she state of the Com- 
“ pany’s funds, ofihe necessity of supplying 
“ their deficiency, of the uncertainty ofat- 
“ tending the constant renewal of the Par- 
" liamentary grants which may hereafter be , 
“ found necessary, and of the interest ofthe 
“ British government in theco]pny, as con- 
" nected with the maintenance of the Ma~ 

“ roons and Nova Scotians, who are its in- 
“ habitants, have been led to conclude, that 
“ the objects for which the colony was in- 
“ stitated may be more easily and effec- i 
’* tually attained by transferring the civil 
“ and military authority to the crown 5 for 
** which purpose it may be reasonably ex- 
,f pected, that a partial surrender of the 
'* rights of the Company may be obtained 
“ from the proprietors, provided security is 
** given for thg prosecution of the objects 
" originally proposed III!” Surely, this 
hardly requires a comment ? The names of 
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the gentlemen composing this Committee do 
not appear in the report; it’really would 
be curious to know who framed and .who 
presented this report This'philanthropic 
project having .been found to yield no profit ; 
but having, on the contrary, been found to' 
be attended with considerable loss to the 
proprietors, those philanthropic gentlemen 
are now walling to make a surrender of part 
of tbeir rights, and of the civil and military 
authority, that is to say, of all the rights of 
the dear negroes, to the government ! Ge¬ 
nerous, kind, benevolent creatures ! What! 
they.are perfectly ready to make the govern¬ 
ment, that is to say, the people_of England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, a present of an ex¬ 
pense of 16,0001. a year! And, will the 
Parliament ever submit to this ? Will they, 
fora moment, listen to a proposition of this 

sort ?-Another opportunity will be found 

to endeavour to arrest the progress of this 
mischievous measure, by developing the 
whole of its absurdity and its consequence: 
at present there are to be noticed two «r 
three little points, in which a most useful 
lesson appears to be afforded us by the co¬ 
lony of Leone, which stems, in some re¬ 
spects to be a miniature picture of the mo¬ 
ther country. "The Leoneans, as well as the 
English, have “ a paper-money" and “a Vo¬ 
lunteer force j” the former has occasioned 
“ material inconvenience,” and the latter 
enormous expense. - The trade of the 
Leone is, too, very well worth attention. 
The Leoneans are a people who export no¬ 
thing they literally swallow ail the pro¬ 
duce of their own'* fertile” soil, and a con¬ 
siderable quantity of butter, pork, and beef, 
raised out ofthe soil of England and Ireland, 
and, for the want of which many a poor 
Englishman and Irishman goes supperless to 
bed; yes, many an one of them lives upon 
dry bread, while he is raising the meat and the 
butter which go to feed these lazy and pro¬ 
fligate negroes. Here I shall be stopped 
and reminded, that so long as the English 
labourer receives what he earns, it is no¬ 
thing to him whither the produce of his la¬ 
bour is sent, or who devours it. Push this 
argument to the extreme, and you will find, 
that it leaves the labourer without the right of 
complaining, though he were to be deprived 
of food altogether. But, without having 
recourse to that mode of illustration, let ua 
see how this exportation to the Leoneans 
operates upon the mother ’country. Talk 
to a merchant, or a great manufacturer, and 
he will tell you, that the colony W Leone 
has one good effect, at any rate, atm that is, 
• the taking off of ten thousand pounds worth 
of merchandize and manufactures annually. 


MARCH 24,, 1804. 



430.1 COBBETTS WEEKLY .POLITICAL REGISTER. [440 


There he stops, looking not ah inch beyond, 
his own gains. Bat whence comes the mo¬ 
ney to pay for these goods ) From the Par¬ 
liament : that is to say, from the pockets of 
those who pay taxes: 'that is to say, out of 
the rents, arid other incomes; and thet is to 
say, finally, out of the labour, bodily or 
mental, of the people of this kingdom. It 
will, perhaps, be said, that these 10,0001. 
flow back again to the people j* yes, they 
go back again to such persons as are able to 
earn them again ; of that there is no doubt; 
but, as \vc receive nothing at all from Leone, 
and as we send ten thousand pounds worth 
of our goods to Leone, and as fliese goods 
ate paid for out of the taxes, it will require 
a person even more able,* in the art of con¬ 
fusing and puzzling and confounding, than 
either Mr. Chalmers or George Itose, to 
prevent a man of common sense from clear¬ 
ly perceiving, that it is from the labour of the 
people of this country, that the lazy Leoneans 
draw the means of their subsistence, add 
that the wild and useless project is supported. 

. -These remarks suggest the propriety of 

submitting to Lord King, whether our trade 
■with Leone does not furnish a practical so¬ 
lution of the question of a balance of trade, 
it question on which his Lordship, with that 
modesty which cbaracteiizes every part of 
bis valuable work, appears to entertain some 
doubt. Indeed, lie seems to lean towards 
the opponents of Hume and Smith, and to 
rely upon the Custom-house books as a cri¬ 
terion of this balance. Now, if those books 
are examined, with regard to the trade with 
Leone, it will be found,* perhaps, that we 
export thitherto the amount of 12 or 14,0001. 
annually ; and, tin the other side, it will cer¬ 
tainly be found, that we import thence no¬ 
thing at all: but, s|ia!l we, therefore, con¬ 
clude that we carry on a trade with Leone 
which leaves us a balance ox profit, of twclvq 
or fourteen thousand pounds? .This is the 
question which is, with great respect; sub¬ 
mitted to his lordship. 

Jawaics.———I n the preceding sheet, 
p. 408,sAmeobservations were made respect¬ 
ing the disputes, which agitated the island of 
Jamaica, and particular stress was laid on the 
pretensions of the merchants and planters 
relative to the navigation between the West 
India colonies and the United States ot Ame¬ 
rica. Upon this subject ; which is of vast 
importance, much useful information is to 
be acquired from a pamphlet, written by 
Lord Sheffield, and just published, entitled, 
" Strictures on the necessity of inviolably 
" roainmning the navigation and colonial 
" system of Great Britain j ” which pam¬ 
phlet should be read by every gentleman. 


who has a desire to be well-informed, and td 
imbibe sound principles,relative to the system 
of which it treats; and, at a time when the 
ministers have involved the ’mdther-country 
in a disputd with our principal West-India 
colony, at a time when the colonists are pre¬ 
ferring claims to free trade with America, 
and when America is, probably, urging Cor¬ 
responding claims, at such a time, aud when, 
too, we arc in the hands of a set of men 
whose maxim is, to yield every thing bnt 
their places and emoluments* at such a tinte, 
it becomes every one having public influence, 
to inquire, before it is too late, how that in¬ 
fluence ought, as to the subject in question, 
to be exerted. 

Naval Inuuhut.- The debate, which 

took place, upon this subject, in the House' 
c of Commons, on the 15th instant, turned 
principally upon two points; viz, the aboli¬ 
tion of abuses, and the constructing of gun¬ 
boats. Of the two correspondents, whose 
letters will be found in a former part of this 
sheet, one appears to be the partisan ol Lord 
St. Vincent, and the other of Mr. Pitt: they 
both write like partisans, and must be listen¬ 
ed to with caution ; yet their letters are 

worthy of attention.-As to abuses in the 

inferior departments, those abuses of con¬ 
tractors, or other., which Lord St. Vincent is, 
by hisfvienck,saidtohavecorrectcd, it would 
be very difficult to show that they hate any 
connexion whatever with the question, 
whether (hat noble lord has, or ha-not, done 
his dijty as fust lord of the Admiralty. That 
the cry of “ contractor" should have been 
raised; that any motion of Mr Put's, and 
particularly a motion for papers, should have 
been stigmatized ajr “ smelling of a con- 
“ tract," would have been most astonishing, 
had it proceeded from any other quarter than 
that which it did proceed #om, Messrs. Tier- 
,ney and Sheridan. In order to ascertain the 
true character of this accusation, which 
would brand with the mark of disappointed 
‘contractor or jobber, every one who disap¬ 
proves of the conduct of the admiralty* let 
us revert to‘die origin of the Naval-Abuse 
Bill, that bill on tltefrumingand the execution 
of which so much praise of Lord St. Vincent 
has been founded. The bill was introduced 
with the express declaration, on the gart of 
ministers,' that it had in contemplation no¬ 
thing more than what it was the intention of 
the late ministry to do ; and, it was ’ truly 
said, that Lord Spencer had digested a plan 
for correcting the abuses complained of, but 
that it would have been unwise to attempt 
the execution of that plan, or of any othefof 
the same nature, during the wtr. Tlte New 
Opposition were, by the Near Observer, ac- 
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cased of having opposed this measure for cor- leyenue is rendered the means of raising lour 
recting abuses. If they had opposed, as being persons, all at once, to a state of opulence 
too harsh, a hill which the Lord Chancellor, that enables them to trample under-foot the 
even after all its modifications, described as minor aristocracy and the church 5 and, in 
*' a most consummate act of tyranny,” there many cases, to rise overtlie nobility even of the 
certainly would not have been much room first class: no one will believe that that man 
for the present ministers to blame their con- is a favourer of peculators and over-swoln 
duct.- But the fact is otherwise j for, during contractors. A contractor may, however, 
the whole progress of the bill, not one woid be a very honest man, and may be employed 
•was uttered in opposition to it, either by with great advantage to the public; so that. 
Lord Spencer, Lord Grenville, or Mr. Wind- there appears no reason at all for reviling a 
ham. Lord Folkestone objected to the bill man merely because he is a contractor, any 
altogether; but, upon what occasion, and on more than because he is a commissary or a 
what account was this objection made ?»The (■ quanter-master-gcneral. And, as to the cor- 
Doctor had stated, that such a bill was in- recting of abuses, there is moderation to be 
tended to be introduced by the late first lord used in that also yVhere is there a concern, 
of the Admiralty, but thlif, the introduction or a business, even a single household, or 
was delayed till a time of peace, because, family of servants, where abuses do not ex- 
during a war, it would have thrown the* ist ? Yet, wise men are, according to the 
Dock-yards, and, indeed, the whole" naval nature of the case, always cautious, in a 
system, into confusion, and would, possibly, greater or less degree, in proceeding to the 
have produced a state nearly resembling that correction of such abuses. Like brother 
of dissolution. " Well, then,” said his lord- Martin, they advance slowly in their work, 
ship, “ if this would have been the effect of picking out thread by thread ; and the fault 
“ the execution of such a plan, l ara against which such persons find in Lord St. Vincent, 
“ this bill altogether ,• for, unless I am very is, not that be has corrected abuses, but that, 
<• much deceived, we shall be at war again in attempting to do it, he has, like the other 
“ beforc*ts execution can scarcely have be- reforming brother of the celebrated tale, not 
“ gun ; and, it is at the breaking out of a picked out the tags and tambouring, but has, 
" war, above all other times, that harmony by his furious proceeding, ripped, rent, and 
“ in every department of the navy is neces- materially injured the garment itself.—Be- 
“ sary to the welfare of the state.*’ Was sides, when Lord St. Vincent find his friends 
this factious opposition ? Was this to en- boast of their zeal in cort-ecting and prevent- 
courage and shelter abuses ? Or, was it the ing abuses ; when they again boast of the 

expression of an objection founded in reason saving which the public experience from 

and verified now by experience? To this ob- such efforts, let them recollect Marti nico. 

jection the Doctor answered, with that Let them recollect* that, on account of the 

charming condescending smile which accoin- seizures of American ships made in the bar- 

panics all his wise saying*, “ that he did not hour of St. Pierre, the people of this country 

,f know what should induce the noble lord have paid, first.75,0001. rind afterwards more 

*' to apprehend a^ spiwdy rupture of the than 300,0001. The first of these sums was 

“ peace, but that, at any rate, he was con- appropriated exclusively to that purpose; the 

“ fident the House did not participate in the tecond iu great part; and, the whole expense, 

,f apprehensions.” The Doctor was right; which will, in the end, amount to about 

the House reposed quietly on his pillow of, . 500,0001. was occasioned by»his seizures at 
peace ; it confided in him, and it was, as is that island, because it was that act which 

usuifl in such cases, grossly deceived.—That drove the Americans almost to declare war, 

there are, amongst those .who complain of and which at last produced the concessions 

Lord St. Vincent, disappointed contractors onourpait, concessions which have already 

and the adherents of disappointed contrac- done unto England ten thousand times as 

tors, nobody denies, nobody doubts ; but, is much harm as ever Lord St. Vincent did it 

it fair tto presume, that every one who says good. The writer of this remembers well 

that the Admiralty has been remiss, is of this the effect which that seizure produced in 

description? And, does the correspondent America; he heard the loud and deep curses 

T. H. really think that the Editor of this which it brought upon his country; his pen 

work is a likely person to give Rubli- was long, zealously, and n 6 t altogether in¬ 
city to the clamours of such, people? ' effectually, employed to assuage die resent- 

No ; no one will believe, that the man, ment excited against England by ihVtti ansae - 

who has, on ejery occasion, shewn his ab- tion ; and, when the recollection o|f it was, 

horrence of jobbers and of jobbing, who ■ in the minds of our friends in America, in 

reprobates every measure by which the public some measure effaced by the brilliant achieve- 
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meat that gave rise to the title of St. Vin¬ 
cent, he was amongst the foremost in extol¬ 
ling Jthat achievement j he, therefore, can¬ 
not very patiently hear himself charged with 
decrying Lord St. Vincent, merely because 
Lord St. Vincent is the enemy of peculators. 
On account of the proceedings at Martinico, 
'also, an inquiry was moved for in the House 
of Commons; pnd, though Mr. Sheridan 
now declares, that this is the Jint time in 
hit life that he has opposed inquiry, the 
fact is, that he then opposed inquiry, though, 
upon every other poiat, be was in opposition 
totheministers.—Mr Pitt’s case certainly was 
not made out. He took that mat of middle* 
course, whic)i ought not to succeed, and which 
did not succeed. The chief object of his com¬ 
plaint was a want of gun-boats, or gun-brigs, 
a subject on which he was not a competent 
judge, but which seems to have entered his ' 
mind in company with that of the volunteer 
system, and which, therefore, he could not I 
forbear to dwell upon. That he was foully 
treated by the ministers, and was most 
grossly misrepresented in the reported 
speecnes of Messrs. Tierney and Sheridan is 
certain 5 bat, if these circumstances make 
him perceive the injustice of treating others 
in the same way, they may prove no injury 
♦either to his own reputation or to the deli¬ 
berations of Parliament, 

Volunteer System,— —The report of 
the bill to cohsolidate all the laws previously 
passed relative to this system, was brought 
up, in the House of Commons, on Monday, 
the 19 th instant. The Opposition contended 
that the bill contained fo many imperfec¬ 
tions, that it ought to be re-committed; the 
Ministers were for amending the bill in the 
House without a re commitment; Mr. Pitt 
was, as usual, half on one aide and half on 
the other; he spoke for the Opposition and 
voted with the Treasury, and, as his vote 
was worth more than his speech, the re¬ 
commitment was rejected by a majority of 
173 to 50.—So imperfect was the bill 
-foundto be, however, that, on the 20 th, no 
less thin eight new clauses, some of them of 
great importance, were brought up, and 
adopted, in addition to which a number of 
alterations were made in the clauses, which 
had already been inserted, and which had 
been voted for by the Ministers themselves. 
— On the 22 dthe bill was read a third 
time; but upon the debate which then took 
place, and upon the several provisions in the 
hill there is not now time to remark. It 
may suffice, for the present, to observe, that 
if seiiMf of these provisions are suffered to 
pass jpakered by the House of Lords, the 


country, from one end to the other, will he 
plunged into discontent and disorder., “ 

Dollars.— —This sort of “ metallic me* 
ney," to use a phrase of Robespierre, is, it 
seems, to assume a new guise. An iage- 
ninus person of Birmingham has, we are 
told, invented a means of effacing the Span¬ 
ish impressions, and of replacing them by 
the King's Head, on one side of the dollar, 
and by the Arms oj the Bank, on the other 
side. What arms the Bank may have ; or 
how it became entitled to any arms at all ; or 
whether arms onght to be held in esteem 
after having been so bestowed; are ques¬ 
tion^, which, if we had more leisure, it 
would, perhaps, be worth while to discuss. 
At present, we must content ourselves with 
just making a remark or two on the effect of 
giving this new character to “ metallic mo¬ 
ney." The difference between bank notes 
and assignats, or Congress money, or any 
such like trash, consists in this, that the for¬ 
mer is issued upon the responsibility of a pri¬ 
vate company, against whom the public baa 
recoure by means of the aid of government, 
whose business it is to see that the bank 
makes good its engagements ; whereas, as¬ 
signats and Congress money emanated from 
the respective governments themselves, and, 
of course, the public bad no means of redress 
against the issuer, in case of a failure to make 
good the engagement. Mr. Pitt, in intro¬ 
ducing the bank restriction law, made the 
government, in some sort a partner with the 
bank company,of which partnership the new- 
stamped dollars, with the King's bead upon 
one side, and the arms of the bank upon the 
other, will be the visible sign.——There is, 
it is said, to be, on one side, the words, 
“ Bank Dollar : taken for five 
" shillings." It will also be a token of 
depredation. These dolors will soon be very 
scarce; for the paper will depreciate quite 
fast enough to make a dollar equal iu value 
to five and sixpence worth of it by the 
next month of March, if the war continues, 
especially if the Doctor remains minister. 
They will, however, be hoarded up f they 
will serve, in after years, as a kind of medal 
to enumerate this eventful epoch; and, 
when we show them to our sons, who are 
now in the cradle, we shall, it is to be hoped, 
find some little difficulty in makii.g , them 
comprehend the meaning of many terms, 
which are now some of the most familiar in 
our financial vocabulary. 

Finance.— —On the 21 st instant, a con¬ 
versation took place, upon this subject, in 
the House of Commons, between Lord Fol¬ 
kestone. Mr* Vansittart, #nd the. Doctor. 
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'Hie Doctor, in a committee of supply, had 
proposed to the House to vote what he called 
the surplus of the ways and means of the last 
yean, exhibiting, at the same time, an ac> 
count, showing whence the said .surplus was 
derived, and calculated to make the public 
believe, that it arose from economy in the 
naval department. Lord Folkestone obser¬ 
ved, that the account was fallacious', be¬ 
cause, in it the produce of the war taxes 
up to the end of last year was stated at 
4,500,0001. whereas, in fact, those taxes 
had, up to that time, produced no more 
than 1,800,000and some odd pounds; and, 
because, though no account of the* sur¬ 
plus of the consolidated fund for the last 
year had yet been rendered, it was pro¬ 
bable that it fell short o( the 6,500,0001. at 
which it was taken in the account.—As to 
the first point it was answered, that the* 
produce of the war taxes was not esti¬ 
mated up to the close of the year ending 
with December, but up to the close of the 
year ending tn April !!!!!! Never, 
surely, was there a subterfuge like this ! 
Never, since men learned to put words into 
sentences ! The war taxes were estimated 
in the Doctor’s budget of the Kith of June 
last, and these were his words : * f The 
*' committee, however, must be aware, 
“ that, though Parliament may determine 
“ to raise 12,500,0001. of war taxes within 
" the year, yet a very considerable por- 
* f tion of this sum cannot be raised withiu 
“ the present year. 1 will, therefore, only 
" calculate upon the sum of 4,500,0001. to 
** be produced by the wav taxes in this 
<f year .” Now, what was meant by the 
“ present year,” and " this year,” if not the 
year in which he was tyeaking; the year 
1803 ? Take, too, the internal evidence. 
The whole year’s «taxft were to produce 
12,500,0001. and, making an allowance for 
a deficiency in the first quarters, is it likely 
that he should reckon upon only 4,500,0001. 
in three quarters of that year ? The suppo- 
sitiorrhas absurdity written upon the face 
of it? The fact is, that they hgd recourse 
to a barefaced shuffle. All the accounts 
are made up to the end of the year. The 
very account, to which lord Folkestone re¬ 
ferred j the account on which the Doctor's 
motion%as grounded, is entitled an account 
of grants “ for the service of the year 19Q3 ;” 
ana the present year has no more to do with 
it than the last year had. —The second 
point, the surplus of the consolidated fond, 
afforded no hole to creep out of. They were 
obliged to confess, that-it had fallen short 
of their -expectations by the sum of 900 , 0001 . 
My readers will recollect, that this is a 


point upon which I have been at issue with 
the Doctor, ever since December, ,1802, on 
the 10 th day of which month he estimated 
the surplus of the consolidated fund for 
1803, at 7»845,0001. but, by way of super¬ 
abundant caution, limited his confident ex¬ 
pectation to 6,500,0001. according to the 
statement of his speech, printed in a pam* 
phlet from his own manuscript, p. 20 , 
which was, I am credibly informed, trans¬ 
mitted, like George Rose's famous falla¬ 
cious pamphlet of 1799 , to all our ministers 
and Consuls in foreign countries. This 
estimate I disputed. My readers will find, 
in the third volume of this work, four letters 
addressed to the Doctor; st$ pages 513, 
545, 577. and 609 . At the close of the 
4th letter, p. 614, I express myself thus: 
“ To this point. Sir, I wish to hold you. 
“ You have asserted in the fare of the 
“ House of Commons, that the surplus of 
“ the consolidated fund will, during the 
“ •present year and upon the present taxes, 
** amount to 6,500,000). at least : I assert, 
“ that, if your account of last year be not 
“ false, the said surplus will amount to only 
“ 4,974,6541. or thereabouts. Here we 
“ are at issue. Time only can decide be- 
“ tween us ; but in the interim, I hope the 
" parliament and the people will perceive/ 
" that the grounds of your estimate have 
“ been proved to be false, and that they will 
11 view all your future estimates with that 
“ degree of caution and distrust, which ihe 
“ past are calculated to excite.” Myhopeti 
were vain. The parliament and the people, 
particularly the former, have continoed just 
a-, quiet and as lull of confidence as before. 
They listened, on the 13th of June last, to 
a repetition of the Doctor's promise 
to produce them a surplus of 6,500,0001. 
“ I took the surplus at that sum in Deceni- 
“ her last,” said he, "and I see no reason to 
* alter my opinion.” bapient financier l— 
The surplus of the consolidated fund is said 
to amount to 5,600,0001. *One hundred 
thousand less would have made a deficit of 
a million, and we have seen (Register, Vol. 
III. p. 615) that the Treasury people can 
make mistakes in their statements, when it 
suits their convenience. In this instance 
they were extremely desirous rot to turu the 
corner, but to keep out of millions, if pos¬ 
sible, in their deficit. We must observe, 
too, that the foil amount of the falling off 
cannot be known till we come to compare 
the arrears and balances of left year with the 
arrears and balances of the year before. At 
the close of the year 1802 this araVint was 
very great; and I an pretty well informed 
•before I see the account, that, at th\ close 
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of last year, they, were left very small in “ ciers in Euripe,who was so perfectly aafis# 
amount; event uncommon exertions having “ lied upon the subject, that he bad not 
. been made to screw up the tax gatherers to ‘'.thought it worth his while to listen tothe 
the last farthing, aqd the general. account “ objections that were offered.’ 1 ThHf is the 
having been kept-open much later than in sort of “ pf-oof " ihat the Doctor deals in. JBnt, 
any former year, for the purpose of*includ- in arguing upon the silence Of Mr. Pitt, did 
ing every thing (hat could, by any means, be he not forget, that Mr. Long, in his pam- 
collected. It is, therefore impossible, at phlet of the “ Mord Accurate Observer,” 
present, to say. what the whole of the has stated, that Mr. Pitt disapproved of the 
defalcation is ; but, if we deduct a huh- Doctor's financial measures and statements, 
dred thousand pounds, or thereabouts, for particularly and expressly of the statement of 
depreciation of money, we shall find, that the 10 th of December, 1802, the very state- 
wkh the difference in amount of arrears, ment to which Lord Folkestone had referred, 
the surplus will not amount to more than relative to the surplus of the Consolidated 
4,600,0001. instead of 6,500,OUt)l. or rather, fund ? Far- other and far better reasons 
instead <3f 7,845,0001. which last sum it was might have been given for Mr. Pitt's with- 
stated at, in the Doctor’s estimate of the drawing himself upon this occasion ; but, 
10 th of December, 1802.—“ Well,” some without stating those reasons at present, 
honest fellow will say, “ but these proofs of, first let the Doctor account for Mr. Pitt’s si- 
“ want of knowledge; these incontrover- lence respecting those financial statements, 
“ tible proofs of incapacity or duplicity, which Mr. Long has declared him to have 
" will certainly drive the Doctor from his disapproved oflet him account for this, 
“ place ! ” No; no, nay good fellow, fhey before he again has recourse to such sort of 
will have no such effect or tendency j for, “proof” in support of himself, and his mi- 
tbough he has collected only 5,600,0001. serable, exploded accounts. 

instead of 7>b45,OQOl. it is he, and be only, The King’s Recovery.- It roust give 

who ha9 so much money to dispose of.. No heartfelt satisfaction to every one of his 
matter what he is, or whence he sprang : so Majesty's subjects, that he is npw officially 
, long as he can impose new taxes and collect declared to be completely restored to health 
a good part of them, or make new.loans: Long may that health be preserved! is tile 
bo long as one half of the nation are com- unanimous prayer of the faithful and *gfate- 
pelled to look to him for bread ; so long, if ful people, over whom he has so long exer- 
he pleases, he will be minister, unless he cised his mild and benevolent sway. At 
#be overset by some stroke from abroad. To the time when his Majesty recovered from 
- detect and expose him in finance, may, in the first alarming malady, with which he 
-other respects, be ultimately useful; but it was afflicted, I had not an opportunity of 
will never tend to ejeebhim from his office witnessing those expressions of joy, of af- 
of financier. All that lie has to do, is, to fection to the King, and of gratitude to Pro- 
get money, some how. or other, and to keep vidence, which reflected so much honour on 
up to its full establishment, his immense the people of these kingdoms ; but, situated 
army of commissioners, collectors, inspectors, in a distant colony, 1 saw the proofs of 
surveyors, supervisors, assessors, gaugers* loyalty and affection which were exhibited 
gatherers, clerks, tide-waiters, runners, and by a regiment of his faithful army. The 
informers ■, while he has, in every parish, a men belonging to this regiment-had not the 
corps-de-garde of this vigilant aim trusty means of. giving balls aud of decorating their 
army, and while this-army is weRanjd doljp barracks with brilliant lamps, but, I reaiem- 
paid, ha may safely set at defiance the opi- her* and I never shall forget, that they ex- 
nion and the wishes of the people^ the par- . pended, $n an illumination, the whole of 
iiaroent, and the crown. The. reports of their al lowance‘of candles, though they well 
the debates state, that, during the speech of knew,.that they abpnld be obliged to sit in 
Lord Folkestone, Mr. Pitt left Ihe house, the dark /or the rest of. the week. This 
Would one imagine, .that even the ingenuity circumstance made uppfi my mind, an im- 
of the Doctor could have fouod, in that pressiop that never has, and never can be 
circumstanpe, an, argument whfcrewith to effaced : it is amongst the causes ef ray at- 
r eply to his lordship ? It did; for, we are , iaebroent tothe army, where, obt^fthstind- 
tpld, that he thereupon observed, that, “as ingthe Biieers ofsuch writers and speakers 
** a proof of the correctness of his financial as%Ir. Sheridan, all the highW^ffttoes are 
“ statements and estimates, it had not been to be found (n a greater , in any 

“ called in question by one of the, first finan- 'other state of life.' ' . t 
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M They [the Doctor *nd his colleagues] are not only not new to the House and the Public, but they 
“ are not new to the love and esteem of the House and the Public, and that from sufficient experience 
“ as to their principles and talents. One of them [the Doctor himself] is a gentleman, who is ad* 
« mired in private, as well as respected and esteemed in public, and who has been long chosen into 
•< the situation ot first Commoner in this country. Is this the person, of whom the 1 louse of Com ■ 
«< mons are to say that they will not confide in him, becqpse, at a moment of difficulty, he quin, d 
“ a situation of the highest authority that a representative of the people can possess, for one of 
•• greater trouble and perplexity ? To refuse confidenet to such a person, in such a situation, appears 
to me to be repugnant to camntan sente and coalmen justice? -Mr. Pitt’s Speech, Match 25, 1801. 
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ANALYTICAL AND COMPARATIVE VIEW 
Of two pamphlets, lately published, the one 
entitled, “ Cursory Remarks upon the State of 
Parties, during the administration of Mp, 
Addington, by a Neah Observer and 
the other entitled, “ A Plain Answer tc the 
misrepresentations and calumnies contained in 
the Cursory Remarks of a Near Observer, by 
A more Accurate Observer.” 

(Concluded from p. 3430 

V. Mr*Pid's conduct in Parliament after his 
retiring from office, to the night of Mr. 
Pattens motion inclusive. 

During the remaining part of the session of 
Parliament, which was far advanced at the 
time when Mr. Pitt ceased to be minister, it 
is well known that he gave the new minis¬ 
ters his unqualified support. The next ses¬ 
sion opened with the discussions on the pre¬ 
liminary treaty with France and the con¬ 
vention with Russia, of both which mea¬ 
sures he expressed his* perfect approbation, 
and, indeed, there is little doubt of his 
having been consulted, in every stage of the 
negotiation of bolh tiiose compacts. The 
Parliament, duting the winter of 1802, was 
seldom honoured with his presence; but, he 
appeared in his place, while the discussion^ 
nppn the Definitive Treaty were going on; 
and, when the final question,relative thereto, 
was put, he sealed his approbation by his 
.vote in favour of the mmisters. After this 
he disappeared for the rest of the session, 
which closed with the month of June. The 
summer of 1802 was spent by the members 
of Parliament in attending to their elections ; 
by the ministers in reducing the army and 
navy, and in surrendering our conquests; 
and, by the Consul of France in augmenting 
his army and navy, in making new conquests, 
and in answering, with suitable disdain, the 
numberless attempts made by ministers to 
crawl into b*s good graces. The new-mo*. 
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doling of the German Empire, the annexing 
of Piedmont to the republic of France, the 
renewed and direct interference,* on the part 
of the Consul, in the affairs of Holland, and 
the still more direct and more violent inter¬ 
ference in the affairs of Swisserland, had all 
taken place previous to the meeting of Par¬ 
liament, at which time, too, it was clearly 
understood, that the ministers, after having 
long wavered between resistance and submis¬ 
sion, after having dispatched, to the conquer¬ 
ed colonies, orders and counter-orders, and 
counter-counter-orders, had finally resolved 
to yield up every thing but Malta, which 
was only retained because the mode of sur¬ 
render could not be satisfactorily adjusted j 
but which, it was, by some persons, appre¬ 
hended, would prove a new cause of hosti- 
lity. Such was the state of things when 
Parliament met, on the 23d of November, 
1802. * Mr. Pitt never made his appearance 
in the House of Commons till the 23d gf 
the ensuing month of May, when he came 
down to defend* the ministers upon the 
question of an address to his Majesty, in con¬ 
sequence of his message and declaration re¬ 
lative to the war with France. In the pre¬ 
vious part of the session much business had 
been done, many important subjects had 
been dicussed, end several laws, deeply af¬ 
fecting the interests of the public weal, had 
beeif passed: yet, Mr. Piy: appeared not: 
even the message of the 8th ot March, an¬ 
nouncing the hostile preparations of France, 
and the prospect of a speedy rupture, was 
not sufficient to bring him to IVliament. 
On the 23d of May, he gave his cordial sup¬ 
port to the address, in a long and animated 
speech; which speech, however, breathed 
wry little friendship for the ministers; but, 
on the contrary, seemed studiously to avoid 
every topic of praise, and even to prepare the 
way for that negative kind of censure, which 
he passed on their conduct on the 3d of 
June, when he moved the previous question 
upon the motion for positive ceiruire, pro¬ 
posed by Mr. Patten. It was onVhat day 
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** nidn with Mr. Addington upon the gene* 
" ral subject of finance ; that some differ- 
*' ence as to the management of our foreign 
" affairs ; that some difference .in particular 
“ as to the conduct of ministers in the ne- 
" gociation with France, may have operated 
“ an Mr. Pitt's mind. He may have 
“ thought the representation of our finan- 
,r cial resources on the 10th, of December 
“ last was not perfectly correct ; though 
afterwards he may have thought it of little 
“ avail to revise or to comment upon a 
‘'"'shiterrient made in contemplation of peace, 
“ when war had been declared. He may 
■“ have thought that the necessary steps to 
conciliate foreign powers had been omit- 
" ted, that alliances h;rtl been neglected. 
" He may have thought that though the 
4C hostile spirit of the First Consul of France 
ef was sufficiently manifest, yet that from 
the treaty of Amiens to the breaking out 
4t of the war, that spirit had been met in a 
xt manner more likely to invite and encou- 
“ rage, than to counteract and resist it. He 
“ may have communicated these opinions, 
or at least some of them, to his Majesty’s 
ministers, and he may have found that 
*' they #ere either rejected as ill-founded, 

or unattended to altogether.”-To this 

Mr Ward has added nothing, except words. 
He lnts taken up precisely the same sugges¬ 
tions, and has given to them that cumbrous 
amplification, which, together with an af 
fection of dignity in the manner and of 
candour in the seutiment, illustrated occa¬ 
sionally by far-fetched similies expressed in 
new-fangled phrases, constitute that which, 
in the frivolous cant of the day, is denomi¬ 
nated the “ gentlemanly style.” But, does 
Mr, Long think that mere suggestions, and 
does Mr. Ward think ijiat mere words are 
sufficient to resist tfie potent circumstances, 
the strong circumstantial evidence, to which 
they are here opposed ? We know that Mr. 
Pitt never openly expressed his disapproba¬ 
tion pf any of the measures of Mr. Adding¬ 
ton,, before the latter refused to admit him 
intofthe cabinet upon his own*terms; and 
we also know, that after' that refusal, he 
commenced an open opposition, grounded 
upon the measures which Mr. Addington 
had adopted previous to the refusal. ’ These 
are facts; this is presumptive proof j and is 
this to be mfet by “ probabilities ?” Are we 
to disbelieve oar own senses; are we, at 
once, to abandon all the principles, accord¬ 
ing to which we hstve been accustomed to 
judge, because Mr. Pitt is the defendant ? 
It there one law, one motel and politic code 
for him, and affdtlief for ofher men ? And 
If tfiejoris not/let me ask Mr. Long or Mr. 


Ward, what would, under circumstances si- 1 
mdar to those of this case, have been their 
decision, with respect to the conduct of any 
ofher man ? Would they have considered 
mere suggestions, mere probabilites, as form*' 
ing a*Satisfactory answer to a charge founded 
upon circumstances so convincing ? 

But supposing Mr. Long's suggestions to 
be, in realty, assertions. Suppose, that be 
means to say, and ought to be understood as 
saying, that a ** difference of opinion with 
Mr. Addington," upon several subjects, po¬ 
sitively did “ operate on the mind of Mr. 
Pitt,;” suppose Mr. Long to mean, not that 
Mr. Pitt “ may have” disapproved of such 
or such a part of the conduct*' of ’ ministers, 
bat that he positively did disapprove of that 
conduct. Having adopted this supposition,' 
let us, then, inquire a little into the nature 
of the subjects upon which Mr. Pitt differed 
in opinion with Mr. Addington, and disco¬ 
ver, if we can, what were the grounds of 
tfiis difference; because, if we should find 
that the subjectsareof an unimportant nature, 
or that the disapprobation of Mr. Pitt w as 
unreasonable and nnjust, we shall by no 
means be inclined to admit, that his enter¬ 
taining such disapprobation's a proof of hit 
not having commenced an opposition from 
motives of mortification and disappointment. 

-Mr. Long deals so, much in general 

terms that one can hardly .fix upon any 
thing that he says. It is, however,, pretty 
clear, that he wishes to hove-it understood, 
that Mr. Pitt differed in opinion wjth Mr. 
Addington upon subjects of- finance gene¬ 
rally, and that Ii<?. particularly- disapproved 
of the Doctor's ‘ f repre^entation-ef ourfinan- 
“ cial resources on the 10th of December, 

“ ] 802 " As to the general subject of fi¬ 
nance, it is impossible for us to know, or 
even to guess at, what where the grounds of 
Mr. Pitt’s disapprobation; nor, indeed, would 
it be very easy to conceive how it was possi¬ 
ble for any grounds of this sqrt to exist, see¬ 
ing that, up to the end of the session of par¬ 
liament which closed in June, 1602, Mr. 
Pitt not-only approved of, but openly sup¬ 
ported, every one of Mr. Addington's mea¬ 
sures of finance; and-1 know ot no finan¬ 
cial measure whatever that was adopted be¬ 
tween that time and the evening of Mr. Pat¬ 
ten's motion. •* The representation of the 
10th of December, 1802 ,” is particularly 
mentioned by Mr. Long, as being disap¬ 
proved of by Mr. Pitt. But, though that re¬ 
presentation was certainly fallacious, though 
it was proved to be so at the tune, though it 
showed the vanity and’ incapacity, erf' the 
.Doctor, yet, it cannot be regarded’ As a car¬ 
dinal political sin, a tin of so hei^us * 
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* nature ai to make a man's dearest friends 
•htin him, as if he were infected with the 
plague; not certainly a sin of a magnitude 
to induce members or parliament to desert a 
minister. The Doctor over-rated his means : 
he estimated the surplus of the Consolidated 
fund at 7,800,0001. and actually inserted it 
at 6,SOO,OOOl. whereas, as it was then fore¬ 
told, and as it now has been proved by ex¬ 
perience, he should have estimated *t at be- 
tween A and 5 millions. Hut, was it fair for 
Mr. Pitt to desert a minister, and a minister 
who depended on him too, for a cause like 
this ? Was it for Mr. Pitt to resent so deeply 
the making of an over-estimate ? Was it for 
Mr.-Pitt, iibov^all men living, to punish so 
severely the crime of pla/ing off a linancial 
deception ? The Doctor’s fallacious state¬ 
ment was, it is true, published in a pam¬ 
phlet, at the expense of the public, and trans¬ 
mitted to our ministers at all the foreign 
courts : and was not the fallacious pamphlet 
of 'George Rose published and circulated in 
the same manner ? The Doctor’s receipts 
have fallen short of his calculations; and did 
not Mr. Pitt’s receipts frequently fall short of 
his calculations ? And, were he to return to 
office, aided by his trusty Empson and Dud¬ 
ley, would not his receipts still fall short of 
bis calculations ? Does it not, then, require 
an uncommon degree of hardihood for Mr. 
Luug to hold forth the incorrectness of the 
December statement as a leason for Mr. 
Pitt’s opposing the Doctor at all, and espe¬ 
cially for commencing, on that account, jo 
opposition, which had been delayed till six 
mouths after that statement was made? 

The next subject of Mr.rPiti'&disapproba- 
tion of the measures of ministers is, their 
mismanagement of our foreign affairs, and 
particular mention is made of their having 
neglected to form continental alliances, 
How much any ministry, in any period of 
our history, could have done in this way, in 
the space of eight or nine months, M£ Long 
has not told us: indeed, it was impossible 
that he should; but, it was, “ under existing 
** circumstances." his duty to endeavour, at 
feast, to shew, that there was a possibility of 
obtaining a hearing, upon such a subject, in 
any one court of Europe, after the conclu¬ 
sion of the treaty of Amiens, that treaty in 
which Britain basely abandoned her most 
faithful allies, and prostrated herself to the 
earth before her rival; it was Mr. Long’s 
duty to show, sot that there existed the 
means, not that there was a likelihood (that 
wquld be asking too much of him), but it 
w&3 his duty to show, that there was a possi¬ 
bility J of forming continental alliances, in 
niD&montUs after the disgrace and infamy 
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of Britain had been signed and sealed in that 
treaty to which Mr. Pitt gave bis unequivo¬ 
cal approbation and support. I know, that 
there prevails, with Mr. Pitt ancf his defend¬ 
ers, a strong’desire to inculcate a belief, that 
lie did not entirely approve of the peace with 
France nor of the convention wiih Russia: 
Mt. Long everywhere carefully avoids an 
avowal that Mr. Pitt did give to those mea¬ 
sures, or either of them, his decided appro¬ 
bation ; ami in one place he speaks of “ all 
“ the qualifications which accompanied Mr. 

“ Pitt’s approval of the treaty of 
But, where ? will he be so good ns to tell us 
where we are to look, to what speech, or 
what action of Mr. Pitt we are to refer, for 
a sign of all these qualifications, or any one 
t of them ? At the very first appearance of 
[he preliminary treaty of peace, Mr. Pitt 
declared that it “ afforded matter of joy 
“ and exultation to the country, and entitled 
“ the government,” [that is the ministers] 

“ to its warmest approbation, and most 
“ grateful thanks." When that treaty came 
to be discussed, he made a long and elabo¬ 
rate defence of it, interlarded with occa¬ 
sional sarcasms upon those by whom i[ wa? • 
thought to be of an injurious and dangerous 
tendency. During ad the discussions on 
the definitive treaty, he never opened h : / 
lips lnit for the purpose of approving of" that 
compact, or of thwarting and attacking the 
persons who disapproved of it; and, at the 
close of ihe tirst day’s debate upon the ad- 
| dress proposed by the New Opposition, he 
rose_ to oppose an adjournment, because he 
was “ ready to vote for the amended ad- 
“ dress, being perfectly satisfied with the ar- 
“ guments so ably jind successfully urged by 
“ Ins noble fiiend. Lord Hawkcsbury." 
Where, then, as it was once before asked, 
where are we to look for “ all the qualifi- 
“ cations,” with which Mr. Pitt gave his 
approval to the treaty of Amiens r And, 
where, too, 1 again ask, are we to look for 
' an apology for those, who now endeavour to 
make the world believe in the existence of 
such qualifications? It is not necessarjr for 
me to &ay, that I*have no partiality foi the 
miserable inefficient creatures, with whom 
Mr. Pitt found it convenient to fill up the 
offices of the statej but I have a partiality 
for truth and fair play, and certain I am, 
that every honorable man will agree with 
me, that nothing ever was more foul than 
for Mr. Pitt now to attempt to get rid of the 
share of that shame which is due to the 
makers and advisers of the peace; and, at 
the same time, to blame his associates for 
not having since accomplished that; which, 
as w§q repeatedly foretold qt the Umej the 
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peace itself must necessarily render them 
unable to accomplish. 

The third ground of Mr. Pitt’s disappro¬ 
bation is stated to be, the manner in which 
tfce last negotiation of France* was conduc¬ 
ed. . We are told by Mr. Long, that the 
ministers exhibited a want of firmness ; that 
they should have transported those “ ac- 
" credited spies," the French military com¬ 
missaries, with indignation, from our shores. 
Several other instances of pusillanimity are 
po inted out; and, indeed, the readers of 
thiuRe^istcr and of the Parliamentary De¬ 
bates, wTHo-find that these instance were 
all pointed out, and commented pn, with 
just severity, more than right months before 
Mr. Pitt thought proper to let the world 
know that they had attracted his attention; 
and, if they wcie not of importance enougji 
to bring him down to the Parliament for a 
day or two, though lie was in town, and 
was ready to become minis ter in the earlier part 
of the session, will any one allow, that it is 
fair to urge them as a ground of that oppo¬ 
sition, which he commenced in the month 
of June, against the very men, in conjunc- 
“Yioa with whom, provided his own terms 
were aoeeded to, he was ready to re-enter 
v the cabinet ? But, the main objection, we 
- aire told, that Mr. Pitt had to the conduct of 
ministers, with respect to France, was, their 
having delayed too tong the opening of nego¬ 
tiations for an arrangement with regard to 
Malta j and we are even given to under¬ 
stand, that he, from the first, disapproved of 
the part of the treaty which related to that 
island. Upon this point let us hear both 
his defenders. “ Without entering," says 
Mr. Long, “ into the jnerits of the peace 
" of Amiens, it was not difficult to per- 
** ceive, at a very cirly period, that it could 
*' only be preserfcd lay a firm, manly, and 
" uniform system. We should not, in the 
*' first instance, have entered into stipula- 
41 tions respecting the future state and go- 
“ verament of the island of Malta, without 
" the full authority and consent of those 
“ (powers upon whom the * 6 X 6001100 of 
''Yhose stipulations defended; but, in 
“ every point of view, we should have ad- 
“ justed the final settlements of that island, 
t% only difficult point the negotiation 
“ presented, with our conquests in our hands. 
“ We should have insisted that the restitu- 
“ tion of those conquests should have been 
“ accompanied on the part of France with 
pacific dispositions and pacific measures. 
<f In no case should our conduct have been 
“ submissive. If we had manifested this 
" deterffimarion at the beginning, and acted 
* f ajpvi it -throughout j if wejtad adopted 


” that system of precaution and firmness *0 
,r strenuously recommendetl by Mr. Pitt, and 
“ upon which, in the discussion of the prq- 
” liminaries of pence, he represented our 
“ security to depend—who is there who can 
“ srfy the war might not have been avoided?" 
-Mr. Ward, after stating those obsta¬ 
cles to the execution of the article respect¬ 
ing Malta, which, so early as the month of 
March, *1802, were stated in the Political 
Register, and which were, much more mi¬ 
nutely and with infinitely greater ability and 
effect, displayed by Lord Grenville in his 
speech on the definitive treaty, proceed* 
thus: "Yet these glaring detects in the 
most important stipulaliofr of "the whole 
'* arrangement ;• that upon which France 
" was known to be most obstinate, most ir- 
“ ritable, and most ready to quairel; that 
“ upon which, finally, she has quarrelled ; 
“ they signed the treaty, knowing it could 
“ not be executed, as a man signs a bond 
■“ which he knows will lodge him in a 
“ goal. Even this might possibly have 
“ with prudence been repaired, had they 
" been more intent upon the duration of 
“ the peace, than the temporary impor- 
“ tance of having achieved it. Had they 
“ applied themselves with fidelity and zeal 
“ to the correction of their errors, and 
" frankly avowed the original obstacles ; 
“ had they set themselves ty work to thk 
“ instant with their antagonist, animated 
" with an equal love of peace on his side: it 
“ is possible they might have new modelled 
“ the article, and all might yet have been 
“ well. But no : ahey dreaded all farther al- 
“ tercation ; they dared not hazard the re- 
“ putal ion they had acquired; their ad van. 
u tage was immediate,thedangercontingent. 
“ 'J’he consequence was what might be ex- 
pected; the dreadful mine has siuce ex- 
" plodcd !”—Now, as to the signing of the 
article relative toMalta, which act Mr. Ward, 
in arfbther place, ascribes to ” infatuation be* 
“ yond all mental power to conceive we 
may surely ask, whether he who defended 
and applauded the treaty must not also 
*tiave labouved under infatuation, unforttw 
aate in any man, but peculiarly so in a se¬ 
cond “ Camillus,’’ another “ Cato,” he 
who is " to save the city and restore the 
“ tottering state ?” Am I told, that there 
were circumstances regarding Malta, ob¬ 
stacles to the fulfilment of the article, which 
the ministers hid from Mr.. Pitt ? My an¬ 
swer is, that they could not Ijide jhem from 
Lord Grenville: his lordship saw them all, 
and, if Mr. Pitt had n6t the advantage of 
timely information from that quarter, he had 
similar'informstion from Mr. WincS^m^iit 
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bis place 'in the Honse of Commons. So 
that, there is no refuge here: either he saw 
the obstacle, or he Wanted penetration and 
judgment j or, as Mr. Ward has it, he la¬ 
boured under " infatuatidn beyond all men- 
“ tal power to conceive." But, it is to* the 
remedy, which we are desired to believe 
Mr. Pitt would have employed, and which 
he disapproved of the ministers for not em¬ 
ploying, that I wish to direct the reader’s 
attention. This remedy was, we are now 
told by his partisans, “ a firm, manly, and 
*» uniform conduct j a system of precaution 
" and firmness ; no surrender of cpnquests 
* **■ till we had fijwlly adjusted and settled 
* r the difficult points in the arrangement ; 
•* thejminiaters should have set themselves 
“ to work on the instant and, if they had 
thus acted, “all might yet have been well," 
says Mr. Ward, and " who is there that can 
say," asks Mr. Long, " that the war might 
not have been avoided r” And was not this, 
remedy prescribed by the New Opposition, 
in their proposed address of the 13th of May, 
1802 1 Did they not, in that memorable, 
that prophetic address to their Sovereign, 
expressly state their apprehensions from 
** the numerous subjects of clashing interest 
“ and unavoidable dispute, which the treaty 
* had left'entirely unadjusted ■" and did 
they not, a3 “ a necessary consequence of 
*• their sincere wish for the permanence of 
u the public tranquillity, earnestly reebm- 
•* mend to his Majesty's wisdom the press - 
“ ing necessity of arranging, by immediate 

and amicable discussion, those points of 
** essential interest, for which no provision 
" had been made in this negotiation ?" Did 
they hot here prescribe the very remedy, 
which we are now requested to believe 
that Mr. Pitt wished the ministers to adopt 5 
Did not Mr. Pitt, vole against this address; 
and did not hU Caledonian colleague, with 
that truth and' modesty for which he i» go fa- 
mous,ascribe it tn •* a conspiracy for p face?" 
yfas Mr. Pitt >:o “ perjectly satisfied " of its 
impropriety, that he was willing to dispense 
with any additional information that might 
be directed from an adjournment of the dis¬ 
cussion ? And shall we how be told, tliat 
the non-adoption of this^ remedy is a valid 
ground for his opposition to ministers ? 
Shall we tamely and silently listen to this 
unbearable affront to our understanding, 
merely because it is offered in the behalf of 
Mr. Pitt ? 

Thus, then, 1 thin^, the grounds of Mr. 
fitt's pretended disapprobation of the mea¬ 
sures of ministers sink from beneath hiun; 
and, asVto the .only efficient causa of his 
eppo&iebn of the 3a of June^ 1803, we are 


naturally led back to the failure of the nor ' 
gotiation for place; to that "mortification 
and disappointment,” than which Mr. Long . 
tells us any .person unblinded by passion 
might have suggested motives “ more pr*> 
bnble,” but which motives, notwithstanding 
all the stimuli and all the advantages, under 
which be must have written, he certainly 
has failed to suggest. Were wei however, 
to allow, that Mr. Pitt did disapprove of 
the measures of ministers, and that he had 
no act or part in producing that which 
was the object of bis disapprob 9 f ; «i/.*we 
naturally ask, how it came to potii, that that 
disapprobation was, for so long a space of 
time, confined to his own breast ? The ses¬ 
sion of Parliament Began in November, and 
he never made his appearance in the House 
till the latter end of May. If he did really 
differ in opinion with his protege upon the 
general measures of finance, upon the mode 
of conducting our foreign affairs, and espe¬ 
cially upon that in which the negotiation 
with France was conducted, why did he not 
come to the Parliament and say so ? Why 
did he reserve the expression of his disappro¬ 
bation, till it was loo late, as to the purposes 
of preventing the evils he is said Ho have 
dreaded, to disapprove with any effect ? If, 
he thought that the ministers ought to haVw 
“ set themselves to work on the instant," to 
adjust and settle the affairs relative to Mal¬ 
ta, why did he not come and tell them so, on 
the 23d of November, while we were yet at 
peace, and while too, there was, probably, yet 
time to retain some of our conquests, which 
were afterwards surrendered? If the deceptive 
financial statement of the ibth of December 
was of an importance sufficient to be now 
cited as a legitimate cause for commencing 
an opposition against the minister, whom ho 
had thrusted into office, whom he had re¬ 
commended to the Parliament, whom he 
had eulogized, to withhold confidence from 
jirliom he had stigmatized as “ repugnant to 
common sense and common justice if 
that statement was of a nature so moment¬ 
ous, why drd*he not appear in his place, at 
the time, or as soon after as might be, $nd 
correct it, seeing that his health permitted 
him to come tQ town during the Christinas 
recess, and seeing that by the morth of 
March he was stout enough to encounter 
the toils attached to the office of prime mi¬ 
nister 1 Before be joins in the clamours of. 
the Jfws and the Jew-like eitixeps, who- 
were duped by the fallacious statement, let 
him satisfactorily account for his npt having 
imitated Lord Grenville in exposing the fal- 
Jacy, while yet there was time, in spite of 
all the efforts of the Treasury hirelings 'to 
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stigmatize him as endeavouring " to decry 
the resources of the country and encourage 
the hopes of the enemy.” Then was the 
* time for hfm to speak, and not having spo¬ 
ken then, it is excessively mean to join in 
what is now become the popular cry, but 

what was at that time, unpopular.-But, 

though he did not come to Parliament, 
though he disguised from the public, from 
his sovereign, and his constituents, the dis¬ 
approbation he entertained of the measures 
of ministers, he did, we are told, freely and 
~~d: °tktc} ly express that disapprobation in pri¬ 
vate. Long tells us, that " he may 

“ have communicated his opinions to the 
“ ministers, or at least some of them, and 
" he may have found, jjiat they were either 
" rejected as ill-founded, or unattended to 
“ altogether ” And Mr. Ward, who is 
more full upon this part of the subject. As, 
indeed, he is upon most others, obligingly 
gives us the following curious information : 
“ I repeat it, and it cannot be too often 
" impressed upon the world, that from the 
“ winding up of the peace of Amiens, no 
“ full or fair communication concerning fo- 
■—*< s reigfl affairs was made to him, so as to 
“ dra% from him the full benefit of his 
" advice, an advice which ivas ever ready 
■ “ when frankly desired. Partial communi- 
" cations may indeed sometimes have been 
" made; and opinions hastily obtained may 
" have been half acted upon, and then 
" thrown aside. The warmth that he may 
" once or twice have kindled may have 
" been even kept glowing, until it reached 
“ the Continent: but there it was sure to 
,c be marred, dissipated, frozen, and lost. It 
" becomes me not to mention particulars 
whichT have no authority to detail; but 
if this be true, it accounts for the siiange 
vicissitudes ofbhof android; the orders 
and counter-orders ; the rashness and 
submission, ” Like the poor cat i’the* 
adage, letting I dare not wait upon L 
* f “ would,” that mark the meinoiable sunv- 
" *mer of 1802. However this nny be, I 
"I aver, that after the treaty of Amiens, Mr. 
‘Apitt’s last care of those who were now to 
*' View that they could stand alone, was 
" cbnfined almost exclusively to plaits of 
finance. For this he laboured by night 
" and by day; for this he snoificed his lei- 
" sure and his health; and for this be met 
“ witlTihe same return that attended most 
" of his other labours, little gratitude, an 
ft attempt to change them, their uuskilfol 
** execution, and their consequent loss.”— 
So then it appears, that Mr. Pitt was still 
generous enough to lend his assistance in 
managing the affairs of the nation? It ap-* 
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pears that he still was, in some dejrree, at 
ativ rate, consulted and obeyed ? Without 
stopping here to exhibit in their full view 
the natural consequences of such an iincoft* 
stitutional influence, such a clandestine mode 
of conducting the government, of ruling 
both king and people without even the 
chance of incurring responsibility ; without 
giving way to the fullness of our indignation, 
we must all concur in rejoicing that the 
juggle, by which we and our sovereign were 
to be handed backward and forward from 
the Pitts to the Addingtons, and from the 
Addingtons to the Pitts, the one just keepirfg 
us in tuw till the other had refitted and 
were ready to receive usj> 2 'q must all, what¬ 
ever be our polices or our party, ■ unless We 
were to be sharers in the seizure ; we must 
all rejoice, that this juggle, which Mr. 
Dundas might well and truly have called 
" a conspiracy for place ; ” yes, we must all 
most heartily rejoice, that this detestable 
■juggle has been blown into air, and that, 
too, by the very means which were intended 
to secure its duration, by that .very negotia¬ 
tion which was set on foot for the purpose 
of bringing Mr. Pitt back fo take his tum 
at the helm. This leads us to the point df 
the question, here we come to the conclu¬ 
sion of our inquiry, and here we find Mr. 
Pitt ready and willing, provided his term's 
were acceded to, to enter the cabinet, to 
join and to co-operate with the men, of 
the whole of whose principal measures, fo¬ 
reign and domestic, he disapproved, but the 
leaders of whom he was willing to keep iit 
place and in pother, upon condition that he 
participated with them ; and, not being able 
to obtain the sfiare that he coveted, we find 
him seizing on the first opportunity that of¬ 
fered for commencing against them an op¬ 
position of the kind best calculated to render 
them contemptible and odious in the eyes 
of the world, and we see him restrained 
frong,open and violent hostility only by the 
tear of giving offence in that quarter where 
lie wished to supplant them. 

. To those who have followed me through 
inhis long, and I am afraid tiresome discus¬ 
sion, it remains for me to apologize for 
having frespassed so much on their indul¬ 
gence, and also for having so widely sepa¬ 
rated the several parts of this “ Analytical 
and comparative View ; ” but, it was out of 
ray power to be more brief, and when it is 
considered, that the pressing of this my own 
matter forward must have" caused the exclu¬ 
sion of some of the production# of my cor¬ 
respondents, . I am certain' that the dejay 
will be readily excused. 

Wm. cobb&tt. • 
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It mar be useful to refer here to the se¬ 
veral places, where the former topics of the 
** Analytical and comparative View ’’ will 
t>e found. 

I. The time, the tnanner, and the occa¬ 
sion, of the late ministry quilting their of¬ 
ficial situations, Vol. IV. p. 830. 

II. The promise said to have been made 
by Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, to,give Mr. 
Addington their constant, active, and zealous 
aupport. Vol. IV. p. 8y7. 

III. The circumsiances of the negotia¬ 

tion for the return of Mr. Pitt to office, Vol. 

IV. p. p03. . - 

IV. TJ.ie cojjdact of the New Opposition 
in Parliament. Lord Temple, Mr. Grenvilie, 
Dr. Laurence, Mr. Elliot, Vol. V. p. 1.— 
Mr. Canning, p. 65. —Lord Grenville, p. Q7- 
—Mr. Windham, p. 321. 

. TO LORD REDESfl.ALK. 

Mr Lord,- The high character which 

your lordship bears in the estimation of the 
minister, your exalted rank, youi distin¬ 
guished situation, give a degree of impor¬ 
tance to opinions, which would otherwise 
pass unnoticed and meet with deserved con¬ 
tempt. . You are, from the place which you 
fill, by no means an indifferent man ; your 
conduct and your sentiments must either ex¬ 
cite praise, or provoke censure. This con¬ 
fident ion should have been maturely weigh¬ 
ed by your lordship, before you ventured to 
arraign the principles and the conduct of 
more than three millions of his Majesty's 
subjects. At a period like flic present, when 
the very existence of this great empire is 
endangered, and Ireland is acknowledged to 
be the most vulnerable part, it is obvious 
what should be the conduct of an Irish 
Chancellor. It unexpected bv your friends, 
that the supposed mildness and gentleness of 
your temper would constantly induce ^oti to 
■npport conciliating measures, and to pour 
balm into the wounds of the distracted nun- 
try, in the government of which you bear a 
distinguished part But unfortunately, 
have disappointed the just expectations, both 

of friends, and of foes-To say nothing 

of the indecency of reading lectures on loy¬ 
alty to a respectable nobleman, in issuing, 
ar his request, a commission of the peace ; 1 
must ask, my lord, what motives could have 
induced yen to criminate, not only the reli¬ 
gions piiiiCiples of the Catholics of Ireland, 
and, consequently, of every Catholic in the 
as'Oildj hut to fi< a peculiar charge on the 
lughcr order of the clergy of this persuasion. 
Hoar loadshipappears olionded at the doc- 
trhiej)|(Txc!u.sh c cilvatou, as held by the 
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Church of Rome; you consider it as the' 
lource of all the misfortunes of that distract¬ 
ed country, and as repugnant to. the repose 
of mankind.. For God’s sake, my lord, read 
the 39 articles, the doctrine of which, you 
are solemnly pledged to support; examine 
particularly the 8th and the 18th, weigh well 
the last words of the Athanasian Creed, and 
your lordship will find, that the exclusive - 
doctrine is not peculiar to the Church of 
Rome; but, that it makes a part of the 
established religion of the land. By 
fatality does it happen, my lord^r&Mhe 
charges, which you bring agaiflCthe adhe¬ 
rents of the See of Home fall with redoubled 
weight upon yourself ? According to your 
lordship’s representation of the case, they 
consider all who differ from them in religion 
as guilty of defection and rebellion to the 
Roman See. And, my lord, do you not, as 
a rigid Protestant, look upon them as idoln- 
tors ? Have you not sworn, that they profess 
idolatry ? Of course, then, that the} can have 
no rational hope of future happiness ? If the 
Protestant professes his religion, in defiance 
of the spiritual authority of the See of Rom e^ 
does not the Catholic, in your lordshfp’s 
opinion, adhere to his faith in opposition to 
the laws of his country, and to the‘authority 
of his King, as the head of the united 
church ? After this I call upon your lord- 
ship, publicly to decide, whether the charge 
of rebellion, which, in your principles, you 
must bring against the adherents of the See 
of Rome, be not, at least, asserious as that, 
which you represent them as producing 
against all those, who differ from them iu 

religious concerns.-But, my lord, your 

representation of the exclusive doctrine, as 
maintained by the Church of Rome, is ex¬ 
tremely incorrect. However painful it may 
be to contradict a man of your lordship’s 
high rank and reputed knowledge, I must 
plainly tell you, that the adherents of the 
iSee of Rome do not hold all those, who dif¬ 
fer from them in religion, as guilty of defec¬ 
tion and rebellion. They say, that Chai&t 
lias established but one church, and ll at 
trutli is necessarily one ; that all who 
fully and obstinately are separated from t his 
church, to which they consider themselves 
as exclusively belonging, are not in tli&iway 1 ' 
of salvation. But, they do not deny, they 
even positively assert, that sincere believers 
in Christ, who by invincilU ignorance , and 
involuntary error , are not members of their 
church, are not to be blamed for religious 
opinions, to which ignorance of this descrip¬ 
tion has given birth. But when, apd in 
.what circumstances, this plea is to be ad¬ 
mitted, they leave to the Great Judge. Tihii, 
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my lord, is the real representation of the 
case; it is what yon might have learned from 
.Jtheir theologians, and other writers of every 
class, as well as from half an hour’s conver¬ 
sation with the lowest of their clergy. If 
you do not possess this information, I have 
no opinion of your general knowledge ; and, 

if you do, I have less of your liberality,- 

Of as little weight, my iord, is your charge 
against Catholics of a total want of charity, 
in denying salvation to those who differ from 
them ut religious belief. After what has 
been scJ*/-it is needless to observe, that this 
accusation c’jfi'f be retorted with advantage 
upon yourself, since, by your situation, you 
roust necessarily maintain the same prin¬ 
ciple. Why 'could not ytnir lordship give 
implicit credit to the declaration of Lord Km- 
gal on thissubject, when heassnred you, that 
his religion enforced charity and brotherly 
love to all mankind, without distinction of 
religion ; true and sincere allegiance to the 
King, and inviolable attachment to the con¬ 
stitution ol'the country. It appears, that, as 
you bad lectured him on the duty of actise 
and p assive loyalty, you thought you might, 
"witlNqual propriety, give him a few homi¬ 
lies on thf pernicious tendency of his reli¬ 
gious principles. The forbearance of that 
noble lord is entitled to respect and admi¬ 
ration. Had l been in his situation, I con¬ 
fess, I should not have possessed the same 
command of temper, when a Lord High 
Chancellor, ignorant of the fundamental 
articles of his own religion, should pretend 

to instruct me in mine.-It should not 

have escaped the attention of your lordship, 
that charity to all mankind, and submission 
to .authority of every description, Whatever 
be the religion of their rulers, are very pro¬ 
minent practices of ^ie ©ntholic religion, and 
forcibly inculcated by Catholics throughout 
the world. If your lordship had taken the 
trouble to inspect a vulgar book, called the 
General Catechism, taught by the Catholic 
pastojs in the very seat of his Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment in Ireland, you would have seen, 
'that (the duties of universal charity, and of 
civil allegiance, are enforced in the most po¬ 
sitive \manner. To this little contemptible 
publiC3tftJh, particularly to lessons 14, 15 
•V/F’Bnd lfj, I beg leave to refer your lord- 
ship.-—-The revolutions, my lord, which 
take place in the human mind, are often as 
wonderful as those, which are observed in 
the physical world. By what extraordinary 
occurrence are we doomed to witness an 
astijnishiug change in the enlightened mind 
of you£ lordship? There was a time, my 
lord, when you felt and acknowledged the 
peaceablir aud loyal conduct of Catholics, 
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and the innoxious tendency of their religions 
doctrines. .You publicly espoused "tfwir 
cause in this country, with the utmost ar¬ 
dour ; in their favour you displayed that 
zeal, which must ever arise in a liberal 
mind, *on the view of unmerited oppression.. 
The legislature and country adopted your, 
sentiments; you were the mover of the bill, 
which gavij the English Catholics a partici¬ 
pation of some of tire valuable privileges of 
the British constitution. After such a pub¬ 
lic avowal of your sentiments, nothing could 
exceed my astonishment on the appearance 
of ijie letters under consideration. No 
change of 'sentiment will, .after such a sin¬ 
gular proceeding, excite much wonder. 

(iuis neget arriuis 

, Prono* relabi posse rivos 

j/ Montibus, et Tiberim reverti ? 

As the present ministers hold their situa¬ 
tions by a resolute resistance of the Catholic 
claims, did your lordship think it necessary 
to co-operate in the just and liberal desigus 
of your friends, to whom you are indebted 
for your present situation ? And, could you 
not find a more plausible mode of attack, 
than that of misrepresenting and discrediting’' 
a religion, which once commanded your ap¬ 
probation and applause ? Was it a proof of 
your judgment and constancy, to select, as 
an object of censure, that doctrine, which, as 
a protector of the established church, you 
are bound solemnly and officially to sup¬ 
port ?-Whatever motives may have led 

to this singular change in your lordship’s 
sentiments, nothing can unquestionably be 
more fatal to the inrerests of the British em¬ 
pire, than the hiuguage and professions, 
v, hich your letters convey. The unfortunate- 
country, in which you hold.a high situation, 
has been, for a considerable time, in a me¬ 
lancholy state; the wounds of a formidable 
rebellion are still green ; a considerable de¬ 
gree ofirritation is acknowledged to pervade 
the puj fie mind j a ferocious«encmy is pre- 
par irupo invade our shores, and is believed 
to ijfrect his ambitious views in a peculiar 
rjj^uer against Ireland. This is the mo¬ 
ment, my lord, so full of danger and hazard, 
which you carefully and judiciously select 
for the purpose of criminating more than 
three millions of its inhabitants. Instead of 
exhorting all, without any distinction of re¬ 
ligious belief, to rally round the throne, ami 
the constitution of their country ; instead of 
raising every arm in defence- of the emp'in, 
in an hour of peril unexitmnlod >t* our his¬ 
tory ; you emplov the language of com¬ 
plaint and reproach; you thei.-by promote 
•disunion and discord ; you puindv l: ‘li 1,1 ■ 
t.’a'.iiciics, that they are cU-lwuvu 
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possibility of being loyal to a Protestant go¬ 
vernment - t and that they are to remain in 
a state of political excommunication, with* 
out hopes of farther relief. I really know 
not, my lord, wbat appellation to give to such 
conduct, but that of infatuation or phrenzy. 
As a British subject, warmly interested in 
the welfare of my country, I now call upon 
your lordship to disavow these pernicious 
•entiments, and to efface the* impression 
avhicb you have made. If, however, you 
persist in entertaining the same ideas, and 
supporting the illiberal measures of his Ma¬ 
jesty's present ministers respecting Ireland, 
it requires but ^ small share of political sa¬ 
gacity to predict the consequences of your 
conduct. You will have the consolation to 
reflect, that, as you have taken measures di¬ 
rectly tending to the ruin of your country,, 
your plans will be crowned with ultimate 
success. May God grant, that you may not 
live to see the fatal catastrophe, to which 
your proceedings naturally lead; but, if you 
should, your lordship is to determine, whe¬ 
ther you would wish to survive it. 

THE BRITISH OBSERVER. 


IRISH SALARIES. 

Sir,—-I had, a few weeks past, the plea¬ 
sure of reading an excellent letter in your 
Political Journal, upon the Irish civil officers 
receiving their salaries at par fioni the Irish 
Treasury. In the debate of last night [22d 
March], in Parliament, Lord A. Hamilton 
Moved for an account of those military offi¬ 
cers, who enjoyed the*same extraordinary 
privilege. To this Mr. Oorry assented, but 
. expressed some surprise, that it was not in¬ 
cluded in a former motion. The fact is, 
that it -was not known ; for such has been 
the secrecy with which this proceeding has 
been carried on, that until this year, no 
one in this country had any knowledge of 
the feet. Wjien the subject was agi- 
tated, the Irish Chancellor of the Exchequer ' 
express^ some astonishment, that ahj, ,-one 
should venture to question II. M. mini&^js 
upon a matter that had long escaped notice, 
and bad been as long enjoyed.-He seem¬ 

ed to consider the Lords of the Treasury to 
have a right to put their hands into the 
public purse whenever they thought tit; and 
as they had contrived to pocket so much 
money without discovery, they had a just 
jelaim to more-) and having done the same 
ainpe tb$ union, the antiquity of the prac¬ 
tice, and the concealment of the fact, gave 
them a title to what they had appropriated. 
—-— T his mode .of reasoning may be very, 
satisfactory to the Lords of the Treasury of 
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both countries, and to all the clerks of a]t 
the offices of the state; but, I trust, that it 
will not be approved of by the people. - - r 
In this case, there is no security given to 
the public for the honest appropriation of 
public money; the same principle that in¬ 
duced these gentlemen to issue an order to 
pay themselves a sum beyond wbat they 
were entitled to enjoy, may, at another time, 

| justify any act, which the hopes of private 
■ emolument may suggest.—-—if the upper 
I and lower clerks of offices be to estimate 
how much their services are wortjjjfthe t*wp- 
coup tries will soon find Ms-'^Addnagton's 
surplus of revenue turn out to be a consi¬ 
derable deficiency-But, Sir, I under¬ 

stand, that this practice is not confined to 
, the Treasury: the Custom-house, 8tc. fol- 
„ low the same good example. Mr. Corry has 
: at last confessed, that in some instances, mi¬ 
litary officers are paid at par. Ts that, then, 
the whole truth ? It is idle to say, you 
did not ask for further information, and, 
therefore, we will s.ot give it.” The public 
i have a right to be made thoroughly ac- 
| quainted with the subject. Is it, or is it not 
I true, that the Treasury are in the ppetine 
of obliging their friends with gold ? And do 
not die clerks make a trade of it ?-Be¬ 

sides, Sir, I hear from good authority, that, 

| while the absentee officers of the Treasury', 

; <tec. &c. are paid at par, those who remain 
| in Ireland pay themselves in specie. That is 
; to say, the first making ten per cent, while 
the public in-the same situation loses it, and 
the second, by the sale oj gold, gaining at 
home nearly to the same amount, making, 
the public a loser of ten per cent, upon the 
whole salaries of jts servants; thereby re¬ 
versing the order of things, which, in Eng¬ 
land, lays a tax qg the servant, to refund 
part of his salary, whilrf,- in Ireland, the peo¬ 
ple are taxed by private arrangement to 
augment the pay of its servants.——Inde¬ 
pendent .of these facts, now for the first 
time avowed and defended, and which, by- 
the-bye, a court of justice would call b£ hard 
names, 1 Wish to be informed, “ holy thp 
public accounts are made out, and whtn any 
money due from England to Ireland is sent 
oyer, do the accomptants carry,, jver the 
amount of the sums which the putyjc, 
by the exchange, and set it off against what 
the public loses by the augmented salaries 
of the Lords of the Treasury, &c. ?” And 
secondly: what is the premium given by 
the*private bankers to the agents of govern¬ 
ment, for the money doe to the army, &c. is 
order to circulate private paper ? This isa faejt 
known to the government, Acknowledged by 
them: why has it been permitted,and howlonjg 
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has it been practised It appears to me. 
Sir, tliat the public are much indebted to 
Lord Archibald Hamilton for the discovery 
of this dew mode of diverting the public 
money from public service to pnvate emo¬ 
lument, and to Lord Henry Petty for the 
statement of one of the principal causes of 
the immense circulation of paper, and its 
consequent depreciation; being a bounty 
granted by another private regulation of the 
under officers of government to such circu¬ 
lation. . These gentlemen, in short, appear 
to be willing to profit by the encouragement 
given by their -superiors, and thinking»that 
all is fair gain where motley is concerned, 
have discovered in Ireland what we have 
long known here, that*in the new order of 
things private advantage has become the bu¬ 
siness of the state.-1 remain. Sir, with 

great respect, yours, H. T. 


IRISH HALl f -l*AY OFFICERS. 

Sir, -From the impartial manner in 

which your publication is conducted, I am 
induced to send you a remark or two, upon 
fhe’lhotion of Lord A. Hamilton, for an ac¬ 
count to km laid before the House of Com¬ 
mons, of the monies paid at par in this 
country, to officers holding situations, 

on the Irish establishment.-As there had 

been some appearance of delay in the pro¬ 
duction of the required information. Lord 
Hamilton, on the 23d inst. renewed his' ap¬ 
plication, and begged also to know if the 
system of paying at par extended to the 
half pay officers on the Irish establishment. 
• To this last question Mr. Corrv, after 
he bad accounted for the delay complained 
of, answered, “ that, he thought Lord A. Ha- 
“ miltou’s motion was^onfined to the civil 
* c officers of Irelancf; and that it was neces- 
“ sary to acquaint him, that the officers on 
“ the half pay of the Irish establishment, 
,f not being called to this country in conse- 
" quince of the union, were on the same 
" footing as before the union with respect 

" tef the receipt of pay.”-r take it for 

grannd, that the authority of 'the Lords of 
the Treasury has been obtained for the pre¬ 
cedent (JlSpaying the salaries of the civil of- 
the Irish establishment at par, and 
that this indulgence has been granted on ac¬ 
count of their occasional residence in this 
country; but, Sir, I beg leave to remark, 
for the information of Mr. Corry, that num¬ 
bers of meritorious and deserving officers, 
on the half-pay of the Irish government, are 
also obliged to reside in England with their 
families or religions; and that, at present, 
the miserable pittance of half-pay is so frit¬ 


tered away, by the difference of the cur¬ 
rency, by the enormous rate of exchange, 
by the agency, and other incidental ex- 
penses, that a lieutenant will scarcely reoeioO 
more than d 30 per annum staling, sod 
this, tdo, as a reward, probably, for many 
years’ services. Add to this disheartening 
representation the irregularity and uncer¬ 
tainty of itg payment, even at this reduced 
rate. I know of some cases, and have heaid 
of many others, wherein officers have not 
received any half-pay from government 
since the reduction of their regiments in Ire¬ 
land ,in June, 1802, although lepeated ap¬ 
plications h*ave been made to obtain it.— — « 
There can be no good reason, in *my opi¬ 
nion, given, why there should be any dif¬ 
ference between the half-pay of an -officer 
/from one regiment and that of another in 
the British service. Surely the being acci¬ 
dentally reduced in Ireland, cannot be justi¬ 
fiably admitted.-1 hope, and trust. Sir, 

for the honour of this country, that the same 
liberality of sentiment, which induced their 
lordships of his Majtssiy'sTriasury to have 
so much feeling and conskieia.ion for the 
officers in high civil employments, with sala¬ 
ries so munificent as those’ which, in general, 
they enjov, will extend its influence to the 
comfort and satisfaction of those deserving 
j military claimants, the half pay officers on 

the Irish establishment.-i run. Sir, yours, 

fifc. Scc; Miles. 

DEFENCE OF THE ADMIRALTY. 

Sir, -In the dlegister of the 18th ulfc, 

is a letter signed on naval affairs, which, 

I am much persuaded, did not come from an 
impartial hand. Nothing is more easy thagp 
to make general assertions of mismanage¬ 
ment against any board ; but, there is some 
little difficulty in - citing particular instances 
of it, accompanied by such necessary proof* 
as shalScarry conviction horqp; unless, in- 
' deedjnn^apaciiy or neglect of duty have 
beejr manifested. That the assertions re- 
snjrting the Dock-yards, in the said litter, 
originated in ignorance or malice, must ira»- 
mediately strike the reader, however lit tip 
be may be acquainted with their actual state; 
but, by those who have opportunities of vi¬ 
siting them, and are in acquaintance with 
their officers; they are at once known to bp* 
unfounded. I assert, from personal know¬ 
ledge, that the business' of -the Dock-yards 
never went on with more alaejily^cheerful- 
ness, and economy, than since Lord St. Vin¬ 
cent has presided at the Admiralty Bo.i-d; 
.and that, instead of the officets being panic- 
struck, slow io the execution of ord«r*,^and 
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fearful of losing their places; they are vigi¬ 
lantly alive to the exigency of the times, 
constantly in the honourable discharge of 
their duties, and looking up to the Admi¬ 
ralty Board .with the fullest confidence of 
not only support, but promotion, fthen a 
case occurs in which they can claim it. This 
Sir,'although it has never been exhibited in 
your Register, is a true picture, as far as it 
goes, of the Dock-yards. With regard to 
tite timber returned by tire Dock-yard offi¬ 
cers, very little need be said to prove, that if 
Z. has no better founded complaints to 
snake against the Admiralty Board than this, 
lie would do wisely by keeping tlietn toliim- 
aelf. The contractor alluded to was bound 
toaupply timber of the description specified 
In his contract, and the Navy Board were 
bound to bay a certain price for it. If thc\ 
timber delivered was not of this description, 
the officers did their duty in rejecting it; (l 
believe, Z. wiit not deny this) but, it it was 
conformable to the coutract, the contractor 
Roes not require to be told, that he had not 
only the power ot compelling the officers to 
receive it, but by representing their conduct 
to the Navy Board, of teaching them a les¬ 
ion that would have etfectually prevented 
bis being so served again. Jf the same kind 
of attention that is now bestowed on the re¬ 
ceipt of stores at the Dock-yards, had ob¬ 
tained for the last ten years, it is easy to con¬ 
ceive, that the public would not have re¬ 
gretted it.-Z. very prudently declines 

entering on the subject of the blockade of 
Brest, lest he should increase his letter be¬ 
yond the limits of the •Register. You, as 
well as I, have reason to shank him for his 
consideration: you, because your Register is 
generally tilled with matter more palatable 
with the public; and I, because he has saved 
me the trouble of exposing more of his folly. 
He also restricts himself in his observations 
on, “ the parsimonious system which is pur- 
u sued with ^regard to our naval Brjspitals, 

“ and to the surgical establishmfneVof the f 
** fleet, y. Having lately had it in my'uwer 
to make inquiries on these points, I trusWhe 
-result of them will not be uninteresting to 
you. If I were a warm partisan of Lord St. 
Vincent, I should feel great obligation to Z. 
for introducing the state of the naval hospi¬ 
tals as a subject of complaint, as certainly no 
part of his public duty has been attended to 
with more effect, than the comfortable ac¬ 
commodation of the sick of his Majesty’s 
•hips, wjretber on board or on shore, in the 
American war, when there were more than 
twelve hundred patients in Plymouth Hos¬ 
pital, there was only one physician and one 
surgeon ;• now there are, two of each,* with 
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a third of that number of patients.. At ih^ 
same time, with more than two thousand pa¬ 
tients, two physicians and {wo surgeons 
were employed in Haslar Hospital: now 
three of each are there, with a tenth part of 
the number of patients. In the selection of 
medical and chirurgical officers for these hos¬ 
pitals, no regard ha., been shewn to powerful 
interest; professional ability alone has been 
their recommendation, and the knowledge 
of it must inspire those brave tars, whose 
maladies may induce a necessity for sending 
them thither, with the most pe rip f-t con- 
fideijce in humane treatment and speedy 
cure. Instead, therefore, of its being pro¬ 
bable that our worthy fellows should perish 
from the want of their wounds being dressed, 
it appears there are as many surgeons in our 
naval hospitals as the greatest possible num¬ 
ber of patients they can accommodate could 
require. Ample provision lias also been 
made of assistant surgeons, in a cn-e of 
emergency; but, there is no reason what¬ 
ever to add to their number at present, un¬ 
less throwing away the public money can be 
called one. It is admitted by all ranks of 
officers in the navy, that the King’s^ctrips 
were never better, perhaps not so well, pro¬ 
vided with surgeons, ns at this moment; 
which is to be attributed to the judicious ar¬ 
rangements of the Sick and Wounded Board. 
Surgeons’ mates ever were and ever will be 
scarce, till they ate as well paid as in the 
army. But this is not the fault of Lord St. 
Vincent; he is libetally disposed to every 
part of the navy ; and for none is he more 
anxious to procure encouragement than the 
surgeons, as none are really more deserving 
of it. The more completely to ensure the 
due performance of all the duties of the me¬ 
dical department o£ the navy, Lord St. Vin¬ 
cent thought it necestary to appoint an of¬ 
ficer to inspect them; and to execute this 
arduous task, he nominated Doctor Baird, 
who bad, as surgeon of the Ville de Paris, 
under hi* lordship’s own eye, given earnest 
of what might be expected from him, when 
be should one day fill a more exaltccf sta¬ 
tion. What was then expected has-been 
more than fulfilled. Bui at present, a wish 
to abstain from enumerating the iprt&us im¬ 
portant and economical changes V 

him, for the public good, in his new appoint¬ 
ment; as it is probable they may soon meet 
the public eye through a more authentie 
channel. It never was the way of Lord St. 
Viifccnt, nor of those who Rave been in¬ 
debted to t him, to vaunt his public services j 
if it had, what volumes might have been 
filled, a tithe part of whictn would be suf¬ 
ficient to immortalize a common man 1 At 
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tbe time Old England was shaken to its very 
centre, by the disgraceful mutiny that raged 
in our home ^cets, (which, by your own ac¬ 
knowledgment, struck terror into your heart 
in America),.what was the state bf his lord- 
ship’s fleet in the Mediterranean ? It was in 
the most perfect state of discipline; if a 
symptom of mutiny or insubordination ever 
appeared, it was instantly crushed. The 
crew of one. ship in the fleet, that had been 
tampered with by the crew of another that 
had lately joined, said “ no, we will have no¬ 
thing to do with mutiny, we. love our King 
and country, we are well pleased with our 
captain and officers, and we glory in serving 
in a fleet commanded by the greatest admi¬ 
ral England ever produced." This affair, 
being the common talk of the fleet, reached 
the earl's ears, when he immediately ordered, 
them a dollar a man, out of his own purse, 
for their loyalty. Thus, while he was a ter¬ 
ror to the worthless, he was the father of 
those who faithfully served theii country. 
Portsmouth, March 24, 1804. Y. 


J3EFENCE OF THE CIVIL OFFICERS OF 
TUP. JTAVY. 

• 

Sir,—I t is a duty which I owe to every 
person in the civil department of the navy, 
to endeavour to remove the unfavourable 
impression, which a speech lately delivered 
tends to make on the minds of the Public : 

1 therefore hope from what 1 shall advance 
iu refutation of such extraordinary asser¬ 
tions, to rescue the chaiacteis of many 
thousands of individuals from infamy, and 
likewise correct some observations made up¬ 
on the occasion allude^ to.-Iu theiiist 

place the speaker observed, as it is repotted, 

“ that the persons who waived payment for 
“ skips built in m&chants' yards were indi- 
“ viduals belonging to the King's dockyards." 
In reply to this assertion, I can only say, 
that if the asperser was as conversant in the 
duty of a dock-yard, as he is in the manage- * 
merit of a theatre, he would see the fallacy 
and! absurdity of such an argument. For 
whfa ships are to be built in private yards, 
the jfcavy Board contract with the merchants 
for trosourpose, and when completed they 
to, be fitted for sea at the Royal 
'“Arsenals; the amount of building is directly 
paid by bill from the Navy Office, and, 
therefore, the people in the dock-yards have 
nothing more to do, than to rig and put the 
stores on board for sea service. The*gen- 
tleraan is said to have further observed, 

, “ that it was melancholy to be obliged to re ■ 
“ sort to the merchants, when in the doik- 
f‘ yards there wtreS’lQQ men mylfyed, doiny 
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" nothing more than the HER* repair rtf 
“ ships." In answer to this observation, I ' 
shall briefly state, that, during tbe last war, 
there were nearly ten sail of the line launch¬ 
ed in his Majesty’s yards, most of them of 
the 1ft and 2d class, together with several 
frigates; and our immense nayy likewise 
kept in constant repair: and I can truly 
assert, that it requires nearly.as much time 
to give a ship a thorough repair, as it doe» 
to build a new one. Without the assistance 
of the merchant builders, it will be impossi¬ 
ble that our navy can be kept up; for 1 am 
well informed, that there are ships which 
have been* ordered to be built for these last 
3 or 4 years ;u the King’s yards, ‘have not 
yet their keels laid, some aio standing in 
their frames, without any prospect of being 
finished, and otheVs with a part of their 
timbers prepared, without any probability 
of being put together for some time to 
come. These delays are occasioned by the 
deficiency of shipwrights, and in some yards 
the want of timber. Ifet the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer asserted, that there were 
only 58 wanting to complete the comple¬ 
ment ; the truth of w liich statement I have 
si tong reason to disbelieve, for at some of 
the yards I am well informed (and I speak 
from good authority), that the shipwrights 
are now nearly 200 short of the establish¬ 
ment. Mr. Addington likewise said, that 
the number of men now in the dock-yard* 
was greater than the fiist year -of the last 
war: surely the relative situation of affair* 
should have been considered before that 
comparison was flooded in extenuation. For 
previous to the breaking out of the last war 
we had had ten years of peace, a time suf¬ 
ficient to put our navy in a most respectable 
state, our ships were then in the best order,: 
but this war commenced after a short inter- 
,val of eighteen months, and that interval 
precede^ by a long contest, a period never 
more yy ing for our ships; ^therefore, if it 
was oil patient that 3000 shipwrights should 
berfmployed during the first year of the last 
vJn, double that number were not more 
than adequate to meet the exigencies of the 
first year of the present. And in answer 
to the minister, when he asserts, that 300 
men were discharged as inefficient, and whp 
had received pay for doing nothing: I hav© 
only to observe, that numbers of them were 
efficient, and capable of performing their 
duties in the situations in which they were 
placed; and I likewise assure him f bat many 
men whom the Admiralty discharged and 
superannuated as worn out in the service, 
. were capable of doing* hard day's work, 
jqdeed puny of them fire now earning, iq 
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is not in the nature of huroan affair*. Many 


«rtfoef'depMifl£rtbi Of fife government, font 
•or five shillings It defy. Pray bow were our 
fnftraense fleets sd expeditiously fitted out 
during the last war, when, according to Mr. 
Addington’s statement, there were so many 
men in this yards paid for doing nothing ? 
But ill this instance I will appeal to the 
Public, Whether they did not always speak 
In the highest terms of the gre^ extent of 
««r navy ? A sufficient proof of the exertions 

Wtich were then made.-With regard to 

the deficiency of stores, I must likewise ob- 
fetve, that at Portsmouth yard in December 
last, it was found necessary to discharge se¬ 
ctoral pair of sawyers, because there was not 
timber sufficient .to keep them employed. 
In adverting to the latte? part of Mr. Shei i- 
dan's speech, where he asserts, “ that abuse. 

perOade every department of the. dock-' 
" yards;' and likewise asks Mr. Pitt, “ if 
“ he kntw of tkefrauds ivhich the Commis- 
“ sioners of Naval ’Inquiry have found to 
“ have been committed in every article with 
“ which the yards were furnished? ” 1 will 
only fdply to sacA statements, by recom- 
mending members to refer - to the Commis¬ 
sioners themselves, they will then discover 
how grossly they are deceived: The only 
glaring instance of abuse which has been re¬ 
ported to the House, was the circumstance 
of the fraud practised bv the two Hedges, 
it* which the'servants of government were 
tto mo'c involved (as far-as relates to the 
Criminality of it), than th ec Receiver General 
if the Duchy of Cornwall himself. Mr. She- 
tid&n accused Mr. Wilbcrforce of “ nnpar- 
** Jiamentary conduct iff adducing an opi- 
M nfon not from official {tapers, not from 
** regular documents, but from mere per- 
" sorial assertions of men who are sauntcr- 
,f irig on shore, and unemployed !!" I will 
3 sk him how', and in what manner, he ob- 
,faified his information? I will venture to 
declare, that there' are no documeftybefore 
<he House which can possibly justiwjjhim in 
thus stigmatizing every person h'^ongt’^ to 
the dockyards. Surely it would baPid- 
fffsahle that those gentlemen who have iHjn 
their power to ascertain the regular state of 
existing circumstances, were not to suffer 
themselves fo be fahely impressed by the 
Assertions of some men, who from interested 
jnotiVes, feel peculiar satisfaction in degrad¬ 
ing the parties in question. It is cruel and 
ttbjost that (he whole civil department of 
the naVy should be stigmatized, because in 
fheir immense body, some dishonest men 
Ahbtild have been incorporated with them. 
Where is the department, where, upon a 
scrutiny, corrupted characters are hot to be. 
{coa£ ? For we knoiv that to beitimraeCvkite 


speeches in and out of the House teem With 
insinuations tending to degrade all parties id, 
the civil branch of the navy : certainly it is 
impolitic and ungrateful, to be continually 
depreciating a set of men, on who r e exer¬ 
tions the preservation of the country in ai 
great measure depends, for the innocent are 
blended with the guilty, and the whole in¬ 
discriminately condemned. I cannot con¬ 
clude without observing, that had -Mr. Pitt 
alluded to gun-lrigs instead of gun-boati 
(for there is a vast difference between them), 
he would have rendered it out of the power, 
of Sir Edward Pellew and others to have 
started any objection whatever. For the 
gun-brigs were vessels of a construction, 
which enabled them to encounter the dif* 
..faculties and dangers of a voyage to the 
West-Indies, to which part of the world 

many were sent during the last war.-1 

am. Sir, your sincere well-wisher, X. 

March 21, 1804. 


INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreign. -The Russian fleet in the 

Black Sea is preparing to sail, with a number 
of transports: its ultimate destination is yet 
unknown; by some it is said that the troops 
are intended for Mecklenburgh or Denmark, 
and by others, that they are intended for the 
protection of Naples ; and at Constantinople, 
it is said, that the Russian ambassador there 
has lately made extensive contracts with dif¬ 
ferent Greek and Arminian merchants, for 
large supplies of salt beef, pulse, and live cat¬ 
tle ; and, that the fleet will stay a short time 
at that place, and thence will proceed to the 
Archipelago and Mediterranean.—This na¬ 
val expedition, together with the recent 
movements of the Russian troops in Lithua¬ 
nia, Courland, Esthonia, and Livonia, has 
excited the vigilance and the suspicion of 
the court of Prussia; and the King has is¬ 
sued orders for all soldiers who are absent on 
furlough, to return immediately to their re¬ 
spective regftnents.-Gen. St. Cyr, with a 

French army of thirty thousand men, is/aaily 
expected in the envirbns of Naples; a/<d ar¬ 
rangements are making, in conseqpffffPe, for 
removing his Sicilian Majesty to Pa^wi-T 
where he is to be joined by the King of Sar¬ 
dinia.-Jt is said, that the Danish govern¬ 

ment has expressed considerable dissatisfac¬ 
tion ^ on account of a Dutch squadron, con¬ 
sisting of five or six brigs, with a number of 
troops on board, having entered the port df 
Bergen, and made that hatbftur a point of ’ 
rendezvous for the force rntchded for the in¬ 
vasion of England.-: - « • * - 
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Domestic.— : — His Majesty is now so far military operation* against Sciftdea haw had 
recovered, as-that it is thought unnecessary, a favourable commencement. A detach- 
by bis physicians, to continue the daily re- merit of the forces, under the command of 
ports respecting'the state of his disorder. Major Gen. Wellesley, lias lately taken tht©' 
Tj'he following are the bulletins which were large fortified pettah of Ahmednugat; 
excluded from the last sheet of the Register : which was carried by escalade, with great 

on the 21 st, “ his Majesty continues to re- gallantry and spirit.-The French army 

“ cover : " on the 22d, “ his Majesty is so in the Italian States amounts to thirty thou- 
«* much better, that, in our opinion, a little sandmen; the head-quarters are Tarento’j 
«f time will perfect Ins recovery.” And, on and it extends along the coast of the Adria- 
the same day, the Lord in Waiting issued the tic towards Naples It has been apprehend- 
following Police : “ Lord Sidney has orders ed, that they would take possession of th© 
*< m sqy, that there will be no further at- Neapolitan States, and preparations am 
« tendance at St James’s after to day.” jOn making in the ports <jf Brindisi, Bari, and 
the mornings of the 15th and l6th, liisMa- Otranto, for*a raaritinfcexpqffition, the des- 
jesty walked in the Queen’s Garden ; and at filiation of winch is \ot known.- 1 —The 
about noon, on those days-, she Lord Chan- Paris papers are silen/upon the subject of 
cellor lmd audiences of his Majesty : the the military preparations on the Coast of the 
Royal Family, who were not permitted yaianne!: it is said, heivever, that Augereau, 
to see the King, rode out during the time, who visited the First I Consul, immediately 
On the 21st, the Lord Chancellor had ano- after the discovery of ®e conspiracy, has left 
r ther audience, and his Majesty signed several the capital for Brest; that Kellerman is 
official papers; ai-l, on the 22d, both the gone to Hanover in the room of Nansonty, 
Lord Chancellor and Mr. Addington had and that Massena will be appointed sucess- 
audiences, and laid before him several sor of Mortier.— Gen. Marmont, attend- 

pipers for liis signature.-Nothing of ed by Vignoles and Boudet, has just beeK 

particular importance has occurred in Par- ; inspecting the troops at Utrecht, Amster- 
liament diming the last two weeks. In j dam, and Flushing ; and the Dutch troop* 
the House of Commons, on the 15th inst. j in North Holland are approaching the Hel- 
Mr. Pitt di ought forward his promised mo- j der for the purpose of embarkation, 
tinn for tin inquiry into the state of the na- ! Naval. —Another expedition, consisting 

val defence of the kingdom; which, after ; of twelve ships of war, is preparing at Con- 
much discussion, was negatived, 20.'} to 110 : stantinople, and it is said, that its destine- 
and on the ipth, a debate of some interest tion is the Morea, where the Porte is appre- 
took place on the re-commitment of the hensive of the encroachments of the French. 

new volunteer bill On the 22d, an in- . -The French fleet at Brest consists of 

teresting debate took place, on the third . two ships of 120 guas, five of 84, nine of 
reading of the new volunteer bill, which 7 4 > four of 44, lhseeof32, one of 24, and 
was then passed. Some conversations have , two of 20, besides four small cutters of from 
also been held on the subject of the accounts 8 to It) guns, four bombs, and three fire- 
Jaid before Parliament.-^u meeting of the ships: there are also in the docks at that 
inhabitants of Kington in Jamaica was ' place one of 120 guns, two of 84, four of 74* 
held on the 31st of December last, to consi- and two of 44. In the dock at L’Orient one 
der the conduct of the senate of that Island, of 120 guy, two of 84, one of 32, and two 
and among other declarations, it was re- cutters oTCO guns. The squadron at Roche* 
solved, that the zeal and firmness of the as- Tort cofyls&rfone ship of 120 guns, two of 
sembly in opposing the extraordinary de- ' 84, *yo of 74, three of 44, and one of 24. 
mandrof the British ministry fcfr erecting : —nAn embargo has been imposed on all 
barracks, paying troops, anti for other pur- j the shipping of Dublin, similar to that im¬ 
poses, Imerit the highest approbation of ; posed on the shipping of London.—A part 
their constituents. ' of the ships laden with stores has just sailed 

—The war in Ceylon continues for Boulogne under convoy; and a considei- 
to be unsuccessful, and the Candians have able firing has since been heard off that 
gained some further advantages over the place, but.nothing has transpired relative to 
British troops. After the fall of Baticola a ge- : the success of the expedition.-—On tht* 
neral slaughter ensued ; and the recent vie- ; 2d of January, Capt. Nourse, in his Majesty’* 
tories of the natives have given rise to fhe ! sloop Cyane, recaptuied the Westmprelaiiv. 
most serious apprehensions for the safety of ; Guine3man, which had been previously 
Jafnapatam. The late loss at Candy amount- j taken by the Gen. Enouf Fiench privateer j 
ed to about sit hifhdred and fifty men, inclu- ■ aqd on the 20th, after a chase of five hours, 

, ding officers.—The war against the Mah- | he captured the French privateer La Belloqe, 
rattas is; however, more promising, and the % j o£'eight guns and cighty-fonr men, seven 
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dajw from Surinam.--On the 12th of March, 
Capt. Haywood, of his Majesty’s sloop Har¬ 
py, Captured the French gun-boat Penriche, 
of two guns, together with two small trans¬ 
ports, which were pa,rt of a convoy proceed¬ 
ing under her protection from Calais to 
Boulogne.—Lieut. Milne, of the armed cut¬ 
ter, Mary, has taken L’Enierprise, French 
vessel, of forty-four tons and four men, laden 
with Wine and brandyand thd Rosalia of 
forty-three tons and four men, laden with 
flour: these vessels were part of a convoy 
bound to Brest. On the cjth of March, (he 
letter of marque lugger, Tartar, captured 
the French brig, Jufin Henry, of twelve 
•twelve-pounders, aid two four-pounders, 
and lift/ men. ^ , 

” TO THE^PUBLIC. f 

The Supplement ao the IVlh Volume 
of the Register being now completed arid 
Teady for delivery, I think it a proper oc¬ 
casion to notify some alterations, which 
have been adopted, with a view of accom¬ 
modating the readers of the work in gene¬ 
ral, and particularly those who live at a dis¬ 
tance from the metropolis. Gentlemen 
thus situated have been put to great and 
numerous inconveniences, as well as con¬ 
siderable expeuse, in obtaining the Supple¬ 
ments to epch volume respectively; and, 
when it can be avoided, it appears unfair 
to subject them thereto, or to leave their 
volumes incomplete, which, according to 
the present arrangement, they must be if 
without Supplements,.-having neither Title 
Fage, Table of Contents, nor Index, which 
form so necessary a part of the work, and 
which have hitherto been published in the 
Supplement. Nor lias the delay, which 
necessarily occurs in the printing and de¬ 
livery of the Supplement, been, by apy 
means, a pleasant circumslanf**. When 
the half year is closed, gentleml') are na¬ 
turally desirous to have their Mimses comt 
pleted ami bound; which, aOn the^jrsent 
instance^they cannot do till two orTthree 
months after the half year has expYfed. 
1 hese reasons, together with several other 
of inferior weight, have made me determined 
to publish no more Supplements; but to 
print the Title Page, the Table of Contents, 
and the indexes, in the last number of the 
Register of each volume or half year; and 
then it will, pf course, be transmitted to the 
subscribers, in every part of the kingdom 
and of the world, in the same expeditious 
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manner that the other sheets are now con¬ 
veyed. In order, however, that there may 
be room, without the exclusion of any other 
useful matter, for all state-papers, and other 
documents of public importance, I shall, 
as, indeed, I have done for some time past, 
publish about once a month, a double sheet; 
but, that the expense of the work may be 
fixed and known, there shall, invariably, bo 
thirty-three sheets in each half year, making 
the annual cost of the Register only £l 15 0, 
nearly one pound of which goes to the 
Stamp-Office, a circumstance which 1 by no 
mo^ns regret.—The plan of a Supplement 
to each volume arose from my desiie to 
give extensive circulation to a faithful re¬ 
port of the PARLIAMENTARY DE¬ 
BATES; and, were there no other reason 
tor discontinuing the Supplements, a suffi¬ 
cient one would be iound in these Debates, 
which, from the length, as well as from the 
correctness and the perfect impartiality, with 
which they are reported, .have now swelled to 
a size, and have acquired an importance, that 
forces them into a separate work; and, ac¬ 
cordingly, they will be published as such, 
in Numbers during the session, and in a vo¬ 
lume, or volumes, at the closg; so that, 
henceforth, it will be entirely at the option 
of every person, to take both works, or 
either of them without the other.—-The suc¬ 
cess which the Debates hate met with is not, 

I believe, to be equalled in the history of 
any publication of the sort; but, indeed, 
this is by no means a matter of surprize, 
when the work is viewed in comparison with 
former publications bearing a similar title; 
and, as to impartiality, which was the gieat 
object of the undertaking, 1 hesitate not to 
defy the most aciite observer, to point out 
one single instance, in the whole work, 
where, except ttfem«mere error, the most 
scrupulous impartiality has not been adhered 
to; in proof of which, 1 beg the reader to 
compare the ministerial speeches in this 
work with the reports of those speeches in 
any newspaper or other collection of Debates. 
In short, as I have long wished to see a 
work exhibiting a full and faithful record of 
the proceedings in the British Parliament, I 
have now spared no pains to accomplish that 
wish, and I can, with confidenraT s a y..t h at, 
as far as the present work has |Rn@7 tils' 
accomplished. ■ 

The topics intended for the Summary, and 
the letters of Correspondents, are unavoidably 
deferred till my next. 
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“ I should think, that the name of Ean&p VincSht would appear in a satisfactory light, even as tl;e 
u successor of Earl Spencer, or of any oiner man known to this country, more especially in a p> riod 
“ of war, which calls for all the exertions of the Executive Government. Whether the contest be of short 
“ or of long duration; if we arc still to struggle with continued difficulties, I will ask: is not the 
,f name of that Noble Earl a shield and bulwark to the nation t” -Mr. Pitt's Spe.eah, March as, 
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navai. inquiry. rived at Rrest. - Some French lira of bat- 

Sir,- -As you have had the goodliest to tie .ships moved froni L Oiient to Ehchfort.. 


• . NAVAI. INQUIRY. 

Sir, --As you have had the goodbess to ., . . . . , , 

insert my former letter in your valuable Ua- sko18in f® thl commenceme nt /if thg . 
gister, I will .now resume a subject, which P resent w f; 1 k noJnot a smgle^tTOTm- 

was there left unfinished.—It contained some stance » °* tbo crfcijny s ships of force having 

reasons contradictory of Sir Charles Pole’s,/ «»**“ prevented quitting, and returning to 
Sir Edward' Pellew’s, nnd Captain Marl*/ the^r ports, particularly those included in S ir 
ham's assertions, (reasons that I alleged, E-JPellew s comnuaid. As to our trade 
would be supported by any number of r ival suffering less, and fhe insurance being some- 

officers, who might be examined at the bar ^ bat lower than in the last war, they are 

of the House,) " that our naval force is only the natural consequences of the enemy’s 

*' equivalent to every probable demand upon prn'ateers and seamen Demg detained by the 

“ it "-In continuation, I beg to suggest, as * . C(,nsul 8 orde „ r ’ ,0 ,n ** invasioa 
an .argument of naval insufficiency, the of this country.-But, a h.wmg the enemy's 
probability of our being engaged in a war ports are as effectually blockaced, as the na- 
with Spam, at the. moment of French inva- ‘"re, of such service renders practicable, it 
sion. And again ; our heing now compelled W0ldd be highly criminal, at so awful a mo- 
to acquiesce in indignities and insults, from ment as tri1st the. security of our 

the petty state of Algiers.-But the advocates coa!i ! s ,\° imperfect protection, whilst better 
of Lord St. Vincent talk of the French ports, 18 w,thm our reach.—As mir naval force .9 
and those Spanish ones resorted tobv French at P res ont distributed, every thing depends 
ships being hermetically sealed, so that their on A h f 'ti™'*"! Adm^al Cornwallis s,fleet, 
squadrons and ships, though most desirous of 7 hlch , 18 constantly exposed to all the oca. 
putting to sea, can never accomplish their ( , 1 ncu ent 10 nav | d °P erat > ofls at sc | a » 
purpose; and, they call on our merchants to wh,i8t th « e " em y secur ^> watchmg 

join in applause, of the man, under whose ,0 take ^vantage ot them in their harbour, 
administration, British Commerce passes un- ^ UC1 a I ,08,tl °. n m‘g kt suffice for us in 

molested, from one quarter of the globe to ° rdina T cas f s ' b ” 1 *“ the P r «enf ,ourgarnets 

the other, nnburtbene** such heavy insu- desperate, the whole stake depending on the 
ranee, as shackled it during the last war.— cast of a die. . Should the fleet under 

The enemy’s having desiied to quit their * our 1 g^nt admiral be shattered in a storm, 
ports, appears somewhat problematical, for or dnv // jr t0 , the westward, by a com,- 
Admiraf Cornwallis has been, twice unavoid-. »uane,of easterly winds (which even now 
ably .driven from his station, and forced into mav j' b . t"\ case ) and should the enemy s fleet, 
Torbay. They never alternated to come cr/islmg of thirteen sad of the line,* and 
oat on these occasions; of, when Lord Nel- ^*5 ates W1,b put to sea immediately 

son quitted his station before Toulon, to 0,1 tbc weather « moderating, and the w.nds 
carryU a war of words with the Dey of Al- vee , r ' n S ,be south-south-east, or south, 
giers/TChese opportunities having been and keeping along their own coasts, until as 
*§» over by them, conveys no proof of hl S h up Channel as Guernsey, press forward 

their wish to leave Toulon orBrest.--Let t0 *> urs bet ween Dungenness and Harwich, 

ns now examine, whether, in defiance of her- sweeping the Channel as they passed, Wfth- 
meticai sealing on other ports, the enemy out suffering themselves to be detained, «nd 
have not put to sea from, gone abroad* and n°tifymg approach to the flotillas at 
returned into them, without being\ntercept- Boulogne; they would have every probabi- 

ed.-Admiral Hartsink’s squadron found bty in favour of a safe arrival at their desti- , 

means.to __The duGuayTrouan natl0H » and ^'”5 able to maintain a snpe- 

and a frigate relumed from St. Domingo.- .ruwtrat it, at least for 48 hours ; a tune 

A ship of the line from the West Indies ar- W sufficieflt for enablm S lhe,r whole 
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force, collected on the opposite, shores, to 
pass the channel under their protection, and 
, reach our coast uninjured.. In such event, 
" farewell, a long tin swell to all our great- 
ness.”-——I am awai e, I .shall be told, the 
attempt I have been supposing, would be 
dangerous,and its success improbable: this, 

1 in some degree allow; but similar consi¬ 
derations would not weigh much with the 
enterprisinar Buonaparte, when opposed to 
the iumieiAe advantages it may secure him. 
—Besidcs/l cannot admit, that his endea¬ 
vouring no pas» over to Ireland, (which all 
agree y may be likely to attempt) would be 
Jess hazardous; and Eiilrland holds outran’ 
''VvthfinJy .stronger* temptation —Supposing 
him to make the aUempYiqthe Channel, and 
to be closely pursued, bl.Admiral Cornwal¬ 
lis, a retreat would ulwais be open to him 
in the ports of Iloll.mr and Norway, or 

north about.-In all jmilitary opeiations 

much must be left to fortune. A maxim 
the First Consul has always followed, and 
hitherto with great success. When opposed 
to such a man, we ought not to guard 
alone against probable attacks, but should 
prepare ourselves to meet such as are bare¬ 
ly possible.-At the commencement of 

the last war, when our naval force was 
greater, and our enemy’s ports were as 
well secured as now, it was apparently, al¬ 
most impossible, that their fleets and squa¬ 
drons should elude the vigilance of our 
ablest admirals; put to sea ; anchor in our 
ports; capture islands and places many hun¬ 
dred leagues distant; threaten our foreign 
s -t dements; considerably,annoy our trade; 
and, finally, return in safety to their own 

harbour.-Yet, it is known, that the 

French Beet with transports and troops, d> J 
get out of Brest, and alter anchoring for ten 
days in Ban try Bay, went almost unmolested 

back again to Brest.-It is equally certain, 

that whilst Lord Bridport was off t{bat har¬ 
bour, a French fleet of 23 or 24 saiXrf the 
line escaped j, affd W'eut to Cadiz, .atPifftha- 
gena, and Toulon, and then rCMirnel^to 
Brest by tl# same route, reinforced by ttjo 
Spanish fleet from Cnrthagcna and Cadiz, 
without firing a single shot, except at one or 
♦wo of .our ships of war, which they cap¬ 
tured., French troops were also landed on 
the coast of Wales, and the ships that car¬ 
ried them returned safe,-It is also certain, 

that Ltichery, with .5 or 6 sail of the line, 
escaped tiom Cadiz, where he had been long 
blocked up; threatened the island of New¬ 
foundland, unfloyedour bade very seriously, 

k ttnd then arrived sate in a Eutnch port.- 

And, what perhaps, was yeFjpiore e\l p ur- I 
din sir, the French made a successful' euus^ ' 
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prise from Toulon; where, jfc presence, as it 
were, of a vast superiority ofwyal force un¬ 
der Lord St. Vincent, they succeeded in col¬ 
lecting from all the ports in the Mediterya- 
ne, hi, :uj*»j)M!nense Armada; sending it to 
sea; tafftlnring the island of Malta, and af- 
terwfrnls in landing their troops and stores 
on the coast of Eg' pt; (a distance of nearly 
500 leagues,) without experiencing any mo¬ 
lestation on their route. In giving this ca¬ 
talogue of former disasters, ii has not been 
my intention, to censure either the marine 
minister of the time, oi the officers employed 
under him ; they are stated, simply as warn¬ 
ings, against a too great confidence being 
hereafter placed in the blockading system j 
the imperfection o^ which they sbongly de- 
menstrute. But, in onr present situation, 
Vthe relying upon such a system, as our sole 
| means of defence from invauoii, would be 
more objectionable than ever, as the enemy’s 
preparations greatly exceed any made in 
former times; and, as the actual condition 
of mirlatge ships unfits them for supporting 

sowcaring and destructive a service-In 

appreciating the risks the present crisis 
exposes us to, it would be tlio height of folly 
to reject the lessons of experience, ,or impli- 
1 citly to rely for security on the measures of 
one, whose errors the country has already 
severely suffered from. Had there been a 
British squadron on the coast of Ireland, 
(when the French, dining the late war, an¬ 
chored in Buntrv Bay,) of sufficient force to 
contend with it, the enemy, most likely, 
would never have gone there, or if they had, 
might have been beaten, and peihaps de¬ 
stroyed.-For the effectual defence there¬ 

fore of our coasts against the dangers that 
menace them, it appears indispensable wc 
should have assented on its most vulner¬ 
able parts, a fleet cr/ii'iSt tmthat at Brest; this 
is partindaily needful on the coast of Ire¬ 
land, and between the; Isle of Wight and 
Yarmouth. If we have not, at present, a 
efficient number of ships employed for this 
arrangement, when coupled with the system 
now pursuedwe ought to preset ve those we 
have with increased care ; a duty' the more 
incumbent, as there is small chance of their 
value being diminished by any auditlov-ISeing 
made to onr large ships, dining thfl pres e nt. 
war; (unless it be protracted like the siege 1 
ot Troy,) for the alarming, and, as 1 fear it 
will prove, increasing deficiency in this de¬ 
scription of our force; we are indebted to 
the Board of Naval Inquiry, and lo Lord St. 
Vincent’s f/-timed ernnomy /——But to re¬ 
turn to the arguments used by this noble' 
lord’s satellites on Thursday evening.—‘They 
deprecated Mr. Fill's motion, as dangerous; 
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1th it, they argued, would 
convey inf</fnation to <hc enemy, create 
distrust in iLotd St. Vincent, and injure the 
service whose officers would be called by it, 
from their other duties, to attenofifcvHouse. 
Surely, such a sti mg of i idieulous ohjv^ions, 
liave seldom been seriously brought forward. 
Whoever is master of a six-penny piece may 
obtain Steele’s Navy List in euhangn tor 
it, and whether the purchase he made hy a 
Frenchman or not, the drc.tdi .1 inloimation 
will be louml in its pages, without reserve 
or jnysteiy. Bui district of Lord St. Vin¬ 
cent; is that to he so lightly treat*! ? To 
this I must answer, with ihebluntness of my 
profession, that ihc navy cannot think worse 
of him than they do ; and, as to sea officers 
lining called from their stations, Mr. l’i:l / 
could never have thought tbelt being -o ■ 
immediate consequence of ins motion. Some 
opinion of this kind, perhaps, look posse* ion 
of people’s minds, front Sir bid ward Pel lew's 
unexpected appearance in the House. Jt was 
immediately rumoured, that he had been sent 
for post, bv the Admiralty, in defiance of 
their customary parsimony. When, how¬ 
ever, it is known, what was certainly iho 
case, ihtK Sir Sidney Smith, just before, 
vainly solicited the Boaid's p‘imisiion for 
passing a week in Loudon, tnat he might 
transact some pi i\ate business of great im¬ 
portance., Sir Edward 1’dlevv’s* being sen! 

foi will scarcely be believed.-To end tins 

digression, however, for the immediate pres¬ 
sure of Mr. Pitt’s motion, officers on half- 
pay, unless the novel opinions started with 
respect to them the other evening were fully 
established, might have been supposed un¬ 
exceptionable, and competent channels of 
professional information to the House. The 
liiLome paneg/iica o|kl#»'rd St. Vin.ent’s 
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unpopularity a veil of economy and ..reform ; 
.they also pretend, that an increase of in¬ 
fluence both in and out of Parliament, was 
too probablvin view. Sir Charles Pole, how¬ 
ever, who laboured so indetaligably in oppo¬ 
sition to Mi. Pitt’s motion, contrary to tho 
general soflse of his brother officers, is a very 
good sort of a man. Mr. Ford is a good 
sort of njan, ami an old selioJlVlow of Mr. 
Addington’s. Mr. Listen is a vAy good sort 
nf a man, and so is Mr. BomvriV who is a 
great frknd of Mr. Fox’s. SonieViv.il offi¬ 
cers, on hall-pay, fancy they knowlmore of 
najy matters than these gentlemen vVi, and 
■’ * ’ ’to Jtlie belief 

Addington's prrf'vi 
jFady euougi, to emeu: ,c 
tins is vl 1 )ift; : h.'h- 


cers, on nan-pay, i.inc 
nayy matters than ihcsi 
fim! some mibigottVd t 

St. Vincent's ami jkr. 

. 1 : ...• 


(Usinlerr'iecliicbs* 
their opinion, I if 
pay officers are km 
ing, abominably P' 


t 


i I y so. 
■id.' 


,vn to b 

ir ; . 1 ) '1 u -■ld.s l iii , *I, f ‘d 
and tashionabic p.A of seeii-iy r„>i. i it tie for 
jvdiat mav be said by Midi <;neer le d mg' 
v.jeadior-beaten old fellow*. Our naval ■ 
cers arc cert ami v discontented with the pm-., 
senr Fust lord; but they arc, ceitalnb „ 
neither pi ruin lor v tni conh neh.rs ; nobody ut 
men can excel tlicm m dniulcteiledness, and 
high tense of honour! lint, for the sake of 
inanment. call tliein mercenary, whtit ad- 


general conduct au<! chaiacter, that dosed 
the speeches of several members, particular¬ 
ly those of Messrs. Tierney and Sheridan, [ 
should have passed over in silence, for they 
were f perfectly iirelevant to the motion be¬ 
fore the House, (as was well observed in 
your excellent papers of the 'J t ti) had I not 
now seen with you, an evident intention on 
the ptyrt of those gentlemen, not only to ob¬ 
tain anTrr&Mnnity for his past faults, but se- 
■“;/ v ’w£efcifor future ones. Or rather, perhaps, 
tc. pprsuade the House he was impeccable ; 
for they undoubtedly imputed an unpopula¬ 
rity they could not deny, solely to the exer¬ 
cise of his virtues.-Struck with the vio¬ 

lence of this noble reformer, soiwe people 
out of doors have doubted the purty of his 
motives, questioning whether the principal 
objects'in establishing the Boartkof Naval 
Inquiry, were not the casting orer general 

% 


...ament, call them mercenary 
vantage is to lesiilt to them ffinn a conti¬ 
nual. c of ibe abuses in question? Assure, 
} {.urit-lf, Mr. Editor, that from i ecu reform- 
they mu-.t 1 C ietit. Rut, what further de-. 
gradation is in store for naval officers? Not 
content wuh holding them up through the 
medium of Ins retnineis, as men unreason¬ 
ably dissatisfied, Tindcserving of credit,, 
leagued with peculators, and traitors to their, 
country, the minister has thought proper, 
in Ins own person, to insult the feelings of 
all the supeiior offiev rs, by presenting to the 
atlention of Parliament, as his ablest and 
•most confidential adviser? on maritime af¬ 
fairs, Cfjit. Day and Lieu!. Tukeley ! —C.ipi. 
Hay i?!T‘ '•ommander on half-pay. Lieut. 'J. 
has, tor dJpie years past, had the command 

of ^ gun-boat! ! !-One is 11 *ally almost 

led to imagine from tiiis, and some other 
strange cireitrtist.iricei, that ihe pai.euve ot 
our naval officers is sy-.teuulh ally trim!. Jt 
is, pet haps, ns part of this dhcplffio, near 
.'*0,000 sea fencibles coEnmimded by naval , 
officers riot above thc-rmik of captain, in 
the event of invasion,’areput under the com¬ 
mand ot generals; whilst three-fourths <d 
the list of admirals remain on halt-pay ; and 
are, it is conjectured, destined to light in the 
ranks, or take nu'oar in a gun boat ? Is su< h 
ticatment of offc'rrs calculated to suppn.t 
vhciy/clitinny, and to enable them to resist 
tlu lMi '.d progfess a spirit of iti=uhordin<Uiou 
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it making in their service? Those against 
whom similar insults have been practised, 
would be degraded iti their own eyes, as well 
as those of others, if honourable indignation 
against the introducers of despotism .and 
anarchy, did not support them! Jy attempt¬ 
ing fairly to estimate Lord St. Vincent's ior- 
mer services. I must regret having to speak 
of some, wjrich I cannot approve,* and of 
others, wbels he appears to have been, in my 
opinion, yiminal. If the past alone were 
in question, I would stifle pait of my senti¬ 
ments, and join in the general plaudits j but 
now, paced at the head 4f one of tfie liisjh- 
wfaefSW jn the stAte, luft own imprudence, 

' or that of his friends, inViqps him to call on 
the country for future cteatit in consideration 
of past services ; it ought)not, therefore, to 
be deemed an insidious /.nderlaking in any 
to investigate the real ji quality of these 
achievements, and in attempting it as a duty 
to those, who cannot appreciate their merit 
themselves, I pledge myself “ to set down 
naught in malice.”——With his lordship's 
. first services in the navy, I am unacquainted; 
but, the professional knowledge he has 
shewn, since the capture of the Pegase, 

make me suppose they were creditable.- 

Beginning with this service performed when 
Capt. Jarvis, and for which he received the 
red ribbon. It must be remarked, that the 
Foudroyant, which he commanded, was su¬ 
perior in force and sailing to the Pegase; and 
that the latter had been very hastily built, 
and was just come out of port, (as was said) 
badly manned ; the channel fleet is believed 
to have been in sight wh^ii she was firsL 
chased; and the action, or rather running 
fight, took place in the dark; for the com¬ 
mander of the Pegase, did not dare to short¬ 
en sail, or even to yaw his ship, from appre¬ 
hension of the British fleet being near. . 

After the war, which commenced hi 1/93, 
his lordship remained some timeSinem- 
ployed, from a known reason. As Csrtiman- 
der in Chief* his first services we<e with his 
. firm friend and zealous supporter, Lctrd 
Grey; (who is one of the best officers, and 
roost worthy men the country ever pro¬ 
duced.) Some parts of Lord St. Vincent’s 
conduct, and their consequences, during.that 
command, have been so minutely described 
by you, as to render the dwelling upon 
them here needless. At the moment, I did 
- not think his lordship so culpable in the 
transaction you* alluded to, as he appeared 
to many others. There was a practise 
strongly imputed to hint, of unnecessary 
searching, which one of his presept col- 
lengu< s at the Admiralty can speak toronst 
pointedly.—-—The battle of the I4th Fe\ 


was eminently useful to thesjpuntry, and 
much of hs success has geneni$y been at¬ 
tributed to his lordship: yet it is incontest- 
tibly true,AjjNt this was not done by ail the 
flag officers who shared in the honours of 
the df j;--During his lordship’s subse¬ 

quent command in the Mediterranean, he 
strove to establish some new doctrines and 
principles in the navy, that at fiist 'sight 
alarmed many, whose apprehensions of 
their nature and tendency, the emit has 
but too seiiomlv justified. At the same 
period he is also known to have had serious 
and er traimlinary differences with the great¬ 
er part of the superior officers under his 
orders, some of which were little creditable 
to the Commander in Chief, and ill calcu¬ 
lated to support his claim to indemnity for 
plriit faults, and security for future. Re¬ 
specting the Toulon expedition in 1798, 
which led to such an expense of British 
blood and treasure; and, probably, con¬ 
tributed heavily to the production of im¬ 
measurable calamities; his lordship's con¬ 
duct always appeared to me extremely re¬ 
prehensible ; he has, perhaps, the means of 
accounting satisfactorily for it, but 1 know 
not that he has over done so: my own opi¬ 
nion, and i lie only lights afforded me, com¬ 
pel the remarks given above, and a concur¬ 
rence of sentiments with those correspon¬ 
dents of yours who spoke hugely on the 
subject in the Political Registers of the fyth 
July, JbOj, and the 3d of March, 1S03.— 

1. II. says, in your last number, “ nothing 
“ can be more unfair than looking back 
“ through a series of years to judge the 
" merits of a military transaction ; the in- 
“ formation a genet a! ran obtain, the or- 
“ ders lie’s under, the fence he commands ; 

“ in short, the crfr.ll *;tfanccs of the mo- 
“ meat which pressed upon him, are the 
“ only elements from which honour and 
“ justice will decide upon his conduct." 
•There cannot be a better general rule than 
I. H. has here given; but, I must contend, 
that the case which it produced, is a fair 
exception from ,it. Retrospective in¬ 
quiry has a look of asperity, and should 
not be lightly instituted, yet it maty be 
necessary. In the instance bdoreus, 
the officer whose merits are und^W-* 1 
animation, narrowly avoided an inquiry 
called for by the importance of the busi¬ 
ness, and some suspicions attached to it, 
when, recent. Had 4 he been contented 
with security, we might have been with 
silence;mut, no; he springs forward to the 
bar of the public, and bolder claims-future 
confidence^ a reward of past services. It 
is not then an .unbecoming, or lutrth met* 
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cure of justJfe, as the documents and evi* 
deuces ra/oisile for considering some of 
those pas* services are now existing, that 
decisions should be a little delayed, that time 
and opportunity for cool reflec’ffibfcshould be 
given on points, from which so sfcgog an 
inference is to be deduced; nor can it be 
fairly deemed a mark of pique or prejudice, 
that we refuse with headlong and revolu¬ 
tionary impetuosity to follow Capt Mark¬ 
ham in determining upon them by acclama¬ 
tion.-No stranger to the difficulties of- 

•fiqers have to encounter, and the prejudice 
which a faithful discharge of their*lr*lv too 
often excites against them, I should always 
wish the most liberal construction might be 
put on their actions," said all proposals of 
vexatious inquiry resisted; but this is no^j 
trivial and paltry question of military arm’", | 
as whether round or cocked hats should oe I 
the dress of our quarter decks; but one in 
which the existence and secuiity of the 
country are implicated ; difficulty and dan¬ 
ger threaten us from without, and m.iy we 
not examine whether our greatest bulwnik 
is in safe and sliong keeping ? Not a doubt 
of it can be entertained without palsying 
some mud's courage, and every arm may 

soon become of importance.-A man’s 

refusal to throw strong light on any' part of 
his conduct . subject to ditferent interpreta¬ 
tions, is no argument of conscious integrity. 

-- Mr. Fox thought highly of his friend, 

and therefore voted lor inquiry; similar rea¬ 
soning should have led Lord St. Vincent to 
call tor it. —It is true, he lias refused it him¬ 
self to officers who claimed it as their birth¬ 
right, they have been injured and dissatis¬ 
fied, but are not, 1 dure venture to believe, 
goaded into a wish that t/ie same measure 
he used should be him again; and 

that, in defiance St all that has formerly' 
been held sacred, then should be condemned • 
unheard. Lord Kilwarden’s last words, 
speaking of a wretch who had assisted iq 
murdering him, wire, “ let him have his 
fair trial;” so says, of Lord St. Vincent, 
your humble servant, * 

Ax Oi.n Seaman. 

March 24, 1604. 

\ - . - 

LONDON COMMON COUNCIL. 

Sir,—I am an old sea officer resident up¬ 
on the coast of Kent, much attached to 
ray profession, and devoted to the mainte¬ 
nance of its honour and its interim. What¬ 
ever has a tendency to affect citVr cannot 
be indifferent to me -—I have seen, there¬ 
fore, with Binarize, as well as regret, the <t 
very extraordinary resolutions df the coutt 
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of common council of the city of London on 
the 26th instant, in which they appear, with¬ 
out a spark of official information, to-have 
taken it upon themselves to stamp w ith their 
positive approbation the conduct of some of 
the*officers commanding his Majesty’s fleets 
and squadrons in the British and Mediterra¬ 
nean seas; while that of others has been 
marked, if not with their indirect censure, 
at lensf w-iili their neglect and disregard. 

--It is wide from my intention. Sir, to 

disparage the characters of the .^le and gal¬ 
lant oflicet s whose persevering exertions have 
called forth the unqualified approbation of 
tWe rontmon couijcil, or, in the mosd remote 
degree, to detract iiom merit so 
as theirs; but temnot consider it consistent 
in any corporate/body to enter into discus¬ 
sions or lesolutioijs of this nature, except on 
the authority of tie votes of Parliament, or 
on the communications made by his Majes¬ 
ty’s government, through 1 lie medium of the 
London Gazette, one 01 other of which I 
believe it has b-en hitherto customary to 
await: for, however meritorious the conduct 
of . fficers may appear, it is impossible that 
the propriety of suili conduct, through all 
its detail, can be judged of by the punbe, 
without .1 knowledge of the orders that have 
been given, and of the precision with which 
they have been obey'ed. And l mist to make 
it appear from the following observations, 

I how egregiously (though unintentionally I 
; hope and believe) the common council have 
! cried on this occasion ; as in fact, public 
bodies, as well as individuals, must ever do, 
when they pretend to proceed to decisions 
’ on subjects notj.vell understood, or respect- 
1 ing which they are either ill, or aliogether 
uninformed.— —The thanks of the common 
council have been voted “ to Admiral Corn- 
“ wallis, Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, 

, “ Rear-Admirals Collingwood, Calder, and 
" Gravfes; and to Captains Sir Edward Pel- 
" lew 'and John Sutton, commanding the 
" fleets .blockading the ports of Brest and 
" Ferrol. ’ To Vice Admiral Lord Nelson, 
"•commanding the fleet blockading the port 
“ of Toulon. To Rear Admiral Thorn- 
" brough and Captain Sir Sidney Smith, 

“ commanding the fleet blockading the 
" Texei and the ports of Holland. Aud to* 

" the captains, officers, seamen, and ma- 
" lines on board the respective fleets,”— 
meaning, without doubt, the ships compos¬ 
ing the fleets and squadron-* under the com¬ 
mand of Admiral Corn waffis, Vice Admiral 
Lord Nelson, and Rear-Admiral Thorn- 
hrough, as these are the only commanders 
who have been requested in communicate 
the' thanks to the officers, seamen, and ma- 
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fines, under their several commands.-- 

Now, Sir, what can possibly have led the 
common council, in these resolutions of 
1 hanks, to Omit the names of Rear-Admirals 
Jjickerton and Campbell,"the junior flag of¬ 
ficers of the Mediterranean fleet under Lord 
Nelson, while they have mentioned by name 
all those who are employed under Admiral 
Cornwallis home ? Or why are Captains 
Domett and Murray, the invaluable officers 
who are swing as first captains to these 
fleets, vviffi the temporary rank of rear-ad¬ 
miral, tcyally forgotten, while Captains Sir 
EdwartfTellevv and SuttoiAcommanding two 
^a f the Ch annel fleet shim are specially par¬ 
ticularized? Was it b&auss the common 
council were informed jffiat all Admiral 
Cornwallis'juniors hud given him entire sa¬ 
tisfaction, and thuL Lord^, Nelson's second 
and third in command hat not done so ? If 
they had no such information, why should 
so invidious a distinction have been made?. 
And on what principle is it that Captains Sir 
Edward lVl'.ew and Sutton are the only two 
of the commanders that have been employ¬ 
ed in blockading the enemy's ships at Jvrrol, 
who have been thought woithy of being 
iin ned ? Was it under the idea of then' cap 
tains being the lirst and second otiheis in 
the command ot a detached squadron : If 
Sa, Lord Nelson’s second, who is a Rear-Ad¬ 
miral, should adtamlv have been named, in 
preference to Sir Edward Follow, wliu is 
only a captain; nor should the second of¬ 
ficers of other squadrons, hereafter to b>’ al¬ 
luded to, have laden passed over with indufer- 

encc or neglect.-Agaifl—nothing but a 

■want of the necessary inffmoation wlueti 
should have guided the deliberations of the 
common council, on such an occasion, could 
-have led them to confine their resolutions of 
til,inks for the blockade of theTexel and the 
jjurU of Holland to Rear-Admiral fl’honi- 
lirough and Captain Sir Sidney Sm\h. 1 
have had a most valuable friend employed 
during the winter, on an imporijfft station 
o '* the Dutch coast , and 1 have access to 
know the names and the rank of most of tfie 
officers serving there. I therefore can in¬ 
form the common council, that Admiral 
JT/ 1 " a,trough's and Commodore Sir Sidney 
■smith's commands are perfectly distinct and 
unconnected with each .other; and that it even 
lies oat of the exact line of the foimcr’s duty 
to convey the votes of thanks to the latter, 
who is cut rusted-by the commander in chief 
with the diieclion of a separate squadron. 
Did the common council know this? If they 
<(id not, it is evident that they have been 
voting thanks on subjects which they did 
pot understand. If they were aware of 
pie lact, it sutcly is difficult to b.iicve it to 


If' 

POLITICAL REGISTER. V [492 x 

have been their intention to niWion in-their 
resolutions of thanks, the namesW the senior 
officers only of the squadrons that" have been 
exposed t o all the anxiety, hardship, and 
piivatiopfaFcendant upon a north sea win¬ 
ter's qpmpaign ; while not only the first but 
the second captain of a detachment of the 
Channel fleet have been distinguished with 
their particular notice. For what reason 
ran it have been that such meritorious of¬ 
ficers as Captain Hope, the second officer in 
Admiral Thornbrough’s fleet, and Captain 
laud Proby, Commodore Sir Sidney Smith’s' 
second/ -have been treated with neglect, 
particularly, when it is consideied that these 
officers have actually, duiing long intervals, 
had the chief command and direction of the 
tfvvo squadrons nv which they are employed ? 
l'er I feel confident in asserting, that not 
only the private, but the professional cha¬ 
racters of these officers are held in the high¬ 
est respect bv the rear-admiral and the com¬ 
modore. "Why has Captain Manky, of the 
Africainc, who lias, I believe, been entrusted 
with the blockade of the port ot Helcnet- 
sluys for nearly twelve months, and merito¬ 
riously supported i', experienced the com¬ 
mon council's disregard ? And vivh.it can 
have been the reason why the commanders 
of the squadron that shuts the enemy up in 
the harbour of Havre dc Grace should have 
been lust sight of in these votes of thanks? 

I have no doubt that they are oiiii er.s of high 
merit like the rest, although I am not, at 
this moment, absolutely certain of their 
names ; but it is fresh in our recollection 
that the squadron was lately commanded 
by the Honourable Captain Gower, u gallant 
officer, who lnd the •.misfortune, most pro¬ 
bably fiom his great anxiety to maintain 
his station dming thw^jiter gales, to run 
his ship (the Shannon) upon the rocks on 
the French coast during the night, and who, 
in that hopeless situation held out against 
1,1 ie enemy’s battciies till many of his peo¬ 
ple were killed and wounded, and till B the 
ship had received near a hundred large can¬ 
non shot in her hi *’-But above all what 

can have induced*he common council to 
neglect the eminent services of the squadron 
employed in blockading the portyof Bou¬ 
logne ? A more brave, zealous, and inabfa- < 
tigable officer does not exist than Captain 
Morris, of the Leopard, who has the chief 
command of it: and his second, Captain 
Owen, of llui Immortalitc, is an officer whose 
vigilance,.Activity, zeal, and intrepidity are 
almost superior to praise. This is the 
squadron to which is committed the jujxions 
and arduous task of watching, under all the 
variety ol’ winds, calms, fogs, anddarlcness 
ihf movements of the flotilla that threatens 
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to hoist the hffcolonred flag upon London's 
Tower, andrthat will soon have to contend 
with a force consisting of, at least, 2000 
vessels, carrying not fewer than five or six 
thousand guns and mortars oi* th* largest 
size, and beatiug an invading avrpy of 
200,000 men. This picture may appear to 
be exaggerated ; but a little time will pinve 
it to be just, however much it is at present 
the fashion to under-rate it, and hold it in 
contempt. Was it prudent, was it wise, 
was it just. Sir, on such an occasion, as that 
ou.which the common council met, toffiis- 
regard the services of these officers, \io 
have not quitted their posts dm :ng the whole 
winter, except whendiivcn in, to avoid the 
dangers of the shoals, by the s iolence of the 
winds ? And with what grace, Sir, will the/ 
common council tender votes of thanks^o 
these meritorious officers, when ific bril 
liancy of their services shall (un 1 tnisi ! licy 
will ere long do) extort that acknowledge¬ 
ment of their merits, which, in the late in¬ 
stance, has been so invidiously withheld ? 
-I forbear from any particular animad¬ 
version on the, neglect that has been shewn 
by the common council, in their resolutions, 
to Admiral Lord Keith, who I understand 
has the chief command of all the fleets and I 
squadrons employed upon the Dutch coast, ! 
and upon the French coast as far as Cher- 
burg, and whose distinguished services are 
held in the highest esteem ; because I think 
it fair to admit, that these voles «t thanks 
were intended to be confined to the officers 
and men who were actually employed at 
sea, which has not been the case will) his 
lordship, who, from the necessity attention j 
to so extensive a command, is obliged to re- | 
side on slwe at the central position of Mar¬ 
gate, where all his^.gWvrs are issued, and 
where all his dispafciies are received. Ob¬ 
servations of the same kind apply to that in - • 
estimable officer, Rear-Admiral Sir Junes 
Sanmerez, at Guernsey, who directs the 
blockading of the enemy’s ports in that vief- 
nity. I confess, however, that I was soriy 
to observe, that Lord Kciih'ifntmie \v.v in¬ 
troduced at the meeting at all, as the pro¬ 
posal of his friend, Sir William Curtis, ap¬ 
pears to .have been dismissed with but little 
mrofc of respect.-Under all these circum¬ 

stances and facts (and I am sure. Sir, that I 
am generally correct, although in a few par- 1 
ticulars respecting the commanding and 
second officers, I may not. be nertechy so) 
l am persuaded that the coniVm Council 
will see that they have taken t\ a subject 
on which they have not, by any mcSns, been 
sufficiently informed, and that they cannot, 
have failed, not only to disgust many of¬ 
fices of high merit, but even to lessetyhe 


value of their own votes of thanks, by the 
want of discrimination with which they 
have been heedlessly bestowed. Let it not 
for a moment l>e imagined, Sir, that any 
part of the object of these strictures lu.sbeen 
to Abrogate from the m-rits of Ihe.illustrous 
flag offices and ca.plaim whom the common 
council have distinguished, ly name, with 
their thijiiks'. I most cordially join in hum¬ 
bly offering my tribute of adimrntion and 
g-atitude for the services which they have 
heretofore performed, and which I confi¬ 
dently anticipate they will yet achieve : bnt 
J am firmly pcinVffiod. that they would not 
have les? apprccu.ed the resolutions of the., 
common council, f tliev had IiiTTi bbefSlly 
extended to the flag officers and captains 
above-mentioned, who have been occupied, 
during the winter, in the pet tonnance of 
duties similar to those in which they have 
been engaged ; particularly as moit of the 
officers of the Channel fleet, as well as Lord 
‘Nelson, are fully acquainted with the anxi¬ 
ety, the fatigue, and the danger that must 
be experienced, in maintaining a position 
during the winter months before any of the 
enemy’s ports in the North arid Narrow Seas. 

March f), 1S04. NAirmens. 

ANGLO-GALLIC CUKBITOKS, 

Sin,-After your excelleut animadver¬ 

sions on the subject of the french Creditors, 

I was surprised to see, in your last sheet, a 
letter signed Mercator, on a like subject. 
Self is, we know, a powerful agent j but, 
how Mercator could think of applying to 
you to support lfw cause, after the dressing 
you had given those in a similar predicament, 
is wondeiful! I well know your attachment 
to your country, a:ul ihe mauls way in which 
it has been shewn in situations from which 
Frenchified Mercators would have shrunk; 
therefore, hope you will not let him escape. 
One salience pai liculavly, I cannot help re¬ 
commending to your notice : he says, he and 
his brethren shewed their love and loyalty to 
Kngkmd, by flying from the tyranny of ilo- 
to*spicrre. Amazing ! They shewed their 
love of their country, w hich they had aban¬ 
doned for another, by flying to that country 
merely to «ave their renegadu necks from the 
guillotine !—Is a rage fur money-making the 
only sentiment now leti among us ? If not, 
how dare people obtrude on the public, cir¬ 
cumstances of their conduct which, with 
sentiments of patriotism and honour, they 
would wish buried in eternal night ? Let 
money-making be the fust sentiment of such 
hearts .is Metcalmsj but, let him not shame¬ 
lessly thrust upon our notice the unpatriotic 
manner m which he has acted upon that sen¬ 
timent. 
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■%i pottis, recte $ li non| quoctmqae modo rem. 

4 Nor is be satisfied with this exhibition; he 
claims the compassion pf his countrymen, 
whose society he had relinquished for that of 
Frenchmen, their bitterer enemies; r and 
seems to think himself entitled /o a reim¬ 
bursement for the losses ho dosen ediy sus¬ 
tained, by preferring such society to that of 
his relations and fellow-citizens. •■In truth 
and justice, 'the reimbursement he deserves 
from his country is *' money to buy a hal- 
" ter. ” The state of society must be very 
bad, when a man, not ashamed of such sen¬ 
timents, and consequently striving to can¬ 
cel thenuJakes eveiy opportunity of poking 
them in our face. I leave tylr. Mercator to 

your handling- Your sentiments 1 read I «**««* **»* J *»*w VWIMIIIII VI VUV.I 
with much pkasuie, becatise they are those p* entered our city by the citadel, 
not only of a man ot sense, but of an honest 
man. I mean not to flatter , nor will you, 

Mr. Cobbett, suppose I do, merely because 
I speak what I think ; hut, it is seldom, in. 
these days, that we meet with genuine effu¬ 
sions of manly and patriotic feeling, anadul- 
teraied by Machiavelism f unempoisoned by 
the absurd and baneful doctrines of equality; 
and unsophisticated by the affected and fri¬ 
volous politeness of modern refinement. 

Your mode of carrying on the war (except 
the congress part) I always approved. Iam 
sorry you have not continued your lucubra¬ 
tions on that subject, but hope to see some¬ 
thing more of it when you shall have leisuie, 
notwithstanding the incorrigible obstinacy 
of the present administration. Magna est 
veritas, et prevahlit. It ojigbt to be ielt by 
every fiiitish heart, that it is^the mode mpst 
won by of this brave and generous nation 
Had it been followed, we might now have 
had in France a gallant British army ot 
$ 0,000 men, supporting the unfortunate 
Pichegru, at the head of an army of 200 000 
determined French royalists. The tcon&e- 
quences may easily be guessed.—Adieu ! 

March 29 , 1804. A. B. 

* DUKE n’ENCHUIEN. , 

Extracted from the French Papeis. 

Sthasbuuoh, March 16 , 1804.—On the 
qvening of the J4th instant, Gen. de Caulin- 
court, Aide-de-Camp of the First Consul, 

Jately arrived here, caused the gate leading 
into Germany to be opened, and passed 
through it with Gen. Levat, of the fifth 
military division, -towards the right bank ot 
(be Rhine. A little before this a body of 
infantry, and a strong division of the regi¬ 
ment of cavalry lying in garrison at this 
city, besides a division of the national guard. 

Ltd been stationed on the banks of the 


Rhine. They crossed this fiver in the nighC 
and directed their march tmtaigh Rem \9 
Offenbourg, which was immediately per¬ 
ceived by our troops. Their commandant 
ordered to be pointed out to him the habits^ 
tions of the emigrants who resided there, 
whom they wished to seize. They weie 
immediately put under arrest. Some of this 
description were arrested also at Kehl. Xhi* 
expedition was conducted in the greatest or¬ 
der, and executed with the greatest pro¬ 
priety.——It is reported that Gen. de Cau- 
lincourt and Levat have themselves returned 
to/Gfti|nbourg. During the whole of "the 
rrforning of yesterday the passage of the 
Rhine was shut. Nobody was permitted to 
cross the river, e\ep with passports. About 
mid-day the column ot Offenbourg again 

ifter having 
committed to the commandant their prison¬ 
ers, the number of w horn amounted to aboujt 
fifteen. They aie provisionally detained. 
Among them are the Baron de Reich, and 

the Abbe d’Eymar.-On the same night 

another column of our troops, composed of 
inlantry, of cavalry, of artillery, and gens- 
d’armes, crossed also the Rhine at Rhenau, 
about six leagues distance from tjus upou 
the mad to Busack.— We are assured, that 
their object was to lecounoitre the city of 
Ettenbeim, and to arrest such conspirators 
as might be found there. Besides, by thq 
consent of the Court of Baden, a Counsellor 
of Baden arrived here the day before yester¬ 
day ; and during the two last days, seveiaJ 
couriers had been dispatched to Cailsruhe, 
and had returned Kehl u aheady evacuat¬ 
ed by our troops, and the communication 
has been again established since yesterday. 

-Yesterday tiwrnTng were arrested here 

aoout ten persons, who are said to be impli¬ 
cated in the conspiracJ*-*»Among them are 
the ci-devant Count of Toulouse Lautree, 

‘ Madame de Klengling, sister-in-law of thq 
Gen. ot that name, the Cute of Ernbhcim, 
and others, mostly emigrants who had re¬ 
turned. There was also arrested here about 
mid-day, Geneial Desnoyes, who bad pre¬ 
sided three years ago in the Council of War, 
which acquitted the accomplices of Piche¬ 
gru.——Madame Lajolnis, the brother of 
the Ex-Gen. Lajoiais, Demonges < 'and — hi# 
wife, have been conducted to Paris under 

the escoit of the gendarmerie.-The most 

conspicuous person arrested on this occasion 
is the Duke d’Enghuien, sop of the Duke of 
Bourbon, ajfd gtand son of the Prince 01 
Conde. / 

PARiSj^Vlarch 24.— The following is the 
Official Report of the Trial %nf the Duke 
* d'Enghuien, at Vincennes. 

Special Military Commission, constituted 
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in (he firstM'ditvy Division, in virtue of a *oner.—— After the reading of these paper* •* 

Decree of th^^vernment, dated the 29 th wa^ finished, the accused eras introduced 
Ventre ( 2 Qdlfof March) in the year twelve by the guard, free and unfettered, before the 
of the Republic, one and indivisible. Commission.——He Was interrogated a* to 

Judgment. —In the name of the French his name, surname, age, place of birth, and 
Republic, this 30th Vent&se (March 2 !) in abode.*—In his answer, he stated, that his 

the twelfth year of th# Republic —The. name was LAtis Antoine Henry de Bourbon, 
Military and Special Commission formed in Duke d'Engfluien, aged 32years, that Ire was 

the first military division, in virtue of ade- born at Chantilly, near Paris, and that he 

cree of Government, dated the 29 th had left France in the year 1739 .—After 
Ventfise (March 20), composed, agreeably the President !nd finished his interrogatories 

to the law of the 19 th Fructidor, (Sept. 6 ), respecting^ all the points contained in the 

iu .the year five, of seven members, jam* accusation* and after the accused had urged 
sisting of Citizens Hulen, Gen. of Brigade all that he could allege in his defence, the 
Guitou, Col. Com., Bazancourt, Col. Com., Menfbers were next asked if they had any 

Ravier, Col. Com., Barrois, Col. Cora , observations to offer on the subject* They* 

Rabbe, Col. Com,, D’A^itancourt, Capt. all replied in theaegative, and the accused 
Major, Molin, Cap:. —The whole of these yws ordered to be tjiken out of Court, and 

were named by Murat, the Gen. in Chief, conducted back to the prison. The officer 

•'Gov. of Paris, and Com. of the First Mil. * conducting the prosecution, and the tegis* 
Division.—The said President, Members ter, as well as the auditors, were then order- 

reporting, Capt, and Register, neither being cd to withdraw by the President.-The 

relations uor persons connected within the Cdurt deliberated for some lime, with closed 
degrees of affinity prohibited by the law, doors, on the respective charges as already 

met according to appointment.-By the stated. The question was put by the Presi- 

ordersof die Geo. in Chief, Gov. 01 Paris, dent on each of the charges separately, 
the Commission was opened at the Ca-itle of Each of the members in succession delivered 
Vincennes* in the house of the commander bis opinion.' The President was the last iu 
of the place, for the purpose of proceeding delivering his judgment. The result vas, 
in the trial of Louis Antoine Henry de Bour- that the Court unanimously found the pri- 
bon, Duke d’Eugluiien, born at Chantilly the soner guilty of all the six charges. The 
2d day of August, 1772 ; of light hair and next question put was to the punishment to 
eye-brows, black eyes, small mouth, aque- be inflicted. The question was here again 
line nose, and of a handsome figure.— put in the same way as befoie, and the fol- 
The accusations against him included six lowing was the sentimeuts of condemnation: 
charges; which six charges were as follows: —The Special Military Commission con-. 

—He was accused, Fxusx : of having car- demns unanimously to death Louis a ntoine 
ried arm* against the French Republic. Henry de Bourbon, Duke d'Enghuien, on 
Second: of having offered his services to the ground of his being guilty of acting a$ 
the English Gov., the enemy of the French a spy, of correspondence with the enemies 
people. Third : of reccing and having, i of the Republic, and of conspiracy against 
.with accredited ageflHftif that Gov, pro- I the external and internal security of the Re* 

cured means of obt lining intelligence in public.-This sentence is ptonounced in 

Fiance, and conspiring against the internal conformity to the second article, title 4, o£ 
aud externa] security of the state. Fourth : the military code of offences and punish* 
that he was at the head of a body of French * ments passed on the llth of Jauuary, in lb* 
and other emigrants, paid by England, form- year 5 , and the second section of the first 
ed on the frontiers of France, iu the districts titl 9 of the ordinary penal code, established 
of Fribourg and Baden. Fifth : of having on the 6th of October, 1791, described ia 
attempted to foment intrigues at Strasburgh, the following terms;—Art. II. (11th Jam 
with a view of producing a rising in the year 5 ). Every indvidual, whatever be hif 
1 adjacent departments, for the purpose of state, quality, or profession, convicted of 
operating a diversion favourable to England, acting as a spy for the enemy, shall be sea** 
Sixth : that he was one of those concerned fenced to the punishment of death.— 
ia the conspiracy planned by thu English for Art. I. Every one engaged in a plot or con- 
the assasination of ihe First CWnsul, and gpiracy against the Republic,,shall, on con- 
intending, in case of the success ofViat fflot, viction, be punished with death.-*——Art. IL 
to return to France. —The Commission (6th October, 1791). Every one connected 
being opened, the President ordcrecNhe of- with a plot or conspiracy tending to disturb 
ficer appointed sto conduct the accusation, (he tranquallity of the state, by civil war, bf 
to read a!( the papers which went either to arming one class of citizens against the 
t^e crimination qf the acquittal of the pr^> other, or against the exercise of leginptft 
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authority, shall be punished with death.—— 
Order* were given to. the officer who con¬ 
ducted the accusation, to read the above 
sentence to the prisoner, in presence of the 

guard drawn up under arms.-It was at 

the tame time ordered, that a cop/ of the 
sentence should, as soon as /as consistent 
with the forms of law, be transmitted, sign¬ 
ed 'by the President and the Accuser, to the 
Minister at War, to the Grand Judge, Mi¬ 
nisters of.Justice, and the Gen. in Chief, 

Gov. of Paris.-Signed and sealed the 

tame day, month, and year, aforesaid, 

Guitou, Baaancourt,- Ravier, Barrois, 
Babbe, d'Autancourt, Captain Ke- 
• • • . -porter; 'Molin, Captain Register; 

and Hulen, President.— Monitcur. 
----V. 

FOREIGN OFFICAL PAPER. 

Copy of a Letter from the French Charge 
k" Affaires and Commissary General of Com¬ 
mercial Relations at Algiers to Citizen 
Ducof, Minister of Marine. Dated Al¬ 
giers, January 25, 1804. 

- Citizek Minister, —The English ap- 
.peared before Algiers on the 15th, with nine 
■ail of the line, two of them three-deckers, 
and one frigate and a brig. Admiral Nel¬ 
son,, who commanded the fleet, demanded, 
imperatively, in the name of his King, that 
the English Charg6 d'Affaires, sent away 
from Algiers some months ago, should lie 
honourably reinstated in his functions; he 
required besides, the restitution of five Nea¬ 
politan and Maltese ships taken whii his 
passports, the release of seventy-nine un¬ 
fortunate persons who*composed the crews 
of those ships, and the severest orders to 
the Corsairs to respect all ships, of what¬ 
ever nation they might be, which had Bri¬ 
tish passports. The Dey refused every 
thing, and replied with much firmness to 
the English- After several days spent it, 

. -very violent explanations, Admiral Nelson 
ignominously retired. The Regency con- 
- itinued their preparations of defence with 
the gnkatest activity, and it may be depend¬ 
ed upon that the Algerines will suffer a 
bombardment, rather than yield to one of 

the demands made by England.-All the 

•gents of the different nations have retired 

Jtb their country houses.-1 salute you 

, with respect, Dubois ThainvilleI 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

. • Dusts D’Enghuien. —The arrest and 
i fttbsequent trial of this gallant and amiable 
Prince, of which a full account is given in 
^a proceeding page of the present sheet, has 
very, naturally excited universal regreU 
. SEheje are, however, some, persons, some ot 
elect qmongst the -“.safe politicians’* 
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who affect' to- hope, thar^aome good may 
come out of*5t j that the olMfage commit¬ 
ted in this instance against, the laws of 
neutrality, wifl, at last, rouse the powers 1 of 
the Continent fiom that state of lethargy 
and debasement, into which they have 
fallen. In other words, these “ great 
” bopers,” as Mr. Windham called them 
upon a former occasion, are bvnomeans 
inconsolable, at the prospect-nf Rme Duke 
d’Enghuien's death, provided that it pro¬ 
duces such a disposition in the powers of 
re as shall lead to a war with France, 
pn ttie part of those powers, anti as^shaH, 
thereby, create a diversion in favour of 
England. In short no small portion of the 
“ hopets” would rejoice at the Duke’s 
death, if it would but give security to them¬ 
selves for only another month or two.-- 

It is, too, with no very good grace, that'"’ 
the makers of the peace of Amiens and 
their partisans reproach the powers of the 
Continent with lethargy and baseness; nor 
are they aware, perhaps, that the powers 
of the Continent do most freely and amply 
retort the charge. It is veiy easy for us to 
cry out against the baseness of the Prince of 
Baden; but, it will not be so eajy for us to 
defend ourselves against a similar accusa¬ 
tion. The poor Prince of Baden has not 
the power to resist. Every one knows, 
that, if France chooses to take away his 
dominions, she can do it, unless he be pro¬ 
tected by greater states; and, as to the 
apathy of those greater states, what right, 
what shadow of reason, is there for ns to 
complain, when we have made a peace 
upon the acknowledged principle of “ keep- 
" ing ourselves to» ourselves ;” or, accord¬ 
ing to the sentiment of Mr. Wilberforca 
that ** we are fl faJiynest to have any con- 
“ nexions with'the powers of the Conti-* 
“-nent!” While we, who have declared 
war against France; we, who have a po-' 
pulation of fifteen millions; we, who have 
our boasted " wooden walls” am\ our- 
“ salt-water girdle;” while we are sur¬ 
rounding ‘London with entrenchments; 
while we make" our renown to consist in 
preserving ourselves , from slavery; while 
we aim at nothing further than the “ glory" 
of keeping our necks out of the Gallic-yoke: 
while we think and act thus, bow insolent 
is it in us to affect to lament the failed state 
of the Prince of Baden ! and how justly 
might thaj/prince remind us, that we should 
do well /o keep our lamentations for the 
Electo&jfe of Hanover, No: yvhile the 
princtSof the Continent behold the example 
of Hanover; while they see us with sol¬ 
diers whose service is confined to these 
inland, and with- paper-money of which a 
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■dollar will buy, *fiv« shillings’.worth, the 
“ hopers" rqayhope, but the Continent will 
"leave us fb -fight out the battle single* 
banded. 

• Russia. -It is, however, reported, 

and, by some persons, believed, that the 
court of St. Petersbnrgh is become hostile 
to France. Those who entertain this opi¬ 
nion, point out the immense force now on 

\ foot ou the/Gtermauic coniines of the Rus¬ 
sian empire.'; they lely much upon the 
change in the ministry ; they refer also to 
the vast augmentation, which is 
take place in the French army, and to the^ 
recent depression in the French funds, 
which remained totally, unaffected by the 
war with England, but which have, within 
the last fifteen days, experienced a depres¬ 
sion of five per centum. There is some* 
weight in these reasons ; but another con¬ 
tinental war, stirred up by this country, i.i.d 
under the present monsters, is a tiling so 
improbable, that nounng short of an actual 
commencement of hostilities ought to in¬ 
duce us to give ear to it. 

War in India.- In the meantime, 

though wo can effect nothing in Europe ; 
though evflh conspiracies in our favour fail 
there ; though we are penned up in our 
island; though we are lining o.ir coast, 
barring up the mouths of our rivers, and 
surrounding our capital with fortified 
camps ; though we are tremblingly strain¬ 
ing our eyesight to watch the movements 
of our enemy, though signals and beacons 
are prepared to give ns warning of his ap¬ 
proach, and to indicate the moment when 
the people are to begin to flee with their 
cattle, and to leave thair ricks, granaries, 
and barns, burning behind them ; though 
thus situated, thus JujpMfed and debased, 
■'in Britain, we are, it seems, carrying on a 
most successful and glorious war in India ; 
where the timid, tawney-skinnccl natives 
appear to serve as an object whereon to rc- t 
pay tjie insults we so patiently endure from 
the French, and whete our conduct seems 
to furnish the grounds of but foo plausible 
a justification of the encroachments and 
tyranny of France. The man whose first 
wish is, to see preserved the throne of this 
kingdom and the liberties of the people.: 
such a man, if he takes time to reflect, will 
not be very eager to rejoice at the result of 
any war in India, which shalkproduce an 
extension of territory ; for, Oppose that 
Buch extension does not ultimate^ tend to 
the total destruction of the British power, 
its ellect is very little less injntoous in 

• another way. The East-India Company is 
already too powerful: the lawful monat chy 
t>f England cannot long support itself against 


the increasing Influence of this association 
of-sovereigns: the House of Brunswick is 
fast becoming nothing in comparison with 
the House of Baring St Co., of Goldsmid 
& Co., and fifty other Houses of the same 
description, .which are hourly rising upon 
the ruins of me Aristocracy, the Church, ami 
etery thing’that was once esteemed noble 
and venerable in the land. A reflecting. 
man, therefore, will see, in the success of 
these India wars, the source of new plun¬ 
der, and a consequent increase of those up¬ 
starts, who, aided by the operation of the 
funding system, thrust the gentry of the 
country from their paternal domains, and 
introduce into the villages of England thft 
haughtiness and iiftolence exercised over the 
t€oty slaves of Hindustan. 

London common council ——The 
proceedings of this body, with respect to 
ilu- auinirj.ls and otiiers of the navy, have 
been ably commented on by a correspon¬ 
dent, in a preceding page, to which the 
reader will please to refer. But, this cor¬ 
respondent seems to have viewed the sub¬ 
ject in somewhat a wrong light. He does, 
indeed, very justly and properly observe, 
that no corporate body ought to enter into 
discussions as to the merits of officers or 
others of the army or navy, and especially 
for the purpose of passing resolutions touch¬ 
ing those merits, except in cases where 
the Parliament has taken the lead; or, at 
least, where communications proclaiming 
such merits have been made through the 
London Gazette. These observations are 
very proper, but th% complaint made in be¬ 
half of the officers, upon whom the Com¬ 
mon Council have bestowed no commen¬ 
dation, appears to be of a tendency inju¬ 
rious to the character of those officers ; and, 
indeed, to that of the naval officers in ge¬ 
neral, amongst whom, it would, from tbia 
complaint, seem that there existed a rival- 
ship for the applause of the pastry-cooka 
and stock-jobbers and hair-dressers of the 
city of London. If the speechifying and 
the? resolutions, with which these persons 
choose to amuse themselves and the public, 
are at all worthy of attention, it as an ob¬ 
ject of censure, on account of their presump¬ 
tion ; for, if the nobility, gentry, clergy, and 
yeomanry of any county had assembled* 
and had, without any example set by the 
Parliament, passed resolutions, similar to 
those which have been passed and publish¬ 
ed by the London Comtuon-cduncil, would 
not such county-meeting have been cen¬ 
sured as extremely presumptuous ?, And 
»upon what ground does the corporation .of 
London and its shopkeepers claim greater 
privileges thaq .the people of a epuntyj 
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'Wrtt other ground thin that of their expedition ; achy ddfiestion "at^lhist-f 
"own assurance co-operating with the mean thelr statnes erected in pastry or sweet? 
mercenaryspirit oft he government ? These meats for the dinner of the next " Right 
*a»ere the causes out of which the “ Patri- ‘‘Honourable’’ Lord' Mayor. This Sneak- 
*‘«ic Fund,” at Lloyd'i Coffee-house ing system of defence is precisely wtpif qnfe 
“Stem®; that fund, which war. artfully in- would expect the Cockneys to be delighted 
, tended to be a reservoir of all^ the guineas with, ami, for that reason, if for no other, 
“which the nobility, gentry, and clergy would it is what every body else must reprobate, 
•part from their absolute necessities; that All the worst enterprizes of the last war; 
¥und> which, if its growth bad not been “ a.' th’ trewiy Breetush objects ” of Mr. 
■put a stop to, would have rendered its Durdas were calculated solely’; to please at 
’gnardiam the great and only source of pe- Lloyd's Coffee House, and upon ’Change, 
'coni ary rewards to both army and navy; ^Pue^voice of the rest of the nation, the flic- 
‘that fund, to the distributors of which we States of honour and of a love of glory were 
)»ve seen a n ival officer making an official despised: the consequences were what we 
report of the behaviour^and deserts of his have seen ; but the present ministers are 
toen ; that fund, that insidious fund, which, not men to profit from the lesson, 
in an hour of trial between the monarchy Volunteer Bill.— -—The volunteer 

snd the money, might have sapped the consolidation bill is now undergoing adis- 

S iwerof the former ; that fund, of which, cussion in the House of Lords, whence, it 

ank God ! we hear no more.-.-To re- is to be hoped, rt may return with less im- 

tnm, for a moment, to the resolutions of the perfections than it now contains; or at 
Common-council, it is but just to allow, least, with less mischief in its provisions; 
that the spirit, or, rather the want of spirit, for, unless the clause respecting the appren- 
by which they were dictated, is but too pre- dees be done away, or greatly altered, the 
valent amongst all classes of the commu- whole country will be disgusted; and, in- 
Vlity. To thank men for not having been deed, plunged into confusion. This clause 
vtaten was reserved for the days of the Ad- opens a door to endless disputes between 
dingions and Hawkvsburies. The feeling masters and apprentices: servants a man 
Which gives rise to thanks of this sort,- is may get'rid V>f, though not without much 
that of fear, fear of the lowest kind : as if trouble and injury ; but bis apprentices he 
We were to siy to the fleet: “ thank you ! cannot ; he his compelled to keep them, 

” <»od bless you! for preventing those while this clause will, in effect, render them 
, *' Frenchmen from coming at us.” And his masters. In short, a measure better cal- 
yet, we are, at the very same moment, I culated for disorganizing families, for root- 
boasting nf our immense army of volun- ing out of the minds of the youth all notions 
bsers, the generalissimo of whom is pub- of subordination, never was invented by 
. Itdy expressing his desirtfto meet Buona- any of the democrats of the French revolu- 
parte upon our own shores ! Such are the lion ; and this measuie the nation will owe 
inconsistencies, into which people fall, to the wisdom of Mr. Pitt. —— —In the year 
when they seek to disguise their real senti- 1740, Sir Williflfe JJ^nge began a speech 
inents-—The admiration of the London in Parliament with these words: “ One of 
Common-council men appears to be con# “ the greatest perfections the laws of any 
■jftned to the blockading system, and their “ country can be attended with,, is, to be so 
Resolutions were, probably, intended as an " plain, precise, and express in all their 
Unanswerable argument against those, by clauses, as not to admit of any doubt, un« 
whom that system has been disapproved " certainty, or double-meaning.” What 
but, tbe winds and the rocks are daily would that gentleman have said, had be lived 
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finishing a reply to these resolutions: three to see the laws of Mr. Yorke and the Doc- 
ihips of the line and four frigates this system tor ? The Parliament has now been at work 
,h*» already cost us; and, at theendofonfe for more than nine months dismissing and 
yew of this inglorious sort of warfare, we making laws about rasing men to defend 
•ball have lost vessels sufficient to make up the country, and to this very hour, nobody 
Bo contemptible squadron, besides the in- knows what he has to do, or what he is to 
credible wear ^nd tear of all the other look for, aufhe consequence of .those laws, 
•hips employed ip so trying a service; and Maljly haf reckoned an unsteadiness in 
«»t, teo, while the enemy is constantly en- the conduct of rulers, and an obsurity 
in repairing his ships, and in building and uartrtainty in their laws, as of* 

Jjtow ones.-But, if a common blockade of th^strong symptoms of the decline 

fiirrits such eukigia, what may not be ex-*, and approaching fall of governments: let nil 
peetoi by those who have invented, and hope, that the rule is not without an excep* 


thcnewfaoshaU execute, the famous stone 


titfn; for conduct so unsteady, and laws 
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obaauteand v&petmb, it those which we 
havetbe rttiseryto witness, were never before 
Exhibited to the watid.—Th6 public will re¬ 
collect, that, towards the close of the discus¬ 
sion of this bill, in the House of Commons, 
General -Tarleton spoke of the dissentions in 
Somersetshire. Those dissent ions have given 
. rise to'a pamphlet, containing all the corres- 
• pondence upon the subject j tr.un which 
publication iy^Clearly appears, that Mr, 
Champneys.^he commandant, who had dis¬ 
played a zeal in the service, worthy o f th e 
ancient and honourable family from 
he is descended, has been most unworthily a| 
treated by the government. General Tarle- 
ton’s statement is confirmed in every par¬ 
ticular, and the meanness of the ministers is 
iti this case more conspicuous, if possible, than 

ip any other.-In the report of the debate, 

which took place in the House of Lords on 
the 27 th of March, the Bishop of Landaff, i» 
stated to have styled the army “ hired slaves." 

It is hardly credible, that his lordship 
should have made use of such an expression ; 
but, as the newspaper editors have so reported 
his speech, and as the report has not been con¬ 
tradicted, it is proposed to submit, in a future 
sheet, a fewfleonsiderations to his lordship on 
the subject; for it is quite necessary, that 
the army should know, that we do not all 
regard them as “ hired slaves; ” as “ the re- 
*' fuse of society, the very off-scourings of the 
“ rabble." It is by no means meant to as¬ 
sert here, that his lordship did make use of 
these expressions j hat, we certainly find 
them in a report of his speech, as given m 
The Morning Chronicle of the 28th of 
March; and, he must certainly rejoice at 
having an opportunity to disavow them, see¬ 
ing that every one of his Sovereign’s sons 
bear a rank in the angjj, **His lordship has 
obliged the world with a speech, which lie 
intended to deliver in-the House of Lords : 
that speech, too, will now merit some atten¬ 
tion, particularly as his lordship has con¬ 
ceived, a project for “ paying off" the im 
tional debt j" a thing so very desigeablc, that 
one cannot refrain from listening to any pro¬ 
position for effecting it. 

' Inna Treasury.- ——In consequence of 
tfife rootiohsynade by Lord Archibald Hamil¬ 
ton, On account has been laid before the 
House of Commons, showing the amount of 
payments made by the Government of Irc- 
idud, dt par, to persons in and fifetn Ireland, 
ri'ace the union. From this account it ap¬ 
pears, that the total amount of snch payments 
above parwas, in 1801 -.£’241 15 
% in 1801-2 - 253 4 

5 . 1802-3 - 618 16 2 


.£ 1,113 15 10 * 


That is to say, that, in the course Arte© 
years, the public have paid jfl.ua ipi 
more than they would have paid, if these 
payments bad been made, upon the same 
footing's the other payments from the Irish• 
Treasury j awl, why they were not so made 
there appearslo be no reason whatever The * 
amount of tire sum is not of so much impor¬ 
tance as th eftrinripie upon which it has been > 
withdrawn from the public treasury. There 
is nothing so obviously impolitic, as well as 
unjust, as to shelter the oiiicers of ‘govern¬ 
ment from the effects of any cause, which 
opera^ps against every other human being in 
the community : nothing can be so ^odious, 
nothing so dangerous, nothing that can fur-* 
nish so plausible d ground for discontent 
wflh the governmentultogettoer. One-tourth 
part of the whole sum thus paid to Irish civil 
officers residing in England, appears to have 
fallen to the share of Mr. Corry himself j 
and, as it was well asked by a correspondent, 
does Mr. Corry think, that a similar indul¬ 
gence to English-half pay officers, who have 
had the misfortune to be reduced in Ireland, 
would be unacceptable ? Does he think, that 
it is not full as uecessary to those persons as 
to himself? But, as this subject wiil, in all ■ 
probability undergo a discussion in Parlia¬ 
ment, the reader will, doubtless, gladly dis-, 
pense with any further observations on it 
here: it is, howe\er, impossible to refrain 
from expressing a hope that an inquiry will 
be made as to the legality of the authority by 
which these payments have been made. 

Irish Currsncy.- In the mean time, 

the people of lrdanff begin to grow impa¬ 
tient under the consequences of that abun¬ 
dance of paper money, with which the wise 
measure of Bank restriction has supplied 
them. A depreciated paper is sure to pro¬ 
duce a disappearance or a degradation of 
fhe metallic money. In time, all the gold 
and silver, and even the copper would fly 
|. from the company of disgraced paper ; But, 
for the purposes of change, some small pieces 
are pressed into the service ; and these be¬ 
come debased, first, either by clipping or 
sweating, next by adulteration, and, finally, 
by mere plating and washing. To this last 
stage the silver coin of Ireland has, we are 
told by several members of Parliament, made 
very rapid advances; and, by accounts jrora. 
Dublin of the 31st ultimo, it ufp&hti, .that, 
the bakers and other persons dealing in tha 
necessaries of life, having refused to taka 
the base metal of circulation, iery sCriout 
troubles were, for a while, at least, likely 
to ensue. The accounts, which have ap¬ 
peared in the newspapers are in substance 
as follows: that great distresses had re¬ 
sulted from the -stoppage in the circulation* 
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’of thehase sUvet)* not only itDublin, but isall 
the circumjacent places j that, at Drogheda, 
on'tbe 24th of March, being market day, 
there was, by noontide, a- pcrte'ci stagna¬ 
tion of business, and the poor people*, who 
had come to market and sold their coAmodi- 
tjps, were obliged to go home without their 
bread and potatoes w hich they \jnlended to 
' purchase for their children ; tha^ at Dublin, 
at an early hour on the ;>lst of March, 
the bakers' shops were all shut, and not a 
loaf of bread was to be seen, the bakers 
having refused to bake, as the flour factors 
would not take the silver for which the 
former sold their bread; that previous to 
this, to wit, on the 28th of March, at a meet¬ 
ing of the Mayor and Akleiman, the follow¬ 
ing letter was communicated from Sir EvsS 
.Nepean: “Dublin Castle, 2Sth Match, 
“ 1804.—-My lord, tb e fullest consideration 
“ has been given to your lordship's repre- 
sent^ion of the inconvenience occasioned 
“ to the inhabitants of the city of Dublin, 
" by the badness of the silver coin, and the 
** difficulty attending the purchase of all 
“ articles of small value. Your lovdslnp 
may be assured that it is the anxious wish 
“ of government to afford every possible de- 
** gree of accommodation to the inhabitants 
“ that the circumstances will admit of, and 
“ with that view measures will he taken for 
" procuring (loliars and other coin to supply 
“ the circulation ; but, from a variety of 
** considerations, it must be obvious to your 
,** lordship, that any measure of that nature 
*' cauuot be carried into execution for a 
** considerable time to come. In the mean 
while if appears expedient, that the impos- 
* f sibility of procuring an immediate supply, 
“ and the necessity for some circulating inc- 
“ didm, until such supply can be procured, 
,r should be generally understood; asan opi- 
“ niop, that the silver medium now in circu-t 
* r lation would be immediately cried down, 
u has probably in a great measure occasioned 
tiie refusal to receive iu payment this 
" coin.g, Jt must be-obvious that greater 
,f loss must be sullered by dealers of all vle- 
** scriptions, from the stagnation which 
“ wquld be occasioned by stopping at once 
" the currency of this coin, without any 
" other medium to supply its place, than 
" could be suffered by a continuance of the 
* r practice.which has so long prevailed, aud 
w that the Detouring people and the poor 
** may suffer severely .—1 have the honour to 
" be. Sic. £cc.'Evan Nepean." — On the 
3 ist the Mayor distributed, by beat of drum. 
Is short notification from Sir Evan Nepean, 
iti these words : “ There is no intention, at, 
** present, of ordering the discontinuance of 
** thd receipt of the'best pf the silver coin. 


“ now in circulation,, afth® pfibiic 
This notification was backed by a recom¬ 
mendation of - the Mayor and AMermeri, 
“ to their fellow citizens to lake in payment 
“ the best of the silver coin, now in circa-* 
lation, as usual.” The accounts conclude 
with siating, that the Mayor “ proceeded 
“ to the houses of several bakers, and seized 
“ a !mge quantity of concealed bread, which 
“ he dish tinted to the poordLa rSir Evan Ne¬ 
pean’s letter, though it has a\ood spice of 
the Doctor s ambiguity in it, dobs positively 
sjjjStS£.e thing, and that is, that “ measures 
p wtll be taken for procuring dollars and 
“ other coin to supply the circulation; ” and 
this promise was, we are told, made to the 
people of Dublin, after “ the fullest conside- 
“ ration,” on the part of the government. 
Now, I take upon me to assert, either that 
the ministiy in Ireland meant lo deceive tlid" 
people, or that they themselves arcthc most 
deceived of mankind : the latter is the pro¬ 
bable conjecture. As easy would it be to 
make the Thames run back into Oxford¬ 
shire, as to introduce dollars and other pure 
coin, and make them circulate in company 
with the degraded paper of Inland. Sir 
Evan does, indeed, ask for l/n/i'twhcrein to 
perform this miracle, but, alas’! .it would 
require a much longer time than he has to 
live.—-—I am not a person of great curiosi¬ 
ty : I never go to see giants or panoramas 
or phantasmagorias or any such sights j but, 

I must confess, that 1 should like to have 
seen the council at the,castle assembled on 
(his occasion : I should like to have heard 
ti e opinions of Lord Hardwicke and Sit 
Evan and Mr. Marsden and Lord Redesdale, 
upon this intricate qpd embarrassing subject! 

1 iiope that no mischief may happen; that the 
storm may blow^arer, till khere are men and 
measures fit to meet but, let it never be 
forgotten, that the monarchy of France was 
destroyed by a depreciated money, and that 
.the horrid and gigantic monster of revolu¬ 
tion, which has swept over the better half 
of Europe, started from the door of a biker's • 
shop. '' 

British Finance.— Under this head, it 
was my intention to have made some re¬ 
marks on a return which has been laid before* 
parliament relative to the incothe tax and 
the war taxes in general, as also on a return , 
which has been made to an order of the, 
House of thy 29 th of February, respecting 
the perma/ent taxes, and which 'return is 
glatfttgly /mperfect, it being by no means 
confurrnple to the order. Bat these topics', • 
as weljnis that of the Birmingham dou.ars f 
must give way, for the presfcnt, to the ob¬ 
servations, which the official accounts now, 
enable me to oiler on the subject of the Con- 
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•olidated. OTder to lave nincb,. 

rgom arid time,’ as well ** to avoid useless 
repetition', J beg leave to'refer the reader to 
an article upon this subject, i-i p. 444 of 
the present volume. He will , there find a 
succinct history of the dispute between the 
Doctor and me, as to the amount of the 
surplus of the Consolidated Fund for the 
year 18C3, and will also find a reference to 
other pa pert ajpnected with the subject. 1 
disapproved,/not in private like ( Mr: I’itt, 
but openl$«4nd in print, of the Doctors 
statement of the I Oth of December, 
when he counted upon a surpluY 7^ 
y.eoc.oool. and actually included it in Ins 
ways and means, at 6,500, OOOl.: this by way 
of “ superabundant prechutj,on." I contend¬ 
ed, so early as the month of January, 1S03, 
that this surplus would not amount to more 
ihan 4,1)74,0.541. or thereabouts. “ Here," 1 
said i, “we are at issue : time only can 
“ decide between us." Time has now de¬ 
cided : the accounts are before the parlia 
ment: and, according to these accounts, the 
surplus is 5,102,4281. which sum, if we 
deduct 100 , 000 '. for the regular annual de¬ 
preciation of money, and that is quite litth 
enough, exceeds my calculation only by 
t*7>774l, while, of the Doctor’s estimate, 
throwing aside the hundreds and parts, it 
falls short 2,738.0001. and of his “ confident 
expectation,” 1,438,0001. And, if vve al¬ 
low nothing at all for depreciation of money; 
if we make this unwarrantable exception in 
his favour ; if we take his own figures, 
without any scrutiny whatever, his defalca¬ 
tion is 1,338,0001. which exceeds one fourth 

part of the amount of his,total produce.-* 

Striking as these facts are ; convincing as 
they must be to every mind’hat dwells upon 
them, though but for a mompnt, I am very 
far from supposing, they will make 
any great public impression. The subject 
is by no means a” pleasant one in itself, and 
the people, like a tradesman who feels 
conscious of his insolvency, hate to look 
into thtir accounts. They have, too, been 
so often deceived by flattering estimates on 
one side, and gloomy predictions on the 
other, that, at last, they know not what to 
believe, or what to think, Of the news¬ 
paper proprietors and editors some are hired 
to deceive them, and others are either too 
indolent or too ignorant to undeceive them, 
while a third class innocently communicate 
the deception which they themSdves have 
imbibed ; of which last a remarkabjeunstartfce 
presents itself relative to the very amount, 
which has furnished fhe materials rb^the 

deduction abov*#drawti,--The editor of 

the morning Ilerald, in that paper of the. 
27 th of Matph, inserts the abstract of th^ 
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’ apeonot of the Consolidated Fund* 
thereon the following most curious remark s* 

“ From the official account of the income- 
“ and charges of the year ending the 5 th- 
“ of January last, it will be seen, that the; 

“ income amounted to 31, 662 . 961 b whilst 
“ the charg* are only 2(j,700;5S3l. leaving 
“ a luicmcefn -favour of the country of more. 
“ than fivf millions, a circumstance with- 
“ out example'in the whole.of our finann 
“ cial history." Now, it is evident, that 
this man really thought, that the charges 
upon this account included the whole of the 
expenditure of .the nation for the year 1.803, 
and’that-the taxes had yielded five millions 
mere than that expenditure required j where-* 
as, the charges upon the consolidated fund 
cartisist only of the expenses of the National- 
Debt, of the Civil List, and of certain par¬ 
liamentary pensions and grants $' and, tie 
five millions of balance, together with m, 
small portion of receipts which do not come 
into this account, is all that there is left 
wherewith to defray the expenses of the 
Army, the Navy, the • Ordnance, and the 
contingent services of the state, the residue 
being to be. furnished by new taxes or ly 
loans.—Nor are proofs of gross ignorance, 
upon this subject, confined to the columns • 
of the diurnal prints, as may be seen by a 
reference to a very recent performance of tbe 
“ British Critics/’ who are tharless entitled 
to compassion, because, to all the asinine 
qualities of the editor of the Herald, they 
unite an uncommon portion of malignity. 
That part of their labours, which I here al- 
.lude to, is contained in their reviewing 
pamphlet for the dust month, and is what 
they call a review of “ A Reply to some 
“ financial mistatemenls, in and out of 
“ Parliamenta pamphlet made' up out 
of a short-lived ministerial newspaper called 
Vf the Cabinet,” and published more, I he* 
lieve, than a twelvemonth ago. 'The ob¬ 
ject of this pamphlet was, to controvert the 
•statements of Lord Grenville in Parlia-, 
ment, and my statements out of Parliament, 
particularly those, which I have, in the for¬ 
mer part of this article, referred to, relative 
to the surplus of the Consolidated -Fund, 
and which, as I have shown, are now amply 
confirmed by the official documents laid be¬ 
fore Parliament by my adversary himself.. 
These “ critics" are unfortunat&-in "*many 
respects, but in nothing more t/uin the time 
which they chcose for the effusions of the 
holy zeal that constantly hums Within them 
for extending their parochial duties, their, 
ghostly comforts, their cure of souls. Had 
tljey praised Mr. Addington's estimate and* 
decried my calculations ; had they recom¬ 
mended the ministerial pamphlet, v as will 
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** worthy of the attention of all those wbtf 
** desire to harib aciutate information and to 
" form jast opinion* respecting the finance* 
** of the country)” had they done this a 
Jhsafr ago, or, indeed, at any time previous 
At the rendering of the accongt whifcli has 
settled the dispute, they mialit have re¬ 
ceived some marks of the Premier’s gr.lti- 
• tOdd i but, as 1 it is, they c in cxjltct nothing 
to afford them compensation for the public 
acorn. Naturalists have observed, that those 
creatures whicK are most venomous, are, 
upon the whole, also the most impotdht. 
the serpent race have nei her hair, nor 
feathers,, nei thee legs nor wings nor fins, 
they can neither run nor fly nor swim } so 
the British Critics seem* doomed to crawl 
through the world, cured with the constant 
disposition to wound, but having, where¬ 
with to effect their purpose, neither indus¬ 
try, talents, judgment, nor wit. 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES-1 

- Cobbett's parliamentary dfxatks, up 
to the XVth Number inclusive, are now 
published. Some information respecting 
the mode of obtaining these Numbers ap¬ 
pears to be necessary to persons who live at 
a distance from the metropolis, and who, in 
many instances, seem to suppose, that they 
can be sent by the post, in the same wiy 
that the Register is. This is a mistake. 
Every number is a pamphlet, and can be 

S scared only in the same manner that pam- 
lets, reviews, and magazines are; this is, 

K entity, by application made to a country 
kselier, who has a direct and frequent 
cammanication with London, of which de¬ 
scription, booksellers are to be found in 
every countiy town of any Importance. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS.-Many 

gbntiemen, who do this work the honour 
to choose it as the repository of those state* 
extents, remarks and reflexions, which they 
think proper to lay before the public, ac¬ 
company their communication with a 
request tmhave an early insertion, and some¬ 
times, to be informed whether their \>et- 
formal)cea will be inserted at all, and, if at 
all, when. Notices to correspondents have 
bbea fbtiod to be greatly inconvenient. 
T$dy are irksome both to the writer and the' 
reader, and they occupy some’Kttle portion 
of th« fetto, of which the Register Btands 
so much in need. For these and some other 
reasons, it ha* been thought advisable here 
to state, once for all, that no more Notices 
td 'Correspondents will be inserted ; but, it 
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. is proper;’ at fee stftpe wM* *H 

, -those, who have fdnfetty eontottmltotod, or 
who shad hereafter communicate, their 
essays tb the Editor, that the greatest possi¬ 
ble attention is, and always Will be, paid fay 
him to every thing so communicated j and, 
that, on no occasion, a delay in the inser¬ 
tion will ever take place from neglect or in¬ 
attention on bis part. It must, however, 
occur to every per-.cn at all acquainted with 
the natme, ana the manner of\conducting, 
such a publication, that delay, amt’eVen dc- 
lafSfc^consideiable length, is frequently un¬ 
avoidable. Nor can it be an invariable rule 
for each communication to be inserted In 
the order in which it is received. The Edi¬ 
tor must sometimes be controlled in his wishes 
by the length of the essay j and, he must 
•much oftencr yield to considerations as to 
the natuie of the subject heated of. Some 
essays suffer nothing from a delay of a week 
or two, whereas others, though valuable at 
the time, become perfectly useless if kept 
back for a single day. This is so obvious, 
that it is hoped that no other apology will 
be required by several correspondents, whose 
communications have given way to others of 
a date much more recent. In short, it is 
evident, that each admission, or rejection, 
depends, and must always depend, upon 
many circumstances of which the Editor 
only cin be the judge : his judgment may 
not, indeed, be thought the best that could 
be wished for, but that is a point relative to 
which the writer must be supposed to have 
made up his mind, previous to the making 
of his communication. If he may bd al¬ 
lowed to add a wish of his own, on this oc¬ 
casion, it is, that no communication should 
be accompanied, either in writing or verbal¬ 
ly, with a discovery q£the name of the writer. 

A deviation from this rule must, as Often as 
it takes place, subject hifa to some embar¬ 
rassment, and can seldom fail to fetter his 
judgmeAt.—-On the score of impartiality, 
he looks upob himself as bound by no tie 
whatsoever to admit any writing'that is 
comnrfdhicited ’ to him, though it be in 
answer to a writing which he has published; 
because, were he to square his conduct, id 
this respect, by the rule of abstract impar¬ 
tiality, he would thereby be shackled b f 
that which every other political writer seta 
at defiance. Nevertheless, he can truty 
affirm, thy he never has rejected anf per¬ 
formance/in which his statements ahadbmi- 
ons have "been controverted, provided that it 
was, brother respects, fit for publication. ^ 
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THB STAI£«PHYSICIAN. 

Si*,——In tbo coorse of pay resting Mr* 
'^^borne’iexcellent vork “ on the Duties of 
“Men,” I was struck with the fallowing 
passages ity the chapter which relates to the 
dnty of tire physician s ** Let him not (stays 
Mr. <-£)^deaVaur directly or in&rectly; to 
came hiniself .to be more highly 
than.the ftdbnKHry of his own condcwtrce 
will justify ; nor insidiously abuse the cha- 
, ^tacter*., and sap the ere (lit of a rival. Let 
against* all affectation of cour- 
tednshess, all assumed and delusive softness 
ibf manners; let him not become a supples 
critjgfug, and servile attendant on the great, 
ready at all times, like the came Jeon, *o take 
the colour of surrounding objects."—Again, 
“ He will be the first in critical of uncom¬ 
mon circumstances to suggest die propriety 
, of calling in additional aid. He will not 
indulge a lurking wish to persevere to a du¬ 
bious or,‘ unsuccessful system#^ medical 
treatment? from the apprehension (hat a 
change will argue ignorance in himself, or 
redbund to the credit of another person, who 
may h^fhatiggested it." Aroar tdeas, Mr. 
CobbMj; «re bound together by association, 
njy ! thoughts were irresistably directed to- 
'Vv^ds'our political doctor, who at present 
pidishsseS the authority of feeling the pulse of 
the JJnited Kingdom, and prognosticating as 
to our security or danger; and to whhse sa¬ 
gacity and discretion, the power is entrusted 
of drawing the blood froth our veins, and the 
money froip pur pockets, according to what 
appears to tfjfh to the exigency of our 

hase,--If the truth of this above recited 

maxims of the*moralist, as'applied to the 
physician, depend on the mischief or good 
which he toay do to individual patients from • 
disregarding^ Pr following them; if it rest 
Ppotl the responsibility of hi# situation; 
wbai a trepftfodous weight of obligation to 
regard theits salutary warnings is heaped 
Upon the aim who has taken upon hiniself 
the Can; and the cuYe of the aggregate body 
of individnals who compose this nation, who 
perseveres in fillingIfeat station which con- 
, statutes him responsible tor the security of 
j ^^jj hmen in theenjoyment oArfheir rights 
atpstberdes, and % their deliv^ance warn 
thrjWttsi with which, in the present crisis, 
^ftiaqjarethreatened, evils, which Bnelish- 
jtaMtlitaat dee%t«rhe infinitely worse** than 
ymA itself 1 Jlyery person, Mr. Cobbett, 
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who Jovea his country, has a riglitto 
this questiln : does Mr. Addingtpu 
those qualifications which, as an hurt 
he pledgee himself that lie does possess, 

< \ accepting and retaining the office, which he ,< 

\ fills i, And for thefailurein which, the pub- 
lie would be justified (to use the lawyer's 
phrase) in bringing their •' action of pis* 

“ sumpsit ” against him. The Doctor mapi, : 
saynhat he is sensible of his responsibility^, . 
and that he is ready to ‘abide the consp-’ ■' 
queuces of jt. jlnt if, through his inca- 
4 >acity, we are brought into dangers, 4 from 
which we cannot \x extricated, it bo 
of little consolation or advantage to us, that , 
he has been impeached, that ho jjwt kMJjfpt.. j 
place, or even his head : we ma$catey 
hurried by his want of wisdom and forefijafy: 
into utter ruin, which may preclude^h(|M^. 
the benefit of his example from being,A 
tended to us. The bon. Henry Addiog£pti> V 
may, in consequence of his own weak pels , ■ 
and folly, be the last, as well as the least ' 

our prime ministers.:-That Mr. 

wretchedlr deficient in the qimhfiuitioni 
sential to his situation, and, which we have * 
right to expect in him, is p fijyt so evident, 
and so notorious, that 1 think that it ( $p^ 
be a waste of time were .Tin enter 
formal proof of it, by minttidy comparjraf. . 
what he has done, with what heh»a,l|pF'' 
undone. That I qjay not however' b®* 
etised of absolute silenqe on this bead, I sh|tl« . 
mention two prominent instances pfbis ip* 
capacity, which must be as obvious to 
lowest farmer in every parish, as. they, tyofii , v 
the sage aud solemn stock-holder, who sbqjtpif \\ 
# his head over the newspaper at 
*My instances shall btMakea frotn 
tor's plans of finance, aud his plans of 
in this our momentous struggle with'- «OTT 
enemy, “ who would swallow us upylitfc,;''* 1 
Firft then, as to finance And herej|fftra» 
not draw out a long line of .ngm^^Jpdtwt 
the rules of addition and subtracli^^Vtollc^ • 
neither shall 1 give the DoctorjS0p|M»rid**'* 
nity of shuffling as to tbe'tirae' ‘ 
counts begin, andwben thpy4refitotot^^^r 
of plundering one year to patc h Jfcp 
What I shall mention is grou m j wp jqp, $$#*■> 
universally known, and of wfiiciF 4 tevdrjf per¬ 
son is competent to judge/, in the, first 
place then, I refer dto t&p bf faWofl 
supplies, which Iww 'preng^btSf'" 

unto us in that<MMNKaiiMMM^ 
act called the JEjNggpfyr, *!j»f%;.«r. x 






M&mte Hook ^^^tbrWate *’ 1 * 
mi out dispensatories, ^Juilf.oohgistsof fivs- 
and-forty ingredient?, an&ifterall is fit tor 
This act bas been constructed 
rftp^^riiieiplMrSonbeiii^t^fiTll^ and delicately 
tha^teauebl bear thelrude baud 
•f4<0^iMge; «^*ii0 jt is at last disetMescd, that 
ihelttiet fiisy* rip spite ot the arbitmry inter- 
l^l^tqps of the self-appointed legislators at 
1 ' s incapable of being carried * 

h^edution. And, if I am informed 
Do regular or legal assessment has 
been' made under it. So, Mr. 
r^Sffabett, through the mighty cleverness of 
- wp Doctopy we shall have a whole year’s In¬ 
come Tax. to pay at once iu.nne round sum. 
iissl,there is reason to fear, that the collect 
..totti'.will find even more difficulty in collect- 

8 , in^lhese roupdsums,ilian the commissioners 
' !; ',':i«ipBrienC( 5 d in discovering the meaning of 
w hy/whirh ilio->e sums were to be 
Here, I think, that the doctor has 
in making his specific medicine pa- 
> He has not gilded his pill at ail for- 
* ^So anuch for finance. Now for a lew 
words as to defence. Humours upon ru- 
", H»drs have been coining thick upon us, like 
the r ;paves in autumn, for a considerable 
time,; of the certain and speedy attempt of 
p&r desperate enemy upon our coasts. And 
Vin^'Strange to^telb after so much delibera- 
talking ** About it and about it,” 
;«tal regulations respecting the volun- 
^|fi^*eojrps', on which force the Doctor lias 
jMprjn^flid us we must chiefly depend tor our 
are not as yet .passed into .1 law. 
.Jjind, after that the act shay have passed, I 
d^tlbt.itiet, Mr Cohbett, but that we shall 
•ffilhave many “ more last words” upon 
fbo^object. N"W, I. think, that it does not 
; 3 %*fi>prp very keen penetration to discover that' 

: has been flow, in these two ini- 

.^■HK^nstauftes1 Wish that we may find 
;. jP are. There is one circnmstarce which 
/JWH^ttbete inst*nces of incapacity infinite- 
'■M m ! goring and inexcusable; and, it is 
the Dpctor had the start of us^iy 
the knowledge of our 
' Whilst wfe, poor ea-.y souls, 

ourselves that we were in 
^wnwftl’-jpAf'eAltnd likely to continue 
Doctor and Ce. were canning on 
correspondence with their 
the Channel. And had 
. : th^jposspsiied mat portion aftagseity, which 
tfJMwWilw lot o^tnnp-tet^kK^his Majesty's 
tbe^ hhd the mean*before them of 
' WN^petirfied, »i»*t wit-sfos at no great dis« 
#p. Ctli&ettj Tarould « real, 
brn- .<*»- Jix^fiinihir. situation r ' 


with dignified 

pnaore ,crtbe %|*t^;aud bent all tbe-eB<*gy, 
and rhe his mind to one point;' 

six. how he might enable his country to 
meet the worst with dignity and honour. Ho 
sirouJd have set himself to work with'pr®#||!»?; 
tittide and vigour, so that at a future day «*’ 
might be able to come forward, prepared 
with measures matured by sober Vreflection 
and pracjifAl inquiry, applicibleatonce to 
tire profable exigencies of his eragjtfy, and 
the known spirit and temper fi htpoountry- 
men. Our provident Premier, hfetbis irtt^ 


port ant interval, does not seem'to have^htM^ 

* f down ” even the*“. keel « ribs n 
saintary measure, he seems to have bad . 
iking “upon the stocks.*,’ No belfouhd 1 ,, 
himself sufficiently encumbered, atidrdW- 
tratfkd, and perplexed with the business 
that immediately engaged him, and thought 
that he Was doing enough, if he kept up the 
sparring ah creation of tire lengthened con- 
troversy. In the meantime be was de- 
ceiving himself and others by talking, and 
wishing, dtwhoping about the continuance 
of‘peace. Ait last, when the daflger is at 
our very doors, talking, and wishing, and 
h.-ping, are/no longer of any avail j- the 
Doctor isndw compelled to put on e grave 
face, and propose .measures that tipjliwitec 
relation to our emergency. But Doc¬ 
tor's measures were as ripe for exectdion^ilfea 
his sixty sail of the line without itrfn vwslfo 
tit for action. How crude and undigested, 
and hOw ill adapted to the real slate of 
things those measures were, I need not in¬ 
sist upon. The plalh facts, which.I have 
stated, speak for themselves. They hate 
taken up the timeTanshtfeuried’aut the- pa¬ 
tience of Parliament : and, although they 
have run the gauntlet of discussion, correc¬ 
tion, modification, and revision, again and 
again, and have come forth unlike them¬ 
selves, yet still they bear the'ttiwks which 
sufficiently iterate whence thejt originated, 

-Whenever 1 .go into company, Mr. 

Cobbett, I constantly hbar the observation 
made, (which observation, l A&ubt not, is- 
made in ninety-nine companies .out of * 
hundred, from John-o’ Groat’s House to the 
Laud's End) that Mr. .Addingtou is not the 
minister that suits lira present -time*, I. 
sometimes hjjb this observation coupled with, 
asageauddSndid provisoes“ that howfjjfffc' 
unfit he tuay he for his situation, he is bwWsf-.,/, 
theless jm honest and a wdLmeouing tmu^ ^ 
I wonffir not atsuch a sagp- ud candtA^re^ - '' 
vi». For we live, Mr. Cobostt, ;i» theftge k, 
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; are, and how 

Rafter the manner of t£e ♦'•hogs 
In Westphalia ") to pick up what Falls from 
another, to swallow it at once without exa¬ 
mination* and to retail it, in their turn, to 
their nfext neighbour. Fur my part, Mr. 
Cobbett, I aiu not disposed so easily to 
swallow all that these candid and liberal 
gentlemen have to say in favour of the well- 
mwffOng and honest miuister. ^Laa^with 
•the proverb, “ handsome is thatftanasome 
” doth.” I am no methodist. I am no sup- 

r arter of the doctrine of faith without works. 
judgeofMr. Addington as a minister, from 
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Doctor cannot "be 
stupid as to believe, 


V 1 

If we 

his opinion on this head, from 
exertion of influence, which his 
enables turn to exert, we may conclude UUK.* 
he know! the truth. The mess, ifeefinb, 
Mr- CoWbett, was never under so powejnftfct 
controujl nor so grossly abused to the low 
purposes of crafty misrepresentation. Ye* ,;. 
the honest, well-meaning minister can find 
the means of ‘V Insidiously abusing the cha¬ 
racter, and sapping the credit ” of a man 
whom he may vainly call his rival; but, who 
will never so far lower himself as to give 
Mr. Addington,-*-— 
seem to have, much . 


his conduct as a minister. In order to bring 1 reason to flatter bis vanity and self impoit- 


thishonesty and these good intentions, which 
are said to belong unto him, to the test* I 
would ask, is he himself conscious of that 
incapacity which is so universally acknow¬ 
ledged ? I may be told, in reply, that he feels 
no .consciousness of this sort. To what a 
cpflossal size then must his vanity be mag¬ 
nified 1 !' Now, 1 affirm, Mr. Cobbett, that it 
if incredible, nay, impossible, that he should 
, not be conscious of hts incapacity ; such a 
conscioflsness must be forced upon himevery 
„ hour of his life, in spite of his vauity, enor¬ 
mous as it is. Vanity must have something 
to fix itself upon, before it can render a man 
utterly blind tnhisreal character. A man pos¬ 
sessing the common features of the human 
face, may look into a glass, and through va- 
jritgr may imagine that his face is handsome. 
Bttt if a man that has only one eye, or who 
has lost his nose “ in the service,” should 
Batter himself that bis face was beautiful, 
we should consider hfm not only vain but 
mad. Now, J affirm, that Mr. A. in many 
espects, and on gj£>s,t Occasions, possesses 
nothing on which vet^^Qin fasten. There ( 
is an absolutort'acuity smthent a single speck 
of pretension, unto, ; w$ch his^vanity can 
cleave. How often, Mr. Cobbett, must his 
begrtfrom within, and circumstances from 
without, have told him tip; unwelcome 
truth ! How often in th% ordinary course of 
business,. must lie have been encountered by 
his utter, ignorance of the subject ! Hovvfie- 
cpiently qm&t ke have found himself in si¬ 
tuations where he knew not what to think, 
what to resolve, norwh-reunto to turn him- 
self,;andhas been at his wits end! Could va¬ 
nity dfie to tell him, at those &nes, that he 
• Wdfpt his proper.post? No;Vanity#must 
-;j|}*ve shrunk hadk, and self-complacency 
• have beppconfounded at the boisterous 

of doubt, dismay; and appeehen- 
' ?f<—-That hla talents and his sCTtriees 

wfe applauded by the nation at large, ^hc 


that title in return to 
The Doctor does not 



ance from the consultations which he holds' 
with his coadjutors in the administration. ■ 
Do his patch-work measures which result 
from those deliberations, do his gigantic pre¬ 
mises, and his pigmy performances of then#, 
shew that he has that commanding inflttettCo , 
at these deliberations which should bddDg, 
to every prime minister, and winch etiery 
prime minister should possess the talents/to 
secure ? No ; nothing but half meapsres is- 
suefrom these consultations, where sag© 
and the safe Premier takes a liitJe f 
and a little from another; and (fi$v 
market phrase) splits the diflfeteno©^ 
the divers and sundry opinion* afpb 
thren, in order to please them dl l'' 
may be asked, does not Mr A. see m 
House of Commons enough to gratify hi* Va¬ 
nity, do not his large majorities bear testi¬ 
mony to his sufficiency and his merit ? J an¬ 
swer, no. Ifhe possesses the faintest spark 
of penetration, he must discover that the 
teterse is the real fact. He may, indeed, 
command the compliance of the House, for 
reasons well known. But de his talerigp, and 
his measures command, the attention"and 
respect of the House ? Mr. A. cannot but te- 
member the conduct of that House tatyatd 
his predecessor in office, and he cannot fail 
tg make comparisons not very flattering to 
himself. Attention and respect were uni¬ 
formly and scrupulously paid to Mr. 
even by the bitterest of hi* opponents, 
was listened to, and looked up to by,; “ 
ties, as one who did credit to the asset] 
and to the station which he filljdakvtf. 
the most clamorous of Mr. Aldington's pro*, 
selytes ; can the vanity ofjpVIr. Addington 
himself dare to affirm that this is the cate- 
with respect to the pnteent (Jhancellor of the 
Exchequer? No; amidst his ** 

'friends,” the most zealous are ashamed of 
* their leader, and can scarcely stifle tbejy con¬ 
tempt. All that they have to give U , 
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The doctor*4 affected condescension and 
caurteousnew, end his occasional acts of 
' conning and prove thathe is»oot 

altogether so confident in his capacity and 
laldhtt, aa net to resort to othertmeans of 
prolonging his power and bis emqjuments. 
And does-not bis general conduct prove a 
consciousness of incapacity ? To what are 
wp toattribute his indecision, and his put¬ 
ting off the evil day of looking danger in the 
face, but to a consciousness of want of re¬ 
sources to meet it fait ly, and to grapple with 
it, ‘Hence il is, that lie has thought, that “snf- 
ficient for the day is the evil thereofand 
that he has only provided for the day, with--, 
out daring to look forward to future conse¬ 
quences. Hence it is, that he hath content¬ 
ed himself with patching up a present urgent 
necessity, without removing the evil; with 
affording palliatives rather than remedies.' 
Tfa* Doctor, Mr, Cobbett, puts me in mind 
of those indolent housewives, who, instead 
of sweeping their liouics clean, sweep all the 
dirt into a corner, and put the brush upon 
the heap. In the same manner does our 
Mge%id safe .politician suffer difficulties to' 
•ceuwulate, instead of vigorously removing 
■y vfftt MdK-attt a* length, they will amount to so 
- s ta yie| j ^ t«id an assemblage, that they will 
' ffSS^jetnsdves upon his attention with an 
iJflpoftiinity that will be heard. Then, Mr. 
cSbbett, if our condit ion should admit of 
consolation, we shall see our honest and 
well-meaning minister dikeii from his post 
which he has so long retained, to the disgrace 

and the danger of the United Kingdom.- 

I^t Englishmen, Mr. Cobbett, be opposed 
to Frenchmen upon the seas or upon the 
land, I fear not for the issue of the oonllirt. 
Under Providence, I confide all I hold deal 
to the Bpirit, bravery, and perseverance of 
say countrymen. But, when I see Mr. Ad¬ 
dington and Co, pitted against Buonaparte 
and Talleyrand, 1 see feebleness, indeci¬ 
sion, and folly, opposed to boldness, energy, 
and foresigt* ■■ I tremble at the unequal con¬ 
test. I despair not, however, as to the ul¬ 
timate event, under all our disadvantages. 
Vet I tremble at protracted warfare, and at 
the great expenditure of blood and treasure, 
that uuffewi|ic discretion of the counsels of 
qur safe politicians, and economical finau- 
«risrs, it mustc<\t ns before we can arrive at 
p successful termination of the contest. Yes, 
qfat. Cobbett, I tremble at the difficulties and 
‘dangers in which we must be involved, cir¬ 
cumstanced as we are ; and which we mighty 
atoid 4 ffan enlightened, sagacious, decisive 



-te»tpehd|a»«/on* iftfte 
deietiw £ne name -of aqftnfnaa. 
sential qualities ^hich form 
Mr. Addington possesses not, and Suffap 
possess. And lie must, I say, be conscious 
of his deficiency. And what claim can lie 
have to honesty and good intentions I When 
so much is at stake, how can he answer it to 
his conscience, his country and his God, to 
fill a station for which nature never designed 
him j a station indeed, which he tpay think 
to be the lp»ghc't honour, but itmuSt sooner 
or later^.iTng lnm to disgrace and ruin.—•— 
I am, bir, your obedient humble servant. 

A. Z. 


TI1S. VOLUNTEER BILL. 

Sir.- Mr. Secretary Yorke states the 

number of effective yeomanry and volunteers 
to amount to2/,0(X) cavalry, 4 OtX) artillery, 
and 300,000 infantry.--This motley mul¬ 

titude, this amphibious army, it Seems, can 
neither be dispensed with, nor suffered to 
continue in its present unwieldy state. How 
it is henceforth to be regulated, becomes, 
therefore, of the most serious importance, 
both to the nation and the individuals who 
inrolled themselves under the existing laws. 

•-They have a right to expect, and they 

do expect, from the wisdom and deliberation 
of Parliament, that the rules and regulations 
by which they are to be governed —the du¬ 
ties, penalties and forfeitures to which they 
are to be subjected ; and the pay, allowances, 
and exemptions to which they are to be en¬ 
titled, shall, all of them, be declared and 
defined so clearly, consistently, and expli¬ 
citly, that,men of common capacities, like 
themselves, may understand them, without 
resenting to the arnte intellects of an Attor¬ 
ney-Genera!, or passinynct after act to ex¬ 
plain and amend the former, through as 
many gradations' as the history of. “ the 
“ House that Jack built," and yet (^s Mrs, 
•Dangle, says in the Critic), *• leaving the 
“ intorpieter tiie most difficult tobeuuder- ; 
“ stood."—i—l have now before me “ a 
“ bill (as gpended on second recommitment 
in the Commons) " to consolidate and 
“ amend the provisions of the several acts 
“ relating to corps of yeomanry and volun- 
" leers, and to make, further regulations re- 
“ lating thereto ” Whnt subsequent amend¬ 
ments it may have received in the Commons, 
or may yet jm-eive in the Lords, I know not, 
and k may, perhaps, be owing to the mud¬ 
dy perplexity of my own brain, that it ap¬ 
pears to me to want any , and 1 not aheadijm. , 
have^rttuined that degree &f perspicuity, 
whicn every “candid, well-meaning, safe 

• V ■* 



, . __ 

wi*b it to-posses? In 
ti^i iOTtfUMi®. -“-"-Clause A provides, “ that 
*» persons entitled to exemptions, under for- 
•*: m%t acts, shall have the benefit of them 
.*« unlit the first return under this act,” viz. 

20titAf> r ‘h <nst. (by section 10).-Clause 

B ,tetf*fftSi " that persons quitting or being 
<*. discharged from any corps, shall immedi- 
•• atdy thereupon become liable to pay the 
««• duties upon horses and hair powder, pay 
11 able in the year ending 5 ih April sue 

ceftdjdg such quitting or discharge.’’- 

"Quere. Under this clause, if a peTwn shall 
quit or be discharged from his corps any 
time before April 5, IttOo, would he not be 
deprived of his exemptions, although he 
should have attended .*50* days in the year 
ending the 5th April, inst. and 100 in the 
year ending the 5 th April. ISO), and ah hough 
*by the 43 Geo. 111. c. 3 L. (the duties uud-r 
which become payable only lmm the 5fh 
April inst ) five days attendance in the but 
year entitles him to exemptions lor the etc- 

sent? -Clause No. 3 clinch.. “ th.it every 

“ person claiming exemption lot any hor-e 
“ provided for the u»e ot ycotnanry, shall, 
“ during alt the. period of hi* having the be- 
“ nefit oji such exemption (i. e. the year 
** after having provided the horse) he liable 
,c to furnish a horse when, m •> the corps seall 
“ assemble, or shall forfeit for every default 
<• a£30 !!!” I fear we might soon talk of Par¬ 
liaments in the past lease if it could not 
truly be said, 

“ That to their plighted vows ami Oust they 
ever fiffnly stood, 

“ And tho’they piomis’dfu their toss, tiny made 
their promise good." ‘ 

That these exemptions,, at the time and in 
the manner they were allowed, were both 
unnecessary an 1 mischievous nobody doubts, 
any more than that Parliament is bound to 
fulfil them faittyully for the time past, and 
restrict them for the time (o come. When 
I first turned to clause No. 6 , ‘' allowing 
“ to the master an abatement from the 
<f wa Ves of his servant in proportion to the 
t‘ time of his absence at exeicisfc, to be set- 
“ Ued by a Justice of Peace,” I gave the 
framers of the bill credit for devising a cun- 
ulna expedient to rescue farmers and trades¬ 
men’s servants (from amongst whom both 
the militia and line must principally be re¬ 
cruited) from their false impiisonment in 
volunteer corps; but I have fjpme doubt 
whether this was their intention^tlnnigh it 
is pretty sure to be the effect-By Ac¬ 

tion j 0, “returns are to be made April 1, 

J, and December 1 , and foutj(day 8 
“ attendance of Cavalry is required in w:h 
fhar months, or twelve days in the yeaV’ 






W Uoe* this __,.. ., 

from January l } The assessed 
compute it from April 5.— —By' sectfofi(N& 
“ cavalry must attend a certain number bf 
“ days to entitle them to exemptions, unled* 
“ absent with leave or prevented by sick* 
“ ness but no provision is made for that 
case of a disabled horse, nor allowance if. 
killed in actual sen ice ! If persons pro* 
viding horses are exempt from the duty up¬ 
on them why (instead of a wrangle before 
a magistrate) should not masters providing 
servants, for whom they pay assessed (axes, 
be also exempt from the duty upon them ?— 
The* groom is more likely jto be a good dra¬ 
goon than his master, and to endure tbs 
fatigues of serviee; and since we know 
Acre will be nearly as many of them as of 
the “ gentlemen soldiers" and officers (vyhq 
are no .sohk-rs!!) they attend, why not pa¬ 
rade in laced uniforms instead of laced live¬ 
ries, unless, indeed this might be deemed' 
to disparage rather than display the dignity 
of the troop ! 

“ Non i?li auxilio, nec cicfensotiUus istis, tern- 
pus 

By section l 6 \ “ commanding officers are 
“ sulijcctcu to a penalty for making a false 
“ return but no provision is made in case 
of n > return, or of withholding or misap¬ 
plying pay, allowances, txc of disallowing 
attendance, or di-charging from the corps 

wantonly.-Clause No 9 directs the 

lieutenants in appointing the number of , 
men to serve in the militia “ to have regard 

“ to the lu mber of.volunteers ’’-Is this 

“ having r-gard to" legislative precision ? 
Clause No. 11, impowers *' persons 


who on account of changing residence, .shall 
quit olie corps, to enter ad e unde in into 
another." Quere. Why confined to this. 
single cause of changing corps, there maybe 
"many other good ones ? —Clause No. 2, 
subjects “ pet sons refusing to redeliver, 
“ pawning, selling, or losing arms, See. ,to 
“ a penalty of 40s.;'’ but by clause 30, the 
samj offences (with some further enumera¬ 
tions) are subjected to a penalty of j£’lO, and 
double the value of the arms, See, Quere. 
Might not these two clauses, and also clause 
L, (imposing 11 penalty upon buying, con¬ 
cealing, or receiving arms, &c.) be consist 
cntly embodied into one clause ? C lause 
22 , directs the volunteers to assemble in case 
of invasion, or appearance of an enemy in 
force on the coast; or of rebellion or insur¬ 
rection, arising or existing in either of the 
aforesaid cases, but in no other date of rebel¬ 
lion or insurrection. The reason of this 
special restriction is not sufficiently obvious! 


— - t ^ ; * * ’p tt.spv yww , n« j* ti» w ^ «mwv*w <■* * »■ »» » 


•Clause G enact*,, u that whenever a 


cofpsshall voluntarily assemble tp dbmilitary 
duty upon an appearance ofinvasron, or /or 
* the purposed/ improving themselves in milita¬ 
ry exercise, the Receiver-General may be em¬ 
powered to pay them, not exceeding, one 
guinea each (which the commanding officer 
may lay out in providing such necessaries as 
be shall think necessary !!)" Thefyollowing 
clause, No. 82, cuacts,, ■■ that wmm so vo- 
lunthrlly assembled and doing military duty, 
with the approbation of his Majesty, they 
Shall be entitled to receive pay and to be 
quartered and biHeMed.”-Clause 24, en¬ 

acts, ** that whenever any corps shall, with«fhe 
approbation of his* Majesty, voluntarily as¬ 
semble or march to do military duty on ap¬ 
pearance pf invasion, or Jar the purpose 0 / 
tmpri'ing themselvesin military exercise, t*fc. 
they shall be subject lo military discipline 
and the mutiny laws."-Clause 3£J en¬ 

acts, " that, when not summoned on actual 
service, or voluntarily assembled for the pur¬ 
pose of doing militaty duty, and subjected 
to military dicipline, if they shall signify, 
through lhejr commanding officer, their do- 
' sire to assemble under the command of their 
qUm officers within the same (why not, “ or 
adjoining”) county, for the purpose of being 
trained and exercised for a time not exceed¬ 
ing 14 days in 12 months, the Lord Lieute¬ 
nant mas, with the approbation of his Ma¬ 
jesty, make ah order foi a-scniblmg, quar- 
. taring, and billetting them.” Quere. What 
is the difference between “ voluntarily as¬ 
sembling to improve themselves in militaty 
(exercise,” and “ voluntarily assembling to le 
trained and exercised " ich.cn not vohn,ta’i/y 
assembled to improve in vfilica'u/ exercise / 
For on tnis difference, bow mcompi. liensi- 
blesoeyer, seems to depend their being or 
not being subjected to military discipline, 
Bud entitled lo pay, Quere, also, aie they 
to be under other than their own officers 
when assembled under Clause 24 ?-Sec¬ 

tion 5 requires 12 days attendance of caval¬ 
ry before they can be deemed effective, or 
entitled to exemptions. Clause 99 restrict# 
the power of the Lord Lieutenants to assem¬ 
ble them.® 14 days. Clause 24 has no re¬ 
striction whatever as to the period of time 
they may be voluntarily assembled, &c. 
An d clause 32 entitles them to pay when 
bo assembled—Quere. Are they entitled to 
pay for the 12 days they must attend, in or¬ 
der tobecomeieffective ? Are they, if they 
sbpnju, besidesHthose 12 days, voluntarily 
fNfiemble for 14 more, under the Lord Lieu- 
tWiant’s order, entitled to pay for these 14 
(lays also ? They are furthermore required, 
by tfCtion 14, " to be inspected once in 


y ■ 

every four paopth*.” Are theje .^titled to 
farther pay for the days of inspdSiott ? Ant! s 
if they should “ voluntarily assemble” ford 
still further and indefinite length of time 
(under clause 24), arc they entitled »• pay 
for so long as they shall remain so assem¬ 
bled?— It is worthy of remdrk, that 'tj|ie 
corps at large are subjected tothrrnutiny laWB 
at large .while improving themselves in military 
exercise; but adjutants, serjeant majors, drill 
serjennts and serjeants, trump* ters and 
drummers, receiving constant pay, are espe¬ 
cially promoted from any punishmenf',“x-X- 
tendingm life or limb, except in cases 0 / in¬ 
vasion, or appearance of any enemy in force 

upon the coast. -Such being tile actual 

state of the volunteer system (if it deserves 
that name), and Of the bill by which it is 
intended to be new-modelled, circular let¬ 
ters, it seems, have been addressed to the, 
commanding officers, directing them to feel 
thepuhes of their corps, as to going out up¬ 
on what is called “ permanent duty.” To 
s.y nothing of men in arms being called 
upon to deliberate upon the duty tney will 
or they will not do, and 10 abstain fiom any 
conjecture which they nuty be pleased to 
elect, the actual expense of this measure, 
even fora few days, must be eubrmous ip 
money, and still more so in labour and In¬ 
dustry, while the benefit to the individuals 
in d'scipline is at best pi oblematical 3 every 
man, who knows any thing of the army, 
knows that soldiers cannot be rompietely 
dulled, but in small bodies, and if it be in¬ 
tended that the volunteers are to have the 
/■••iiijit of doing duty with the regulars, and 
the regulars to hare the honour ot doing duty 
with the volunteers, I piofess I can tut bode 
neither honour nor profit f'r<*m such a heieto- 

geneous mixture.-The more 1 consider 

the subject, the nlore t^gprly I am convinced 
that the volunteers can only be useful as a 
local force in small bodies, wL ch neither re¬ 
quires much discipline or fatigue, nor ex¬ 
hausts the sources of recruitmg the army 
and mtiilia. In this point of view the insti¬ 
tution is excellent, but the atiempt to push 
it bpyond this its proper sphere, was taking 
a wrong road, which, the longer it is per¬ 
sisted in, will diverge farther and farther 
from the right one, till it mayjje wished 
and sought for in vain. Could but the same 
men who are now volunteers actually be¬ 
come the thing they would seem to be, sol¬ 
diers, the spirit might bd willing, but in 
woi/ t instances the flesh would prove weak, 
the parishes would sink under the burdejit 
imposed upon them, counting-houses, tra d es' , 
professions, manufactures, and agrtctiflwgT" 
woulfl alike be deserted $ in ope *prd f tt 






v ' ^ r . 

#outd rptrttlatienise the country.*——I jure 
thhs briefly stated my observations and dif¬ 
ficulties Ml reference to the bill suggested 
them, *b|;|:bave stated them to you, be¬ 
cause, any further knowledge than 

from your publications, and without the 
propensity to flatter any man, I believe you 
to be actuated by the same motives as my¬ 
self, a disinterested love of my country. 
Hudibras says, 

“ He that against the wall knocks out hi, 

—o-br^ins, k 

N-i‘ The Devil must be in him if he fvigl*.” 

And neither you nor I have ever yet been 
convicted of ministerial idolatry.——-JF these 
observations should appear to deserve inser¬ 
tion in your valuable Journal, 1 shall think 
that their most appropriate reward : 


eluded from thatjfltdttron, as it «tates$at' 
persons so appointed^'must have served Ifcur * 
years as commissioned officers or aerjiedttt- •*' 
majors ; when, as before stated, most of the 
quarter-masters reduced on the 24th of 
June? 180J, have been serjeaot-iuajori; and, 
have also, perhaps, served twenty years in 
the dragoons. Surely such men, from their 
great exjjfcrience in cavalry matters, would 
make better adjutant* to yeomanry than 
a commissioned officer who has served four 
years. It is therefore hoped, that this class 
of officers may be employed, either in the re¬ 
giment, at the approaching augmentation, or 

in fte yeomanry.-They are now, without 

being of any service to th£ir country, a great 
expence to it, and much against their inch* 
Station. . forrial. 


Valent quantum valcre debent. 

Reading, Aprils. Probus. 


QUARTER-MASTERS OF CAVALRY- 

fits,,—-<*-It is hoped you will allow a place 
for words in behalf of a very poor, but 
very class of men, the half pay 

ijuartefnnastoTS of cavalry reduced anthelAth 
of. June, 1802. There were at that period, 
in consequence of the reduction it was then 
thought proper to make in our cavalry esta¬ 
blishment, about one hundred quarter-roas¬ 
ters placed on half pay ; and, as it is now un¬ 
derstood, that an augmentation of two troops 
to each regiment is about to take place, they 
very naturally hope that they may. great part 
of them at least, be again employed ; indeed, 

I lure could be but little doubt of it, should 
the circumstance; occnti to hi® Royal High¬ 
ness the Commander in Chief, but, his 
Royal Highness's mind w necessarily em¬ 
ployed upor subjetflof so much greater im- 
pnuaiice t» thj^rmv and the public at large, < 
that it cannot be expected he should turn 
ins attention to it, unless it i, brought to his 
remembrance -——Theappointment ofqunr- 
ter-mastcr in the cavalry, is In-Id i.y warrant 
from the culouel of tin* regimefit ■, and all of 
them, according to the oHots of his Royal 
Highness, " must be appointed from persons 
actually serving as scijcants iu the cavalry, 
and no sum of money shall either be given 
or received, directly or indirectly, far the ap- 
p >i h n i " T h ey have, indeed, great part. 
of them been serjeant-majots, and generally 
.men of much experience and fang service; 
yet it appears very e;.!iaoidinary, anfl pe¬ 
culiarly hard, that, by the letter from Mr. 
* # -^3arke allowing adjutants o.i full p:« to vru 
' %ttiteew and ylomanry eorp-, tiiry ex- 


10 LORI) REDF.SDALE. 

My Lord, —rt has never been considered 
as a pleasing or a generous task to assail a 
character already Hlen in the estimation of 
the public. The recollection of thispiiuci- 
ple should have protected yon from the cen¬ 
sure of the author of this letter, were it not. 
for a circumstance peculiar to your case, and 
which renders improper that forbearance 
which you might otherwise have owed t<> 
compassion. The feeble and peevish de¬ 
fence contained in your last letter, rest* 
wholly on a declaration that,»if the corres¬ 
pondence had been productive of any harm, 
it must be attributed not to yon but to Lord 
Fingal; nor to the author, but to the pub¬ 
lisher ot what was from its nature strictly 

private.-Is you* lordship aware of the 

magnitude of this charge ? Do you know 
that it is one of those which cannot be made 
without disgrace either to the accused «r to. 
the accuser ? Or has the morality of chan* 
eery taught you that the publication of a 
private letter is a mere peccqdillo, a trifling 
inaccuracy, a venial mistake, which it was . 
perfectly allowable,to impute to Lord Fin-, 
gal, Jor the purpose of vindicating your own 
character fnun what you deemed a grave, 
irttpntatinn ? What may be your lordship’s , 
•sentiments I know not; but from men of 
honour you might have learnt, that there is 
no crime against society so weighty, more, 
unpardonable, or which so certainly de¬ 
grades the offender fiom the rank of a, gen¬ 
tleman,. On this p®int then, you are fairly 
at Hue with Lord F. j you have virtually 
taxed him with baseness ?Ad perfidy, and. 
if the charge turns out to be unfounded, 
the opinion of the world, already made up, 
as to your pmdenre, may perhaps be dr*, 
ci led. As i i tome other parts of your chip.. 



F f*cm k.vaak to *' 

';F- known cd»fe»»(Kj|^»:mdi4«r8t8 abilities, 
/and (followingthe U|tftSnrpr-ov-ccl edition 
, of j r our thoughts ort^he ^ibject) of no con¬ 
siderable weight j heis therefore wholly un¬ 
protected, except as fir as prot^ctiommay 
be derived from a body suspected and over¬ 
awed by the government. Youane a per¬ 
son in the highest ofliee, a dislnguishcd 
lawyer jtfpd, as we ail have seen,a most ele¬ 
gant writer } aftd what is yet moie to the 
..purpose, supported b) the whole influence 
of administration. Every man, therefore, 
has an interest in the defence of this noble¬ 
man’s innocence, unless indeed he is willing 
toresign h\s reputation whenever the sacri¬ 
fice ma; be necessary to a>ver the impru¬ 
dence of the Chancellor.-*-The only diffi* 

culty I fi. d in discussing the question, arises 
fiom tlie total absence of argwment from 
the sioe of your lordship and your friends. 
You have indeed asserted roundly and 
boldly, but you have prudently absi. mect 
from any attempt at pi oof. If, however, 
I can shew, as may be done in few words, 
that-there is no definition of *' privacy” 
Which would apply to the letters, he will 
stand acquitted of all blame in the publica¬ 
tion.— 1 —Were they private from the situa¬ 
tion of the parties ? They were from the 
•Lord Chancellor to a political leader, a per- 
eOs.of great consequence (as lie then‘ima¬ 
gined him ; and it seems that his opinion 
- fits since undergone a change) from the 
connexion subsisting between the authors ? 

They were scarcely, if at all acquainted.- 

Ffom the subject ? Tltey related to well 

Known and long agitated questions.- 

From an injunction to secrecy by which 
they were accompanied ? Not a tiace 
of it appears in ihttn, as they hav e been 
published, nor has it been pretended that 
any thing of that kind existed in the origi¬ 
nals. AH the marks of privacy have, I 
believe, now been enumerated, not one of 
fvhich is to be found in your invaluable 
epistles. What then do you requite as to 
admit ?-* 2 —that the letters of the fiist law 
officer or the crown, addressed to the chief, 
of wbu he calls, and by calling has per¬ 
haps ioade a hostile faction, of whom be 
bad no personal knowledge, and on whom he 
had laid no injunction to conceal their con- 
tents* letters against the Catholics to a ca¬ 
tholic nobleman are strictly private, lb 
•tale such an i^nrdliy is to refute it. ] 
trill even go further, and venture to declare 
qfltt'.only that this correspondence was not 
confidential, not only that l ord F. seas at 
liberty to publish it, but, that he would 
have beep highly culpable if he had not 


suffered if to seethe light. Byt&eaosof 
he beca me possessed of a strong and antbfen* 
tic evidence of what was the disposition w ■ 
government towards the Cat' Yew • 1 
.'lordship kindly informed -tbek' t 

loyalty was suspected, their pr:Fessit»s•dis¬ 
trusted, a systematic intention'formed °f * 
excluding them from what, justly or not, 
they regaid as their natural rights. Had he 
concealed from them documents of such 
importance, he would have been guilty of 
gross and xruel dissimulation towaicUjLhe 
whole bn^y of his brethren, and rendered ' 
himself wholly unworthy of the confidence 
reposed in him as their head. 1 have stated 
the reasons which convince me that the obli¬ 
gation on Lord F..was to publish, rather 
tha fto conceal your letters. There is,besi> es, 
no ligbL/presumption that you did not your¬ 
self originally wish them to be concealed j * 
that the idea of their suppression was an after¬ 
thought forced upon you by aa unforeseen 
nece.-sity. My lord, these productions must 
have been the result of no inconsiderable la¬ 
bour The liberal and exalted-■ ScrsfifclWrts 
bv which they are pervaded, tht^fj'j 
style, and above all, the treaw^e 1 ^ 
logicaleiudnion which they 
diiion not the Jc'S valuable for t 
stale, and for not squaring exactly^ " 
licentious principles of later days), clearly 
sheW'fhat they must have employed ell your 
horat sulsccii te, all those moftients that were 
not taken np by your legal and political cares. 
Perhaps, indeed, they were even suffered to 
interfere with yourmoie urgent occupations. 
If then, owing to some strange misconcep¬ 
tion of what was his duty, and your design. 
Lord Fingal had resolved to suppress them, 
how deeply wouldyour feelirigs.as an author, 
have been wouudud ! You would have been 
obliged to have recourse to the importunity 
of friends, or “a surreptitious copy;’’ or 
if these old approved methods had failed, 
yop would tin u have bad no other resource 
than to recast your matter into a distinct 
formal treatise against Catholic veracity. 
Catholic loyalty, and Calholic patriotism. 
■—I am, my Lofrd, &c. &c. CE1TO. 


i.orp redesdale’s letters. 

Sir, -The truth of the remark, that the 

most important events oftentimes proceed 
from the most trifling causes, has never been 
more happily illustrated than in the eftect t 
produced by the correspondence between 
the Chancellor of Ireland and the Earl of 
FingaL, The mere solicitation for a com-*' 
mission, as justice of the peate, led to a dis- 
cus^/bn which ha? piaterially tepdpd to rn- 



coe the Catholic* of htU&ihmi the ,<% 
Joquy which attached to fteir religion, •&£ 
having the .seeds of disloyally in tbeir vcSjjr 
creed, That Lord Redesdale has acted from 
pure motive*, 1 am not inclined to question, 
nor can J, avoidexpressing. in high terms of 
. admiration, how mnchl am pleased w th the 
manly intrepidity of his character, that 
prompted him, in defiance of his professional 
■ caution, to encounter singly, the argumen's 
of the Catholic School Hut alas! good 
zea ^ overcame- his judgrqent, he 
tttPq*.a deaf ear to the sufferings of rise un¬ 
fortunate O’Neil, and wishes to insinuate 
that treason lurks under the guise of an 
humble remonstrance. We suppose, or at 
least we augnt to suppose* that any thing 
coming from the pen of a man in the High 
office of Lord Chancellor, and bearing the 
stamp of his authority, possesses considerable '*j 
weight i but we must smile at the quibbling 
fallacy of that argument, which tells the ti¬ 
tular Bishop of Cloyne, that be ought not to 
feel himself injured at any reflections tin own 
on his,character, so long as they remain un¬ 
known* to the world, secure in the closet of 
the Earl of Fingal. The man who descends 
to so meaiah’SUbterfuge, cannot'alterwardi 
possibly expect any great deference to his 
opinions, opinions which have not even no¬ 
velty to recommend them. That the Catho¬ 
lic Creed inculcates no faith to he kept with 
Heretics, was attempted to be established by 
the Methodist Wesley, his arguments were 
ably answered, and refuted by the ingenious 
Father O'Leary. I am, Sir, yours, See.' 

A PliOTF.STANT. 
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blockading system. 

Sir,-1 should not, prqbably, have re¬ 

sumed ihe subject ot if A former Idler, had I 
not thought it uytumb-nt on me to correct 
the gross misrepresentations of your cor¬ 
respondent T. H. in the lleg'ster of the 
24ih ot March last, p. A'7 He remarks, 
“ tluft I condemn the system ot blockading 
” the enemy's Jleets," and, “ that I conjure 
“ the present ministry to imitate the con* 
“ duct of their predecessors in the former 
u war." That is, (according to his in¬ 
genious interpretation) I condemn the 
blockading system altogether; and at the 
same time, I conjure, the present adminis¬ 
tration to follow the example of those who 
universally, and, as far as 1 am able to 

judge. Very properly, adopted it-Oh a 

reference to my letter in your Weekly Re- 
‘ slier, of the 25th Feb. the fact will however, 
appear to be, that I have not done eitrer 

sul^jji 


•nd, therefbfe, that the absurdity resulting 


it* misrepfiwatatian 
i»elf.-r4^|to far am I from generally 
dtig tfcejeystetn of blockading our 
ettemy’s fleets; tbafcl expressly declare CRJ 
opinion, that every port in the British Chan* 
nel, and on jhe fine of coast on the North ■ 
Sea, which contains any hostile armament, 
ought to bq as strictly and as constantly 
blockaded as the nature of circumstances 
will admit——With respect to the block¬ 
ade of the harbours ot Brest, Toulon, 
C.ioiz, and the Texel, during thy late war, 
f observed the measure w.i.s then indispen¬ 
sably necessary to prevent the junction of 
the allied fleets; but, as we were not now 
at war with Spain, as we kfep the Texel ia. 
a state ot blockade, and have a Channel 
flelt decidedly and greatly superior to that 
of the enemy ready for sea in Brest liar* ■ 
hour; J could not see the expediency «r: 
wisdom of employing mote rbandmtbl* 
their miniber>of our best ships,,during tho 

winter months in blockading theta.-TjStr 

expense, the wear, and the continual dant*' 
ger to which this measure inevitably ex* ! 
poses our great national bulwark, LJnfcliv : * 
occasion ip my former letter amply to ..din* 
cuss. They are, indeed, too evident to be 
doubted by any one in the least acquainted 
with nautical affairs, even though not possess¬ 
ed of that “ tactitional” knowledge which 
T. H. may think necessary, aisd which he 
may, probably, he himself endowed with, 
though he has not, it) his letter to you, made 
any ostentatious display of it. When the 
gallant and indefatigable Admiral Corn* 
walks, notwithstanding the unparalleled’;, 
exertions of himself, his officers, and see* '•* 
men, was blown from the French coast,, and 
compelled to taise the blockade of Brett 
harbour for several days, it is a well-known 
fact that the hostile fleet did not, even at¬ 
tempt to sail after the gale -Wtis abated. 
Yet they had every reason to believe, that 
the blot kading fleet had been obliged US re¬ 
tire, in a disabled and crippled state, to it* 
owm harbours to repair the -.damages it had -■ 
sustained. — The conduct of the enemy, 
on this memorable occasion, most power¬ 
fully-,corroborates -the opinion I have ad¬ 
vanced ijti my former letter, respecting the 
impolicy of blockading Bust harbour, even 
with a number of ships equal to theirs. Jf 
they were afraid to venture out when our 
grand Channel flett was shattered by SB 
unequal and unavailing contest will) resist¬ 
less elements; and, when tbfey had no vi¬ 
gilance to elude, no obstructions to sur¬ 
mount, and no pursuit to dtead; is it pro- 
liable they would sail fiom Brest, filled with 
troops, and encumbered with transports* 





(as they most nece*iwrH^^o attempt ifr 
, Vasion.) when they rowre^ tmured^hey 
woulfr hate the most, faftaidable i«ipe^ 
m«nt* to encounter hgi| ihe complicated 
danger* of unfavourable father, intercep- 
■' tion, or pursuit, coptinpitfly tp apprehend ? 
——Should these considerations be ineffcc- 
tutfl to retrain them, and Were it possible 
to suppose their inherent dreaca of the Uri- 
tith: itavy could be at once succeeded,by 
titieiywhpled temerity, what have we to 
dread From so unexpected a revolution in 
their opinions and conduct ? Have we not 
every reason to hope that a splendid and 
Important victory would in such a cnSe re- 
•ward us'for suffering the Brest fleet to sail ? 
If T. H. finds himself .in the least degree 
inclined to investigate, or to contest friis 
"point with me, by the issue of fair, liberal, 
and rational discussion, I atn ready to meet 
him on this ground whenever he pleases.—I 
must, however, stipulate, as preliminary ar¬ 
ticles, thafhe will not again misrepresent 
*my meaning, or misquote my words, either 
front want of attention, apprehension, or 
*H«Mt pnr; and that he will consign the un- 
M^Etnpg literary slang of" prosing oratory," 
** flimsy argument,” and all such despica¬ 
ble ribaldry to that serwm pt-cus, or “ swi¬ 
ff nish multitude," of Grub-street writers, 
from whom such nonsense originated, and 
to whom »t*ought exclusively to belong — 
Hie well-informed readers of the Weekly 
Register, and T. H himself must, I am con¬ 
vinced, have too much good sense to mis¬ 
take such miserable banter for argument, or 
A f*Ven for wit. I am by r.o means disposed 
1 to admit, that because ihf blockade of lbest 
does not appear to me a wise measure, the 
sincere tribute of praise which is justly due 
from the, and from every Briton to Admiral 
Cornwallis, bis officers, and seamen, for 
their indefatigable exertions in the perform r 
erice of this arduous duty, should, as T. H. 
asserts, " be rejected by them; " nor, do I 
believe they will. They who have shewn 1 
ao glorious an example of strict adherence 
to their duty, tinder the most trying ctrcutn- 
Btances^have too high a respect for naval 
atrd military discipline, not to know that 
their public conduct must never be directed 
by private opinion; and, that their merit 
Consists in their rigid performance of the 
orders they receive, though they may en¬ 
tertain very different opinions from those 
who issued them ; but whom, as their supe¬ 
rior officers, they are bound to obey .-—On 
this principle T H. will, I trust, admit, that 
th* gallant Admiral and his associates are 
equally entitled to the praise and admira- 
tiw\of those w ho approve, or oi those who 


catpare tm/0toate of blockading Brett. 
However we may differ in opinion respecr*- 
} the blockade, be appear* perfectly fo- 
coincide with me, in thinking an equal 
•number of ships to that of the enemy*’* fleet, 
is amply snfficient for this purpose,—-What 
then must be the opinion of his good friend* 
and allies tne ministerial Newspaper £di« 
tors, who always prelend to, and of course! 
ou^hl to possess, the most authentic iofot> 
mation, when they comfort us with the in- 
telligenop, “ that the enemy have njitjjtore • 
“ tliHBFS or 10 sail of the line fit for Sjgp'in 
" the outer harbour of Brest, while the' 
" blockading fleet consists of not less than 
" double the number." I believe, I am 
perfectly correct ' n stating, that no longer 
than three or four weeks ago, it was exult- 
ing/y announced by one of these ephemeral 
' chronicles of Britain's glory under the pre¬ 
sent administration, “ that the French had 
“ only nine sail of the line fit for sea in 
" "Brest harbour, though our- blockading 
" fleet consisted of twenty-five sail of the 
" line!" What a proud boaat for Britain ! 
How are the various * and memorable ex¬ 
ploits of Bridport, Cornwallis, Smith, War¬ 
ren, and a long list of illustriqpa heroes; 
how are even the immortal victories of the 
1 st of June, 1/94, of Cape St. Vincent and 
Campeniown, in 1797 , of Aboukirin 1798, 
and of Copenhagen in 1801, eclipsed by 
this transcendant emanation ot British glory 

in 1804!-Many however, there are, so 

blinded by prejudice, ns not to discover 
honour, or profit, nr any cause for exulta¬ 
tion, in this expensive, hazardous, and un¬ 
necessary display of naval superiority eft' 
Brest; from whence no attempt to invade 
England was expected ; while, on the South¬ 
ern, Eastern, jjjid Northern Ccmms, where 
invasion is to be oonftwually looked for, not 
only from the insolent menaces, but from 
the astonishing preparations* of the enemy, 
our naval force, to resist the premeditated 
attack is comparatively feeble and insignifi¬ 
cant. The fleet in the Downs, which has 
of late been considerably reinforced, at this 
time consists of vio more than eighteen sail, 
viz. two of 74 guns, two ot 64, one of 50, 
five frigates, two sloops, four gun-brigs, 
two bombs; to these may probably be ad¬ 
ded a few detached cruizers. The North 
Sea fleet, and the ships stationed along its 
extensive coast, are also greatly inferior in 
number to what they were in the last war, 
Thb increased'force of the invading enemy 
on the opposite coast, has been in the mean- 
timyapidly advancing, in an inverse ratios, 
to i ne dtramulioH of our*. At Boulogne 
aiyfie, the naval force is stated'til «oij?isEof 
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from ojie tfewand to twelve hundred ves- 
selspf different kinds; many of these ves¬ 
sels are said to be of considerable force and 
burden. From three to five hundred more 
are reported to be ready tor sea at Calais, 
Dunkirk, Flushing, and smaller ports on 
the coast, immediately opposite to Sussex, 
Kent, Essex, and Suffolk. To the above 
forge is to be added the considerable arma- 
inthe Texel, blockaded by the North 
Sea —The force in the Downs, which 

has hitherto kept that in the opposite ports 
abrttffr-tnentioned, (consisting of \iOO or 
) jtXJ vessels) in their harbours, or under 
their batteries, and done more thah could 
reasonably have been expected, must be 
totally unable to prevent this formidable ar¬ 
mament, or by far the greatest part of it, 
from reaching our coast if favoured by a 
cjtlm. In such a case, which in the approach^ 
ing season may frequently occur, our line 
of battle slops, fiigates, sloops, bombs, and 
even onr gun-btigs would be of little use 
in opposing those numerous flotillas, which, 
by means of their oars, would always keep 
clear of the range of their guns and shells; 
and, which tbqjjr could neither ohstiuct nor 
pursue. But, as this subject has been al¬ 
ready diseased by your various naval cor¬ 
respondents. and mv letter has exceeded its 
intended length, I shall conclude, by as- 
luring you, that I am. Sir, yours, &c. &c. 

BRITANN'ICUS. 



ANSWER TO Y 's DEFENCE OF’ THE 
ADMIRALTY., 

Sir,—I am much diverted with a letter 
[in the Register of the 31st of March last, 
p 470 ], signed Y, at <he top of which is 
written, with gteat gravity, " a defence of 
the Admiralty 1 ^npposg', Sir, with the 
same view as the painter of yore, put over 
his daubings, £ls is a tyger, that people 
might, at least, understand what it was 
meant to represent. The writer certainly < 
possesses a quality of which he entreats you 
to let him retain the exclusive possession, as 
he arraigns some of your correspondents for 
partiality, merely because they dare make 
that public board the object of their attack ; 
whose measures he flunks proper to defend. 
While you, Mr* Cobbed, set in your arm 
chair, like Cato, with the banc Mr. Y. in 
one hand, and the antidote Mr. X. in tire 
other. Really, Sir, jf I was not acquainted 
with your inflexible justice and integrity. I 
should be somewhat puzzled that you could, 
for an instant, admit into \ bur. Register, any 
thing which c:yi even le railed a drJfSrc of 
tyranny, ignorance, and oppression Tvse 


a«fhw4, worts.- qnd Mr. 

WW W*, general assertions « mit 
ment } but after the downright; 
have been stated in your former 
facts which have never been contradicts 
and which ifan inquiry into the state of the 
navy and tile administration thereof fig# 
been permitted, would have been proved •.#, 
by incontrovertible evidence, I am raihegf 
surprized at any person’s being hardy enough 
to send you a piece of paper of thena’ure I 
am now commenting upon. Mr. Y. talks 
of ” assertions without proofs,’’ and, in a 
few lines (afterwards, says, “ 1 assert from 
“ personal knowledge, that the business of 
f< the dock-yards never went on with mor$ 

” alacrity, cheerfulness, and economy, than 
"#)* present." I perceive, Sir, that he feels 
it very easy to assert, but the proof it 
rather' more difficult, and even through the 
optics of Mr. Y. I think, it would be hard 
to distinguish all he asserts. The ** alacrity** 
is,» indeed, such as we see practised by 
school boys, with an usher to attend them 
or by a gang of slaves, with an overseer** 
whip at their back ; and their cheerfulness 
reminds me more of that exhibited by a ma¬ 
lefactor on the new drop, than any thing 
else. As for economy, Sir, it is a fine 
word, but it is a vety rare and difficult vir¬ 
tue. If by economy, is meant mere saving 
oj present expense, no one will deny the Ad¬ 
miralty that merit) but it is a saving which 
will probably end in our ruin, in the dock¬ 
yards, there is neither timber, nor ma6ts, 
nor aitificers sufficient for the exigencies of 
the times. Your correspondent X. baa 
proved the first, and as to the last, at PurtSK 
mouth, whence Mr. Y. dates hia^ktt^r, 
there are actually, at this inomeni^ijytJty 
blacksmiths short of the usual number, ana 
200 shipwrights; nor can any of .them two 
valuable classes of men be induced by any 
'means to enter under tbe present regula¬ 
tions. That a great deal of money is saved 
in this manner, and by not paying for these 
necessary articles, may be tt ue; but, that 
it ^economy, I deny ; because, had the arti¬ 
ficers been retained, when they had them, 
or had the stores not been sold at tbe peacq, < 
or had been laid in when they were to be 
obtained at the cheapest rate, they would 
not be obliged to offer the exorbitant prices 
and accept of tbe contracts, which they must 
now do; and, instead of turning ships out of 
dock for want of materials, they would 
have been repaired and rendered fit for ser¬ 
vice } which, at present, they are not} and, 

I as for looking up with confidence for promt* 

I tfon to the present Admiralty, the shamie&t 
: example of Plymouth Yard i* too rqceph£. 
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WtteMttfM MjH^vrgire credits* 

M Sj^^iy body,' whose brother bap- 
to tbo^at Lord, is cer- 
btfcin bank and preferment over liis 
Majesty's veteran servants, although he 
spEs«ld never have served an«hour*in the 
j&iog’l Yards. Such, Sir, is the true picture 
(tf . 1 tne’:4wfk-yard8 J which certainly exhibits 
1 ipi^;;'j(ffl®srent colouring' to that painted 
His next aitide of defence 
54’ J * : ttW;'jnirgical establishment of the navy, 
ibyth^nrst place, every improvement in the 
SftMprtals, which he mentions, was the work 
of tibe former Board of Admiralty, the of- 
jfectg of which the present have endeavoured 
to perverf, mutilate, and destroy as much ns 
possible; for instance, •medicines, which 
were returned at the end of the war, as utlfit 
Jbr use, were repacked and sent on board 
ships destined tar foreign service : this may 
lie called “ economy." Dr, Baird was sent 
rottnd to see this economical plan put in 
farce, and by way of economy we must 
•Oppose a very great addition was made to 
Ms salary over and above that of his exalted 
jrf&ittan. This is one of those charges 
which we hope, with Mr. Y., will meet the 
public eye through a more authentic chan- 
The cruel and unjust treatment of Dr. 
BJane, of Mr. Bannantme and Dr. Aber- 
deur, and twenty others, will also, we hope, 
meet with a similar investigation, in whose 
cases a tyranny and cruelty" Will be found, 
IttyOttd perhaps the belief, and certainly 
feifwnd the feeling of an English public. 
Tfed encouragement of surgeons is less than 
■wfer, and the testimony of the whole scr- 
■tttop, wUl bear me but in asserting, that it is, 

1 ^4ylj ti^aiament r worse off, in that respect, 
ttumthASr it was. So much for the assertions 
aML Veracity of Mr. Y. As to the public 
■aer tit Lord St. ,V. no English heait 
wiH ever' forget hi* conduct off that Cape, 
from whence he derived his title ; but is the 
i»prHorious service of an officer, in one 
attention, full of health and vigour, a suf- 
fK$eaf proof of ability to qualify him for 
ai»ffs##ituation, especially when his mend 
•ndbody are debil t.ited with acute di-ease, 
aaf^atdisease perhaps the one of all others 
■ Wwpf.'f&dSt unnerves the springs of the hu- 
matt mind, ft is not Lord St. V. at sea; 
bat it it Lord St. V. on shore, at the head of 
, a* office where vigour, capacity, knowledge 
*■ of the service and of human nature com¬ 
bined, that is required, who is complained 
Of. It is Lord St. V. deprived of his 
ptenass and powers of mind, leaving his 
’ Ja the care and superintendance of 
ho have neither vigour, capacity,\ 
i of the service of human nature. 




of whqm ffrb public, have a rlght toi 
plain. Lard St. Vincent’s services hereto! 
as an admir&l, live in the grateful mind of 
every one, and those sendees have been 
amply rewarded by the highest rank, and 
the most liberal remuneration' that ever was . 
given to any individual at once. May they 
not, indeed, have been so great as partly to 
occasion every calamity we deplore I -Msy 
not that quick and irritable disposition, which 
is, perhaps, necessary, and, ind«iiB(t» } not 
much fejf in a fleet at sea, wherevigorous 
and eved harsh measures are the real sptipga 
of action and discipline ? May it not, on shore, 
have burst into violence and despotism, 
and set such an example to those whose 
education and physical endowments do not 
enable them to judge so properly as he does, 
so as to make them perfectly unfit for the 
‘management of a machine, where civilized 
life, where a due observance of forms, and 
where a thorough knowledge of human na¬ 
ture, in all its shapes, is absolutely neces¬ 
sary ? It is. Sir, to the want of these requisites 
in those to whom the common mechanism 
of this great machine is entrusted, that its 
component parts are disjointed and out of 
order;, but it is owing to Lord St- V. alone, 
and to that state of health, which, perhaps, 
has precluded his advice being given in the 
cabinet, that its secret and powerful springs 
are rusted, and that its effects, in every part 
of the globe, are palsied. Every day will 
bring in flesh proofs of this, and we have 
now been engaged in war only long enoogh 
to hear t '10111 our distant settlements, what 
havoc has bum made by t he total want of 
arrangement in the naval department. In 
the East-Indies, an epemy’s squadron ranging 
at large, without our own admiral knowing 
any thing of the war; which squadron was 
aitu.illy al anchor withM.be English one, and 
might have been taken possesion of, had he 
received the proper notice.'* In the West- 
Itidies, the whole of the coasting trade 
"annoyed and captured by the enemy’s priva¬ 
teers, without a single vessel of a proper 
description to check their depredations ; on 
the coast of Guinea, our forts or vessels 
taken by a handful of men and a few priva¬ 
teers, who are now cruising unmolested, and 
perhaps even now in possession of our store- 
ship, which sailed last month, as we have 
not a single ship of war on that station. "At 
home the enemy with a force capable of at¬ 
tacking and hourly menacing* our shores, 
and bidding defiance to the ships we have 
in the Channel, which ships are inadequate 
in numbers &■ well as construction to pro- -■ 
tect opr coasting convoys which are captured 
closy in our own batteries. This, Sir, is - 









tha ; trot picture twt overcharged,. ka’iJ&e 
trulif ,of which, every officer em/i/oy«f.will 
vouch for, except, indeed, such as can be 
gained to unsay their daily conversations, 
undo who have a son or brother to provided 
for. Now, Sir, Jet us look to that part of 
our force, upon which the ministers build 
their warlike fame; the fleet which is- said 
to be blockading the enemy's ports. Alas! 
Sir-! 'flattering as such a sound may be to the 
English ear; proud as we may feel our- 
uplygfi in having officers, whose perstvernnee 
j'fuey.ond all example, it is a sound Without 
meaning; it jp, as now carried on, the passing 
bell to the existence of our navy; the officers, 
the men, and the ships, will, and must sink 
under the constant harassing duty they are 
consigned to. Where are the ships to replace 
them ? The economy (that boasted watch-word J 
Which Mr. V. thinks will silence all tibser- 1 
vation) of the Admiralty has deprived in of 
the very means of doing it, and even, at the 
moment I am writing, news of the loss of 
our own line of battle ships, and of the 
escape of a part of the enemy’s fleet from 
Brest is announced. How long will this be 
borne ? Are we to sleep only to awake in 
death ? Ate the speeches and time-sen ing 
flatteries of Mr. Sheridan to be believed, 
before the undoubted, and unequivocal opi¬ 
nions of almost every officer of rank and 
knowledge in the navy ? I do not wish to 
be governed by the opinions of those, whom 
Mr. Sheridan accuses (as if it were their 
fault) of sauntering about upon half-pay, 
and eut of employment. No. Sir, I refer 
to the judgment of every officer of high 
rank, actually now in command, who (if 
Mr. Pitt’s inquiry had bgen acquiesced in, 
and had gone into the length it ought) 
would have stated their opinions, and base 
•tamped an authenticity upon them, whit h 
even Sir E. P. packed by Messrs. Tokeley 
and Day, could^iot have controverted. And 
then, what are we told? O! you must not 
presume to judge. No sea officer whatso¬ 
ever incompetent to set up his opinion in 
contradiction to the all-wise, alt*pr&vWenf, 
all-economical, and all-protecting measures 
of this great man. It is thus, Mr. Cobbctt, 
that we are to be delivered blindfold into 
the jaws of destruction, and if any man, or 
set of raert, whose profession, knowledge, 
whose habits of study, or whose enlighten¬ 
ed minds lead them to doubt the efficacy of 
the measures that are adopted, they are ac¬ 
cused of petulance, of disappointment. Sad 
of personal motives for their conduct. But, 
Sir, what it to be said if all.,these accusa¬ 
tions turtt out t» he true ? What is t\#e 
done, if, when iti* too late, the eyes of 



are opened to tbr* 
the verge of which they nrfV 
ing, hot actually falling into? * W? 
have time to repair the errors whifcfr' 
have been told of, .and w ill any, proceeding 
against‘*Lord*St. Vincent, or against otlierf 
who are too insignificant to think upon, 'MB 
any recompence for the danger and difficult 
ties, into which this country will be plunged 
by their neglect ? Neglect which every step 
they have taken since Mr. 1 Pitt’s motion 
proves ? Are they not now contracting for 
the very vessels which he pointed out, and 
which they decried as useless ? Are they not 
endeavouring to do every tjiing wjiich he 
stated, bur la a way, winch, at the same 1 
time that it points* out their acknowledge-., 
meat of the utility of his plans, marks their 
imbecility in the execution of them.*——I 
am. Sir, yours, &c. fkc. Ajibonaut, 


KAVAJ. IX'OKGJWjr.,, , 


Sir. —Mr. Addington makes agreatfebait, 

of the savings in the naval •department'll* 

the year lBu'J ; and attributes it, in a giresat 
degree, to the economy of the Admiralty. 
But, Sir, J will explain to you bow the sur¬ 
plus has been occasioned. In the first 
place, when the late Emperor of Russia laid 
an embargo on our trade, it was found ne¬ 
cessary to send to different pit* of the 
world for the article of hemp (the most ex* 
pensive commodity used in theyfrds). Which' 
was supplied at an enormous expense. Wien 
the embargo was taken of, in order that we 
might not be distressed again, the Navy 
Board deemed it pftulcnt to make immense 
contracts ; and in 180! and 1803, there wa« 
as much hemp received in the yards, as Was 
adequate to 3 or 4 years consumption, tjje 
amount of it was nearly a million anti '« 
half; therefore in 1 H' )3 , a very small quan¬ 
tity was '-outracled tor. In the next plijdi, 
tlj^ monies which were granted for the 
"maintenance of the 100,000 searbe$< &n£ 
marines, a considerable pail of whieii'lias- 
not toeeu expended, owing to the ships not 
having come in course of payment, it 
being always the custom of the service to 
have 0 months arrears due. Therefore, Sir, 
the surplus is not altogether to be attributed 
to the economy of the Admiralty, but in great 
measure to the causes which I have adduced!,' 
-1 am, Sir, yours. See. 


COMTLAJNTS OV THE JAMAICA COiONttTS,, 

* 

Sir,— tn vmir Register of the 
Mfcrch last, you allude to a message sent by -; 
the Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica th# 



coBBfrrs Weekly 

. Assembly their anstwfir'to it. You 
I* will now recede, enclosed, a paper, which 
may sferve as an explanation for their con¬ 
duct.—Yon vvill, however, observe, that 
the duty on the import into Great-Britain;, 
of l cwt. of sugar is now a£l. Us, instead of 
m as marked in the paper; and hence it ap¬ 
pears, that, supposing sugar to sell at s&3 per 


t&fci a duty is paid to Govefhraiientv'Of ,8>. 
in the pound, and more or less, according 
to the price of the sugar sold. You will 
judge from this, whether the Assertibly has 
^deserved the censure of the Lieutenant Go¬ 
vernor ; and whether the colony of Jamaica 
ought to lost the confidence of Great-Bri- 
lain. 
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Cwt. or 20 per cent, on Oltl Duty additional... 

cr Cwt. or 3 per Cent. Export Duty on ,£l: 2 :4 Supplies outward.. 

*r Cwt. to thePlantei provided Hum Crop will pay Island Contingencies, &c*. 

N. U. Theie is uotan Estate in the West-Iudics where the Hum pays its contingen¬ 
cies if it docs not make 400 I logsheads annual ly. 
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.There » nothing more true, than that the 
good* shipped from Great-Britain to the old 
British colonies, except what is shipped to 
'the Spanish main, or is sold to the Spaniards, 
itfhofrequent fbe free ports, and who pay 
fWthe same In mules, cattle, mahogany, and 
dwjtpojl'b or iu specie (the King’s troops, 
juSroi*y,>.4he annual trading, and other veV- 


100,000 


w -— 

sels, the custom-house officers, And'a few 
others excepted) must be consumed by the 
planters of the different articles and residents 
here. . There are no people here that live on 
nJnts. 'Arising from any other part of the 
world, but from what they gain la the 
islands, and if the produce of the soil does 
tif. give tb?m the means Sf paying for the 






























541 ] _ ,:>•»& 

goods imported, the. exportation tstWum 
front Britain mast cease. The principal ar- 
ticlesof export are sugar, runt, coffee, gin¬ 
ger, ^pimento, a small quantity of cotton, dye 

Woods, and some small articles.-It ap- 

pears by the Inspector General's books, that 
during the years 17D 8 > 1 799, and 1 SCX), the 
value of British manufactures exported to 
the old British colonies alone, in these three 
years, according to the Custom-house esti¬ 
mate, amounted to the sum of j£lO,683,120 

Tb«*sura divided by three 3,$61,700 

TliC convoy duty has proved the 
same, about 70 per cent, un¬ 
der the actual value, for which 

add. 2,493,190 

, Add supplies from Ireland. .*... 200,000 


Add freight and insurance 12 
per cent. 


0,254,890 

750,588 


££ 7 . 005,478 " 

If this amazing annual export was pro¬ 
portioned according to the relative value of 
the sugar imported from the old British co¬ 
lonies, with all the other produce received 
from them,*U would be found that the sum 
of 4,205,4011. attached itself to sugar alone. 

tint suppose of this 7,005,4/81. the Spa¬ 
nish and other trade, the King’s forces by 
sea and land, the trading ships and other 
vessels, the coffee, cotton, ginger, pimento 
planters, the cutlers of dye woods, the cus¬ 
tom-house officers, and others not connected 
with agriculture, consume of it 4,505,4/81. 
there then remains the sum of 2,500,0001., 
which annually attaches itself to sugar alone. 
—This being divided by 2,238,802 cwt. 
of sugar, the average quantity of that article 
imported in those thjge ye.ffs, by the In¬ 
spector-General's Books, makes the sum that 
attaches it Self ttg^ach 1 c.vt. it. 2s. 4d. 
consumed in British manufactures ; conse¬ 
quently the fixing the duty on East-Iudia 
sugar, jn the making of which there is not 
one farthiqg’i worthiof Biitish hymufacture 
consumed, at"only 2 s. perewy. more than on 
British coloiral sugars, giving a bounty of 
ih Os. 4d per cwt. on it, to ruin the culti¬ 
vators of it in,the West-Indies, and to starve 

the manufacturers in Biitain itself.--The 

same argument holds good with respect to 
the grower* of coffee, cotton, ginger, pimen¬ 
to, • and all the West India productions, who 
coosume the manufactures of Britain.— 
By^M*Arthur's Financial and Political Facts, 
the whole exports from Great-Britain in the 
years # 


, 1798 was ■" 

1799 - 35,991,3920^ 1 

1800 - 35,990,000 0 0 :v 

7) 105,573,169 o O $ 

Making J?35, 191 ,056 6 8 the ave* 
rage annual export of those three years. 

During the same period the exports to 
the old British West-lndia colonies alone is 
found to have been 10,685,1201. one- 
third of which taken as the av.eiage, gives 
3,561,7031. 13s. 4d. of annual expoit to 
those colonies, being nearly one-tenth of the 
whole*export trade of the mother country, 
or as ££ 9.88 is £^ 100 . * • 

3,501,706.6^)35.191,056.333 . 


*£ 9.8 80 


SIERRA LEONE PETITION. 

Sir%—I \enture to submit to your recon¬ 
sideration the observations on the petition 
of the Sierra Leone Company. They appear 
to me not to be stated with your usual ac¬ 
curacy. I understand you thus: if the co¬ 
lony at Leone be supported, this country 
will incur the annual expense of 10,000).; 
if it be abandoned, that expense J WiIt be 
saved. The first statement is true, the se-- 
cond is, in my opinion, inaccurate..———The 
majority of the inhabitants of this Colony, 
consists of Maroonsapd Nova Scotia,negroes, 
who have everrclaim upon this count^ far 
protection, and who, injustice, must be sup* ! 
ported, whether the expense shall he 10 or 
20,0001. a year. “£he story of the Maroons 
is so recent, that every otic is familial"with 
the nature of their claims: some ,of your 
readers may not so well understand those of 
the Nova Scotia negroes. These people 
were the shoes of the Americans, and, in 
the American war,• fought with us against 
their masters. From that country they wera 
•removed to Nova Scotia, and thence, by 
permission of the Company, to Sierra Leone. 
The jvitnesses who are ex|nained as to the 
expense which must be incurred in remov¬ 
ing, and resettling, and maintaining tho 
negroes and Maroons, in case the colony,; 
should be abandoned, state, that, in ibdm, 
opinion, the expense of such a proceeding*' 
will amount to fall or nearly the aifrnwf 
sum required by the Company. If ($5.? 
evidence be correct, it appears, that, at. 
though the colony should be abandoned, yet 
we must incur a very great expense j this 
part of the colony must be maintained 
somewhere; and $e point for- judgment,’ 

1 i « 







jetbis; bow, 
'ittd ^n^jpt expense shall be in- 

' cftrred. Shall tw'i^joney be expended in 
. removing these jaopie to some more favour- 
fjlble ippt, with ail the hazards and difficul- 
, tie* of 4 , establishment; ,or, shall the 

CQptJejr be to the Company, and the 
negroes and Maroons be suffered to remain 
where they ere; with the advantages of an 
established government, limited, indeed, and 
Imperfect, but certainly better than np.go- 
vernment at all ?-Inhere is, ? ,behind, ano¬ 

ther question, not of easy solution 5 with re- 
■ dfect to the place to which the.negroes and 
Maroons are to be removed, indeed, a*varie- 
.Jty of considerations press upon my mind; 
but 1 will not trespass, further upon you: 
the events.which have, occurred in St. Do¬ 
mingo, and the spirit which is rising in.-Jfa- 
maica, give Additional interest to the nature 
of our connexions with the coast of Africa. 

R. 

A ... 

- <» 


CONSPIRACY AGAINST BUONAPARTE. 

Hepvrt tf the Chief Justketo thf First Consul. 

‘ cimtit '.«IUT consul.— —I think it my duty 
to separate from the information respecting the 
Vile conspiracy, which public justice will shortly 
. Wintf Jt9 $iiff>ljc view and punish, those pieces of 
iadifow correspondence, which, in this great 
-,e Jhir,' aW> as Ur as concerns the police, is hut 
; but| in >** political point of view, seems 
to me of a pltare that cannot tail to open the eyes 
df RffMipe-tp the despicable character of the Eng- 
tb* meauoefiaf agents, aod the 
’ expedients it has tec nurse to, for aicom- 

An English minister is accre- 
bordering on France: the man- 
jjiefc.vf the people attach distinctions and priv- 
Wt to this place, and not without reason. The 
Jtttdfnee of a Foreign Minister is every where de¬ 
signed for chj? ascertaining and maintaining those 
bonds Of friendship, confidence, and honont, that 
1 unite.-States, and whose preservation constitutes 
the Jjlby of'a government, and the hapi'inrss of 
the people.—e-But these are not the views o: the 
diplomatic agent* of the British government. I 
•hall Jay beloie you, Citizen Consul, the direct 
ebttrifpondeiiCc which Mr. Drake, the English Am- 
hatsadotro rife Elector of Bavaria,has held for these 
4morfths with agents sent, paid, aod employed by 
.hb»f%^irAt(»ttoi‘thaRepublie: This correjipoti- 
djepc^puttsts o/'w original letters, written in his 
OwVlumd.—J shall also lay before you the instruc- 
liunl which that gentleman is charged to distri- 

« ‘'^'.agents, and an authent c account of 
libitady paid, and e>f those promised, as 
lUrajjCrncnt and reward^of crimes, which 
test laws'eyeCfwiharepunish with death, 
instruction, y 0 §' Nos^ 3, 5, 7, snd 9, of 

eapoadcnce.j—1t was not as the represen- 
if .‘his Sovereign tint Mr. Crake came to 
, -with tb'e title of Plenipotentiary. This 
if merely his ostensible character, a pretence for 


register 

seai^bim: the gepnine oh 
to iceruit Jpr agents of in trie 


SGIStER, 

fcMine object of hiimsmtaa » 
is of intrigue, revolt, ahd|t§t»»- 


trality and the dignity of the Kovf.wMta'Jm »<* 
sides.—11 Is premtncd, though Mr. iJrskc appear* 
ostensibly u a puMic rharitCler,hii is in teiiny 
(as his private instructions prove) the secret di¬ 
rector of English machinations on the Continents 
the sinews of whi. h are gold, corruption, the fool- 1 
ish hopes of tltose concerned in the plot, and of 
ail the ambitious people in Europe, His atm is 
plainly pointed out in the ig articles of instruc¬ 
tions with which Mr. Drake furnishes his agents, - 
and whirfn foim the first of the pieces added to 
this report.—Nos. s, 7, 8, 9, and 13 of these. in-<. 

!mictions, arc sufficiently lemarkablr.——Art. 4, 
The principal point in view being the overthrow 
nt the present govt., one of the principal means of 
accomplishing this is, the obtaining a knowledge 
of the plans of the enemy; for this purpose it is 
of the utmost importance to begin by establishing ' 
a c mespondence in the differ nt bureaus, for the 
obtaining paiticul.tr information of all the plauf, 
both as to the exterior as well as to the interior. 
The knowledge of these plans suggests the best 
mode of rendering them abortive, and the want of 
. success is the most effectual means of discrediting 
the government, the firs', and most important 
step towards the end proposed.—/. To gatu oVer 
those employed in rite powder-mills, so as to be' 
able to blow them up, as occasion may require, 

-S. It is indispensably necessary to pin 

over a certain-number of printers and engraven, 
thatinay tie relied on, to print and execute every ’ 
thing that the eonfcdeiacy tnay stand in need Of. 
—9. It is very much to he wished, that, a -perfect 
knowledge may be gained of the situation of the 
different parties in France, and particularly in Pa¬ 
ris—13. It is-Well understood, that every means 
most be tried to dismganize the armies, both in 
and out of the R>public.— 1 Thus you see that the 
real objects of Mi. Drake’s mission arc to bring 
fire and flames into the Republic, to blow up the 
powdci-mills, to procure trusty printers and en- 
graveis for the purposes of foigtry, to penmate 
into the heart of every assembly, to arm one party 
against the other; anfi, in fine, to disorganise the 
armies. But, happily, this evil genius is not so 
powerful in its uv.aus, a* it is fertile in illusions 
arid sinister projects; v. -re it otherwise, there 
would be an end of society. - Hatted,-craft, gold, 
and a total indifference as to u, means employed, 
aie neither wanting to Mi Drakes^n the immo¬ 
ral policy of the govt, wha-e agent Reds. . Bur they 
do not possess jipwer enough to shrike the organi¬ 
zation of Fmgfce, which M of the strongest na¬ 
ture, having its foiiudnio&dn the fBectione of 30 
millions of citizen $, cemented together by their 
joint strength and interest, and animated by the 
wisdom and genius of the govt,—Those who con- 
eidertiptbing of atiy value besides gold, whose only 
abilities consist in low intrigue, are not able to 
conceive the strength and power of a combination 
of circumstances, the result of to year*-of suffer¬ 
ings, and 10 years of victori«,of a e^fieuttfeaeeOf 
eve'fyft and of the cst iblishmeptaf andbUt nation, 
founded on the dangers ami efforts of a glorious , 
wS&dnfc* ferrible rcv 0 lutin».-^v-m (hewiibtbf ' 
thfrit' elaki, Mr. Drake aces nothing hit oppor- 



puKished by R. Bagshaw, Bow Street, Cov&t- 
al6o by J. Budd, Crown add Mitre, Pkll-Mhfl. 






»teri.‘'—Ttt«i»%t« pielectee fofc exercising bis o>‘ 
meatienjeaVeni^ 'ES thsiovertbrow of France. But : 


verse of fortune.—“ learnestlyrtquc* 




ttWtm«etoh*W «hen»Wt^ w^diU *t*Mj* , '*»fo» (Moaicb, « FeV. i804, Wo.Vi ***'$& 
t&e nearest to iMt-Irttw , Wtd matnbote a abort address to the army, MnS» 
*Ieri.“—ThbttlVp'etei»ce ft* exercising his «:-" diaidfy (bojh tofoe officers and soldiers.) !$li» 

.mQ*yeadeaypbi%.->~p. thl.©v«tbro.w pf France. But main potnt is to gain partisans m the army) Mr A, 

hft.means a OS'no,better tban his right.—He has ', am thoroughly persuaded, that it is through; foa l 
agent*in whom he dares not confine. His doubt- axmy alone phat one can reasonably hope to ,aasil> 

fttfporrespondeiltj write tohint vi* Swisscrland, the change somuch desired."--How v,fa» these'. 

Wrtshorg, KeWi'Offenbupg, and Munich. ‘ Hr «»s hopes were, is sufficiently fcharacterued by the 
sii&sUerils in these.cities, to take especialesfe of strikingunanimity that prevails every where, new 
: tpscetretpondencm. He makes use ogforged pais- that the danger is diacovered with Whichf ranee 
joAttf. fMoi iacIof ’hctitioua names, of -SVmfolthe- . was ■menaced.—But the attempt to commit » 


fttfporrespondeiltj write tohint vii Swisscrland, the change somuch desired."--How v.fa» tfceljv- 1 

Wrtshorg, KeWi'Offenbupg, snd Munich. ‘ Hr «»s hopes were, is sufficiently characterized by the 
sii&aUerils in these.cities, to take especial <s*ee of strikingunanimity that prevails every where, sow 

: tpsceteetpondencm. He makes use ogforgee ass- that the danger is dtscoveredwith Whichf ranee 
spdrtf, (No: %Mof‘fietitioua names, of yyrqjliathe- , was.menaccd.—But the attempt to commit *f’ 
tie felt* ffJtn.%); These *« the modes w&osamu- erupe, \M bare Idea of which is ap. outrage fobu- 
n ieatiim tWoughwhichhetrapstoifa his ideaa.pro-, inanity, arid the execution of which Would not only ■ 

tats, and rewards; and, by- these means, he js tawfeceA a national Calamity, but, I.may add, a 
tiff firmed Of the schemes piannedbybi* orders for twamity for all Europe, demands ndt only a Kpp ■ 
raising Insurrection, in the first pitep, in ^depart- ration for the past,;l>ut a guarantee. Air the future. " 

menu; (No.!?), for rat«»g*Xn »rtnyi increasing y—A sqiitary, scattered banditti, a prey to want* 

the numWrorf fhe dis^fieC^, aitdwvkrthrowing without harmony, and without support, is always'. ‘ 
the Con*ulilr:Oovt.—'l%ese.e^»tr and promises weaker than the laws which are to ponlshjr, or 

•aretoo rtfd,'aad; the vile Suisfekablft methods ciff- the police which ought to intimidate if. gut."if 

ployed are. rondiaproportiOnate to tho difficulties they have the power of uniting, if they could do*-' 

Of the enfCrpriee, to give any, uneasiness as to respond with each other, and the brigandaof otbetf’ 

thtif success. But it T* wot with regard to what crufttfies, if in a profession the moat hoeouraSiuS. 

may occasion fear, nor with aview.pr punishing,, of ml, inasmuch as ffce tranquillity of Empirrs, 
thar the operations of that fottrifirarrangement, rhehonour pf Sovereigns depend thereon, tfota' 

called the polkyttetst it* principal object is, not should be found ipen authorized to make pie 0#*" 

aloneto preyenterWes as tbit of the exterior is ' all the power their situation affords, to practls*/' 
toepnfine atnbitipn,. but (O remove even,tlie very vice, corruption, infamy, and villainy, and to raise 

occasion of-yi'ce and' weakness.-In those coun- from out of the refute of human nature, an afpty £ 

tricsftiat aadthe'best governed, there are always of assassins, rebels, and forgers, under the com*, 

to be.foaud'CMtafo prtsdns whosufFer themselves mand of the most immoral and most amhitious of 

tu be led astray' by a sort of iooate inconstancy. all government*, .there would be no sefority fo--■ 

Ifl th(S’ best fegdl»ted commonweajtha ibefe #re to Europe for the existence of any m, foe pubtio 

be fottnd perverse and weak men. It' his always. morality, rmrevcofor the cmuinuaucc ot the priu- 

been ooUvlUered^hy thy predecessors as f a ditty to ciples of crViliaation. It is not my duty to t%eust. - 

watch'bker.sueb persons, not in the vain hope of thie means you may possess to secure',Eutopf|.'hy / 

rendering them gobd, but .to'tipp the develope- guaranteeing her agatuft suyh content 

merit‘of their vljwty'afcd as, on'this head, ali.fctvi- mys^f withlnformingahd proving trpyl* ' s ’hafth^w ■ 

lined nationshavethe same interest to watch over, exists.ai Munich an Englishman, c..]te<iijraif, , jn- 

and l% 4 i|me duty ro fulfil, it has always been a vetttf with a diplomatjc character, whin, ptpbkhg 

received, pjarhn that no. govt, should suffer a of this guise, and of the vicinity of that |s':tce,'tfi- 

standard tph« created, around which hirelings of recta dark and criirtlrial efforts to this hcart of ifau 

every coOttfryhc profession might gather, for the Republic; who recruits for agents pf ^ptruptlph T 


cruptries, if in a profession the most houourablUS.. 
of ml, inasmuch as the tranquillity of Empiyrs.4^§- t .' 
rhe honour of Sovereign* depend thereoh, thtot' 
should be found men authorised to make tpe of 
all the power their situatinn atfords, to pntctjfd/' 
vice, corruption, infamy, and villainy, and to raw' 
from nut.of the refuse of human nature, go atPiy £ 
of assassins, rybcls, and forgers, under the torn*, 
mand of the moSt intmoral and most atphitious of 
all government*, .there would he no security in ■;/-■ 
Europe for the existence of anys’B'e,, fm pubtio 
morality, nor even-for the cmuintiauce ot the.pritt- 
ciples of ctVilkaticm. It is nnt my duty tot%eus*. ■ 
the means you may possess t.> secure' Eutopr,. pf 
guaranteeing her against such dangcA. ' j cofttent 


vniPtma* tnpuiui on &*xigi«f>|jui»u f 

vestal with a diplomatjc character, who; p^lsSsj; 
of this guise, and of the vicinity of ihat place, di¬ 
rects dark and crinflnal efforts to the hesfgt Of tfao 


standard Who created, around which hirelings nf rects dark and crinflnal efforts to this hcdriof Ifao 
every coOttffyoc profession might gather, for the Republic; who recruits for agents pf <ptrupt^pa’ 
purpose^plaritjjng a general disorganization, and andiybcllton; who resides beyrtnd the kjvjrfe-sbf 
much lesi shouHTmey permit, Bn infamous school the town, that bis agents ma haVc acceiii to-'UiA' 
of bribety, and recruitiog. fO thc picjudice at without shamg, and depart v^MKb^tbgmROXM^ft , 

once of the fidelity, codstancy, affections, and con- and who directs and pays men.iti I’eance. enaf^st 

*cienccofth«citi|(jfns^-M«;. praktf hjulan agency s by him with paving the Wait? kh A hVClfhro.w..pf 

at Paris; hut wtSjftf'Ministers, ; fhe irisirumcnts of ^he govt.-This ncw-ApecicSof ennit,escaping, 

discord, anj exeftcrs of mischief,'like him, may from itdoatutcy^ordiparyyneatisof suppressi*s f 
also haveagt^Wk*- j.Mr. 6i4Se#S^hfgc«krr«spon-v i must 

dence, unma^'41'ri^'*hAi''d»«;.H%aiice, by ' /jwWrf to the upipisking it to yok, and pointlnE 


put.ro you at the r Aaf ll ?5 ! thd'e^erewtjfirfiplK,.' 
atafhees, and coasequeaces. Healtk and respe^i ' 

,, iNST»tjcT»ov« Given to it. a. f,t.- ii«EffiS f 
The substlqce of these insi r'nctlops' i 1 jWfgMfe 
lows t—rrl. 9>.‘l* mast' immhiiat^K fiM ln 

Francks.anti, without penetrating 
must'find aq oertnftpjilty of cou w rsfa^wHtaBR' 
assotiafee, whom hemust.iiifoini 1 lut,* , 
highest, opinion of their prudeoc^, v ;the pTOB*Wti; 
their bsteatioa*, and their patiiotjiitt, thj%mii|»e' 


*xi stance of any other spei^ty besides your*. Bat 
1 repeat to you, (he 'obscryei-'ltt several pla&es) 
ihat if there -does, t do pot doubt but that your 


friends will tl 
-not to ejnlui* 
- lervi cjpBw fi 

ofHfojjiiroi 


the neccssary measurcs, not only. 
1 one anrtthcrj hiit to be mutually 
,cl» othwi” Ih fitjSt, he adds, (Mu- 


!mod, « is SUffici|»»e that you are all rrady to thetp to overthrow the 
toJf*.,*tue checcl, —Pursuant jothis'system.'on . , Fr^ffibltion; to choose the.form 



13} wip a bfutaifury, and woi thy 
ipfk—lir'is of very little con.se- 


|c beast it 
kp.tbat you 


very tittle eon.se- tneir iptentions, ann their patriotism, tpe&ma 
i* Wought tn the • forhtjjied wilh pecuniary assistiyee, '<}&£■' f| 
su afe all rr any to theiuto overthrow the preseojf* 


r |ne»as or cxtric^i 
qo ^orfail to mai 


tthfafSthem;’* » a-jg^w^piap.wjth his ayfo^tir^t^fo^ 

Sktpkfmt to 4fe. ft/pqt lOrf. { ■' :r M 







jfl'bt particulars ns to «jgfeierftioe * c ^ 

She* intend weeMtJt^y Ap****® 4 ™ 

of the tunable expense, without losmg sight or 
< economy.— 3 ., The probable period when it may 
l»e necessary to advance the sum in question,-- 
HI. M. L>. L. will remit 50 ( 3 1. sterl. to enable them 
to commence their operation* t sVUciieycr the” sum 
is expended, or nearly so, the »atne amount will tie 

again furnished by W. D. L.-IV. U ,' v • ’ 

that a bulletin should be made out of all these in¬ 
teresting events that occur, on which the I rene 
j;»p< rs are silent, as also of all those that take 
place in the sea-ports and rite army. The asso- 
-dtttesf to give a vtry exact account of their hopes, 
andthe success of their operations. Uiesr bui- 
lain* must be numbered very exactly, thv, in case 
it,shoul.l happen that any one of them should,be 
mislaid, or witluliawn.it maybe immedutelTper- 
etiyed, and notice given to the society.—"' 11CSC 
, .bulletins must also be wiitten according to the na¬ 
ture of tlieir contents, partl^with hbck'irfk.and, 

• partly with sympathetic ink, for which M. U. 1 .. 
will give them the receipt.—Those of which part 
is to be wiittc.ii with sympathetic ink, will lie 
inarktd by a small spot of ink, made as rf.hy 
ebaucc, at the top of the first page of the letter. 
It is absolutely necessary that M. D. b and his. 
Associates procure the means of b tin S inform* 11 ot 
' «vcrv thing interestiug that passes in the depart- 
menfs of the different Ministeis, as well as in the 
Senates in Council, in the interior of the palace, 
&c., for should, these bulletins not be exact, con¬ 
fidence might take the alarm, ami be weakened. 

V. M. D. L. will be himself the cehlte point of 

thecoirespondcncc.-VI. As soon 

' 1 US agreed with his Companions on all »hese 
points,he shall immediately go to the place ol I ts 

destination. , 

A601TI0SS TO Tilt INSTRUCTIONS. 

.1. It appears mure e igible, that M- D. t. should 
CO to Parij, io^the environs, where the police" . 11 
■ have it lets' Ih th.ir power to watch one who 
kttbws bow to conctai himtelf, lhan to any other 



Of the diffcttent project*, »■**#£; 

Kd most importalBtsUTte 

removal of troop*, vessels, those ; £ 

the military prcparatioBS.—The ltlpew to head 
dressed to a friend,at Strasbutg, »“dfromthe«« 
to be brought by him * t^te Po^-Office « KebUp- 

Kn^on .he* bff of"one or 

SUFSbU ^'yssJE*?. \ 

hSiaMtan-IS*" .ml Co. 
with a letter signed with the name of some book- 
sfltei 4here tlwy»iU request the correspondent 
*0 forSd it to Mr. D. These correspondents 
beine inthe habit oS executing commissions for 
M D will never have the smallet* .suspicion " f 

Jhc affllr these.being-common art^m.rade; 
l&t this must never V done, excepwben threts • 

« great deal to, write, pt when the^aKSUty P* 

pe 8 r would otherwise he so c0 "‘l’then 
awaken suspicion at the Post-Office, *nO. tnen 
Mi II must {*informed of if by letter. This man- 

the paicels wiU always be, maraen ,n. « 
letter for Mad. Franck, or MessM. Pape icr. . W- 
Ca c must be taken to fotniSh ‘ 



ffTlAKCS B ll%v' •* *** --, * 

Stl*pfctoO wh*ch may arise fint# coming and going, 
and the car.iage of letters, which may alv. event 
wally. he intercepted. It is also much better t 
spraktd each person separately, a* the frecdomo 
cuu'versation’arfnWs of much which might i.ot so 

conveniently becoiOttvitred to wrinng.- u - 1 ne 

f* object of M. D'.'L ’* journey being (he ovcillm.w , 

■, ” af the prrseut govt., the best fluftisot effecting it 
Ht toobt.iin a kliopUdgc oftbe plan of theeneroy. 
iSr ihis nufpoiv.it 1- 01 the utmrst consequences 
.•stabbsh^' condJeiijlal correspondence m 11 the 
djffcr&rofitoes, for gaining an exact knnwUiige«of 
jffb’ribuis, Both within and wiihoit the Fa pub* 
lie.' .*Ci»e knowledge of these plans will furnish 

rhjWafftteaHSi-fdere.il, and tlieir failure is a cer- 

t«ja Trteans df di-criditiag the govt , the Inst and 
'a in<i»i ifftnmtarrt step towards the end tUsirtdt for 
y ftuauH nust*.he dcvjsttl t.Hrqtam^ccr- 

tafaXittllicence in the S^ci of War and Mimic s 
rWiCe^' as also in those of Foreign Affair* .ana 
\Vor<hip> meaivS must also he lotirifl 10 
1 t-aow wltai paspe* jp the Secret t-oniuvuec, Whieu 
* }j.f«fppos«d t.) be catablished at St. c } 0 *h*£ 
coaTpflMd of theConsul’s most tonfidei.tnl rtiettos. 

. 'i'ljese no;ires nughr to be given in t,he form ut 
udfleitius. a-reK>ii'i" to the in-truft 1,00s, of WO. 
Vrcsidcht of theXloit'Kottee. and «ent,>wt$biin P 05 ' 
sib'.e esjp.diti6'i to M. L». 'D.akc; iti the, manner 


xnoear and Which will not be liable to.*ny sus- 
nielou *_IV. To reader the correspondence more 

recure', fictitious names must be Used, 

1 ’ ini'* alsi fdr th^ nanus ol l«c 

the symivi.nettc ok, «K* nr ^ ^ ac . 
towns, which must nc „ ... ; 

vei v exactly obsetdi the order of the oumbir of 

the*lit si series,>s i f one l '%t 

Which isdeteUigible must l>e rcia 

i commefee,’ or the arts" aW^cience', and 



£SSffiSs=* 

ffm can occasion.the U»t si.sp.c.ub. at.d mu.t 
Write his private^fntctions 
£ rckc? buote.itthe end of * 

E^gSSaes 

ciates, buvfover those cm^A ibf^powag 

mills, for the p*!^ of blo^tlmm 
he found convenient.—W; 
usp^'ts take Vtttf pay 

t vers, who can beedWl, for 1 P“ ^ —rfV 

| big what the a.socitti^ seeg^arya-r**. 



informed;' 

4 *tt uirdath of B,—X^?®rtl>e 

Assent* WpXlk& tP in iheOqfo* 

tobfipl ■ 

%gwii atJpptiiU ionrttijcig certain isknown 
-&5 t« the intentions oTfbe fting, and the genial 
disposition Of the people, after which; hew in- 
strucnons -ttMUt he seat, tending to the proposed 
end ( hod whiehtnunt be calculated according to 
, tin token* referred,——XI. The greatest etrtutn- 
tpeciimr must he used, particularly in'tlic first 
fBOVttneiUi, nod in ndt speaking wr.'iont the 

S pat cut res«w, to avoid the trea#hery «f-false 
feihrc&,4ii% might profit thereby, to,lay claims 
•to ‘.ike favrwrtsf thegovt. In no caiemust any 
thing be optsfided, except tri-men of the greatest 
prudence: -'’One mean* .of.io^nding the r; ifalon 
of doubtful persons, unathraUY to observe that, rf 
it is impr.-sibte to have a Republic, it seems more 
simple, and just, to rest',,* the ancient royalty, 
than to demote otic's self anew to thedespotism of 
a.strangefc-k—XII. M. D.sdvises M.D. L. not to* 

• leave France without pressing necessity, on a’c- 
. coun*’of'tb*'difficulty of, passing and repassing 
the ffontiefs.' i —XU1. It is well understood, that 
ail possible weans must be tried to disorganize the 
armies, both within and without the Republic*— 
XfV. Endeavours must be made, trifpriablish a t 
mote direct corrcspcndenccwith England, hy way? 
of Jersey, or from sotnc point of the Fyfcnch coast. 
Some way might also be found to establish a cor¬ 
respondence :i/M Holland and Embden. In the 
meanwhile, when any thing very interesting oc¬ 
curs, the letters tpay be addressed to Mr,, Har¬ 
wood, under cover to Messrs. Heruerger and Co. 
at Unrum t but as this way becomes wore uncer¬ 
tain, care must then be taken to seud a duplicate 
to M. D, in case it shonld be possible to commu¬ 
nicate wiih the Commander of Jersey, f.T. D; L. 
will wri'cVndar a fictitious name, and the Gover¬ 
nor of Jersey wilj receive his instructions from the 
English govt.-——XV. M, I). L. will give M. D. as 
soon as'possible, the address which MID. must 
use in writing tohira at Paris.—XVI. M. D. L.mtm j 
address the lelters for the present to Mr .VAbbt 1 )<- ■ 
/'tint, otmcUlt 'ecclcsiattique a Munich.—XV 11. M. D. L. 
will acquaint M.-D. witlt ^he marks by which he 
may understand the paragraphs published in the 
£itoycn Francis.—-XVllh^In case it tliould be 
necessary to send aw. of the associate.! M. D. 
notice of tammtjet giventp himbeforehant), and * 
hissnswiPmu^Tb* waited for.at Augsburg, in 
which M. D, will appoint the place of rendezvous. 

BEAL SAM** Ot MRSOSS, imjTMOUS NAMES* 

i'/t..-; fl^y, 

Mt<Ab«t. >Alternately. 

> . 1 1 Aul»ry, , J (, 1 

• • v ' .|4 VIT*«d. I 

M.DVL: < Dubard. >Alternately. 

. |.i,egr»nd. J 

Augereau,.,. ,.-M.Pc Ulster. 

Berthicr.. , i^i ..... M.pumhry. 

BournouviUc.M. Besse. 


Buonapadd.. 


.. M. Loiielet. 


Saoi.ajjsrtdfMadame].. Madame Justine. 
&i-;s»pttt^|lArcieo]... C. August*. 
BuonsparH {Joseph],. ,.C. Haumoqt. 
Charlesf Archdukejv... M. Douyct. * 

■Cead*{Prlnce of],..:.M. Clement. 
Etapmof of Germany. .>. M. Rissac. 

Em perse of Russia....M, Bpucliereau, ‘t 

tftvlirrmann,......... ,.M. Morin. 

Iibsds EVI[L.......... M. hacodre. 


,;Masse»a-f....w.;MT. AMfitnft>.vA' 

''-More# .-.. Hihsms, 1 • 

Fichegru,........ M. Rauvaigne. 

.Talteyrapd .......M. Grenier. . 

RSAIKAMXS or entss. ricTITteOl 1 NA« ; **i* - 

Arboi*.Douay. - 

Basil_♦.Meta. VA *W 

Besamjon......llloir. 1 -Vt 

• Bolognc .. Rhtims. A r 

Chambery .Tours. ' * 

Corse (T.a)..The Upper Palatinates 

Ferrara. .............. Perpignan. 

Florence.Berlin. f\ 

Geneva..Besancon. 

J.andau ....Moos. 

Leghorn...Saumnr. i 

.. Lqpdon . . .Bourdesrux. 

Lydhs,..’.Rqpnes. , 

’Matttua.Montpelier. 

Milan...Ingohtad. 

•Modena..... Nantes. 

Naples...Dresden. 

Paris .. • Chalons. 

R hyn [The]. ■ Le Village. 

Rome.Luhec. 

Strasbourg!).Toulouse. 

*Turin.Epernay. 

Venice.Ulm. 

Vetona.Passau. 

Vienna ..Florence. 

real NAMrs op oXjects. fictitious names , 
Ambassador ...... ...The Wax; , 

English [the governmentjM. Jacob. 

Money ..The Basis. 

Armistice .. The Chariot. 

I.egi'.lative Body.The Physicians. 

. Com icr [the].......... The Merchandize. 

|act>bin [a].A Man bf Letters. 

insurrection [an] ...... A Manufactory. 

Letters or Dispatches .. The Nt-Wspapen. 

Officers [Hie].The Domestics. 

Peace ft he].. The Post. > 

Police [the] .M. Jailleu- ■ , , 

■Piefect [the].t.. M. Lambert. . 

Proclamation [a] ...... A Drummer. / , 

' Rc-estab. of Royalty [the] The New Calendar. 

King [the]...The Resort. 

Conservative Senate [the]The Bank. . 

Soldiers [the].The Labourers. 

Tribunate [tlir].. The Artists. . '• 

Three Consuls [thi].... The Family. 

Provinons [the] . The Utensils- 

[The agent, M. t>> L. having been sept froW ' 
England to Bavaria, there to receive Mr. Drake'* 
instructions beforche ctimmepted his pperitiods, 
.announced to him Ly a not* fata Arrival at Mu* 1 
nfth; to which ,bt received an answer, which,we . 
think highly proper to print, because it is wrif^V 
in hii own hand, and signed by him; and because 
the whole of’the, following correspondence^whlch' ' 
we hcre mesent to our readers, is from the’ 
hand:' 1 •' •' 

Sia,^-I alb extremely happy to hear of ybur, 


o’clock wilt be convenient toypu. Yortrs, &e', • 

- Munich, Friday wcm. ; ' »«ANcSS »**itl. 

agent being Arrived in Paris, imtnedimely 
sasv ttuuhcre was uothiogtfl^e done i however, 
- Imdid npt cease to supply Mt. Drake with /crier« 
and bulletins ter, his money, but he Also let the 
police into tbe secret of tbis correspondeice ] 
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[COJUftffHiPtNC* J No..I, 30th Qd. 180?. 

jtnave'just receivedyottr’-x ofth e 24th arid I 
congratulate you heartily «n‘your safe arrival in 

8 rod health at Toulouac [Sifwl-urgh]. I hope to 
tve some news of Mr. Lnisclet [Buonaparte] 

‘ loon, as 1 (16 nor doubt your being now at Chalons 
jfPam.]—There is nothing in your fetter which 
• requires any observations of mine, except touch* 
& ing the money. ,On tbii subject I brg you to ie- 
* collect, that i requested of you to give me before¬ 
hand an estimate of your probable expenses. You 
received at Bourdeaux [London] before your de¬ 
parture, 5001. for the general wants of the asso¬ 
ciation, too I. for your travelling expenses, itc. to 
the 15th Nov. to which ! have added 501. making 
together 7col. Before this is expended, you will no 
doubt send me the particulars of your expenditure 
for my gov. and you may depend upon mypifijc- 
tualfty.—1 have this’moment received a letter for 
you .from our president, under date rith Oct. of 
which 1 here transmit you the fcopy, not choosing 
to run the tislc of sending yob the original. I dp 
not understand it, because there are cyphers in 
it, to which you have given me no key.—-You 
may very easily cause minutes of letters to be 
taken, being attentive to whom you confide this 

important truM-You will do well to intorra, 

your friend at Toulouse [Strasburgh] .that when he 
cakes my letters to the Post-office, he will do well 
to bum the covers.——I have just made tiial of a 
new way of writing, which consists in dipping t.ie 
pen alternately into the sympathetic ink, and a 
.glass of water.' By this means the writing is not 
' so visible on the paper, and becomes aftet wards 
equally legible on applying the HjUir, I adopt ih-.s 
method in waiting you’this : 11. quest you will in- 
form me if it succeeds. Adieu, take care of your- 
aelf, and let me hear from you soon. 

Copy of thePresident’s Letter- Dated Oct. n, 1803, 
Since your departure, Sir, we have made general 
trials of the ablution ot salt, of which y<,u have . 
the receipt; and we have observed, that if it be 
admirable for certain wounds and contusions, 
there are nevertheless cases where ir may be hurt- 
tub ar you may have perccivfcd. For example, it 
Must not be used when it is necessary to operate 
on mi, 3J, 44* 4 s . O *3» '.If »*.*2>7» '^ge¬ 
nerally Goulard, a little strong, suffices, and is not 
subject to the same inconveniences, but the sa¬ 
line solution is tiie only temedy that can be ap¬ 
plied with success when it is necessary to optiate 
op 303, 15,40, to, (39, 13, 37. 44. 3 1 , 49. *c.) 44* 
*6, 38, a;, 6 > 3D (34, 4 9* * 6 > *7, f°, *4* *») 
corporates itself, thoroughly with-(37, 8,13,43, 
16,); ia all cases you must for the future use the 
dixjr without any mixture of wsrer/of which we . 
have given‘you a bottle, and which may he justly 1 
termed 2Mm dt «w, for its inventor pretends that 
it wilt raise the dead to life. You may give these 
instructions with all confidence to those surgeons 
or apothecaries you may happen to employ; I 
hope that, with God’s he'p, our saline solution 
wiHultimately make as much noise ip. the World, 
as the Vaccine Inoculation.—X keep ia reserve 
several 34,41, 1, (43* 37.) (43. 37,) wWtjHwffl 
seed yon in proper time and place. 1 wire you 
will not fail to acquaint me of the reedp^f this 
letter. I peed not tell you with how much impa¬ 
tience we wait the ‘paniculate of your journey. 
Adieu. D. V.—1—Do not forget to recommend to 
the compilers of 38, 24, 23,27,10,12, 8,43,3%to 
write*them always to- . ^ 

*, 4, t, 40, 10 I ol the second and of tire 3d 
4 . '3 I o‘ ihe jOfsS, 44* 33* 3irf®>*4>i- 





No. II. JSy; (4,1803,—I ht*e jott;received^ 
yours. Of Hp ytt, and must lose - no time ih#c* 
qusinting You, thattbe ink was legible in a 'b* '3, 

S set*of tMr.'lwjmr perhaps you.have brought 
t sheet too .ttmrmWe other CpippositioB: ne¬ 
vertheless, there^Wai^not »ny word'that was le¬ 
gible. J obserye <Mtthc post-mark of the letter 
was Strasburgh ( Whtjldlt pot be betfer, that your 
frirnds atStraabuigh put the’letters lot o‘U>e Post- 
office at Kclil ? hrr One ought Wot to truft tp tjie 
Post-office of the former city.. 1 Wait with Mnyt- 
tience y.otit report 6f the particulars of the con- 
frrence* yon mention, as a): o of.the arrangements 
which ^ou have made. Instead of theaddrtss yoW 
have, hitherto used, 1 Mg you to majte use of first 
.14 aodrcfses, which you will firtlttthe foot of 
this, taking care to use them alternately, and to 
change the seal and alter the hand vefy 1 frequent¬ 
ly. Ybu may, for the future, address your letters 
under cover, to " Mr, Limlemann, Post-office, fit 
“ Munich," where ybu may recommend them to 
the care of the servant hf the Post-office snnfto 
give rise to the least misunderstanding oil tfcir 
point, I litre subjoin a form of each of! the 3 me-' 
thods which you must use alternately;—-First Me¬ 
thod.—“ To Moos. Jacob Heel)berg, rdtqmmend- 
1 “ ed tr> the care of M.ons," LindcmaniUofiHePost- 
“ office ar Munich.”—Second M<thbd.—-r—“To 
“ Mo»sJ(|udemanu, .Post-offirc, at Munich‘s to 
“ be transmitted to'M. Pjerre Straulino, Mer- 
“ chant.”—Third Method.—-** To Mrs. Cramer, 
“ at Munirh,” and-afterwards piitit undercover, 
addressed to “ Mt. Lindcinann.’’-^—N. R. Take 
care never to write Upon your IcttciS, **fo be for¬ 
warded to MD,” It is not fmiy unnecessary, 
but may excite suspicion.—The following are,the 
addresses wbith you mu<t, (of the future, alter¬ 
nately use for your letters; at the same time pur- 
ting them under cover, and addressing them to'the 
care of Mi. l.itufctnajin; 

i. M Jacob Reibetg.—2'. M Pierre' Su&ylirto, 
Merchant.—5. Mrs. Cramer.—4. M. Grasseili.— 
5. Dr. .Strnclier,—6. R-v. Father Walrlsegg.—7. 

Cuun»cllor Fi&chei'.-—S. Mi»s Jaxis.-9. M.,de 

Zui her, Physician.-10 Count dcWmterhalla— ' 

u. Counsellor Mullet.——12. Mr. deKirschaum. 
—13. Mr. Schelleoherg.—14. Miss de Schnert*— 
That your letters may never miscarry, you may, 
if you think proper, make them somewhat heavier, 
paying additional fttKUge.—Accept, sir, the a.- 
sur-nces of my parthblar tr hndajiip. 

. No. HI .—Copy of a Litter froheiMr. Drake to Mr. 

Oiruskvw , with theptft-tnark of ABIttieh. - Dec. 

,303.—Sir, I duly received youjr’s. of the 16th 
ah. but late, a* it ought to’ bavtcome to hand 
the 24th of 'ihfe,'e»«e mopth.! There ■ are several 
passages ’ll) It that art, sca^^.ihtgtblei among 
pthei4,;Wherc ffiu '"write about” money. To avoid 
a like inconvenience for the- future, request of 
you to avo d itsittg wator 'for soaking ybur pen, 

1 also received one of '-ynur favours the iSth of 
last mouth, as also two. htiUvttnjt^bee that, bat 
all thtec without being Ofttcd or wumbered, sc that 
I Ktt not certain whether your correspondence 
comes immediately to hand. 1 therefore recom¬ 
mend this point as very essential tp, the kygttlllrity 
of our communications. I hope yM’jrjieefyeff[my 
No. 2, and repeat you will inform me*5f 1 ought , 
to continue 'tU raake use of the same address jand 
channel. In this case yon will instruct your* 
friends at Toulonse (Strasburg) to ask for mj let' 
ters at *fre post-office whin thegr put in yoursV 
Respecting the sending a person to Stvisscilanfli 
to take .care of your correspondence with fw 



ij% mm) 

army, I do mot we any objection to this measure. 
Sat neverlose right ot ike maxim I here inculcate; 
which is, never to, multiply the ramlticatrih* of 
the project, because you thereby multiply the 
chance* of * discovery ; and that all confidence 
bestowed, which is not strictly and absolutely ne¬ 
cessary to the, plan, i> not only useless, but dan¬ 
gerous. For the rest, 1 hope utat nothing will be 
done precipitately, and that they will'not begin 
to act till a plan of operations be settled, w.h - h 
should all mpve forward together-towards the 
proposed end. AU partial and unconnected mea¬ 
sures are good for nothing, and must.necessarily 
end in dcfiai<«—I wish much to know who the- 
members are that compose your committee,'and, 
above all,. thd character, talents, options,: and 
designs of him whom you have -fixed on for your 
chiet; but I am at the same time sensible that 
this communication cannot be made till you have 
a safe opportunity forToulpuse (Stranhurg), as.it 
would be risking too mtich to trust.to the post. 
Although the two bu'ktins were in fact very bar- 
yen' of information, I doubt not that, in conse-t 
quenceofthe measures you have taken, they will 
In future become interesting. It is of the utmost 
importance that you should be thoroughly in¬ 
formed of what is passing in the bureau, as your 
views bap never be promoted, if you are ignorant 
of those of ihe consular gov., and Jfou will re¬ 
member, that I have often repeated it to you,' 
that one of the beat methods of attacking that 
gov., and consequently of promoting your end, is 
to be enabled to counteract them.—As to the 
proposition of the door-keeper, you must not 
expect that' J agree positively to it, unless the 
utility, thereof becomes more certain, All*that 
lean promise on that head is, that he shall be. 
recompensed according to the services he may 
render: for. the rest, you nfay inform me what he 
asks, also its to the notes of. which yon spoke to 
him.—Respecting the mode of accounting, I must 
inform you;'that 1 have no one that I can send 
trvyou a; presentyou will therefore keep to the 
provisional method-which you have already point- 
ed tjtil, while 1 km waiting for instructions from 
the’Resident. 1 ant leady to transmit you, for 
yottmlt, too I. in any mode^you may point out, for 
two months sa'ary, rp to the 151K Feb.; and as 
your demand for tiavclling expenses seems to me 
very just, l do hpt doul-. butthey will he allowed; 
hut you avi11 bave, : tfwgoodnc s s to let me know the 
amount.— I Was j-Ot able to decypher thoroughly 
what you wish tp observe, respecting the punt¬ 
ing, as several phrase* in that part of your lutei ( 
were not legible- I shall therefore refrain from 
speaking to you on that head, til! I have received 
more certain information about it.-»With regard 
tp recommending the agents incite di detent offices, 

1 have no difficulty in, furnishing the zoo Louis 
which you ask for that purpose, as s.»on as you 
inform me fhat they ire able to make thenmlvcs 
useful.—I again repeat my charge to you, to hurry 
nothing rashly on. Fix your plan; calculate and 
arrange your mode of acting ; chuse your agents ; 
and when ibis-preliminary poiut is settled,' it will 
then he tltpe to begin the execution of your pro¬ 
jects.—Aditu I Believe me tu be, wifh the most 
sincere sentitoeats of esteem and cfiSMi deration, 
your veryhumhle servant, Not* Manus. 

No. IV—7 Dec. 1803 Sir, 1 have just received 

yours of.the z6th ult, and take the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of sssurinjfyou, in the most formal-man, 
net; that t have not the least knowledge of the 
society of whose existence your society does not 


Tift' isoi; (ss4 

seem todoubt. For the rest, should) theftet he ; 
established, and you convinced that its fitn is in 
unison with yours, I do not hesitate to exhort you 
to use alt your address and discretion to combine 
your operations, so as not only not to throw any t 
obstacles in^the way of the labours .at d enter-, * 
' prises of this latter, but to lavonr them, and en»" 
deavour to ensure their success, which, as 1 think,; 
will essentially help to promote tire result of your 
own operations, I am fully persuaded that it . 
will not be difficult to render this argument agree¬ 
able to your committee, according to this suppo¬ 
sition.—1 repeat to you, in the most pointed ■ 
terms, that 1 have no knowledge of the existence 
nf this society; hut i also repeat, that if it does 
in reality exist, 1 have not the least doubt that 
■you send your friends will take propej measures, 
not only not to embarrass, but to aid* its opera, 
tions. . It Is of little consequence by whom the 
game is hunted dnWn ; it is sufficient that you l«e 
afl ready to join in tW: chare.—The other objects 
which you mention shall he tsken into immediate 
consideration; -aud J will take care to send you • 
the necessary instructions. In tire meantime, f 
must observe to you, that I cannot finally resolve, 
without having a clearer view, and more citcum- 
stlntial <kuil of the resources and means of the 
person whom you quality with tire title of general, 
and which the chiefs of your association may pos¬ 
sess, as also the manner in which they intend to 
employ them.—A very essential remark winch f 1 
have just made is, that the heat o'the Spanish 
wax renders tire.sympathetic ink visible; 1 there- . 
fore paiticularly recommend to you, not to use it, ' 
but to close your letters simply with wafers.— 
Believe to Ire, with the most pci feet conside-ation, 
Sir, yotu’s, &c. Nota Manus. 

No. V.—27 Die. 1803.—Sir, your’favouts of the 
28th Nov. and 5th lice, are comr.to hand, the 
first on the 11th, and the second on the 19th of 
this month; as ate the two bulletins No. 4 
(which ought to have been No. 3 and 6). My' 
answer was ready 011 the 2isr, and was copied; 
but not having been able to procure the bills of 
exchange with which it ought to have been ac- 1 
companies, and which I was obliged to procure 
from- Aug.buig, 1 was compelled tu defer sending 
it till this moment, 1 now u-iis d r the rending it 1 
as useless, since it chiefly turned on subjects on 
which it is no longer necessary to speak now, af¬ 
ter having received yours of the i;th, which came 
*fc hand this morning with the bulletin No. 7. 
Both of them were perfectly well wi men, being 
can't indy legible, add there was not the least ap¬ 
pear 01 ceof tire inkbcfoie the application of-the 
composition.—You account very natutally for the 
dela^- which One of your letters experienced, i do 
not doubt but that the ) tter you gave to the man 
at Toulouse (Strasbourg) will produce every thing ‘ 
we can wish for,. .1- think-you wi uid do well to 
promise him a reward, 10 encourage him to Iks- 
still mote exact in ..putting your Jetteis into the 
post-office at Kehl, and m lie very diligent in 
fetching mine, which I shall continue to address 
to. Obreskow. As to the uneasiness you express 
to your's of the 26th aud 281J1 N'ov.l will he e 
give you my sentiments. I wish very much, lor 
reason; you are not ignorant of,’ that you should 
remain at Chalons (Paris); but it you have rea¬ 
st mto'th ink your further stay there might expose 
yott to the danger of discovery, or if you think it 
necessary .of expedient to quit France wholly 
(which I leave entirely to your own prudence 
discernment) you are quite at liberty ttf d . 





Mk'Pg to «eaMupKc»«* HBf -your papers to ' 
ypo^riea^ to enable tftam i$ fenutitme, you* . 
eWjpPfuidfcM*',-jpointiitg out to; them, at the, 
* 4 w* time, ybemeans of tending their lefts'* and 
tvrng mine, la thin'Cise I recommend your 
g to Offeuburg, And there to wait my lasting . 
ctiorts. 1 am perfectly satisfied with the ac- i 
*X you gjve me of the Members of your torn- . 
Imljee;’’and 1 do cut deshe o know the' names of 
|»p(t persons, ttplefS you think such communica¬ 
tion npy be matte without any inconvcnic >cc, or 
tbtngtf Of oSending your ft Sends, l cannot con¬ 
ceive -how any oiits members could doubt our 
seriously intending to help them in a t<ck>ng the 
^Usurper, particularly as all your instiuct ons tend 
t 4 , that end, which, with the tepotts of tt.e ccm- 
i -^rotation you have had with me, will, l hope, 

^ , Aatfiee to dt*tfl>use them. You know I have,'never 
• rScdnmendeit to you to direct alt your attention 
.ht'fearning what ' B— ■ *s projects arc, but tbtoltgh 
ptfrfect conviction timed am in, that it is t '| 
K^phe of the most efficacious mcaus of sapping the 1 
4 ,'ioundafinn of the greatness of that man. for 
the rest, you may tcrew your assutances to the to; 
that the principal point shall be puisued by me 
.without any remissness, aod in the like manner, 

!■' most conformable to your original institutions’;" 
j 'i but'it is for your committee to determine in what 
', deg tec they are practicable, considering the situa- 
' tibn of'affairs, autl dispositions of ■ peisons in the 
interior."—As I have touched on the subject, I 
' (kafludd, by way of answer to an arficle in one 
l ofyotif last uullctinr that 1 know very well that 
vjPery 'thing is decided in the secret cabinet of St.' 
Cloud ; but that 1 also know'that the measures 
Apd ekeeniion must neccssanly be confided to the 
bureaus, and that they aie conse^uvu'ly able to 
furnish a very esact idea of what is doing and 

wirhft may be done .1 have not the imallcst 

lrhawlcdge of Mr; l'alalt : and I icpeit in you, 1 
' Ira verm connexion with any agency in Pai is, ex* 
■jrtfli your'if, I dp not.say 1 have no correspon¬ 
dence. I must have that, to be the better enabled 
:$9 ascertain their-' exactness* of the ir pore', by 
tsoniparing them w;th one another.—v ( ,i., corn- 

sWhteettnay tnal.e use oi thechauuelol J. 

for pi atis pitting his advices immediately t'> Uouv- 
dealix (London), in the manner which you speak;, 
iu yony’s of the yth, but only in tlu'e pursing 
esses. You will easily imagine that it would he 
imprudent to tun the risk of loring {In's channel 
/Or the future, thtough trifles. You informed me, 
fS-io one of your pteceding letters, that you in-, 
leaded. Sending me some notes respecting the 
Atoor-kc ptr.-rit was those that I alluded to, and 
, not ’to the c oil tents of tiie famous pocket-book. 

' ft is nccCAury to ascertain, ist. if it coot: ins all 

, the secret papers of. adly, Wh^t price B6- 

, tats upon his undertaking. Enclosed, you will 
, limldiafts fov 1 ic,ooo 1ivre. : , 1.400'Of which are 
. fcryeutsclf, on account of your salary, and 7,600 
Jivtes for the pse of tiie committee. I request 
■ that you will make me an acknowledgment for 
the same. You may depend upon my not fbr- 

f atting, your travelling exp. ores, concerning which 
shall Shortly wiiteyou. — I will send you, by the 

J first cornier, a letter written by B. to an. 

jJSjigFshftian. lf your committee think pioper, 
tig*# fr.|v have it printed and circulated in Paris ; 

; .ms little too long, but-some paragraphs might 
reached, 1 dp pot know whether 1 shall 
'jsMSjJve >n time, fur this post, thfe^tk draft far 
<■ ggfite iivics j in case it dp not arrive; you. shall 


ccrtitfofr ft t j ji fo g Ir ’’fey 1*^ 

tp be|‘|.ouY’sj : ’dre. '. ; - .'•■ 

No. Vi.—i Jau. *804.—btdktiaj Nib-.-. 

vyi.;i» coroe safeto hatW/awditis wltk pUafOT#’' 

that 1 find your'correspondent* hdsmm: dally.- 
more interesting. 1'fepptf ydu veeeided my i**#,." 
enclosing A bill -of ^exchange for tp^soo'Fretteh 
lima.—I .must inform you that an etnitjsAiry of * ' 
the French gov. has just TOat^ Jktptf i&quiries x® . 
the post, office at-Rssudt,. en#iiblfig a coifed 
pondehee which k is Supposed exists between me 
and the disaffected in France ; but jffohp the man-, • 
tier in'which he executed, his commi.'sion, it ja 
very certain Awt the Ft. goVt.hos not the analyst 
idtadf, ours. It was tile appearance of dffielettea'' 
Of ah Englishman to Bjupiiaparid in-rioptet all the’ 
ckpartmcuts, that gave we to ‘thar^ suspicion, 
.that the letter esme fr»m 1 »ence. For the rest, I 
. only mention this incident to set your mind a8' 
ease in case you should hear any thing about it 
there.—If any eircurrstancrt slmuld arise to cause 
you to quit France, 1 earnestly recommend you, 
bdtfore Your departure, to airange every thing .. 
coitcerntAg the expediting of the bulletin of your 
committee j to this end you would. Atwell ti> 
edneert measures' with the friend at TaAlouso 
(Stiasborg), that they may pass immediately to 
your hands at Offeaburg, sa that they may he de-! 
livered into your hands in this city, or An At a 
trusty prison mky.be charged with them, ot that 
you go yourself to Kelil to fetch them. I have 
116t the smallest reason to suspect the post-office 
at Kehl; nevertheless there is no cn^ssion >0 
make use of it when we can dispense with 
have just had an interview with a pers-m litety 
airivcd'frujit Chalons (Paris), fropi whom I learn.,, 
that the FiistConsul hecome* mtfry day more and 
fuoic extrsvaj’sntY that the reign of terror is re- 
establishing rapidly■; that his violent conduct 
announces sufficiently that he is perfectly easy vis 
to his own situation; in short, that ad that 
passes presages something 1 emarkahlc, more or 
less, at a distance. It is evident, that the inva¬ 
sion of England embarrasses h.m greatlyx for , 
though he pretends to be resolutely detei rmnOd< 
et is he sensible of, and fears the cUaf..' ’ 


gcr of it, without knowing well how to reed v 
1 beg of you to give all your attention to tins 
situation of alhaiis, Abe which (according to the 
' pc 1 son from whom 1 heard^hcsc remark*) must 
brine things, soonermr later,‘to edefiuitiVe crisis. 
e —I have not the leaf*, knowkdgeirif'&kat is pas¬ 
sing in La Vettilde. It. is unities'ary >for me 
here to repeat my opinion, that auy ttRdannectr-d 
plans, or which arc not fully, ppited to the ge¬ 
neral and fixed .erne, must alye^wproduce evil. 
Nevertheless I su» inclined to view all these in- 
surrectious as tponyiiieous, and , arising solely 
from the opposition of '^the inhatnfApU to the 
measure (if the conscription.—One article of your 
instructions was«. a recommendation, mot Cp itt a 
week pass withOpt writing twice*, but aot. to' make, 
too great- use of out mode of cbmmunicatton. 1 
believe it wjH (be better never to write,4>ut when 
somethingiut^resting presents itself. Believe me 
to he, &e. .Ify, ■ Nora hfAtaus^ ■' 

• 4 ^.ih.—A i^ the moment I was tHrfwffeky I,, 

recetvad ytfliy4$>f tli'e ajth ult. will) a bu^lrtin of. 
the titme date, both interesting on aceeunit of 
tire Information they contain.——I once more^at'- 
surAym^nn the most,sdhbttioYnsaner; that 1 know 
toothing of cotiwittee you tpeak- of ;,.^4 
after constdefiag the account you giye of it, 1 c|^ 





tu have imy coneemVitV^ 


SCfllOTlT ^ —7 i—- 

14 q not lole tfffbt of the account you gaiWflte 
ofWillot «Ui $be ethert.—You have discovered 
the Just proportiwpAf the ingredients for the Cpm- 
positiorv of your ink: your letters do not present 
’tlicsmaHest.appearattceof disguise. » 

"i 4 n,YU.- — Munich, 1 7 Jan. 1804.—Sir, 1 have 
received, more or less regularly, the three bul¬ 
letin*, No. id, of the »8ih Dtc. No. Jts of the 
cth Tan. and No^of the same date. Your fa. 
vours of the 4th and 5th of Jan. are also come 
t;o hand, also that of the rath Jan. No. il, never 
came to hand'll but I can draw no inference, ex¬ 
cept that the transcriber has, hy mistake, marked 
No. 12 the bulletin, which ought to have been 
No.' 11. It will, nevertheless, he very proper to 
ascertain,, whether this supposition is true,»n 
order to remove all doubt on this point.-.—I in¬ 
formed you in my last, that the consular govt, had 
some suspicions of my,correspondence with the 
interior nf fiance. To this is to be attributed 
the inscrtiOo* in the Moniteur, No. 115, o< this 
year, of an article, in the form of a note of pfic- 
* tended news from London, of Jam a, mentioning 
the arrival of an extraordinary courier from Mu¬ 
nich, the preceding day.. This is a pa'pable 
falsehood: .tor the rest, it is not the hist time 
that the First Consul has employed this manoeu¬ 
vre, since lie made rife of it soon after my arrival 
at Munich, as may be seen in the Moniteur No. 
Set, of the ut ot Jan. 1803. It appears that his 
suspicions arise from very vague foundations. 
He knows, that duiing my residence in Italy, I 
had connexions with the interior of France, and 
ro he suppose? the same exists at present, and 
the more so, as I am, at this moment, o.rc of those 
English ministers who' is at the least distance 
from the frontiers.' It is nevertheless very plain 
that, notwithstanding the pains taken to induce 
-a belief that a correspondence existed between 
me and the disaffected in the interior, that the 
consular govt, has not acquired the smallest in¬ 
dication that can lead to a doubt even of our 
correspondence; in that ease it would not have 
cut the cine which might have led to greater dis¬ 
coveries afterwards, by publishing articles which 
ought to put us on our guard, and engage u<, in 
ease of necessity, to change the channel of our 
communication..to defeat the?# calculation.—The 
means which it half-recourse to in Germany, in 
' order to maki dkroveries, have not succeeded,^ 
for I have jus»,’fxceived Correct intelligence, that 
the emissary 1 mentioned to you would not obtain 
the least’ new* any whefe.—-You may,_ therefore, 
make' yourself perfectly easy on that hcad.-yi 
jnev*rtheles$ recommend to you, not to write 
cither the date or place with common ink m your 
letters or bulletins, but wjth sympathetic ink.; 

’ you will easily guess the reason, without my point¬ 
ing it out. 1 hear of all these partial and uncon¬ 
nected movements, you mention, with the greatest, 
, concern j Mid I am dt your opinion, that they can 
have n& other effect than that of Causing govt, to 
redoubfeays vigilance, and induce it to adopt se- 
' vcrc measures, which will be yery fatal to many 
valuable persons, who might have tendered us 
essential services, had they l>een better em» 
ployedi-^Phe late of the committee which yon 
racmiorfinyour letter of tin. $th, the existence 
of which; I fount from you will no doubt serve 
to put you on your guard against false b^threu, 
and render yo# very ciicumaprct to whom you 
confide your whole secret. The gr.and art ot car¬ 
ry logon a 'similar operation to that with whir h 


‘A#* • >;>* ', < ‘ ? t55 »'" 

ypn are charged, consists in CdtifisH^g h> e,c * 1 
exactly wliat appertains to the part which ,he ha? 
to aCL, «nd no more.—As to the desire which your 
general ha* expressed (according to the hplfetin. 
No. 13), to have art idea of the epoch when tire, 
operations should begin, 1 answer, that it mnsr,. 
depend upfm the-ideas entertained respecting tire 
progress of your operations. According to yours 
of the 15th Dec. you propose to yourself the ex¬ 
citing a commotion in 4 depanmeuu on a fixed 
day; but l doubt whether this measure, if u*K 
supported elsewhere, will produce any great ef-t 
feet. It might cause a temporary embarrassment 
to the First Consul, but it appears to me impos¬ 
sible, that it sliould in the end succeed, if JJ.’a 
army is at his disposal, or if one is not previously, 
assured of the concuirence of a good f.rrt of hn 
troops.—I request of you tp in form, me* what we 
have to rely on in this one particular, that I may 
be able to regulate my ideas and calculations,. 
%nd our proceedings thereon. In my opinion, 
the grand point is to gain as many partisans at 
possible in the army, for I am firmly of opinion, 
that it is by their means alone rival we can rea¬ 
sonably hope to be able to effect the so much 
wished-for change. I long as ardently as you can , 
•for the moment when wc dare to shew ourselves 
but ir is necessary that every step should be pre¬ 
viously agreed upon, that wc may be assured, 
that when the blow is struck, it may not fail for 
want of preparation for every possible event, and'* 
thnt our means may not be uselessly dissipated. 
Also, that the steps to be taken posterior to tire 
breaking out of the insurrection, should be set¬ 
tled, to prevent all subsequent mistakes, and cit¬ 
able t|ie royalists to piofit by the froub es which 
the republicans would thus excite.—The *,400 
jivres which 1 remitted you on .the aythult. are 
for your salaiy up to Feb. 1.5 ; but as you may 
have further occasion for money in case, you 
judge it expedient to quit France, I will send you 
by the next post a draft for r,jco francs, which, 
will pay you up to the 1.5th March. I shall not, 
write any thing In the letter which Will serve as * 
cover. As 10 the sums which I have caused ywf; ‘ 
to receive from the commitue. 1 leave that f» 
your own judgment and that of your associates, 
being fully persuaded thsr you will employ them 
as shall best seem to you at this present momene* 
(or the advancement of your plans. 1 shall keep 

B_’s Letter to an Englisimian 5 the packet 

is too heavy to send hy the post, and I shall 
not forward it till I. have a safe conveyance. 
I'or the remainder I can , print it in Germany, 
—As to your making a long stay in France, you are 
at perfect liberty, and I even recommend you to 
depart the very moment you find your presence no 

loTrgcrncccssary.You cm go to Off-(ro in whence 

yon will write to inform me of your arrival, ami 
then continue ypur journey to Munich. Orf your 
arrival hcre,.ypa,tntist take caic to alight directly 
at my house, and avoid entering the city. YoU 
w,ill* bring,with v»u all the particulars you can col¬ 
lect, a* to the nature of tin' means your commit¬ 
tee have in their power, and .ill necessary items as 
to the p'.jn hc intends to adopt. I desire you will 
sctile at least three channel', for correspondence, 1, 
not to be at any loss in «"••<! that of - Toufouag 
(Stra?burg> should fail. Yon wiM certainly not- 
f.iil to auiifhte your fellow labourers before jpup* 
departure, giving them a glimpse of the transcend 
dent rewards which thfv will infallibly receiveoa* 
the successful result of their projeit", V a yout 
Utmost endeavours fo establish u good curr^pohd- 




isg] caBBEfjps wEEXLY $#' 

cncc with the officer* of the army | and, were it lops (Plri^forretOrning thete^taiae k should *tN 
possible, to find * or 3 persobs tn Sttasburgwfaosc anyfutute tftne be necessary. 1 ants dec.' , 

fidelity might be relied on, that would become ex- , Nora Man os. . 

treacly useful to us afterwards.—I will see, if pos- No. IX.— FtS. 25, 1804,—Sir, I received* whUr"', 

_ iible, to get the seal youuKUtion engraved here: letter of the roth on the list', and that ortho 

^but 1 believe it will be best to get it done in Lon- 13th it this moment come to hand. It it highly! .*. 

don.-1 believe l have already cantionetl you necessary that yon come here at soon as possible, 

against speaking of the affair 10 the friend at Off.. 1 since 1 cannot give you final instructions without 

he is a heady apprised that you may possibly re- haying a previous explanation of several pointy ‘ 

turn there, and ne has been enjoined not to ask which cannot be fully discussed but by wotdof 
you any questions. mouth. Moreover, niy man makes a difficulty of ’ 

N«. VIH— Ytb. 14, 1804.—-Sir, Here are the conveying the letters; and we shall be obliged to 

Iaoo livres I mentioned to you in my last (No. 7.) establish the mode of communication which I 

•f 17th Jan. It was utterly impossible to get any mentioned So you in my last .—1 am acquainted 

. bills of exchange at a shmter date; but you will with all the events of the 16th of this month; and 

4 «et them discounted at a very easy rate. Since the it is easy to conceive' that* the police will keep a 

.date of mine, No. 7, received yuur No. 15 of,the vigilant eye on all travellers; of course, you will 

lpth Jan.,,which nevertheless did not come 10 watch the favourable moment, in order not to in- 

,« hand till tKe 8th Feb. No. t6, of the jeth Jan,, cur any risk. It is only through you, that 1 learn 

, and your letter of the same date, bot h arrived safe the circumstances relative to Georges, &c.— I have 

'* the nxh of this month. I rjfili briefly rejoin, ac no other knowledge of his projects, than that with 

Car as they stand in need of answers.—I repeat to which your letter furnishes me; but if you po»- 

you once more, and for the last time, that I have sgss the mem< of extricating any of his associates 
no agencyin prance excepting your's. As to any ‘from their difficulties, fail not to employ them.' 
of the correspondents I may have there, I am per- I beseech you earnestly, to haste written and print- 

fectly at ease about them, notwithstanding what cd, at once, a short address to the army (officers and 

you may say as to their probable arrest.—f have soldiers) etching them not to suffer Moreau, their 

no correspondent at Kmbden; but as copies of your fcllow-Mildiei, who has so often led them to vic- 

lctttrs are sent to the president, he may. if he tory, to peiuh. a victim to the rage and the jea- 

think* proper, take charge of this object at Bour- lousy of the First Consul. You may in this ad- 

deaux (London f. 1 have already made yonr mind dress, observe, that the merit nf Mortau has, for 
easy, as to the attempts of the Consol's emissary a long time, been offensive to the sight of the petty 

at tpe post-offices bi Germany. He will not sue- tyrant; and that the First Consul, to grtrid*f his 

eeed. But the noise this affair has made, has ex- rival, has seketef the moment of tbd airival of 

"cited apprehension* in one of my agents in these the news of the unfortunate fate of St. Domingo, ■ 

bureaux, and he desires to be freed from his charge, to draw off the attention of the nation from a 

Tor this reason, and also to obtain from you a more disaster, singly-arising from his bad conduct. You 
clear and circumstantial detail (than the bulletins will do well not to lose a moment in making this 
afford) concerning the state of the interior, the short address, and to get it circulated among all 
extent of your abilities, and the means you intend the armies with the greatest diligence.-—I have just 
1 to make use of, it is, I desire you to set off as so6n written a note to your man of Toulouse (Strasburjr) 
at possible and come to-Off...., and from thence to engage him to place your letters in tutuie, us- 
v lierc.—I have already pointed out to you the ar- dera cover, addies«ed to the Abbe Dufresne. In 
' xangements you must make (or the free circulation case you write me any more before your departure, 

, of our correspondence in my proceeding, particu- I icquest vou to avail yourselfot this address, and 
Ufly in Nos. 5 and 7.—I recommend yciu to esta- not to make any more use of the 12 pointed out to 

blisb at least two channels of communication, one you in my letter No. 11 ,—The emissary of whom 

' of which I wish to be Memz, so as not to be at a 1 have spoken to you, has prevailed upon tome 
loss, in case (as is possible) that nf Toulouse underlings of the jpost-ofTice to promise him to 
(Strasburg) should fail—The paper upon which transmit all the news which,he could obtain with ' 
you write is excellently adapted to our use; and I relation to a correspondence wjth me, to the fol- 
as it is impossible to find any of it in ibis country, |* lowing address: '• To Citizen It u hois, at the Bu- 
2 desire you to purchase a good stock of it for us teau of the Military Police of lire Ministry of 
. both*—-The account you gave me of the maritime War, under cover to Cit. Duroche, grocer, in the 
- armaments of the Fiist Consul, and their destina. itreet St. Honor*;, 10 .... ’’—I could have wished, 
tiou, appears to me of sufficient importance to be that you had not taken the step which you ipcn- 
. sent immediately to Bourdeaux( London); but you tion to me, with the post-master atK...., since 
have not explained yourself as to the sumthedtffir- it does nut appear, that he will be able to be of 
keeper asked tor the enterprise he proposed to you service to us as long S> our correspondence conti- 
*ome time since.—I am very much (notified at the nuesas well as it has hitherto done; and I am afraid 
ridiculous apprehensions which appear, according that it will be impossible to make this opening, 
to your account, to be gaining ground in (he com- notwithstanding all the art and preemption which 
notice; you must endeavour to dissipate them he- your man would be able to take, without letting 
foie you set out; and you may safely declare to too much escape.—Aatothe Adj.-geoeral,ofwhom 
your fneo'K in the most solemn manner, that I am you speak in your letter of the 13th, I shall be in- 
totaily ignorant of all the circumstaoces on which duced to hold a correspondence with him; 1 shall 
they appear founded. In fine, I beg to rcp-cient only place as much confidence in binra* Is'abso- 
to them, that it will be impossible forme to co- lutely ( necessary; bur the sum which be Asks it not 
operate efficaciously with them, if they abandon large; and we nave thr meant of ascertaining the 
themselves to their suspicious upon ewerynew in- truth of his communications. Try then to put this 
eidtnt that take*place.—It isnot uccessaiy to send matter iq a train before your Uepattuie,*—At to 
me the committee’* receipt. It it enough that you what ybu tellme of your plans ofcoperation, 1 wiy 
bring it with you. I must not omit to remind you speak to yon mote amply when I see you; in the; 

totakc ttys necessary precautions on quitting Cha* mean time,' you may assure your friends that one 




'■40 wt WJ » gteth^thctysutt withMiriui 
expedition. ikblch^the citCtunstances require;!--"'’ 
fence »er<: reeo«i|»eto 4 you to arrange everything 
properly,, before fmr .dffrtnure, which relate*'o' 
•nr coire>!>undenc«. Believe me to be, with,the 
tno*t perfect consideration, Sir, Yours, fee. , 

Nora Manus, ! 

• jfo. JC<-Sir,—Slnce the general (t) shew* 

inch confidence in bis means; since he thinks 
that the present moment is singularly propitious 
for commencing the operations; since he it pf, 
opinion! that) if we suffer it to escape, such fa¬ 
vourable circumstances will not again occur, the 
friend (») from hence cannot otherwise than com¬ 
ply with hfs wishes, and promise him all the as¬ 
sistance which depends on him. The friend must 
necessarily leave the under-parts of execution to 
the general on the spot, and Who is more inter¬ 
ested than any other, that the measure be well 
prepared and we)l combined, that the object do 
not miscarry. He wilt, nevertheless, observe, that 
it is of the highest impatunce, that a place on the 
frontiers of France and Germany be made nfre of 
at toon as, possible, that the friend may have a 4 
free)prompt.active,and sure communication with 
the general, for the transmission of what may be-' 
come necessary in future. Huningen is the best 
situated place for it, particularly as, it is nearest 
to the scene of the principal operations.——One 
mutt at least estabhsh trusty persons from stage 
to Stage, front fiesanfon to Friburg, to carry and 
bring intelligence.——It seems, that the very first 
Operation must be, the seizure of Blois [Be»an$on] 
which, will rtrve as an arsenal, and, in case of mis. 
fortune, as a place of defence. In this laicise, 
a part at the insurgents might throw themselves 
on the ©avenues and the mountains of the ancient 
Vivarais, and maintain themselves theie for a long 
time, provided that care be taken to manage a 
sure communication for receiving pecuniary suc¬ 
cours, whether by way of.Huitiugen, Meta [Basic], 
orSwisserland, Alter talcing po'session of Ulois [Be- 
s^ngon ], and brought the neighboiu ing provinces 
to an insurrection, pot a moment must be hut in 
setting matters also in motion at Chalons [fans]. 
Evsry thing must be previously prepared and dis¬ 
posed for taking aJvanragc # there of the first in¬ 
stant of thar perplexity aud that consternation of 
the actual Gov., when it learns the movements in 
tiic irovinces——Since it is cAtain, that a very 
great part of the army,Vs well offie rs as soldiers, 
Fs discontented wi lift he arrest at ion of Moreau, it 
is natural that "die general will- satisfy them in 
* this respect, in .order to assure himself of their 
aid in the critical moment. The genecal cannot < 
otherwise than perceive, that it will be of the Ut¬ 
most importance to .hint, and rveu of the last ne¬ 
cessity, to adopt, as a general principle, the pro¬ 
fiting of the assistance of all the disaffected, who¬ 
ever they may be, and of uniting them all for the 
first moment, of what party soever, and declaring 

(ii. It should be observed here, that all which 
has neen written to Mr. Drake on the subject of 
the general, of which mention is made in.the last 
letter, and with relation to buissier, spoken of in 
other places,'Is a pure supposition, as the corres¬ 
pondent himself of Mr: Drake will declare, ig the 
recital, which he purposes to give, on the conver¬ 
sations that he hat had at London, with the Eng¬ 
lish Minister, and at Munich with Mr. Rrgke, on 
the subject of hife mission.——(a) The Crifatd is 
Mr. Drake, who speaks here of Isfmself in the 
thild person. 
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that the great object of the i«mrm&<ieinfc.to 
pqt an end to the tyranny which weighs oat 
France and on foreigners, alt who are endmies of 
the actual Gov* will be regarded as friends by the 
insurrectionists; it being moreover very necessary 
that all the step* be taken with the greatest dis¬ 
cretion fpartiaularly towards the partisans of the >. • 
CortSlil) in order not to awaken the apprehensions 
of this great number of persons, who stilt recollect - 
the ills which they have suffered at different 
epochas of the revolution. The system may be 
announced, in the first proclamation, by two 
words: M Liberty and peace for France, and fop* 
the world 1 ” These reflections are particularly re¬ 
commended to the consideration of the genrral, 
while an opposite conduct will not fail ro Lighten 
the public in general, and, consequently, to en¬ 
gage the greatest number to unite themselves 
with the actual Gov., however detestable it is,. - 
rather than bring upon themselves a repetition of 
thoge revolutionary tcpiet, the recollection of 
which is still fifcsh in their minds —The friend 
must alsq inform the general, that be has obtain¬ 
ed the ceitlinty that, the arrelation of Moreau 
has excited a general discontent, aud principally , 
in Alsace. This general haying a great number 
of partisans in thst country, one might derive 
great advantage from this dissent ion, acting or 

the basis just now indicated.- As to the pec#. ’ 

niary succouis, the friend could have wished the 
general had informed him of what he shall want , 
for the first movements, as well as what may be 
wanted in future. The frieud must inform the 
general, that this city not being a place of com¬ 
merce, it is always difficult, and often impossi¬ 
ble, to find there bills of exchange on Paris, (par¬ 
ticularly bills at a short date) and the friend i$- ■' 
almost always compelled to seek djem at a great 
distance from thence when lie wants them. The 
general will then have the goodness to instruct 
the friend at once how this object may be ar¬ 
ranged, by mentioning to him the sums of which . 
he will stand in need, the periods when they must 
be .furnished, by what channel they must be 
transmitted, and if the ^wktmcet must be made 
8 k hills of exchange oh Paris, or in hard cash. 

In the latter east, one may tend the friend some , 
one.that is to be trusted, provided with powers, 
for receiving it, and-for carrying it directly either 
to Chiions [Paris], or to Bloi* | BesanjnnJ, as it 
may be wanted.. But it must beob»eived, that it, 
•will not be possible to amass a very large sum at 
once, neither in bills nor money: it is very ne¬ 
cessary, that it be poirted out a* preeveas possi¬ 
ble the t ; n»e when money will be wanted, to have 
time to provide it. As so >n as the friend shall 
receive intimation to this purpose, he will take 
measures that the sunt* wanted lie deposited with 
a sure person at OfTenbuig, at Sttiigard, and in 
some other city nea' the frontier, who shall deli¬ 
ver them, to him whom the general will send—at 
least if the general shall not deem it proper to 
poinuopt a person to him, in whom he places 
an unlimited confidence to a fixed port-in one of ■' 
those cities (nr rather at Friburg iu the Brisgaw} 
particularly fpr taking care of this matter, which, 
perhaps, will be the most convenient plan.——It 
is to be supposed, that the geneial will find same 
funds in the ches's of the State,’o[ which he will 
make himself master; but iu the possible case, 
that it be wanted immediately, before the remit¬ 
tances arrive, bonds might he sent, payable to the 
bearer, at a or g weeks. The remittances arriving 
before the day of payment, they shall jhea be 
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They may claim, but the World will not* 
grant; 9 »d, to.6ie reputation bf cowardice 
they will now most assuredly add that of per¬ 
fidy,—-—Mr. Otto, too, Lord Hawkesbury's 
worthy friend, our worthy friend Mr. Otto, 
has, H seems, made his seizure of tmigrarits, 
in the capital of the Hector of Bavaria. Well ? 
Was not Mr. Otto drawn through the streets 
of London in triumph 1 Was not thi» mark 
of attachment to him applauded in the 
London newspapers ? • Was not Mr. Otto 
obliged to go incognito for fear of bdhag bug- 
. ged and squeezed to death ? Did not tbe 
ministerial herd fawn upon him like spaniels! 
Did not the Mayor and Aldermen beslobber 
him in a manner most disgusting 5 And as to 
emigiants, have not many of them starved 
to death in St.: George's Helds, and did not 
a member of tile last parliament actually ob¬ 
ject to the granting of the letnaining ones 
another farthing, in order that they might be 
famished into a compliance with the Consul's 
terms ot 1 e-ad mission ? Shall we, then, be 
suffered undespised to set tip our lamenta¬ 
tions at the fate of those emigrants, who 
have fallen into the claws of our amicable 
friend Mr. Otto ? But, did not the makers 
of i he peactfc and their applauders basely de¬ 
sert the royalists of France ? Did not the 
ministers omit to stipulate in behalf of the 
gallant remaius of the royal and ch istian ar¬ 
my of the wi*ht ? Did they not even 1 Ffusc to 
afford to tho»e who could have escaped, the 
means of reaching England and of existing 
after their arrival ? In consequence of this 
abominable breach of national faith, was nut 
the signing of the peace of Amiens tbe signal 
of the murder of all those who had remained 
faithful to their king atyd to their engage¬ 
ments with this country, twelve hundred of 
whom wet c put to death in*lhe rummer of 
J802, and wore welMring in their blood at 
the very moment, that Lord Hawkesbury 
Was giving dinners upon that service of 
Porceiaine de Seye which he received 4* a 
maik of Buonaparte’s friendship 1 And/ifit 
for uf; is*it for the safe politicians amPtheir 
followers i is it for those who rftade, those 
who applauded the peace of*Amiens, now to 
bewail the fate of the French emigrants, now 
to affect^an abhorrence of Buonaparte for bis 
severity towards that unfortunate description 
of men ? 'ilieiiict is this, and a shameful 
fact it is, that the far greater pqfttoti of the 
sorrow which we hear expressed on this ac¬ 
count, proceeds, noj^ from any attachment 
to the penqua^r the cause oftbeFrench loy¬ 
alists, butfrom the conviction, thafthiscoun - 
try will not bo a pie to derive any further'a id 
frpm their effurft,*that they no laogpF afford 
o£ taking* diversion lit’ qpy fa- 


•eonr, that. their discomfiture and fjrtir ffctJ 
deprive os of the means of purchasing prW* 

’ tectibn against the menaced assault of out 
cnemv.——From the circumstance of tbe 
execution of the Duke D'Enghuien having 
taken place in the night, it has been cou. 
eluded, that Buonaparte was efiaid to exe¬ 
cute bint by day-light. Thfs seems to ha\o 
no goad foundation. The trial could not 
have closed much before the hour when tiie’ 
execution is said to have taken place. The 
time of the execution could have little weght 
with the people ; and, indeed, the opinion 
t that the people of France are at all deposed 
to favour an act hostile to the Consul is en¬ 
tirely unsupported by any facts that have. 
reach?! this country. The ruling passio" of 
a Frenchman's breasf*is the glory of France ; 
the desire to see his country the mistress of 
the world j and, the only way to sink Buo- 
• naparte in the esteem of Frenchmen is to beat 
him. We may fret and revile and plot and 
whine as long as we please; we may la¬ 
ment, with Mr Addington am] Mr. PH** 
the “ apathy and degradation of the powers 
“ of the continent,” and, in the fulness of 
our compassion, may weep over the “ blind- 
“ ness and servility of the people ofFrance;'* 
but, while the French armies remain in Ha¬ 
nover, and while We oursthes are besieged, 
however lofty may be our talk, we may rest 
assured, that the powers of tit* continent 
and the people of France will repay our la¬ 
mentation aud compassion with scorn. 

Mu. Dhakx.— The under plot, which, 
front the correspondence to be loumi in the 
foimer part of tlii* sheet, this gentleman 
1 seems to have bee* engaged in. may serve 
ns a tolerable exemplification of the natme 
and effects f f the “ safe politician's" sys¬ 
tem. Mr. Drake appears to be the worthy _ 
representative of Lord Hawke«hury, of that 
H prudent and solid young man," to whom 
thefoieicn afBnrs of this country have been 
committed, and whjin Mr. Pitt chose to 
'dcciibe as second to no man in England, 
himself and Mr Fox excepted '.——The 
authenticity of Mr. Di.ike's lettetsis ques¬ 
tioned by some of the ministerial writers. It 
wil^ be a pleasing circumstance to find that 
this doubt has anyfoundatiou; but, at pre¬ 
sent, jt appears to have none. Mr. Drake 
may soon be expected home ; for the French 
will scarcely suffer him to remain at Mu-‘ 
nich, unless, Indeed, they <.hould think it an 
advantage to keep him in uicir neighbour¬ 
hood as a Marplot.——These^ letters will 
solve strougly to corroborate" the charge, 
which has been made against England, 
which will now be implicitly believed all 
oyer the Continent, and which belief \v ill 
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facilitate the project of the French for cut¬ 
ting off a connexion, even of a formal di¬ 
plomatic nature, between England and the 
states bordering upon France. It will draw 
round her another tiler of states hostile to 
us; and, thus, the project of the “ Safe po¬ 
liticians *’ will finally have no other effect 
than that of sinking our country still lower 
in the eyes Of the world, while it will make 
the enemy ptill more secure on the side of 
the Continent, and leave him nothing to 
provide for but an attack upon these islands, 
whenever the time comes, whenever our 
own financial or other distresses or troubles 
shall render it favourable for the making of 
that attack. ‘ - 

Sierra Leone Petition. —In the pre¬ 
ceding sheet will be fodnd a letter upon tnis 
subject. I was not unaware, that it would 
be the duty of government to provide for 
(he Maroons; but, as to the Nova Scotia 
negroes, they, I believe, were brought away 
at the special request of the Sierra Leone 
Company. This matter must, however, be 
deferred till my next, when I shall have 
procured such information as will enable me 
to speak positively as to the terms upon 
which the negroes of both these classes were 
delivered over to the Company. 

Ur. of Landaff's Speech. —It gives me 
great pleasure to be able to state, upon the 
beat possible*authority, that, in the speech, 
tp which I referred in my last, p. 505, the 
Eight Reverend Prelate did not allude to 
the standing army, and that he is incapable 
of either speaking of thinking of it with 
disrespect. Hits statement will, I am sure, 
afford the readers of the Register' much 
greater satisfation than they could have 
derived From any observations of mine on* 
the sentiment which the newspaper reports 
represented the venerable Prelate to enter¬ 
tain.——The letter of a correspondent to,, 
hi* lordship, is, of course, now become un¬ 
necessary. 

, Capture op Goreb. —The ministers 
who have long been boasting, that the ports 
of France are 41 hermetically sealed,” have 
declared, that they possess no in formation as 
to the loss of this colony, which, in the de¬ 
bate of the 1 Jth instant, they took occasion 
to represent as being of little importance. 
It is not altogether impossible, that some of 
them were unacquainted with the Very exist¬ 
ence of such a colony. They say, that it is 
our custom to leave the settlements on the 
coast of Africa unprotected; and, the pub* 
Ho will soon be informed, by a petition from 
NHverpool, that the present ministers leave 
Me tiade of the West-Indies also rmpro- 
pleted. Nothing can stir out in the wind¬ 


ward islands without being captured by 
French privateers. As to trade, those islands 
are nearly blockaded, without costing the 
enemy a farthing. Privateers, manned with 
people of all nations, swarm in those seas; 
and the policy of Lord St. Vincent is, to 
prevent as much as possible the fitting out 
of English privateers, without which it is 
impossible to prevent the depredations of 
the enemy. 

Ikish Militia.— Two bills are now be¬ 
fore Parliament, one for enabling his Ma¬ 
jesty to avail himself of the offers of • such 
regiments of Irish militia, to the amount of 
10,000 men, as may volunteer their services 
to go to any part of Great-Britain, and the 
other for raising an equal number of Irish 
militia, to supply the place bf those who 
may be by tbe former measure removed 
'from Ireland. To remove from the moat 
vulnerable part of the empire ten thousand 
men who have attained to a certain degree 
of discipline, merely for the pui pose of sup¬ 
plying their plrce with ten thousand men 
who have never yet touched a musket, was 
a project too grossly absurd to be generated 
in the minds of even tbe present ministers. 
It was, therefore, supposed, that this mea¬ 
sure was intended as a preliminary step to 
the introduction of another, namely, the in¬ 
terchange of tbe British and Irish militias. 
In consequence of this supposition, a meet¬ 
ing was held, on the IOth instant, at the 
Thatched-House Tavern, composed of Lords 
Lieutenants of Counties and Members of 
Parliament, holding commissions in tbe mili¬ 
tia ot Great-Britain, who agreed and published 
certain resolutions, which will be inserted 
at length, in the next number of the Regis¬ 
ter, and which, after having described tho 
nature of the militia establishment, conclu¬ 
ded with stating, ” dfat, even if h were 
“ wise and expedient to debide, at this mo- 
" ment, the question of reciprocal service 
“ between the militias of Great Britain and 
*“ Ireland, the magnitude and importance of 
** the question demanded a separate' and 
** distinct ednsideration, and ought not to 
“ be introduced* into discussion, collate- 
“ rsflly and indirectly.”—The former of tbe 
bills, mentioned above, was discussed in the 
House of Commons, on the 10th instant, 
when a division took place, for the bill 130, 
against it,54f the latter was discussed on the 
ltth instant, and produced a division ofgd 
for the bijl end 37 against it. In tbis last de¬ 
late* the subject of reciprocal service, or 
interchange of the militias, was introduced; 
Sir John Nqwpert and Mr. Keene declared 
that they Voted for tbe forme! bill only upon 
rhepr«$pjHion, thal it was prefatory to the 
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further and greater malum of an interchange 
of militias, and spoke with disapprobation' 
of the resolutions of the Thatched House j 
but the ministers studiously avoided the sub- 
ject of interchange, perceiving, perhaps, 
that H wOnld be difficult to cany such a 
measure.-—What advantage coukHw hoped 
liar from an interchange of militias it is ut* 
terly impossible to conceive, while it might, 
and would be attended with immediate mis- I 
chiefs. As a mason for the interchange, it I 
has been said, that the Irish by coming to 
. England will imbibe jnst notions of civil 
KBerty, by becoming witnesses of the happi- J 
ness attendant thereon, that they will “ be 
" enamoured of industry when they behold 
“ the more orderly conduct of the people of 
" England, and the advantages resultingfrom 
" industrioushabita,” and that those Irish who t 
have not the good fortune to come hert, will 
derive very useful lessons of the same sort 
from the English militia that shall be sent to 
Ireland! This notion Mr. Fox truly charac¬ 
terized as “romantic},” and, surely, so fan¬ 
ciful a reason for so important a measure ne¬ 
ver before was urged, in or out of parlia¬ 
ment, at the same time that it reflects but 
littie creditaeither upon the Irish militia, or 
the people of Ireland. The gentlemen 
whose invention has furnished them with this 
argument seem to forget, that it is very likely 
for the Irish militia to communicate, itrnne- 
dately, some of their habits to the people of 
England, while, if they febould chance to 
acquire any thing better in exchange, their 
carrying of that back to Ireland must be 
matter of very distant hope. And, if we 
were to allow, that the Irish militia, by co¬ 
ming to England, will imbibe the notions and 
adopt the habits of the people of England, 
does it not follow, that the English militia, 
by going to Ireland^ will irabibs the no¬ 
tions and adopt tfle habits of the people 
ot Ireland ? wiere, then, are we, in this 
respect, to look for the advantages ot the in¬ 
terchange ?-The ministers, however, do 

not adbpt this notion of a migration of armies 
for the sake at moral improvemdbt, though 
it is by no means umuiteu fo that cant with 
which their professions generally abound. 
They perceive it* absurdity, and rest their 
defence of The prefatory measure on the 
pretence of its tending to augment the «Cts- 
o sable force of the United Kingdom j but 
ow this augmentation is to be effected'by- 
locking up ten thousand im»e men in the 
militia service, it will puzzle even fbs 
ingenious Mr. Yorke to demonstrate, unless 
by “ disposable, fort e” he means such |p> is 
capable of being* sent any where about the 
British Islands, Yes j they say, that tt will 
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enable the ministers, when occasion of¬ 
fers, to send abroad more of the regular ar¬ 
my than could be otherwise spared. If this 
be the object, then it must be intended to en¬ 
trust theiafoty of Great Britain altogether to 
militia and volunteers, for there is but a mere 
handful of regulars now in it. This is a false 
pretence 3 obviously so, for, if it were in¬ 
tended to augment the regular army, and if 
Ireland be the source, would it not be better 
to let the Irish militia remain where they 
are, and to raise the additional ten thousand 
men for the regular army ?—-When the mi¬ 
nisters were told, that they were depriving 
Ireland of disciplined militip men in order 
to supply their place with undisciplined* 
roijjtia men, they answered, that, if an emer¬ 
gency arose, they could send to Ireland tea 
thousand regular troops. Why, then, do 
they bring the Irish militia away f Is it that 
we, with all our own militia and 400,000 
volunteers, are incapable of defending Great 
Britain, without the aid of ten thousand Irish 
militia ? Where, then, are we to look for the 
real cause, the mysterious motive for this 
measure ? It is to he feared, that we must, 
after nil, have recourse to the moralizing rea¬ 
son ; for to suppose that the Irish militia will 
fight better in defence of England, than in 
defence of Ireland, would be strange indeed} 
and, asto their loyalty, that, one would tbiuk, 
must have been more than sufficiently evinc¬ 
ed by their spontaneous and gallant offer to' 
extend the limits of their service, and that, 
too, with no other apparent desire than that 
of getting as near as possible to the flotillas 
and lines of the enemy. Besides, the minis¬ 
ters themselves have, it must be allowed, 
borne ample testimony to the zealous loyalty 
of the lush militia ; and yet, in the same 
breath, they piopose a measure, whereby 
Ireland is to be deprived of the exertion of 
She effect of that noble sentiment. The 
truth, is that the ministers know not what 
to do with the Irish militia, or with any 
other pmt of the force that h.is been raised. 
The army of teceive, w hich is now to be put 
a stop to, has not yielded more than 23,000 
effective men, though the country has paid 
more than a million and a half in bounties 
for that army. The source ot recruiting is 
coirnpfed raid po>oncd, the uguLir army is 
crumbling away, and if the war Lists but 
a few years, there will be nothing left but 
militia and volunteers——Another project 
is on foot for more balloting for the pi my. 
That project too will fail There must be 
a radical change in the military 8 ) -, 1 cm. or 
there will be no -oldieis raided, lie peo¬ 
ple will be wearied and disgusted, and |» j«e 
must be made upon the enemy's own terms, 
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>r the country wilt be invaded and con- at tie uofi 4s. 6cL as eterljmj mo,* 

jueied. We have the means, ample means .Bey. At any rate the dollar w mow worth, 
to preserve our ©*n liberties and to chastise in Bank*paper, even at the refiner's, 3d. 
he enemy 5 but these means are misapplied, more than it used to be worth as money, 
hey are rendered useless, and, in many In- He should have accounted for ihts rise m 
-lances, are made to turn towards our own tiie vain© of the dollar, when matched against 
Itstractiun. -paper, before he passed sentence upon me. 

Birmingham Doliars.— —Several tons —But, when did I talk about the price of 
of dollars are said to hate been sent to Btr- dollar 0 / ike refiner's ? When did l talk of 
mingham to be metimoi phosed by an ai tizan them but as currency 9 J never spoke of them 
Shore with the intention of being afteiwaids as bullion, as mere metal. It was not of 
Issued by the Bank of England, with the silver H» old buckles or tea*pots that I was 
following word, stamped on them ■ " Bssk talking: it was not of the Intrinsic value 
*< Doilars . tors n tor use shu.ungs," of dollars, but of doliars as current money in 
winch, as I observed on a former occasion, this kingdom; not of dollars bought and 
. will also be a-token of depreciation. That sold for Bank notes, but of dollars acting 
" observation, together with what I had ad- with Bank notes in the purchase of edm- 
vauced in a pieceeding sheet, respeotin^the modities. In order to simplify my pioposi- 
current rate of the dollar being a proof of tion, 1 did, indeed, make use of the word 
ill© depreciation of the bank paper, has 1 purchase, instead of the words exchange Jar, 
brought me communications horn two per- but, nothing did I say whence any one could 
sous, who either d Her uith me in opinion, 1 e.isonably suppose that I meant dollars as 
or In w horn I base not had the good fortune bullion. I will now state it in a way which 
to nuke myself understood.—My-opinion I think no one can possibly miscomprehend, 
upon the subject w ns tins that, as the ster* Formerly, forty-four dollars and twoshillings 
ling value ol t)»e dollat is no more than would have bought no mote bread than a 
4s. 6d. and as the dollar now passes for 3s. ten pound note would have bought, but now 
in company with English bauk paper, that forty dollars will buy as much breidasa 
jxipei is depreciated from its former value ten pound note w til buy $ if, therefore, the 
ten pei centum 1 stated thi> proposition dollars are of the same weight and metal 
inanothei way, thus formetly, only a few that they used to be, the Bank note must 
jtan ago, a ten pound bank note would pur- be depreciated.—The objection of my othet 
chase fortj -four dollars and neatly a half, and correspondent has more plausibility. These 
that now a tc n pound bank note will purchase are hts words. I think the argument, that 
wnly forty dollars, of exactly the same weight " Bank paper is depreciated, drawn from 
and metal 5 fioin which premises, I natu- *' the difference between the Methr gand tbo 
tally diew a conclusion, that the banknote “ current value of a do'ln, if upiove any 
had drpieciated. But, according to the first " thing protes too much. That guinea, 
of my coi respondents above alluded to, I was 1 " aie depreciated you will hardly insist, yet 
ia an “ erior /' for, says he, “ the intrinsic “ I wonid sturdily*mantain, from your pre- 
“ value of the dollar (or, its exchangeable " raises, that tney are, since a guinea will 
" val ie ir> bank notes), is 4* gd. and not 5s. " not pnrchas£so ma^y dollars as it foimer- 

“ a* you have stated j and at this price dollars 1 n iy would."—Yes, aut^J do insiat though, 

«» may be pui chased of an v of the refine) si ii , tliat guineas urr depreciated not in their 
London.” And then he tell* me, that intrinsic value, but in tnein aloe tri currency,. 
the starpal dollars pass for five shillings, „ the* is to say in their power of put chasing 
* titdy because the Bank p'omtscs to take commodities m this country. When there 
them again at that rate, wlienesei they, may is a depreciating paper in any country, the 
be presented, and that the Bank people h ive current com o\ that country depreciates m 
signified this then intention, m a ctu.ul.ir its powers along with the paper, because it 
letter, winch Irs been sent to most of the has a fixed nominal value, and it can pass 
bankets and principal merchants in London, currently for no njore than an %jual nominal 
He concludes with advising me, as a friend, salue In paper, utftil the piper is at an 
not to wine any mote upon the subject,aec- open discount. 'X,he metal is degraded by 
ing thafit is one, which he believes I do not the society of the paper j but there coroes 
u ickr»tuad.—Now it is rather too ha dffcr a time when it will bear this degradation no 
this gentleman to impose silence upon me, logger; it then rises above its nominal va« 
when he himself allows that dollars, ai ike hm, or, it* other w-ords, lhe paper is eta 
refiner s, are worth 4s. 9<l. in Bmk paper, discount. Things have arfned at thia state 
when all the woiId knows, that they weie m Miami, where a guinea m worth neaily 
t»o years ago, not worth more than 4s 2d. tvmty.thvce si tilings la £tank paper^-To 
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circulate freely according to their: starting 
value, an English guinea will purchaser «w 
niuch bread as four dollars .and ffcreeEirgtlfh 
shillings, but in England, the same guinea' 
will only purchase as much bread as four 
dollars and one shilling. In America and 
other countries the guinea is not cramped in 
its powers of purchase bjf tWaranmilelS of 
a falling paper, and, therefore, i t«ia that the 
guineas fly to those foreign countries there- 
*bre it is that they leave,us ; therefore it is, 
that we scarcfely ever seen guinea, and that 
we never set* one except upon its unite from 
the chest of those who can hdard it no 
longer to the bands of thqse who are ready 
to convey it out ot the kingdom.—When the 
paper comes to be publicly at a discount, 
t|«:n mors guineas will appear, as they have 
dpne already in Ireland, in the northern 
part of which gold and silver are the com¬ 
mon currency. Whether this discount is, 
approaching us, or whether the paper will 
or can be restored to its sterling value, are 
questions that I am not nosy discussing ; 
but, that the paper is in a depreciated 
state, ami that the guineas have, as curren¬ 
cy, depreciated along with it, are, I think, 
positions which can no longer be controvert¬ 
ed. The correspondent first mentioned 
above has signified his intention to enter at 
large into the subject of a depreciation in 
our currency, if I remain unconvinced by 
his statement; and, as he will perceive that 
I do remain so unconvinced, I shall be ready 
to communicate to my readers any observa¬ 
tions that he may think proper to offer tor 
their consideration. 1 am by no means 
wedded to my opinion*! upon this subject 
above all others; but, I see nothing holy in 
the trade of banking, any' more - than the 
, trade of slioe-makitrig, and 1 shall not, by 
the whining cagt about “ decrying the re¬ 
sources of the country,” ever be turned aside 
frpm the pursuit of my inquiries. Bank 
. notes are not the resources of the country : 

' the resources of the country consist of men 
and of the produce of their .labour. These 
existed before Bank notes were heard ot, and 
they will exist when Bank notes shall be no 

more. % ‘ r 

< IrjSh Currency. -In the preceding 

number of this work, p. 506, some account 
.was given of the troubles, which bad been 
created, in Dublin and elsewhere, from the 
refusal of fiio bakers and others to tak^m 
payment the stiver, or rather metal, which 
. lip heretofore circulated in Ireland. .'Mr. 
* Cjorrx, the Chancellor of the Irish Exfcbe- 
has given notice, in Parliament, of a 


.... . • 

measure that he proposes to brin_ 

Upon the Subject. What this measure mat 
be, it is not easy even to guess. It is-hawk 
ly intended to. make good the promise of 
Sir Evan Nepean and the cabiuet of the, 
Castle;*it isjhardly intended to send over, 

“ dollars and other coin to supply the circu- 
M latfony" * because, be it kuowu to. Mr. 
Corry, that these.dollars and “ other com’*' ■ 
would not remaifi in circulation for twelve 
hours, unless two-thin's, at least, of the 
bank paper were first thrown into the fire, 
or taken, somehow or other, out of circula¬ 
tion. Pure coin cannot, at anything near 
its real value, lieely circulate in the same 
atmosphere with that paper'. 'One' or the . 
other must give'way, and it only remains 
for* the wisdom of Mr. Corry to make Ivis 
election. It is, by some person*, supposed, 
tint he has determined in favour of the pa* ‘ 
per; and that", with Jfie advice of the 
Bank-Directors, it has been determined t'O - 
issute shilling and sixpenny Bank-notes! ■ 
Whether these little snips of paper are to • 
be made a legal tender, and whether that 
measure is to be followed up by the esta¬ 
blishing of a maximum, as to the price* of 
labour and provisions, are points to be set¬ 
tled by the cogitations of the Castle ,* but, 
let the wise men, to whose bands the go¬ 
vernment of Ireland has been committed, 
take care how they move : they are here 
upon ground more slippery than they ever 
before trod upon: let them beware how 
they exercise their power; for they may be 
assured, that no force, civil or military, will 
upon this occasion, compensate for the 
want of wisdom., /rbove all things let them 1 
beware how they make the government a 
party with the Bank, how they lend to tho 
•Bank : paper the aid of the state, for then 
the Bank-paper b?ccmes assignats at once, 
sjnd universal distrust and confusion are at 
no great distance: If small notes are, is* 
.sued, all lho fiecessarib^of life will intimity 
|* rise. The pains of '\fonth cannot prevent 
this. Bobespierfe himself failed iu the at* 
temjjt; and, let the. wise men be prepared 
for (hose discontents which tnay arise from 
the want of a corresponding' rise In the 
price of labour. In short, if they do not act. 
with,-uncommon prudence and with firm* 
pe.-ijj -no less rare, tlicre is now opening be- 
' tore them a gulph of horrors such as .even 
wretched Ireland never yet witnessed —*■ ■ ■ 
if« Staled> in the public prints, that a full 
Voat! nas assembled, upon tfipl^aubject, at 
rtm .Iiari of Liverpool!* office, and that Sir 
Joseph Hanks, “ from his thorough knofr/edge 

* See Sir Evan’s Lcttcfi p. 507. . * 
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" of the coins, wai called In to assist the Lords 
4t of the Treasury at this deliberation,”— 
Sir Joseph Banks, above all men living J I 
Yet, it is very likely, that he may know Bill 
as much as the Lords of the Treasury. But, 
what has “ a thorough knowledge of coins” 
to do with the mattei J Foreigners must 
think we are mad, when they read such 
passages in our public prints. In what way 
can the knowledge of a medalist or a mine¬ 
ralogist contribute towards the providing a 
remedy for the pecuniary evils which now 
afflict Ireland, and which arise from a de¬ 
rangement in the political economy of that 
country ? We shall, however, see* what 
means Will be* devised by the united wis- 
‘ dona of Lord Hawkesbury, the Doctor, Mr. 
Bond, and brother Hiley. Events, events, 

1 have repeatedly said, events are tolling 
on, that will make us ftel what it is tamely 1 
and basely and Gently to submit to the 

rule of such men,-Mr. Corry announced 

to the Parliament, on the 12th instant, that 
be should not bring forward his proposition 
on the subject of the Irish Currency, till the 
arrival of certain dispatches fiom Dublin, 
which dispatches were hourly looked for. 
Now, what lie can expect in these dis¬ 
patches sufficient to influence him in any 
meaauie to be adopted relative to the cur¬ 
rency of Iieland, it would puzzle a wiz- 
xard to di*cover. In fact, he knows not 
what to do It is not a new tax or new 
loan that he has now to manage : it is not 
that polite and complaisant set of gentle¬ 
men who meet in St. Stephens, that lie has 
now to convince and satisfy: he has now a 
task of a different naturp to perform, and, 
though he has the immense advantage of 
Mr. Addington's advice and assistance, be 
will hardly be able to acquit himself with 
any tolerable success.——The evil may be 
got over for a few months very easily ; but, 
it must return, and, at every return, it will 
sequite new (force, till it bursts upon the 
beads of all those who shall attempt to ob- 1 
struct t|ie natural course of its operation— 
In the*midst of all these financial difficul¬ 
ties, where is Mr. Pitt ? Where is the " first 
" financier in the world ?*' Why docs he 
not come and throw upon these dark sub¬ 
jects “ the radiance of bis luminous mind ?” 
Oh ! say his partisans, “ be is employed in 
** the defence of the country!” The de¬ 
fence of the country, indeed! What has 
be If) do, more than other members of Par¬ 
liament, in the defence of the country ? Is 
what the Jgcgile in Kent say of him a fact ? 

Is hfe rea^nfiticn by a mad German cor- 
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poral i I« it, hi good earnest, m species' of 
madness which keeps him a volunteering, 
or doer be purposely avoid all discussions 
In Parliament, except those wherein he can 
act a part, calculated to preserve his po¬ 
pularity amongst the people, without giving 
offence at the court 5 We are informed by 
his partisan and eulogist, Mr. Ward, that 
“ he laboured by night and by day, that he 
<r sacrificed* his leisure and his health,” in 
making (1 plans of finance” for Mr. Ad¬ 
dington? previous to the misunderstanding 
between them. Why does he not continue 
his labours, now that they are wanted more 
than ever ? Wdl it be said, tliaf it is not his 
duty, seeing that there is another minister 
of finance \o perform it ? So are there, in 
the ministry, persons whose duty it is to 
frame and introduce measures relative to 
the volunteers, the militia, and the army} 
yet he comes with a whole budget of pro¬ 
jects upon these subjects. Here, in a 
science vi Inch he does not, and which he 
cannot understand, he is full of invention, 
leady, on all occasion;, not only to aid with 
his advice, but, in the true volunteering 
spirit, to offer measures ready ent and diy 
to the hands of the ministers; ( 1 while, with 
tespcct to finance, of which he is said to be 
the first master in this nether world, he 
never opens his lips, though a very con¬ 
siderable and very vulnerable portion of 
the Empire is, perhaps, upon the eve of a 
convulsion, owing to financial distresses; 
distresses too w hich have arisen out of his 
own measures. Is this aeling a manly part ? 
Is it conduct like this that warrants Mr. 
Ward's comparison with Catnillus and 
Cato ? Is this the man who is to " save the 
" city and restorS tlie tottering state ?” I 
am deceived if Mr. Ward has not, by this 
time, begun, like m^py others, to change 
his opinion. A name does much; but it 
will not silence the voices of events, and 
events are now beginning to speak to us 
with trumpet tongues. 

It was my wish and intention to have 
submitted to my readers some remarks on 
the discussion, which has taken place in Par¬ 
liament, relative to the payments made from 
the Irish Treasury at par; but want of room 
compels roe to defer these remarks till my 
next ——The intended Loans would also 
have demanded some attention $ and, I can¬ 
not even now close this sheet, without beg¬ 
ging my readers to iccollect Mr. Adding¬ 
ton’s solemn promise, that “ no addition 
to the debt should be made during the 


war. 
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ad n i in i stmt ion.—?*-To begin ffien with the 
iMPOHTtf; their amount (exclusive of corh 
an<j other grain), in the official value, was 
as follows: 

Imported in 1801 . $624,145,300 

1802.. ..54.4! 3,479* 

1803.. . .20,634.099 . 

The" official value” is oily a sort of 

, standard, or mode, which is made use of at 
the Custom-house, of rating acco'dvng to the 
quantity of the goods, the real value being 
vety difficult to ascertain Probably the 
real value is nearly double the official value, 
but, as to our piesent enquiry, that circum¬ 
stance is of no importance. The figures 
ppeak for themselves here, and much plainer 
than words possibly can, They show, not 
only that theye has beefi an interruptioif to 
the Doctor's “ continual increase," but, that 
the increase has been turned into a roost 
alarming decrease^.tnd, they show, that, if 
such an increase be “ an indubitable proof 
“ of the growing wealth and resources*of 
" tire country," the wealth and resources of 
this c ountry are fast upon the decline. But, 
that description of persons, who may be 
called balance of-trade-men, will, perhaps, 
assert, that a decrease in the imports is a 
mark of prosperity ; and, I must confess, 

, ihat such an assertion could not very con¬ 
sistently be contradicted by those who admit 
, the principle of a balance of trade. At 
once, however, to blast tho hopes which 
might anse from this source of decep¬ 
tion. it is sufficient to suite, that the de- 
cier.se of imports has not taken place in ar¬ 
ticles which are the growth or produce of 
et/iiT Mii'ii »s, but, in ll«i»e articles which 
are the grov ih or produce of our own Wcst- 
India colon cs ; in the articles coffee, sugar, 
and rutu, as will aur.ear from the following 
comparative statement between the years 
lbOl and 1803: 

Coffee. Sugar. Rum. 

18<Hs£4,416,822 $65,351,707 $£’420,845 

1603.. 1,474,154 4,232,143 370,184 

— 1 -%- * - -— 

2.942,-668 1,119,564 50,663 

1,119,564 

2,042,668 


Decrease in the three artidesjC4,l 12,805 


By looking back to the comparative state- 
|jj|$inuf the total of the imports, during the 
■free last years, it will be seen, that tfe 
*ear 1803 has faUeOr below that of 1801 in 
much about the amount of .the decrease 
thgsparticles of the growth of our own co- 

Jks ; so-Utat, here is no source of com- 
^jft JQj the b:t1ance-of*tradc q»ea, to those 

\ 


wise-acres, *#bita*gine, that, the sending 
of vsltmblb ffitngs out of the country to a 
greater amount than that of the valuable 
things received into the country is a proof 
of national prosperity ; to these persons the 
present state of our imports 1 affords no hope, 
because, as it has been shown, the decrease 
in the imports has been produced by a fall¬ 
ing-off in the r anio,ont of the things coming 
from anoth^P part fit our own dominions, 
and being #t ihe property of pur fellow sub¬ 
jects-—-The Expobts are divided into 
two classes, “ Foreign Merchandize," and, 
“ 'Britiih Produce and Manufactures." The 
latter of these comes certainly, more home 
to us than the former, but the lormcr.con¬ 
sists principally of the growth or produpe of 
our own colonies, and, therefore, any fall¬ 
ing-off in its amount must be regarded as of 
•great consequence. The decrease in the 
amount of this class of goods exported will 
appear from the following statement : 

Kxpoi led in 1801. .$£’16,601,802 

1802- 19,127,633 

1803.. .. 11,537,148 

This decrease is almost incredible; and 
one would wonder how- any minister could, 
sifter such estimates as those nvtde by the 
Doctor in all his financial speeches, find the 
hardihood to present this statement to tlie 
House of Commons! But, the Doctor 
knows his men.——I am anxious to keep 
in view, that it is not a comparison betweeu 
a year ofuw and a year of peace that I am 
making, but between 1801 and 1803, that 
is, between a year of the former war and a 
year of the present war. Nor do I wish to 
confine the comparison to the last year of 
the former war: Jake any year for seven 
years back, and you will find no one in 
which there was not more foreign merchan¬ 
dize exported than in the year 1803. The 
statement now presented' therefore, by ex¬ 
hibiting a comparative view* of the different 
effect of war upon trade, before, and after, 
the treaty of Amiens,' demonstrates the ruin¬ 
ous tendency of that compact, which ten¬ 
dency will/ however still more clearly ap¬ 
pear when welcome to examine into the 
nature of the decrease in the exports of 
our home produce and manufactures. 

Exported in 1 SOI.. d'25,6$),boy . 

1802- 26,003,139 

1603.. ..22,252,101 

Here the total of the exported British 
produce and manufactures in 1801 amounts 
to fiearly three millions and a half more 
than in 1603, f° r > it Is between these two 
year#othnf 1 particularly desire to continue 
my comparison. And, in*whnt articles of 
produce and manufactures has .this decrease 
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taken placet ? ffot In those which consist 
chiefly df materials first htought from other 
countries and afterwards wrought up in this; 
but, in those precisely, which are almost 
entirely the growth, and entirely the fabric, 
of this coumr} : in Linent, and particularly 
in woollens, the great staple commodity of 
England, as will appear by the following 
figures: t 

Linens. V Woollens. 
Exported in 1801 *£1^009,191 *#,321,236 

1802.. 895,156 6,487,263 

1803.. 561,310 5,291,441 

In theMinens there is a decrease of nearly 

one-half, and in the woollens of something 
more than two sevenths. There is a de¬ 
crease of nearly one-half in wrought silks, 
and of one-third in the haberdashery and 
stockings. But, the woollens form the most 
important object of our consideration. They 
are made almost entirely of mate; ials which 
, are the growth of our fields, and the labour 
hestoweJ on them is entirely the labour of 
okfr people, a very considerable portion of 
whom are fed by the produce of this branch 
of trade.—In toy letters to Mr.'Addington 
on the “ fatal effects of the peace with re- 
“ spect trfthe colonies, the commerce and 
*' manufactures of this kingdom,” 1 endea¬ 
voured to prepare the public for the de¬ 
crease, which has now taken place, and, I 
particularly pointed out the ruinous conse¬ 
quences which must, in a short time, result 
to the linen and woollen manufactures from 
the power which the peace had given to 
France of shutting out our goods from many 
countries, into which they found their way 
during the war.* How my apprehensions 
were received by the lrfl’ers of “ peace and 
commerce,” the public will recollect; and, t 
the Doctor and the ” solid toung lord,” his i 
coadjutor, may r#w begin to believe what ! 
I then told ,jhem : that “ popular noise 
*' would avail nothing against the power of 
*’ events ; ’’ and that, they would, in a very* 
few years, be “ compelled to listen to the 
rt curses of those whose plaudits now af- 
" forded them the means *>f misrepresent- 
" ing and calumniating the opposes of that 
'* disgraceful treaty by which they had pro- 
“ loqged ’be duration of their ill deserved 

u power and emoluments.”-What, then, 

I shall be asked, ‘ would you luve had, 

‘ eternal war, for the sake of preserving 

* trade ; you, who are cohtinualiy express- 
' ing your contempt for trade, and repre- 

* senting it as the f ohi of the monarchy ?’ 

-As to this latter point, my opiuinn was 
Hi early and consistently stated at the b*g ; n- 

' * See Letter III. 


t ■ 21, 1804'. - 

niag of Letter II. of the series just referred 
to. The whole discussion proceeded upon 
the presumption of the absolute necessity of 
maintaining the present system of what 'is 
called public credit; and, it is upon that 
presumptifin that I atn, of course, now pro¬ 
ceeding ; otherwise, the decrease of which 
1 have been speaking would certainly be 
considered as a favourable and a fortunate 
circumstance. And with respect to * eter- 
‘ nal war for the purpose of presen ing our 
‘ trade,' never did I utter such a sentiment; 
but, on the contrary, I had strongly to re¬ 
probate the conduct of those, who with the 
vain hope of extending our trade, submitted 
to disgraceful terms of peace. I contended 
ijpr the preservation of the national honour 
and independence: these were my great 
oljects : the discussions as to trade proceed¬ 
ed from a desire toibrwarn the nation, 
that, in exchange fflr its honour and its 
safety, it had received and would receive 
nothing. My position was this that, if I 
were compelled to take the question of 
peace or war, merely as a pecuniary one, I 
would have continued the war, till I could 
have obtained a better peace ; “ because the 
“ peace of Amiens would produce a dimi- , 
“ nution in our revenue more titan proper- 
" tionateto the ieducli>.R that such a peace 
“ would enable us to male in our expendi- 
“ ture.”-To return to what more imme¬ 

diately concerns us, let me ask how the Doc¬ 
tor will be able to justify himself to the 
Parliament and the nation ? The results, as 
above stated by me from the official papers, 
flatly contradict his predictions and his esti¬ 
mates. Will he plead genet a! igitr ranco of 
the subject, or partial eiror? Either of them 
is, in a min s er, and in a case of such mag¬ 
nitude, a ciime. It is a crime for him to 
have taken upon him such an office, if lie 
•knew not how to discharge its functions ; 
and if he did know how to discharge them, 
it was a crime not to have d• *ly discharged 
them. Will he say, that the decrease in our 
trade- has been owing to the war ? Why did- 
he,*then, declare war ? Why d.d l.o tint re¬ 
main at peace ? or, having resolved on war, 
why did he not take care, that this war, into 
which we have been b.ought during his ad¬ 
ministration, should no: be more injurious 
to our trade than was the war. in which, 
at his entrance into power, he found us en¬ 
gaged ? He will hardly contend, that we 
are acquiring more glory, or, that we enjoy 
greater snjily, in tins war than in the last. 
Therefore, as he found Its in war, and has 
now brought us into-war again, \vc hate a 
rip lit to ftentand of him, that he also pl^ee 
tv: wher® he found us with respect yj^ude. 
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He will, perhaps, qpry, that it was not be, bat was made to the Parliament, the low and 
the restless and insatiable ambition of the little men were filled with exultation, They 
enemy, that again, and so soon, brought ns thought that the sway of mediocrity, not to 
into war But did he not foresee, or ought say stupidity, was for ever established} and, 
he not to have foreseen, the consequences they began to proclaim aloud, that great 
of this restless and insatiable ambition ? talents were an injury rather that an advan- 
Oughthe not to have taken his measures tageto a government. Their triumph has, 
accordingly, and to have prevented a new thank God! short duration. Thank 

war, when it came, from placing our trade God ! the Nation has already, and, I hope, 
in a worse situation than tha r in which it before it is too late, been made to feel the 
was pravious to the peace ? Those whodis- effects of having listened to, and acted upon, 
approved of the peace, have a right to charge this grovelling this base and degrading no- 
' him with the loss of that trade which we tion For this wholesome lessor we shall 
should have enjoyed by the continuation of have to thank the Addingtons and the Jen- 
• tire war ; and those who approved of the kinsons : they have furnished us with a 
peace, with the loss of that trade which we practical and never-to-be forgotten pi oof of 
should have enjoyed by a continuation of the folly of committing the affairs of a na- 
the peace. The peace and the present war tion to the hands of low bred, low-minded, 
have taken place ^uring his administiation .* talent-less men. 

. He is answerable i*Tot only for the measures Second : the Revenue must ever, while 
of his ministry, but for the consequences of the present system continues, thrive or de- 
those measures. We are to compare* the cline with the trade, fn speaking of the re¬ 
state of the nation when he took the rule venue it will be necessary, in order opt to 
of it into his hands, with its ptesent state; embarrass the statements, to confine our- 
if we find its- affairs improved he is entitled selves to the produce of the permanent 
to that applause and to those honours and taxes, in the tiiv pi,ice, and for the purpose 

• rewards which are given to great talents and of contpai mg one year with another; and, 
meritorious actions; but, if the result of i afieruaids, if required, to speak of the war- 
our Inquiries be of exactly an opposite na- taxes. When the Doctor became minister, 
ture, he deserves censure and disgrace, in 1801, there was an Income Tax existing. 
Apply this'rule to the trad* 1 of the country, which tax was afterwards done away. There 
wefind, that, from a total * annual importa- were also in that year, new permanent 
tion of 27,300,0001. leaving out the minor taxes imposed to a considerable amount, 
parts, he has reduced us to an importation part of which did not come into full collir- 
of 21,600,0001. that, from an imports ion tion till the year 1802. The best way, 
of British colonial produce of 10,100,0001. therefore, will be to take the net produce 
he has reduced us to«an importation of^ of the permanent taxes, including the sum 
5 , 900 , 0001 . that, fiom an annual exporta- | paid for corn-bounties, in 1802, and com- 
tion of foreign merchandize amounting to { pare it with the net produce of the same 
16 , 600 , 0001 . he has redured us to an ex- j taxes, in 18Q3, in which fame I do not, of 
portation of 11,500,0001. that, from a total course, include, new^axes which came into 
annual exportation of British produce and collection in this latter y ear, and which did 
manufactures amounting to 25,600,0001. lie not come into collection in the former 
has reduced us to an exportation of year. 

• 22,2^0,0001. and lastly, that, from an ar.-*' Netproducein 1802 <£20,16-4,045 

• Dual exportation of woollens, the great sta- 1803 27,743,326 

pie of our coiftitry, amounting to 7,300j000l. • -- 

he has reduced us to an exportation of Defalcation*in 1803 1,421,419 

5,200,0001. a sum nearly one million 1e«s --- 

in amount than that for which we exported There can be no error in this statement, 
woollens in the year 1/98, having, as to unless the accounts laid before Parliament 

this important branch of trade, caused us to are false.-Hie net produce of all the 

make a retrograde motion over the space of taxes, in 1803, amounted to 30,710,7471. *' 
five years. — - Thus it is to be ruled by which, as the reader will perceive, surpasses 

' " safe politicians;” by men taken “from the pi oduce of 1802, by a little more than 
1 he middle classes of society.” When (he half a million ; but in the year 1803, new 
glittering display of the 10th of Dec. 1802 taxes to the amount of 2 , 967 , 219 !. ewe 

__ . ---—. inUci collection, ami which did not come, 

•The Edst-Iudia importations are not made into collection at all in t&e year 1802} so' 
i*p for ij*t year, therefore, they do not entei on that, ihougb really three millions of taxea 

into any at these statement*. were added to thelr.xcs in existence in 1602. 
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tW total net produce was only half a mi 
more thin it wait m that year; and, indeed, - 
if we make the due allowance for deprecia¬ 
tion of money, the net prpduce of 1803, 
notwithstanding the addition of nearly three 
millions of new taxes, did not surpass in the 
amount of one penny, the total net produce 
of 1-802. This is, a pretty clear proof, that 
taxation, in the Doctor’s hands, at any rate, 
cannot be carried fa rther. Great 

pains appear to havtToeen t?K)pn to prevent 
a minute investigation as to fiftc particular 
department, and particular taxes, in which 
this falling-off has taken place ; but, as to 
the general conclusion it is not of much 
consequence what source has been first ex¬ 
hausted ; whether the defalcation has taken 
place in the old or the new taxes, whether 
in the customs or the excise ; whether peo¬ 
ple have sold their horses j or left off drink¬ 
ing wine or shut out their day-light, or whe* 
thcr some have done the one or some the 
other; upon tho whole there has been a de¬ 
falcation ; upon the whole, additional imposi - J 
iiont have not produced additional receipts, j 
much less have they produced those “ mag~ 
nificent receipts,” which weieanticipated by 

Lord Auckland.-The War-Taxes have 

failed in g still more conspicuous manner, i 
These taxes were “ to inspire confidence at \ 
“ home and create respect abroad.” “ But," 
said the Doctor, in his memorable bombasti- 
cal budget speech of the 13th of June last, 

“ the pecuniary effect is not all, it will be j 
“ a difference in another respect, the dif- 
“ ference between a temporary and a per- 
" manent tax. It will hive another effect 
" also, that of convincing the enemy of this 
“ country, that it is hopeless for him to con- 
" tend with our finances, that it is not in 
" his power to affect us m that respect : it 
*• will have a still further cflect, that of con- 
** vincing the otliejjpowers of Eurspe, that 
•' they may safelfpin with us in a common, 

*' cause of resistance against the common 
‘ f enemy, for that the resources of this 
“ country are such as to give full security* 
“ ftff the punctual discharge of any engage- 
“ ment it may enter into, a.-.ul this is an ob- 
“ ject for which l have, view some pro- 

“ visions.”-What, provisions the Doctor 

had in fijs wise ',iead has never yet come to 
light, hut, *tr.ost assuredly, he has not pro¬ 
duced, in the other powers of Europe, any 
disposition to make a common cause with 
us j nor, shall we wonder at this, when we 
ftaye examined into the produce of the war- 
taxes, that source of “ confidence at Horae 
“ and of respect abroad.” —The war- 
hue? yyerfe estimated to produce I2,500|0i00l. 


a year * ; but, as they were not imposed fill 
Jhne, 1803, their produce, in that gear. Wit 
estimated only at 4,500,0001. There was, 
indeed, half the year to come, at the time 
of imposing the taxes, but as the two first 
quarters of any lax. are seldom so produc¬ 
tive Af the subsequent ones, it appeared rea¬ 
sonable to take the half year’s produce at 
4,500,0001. but it appears, from the offi¬ 
cial accounts, that the amount of this pro- 
duce was only 1.800,0001. This defalca¬ 
tion was owing, in some part, to the non¬ 
collection of the new income-tax ; but in 
whatever degree this cause operated, the 
blame must be attributed to the minister, 
whit laid the tax and who proposed, and 
caused to be enacted, the law which was 
intended to enforce its collection. In short, 
wV have nothing Vi look at but the effect ; 
and, here we find, that, in 1803, flic- war- 
taxes instead of producing 4,500/001. did 
actually produce no adfl re than 1,800,0001. 
-The Doctor, when called upon, in Par¬ 
liament, to explain the cause of this fearful 
defalcation, is said, in tho newspapers, to 
have stated, that a mistake had been made 
with respect to the period, for, that, by the 
words “ present year," made use of in his 
budget speech of the 13th of June last, he 
did nor mean the year according to the 
Calendar, but the “ financial years,” end¬ 
ing on the 5th April, 1804. Never was 
there so barefaced a falsehood’as this utter¬ 
ed before in a public ascmbly, however 
puerile its purposes or despicable its cha¬ 
racter. The words of the budget-speech 
v r ere these : “ The committee must be 
“ aware, that, though Paiiiament may de- 
“ termme to ia«se so large a part of the 
" supplies within the year, yet, it must be 
“ obvious, that a very considerable part of 
“ this sum cannot be raised within the pre- 
* f sent year, J will, therefore, only calculate , 
“ the sum to be produced by these taxes,' 
" in this year, at 4,500,0001.” Is there, 
then, an honest man in the whole wotld, 
who will not join in characterising as an 
impudent falsehood, the above mentioned; 
ass8»4ign which the ministerial newspaper 
reporters have dared to attribute to the Doc¬ 
tor ? Let us take one more proof. There mi 
now lying before the Parliament an official 
account from t ie Treasury, the Doctor's own 
shop, entitled, ** An account of the disposi- 
“ tion of grants for Great-P»ritain, given’ 
“ for the services of the year 1803 j" and, 
this account, after ertun?diating tho several 

* See the Doctor’s budget-speech, Register*. 
Vol. IV. p. 909 - 
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services and their expence, conclude with a 
statement of the ways and means far meeting 
the said expense, and, amongst those waysand 
means, observe, for the services Jor the year 
J 8 Q 3 , are included the war-taxrs according 
to the budget estimate, that is, 4 , 500 , 0001 . 
Is it not clear, then ; is it not a/act to be 
denied by no one who his any regard for 
truth, that the Doctor calculated, and that 
the Parliament and the foolish people relied, 
upon a produce of war-taxes to the amount 
ot 4 , 500 , 0001 . in the year 1903 ? * So much 

* the better,’ some one will say: * those 

* who relied upon the Doctor ought to be 

* deceived, ought to be ruined.* Granted , 
but that is another question. Far be’ it 
fr<vn me to lament, that they are, thus be¬ 
times, made I ofeel the effects of their sel¬ 
fishness sod credulity ; but this has nothing* 
to do witii the financial fact that I have 
been Stating. The war-taxes of 1803 were 
estimated at 4,500,6^^1. The Parliament 
imagined it was imposing taxes, for that 
year, to that amount ; and, those taxes 

have yielded only 1 , 800 . 0001 .-Whnt 

may be the produce of the war-taxes during 
this present or any future year, I will not 
take upon me to state ; but, if all the other 


POU^Utl^GUSTEB. [Jfl^ 

—The Doctor '/old theParii«nent, that 
his budget of war-taxes of thii ISth of June 
last, would provide, without any addition to 
them, for thtf vigorous prosecution of the 
wari and for the carrying into effect all those 
great purposes, of which he was pleased to 
speak on that memorable occasion. But, 
behold! he and his patriotic colleague. Citi¬ 
zen Tierney, a re ne w preparing another bud¬ 
get of war-tay£ non withstanding the Citi¬ 
zen’s repeated promise to the people o,fSouth¬ 
wark to “ hghten their burdens. ’ They, an 
was observed on a former occasion, may 1 
easily impose new taxes, but, tO/fW/rotfhem 
will be a different sort of task- ’The Bishop 
of Landaff called out to the ministry to tax 
us as much as they pleased j ljut, the ques¬ 
tion is, not how much taxes vie are willing, 
but how much wk are able, to pay j how 
much can possibly he raised. As to the will 
to oonti ibute towards the support of the go¬ 
vernment, or of the war. that is by no means 
wanted; but the ability to contribute in a 
greater degree than we at present contribute, 

1 very much doubt : and, my doubt is fully 
warranted by the experience ..f the last year. 
The Donor boasted, in the month of Febru- 


taxes now existing continue unrepealed, and 
keep up to their present produce, I will 
venture to predict, that the now existing 
war-taxes will not produce more than 
6 , 250,0001 a*year, that is to say, half the 
amount at which they were estimated by the 
nqjr.ister and relied on by the Parliament and 
the people. 

Titian : How, then, are we to meet the 
annual Expenditure ? And, what is the mag¬ 
nitude of that expenditure,, compared with 
the amount of the annual income of the 
nation ? In the year 1303 , a year of 
half war and half peace, the expenditure 
amounted to 50 ,^ 40 , 0 / 81 . and the income 
to , 38 , 858 , 3 / 31 ., including war-taxes. This 
leaves a deficiency of nearly 12,000,0001. to 
be supplied by loan, and, that deficiency was 
to supplied, or nearly so, last year, and must 
be so supplied evepr year, and, 1 apprehend, 
to a much greater amount; for, when we 
consider the expenses in the barrack depart¬ 
ment, and in se vecd olher branches ot ex r 
penditure, whichTM»Vbeen studiously kept 
back from the Ja»t year’s statement, we can¬ 
not estimate, the total expenditure of the pre¬ 
sent aqd every ffljbre year, of even this soi l 
of warfare, at mss than 60 / 100 , 0001 . There¬ 
fore, however be defer his loans, by what¬ 
ever art be may attempt to-hide the path to 
bankruptcy from our eyes, the loans must 
come at, last, or, in one shape or another, 
the .national debt, or rather the amount 
to be annuallypaid by the p^opleas the in¬ 


ary last, that he had imposed new laxes on 
the people to the amount of 17 , 000 , 0001 . 
per annum. It is now nearly a jear since 
i the last of these taxes were imposed $ and, 
■ if'a comparative statement were made out up 
j to the present month, I am certain it would 
appear, that he has not added 3 , 000 ,OUOl. to 
the annual revenue. To what end,then, is he 
| about to impose more new taxes, seeing that 
w line is added under one name is deducted 
under another ? “ If,” according to the old 
saying, “ he has it in meal, lie cannot have 
“ it in malt.” Recourse must, therefore, be 
had to loans as large as ever, or the war must 
be put an end to upon an\vterms, or ibe in¬ 
terest of the public debt\«ust go unpaid, 
which last produces that state of things 
which has been termed a national bankrupt¬ 
cy, and which, though long in coming, may, 
at last come in good earnM • 

Fourth : The Doctor had been warned, 
that, unless the Debt could be prevented from 
augmenting to any considerable annua] a- 
mount, the “ capital, credit and confidence” 
of the country must fail. Therefore, at the 
commencement of his war, he thought he 
was providing against this evil,by imposing 
war-faxes, wherewith to prosecute the con¬ 
test without making any addition to the debt 
by thd means of loans. He did, indeed, ac¬ 
knowledge, that his intention was, to borrow 
annual^ to the amount of 6,000,0001, but,' 
he observed, at the same .time, that, as tlj* 



aoqaalTy,: there 




anijHaUy, there ■ffimm, span (he w bole, no 
4d£tikm to the debt take place, I remarked, 
at the time, that this was either an attempt 
to deceive the public, or a proof that th? 
Doctor was himself grossly deceived ; and, 
I asked, why if the Sinking Fund really did 
reduce the debt in the sum of six millions an¬ 
nually ; if this reduction was a reality, I ask¬ 
ed, why do you not, during the war, sus¬ 
pend the operatiotP4> 1 ’tu'S^inking Fund, 
make no loan at all, and, thereby save the 
expenceof bonuses and discountslhid charges 
-of management to the amount, perhaps, of 
half‘a million annually ? upon which I was 
told,by way of answer, that I was‘ v an assassin, 
" stabbing at the vitals of my country," A 
hard name, certainly, fora man whose pro¬ 
position, if the Sinking Fund be not a down¬ 
right humbug, went merely to the saving of 
the nation the sum of halt a million of lists- 
less annual expence ! Really, from the ;u ri- 
niony and rage, to which, upon this subject, 
my opponents have given way, a stringer to 
the controversy would, were he that to dip 
into their writings, were he to hear them 
jeviling nte ns a “ political swindler," a 
“ cheat upon a guild scale," a “ defrauder 
“ of the widow and the oiphan," he cei- 
tainlv would conclude, that I myself owed 
the whole of the debt. A poor creature in¬ 
deed, however, should 1 he, were such sense¬ 
less abuse, though hacked with the blubber of 
Mr. Sheridan's true English feeling," to 


is ndtfpf all animals to ,play tricks with US-- 
putmjr„~--~ I shall, perhaps, tie told, that. 
In stati ug tfwj) couth wai i net ease of the Jett, 

I should also have stireu the continual and,, 
proportionately, moie rapid increase of the , 
Sinking Fund ; that, while 1 w;h stating the 
funded debt to have increased, dining last 
year, from*547 millions to .out millions,, I 
should not have omitted to s- on the 
other band, that the Sinking Fund had in¬ 
creased from 07 to 77 millions, and that, 
therefore, though there was, in the whole 
debt, redeemed and unredeemed taken toge¬ 
ther, an increase of 14 millions, there was, 
in the unredeemed debt alone, an increase of 
only 4 millions. Now, this reproof 1 cer¬ 
tainly shall meet with ; and who would not, 
frotWMich reproof, conclude, that the Sink- 
iag'Tund lessenldxiiie debt of the nation ? 
who, when they are gravely informed 
in the official accounts, and even in the, 
speeches of his Majesty that such antf-such 
provisions have been made, and such and 
such sums applied, for the “ reduction " of 
the national debt; who, when they leceivc 
such information, through such channels, < 
would not believe, that some reduction,, at 
least, has been made in that debt, especially 
when they are, with the same degree of 
solemnity, told, that 77 millions of tbedebt 
have been actually “ redeemed. " i What 
do we usually understand by the wbrd re¬ 
deemed, as applied to the affairs of debtor 
and creditor ? When a mao, who bat 


stifle any sentiment that 1 enteram upon 1 contracted a debt by way of mortgage or 

the s ibi-.vt.-The amount of the mUionr.l 1 bond, pays that dett off', he is said to have 

deb; lru-t increase with eveiy new 1 m. It j redeemed his mortgage or bond, and', it fill- 
does mi increase. At live close of JS02, the lows, of course, that he no longer pays in-' 
funded debt amounted to Al/,000,0001 , terest on the money advanced him upon that . 
at the close of ltfOJ, ,t amounted to security. laskwltethcrthisisnotthcmeHl* 
501 .000, 0001., not including the addition ; ing, and the onlv meamng, which, in such 
which lias been made to ily? unfunded debt, 1 transactions, is given to the word jcdceme&f^ 
which at the enA of 1802, amounted to | Every one who h 4’he least regard for troth 
21 ,o;k).(V Oh, afKi which now amounts to J will say, yes. Well, then I ask, do not 
2t),000 MX)!.* an addition which the Doctor j nine hundred and ninety-nine out of every 
has made in consequence of his desire to thousand persons; in short do not the 
make a proportionately smaller and more per* ! whole nation, some, and those a very few, 
ceprtblc udd.tion in the shape of loan. Mil- ' persons excepted, really believe., that, by the 
lions upon millions are quietly borrowed in 1 means of the sinking fund, we have non4 
the shape of Exchequer Bills, but would ex- j fide redeemed 77 millions worth of stoc<, • 
cite great outcry and alarm, ir borrowed in | that we have sktupllv paid off' 77 millions 
the shape of loan and, though the distnal | of our debt, and, of course, that we no 
hour of reckoning must at last t ome, the 1 longer pay interest upon those “7 millions ? 
trick does, in the mean time, answer the ' I osk, whether,this notion be not generally,- 
purpose of the minister, who, if he accom- j and indeed, universally adopted ; and whe- 
plishes no other object, keeps his place for j ttjer the whole phraseology and tenor of the 
tome time with less trouble than he could financial papers and accounts are not Calcu¬ 
tta, were he to show the people the reahstate lated and even intended to,propagate and to , 
of their affair*. This is what the. Doctor establish this notion? And, if 1 am an- 
hfis peen attempting; hot, he mig^t have, swered in the affirmative, am I not justified in 
l#ad, in the falsie of the cudgeled aw, that it calling upon my countrymen to join me in de- 
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-preening the 

so disgraceful to (is alf* *j$pig with ca- 
km'tous consequences?-—-N one of the 
<toe’e lias been redeemed : none of the 
de >t has been paid off"? sftd, wo continue to 
p .ij initrest on every farthing of she clout that 
existed before the sinking fund Ix’gr.n and 
that has been created since. Tlu* unredeem¬ 
ed stock conxkfocl, at the beginning el tins 
year, of 484 millions, and the la.'errrn stock 
of 77 nrllions; and, who would .mrgine, 
that we should have interest to pay on any 
in ore than 4b-i millions ? ^ of, it is a truth, 

and a truth, too, well woith the set ii.nscnn- 
side ati v.j of ho}ij king and people, that we 
shah stiii hare to pan inti ? e*t upm the a hole 
£6! millions, end that in iclu-lht&A if^es 
•plate*, or can take place, while ilie piesent 
system is pursued. There are persons, cilt- 
ferltg. ! conte-s, from tnv-elf, who saw, in 
the otiginal ohm of "Hie sinking fund, a prin¬ 
ciple of ft-.il reduction ; but, if thispiiuci- 
plc ever did exist, it was annihilated by Mr. 
Addington’s measure of M - iv, 1802 ; and, 
thererVe, with anv excenl'i'>n as to the ef¬ 
fect of that principle I need not emb.iriass 
the s'njjjucity at.u cripple foe tvae, whatever 
• it may u.*, of my reasoning, v Inch rpplies 
to wh.it i« and tr. wlnt will he, a4 not to 
what might hate K:en if foili/unt mea-mes 
had been adopted, or if d•tVerc'iii men had 
had the manage:; ant ot our jiiKuw’.il con¬ 
cern's. Here, then, L ret ri» to the simple 
. and inrontroveitible proposition, that, v he- 
; (her our debt consist in redeemed or un¬ 
redeemed stock, whatever he the shape or 

■ name it may assume, to us, cither as indi- 
. xitluaLur as a nation, it* matins not, so 
, iiong as ncr reduction takes place ■ in the an- 
», itual interest whuh ire have to p"<j on account 

., pf it. If this be granted me, and I should 
hke to hear the ic.k-ous on which a could 
be refused, it on’y remains for me to fo.iw,* 
that no such reduction lias taken, or can 

■ take place, bit that, notwithstanding ihe 
" dperation of the sinking fund, the imerest 
"•■.goes on inntvsvig in an exact pi..portion to 

the increase of the whole of the debt” re¬ 
deemed and unredeemed, funded and un- 
, funded, * as will appear by the following 
figures, showing the amount of the debt and 
of the interest paid on account cf debt, in 
. the years J jgs and 1803 respectively. 

Debt. Interest. 


1798 - £ 448,490,014 
1S03 - *588,581,542 


./20,: 03.884 
,i 25,006,211 


* The differcr-r/- produced by mixiru' the amount 
of Exchequer Bills with that, of stock is too tn- 
here 10 tic of any consequence, north notice, 
ash^e jesqlt in view. 


■ NoW/tetit bes ’obs^fv^, -r 

1708 , there are only 37 mitl'OrtS br'#hat , t» 
called redeemed debt, while in the debt Uf 
1803, there are 77 milliotis ; but still the 
proportion of interest is exactly the same 1 
Where, th'en, I again ask, are we to look 
for the alleviating effects of this redemption * 
When, oh, when ! are we to begin to feel 
its powers of n» relief r—— But, 

nm l a*kcdVMn wnaf do these questions 

* lead ? Where is the use of this gloomy 

* exposition ?’ My answer is, that, by men 
rt mind and of heart, men who lovelkeif" 
honour and their liberties better than 
miserable peif, this exposition, if it be true, 
will be welcomed ; because such men would 
mihcr see danger at its distant approach and 
prepate to resist it, than wait its arrival and 
bav-ly plead ihe inutility of resistance. My 
'answer is, that, when my object was to in¬ 
quire into ihe effects \Hiich the public debt 
would have as to the duration and the re¬ 
sult of the present aw ful contest, this expo¬ 
sition became a natural and necessary pre¬ 
liminary ; and, indeed, it has left little to he 
learned from that inquiry, it has led little 
eke to do but to draw, from indubitable 
premises, an infticnce ton. obvious not to 
be perceived by even the most inattentive cf 
ie- ders; for, it the last five years, four years 
of war and one year of petite, hive added 5 
mtil'ons to the annual amount of the interest 
to bo paid on the national debt, would it 

i or he .something wor^e than infatuation to 
expect or to hope, that, if the present war 
should Inst five years, another 5 millions 
wiii net be added to the amount of that in¬ 
terest ? And, then, how is the war to be 
supported, and thip interest duly discharg¬ 
ed ? This is the question, to which 1 want 

a rational answer. - 1 lie way in which 

iris generally answered if it can be called 
rmwering, is, to ask : ‘“how did we sup. 

‘ port the last war, and. ate the same time 

* duly discharge the interest of the debt, 

‘ though the debt, and the interest also, of 
‘ course, were nearly doubled in afhount 
‘ before ih\j end of that war ?’ Whoever 
pursues this course of reasoning*imtst have 
previously adopted ihe principle, that an 
increase of a pound has the saipe effect as 
the increase of a penny. But, In answer »q 
those who predicted great embarrassments 
and fatal consequences from the immense 
magnitude «f the debt, it was always an¬ 
swered t ‘ no matter how great the debt 4s, 

‘ sb long as our trade keeps pace with it 
and, as in the instances of Mr. Rose and 
Mr.fM* Arthur, they produced you figures to 
show that the increase fif the trade had 
kept pace with the increase of the debt. 
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during the <4rW6i W- the war, and that; 
if the interest of our debt had doubled, 
during the war, our trade also had. doubled 
during that period. At the breaking out of 
that war, the total official value of our ex* 
ports and imports, was about 35 millions; 
in the last year of the war, they amounted 
to about 69 millions 5 at the former period, 
the annual interest of th^nalional debt, was 
about 12 millions, fr^-iie Urfer period little 
short of 24 millions. Here tBckpropoition 
is kept up, and, it it were still kephip, there 
"•^mald perhaps belittle occasion for alarm. 
■ But, what is our present situation ? We have 
tall the interest ot doubled debt to pay an¬ 
nually, while our tiade has made a retiogade 
motion of five years; so that wc have now 
a trade less than that of l/Oi), with a debt ot 
1 S 03 , Nothing can furnish so clear and so 
striking an illustration as a comparison in the 
proportion between the amount of the trade, 
and of the interest of the debt, in those 
two years respectively. 


Amount of Import* w«l H*pc*ri» Interest ol Debt 

1798—j^ay,73 3.055 - - ^21,472,106 

1803— 55,430,231 - - 25,1)00,211 

Where, then, I repeat my question ; where 
are we to look for the means of supporting 
the present war, and for discharging, at the 
same time, the annually increasing expenses 
of the debt ? Ami again told that there will 
be little or no annual addition to these ex¬ 
penses became the greater part of li e sup 
plies arc, according to the Doctor’s plan, to 
be raised within the year ? In the first place, 
even the Doctor allows that lie shall always 
take a loan {he should have said as long as 
he could get it), ot O millions a year, and 
this year he is about to take a loan of IO 
millions, to say nothing of the 0 millions for 
poor Ireland, three timeses-much as it has 
been usual to borrow annually for that 
country, and, tbfinterext of which, if it be # 
paid at all, njpst, in gieat part be advanced, 
and indeed finally paid, by Great Britain. 
At any rate 10 millions a year will be wanted 
by*way of loan, which together with (unded 
Exchequer Bills, will, in course of five years, 
have swelled the annual interest of the debt 
to 30 , 000 , 0001 . at least. 

If wliat I have above advanced be not ex¬ 
tremely erroneous, the conclusion is, that, in 
consequence of our reduced trade, our pre- 
' aerrt means are inadequate to our wants.— 
Last year, which .was half a year ot war and 
. half a yearof peace, tips total expenditure of 
, the nation, including interest of the* debt, 
amounts to 50 milliom(I makeall these state¬ 
ments from the official accounts.) ,The ex¬ 
penditure of the present year, when we con- 
fjidff the expenses that have been incurred. 
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and have not yet come to account, we cannot 
estimate at less than 55 millions. But, sup¬ 
pose us to continue on in this inglorious- 
defensive war, and suppose the annual ex¬ 
penditure, on account thereof, to be no 
greater thatj it was last year, bow are we, 
with our present trade, to meet that expen¬ 
diture? And, must we not, at the end of a 
year or two, withhold payment ol the an¬ 
nually increasing interests of the debt, 
or crouch down at the (eet of the enemy ?* 
Will it again be answered, that new taxes 
are to be levied i An addition to the reve¬ 
nue without an addition to the hadeczwmt lake 
place ; for, it we were to allow it to be 
possible, to carry on the War this* year, fqr 
instance, without any loan at all, and, of 
cWlffe, without mhking any addition to the 
interest of the debt} if we were, for ar-' 
gument’s sake, to allow, that the Doctor, 
accepting of the offa venerable pre¬ 
late, weie this year to squeeze the whole 
fifty millions out of ibe nation, wlrat would 
be the consequence ? would not a squeezed 
nation be like a squeezed lemon ? Would 
it not yield less and less at e\ery squeez¬ 
ing ? Do you not, by eating, the seed, cut 
off (he hope of a future harvest ? And, 
does not our present stale if seif afford us a ‘ 
practical illustration of this truth ? Has not 
the D. ctor heaped upon us loads of new 
taxes, and has notour trade,.have not our 
future means of meeting those taxes, de¬ 
creased in a fearful degree ?—Since, there¬ 
fore, we cannot, with onr present trade, 
defray the annual interest of the debt and 
support the other blanches of our expendi¬ 
ture, it follows, that we must utvive and 
extend our trade, or leave the interest of 
the debt unpaid, or diminish out other 
expenses bv putting an end to the war/ be 
[ the terms of the enemy what they may j 
and, those who think it impossible that our 
means should receive an extension, while 
in the hands of the right honourable Doc¬ 
tor, by whom they have been so much 
contracted; those who think it impossible, 
that our country should, under this man's 
administration, recover abroad that ie«pect 
and influence which is absolutely necessary 
lo counteract the commercial as well as tbo 
political and war-like hostility of France j 
tinfse who think thus, must allow, that our 
only choice lies between bankruptcy and 
slavery, unless onr affairs are speedily com¬ 
mitted to other and abler hands.* 

20 th April. Wm. Cosbett. 


* Several of the accfiunts, referred to in this 
address, have been laid bet,ire Parliament dining 
the jnesent session, and have not yet beca^mb* 



595 } 


CQBBETTS TO§Kt£ 

IRISH HALF-JAY. 

Sir, -From the observations relative 

to the Irish half-pay officers, that occurred 
in course of the debate in tbe House of 
Commons on the 12th instant, I am con¬ 
vinced that those members who spoke in 
their behalf, and the public at. largfc, are 
not acquainted with their situation ; and 
you will confer a lasting obligation on them 

by inserting the following statement.- 

'Previous to the union of the two countries, 
the military establishments of each was dis¬ 
tinct. That of Ireland had much le-.s pay, 
allowances, pension, &rc. &c. than that of 
England j and, officers as well as men, when 
they entered, either conceived themselves 
itttitled to these fixed allowances. Circum¬ 
stances rendered it ,<uvispble to ch if^v.tbe 
forces of the two countries, in course oi tTic 
last war ; and the first step taken by the 
late ministers, wat to augment the Irish j 
pay, that the Briutfbregimenls sent there 
might not suffer by the change. On the 
conclusion of the treaty of peace, several of ! 
those regiments were reduced, and not a i 
doubt was entertained that their half-pay 1 
and pensions would cither be incicased, or ; 
that they would be reduced on the British ! 
half pay. But such was not the case. They ) 
were placed, by the economical ministry, on 1 
the old Irish allowance; on an establish- | 
ment to which they never belonged ! 1 shall ' 
not detain you, Sir, by stating the loss sus- 1 
tained by the officers in consequence ; but, 
the situation of the poor old soldiers of these 
regiments is <o ciuelly hard, that I hog your 
attention to it. Had they been permitted to 
complete their time of service in their own 
country, they would have received n pension 
of nine pounds a year j but, because they 
did so in Ireland, they are left with only six 
Irish pounds, and I can assert this to have 
been the case with many men, who, of the 
whole of their long service, had not passed 
more than one year in Ireland. This cer¬ 
tainly has the appearance of injustice, and 
it will be most satisfactory to those concern¬ 
ed, to have it explained.-1 beg leave, be¬ 

fore I conclude, to express my surprize 1 at 
the reasons given by Lord Castleieagh 
against granting payment at par to those offi¬ 
cers who are in England, “ because it was 
" optional with them to reside here or in 
" Ireland.” No man can know better than 
his lordship, that the majority of those offi¬ 
cers are British. And does he really think 


REGISTER, 
those officer* imbibed such. aotiiOBi of&Mb 
happiness as to give np their homes, their 
friends and country to live there, ? Does bis 
lordship think that if they had done so, they 
wocfld still have been in existence, upon the 
huff-year's allawanc'e, the only aid they have 
yet received from the Irish Treasury.—-I 
am, Sir, your sincere friend.— ah old sol- 
dick, 


j/TT7ffc*i»«iTiRy. 

Sip. —■VHaving in two former 

jyed ro you al 


conveyed 


bshed by me; but, they will all be found ir» the last 
number of the First volume of the Parliamen¬ 
tary Debates, which volume will be completed 
in about a fortnight from this dine. 


in two former letter* 
at some length, my remarks 
. on the opposition made in the Hoase>*f 
j Commons to Mr. Pitt's motion for inquiry 
i into the conduct of the Admiralty ; and also 
! on Lord St, V.'s claim to future confidence, 

| from past services, I venture to address a 
i third to yon, which closes what I have to 
say on these subjects.— — -In order to exa- 
j Aiine with accuracy. Lord St. V.’s fitness for 
his present situation, I will, for the *mo- 
! ment, allow his foi mer sei vices, in the active 
1 duties of his profession, all the value and 
i importance claimed for them by his most 
1 zealous partisans; I wall allow his errors, as 
; First Lord of the Admiralty, to have been 
| inconsiderable, and of a nature easily rec- 
i tilled ; and, that his general unpopularity in 
the various departments of the navy is un- 
I merited, I will further, for the sake of ar¬ 
gument, allow, that though his loidship's 
health is bad, it yet permits him to attend 
his duties during half the year ; vet, after 
accepting the whole of tins liberal allow¬ 
ance, t presume no one will be prepared to 
assert, that Lord St. V., is the man best 
qualified to preside at the Admiralty, through 
a period so critical, that the neglects of a 
single day might syik this country into a 
province of France. And wheie is tbe 
man, whondtfiU'ing Loid St. V.V inability 
from any cause, and ev<m to a trifling ex¬ 
tent, will be hardy cnougff'to maintain, his 
professional colleagues are sot well chosen, 
that the customary objections which have 
been made for ages against important offices 
devolving to the execution of deputies, 1 are 
inapplicable ‘with respect to them ? If in 
the present conflict we ultimately obtain 
success, it must be by an exertion of menial 
and corporeal vigour in our rulers; whilst 
esteem and confidence towards them, most , 
be added to sense of duty in those wbti 
serve. I apprehend, therefore, that the in¬ 
expediency of Lord St. Vi’s continuing 
the marine minister is, from the above re* 
flectihn alone, fully established ; it' sorely 
then becomes Parliament not to delay tin- 
necessrrily, even for a singly Uay the taking ' 
effectual steps for his ren^tal, test cr tests 





ititom ■■ arte, rendering a change tmpKf&P 
cable. The pwHeeht- general system of the 
Admiralty is, in my estimation, so preg¬ 
nant with mischief to the state, that its con¬ 
tinuance hourly endangers the safety of the 
country, and not only the welfare, but the 
very existence of our navy. To lull the 
country, awakened in some degree, to a 
sense of that danger, the supineness of the 
present Admiralty has brought upon them, 
to strengthen the d&th-l‘ik’ifvlurnber, Mr. 
Pitt’s motion had a little roused ltjj-om, by 
a stimulus well timed, though ill supported, 
and in some degree, I regret to observe, ill 
conducted; (in a gieat measure from his 
having expected the papers he moved for 
would be granted) I say, that to lull the 
country into its former lethargy, the Admi¬ 
ralty has lately made some addition to our 
force under Ix>rd Keith j the}’ have ordered 
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i imprs(dtr- : ’ : | the merchants’ yards, I believe, only four 
tem of' the ships of the line can be launched. It fre- 
i, so prog- quentty , happens that a 74 gun ship is 6 Of 
tat its con- 7 years building in the King's jards : in the * 
fety of the merchants’ yards, (where exigency alone 
e, but the leads us to build,) not more than half that 
o lull the time is allowed, which accounts, in some 
gree, to a sort, tor the shorter duration of ships built in 
iess of the the latter ; a. their large timbers have not 
pon them, been so throughly seasoned, by long ex- 
mber, Mr. posure before being covered in. From these v 
tJYom, by premises, and the known deficiepcy of tim- 
supported, ber lit for the construction of Inge ships, 
jbserve, ill the neglect of the present Admiralty may be 

* from his justly appreciated.--.It is said, that within 

moved for this last year, we have lost (wrecked or 
to lull the foundered) twelve ships of' war, many of 
the Adtui- whichjrerc ships of the line ; besides this, 
ion to our stvMSiin the same jteriod lta’e been found 
ve ordered nuscrvioable. To *b.it is such a rapid di- 


some gun-boats to be built, and a few armed • mi nut ion of our navy to be attributed^ 


vessels to be hired} these additions pom¬ 
pously announced and boasted of in Tucker's 
Gazette. are so inadequate to our wants, so 
w:etchedly trivial in their amount, that they 
a.e here noticed, more to expose a paltry at¬ 
tempt at receiving the p-.'blic into a belief 
that ail ]•■ nuir well, tl an from any opinion, 


whilst our ships have bg^f little battered by 
shot^or strained by carrying sail, to attain, 
or n*id an enemy } but to their imperfect 
state, or the imprudent -method of using 
them ! ■■■• 1 am aware, that it will be said, , 
had we the groat increase of ships I have 
proposed, men could not be procured to man 


on my pan, thru il.-ur security is increased. j them; but this l do not admit, supposing 

mi 1® . .1 < l ' I. .. L 1 j? f / 1 . * . /T 1 « . • . 


The gun boats which the Admiralty has 
ordered to be built aie inconsidt table in 
point of numb r, nor are they to be fiui-hed 
in less th.re *litci months: and, if we are 
tightly infotu-td, ihe attempt at invasion 
must long holme ii,is be tcuumated in route 
way ot other, liie Admit ally’s attention 
has not, 1 beli- u, yet reached our large ships, 
for 1 have heai-i of no piavbion, even for 


literal bounties offered, and other proper 
menus resorted to. The present Admiralty 
have certainly done met h towards disgust¬ 
ing cur seamtn with the naval*set vice, by 
compelling these ptrsscil, during the last 
war, to continue on boat d our ships up to 
this time; and, in many instances, without 
the smallest indulgence ol leave to set foot 
on shore ; nor have they had any advantage. 


snppoiting a continuance of our present i beyond what a ssylor entering to-morrow. 


number, daily pteyed upon by increasing 
defects, and falling victifns to unpn c.deut- 


bccomes entitled to; jet the generosity of 
then nature, would make them, lam con¬ 


ed losses, from w ant of sufficient and timely 1 fident, disiegard such grievances when 
repair This destruction of our large ships, called to defend all they hold dear. Be- 
is one blessed edict of Lord, 'St. V.’s sides, a ceitain number of sea fenciblcs, mi- 
economy ! W^th this descriptibn-.of force, litia, and other troops might indisputably 
were the Admiralty instantaneously to adopt be more profitably employed by forming 
the wisest measures, our navy could not be •) part ol the complement of «he«e ships statian- 
*avcd«from feeling the baneful consequences ed to prew nt invasion, than in any other 
of former neglects. To secure, our coasts mode of opposition; nor can we doubt 
effectually, to protect our trade and foreign their voluntei t mg for suth service if invited 

possessions, to be prepared against probable to do it.-The Admiralty aie fruitful in 

events, (such as a Spanish w at. a Non hern projects for diminishing their unpopularity, 
confederacy^ or unreasonable pretensions on by imposing upon and cajoling thepeqple: 
the part of America), we ought to have it is through a stratagem of (his nature, that 
thirty sail of the line added to our present their intention is signified of bringing fbr- 
force, with a full proportion of frigates and ward a bill to better regulate the “ distribu- 
smallex vessels; and to keep up this esia- “ tion of prize mont-j this Mr. Tucker 
blisbment, wo plight to launch five or*six exnltingly offeis, and sarcastically calls it, 
tail of the line annually, during the con- " an instance of that oppression the Board 
tinuance of war! Whereas, in the coqtjse of “ of Admiralty are accused of practising;’’ 
the liti’O nett yeasf, and with assistance from the phrase thus irouically used, may be lite- 
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rally nnderatood j the bill Mr. T. *peak» of, 
is a fresh instance of their oppression, as I 
am prepared to prove 5 for had not the Ad¬ 
miralty, itrview only, as I fear, of securing 
lor themselves the popularity of this mea¬ 
sure, thwarted a similar one proposed by Sir 
W. 'Scott in the House of Commons near 
two years ago, it would have taken place at. 
that time, under most able direction ; and 
when theie was sonic prize money to share, 

’ which unfortunately there is not at present. 
But the popularity of this bill was wanted 
by the Admiralty 10 counterbalance the un¬ 
popularity of the bill for Natal Enquiry. 
This inference may be called severe and un- 
candid ; .but, is.the fact from whence it is 
drawn a doubtful one? Apply to Sir W. 
Scott, his testimony will t.stablish it^4$to 
any want of candour I may he taxed with. 
In consequence of my deduction from it, I 
beg to observe, that the abuses respecting 
prize money, and tnfe proper mode of cor¬ 
recting them, were too strikingly obtious 
for any investigation being necessary, pre- 
sioui to bringing forward a bill for that pur¬ 
pose; when tins is considered, and that 
notwithstanding such facilities, a delay of 
hear two years Inis taken place since Sir VV. 
Scott's motion, T trust, that to the gene¬ 
rality of your readers, my inference will ap¬ 
pear fair and allowable ; soma unprejudiced 
men, have tlrawn a much stronger from the 
same premises, and talk, of the whole as a 
job ! l.,otd St. V.’s partisans will never con¬ 
sider this, or any thing dsc 1 have written as 
impartial. 1 have no expectation of gaining 
such approbation from them, it is reserved 
for men who represent his loidship as fault¬ 
less, unaccountable to anf for his conduct, 
imd possessed of most other attributes of the 

divinity-These are Lord St. V.’s claims; 

'hor can I forbear opposing to them a re¬ 
collection of the extreme modesty which 
characterised Lord Howe when filling the 
same situation, and on occasions of compara¬ 
tively trivial importance; and the want 
of support both in and out of Parliament, 
that excellent'man, and most able officer 
had to contend with. His honour, probity, 
and disinterestedness were never called in 
•question ; revenge, partiality, and intrigue, 
were strangers to bis breast. Such was 
Lord Howe! Since his death live majority 
of the service have been ready enough to 
exclaim, ** he was a man, take him for all in 
ail, weshnll never look upon his like again!" 
But he had the failings of a man, he was 
subject to error,'^and stood in need of allow¬ 
ance, which the purity of his intentions 
ought to have secured him. When First 
Lord of the Admiralty, he thought it a duty 
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he owfed the public, (but I believe Ills opi¬ 
nion was ill-formed) to set *stde three or 
four captains, op a promotion of flag officers; 
such a measure had been adopted in former - 
cases, it has siuce in many ; more remark¬ 
ably than others, towards Capt. Hotchskys 
and Graves*. On Lord Howe's doing this, 
a general clamour arose ; Parliamentary En¬ 
quiry was made into his conduct, and a very 
few votes onj^u-teacup this conscientious 
minister from censure. How changed the 
scene! J^t, though justice may slumber, it 
does not sleep ; the time may quickly come, 
when in defiance of all opposition, ths^ge'-" 
neral conduct of the Admiralty, and their 
furious oppression of individuals, will be 
constitutionally, but forcibly dragged to 
light, by the representatives of the people : 
tales worthy the reign of terror will then be 
^rnade known !-1 have, Mr. Editor, writ¬ 

ten this, and my two foregoing letters, from 
no private or interested views; I thought it 
my duty to communicate my opinions to the 
public, on a most important topic, on which 
very few possess information; (the greater" 
therefore is the fault of those professional 
men, who hearkened to with attention and 
interest, have misled where they should 
have enlightened.) Having uoa seat in the 
House, i have sought to publish my opinions 
in as unexceptionable a mode as I could, by 
soliciting their insertion in the pap.er of a 
man whose patriotism I esteem. 1 thank 
you for giving them a circulation more ge¬ 
neral, than I could othet wise have obtained 
for them ; and though it will be a matter of 
regret to me, should the motives that in¬ 
fluenced mv pen be misinterpreted, I cannot 
by any accusation, folly, malice, or wicked¬ 
ness may In ing forward, be made ashamed or 
sorry, that 1 endeavoured by every possible 
means to serve my country.—1 remain, Sir, 

-—y-.---- 

* Capt. HotchAys was refused his dag by Lord 
Spenser, because he bad not seabed unxtout to be 
employed during the last war ; anrl afterwards by 
'"Lord St. Vincent, because Capt. H-- ■ -'a agent 
bad received the pay offered lorn for Mi. Hutch- 
Ays as a superannuated captain ; yet I.erJ St. 
Vincent admitted, _when questioned on the sub¬ 
ject, that had the agent refused to receive the pay 
he took it might have been con'tnied into an 
abandonment of tlieurvice on the part of Capt. 
Kotchshy*. Cap:. R. Graves was passed over by 
Lord Spencer ; and, on application to Lord St.' 
Vincent, was ultimately letused his flag on ac¬ 
count of some recently discovered defect finm 
insufficiency of age or service, in his qualification, 
when passed as lieutenant. Will this' objection 
be brought aga ; nst 01 avoided by several lieute¬ 
nants Lord St, Vincent has marie ag-d tj *r l 6 f 
instead of at as the rules of the semcc requite, 
when* some years heure they may claim thei* 
flags ? Perhaps they have a dispensation, ; 
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your obliged humble servant,- aw old 

StAMAN. 

KAVAL DEFENCE. 

• “ Sir, -Having, since the commence¬ 

ment o t the present contest, been attached 
to one of his Majesty’s ships, I cannot re¬ 
sist the impulse 1 have long felt of re¬ 
questing that yow, voiild. through the 
medium of your weekly publication the 
Political Register, roinmunic.fegi to the 
public a few particulars on a subject upon 
which so muc h has lately been- said, and 
which, I believe, we cannot too highly ap¬ 
preciate ; this, you will readily conceive, is 
our present, system of naval defence : a 
system which, if pursued much longer must 
be productive of the very worst conse¬ 
quences. I shall, as succinctly a* possible, 
state to you a few facts, which have for 
these nine months occurred under my )\vn 
observation ; and in doing so, I hope to be 
exempted, from the number of fhosc disap¬ 
pointed, and discontented officers alluded 
toby a light hon. gent, on the motion of 
M r . Pitt for an inquiry. Should I unfor¬ 
tunately possess either, they proceed from 
the ideaPof my country having been so 
long under the direction of a set of men, 
whose only claim to popularity is weakness 
and imbecility.——-In opposition to those 
w1k> have so confidently asserted the inuti¬ 
lity of gun-brigs, and the smaller class of 
vessels of war, as calculated to affect the 
enemy, I beg to slate to you, that the 
ship to which I have the honour to belong, 
has been stationed off this part of the 
enemy’s coast for the express purpose of 
intercepting its flotillas ; and that scarcely 
r. day ha» past, on which we have not had 
the utmost reason to corttplain- of the total 
want of vesse]fc*$f the above description. 
And, notwithstanding the numbeiless ap¬ 
plications rflade to laird St. Vincent on 
this head, no attention has ever been paid 
tojt } his lordship always going it as ha. 
decided opinion, that frigates were fully 
competent to the pet forma nee of any ser¬ 
vice ; from this dangerous sentiment of his 
lordship the country has suffered innume¬ 
rable dfs%dvantages, and lost many oppor¬ 
tunities of making it as dreadful to our 
common enemy as what has ever been 
heretofore. Yes, Sir, we have often seen 
with vexation and regret, those very ves¬ 
sels destined to invade Britain, and jo de¬ 
prive it of its existence as a nation, pass 
.along their own coast in full and perfect se¬ 
curity, and i his for want of a ftw gun- 
brigs or cutter;*, who could follow them into 
shoal water, where frigate* could not act. 
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This melancholy truth I apply to their 
coasting trade, which lias experienced no 
interruption whatever, exrep! in a few «b- 
litary instances, when chance contributed 
to the success of our brave tars. Thus, 
Mr. Cobbett, have the enemy's whole 
force been enabled to elude u-,,- and collect 
at a point from whence they may, if favour¬ 
ed a little by the elements, be in the centre 
of Kent or Sussex in a very few hours. So> 
that instead of having done every thing, 
(which we certainly nfght hate done,) we 
have done nothing ; but this well suits and 
corroborates the characters of those whom 
you have so aptly stiled “ safe politicians." 
Permit me also to say, that the sentiments of 
t^uwJVhme local knowledge and experience 
enables them to form a pretty correct idea 
of tilings, and, in particular, of the proba¬ 
bility of int a,sion, is vjry widely different 
from that eniertainedW>y a number of peo¬ 
ple, who, rather than rely on their own 
exertions for the country’s safety, are ready 
to depend on any other case in support of 
their theoiy; they assert, that the navy i* 
fully adequate to meet,invasion and repel 
it; a piiuciple which I think easily re¬ 
futed. True, we have an immense force 
collected before Boulogne ; but of what 
kind? Ships so umvieldiy that in a calm or 
very light winds, their operations would 
have very little effect on the immense num¬ 
ber of small vessels sent to oppose them. 
In the light winds of June and July, no¬ 
thing would be more easy than for th« 
enemy's flotilla, if attacked, to row away 
and, within an hour, it would be no diffi¬ 
cult matter for them to get out of the reach 
of our ships'guns. In this very probable 
state of the case, what would be the con¬ 
sequence ? It has also been said, that these 
vessels are not calculated to make a good 
defence, this I cannot better deny than by 
staling to you the particulars of a circum¬ 
stance, which has given no small satisfac¬ 
tion to a number of those who are appre¬ 
hensive of invasion ; out of the great num¬ 
ber of gun-brigs that have got round, three 
have only fallen into our hands, they were 
attached to a large squad'on that sailed 
from St, Maloes to go to Boulogne, but a 
very heavy gale of wind coming on, with 
thick weather, they were driven out to the 
middle of the Channel, when in making for 
their own coast, they were, by the merest 
accident intercepted by two of our frigates, 
the Tribune and Hydra, f when, after an in¬ 
finite deal of trouble, the above three were 
captured ; however, let it be remembered, 
that though at this time blowing very fresh* 
one of the brigs fired a thirty-six pander 
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at the Tribune nine times, till, by -an acci¬ 
dent, the gun upset j another of them held 
the frigates a chaco* ofseven hours .' In¬ 
deed, I have heard a number of expe¬ 
rienced officers say, that the French gun¬ 
boats are on a very admirable, plan; ft is v 
■Ws. il known that our vessels, of that kind, f 
are always so filled with guns that they are 
rendered entirely unfit for a heavy sea, 
which at counts toy some having sunk, &c. 
&c. last war. In addition to what I have 
already said, the truth of which I defy any 
one to refute ; I beg to remind you, that 
from Cape La Hogue to Havre there has 
only till lately been two frigates stationed ; 
.one is nriev aridhri, but seldom co-operates 
with ns: this on an extept of coa$*forty 
leagues.—— Although 1 fear to haveVoo 
long trespassed on your time, I shall fur- 
thei beg leave to draw a line between the 
shove mode taken'bp the Admiralty in our 
naval defei>ce, and that adopted last war, 
w!*en there did not exist half the cause for 
vigilance and exertion as in the present: it 
was as follows, eight or nine of our finest 
frigates, w th a proportion of brigs, cutters, 
4kc. &c. tattler the command of two of the 
'-.'avost enterprising tfficers in the British 
navy. Sir Richard Strachan and Sir Sidney 
Smith, were stationed as a flying squadron 
bt tween Brest and Havre; with this squa¬ 
dron it is well known, that the utmost ter¬ 
ror prevailed amongst the inhabitants on 
the enemy’s coast, and that a fishing boat 
dared not appear without being immediately 
driven back. Expeditions of some kind or 
other were always going on ,- and the many 
convoys of every description destroyed or 
taken by the above ships, is the best cri¬ 
terion by which we are to judge of tlieir 
utility, when compared with the present un¬ 
connected and impolitic method observed 
by the naval administration.-— t. r. 
■Guernsey, April 3, 1804. 

FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS." 

ftccer.ling in the F, tjf/i Lr/tslalivt Body ,rxtr,.c ted f rtm 
thr Ujpcial Jeu'tml of the itih of March, l8oi, 
I'miWov, (the in. tor of government) spoke as 
fn)lowi I . the session which is now concluded 
must make impicssions of gratitude on the Jr. 
people. Laws the most important have been dis- 
«ru*s.d in the midst of war, in the midst of the 
znoU atrocious conspiracy : but tiie government 
proeetdPUiib a tirm step in promoting the inte¬ 
rest ar»d glory ot thecoumry; and to our enemies 
remain only shame and confusion. In iheir des¬ 
pair they sptead ’their gold and their primes. 
Their minimum at..Hamburgh, at Stutgrrd, and 
lVionUh. willi till re only the artists of plots. 
They corrupt son.e writches ; but their future 
•teps will be dttrciul as their past steps hive 
be,;a. atjd Mined io their vonfosion.—IF there are 
s^.o^wha, to the ciime oi basing carried atmr 


against thoiv«hnu^^|hifMlh^ rad peijury, 
the government witf pettish tfetmwith the same 
calmness with which it would pardon j and the 
punishment shall always be personal as the crime.' 
Neither the tics o t friendship nor of family, shall 
be, in in eyes, any extenuation of guilt—A» to 
the memhets of that unnatural family, -which 
wishes to inundate France with her own blobd, 
that it may be able to reign over it, their first 
luiies and their last criminal attacks, have placed 
between her and them an eternal bar.' They have 
only been able to obtain from Fuglaod permission 
to he h-.r yfldiers, t hey wish tt» sell her oqr 
Conquests, our gluey. our prosperity { they have 
only been able to »c& to her useless crimes: lea, 
them live on the wages of opprobrium and con¬ 
tempt.—But if they dart to stain our-roil by their 
presence, the wish of the French people is, that 
they may there find death as their return peace for 
two millions of citizens who hive perished in the 
intpo us war, of which they have been the chief 
arn-r.ns, and as a return for ihe crimes with 
wlmh, for the last four years to particular, they 
havr ati< mpted to overturn oui territory, by theif 
fomcn. and maintaining, as far as was in their 
power, robbery and revolt.—Citizens Legislators, 
return to your homes, aud make known the sta- 
biliryof our institutions, tbeloyaltyof thecitiarfcs 
ot Paris, &c—-The ipraker then lead ilie official 
decree of the government, ordering that the sfri- 
tmgsof the Lrgid.itive tody should close that 
day (i^th March, 1S04J. 


Death of Piehepu.—Extracted /ram thr-Mraitrur, ar 
lynch Official Journal, of thr af April, I804. ' 

The following is the suUs’anccof the iuiidicat 
repot ts connected with tiie suicide of Pichegru 
Citizens boupe, Didier, firusquet, liuinet, Les- 
vignes, and Fleury, trrgeons appointed by the 
Ctimiua! Tribunal to inspect the body of the 
Ex-general Pichegrw, and to state what was the 
cause which gave rise to his death, unanimously 
declared—1 hat (on the 6th of April; from the 
Temple they were conducted into the chamber 
where Charles Pichegru, the ex-gcncral, was eon- 
fined. On atriviug jn the chamber they found a 
male'coipsc. After describing his prison, an*' 
what appeared to them his age, they go on to sav 
that he died of strangulation. They stale, they 
ii.unda black silk handkerchief about his neck, 
through which was passed tyMnall slick forty-five 
centimeters long, and from four or five centime¬ 
ters in circumference ; which s{;ck, forming a 
tourniquet of the cravat, was stepped by the left 
,i»w, on winch he lay, with one end of the stick 
under, and this produced a degree of strangulation 
sufficient 10 occasion hit death. They then re¬ 
marked, that .he stick had rested by one of its 
ends on the left cheek, and that hy moving round, 
irregularly, it had produced a transversal scratch 
of about six centimeters.—The face was disco¬ 
loured, the jaw was locked, and the tongue vitas 
pressed betwixt the teeth. The discolouration (# 
tomtit), extended over the whole body. The ex- ‘ 
tremities were cold. The muscles aud fingers of 
the hand vretd strongly contracted. Their upi- 
uion, therefore, was, from all they saw in the po¬ 
sition of tiie body, and the idea they had formed 
respecting ft, that the body was the cot pec of the 
Ex-general Fichegru, and that he was guilty of 
suicide—-Citizen Sirot, one of the gen* d'afmes 
d'sliir, was stationed near the^ebamber of Ge¬ 
neral Pichcgiu. in the Temple' He had heard * 
considerable degree of struggling and noise* but 



imagined .that tfc* prisoner Ubottred under a 
great degree of difficulty of breathing, fie did 
.not, howevet, tbftik that there was any thing 
which required hit particular assistance.—Citizen 
Lapointe was neai the same spot. He awaked 
about four o’clock in the morning, but heard no 
particular noise,—Citizen Fanconuicr, kei per of 
the,tower of the Temple, deposed, that at half 
past seven in the morning (of the Oth ot April), 
Citizen Popon,- Pichegru’s keeper, went to light, 
his fire in the usual gtanner. He was astonished 
at not hearing him either speak or stir. He went 
immediately to Colonel Poulard, the commander 
of the gendhttmetir, and infotmed him'of what had 
taken place. Thuriotj tire Accusci General, was 
informed of the circumstance. A medical person 
was instantly sent for, and all necessary instilla¬ 
tions were given at the request of the Accuser- 
General.—Cilizcn Popon, principal door kumr 
wt ihe Hall of Justice irr the Temple, stated, that 
at half past seven o’clock "»n the 6th of April;, 
he went into General I ichupu’s clumber, for rhe 
purpose of lighting his file.—Not hcaiing him 
either speaking or siin inn, and dreading thaisoint 
accident had taken place, he hastened to appri-e 
Citizen Fauci,tinier, 'He aih'a, that the hi of 
Pichegrn’s chamber was lakci, iway by him, im¬ 
mediately alter suppir. on the preceding even¬ 
ing, and that it had continued m his pocket nil 
the time he wine to Jijht ihc file in il.c morn- 


. PUBLIC PAPERS. 

f&tt from tht British Mm. .if Lisboa to fhr Portuguese 
Sri', of State , tht fitcou-’l BaL.UK so, it hi five to the 
publication made by (l ,«. L •tines, the French him. at 
■Lisbon, against the Brstrb Government. 

The iiadct signed, Envoy Extraoiclinair .met 
Minister Plenipotentiary of his Jh.r, nnie Majesty, 
has the honour to rtpicsrnt to hi- Excellency the 
Viscount deflate.iman, tint, f-n the pre-cut he ..b- 
stains from making lus complaints iu hum to the 
Government of his Ropi Hii'l'nec the Putin Re¬ 
gent, respecting the article ahiuUil .»n.i ti..n«- 
lated from the Fiench p.ipcr railed tl.c M«iiifei r, 
of the t8th of hchriuiy, ai#l which Iu. him piinr- 
ed and puhlislird in an c-xridnrc'itiary fuppiciutut 
t'> No. it,ot the Lisbon Ga.'.^fte of the 13th of 
this month.—The undersigned \vill, for the pre¬ 
sent, content himsyS wiih remarking, that this 
infamous article, so worthy o( i(<-authois,i<,smted 
to the stile atidr-geuius of the cllicial journal Irem 
Whence it iscopied ; hut if is altogether unwonhy 
of a place til that which oives the translation of it 
in the Portuguese language ; and the umi 1-1 signed 
infinitely regrets, that tin. icma^cahlc essay of 
the liberty of the prt-fs at Lisbon- has been dis¬ 
tinguished by the puhiic.il 101 *of an atrocious li¬ 
bel, invented at pU-asuie by the enemies of hi? 
Britannic Majesty against the most ancient and 

faithful aflya't Portugal.-The undersigned ic- 

servt-s to himself, the advantage which ictults 
from this facility of p-inting at Lishou, the in¬ 
stant-his government shall authorise him to avail 
himself of it, lor-the purpose of inserting a for¬ 
mal denial of the absuid calumny in question ; if 
that government, wj-h its strong sense ok con¬ 
scious reciitudc,' its glory, and its renown, should 
trouble itself so far as to answer to similar accu- 
s-it'ons, and docs not ratlvci consider it to*he more 
Ctinsistenl wiili is*, own dignity, to treat with the 
Sovereign contempt which it has always witnessed 
for the contemptible insqidii'i'-s of the same kind 
by which its elicniie* have so often, but vaiuly. 




attempted to blacken its rtput»ti»l|i 
epochs of the Fiench re.volution..—•Sighed, R.s. 
riTZGiBALO, and dated at Lisbon, ifith Match, 
1804. 


Copy of the requisition transmitted Av the French Minister 
for foreigMutfairs to Baron Edi tsh im,Minister of tie 
Elector of Ha Jen, for the pu-foseoj arresting the Puke 
1)' Engkuirn. —— Signed, c. m. talliViiaso, and 
dated at Paris, March 10, 1104. 

Sir ,—1 had foimcriy sent you a note, the 
puiport of which wu- to request the arus! of the 
Fiench cmigianft. which, met at o.Tcohmg, as the 
First Consul, Irom tl:esuece-»ive ancsrs of the 
banditti, which 1 he English govrinniem has sent 
to France, and from ihe remit of the tiials winch 
have been here nisiituitd, ha; obtained a com¬ 
plete knowledge of the extensive pait which the 
English uncut* at OiTenliuig have hail in those 
horrih'e plots .vhicli have been devised against 
hh.*t/wn person and Against the aalciy of France,, 
He has si the same utile- learned that the Fuka 
d’flughuien and General Pnmi urez weie at Et- 
tcnluiiT!. As it i. impos- iMc that ibty should be, 
in that city without ihc^ci mission 1 f his Elec to-' 
ral Highness, the 1 itsr Consul, tlietelo-e, could- 
ixu see without the deepest 1 onr< rn, that ft Fiiwce 
whom he ftjd difciinguislied hv every mark iff, 
fi ictidslup, should jne-tiii ascitun to the most de- 
tein.inci 1 enemies >>t 1 'iance, and perini> them iso 
tranquilly to p;< tret surh unpiec'-dentcd conspi¬ 
racies. 1 1 on* these extiaordm.irv oeeuim.ee* th<J 
First Consul lias found it uece .-.try to order two 
tmalldciaeliments of trut-psro repair to Oflciiburg 
and rile nlntni, to seize there the Ktirh. rs of a 
crime, the nature of whiJi was such as to plate 
tlo.e wh i ate pjoved to have had a share irrit 
cut of 1 he pu.ruction of the law ol, nations. It is 
General Cauiin .nurt who is cliaigcd with the cx- 
ecuti- n of those otdeis of the 1 ir-t Consul, and 
who t-he-ic is nci d.mlit will em|i!ov every Care and 
attention in fulfilling thesa..--, which ho- Elcctotal 
Highness can wi ,h. He " iil have the honour to 
deliver vtiui Excellent y the Lti.i I have been di¬ 
rect. cl to wn'trynu. AceCft, S r, th-as uranceof 
my hi^h < oiuJdciarfbn. 

Circular [afterot the dr,neh Minisur of Foirign eff- 
pi.irs to tht For-ign M'nisten resident at Paris. -- 
.Signed C. M. TnlLyrsmd, and dated at Pans, Marik 
24, lf.04. 

T'lir l-'iist Consul fia'to tiered me to address to 
yqpr Excellency, a copy ot the teport p.cstnted to 
him by the Gwind Juege ou the incidental con¬ 
spiracy planned in France, liy Mi. Dtake, Minis- 
fu ol his Kiitannic Majistv at the Court of Mu- 
niclt, ant! ivh’Cli, to its ol-jte't and dale, was 
Connected with ihc infamous ph.t that is now be¬ 
fore the liihnnals.—I he piiuted copy 1 f the 
letters and authentic papers ot Me. Drake, is an¬ 
nexed tei the repent, 'the originals wi‘l tie im¬ 
mediately sent, by order of die Hr-tCoil u!, to, hi* 

Serene Highness theLlcctor 1 f Bavarn.--btieh • 

prostitution of the most hnnouiable iiU't which 
could bceontideet 111 man, was unexampled in the 
hlstniy of civilised-narii ns. It will astonish and' 
afflict Euthpe as an unheard of cr me, and which, 
until the piestm mon cu , tlie jineist pcivtise tio- 
verntuent, had no- cami t.iattempt. 'Ihc Fiist 
Consul is too well acquaiuticFwiHt ihe sentiment* 
and geienl quilities a Inch divnngtiiiUi the tucmlKI* 
of the Diplomatic B dy, acci edited by him, u«t to 
be lO -xinced tint they evil! behold, uirh t,«i tound 
sor oav, the piotanattou <it ihc sacred < n.iwic^cr t f 
Ambassador, s-o ba.xly tnctaimnphosad iifto au 
Sgcncy of plottlutavuts, aue. cue:up.tot . 
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Answer */ rt# Imperial Afipiifer.—— Citizen Mi- Court. Tkepsftrusal of the letters SUd authentic i 

ttu i e*, 1 return many thanks to your Excellency papers issued by Mr. Drake, must sincerely afflict 

for the communication which you have been all the members of the Diplomatic Body. It is a 

pleased to make me of the report of the Grand subject of concern, to observe that a ministerjha* 

Judge, of which you have sent me a copy, and practised those intrigues which ought to be tor 

which l shall immediately transmit to Vienna, for ritgn to his character, and to the dignity of his 

the intormation of my Court. Thf opinion ma- functions. Every foreign minister must regret 

nifested by the First Consul, of the aentiments with me, that a public man can be accused of such 

and good qualities of the Diplomatic Body, which conduct; an’d do not doubt but all the foreign 

has the honour of being accredited to him, proves ministers will partake my sentiments and opi- 

the justice he does to all the'members of whom it mons respecting the coudqpt of Mr. Drake—— 

consists; and unquestionably, he is not deceived Signed, Drevek, dated Pai is, March *5, 1804. 

iu thinking that there is not one among us who Answer of the Amcneatt Minister. —Sir, 1 hare 
does not decidedly condemn every thing which a received the note which you did me the honour to 

Diplomatic Agent and his Government undertake address to me, with a copy of the report of the 

coutrary to the Laws of Nations, and the rules cf Giand Judge, relative to papet: which.prt.ve that 

right and good faith generally adopted among ci- Mr. Drake, the British Minister at Munich, has 

vilised nations.-Signed, Count Cobenz:., and held a culpable correspondence with traitura, for 

* dated at I'aiis, March at, 1X04. objects which all civilized nations must,regird 

,* Answer of the Russian Charge ef Affaires. -S : r, I with horroi ; and that hoi ror must be redoubled, 

have the honour of acknowledging the rhf when we see that it is a minister that thus pro*, 

the letter which you addressed to me by order ol titutes his sacred character.—When a subaltern 

the First Consul, and t*f the report which was pre- agent commits a base or atrocious act it may be 

tented by order of the Grand Judge, and I have r.upp»std that he is influenced by personal inte- 
. hastened to transmit it to my Court. His Imps- rest, but the actions of a minister aie generally 

rial Majesty will -ee'hi h satisfaction, that his attributed to the government he represents; and 
agents to the French government participate B in even when he acts ag.dnst his orders (which 1 

the justice which the First Consul does to the hope is the case in this instance) his conduct is so 

Diplomatic Body aeci edited to him. and that their much idemitiul with his government, that such 

care to observe, on all occasions, the most rigo acts tend to overturn social order, and to hring 

rous piinciples.of the tights of nations, are ho- back n..tiou> to birharism. 1 beg your ExreJ- 

nourably appicciated by the Chief of the G tsern- lenev to otTer to the First Consul, in the name of 

unent. (Signed) pierre d’ocbrii., and dated at my government, the most <mccre felicitations fut 

Paris, Maiclrat, 1804. having happdy escaped the attempt., of his ene- 

Answcr of the Prussian Minister. -Cm 7 .ln Mi- mies, directed not only aga-nvt hi, fife, but againtt 

MUi er, 1 took the earliest oppoitnnity of tram,- an object more dear to Ins it-art, the happiness of 

Olitting to my Court the letter your F.xrellency the nat-011 ot which hr isthcchier; a liappinesa 

did me the honour of writing to me on the 41 h wh ch is she result ot his noble labours in the 

i.ist. and thd copy of the report of the Giand Held of honour, am! in the cabinet, and which is 

Judge on the incidental conspiracy fortuna'ely not yet suiti. icntly established, not to be deeply 
discovered by the vigilance of the police.—— V. u shaken by hislm,-..— —Signed, Livingston, dated 
know, Citizen Minister, the lively interest with l’aris, March :fi, 

yrhich the King, my master, is inspired for the Answer of the Bav. rian '’inistrr, ——Citizen Mj- 
preservation ot the life of the First Consul, and Nisrrn, 1 have ucrived the letter by which vou 

for the maintenance of order and rranqii.lhty in have tonmunicaten to me the report of the Giand 

the state of which lie is 1I14, worthy head. You Jody- on the scandalous and n iminat intrigues ot 

may therefore anticipate the effect wliich this Mr.Drake, Ministei td his Britannic Majis'y at 

communication will have on the mind of his my CVurr, 1 da not hesitate to assure your Ex- 

Prussian Majesty, whoever may have been the eeilenry, that ttic Elector will manifest, by niea- 
authois and agents of this conspiracy i and yuor cures the most ‘Avert, the most cfiicaciou-i, and 
Excellency will easily foresee all the sati.faction most tonlormahic to hi, phonal friendship far 

which his Majesty will feel at the entire cessation, the First Consul, titc gnef arid indignation which 

of so many subjects of a’aun for the fiicuih of ■ 1 his Piinre nm 1 feci, in cureqtfpnce ot the vile 
. France. For in discharging the commission eu- and imquiti.us designs which have been so daring- 

trusted to me* I have conoidertd it my duty to as- ,)y tileditacd and followed up, within his states, 
sltre his Majesty of the perfect union existing be under the mask of a sacred chaiacter.—I should 
tween the August Chief of the Republic and all in Vaiu endeavour to express to you. Citizen Mi- 

the aervanttf-qf the state, between the whole na- uistcr, how deeply 1 deplore the outrage resulting 

tion, and^^htpresentatives or defenders-It is from the t>am>actibn against the respectable func- 

h .y. such * coco net that I shall endeavour to con- tions which l exercise. It imptesses me, however, 

ciliate for the sacred character with which 1 arn with the strongest sense of your attention, in in* 

invested, the confidence and the regatd ot the g forming me of the justice done by the First Consul 

veinment to which the King, my master, h^ been to the sentiments of all those who have the ho- 

graciously pleased to send me.-Signed, Mar- r.ourof being accredited near his person, 1 shall 

qvis de LOCfUESiNi, and dated at Paris, March ever be ambitious to obtain his approbation, at a 

26,1814. flattering recompense fur tny zeal, and as the most 

Answer of the Danish Minister.—Cmzi*t Mi- honourable means of meriting the regard of my 

Mister, 1 have the honour to acknowledge the Sovereign.-Signed, Cetto, and dated at Paris, 

receipt of the report of the Giand Judge, respect- Matth 26, 1804, 
itig the conspiracy*carried 0.1 in Frauce by Mr. 

Drake, and 1 have hastened to transmit it to my 

Brinted by C6x and day!is No. 7Great Queen Street} and published by R. bagshaw, Street, Coverts■> 

^Garden, where farmer Numbers may be bad j sold also by J, Budd, Crown and MitrcpPhU-Mall. 




The present Government) if I rosy judge ffctn the experience of the last session of Parliament, ot the 
“ actual feelings of me people, ha? little toapprehend frekm tito-apposition of the Right Hon. Gen- 
H tlcnian (Mr. Windham). During that ftfoon, it must be<d5tJttisd ,-thar w« heatd many excellent 
opposition speeches (sod 1 should ,be sorry that the High* Hon. Gflotlenian were deprived of the op- 
** poitunity of amusing and jnttructing the House); but , then we had, to set off against them some 
“ guod ministerial votes, the cordiaf and zealous support of a very grtat majority of this House."-—*— 

"Mr. Voaae’sSpefeta^ BcCember 9, lf|03. ‘ 

- -----r—^-—-[610 


TO THE SBKIOUS ^SSIBZRATIOK OF THE 
, ■iv , ;■ tome, ' ^ 

. to the Stoioment in p, 577*)' 

The stofomentfotehNi to onr trad*, re- 
vemjejexpentiiture, and debt, was, as to two 
points,.,|g$t imperfect for yvant of the mate¬ 
rials, foT tie use of whjchdon* it could 
have been made perfect: Jjiyride to the present 
produce of the war tares, arid to the exhausted 
stateofnur sources of tawtiup in general.... 
Rut. before I proceed to add to my former 
statement, let me correct some errors which 
1 Bow find in it, and which, though they are 
of little consequence as to any of the conclu¬ 
sions that were drawn, are, nevertheless, of 
sufficient importance to merit particular no¬ 
tice here. *ln p. 584, the nett produce of all 
the permanent taxes in 1S03 was said to sur¬ 
pass the nett produce of 1802 in the amount 
of only " half a million." it should have 
teen, “ 'a million and a half;'' which cor¬ 
rection leads to another in the next page, 
where, m placdfef saying, that, waking due 
allowance tor depreciation of money, the 
nett produce of 1803 "did not -stir pass, in 
,c die,amount of one penny,” thatof 1802,1 
shanld have said, that the produce of the first 
mentioned year surpassed that of the latter 
in the amount of less than a million. The 
sums quoted in p 581, and the subtraction 
of one from the ot^er, are correct j but. in 
the remarks made thereon, the error here 

noticed crept .in-In p. 593, where, by 

Way of illustration, a comparison is made in 
the proportion between the amount of the* 
trad£, and of the inters st of the debt, in the 
yean 1799 and 1803 respectively, the year 
1798 is erroneously given instead of 1799 - 
In speaking of the annual expenses of the na¬ 
tional debt, I lwye almost uniformly called 
it ” intereA of the debt.’’ I should have 
termed 1^ * r charge on account of debt,” be¬ 
cause fltissum 1 was speaking ot included 
the ailcisir$letis to tWtankers and others for 
manageaipt, and-also several other item* not 
properly ™*ominated interest. This ftiis- 
nomer could, indeed, make no difference at 
pjl as to the object or affect of the statement j 


but, m a subject of such vast importance, one 
cannot be too careful ia the application of 
terras.—After having shewn, that, during 
the last war, though the charge On account 
of the debt was doubled, the export trade 
vitfa.riio doubled; I make the following re¬ 
mark : here the proportion is kept tipi and, 
" if it were still kept up, there would, per- 
" haps, be little Cause for alarm." As this 
may, possibly, be construed into a declara¬ 
tion of an opinion, (hat, so long d3 the trade 
increases in proportion to the augmentation 
ef the charge on account of debt, that charge 
may, with safety to the country, he augment¬ 
ed to any degree, I think it necessary to 
state, that [ entertain no such opinion ; and, 
that, in the passage above quoted, " little 
" cause for alarm,” I meant alarm with 
respect to durability, during the present war, 
to defray the charges of the debj. and to sup¬ 
port our other necessary expenses, never in¬ 
tending to let drop any expression from 
: which it might be concluded, that I did not 
regard tlte increase of the charge on account 
of debf, under whatever circumstances of 
increased trade and revenue, as an evil of a 
mOit alarmingnatflie, and one, too, which, if 
not speedily pat 3 stop to, the monarchy must 
fall a sacrifice........ I now proctJtid to my' 

additions. 

First : As to the present produce of the 
•war-taxes. Since the preceding sheet was 
published, there has teen laid Ircfore Parlia- 
ment an account of thenett produce of those 
tuxes from the commencement of their col¬ 
lection, on the 5th of July last, to the 5(h 
of ft is present mouth of April, embracing 
exactly three quartos of a year, and shew¬ 
ing the quarterly produce, thus: 

The Quartet ended 10th Oct.... 18 9$ 

• 5th Jan... . 1,242,966 4 2 

5th April.. . 1 , 866 , 647 ’ 2 11$ 

Quarters.3,?4l-31$v 5 11 

The remark that first presses forward here, 
is, that we have not even yet tibtainisd, from 
this source, the 4,500,0001’which we ought 
to have bad on the 5<h of January, When, 
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on the 21 M of March, the IJN&toiVtaiMiswer 
to a question from Loro Folkestone, assort¬ 
ed, that h'e meant the war-taxes to produce 
4,500,0001. in the first, 'year ending on the 
5th of April, and not oil the 5th of January, 
'ddio would not have imagined? that' by the 
5th of April, he would have taken care to 
bring forward a produce to that amount ? 
Who would have thought, that, after having 
excited to much curiosity on the subject, 
be would not have been provided for a satis¬ 
factory Tesult ? Could those who contemn- 
■ ltd his judgment the most, those who were 
the most anxious to see «him exposed to 
new shame ; could even such persons' have 
’hoped, that he would in the latter end of 
April come lagging oat* with an awsujqnt, 
•hewing that the war-taxes, those taxes 
which were to have produced 4,500,0001. 
in January, had, in three months afterwards, 
produced only 3,700,0001 ?-The ac¬ 

count here referred to shews the amoun]: of 
the produce of each tax in each quaitcr. It 
■will be perceived, that the last quarter has 
Tjeen, as, indeed, it must have been, the most 
productive} but, it does, nevertheless, ap¬ 
pear, that some of the taxes, some of even 
these war-taxes, have not only readied their 
utmost stretch, but are already upon the 
decline. The war taxes upon Goods and 
Shipping, for instance, yielded 377*73^1. 
during the quarter which ended on the 5th of 
January, whereas, during the quarter which 
ended on the 5th of April, those taxes yielded 
no more thap 258,9761. The war-tax on 
Tea discovers similar symptoms of decline. 
During the quarter ending in January, it 
produced 309.6221. but, during the April 
quarter, it produced only 266,1011. Jtmusl, 
indeed, be allowed, that this falling-off in 
the tax upon goods and shipping may be, in 
j»ait at least, owing to the circumstance of 
the winter quarter being unfavourable to 
the making of shipments j yet, some part of 
the decrease must be attributed .to a general 
decline in the export trade, As to Tea, I 
rm less j^quainted with the causes that are 
likely to operate upon a tax thereon impos¬ 
ed ; but, as 1 find it yielding, even in the 
first quarter, 215.S13I. and, as 1 see it fall 
off considerably in the third, I must attri¬ 
bute the falling-off to a decrease jn the 
quantity sold and used ; and, indeed, this 
falling-off was explicitly predicted by an in¬ 
telligent and sensiblp correspondent, whose 
letter wfiljfee found in the Register of the 
4th oh February last, present Vol. p, 135, 
,‘find'th* passage ’I particularly allude toinp. 
.'•14/& It must be observed, too, that 
iitf*re was*a tax upon Tea before j a perma • 
riant tax ; and, that this tax, as well as the 
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fore, net be at all surprising, if, befdre the 
present year has expired, the prediefipp, of 
' my correspondent should be verified iff #11 
its parts, arid that both taxes together sholfld 
not proddne, to much as was before produced 
by the old .tai alone —Another view of these 
war-taxes is this, i the Doctof estimated the§r 
net produce at 12.500,QOOl. annually. I>t 
m try tjiis estimate by ^the nett prodt^bf 
the quarter which b»S |ust been cjhfpeted, 
and into which, he assu;t'd, efery 

attainable shilling w 4 * brought. ‘pifiT quar¬ 
ter produced 1 , 866 ,€471. which, foolfiplied 
by 4, amounts to 7,466,588T, t^ife produce of 
a year of those taxes, which were said to be 
taken, by way “ supa abundant precau¬ 
tion," at 12,500,0001. In the'statement to 
. which I am making these additions, I ven¬ 
tured, before I was in possession of the 
account now before me, to predict, that the 
present war-taxes would not yield more than 
6,250,0001. annually, if all the old taxes re¬ 
mained unrepealed, and all kept up to their 
produce of 1803. If the whole year of war- 
taxes produced 6,250,0001. the first quarter 
would have produced only 1 562,0001. and, 
we see that it has produced 1 , 866 , 0001 . 
but, has there been no falling-off in the old, 
or permanent taxes ? Have these taxes kept 
up to their produce of 1803 ? 

Second : To the'foregoing questions a 
complete answer is foundjn a comparison 
between the nett preduce*%f the old Or per¬ 
manent taxes, during the quarter which 
ended on the 5th of April last year and the 
nett produce ot the same taxes during the 
quarter which ended on the 5 th of April this 
year.* » 


Nett produce of permanent taxes in the £■ 

quarter ended b<h April, 180 j.. 5,-161 ,000 

Same taxes quarter ender^Sih April, 

I8O4.. 5,016,000 


4 * 345,090 

Here we see, that, while the war-taxes 
have, in the last quarter, yielded 304,0001. 
beyond tho fourth part of 6,5OO,0UOL the 
old taxes have fallen short of their last 
year's produce, in the corresponding quarter, 
to the amount of 345,OQQl, S^> that my 
prediction of last week wifi,, 1 think? appear 
to have been by no means hazardous; and, 

1 also think, that it will sot rtsqliite much 
exertion to satisfy any reasonable person, 
that with our present trade, the - iources of 
taxation are yearly exhausted, a position 
which, at every step in our examination of 

**this statement is takea from an account 
now hrlorc the House ot Commons, dated 17m 
of tins picseru month of April- '*'-—. 
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^ grounds on #hich it rests,. -will appear 
4 fcw end lew doubtful. Hie whole of the 
. taxes of last year, though embracing only 
J,8d0,000l. of the war-taxes, yielded 
$2,585, 419I. i/s. O^d.; and, if we sup¬ 
pose, that the whole of the taxes will this 
, year produce,.iu each quarter, as much and 
no. more than they have produced in the 
first quarter, to wit, 7,783,34C>1. 17s. Ofd. 
jhg n the whole produce of this year will tall 
** gfflrfi^jthap 41 million short of the produce of 
^ last yeJST S^H^ynore conspicious mode of 
statement is this: last year the taxes, 
exclusive of war-taxes, produced30,700,0001. 
this year , including war-taxes, the pro¬ 
duce, if every quarter is like the first quar¬ 
ter, will be 31,100,0001, So that, by impos¬ 
ing war-taxes to the amount of 12,500,0001. 
the Doctor adds me 400,0001. to the re¬ 
venue ! ! ! And this is to “ convince tho 
“ enemy that it is hopeless for him to oon- 
“ tend with our pecuniary resources!” This 
is to “ convince the other powers of Europe 
“ that they may soft hi join us in a common 
“ cause, tor, that the resources of thiscoun- 
“ try are such as to give full security for the 
“ punctual discharge of any engagement it 
“ may enter into !” This is to “ inspire 
“ confidence at home and respect uhnad!" 

■ -When the Doctor uttered these words, 

what must he have thought ? How com¬ 
pletely ignoinut he mast have been of the 
whole matter upon which he was talking ; 
or, how far beyond that of ordinary men 
must have been his contempt for the opi¬ 
nions of mankind ! It is not till now that I 


Besides, to begin theatre we muqt get fid of 
the cause of our malady j that cause is tfie 
Doctor: in his hands we have been brought 
to'death’s door; and few persons, 1 bajfe, 
will be so unjust as to deny, that I hf?© 
used ray uttjjost endeavours to remove that 
cause; few persons, I trust, however they 
may be prejudiced against me, will regard it 
as my fault that the country is still subject¬ 
ed to this degrading curse. I repeat, that I 
do not know tbat aqy remedy can be found 
tor the financial evils which the Doctor has 
brought upon us; but, am I for that reason 
to abstain from exposing those evils ? When 
a thief has taken a purse and spent it, there 
is, as to the loss, no remedy; but; is that a 
reason why the robbery should not be ex- 
p#s§d and the thfef punished ? This cry for 
a remedy has stood the ministers in great 
stead. ‘ If you do not like what we have 

* clone, or are about do, why do you not 
‘ point oat something better in place of it ? 

‘ -Why do you complain of evils unless you 

* are provided with a remedy ?’ This, in 
substance, they have said, in Parliament, 
fifty times, during the present session and 
the last, and, in two or three instances, they 
h.ive been supported therein by Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan. That the “men taken trom the mid¬ 
dling classes of society ” should hold such 
language is natural enough: it comports 
with their vulgar and grovelling notions, 
according to which the allairs of a state are 
reduced to a level with those of a shop 5 
but, lor a man like Mr. Sheridan td give in¬ 
to the same strain is scandalous in the ex- 


have waited to point out the falsi hood of tretne.—— If there be any remedy for the 
his statements upon tl e occasion alluded to. decline in the revenue, it must be to pro- 

I did it immediately after those statements duoe an increase in the quantity of the oh- 

were made ; and this fact nh,ne is a snffici- jects of taxation; for, as to augmenting the 
cut proof of his total want of k nowludge and rate of the taxes, experience has proved that 
judgment on the subject, or, of his having to be worse than useless. An increase in 

acted with a deliberate intent .on to deceive the quantity of the objects of taxation is 


the People, the Parliament, and the King, to be effected only by an increase 

and (hereby to prolong the duration of his trade 5 and, anincteaseof trade is to beef- 

power and emoluments; to that motive* fueled only by a recovery of our influence 
alonoan intentional dceeptiVi can possibly in those counliit-s of Europe, with which 

be ascribed, unless we supposes him to en- we Joancrly earned on an uninterrupted 

tertain the diabolical delight of doing mis- commerce, but which are now under the 

chief for mischief sake, a disposition, of ; control of France. We wete told, at the 
which, if we look at the thousands and | time of making the peace, that, in spite of 
thousands heaped upon hts family, we must | all the restraints which France might, in 
certainly have the justice to acquit him. | these*unhappy countries, impose upon our 
I shall be asked, perhaps, what is theme j trade, that trade would stilt keep on increas- 
of exposing these evils and dangers, unless ; ing: that our good® were become necessa- 
I can point out a remedy ? 1 do not know, ties on the Continent, and that they would 

that a remedy can be pointed out 3 but,sthat find their way maugre the malice of our 

is no reason that 1 should not expose the enemies. Tins was the doctrine of those 


evil, nor that 1 should retrain from palling “ prudent young men,” those “ solid young 
•for justice on Wte heads of those, through loids,” those whe, those “ safe politicians,” 
whose means that evil has come upon us. j I/jtds Hawkesbuty and Castltreagh. My 



answer xv »s i " yes, in spite 6f irtl France 
“ can do, the hafiom bf Europe must, for 
“ some time at least, beceive our manuftc- 
■M tares; but, every obstacle thrown in their 
** way will surely enhance their price to the 
" consumer, which will - as stately diminish 
“ the q-amity consumed And, Mho 
will now deny, that the decline lit our ttade 
is to be ascribed, in great part, it not almost 
entirely, to this cause ? To a loss ot that 
influence which we fprrtlerly possessed on 
the continent of Europe, and particularly in 
those countries with which we traded ? 
Whether this influence could now be reco¬ 
vered by any ministry, is a quest ion. that I 
.am nof prepared to answerj but, that it 
never can Iks recovered by the Doctor and 
liis colleagues, is, I presume, a position 
that no one but a Treasury hireling will 
dispute. 


A pul 24, 1804. 


Wm. Cobdett. 


COALITION. 

Sis,-Lord Bacon has well observed 

(and his observation has often been alluded 
to) that speaking m ikes a r< ady man, wri¬ 
ting a correct man, and leading a full man. 
He might hate added, that thinking makes 
b great man. But what *.nrt of men will 
the absence of all these make ? Why, just 
inch as ate your present political adversa¬ 
ries, jpst Such toons ate the scrinhiers, who 
have lately thought fit to attack ‘ the 
* thoughts recommendatory of a coalition,’ 
which you noticed in vour llegisler some 
five weeks ago. When these gentlemen 
shall have read more, written more, and 
thought more, they will.be,—not great men, 
I cannot promise” them that, but certainly 
something more tolerable than they now 
are; for the present they must test con¬ 
tent with the wonted hall dozen of neigh¬ 
bourly subsetiheis, who live within a fluyr 
rcrtwoof their Printing-cuke ; and, in the 
meanwhile, may not unusefully employ 
themse’ncs in poring for illustrations into 
Chamuei;*s Dictionary, or even (by way of 
promotion) in getting no the monthly ca¬ 
talogue of -ome living Review. It is neither 
worth your time nor mine to trouble our¬ 
selves about i Item. The division of last 
night (*23d April) in the House of Coin- 
mens, calls us to better things: and, 1 (rust. 
Sir, you will not be nn-.viUing to accept my 
congratulations on the conduct which Mr. 
Pitf has at length adopted. I ttm per- 
MipwM, that his future course will not be 
feu rid contradictory to that sense of useful- 


* tetters. <m the Piehntinrfrles of Peace, pub- 
Iht.a! in December 1801, p. 240* 


nei«, wbitibthas detefmiMdbim t&ttt 
to * artopga the present vSerVatiHi-bf {ty ft 
Crown. I would willingly ascribe to 
fives less onsmiable thin that sclfisfaawt- 
rice of power, of which Ins indecisum^sosg*'- 
times led you -to.suspect him, his long dmibt- 
ful hesitating opposition. I would «si|n 
to. feelings of a milder kind, feelings/pr 
those, whom lio once recommended' to 
power, his slowness tcv pronounce thalPxir 
unmitigated condemnation, whjplL th fife 
incapacity has force d fiorn^ fflinfm^drpit, 
that the morality wflfch oictatii fcreated, 
if you will) his evident irresolution, was of 
amalure too feeble and too puny for a mind 
like his : but there is yet nothing in it un¬ 
natural ; nothing which may not be easily for¬ 
given/ if net praised; nothing which may 
not justify expectation of a manlier march in 
future. I fully believe myself, what is said 
to have fallen from (lie attorney-general, in 
the debate of last night, that Mr. Pitt will 
ml withdraw himself from any mode of ac¬ 
tion, which the service of his country may 
require, and it is in consequence of that 
bebtf, that 1 now with confidence look for¬ 
ward to an administration formed betwixt 
him and Mr. Fox. F.r however, from 
thinking with the learned gelulemau, that 
there would in such a junction be any sa¬ 
crifice ol talent or virtue; I, on the cun- 
traiv, believe it would be the sacrifice of 
selfish feelings, the death of personal and 
inteiested view*-. So widely do I differ 
from him, th.it 1 in no way can account for 
his opinion, (of his honour there is not a 
doubt to bang a loop on) but bv imagining 
bis legal studies have robbed him of the 
leisure necessary for inquiring upon what 
basis political morality subsists, I have al¬ 
ways understood, that in cases not forbid¬ 
den by divine or human laws, the test of 
act ion was utility; faf^oc from us of Eng¬ 
land that spurious principle, which to attain 
an useful end, asserts, all nutans may be em¬ 
ployed ; hut far.aho be from ns that shrink¬ 
ing sensibility, which iears to do, what it 
approves,, bepuse the vulgar cannot com- 
prthend wherefore it is done. 1 arn in- 
deed. jet to learn against what (except the 
ministers^ the measure in contemplation* 
can by any possibility offjjnfl. Sorely 
against no sacred law, and surely too not 
against the laws of the land. ‘ Oh, but there 
* is a third law, a law of honourthere is 
so, it is the lowest of the three, but it is yet 
something. Most tardy should I be to vio» 
late it. But how, Sir, is the law of honour 
sinned against ? 1 am not quite willing that 
Mi^Titt and Mr. Fox should take asan ex¬ 
ample Mr, Tierney, or upon him pin their 




|&t*6e*tiaa : yefemitosmvA by Mr. 
ffimviti* soqwvhsrtstrange that-Avxhould 
b® accepted, and, that yet the pardon 
gfimteji ta him should be refused to them. 
§$t»4tutb is, the desired measure needs not 
pardon. If to have attained that breadth 
Gfttnderstanding, which teaches men of 
Jptbru* to admit as natural that very d,if- 
‘’’wWiMJeof opinion which they oppose: if, to 
jfjjMtod-to acknowledge ihakthe active spt- 
“^in dliijg in its, progress, necessarily 
mshes^itJjo'ftlV m&tp cs, till that germ of sepa¬ 
ration. which inti??? cabinet might have 
been a spun oistaot, becomes in the wide 
field Of public disputation a seeming gulph ; 
if to feel .this, and the hour of battle past, 
to hasten to forget it j if this be weak, then 
is a coalition proof of weakness. If wil¬ 
lingness to resign, when a great occasion 
asks it, the self-flattering sensation of head-, 
ing a free party in a free assembly; if wil¬ 
lingness to meet on equal terms an equal ri¬ 
val, be selfish ; then is a coalition proof of 
selfishness. If to cherish high and enthu¬ 
siastic sentiments, whether of loyalty, of 
birth, or of freedom, yet so to regulate those 
sentiments as to make them not restricts e 


ofj but, as they ought to be, conducive to 
our conntrf's welfare, be dishonourable, 
then is a coalition proof of dishonour. I 
will not, Sir, so wrong the attorney-general 
,ss to suspect, that he can teriou.-ly believe 
the emoluments of office have an influence 


upon any of the great parties to this me a- j 
sure, i am told that he is personally hostile 
to one of (hem, yet cannot I so lightly 
hold his judgment as to think, that even 
lhat obnoxious individual is suspected by 
him of love or pheo for its emoluments. 
Audit power be the object, is it ambition 
in cutrjtt tor him to incept of half, who is a 
competitor for the whole ? xslo, Sir, the sole 
real question, as to the propriety of a coa¬ 
lition, is, in my mind, whether either Mr. 
Pitt or Mr. Fox can separately render to 
the country the same benefit, which naay bg. 
rendered by thorfr conjuiimy ? To this my 
own answer certainly is the! cannot. Anti ( 
shotnd it accord >vuh the grcvious arrange¬ 
ment of your Kcgistei, I shall be a l i d. Sir. 
in the ensuing v.cck to state to\pu "tin* rea¬ 
sons upon \jhich my answer refts ; for the 

f iresent, I wtl 1 only add, 'hat 'therecertaiu- 
y is no such jeqlnusv betwixt them, as need 
at all lead us to despair of their eventual 
union. We know, trom Mr, Burke, that at 
the beginning of the kite war, a situation in 
the cabinet equal to his high talents was 
offered, with Mr. P.tt’s approval, to Alt'. 
Fox. Ytt Mr.JJox had then been loifg the 
ppponeot of Air. Pitt’s administration. We 


[CIS 


know that Mr. Fox aW considers the re- 
tprn of Mr. Fitt to povvef as an eveof, com¬ 
pared with the existence of the Addington 
cabal, devoutly to be desired. It is said, 
too, that he lias avowed his wish, did events 
call ppgti himself to advise a new adminis¬ 
tration, to offer Atr. Pitt a leading situation. 
With these, sensations towards each other, 
what is there itli.lt ought long to keep them 
asunder ? I trust, in spite of underling in* 
tngu-.*rs, that nothing will.——I am, &c. 
See. F. C. 


* IRISH CURRENCY. 

Sir, —This subject, in itself extremely in¬ 
tricate, especially in Ireland, while it re¬ 
quires the most dispassionate investigation* 
ha*generally been treated by interested per¬ 
sons, bankers, or money-changers, whoso 
i iterest stands diametrically opposite lo the 
•merest of the public—and whose opinions, 
biassed by their interest, are not only decep¬ 
tive to those who read, but even to those 
who utter them.—Under no such bias is the 
author of this letter ; he feels no interest in 
the subject but in common with the nation ; 
and, therefore, though he may err in his 
opinions, it will be the error of honesty.—— 
1 think it may be fairly said, and without a 
figure of speech, that at this present writ¬ 
ing, March 2t>. there is no circulating coin 
in this his Majesty’s good city of Dublin j 
and, in ihree-tounhs of the kingdom of Ire 
laud, the miserable currency which, with 
infinite difficulty and great loss, cuculatcs 
among us, consists of base, white or blue 
metal, passing for shillings, cf change notes, 
and of brass, lead, or .copper tokens, stamp¬ 
ed by private perSbns, and passing for half¬ 
pence.-1 have never been able to under¬ 

stand why a guinea shbnld be called twenty- 
one shillings in England, and twenty-two 
shillings and ninepenre in Ireland , why a 
•shilling should be twelve pence in England, 
and thiiteen pence in Ireland; in a woid, 
why an hundred pounds in England should 
be one hundred and eight pounds six and 
eight pence in Ireland, v\ hen money is said 
to £e at par: that i*, when in the course 
of iiuiiness as much money is transmitted 
from England to Ireland, as from Ireland to 
England ; and. therefore, unless some one 
shalUshew me that any advantage or benefit 
results to the public fiom this difference in 
the nominal value of money, 1 shall assume 
it for granted, that one uniform rate of ci iti 
throughout the United Kingdom would 
greatly tend to simplify exchange, and to 
assimilate tFe different parts of the union ; 
and in this opinion I am fortified- by the 
conduct of the British government after the 
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union of Scotland with England. The Scots 
pound previous to the union, was one pound 
one shilling and eight pence British; but ever, 
since it has been twenty shillings, as in Eng¬ 
land. Jt has long been thegrand desideratum 
throughout the British isles, that weights, 
measures, and coins should everywhere be 
equalized ; there never can be a better oppor¬ 
tunity for equalizing thecoin than the. present, 
when we are circumstanced precisely as it we 
never had any coin ; and as the subject must 
be undertaken de noxo, government have 
now an opportunity ot affixing to a new 
coinage any value it may think proper.*—— 
In a new coinage I am not at all anxious 
that the quantity of gold, of silver, or of 
copper, Bhould be really and intrinsically 
equal in value to the sum for which it is to 
pass (expense of coinage excepted). The 
price of gold and siver, like all other com¬ 
modities, perpetually fluctuates ; aud, there¬ 
fore, a coinage, almost equal in intrinsic to 
its nominal value, is in continual danger of 
going to the crucible, or worse, to the Con¬ 
tinent ; wheicas, if the pieces pass through¬ 
out the United Kingdom for considerably 
greater than the intrinsic value, there is no 
danger of their being melted down or ex¬ 
ported.-But it will be objected, that if 

coins have a nominal value considerably 
greater than their intrinsic value, ingenious 
but dishonest men will be. tempted to imi¬ 
tate such coins and throw the imitations in- 


POLITICAL KEGISTEB.. , ■ 

■ notes are JjQt depreciated : now, if.by 

; word "depreciated ** is meant am^tmckrstpd^', 
lowered in value, and if, at any rime, thA. 
value of , a guinea bank note Was equei tb a, 
golden guinea, and would exchange and'pass' 
for the same, then certainly a guinea baqV 
.note is now lowered in its value, as withdcfh. 
the addition of two shillings andsix-peqce l U: 
will not now purchase a golden guinea ^ g u d . 
is therefore very properly said 1 
i dated.—-The original 
: the bank from makiti|fpBy m eminn specie 
j has never been well undent oosf. This pro- 
i hibition was made at the beginning of the 

■ last war, and it was then pretended it was to 
| prevent our specie from being sent to the 


f enemy j this pretence was shallow indeed.; 

! for, however well-disposed our worthy TTrift- 
| rd Irishmen and Jacobins were to aid the 
j French in the ruin of our country, the 
j greater pan were poor rogues, without pno- 
! ney or means, and certainly there was, not 
one amonget the few wealthy who would 
i be so prodigal of bis wealth, as to send any 
of it to France, without getting in return 
; some commodity in value to the money re¬ 
mitted, and this trade has all along been 

licensed.-Another pretence was, that in 

limes of such danger and peril as the pre- 
j sent, and those we have lately pas-cd, people 
! would be induced to hoard and hide their 
; specie. This possibly would have been the 
' case; but does not the restriction on tie 


to circulation. Ibis, 1 grant, may happen, ; bank operate precisely in the same way ; or 
but not in a degree at all equal to the for- i rather, is it not better for the public t'bat 
genes that have been discovered of bank j individuals who will bring it out when ihey 
notes; these two species of fraud are not ; find it their interest, should hoaid their 
performed with equal facility ; an artist specie, than that it should be hoarded by 
locked up in a closet .with an apparatuses- Proprietors of the Bank, whose interest it 
pableof being inclosed in a tea-chest, may must always be^ to circulate their paper and 

perform the whole process of making bank retain the specie?-1 believe the truerea- 

notes to any amount; the tiling has been son for arresting the specie in the Bank of 
repeatedly performed ; while it requires' ( England last war was, that the minister 
large and ponderous machinery, and the aid j* might have a fund of specie for the remit- 
of divers artificers to form the imitation of a i "lances of loans, subsidies, payment of troops, 
coin, and *fier all, if the counterfeit be gold and various olhSr demands to the Contim lit; 
or silver, \>f the same fineness with the piece < and the Bauk/bf England being restrained, 

imitated, we have something for our money, I it followed asm necessity in Ireland.-. 

whereas in a forged bank note we have no- j But tfje question to a short issue, I 

ihing at all. It may, indeed, be said, that | will ask, ises any man at this day carry one 
giving a higher nominal than the intrinsic hundred golden guineas to the bank anu take 
value of a coin, i* bringing, by violent temp- j for them.aschange.one hundred guinea notes? 
tation, unwary men to the gallows: in reply i I believe we need not hesitate to answer 
to this, I say, that within the last seven ; this question in the negative; as any man 
years mope persons have been hanged and ! having an hundred golden guineas wh ich he 
transported for imitating Irish bank notes ; was desirous to change, would much rather 
thafl.fbir counterfeiting coin singe the crea- : carry them to any change broker, or almost 

tioflMf the world.-A foolish assertion has to any merchant, who for the said one hun- 

made, that though the difference be- dred* golden guineas v. oopl give him an 
tvlfckn a golden guinea and a guinea bank hundred and twelve, nay, sometimes an hun- 
perte is two shillings and sixpence, yet bank i dred and fourteen bank notes, or paper 
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f infeis for the^ne mstsared golden ones j 
d ifs<£ ttifen theire can be no clearer de* 
qtidii jimds from premises, than that 
^ere^' a depreciation of twelve or fourteen 
rv- :/ri. on bank paper.——The notes of 
tfid B'atik of Ireland only, now in circula¬ 
t'd,' have a nominal value of 2.600,0001. 
Kit at aJ%»ret:iarioh of half-a-crown in a 
guinea;; w|^)^e thgt depreciation to grow 


fj' the pubfic loses 325,000).*—Now 
icfp^htrJwSSpage to issue for the nominal 
atim ofwjflOO intrinsically less in 

value, iifteTVeinage expense, by a sum of 
325,0001. how is the public affected ? Why 
the said sum is in the nature of a tax, which 
;s noman the poorer—is perfectly un* 
and brings a supply to the exigencies 

ie state to the amount of325,0001.- 

. S.—Dublin, 1M Marck, 180* *- 

. _ _ — . i«i » j »* » ' ' ‘ t «J 

T1IK POCX-YARD^ 

Sis,-It is ^fifo^thepurpoitedf sink- 

ing tlie leading members of administration 
iu the estimation of the public, that I trouble 
you with this letter. They have done more 
lo crush themselves than the bitterest of their 
opponents could have devised, and are, in 
fact, fallen.so low, that it were almost bar¬ 
barous to add to the miseries of their degra¬ 
dation. Our judgment however, must not 
yield to the suggestions of pity, when the 
paramount duty whit'll we owe to our coun¬ 
try is involved in the qoesfriJ*).—I have had 
occasion lately to converse with several lead¬ 
ing men in our Dock-yards, unconnected 
with each other, and the result of their se¬ 
veral communications, I lament to say, is 
most fearful. The rash and intemperate per¬ 
son at tl:e head of the Admiralty, (whose 
obstinacy has defied and- baffled the efforts 
of his trembling colleague in administra¬ 
tion, to turn him out, for these'last twelve 
months) has, by the same unbending tenacity 
of his own informed opinions, resolved to 
adhere to a system which threaten* annihi¬ 
lation to onr uavy.„ Nay,V have no hesita* 
tion*to say, that a perseverance in it for one 
year more, will sofarcripple|mr means, and 
curtail our re*ourse$, as to render it impos- 
siblc for any future Board of AdmlsaUf (be 
it the v§sy reverse of the preserjisuppose it 
to be possessed of the first-ratef talents and 
the most rigid integrity,) to restore our navy 
to its pyoper standard under ten years of 
profound peace. And shall Englishmen 
tamely bear this ? Shall we suffer under the 
gross and wilful deception of a minister 
whose talents and powers are the laughing¬ 
stock of his very creatures and partisans ? 
Shall wesubmit-to have our burthens friplcd 
upon us, when the faith of government was 
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I pledged that bo increase of them should 
take place! Shall a minister, and such an one 
as defiles the seat of authority at this mo¬ 
ment, pledge himself to our. representatives 
not to rase more than 6 millions by way of 
loan, and, it} a few short months afterwards, 
public^' state tp the contractors, that he 
certaioly should not want less than J0 mil¬ 
lions j and, shall it all pass without a com¬ 
ment #om those representatives ? Shall the 
country be kept in total ignorance upon a 
subject which involves the welfare, nay, the 
existence of the constitution ; and shall 
men be peaceably allowed to exercise the 
executive functions, the supreme authority 
of the Empire, whose good intentions are be¬ 
come proverbially ironical, and whose qua¬ 
lifications do not raise them above the very 
ordinary routine of private life ? Snpcradded 
to all these evils, shall our first and great re¬ 
source be cut off, and the annals of our naval 
glory be brought to a period, through the 
petulant and arbitrary misconduct of an in¬ 
dividual and a few contemptible satellites? 
Where ? where is the spirit of our forefathers* 

It is ro more. It is fallen, and will not. rise 
again..' From the vituperation and dogma¬ 
tical mandate issued by the lords paramount 
of the Admiralty, and the restrictions laid 
upon the cotitiactor, and upon the persons 
authorised to teceive timber in the King’s 
Dock-yards, that most important article has 
been taken to any and every market in pre-t 
fereuoe' to the King’s service. And this 
same enlightened Board (enlightened by men 
interested in pampering their crude and 
puerile conceits, and aggrandizing them¬ 
selves by raising windmills for their sage 
employers to destroy), after all their outra¬ 
geous and ridiculous conduct, have still 
looked to the merchant sooner or later for 
the usual supply of timber felled; but, alas! 
(pour prudent seuls) to their utter surprise and 
astonishment, they now find, upon inquiry, 
that it has all been consumed in building 
merchant vessels, and in country uses even, 
owing to the high price cf foreign timber! 
At/his moment, though scarcely credible, it 
is a fact, that the yards, instead of having 
three years’, stock in hand, as under former 
administrations, have not one, whilst the crip¬ 
pled state of our navy, owing to its having 
beef! constantly at sea, and our necessary 
losses fiotn the magnanimous system of 
blockading now pursued, require and de¬ 
mand an infinitely greater stock than at any 
period of our naval history. This, I suppose, 
is meant tp contribute to (bat'appearanee of 
economy by which the narrow-minded, shal¬ 
low-witted politicians of the present Board, 
?ndi indeed, o{ the whole administration, 
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think todeceive a British inibHcj and,really, 
taken into the scale with tins idt&unt of 
hemp given iq yburtast iiddSber, it Will' 
make a very handsome 4f^0k upon cur¬ 
rent expences; two tot^rgiHyeifsential and 
heavy articles, hemp and timber ; “tfcte one 
being stored by a preceding and prof ident 
administration; the other not being stored 
at all, and left to be arraved by someffiture 
administration.—- Well, Sir, bit people 
will talk, and these good menbegah when 
driven into a corner to grow frightened and 
alarmed, and to whisperAht\ r apprehensions. 
They very humbly ca led upon the timber 
trade, and requested to know the cause of 
the alarming deficiency j but, before' they 
could retfirn an Answer, a sharp tWrtch of 
the gout, or some equally impoi rant incen¬ 
tive, produced a mandate to compel the Navy 
Board to send out a surveyor to make pur¬ 
chases piecemeal through the country; ; 
which, if he succeeded jn obtaining, must be 
done at the expence of the cbtmtry, to the 
amount of from four to six per cent ac¬ 
cording to the most moderate calculation, 
above what it would have cost, liad it pro¬ 
ceeded on the established plan, through the 

hands of the contractor.-1 have only to 

add, that no man is rfiore ready than myself 
to hail with aJmiration any reform of fla¬ 
grant abuses ; but, having myself been at 
Martinique, when the noble earl at fbe bead 
of the Admiralty was there also; and wit¬ 
nessed at use: of a very flagrant nature indeed, 
which have dot even called forth inquiry, 1 
cannot help thinking that forbearance to a 
rertain degree wou’d have better graced the 
J'iarl’s coronet, and the Presidency df the Ad¬ 
miralty Board, than a querulous, pettish, 
vexatious, and, I may add, frivolous inter¬ 
ference on points of no importance in them¬ 
selves, but of a very mischievous tendency 
from the turn given to them by the govern¬ 
ment. SftVA. 

REPRIMANDING OP1ICERS. 

Sin.——-Having ob-erved in your paper a 
propensityVo correct the errors ol'ihe day, 
then* is one, which st-em-. to me to require 
your notice, as it concerns the whole British ’ 
army. J ni KffjtBfp 'custom which has crept I 
into’theseaffl^eof reprimanding field officers I 
at the h«t T of their regiment, than which j 
nothingjran be more pernicious, as it very . 
much uBtia to lessen that authority which | 
every apreer ought to haye pver the men ! 
entrusted to bin; by his Majesty. I have 
seen life orders of very experienced com- 
nunddfs, in which all officers are particular¬ 
ly dlr&cled not to find fmlt even with non-, 
commissioned officers, in presente of their 
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cessary, it Is'tojbe Stod^ 

orders exist lu twany regliaenta 
Now, Sir, it is rumoured, that * ettUtfir of-* * 
ftet^r commanding, has, for sOrpeimaginary. 
of caqfe, sent the commandingoli^r 
©fan old apd excellent regiment,ffi.ffie reA^ 
and ordered the regiment fobe exsatised by* 
the next officer.-—Such con¬ 

ceive to be an insult tc^the‘wlvc!i(e.%itish • 
army, an'd the re#«ss of which Wy ,j 
righ t to expect when-the & ng^ d&Mjpt tho 
Bead of them. ThougWhHudivid^ may 
be satisfied by an apology 'and yd© hospita- • 
lity of the table, the insult to the'army in 
general still remains, and calls For Royal in¬ 
terference. What is the country to expect 
from a commander (should an invasion take 
pi,ace) whp-cqnnot command lumself r-*" 
AfcfOtp joj^KER. —April 28, 1304. 

JKAtAL fCOSOMY., 

Stu,--With the highett opinion of Lord 

St. Vincent's judgment-la naval tactics, and 
bis integrity as a private man, I have always 
wondered at his being selected as the most 
proper person to preside at the Admiralty. 
On a variety of subjects there is no doubt of 
his being able to ^'ord metal information 
from hts large expo; ience; but surely, a mere 
* sailor is as little qualified for the vast system 
of naval philosophy, as a mere artifice! is to 
form the. various machines of nice and eora- 
plicated mecfoaimm, to calculate their pre¬ 
sent powers, and invent new properties, al¬ 
though he mayhare skilfully directed, and 
successfully employed them in his own ma¬ 
nufactory. His lordship, while a seaman, has 
noted abuses to exist.in various departments 
wherein is aqyjntpie judge, audit is an 
honest feerfliog which urges him to correct 
them,; bnf, .it flies nof follow that either to 
correct abuse, or economise extravagance, we 
"are to to starve the. whole frame as to en¬ 
feeble the energy and paralyse the vitals of a 
qpnstiirution.-1yhavejjust received the in¬ 

closed letterfrorrifaiieuf.tffthe navy, qhp 
in the last war behaved with intrepidity and 
reputationamldth unusualhardships, to which 
his superior offjeoi* bore ample. testimony ; 
be. A aside till within a few weeks 

past on haif-j/ay, when ho received 0 intelli¬ 
gence of his being apointed to a signal-post, 
and peremptory orders to proceed imme¬ 
diately for Cork, to put birnself under the 
Admiral; he iustanlty obeyed, leaving his 
own pi i vale concerns in confusion and under 
the management of others, that he might bo 
at his post when called upon. His letter will 
’explain 1 his present situation, which requires 
but one corpulent: if our officers are to be 



startSfci Mid pe 'femtM, we shall very 1 
sosi wnt-jtbboardWe tfteft'to fill uptbetr j 
siafibris.w^PtoBUtfr. 1 

•'* " ENCLOSURE. 

“ I Wve been arrived here these nine 
“ day*,' and know just as much where l am 
“ %o bis placed as when I saw yon last. It 
*^aHjppeaf8 that the houses for our residency 

are not finished, and there are only three 
“or four he$tf n; Which I am informed, 
in three weeks: the others 
“ "vofll in as many months. 

“ These afdtjpi ne liefl’ftnahts waiting here, 

“ £pd which ffcjU be appointed^first I know 
“ not.' ! Lord Gardner says, we are to con- 
“ tinae on ©nr half-pay till we go to our 
“ stations; and, he absolutely refused to 
“ sign a certificate that I had complied 
“ with the directions of the Lofds ot the 
“ Admiralty, and pot myself under his cotn- 
“ All he could do was to give us 

“ King’s allowance,* and we are to find 
“ our own lodging out of it. I pay ltfs. 

“ -per week for n dirty place, and every gr* 

" tide of provisions is dearer here than in, 
“ England. The most frugal way of living 
“ costs me3 guineas per week; probably, 

“ by the time l get my appointment, I 
“ shall get Pretty deep in debt. There is 
<’ no exertion in the naval department: every 
«' thing is flat.” 

MR. D-RAKE. 

Mr. Cobrf.tt, -In your Register of 

the idth of this month you assert,, that you 
have no doubt as to (lie authenticity of the 
letters which arc, by the Moniteur, ascribed 
to Mr. Drake. Let me a»k you, whether it 
is manly, whether it is libem, whether it is 
constitutional, to cronden.n’Mr. 'Drake un¬ 
heard ? The weight of the accusation, the 
heinonsness of the charge of t>eing the abet¬ 
tor of assassins, (a crime from which every 
generous mind shrinks hack with horror,) 
should surely have induced you to pause be¬ 
fore you subscribed your almost unqualified 
conviation of its truth. Is ran this instance 
alone that you have pinned yq«r jfaith on the 
official papers of the French government? In 
this instance alone are you rea\ to gu gjrre- 
dit to the declarations of an enen»/mever re¬ 
markable for.conscientiously adhel ing to the 

* King’s allowance is one pound of hi cad, 

“ one pound of meat, and half a pint of spuits 
4 ‘ per dav. If I choose to biing them on t Itorc in 
11 niy pucker l may; if not, die puiser will allow 
“ 4jd. per day for them: ihcie is not one will*ae- 
" ccpt it. So tnurh for economy ! The navy is in 
“ a had way. None uf us ran even get opt sii- 
“ pence per milt, fallowed l»y Act ot Parliament 
“ for-travelling expeam," 
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fewtdf truth, which in other cases ydfa. would 
have weighed and nfted with your usual Sf®a- 
city, coolness, and impartiality. Has not your 
opposition, to a weak, though I trust, not a 
tdicked mipiBtiyr, induced you to assent, on 
slight grpundSf to a charge which, if here¬ 
after proved, must implicate them in its cri¬ 
minality ? The character of your paper on 
the Continent has been fully established. 
What, tbep, will be the opinion of foreigner* 
when they read the paragraph alluded to ? 
Will they not suppose that you must have 
built your conviction on evidence far 
stronger than that to which they have had ac¬ 
cess through the medium of French papers? 
Yon will not, 1 trust, hesitate to insert this 
letter in your Saturday’s paper. Happy in- ’ 
deed should 1 be, if -this humble effort shall 
tend to rescue, in some degree, from pre¬ 
mature condemnation, those, who, I hope 
and trust, will ataud fully acquitted hereafter 
before the tribunal of tfie world at large.— 
Ojkwiexsis,— April 2Q, 1804. 

DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS~ 

Relative to tht Capture of Goree, "Dated Deputing • 
Street, April 11, 18 ^ 4 . 

Pi<patrl«rs of winch the following are copies, 
weie-this day lectived by the Right Hon. Lord 
Hnhart, one of hi.. Majesty's Principal Secretaries 
of Sttte, from Colonel John Fraser, Commandant 
ot the Settlement of Goree, on the Coast of 
Atncn. 

MY Lo*o, Gniee, ^.Aica, Peb. 5, 180L 

On the 17th of Jaiiuirv, about noon, a negro 
arrived irons YofF, and reponed that a fleet had 
liecn seen trum tluncc, that morning, at day-light, 
nod appeared to lie standing for Goree.——Before 
two o'clock vessels were seen from the hill behind 
t':.pe Einamirl; near lour they came round the 
Cape; tiie squadron, <*>ui sting of one ship, carry¬ 
ing a commodore's pendant, and five armed 
Kchooiws, with pendants, all shewing Freuch co¬ 
lours, and with laige boats towing after them — 

'I he commodore hred a gun, and hoisted a red 
fla- at his foremast head, which we have since 
Jcarnt war meant ana signal tour,that in case of at- 
trek during night, no quaiter would he given.—— 
Aliout sunset the squadron tacked, and before 

dark was nrarthc anchorage, standing in-The 

inhabitants having agreed to assist in defending 
the Island, against any attempt that should be> 
nuiWroiu Senegal, and.beiiig of opinion that the 
present force was of that nature, such measures 
were take* as appeared most likely to prevent 
the enemy from landing during the night. AU 
the arms that could lie procured were accordingly 
issuedjto the inhabitants, who, with the garrison, 
were stationed at the different posts round the 
Island.——'The moon set at elevcD, and affairs 
remained in the situation described until about 
three o'clock on the iSth; when shortly after I 
had returned to the Beach Battety from visiting 
the posts, a fresh firing commvticqd on the East 
b'de of the Island, from boats, and at the same 
instant a schooner came in sigh , standing directly 
for the beach; a strong and well directed lire of 
great guns and muketry was immediately opened 
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upon her, sad the people on board, being either 
woynded or driven below, she drifted on shore. 
—In the meantime the boats, to the number, 
of eight, full of troops, had unfortunately effect*' 
ed a lauding on the rocks to the east side of the 
town, where the surf happeurd to be unusually 
low, and having oveicome th* force which was 
opposed to them,they had penetrated through the 
town as jfat as the mainguaid, of which, after 
being once repulsed, they gained possession, mak¬ 
ing some prisoners.——The inhabitants having 
given wav nearly on all rides, and the eotiny be- 
»"S now in full foice ou our right, it appeared 
advisable to form a junction with ihe sold iris in 
the North Point Batccrv, where we should retain 
the command of the Peach, and be icady to check 
any farther attempt to land, until some injtnma- 
tion could be received ot the strength and situa¬ 
tion of the enemy, to enable me to judge what 
ought to he done —The filing conrim.ed ugrit 
towards sic o’clock, when being yet unrcitain 
what number hid landed, and in hopes that the 
main guard was the only post held hv the enemy, 

I directed that it should he attacked by the sol¬ 
dier* 1 had with me, Which was executed with 
peat alterity, and |he post carried, trim consi¬ 
derable loss on the part of fhe enemv; on our 
aide it was Uss as to numbers, but 1 lost the re¬ 
sistance of a very gallant officer, Doctor He Idle, 
h; being shot through the breast in the attack, 
when Capt. Lloyd was also sligh ly wounded. 
——VVc now learned that tht enemy had po «ts- 
aion nf the hill, where Capt. Lloyd proposed to 
attack them ; a measure I should gladly have 
adopted, hut the day beginning to bicak, we had 
the mortification to sec them appear in such 
numbers as left no room tn suppose there was anv 
probability of success, our force being i t-duted, 
by killed, wounded, a"d prisoner', to about twen¬ 
ty-five soldiers, Capt. Lloyd, Lieut. Christy, and 
myse'f.—— At this time the enemy’s vcs«cls were 
standing closer in, apparently to land a tcin- 
forcement; and the inhabitants, <ceing French 
colours on the hill, came to me, asking Jcive to 
treat.—Under these circumstance*, and expos¬ 
ed to the enemy's fire on all sides, farther re¬ 
sistance appeared vain; I the core felt it my 
duty to comply with the r quest of the in¬ 
habitants, and sent an officet with, them, pro¬ 
posing terms of capitulation for the garrison.— 
The officer who commended the sroimiiig party 
having been killed, the annexed terms were ver¬ 
bally agreed to with the senior who survived, to 
be communicated to the commandant of the squa¬ 
dron; until his answer should be received, firing 
ceased, anU'wc continued to occupy the battery.— 
The terms of capitulation being confirmed by the 
Commandant Mahc, the soldiers grounded their 
arms, and the place was surrendered.—7VVc were 
informed that the enemy’s force consisted of four 
schooners, which had been fitted out at Cayenne, 
and supplied with soldiers for the purpose of at¬ 
tacking Goree; that they had touched at Senegal, 
where they had been furnished with additional 
boats, pilots, a reinforcement of soldiers, ami ano¬ 
ther schooner, and where they had been joined by 
the ship, which happening to call at Senegal, was 
put in requisition for this expedition : the squa¬ 
dron altogether earned upwards of sixty guns, and 
aix hundred men, about two hundred and forty of 
whom had Wen landed; the whole, under the 
command of JWonsieur Mahe, Lieutenant de Vais- 
n-ait, the /ommodore's pendant having been 
hoisted owy while coming in, by the captain 9/ 


. the ship* who bad held that rankjnftheir pwy 

during the late war.— —On the evening of the ac- 
; tins we had. fifty-four white men., inchidm^offi- 
j cers, and although theserjeant-major Was toe only 
jv-one who was not able to come upon the batteries, 

I when it is considered, that several of the men, 
j worn out by disease, and disabled by accidents,. 

• were incapable ei making any great cifeitio** 

1 that uncertain when an attack might Be imple/tik^ 
j the nigh’, It was necessary todivfdp otir foreSvtiy 
much to occupy the different-post#, I fa ppe aft jl 
, ti ust it will appeer to our King 
the garrison S had the hi monru ^ffirodlffid. did. 
i not submit without iliscbergffljpts like Bri- 
! tfsh soldicis.—•’Our loss cotisistsJfra drummer, 

■ 8 rank and file,billed; a cifefisrsjPB ptok and file, 

! wounded.—Total 19.-Oftbe enemy, according 

j to the most correct accounts 1 can prvcure, a offi¬ 
ces slid 40 men, killed, or since deads i oftcer* 

■ and .;o men, wounded.—Total 7c.—Capt. Lloyd, 

1 who has already on several occasions been men¬ 
tioned as a deserving officer, both here and at 
, 5 ’erra Leone, continues to merit very great praise. 

-Doctor Meddle having proposed some time 

ha$k to do military duty, !'gladly accepted his 
offer, and be has given me' great assistance ; hi* 
wound, which was at first thought to be mortal, 
having taken a favourable turn, *1 am now happy 
to think he wt’l recover, and 1 earnestly wish to 
recommend him to your lordship’s notice, as dis¬ 
tinguished by his conduct on thjs'occasion, and 
also by his attention to his medical dutiesfinee we 
came to Africa.-—1 have the honqpr to be, Ac, 

JOHN FRASER. 

Right Hon. Lord Hohart, &<*. &c. fitc. 

Gortt, -Africa, January 18. 

The French being in possession of the hill, the 
squadron being rerdy to land more troops, a con¬ 
siderable number ot men being killed and wounded 
on both Sides, and farther resistance ofitring only 
the prospected occasioning an unnecessary t(fu¬ 
sion of blood, the following terms n f capitulation 
were ag'eul tot—-Art. I. The Island of Goree, 
with its dependencies, shall be delivered up to the 

French government as it now stands.-Ait. II. 

The British garrison having laid down their arms 
in the North, Battery, tvhich they continue to oc¬ 
cupy, shaR be furnished without delay with a suf¬ 
ficient vessel ss if cartel, to carry them to Great 
Britain, Colonel Fraser giving his paiole of ho¬ 
nour for himself, his officers, and soldiers, not to 
serve during the present war, against the French 
Republic, orits allies, until regufhrly exchanged. 

,-Art. III. The officers and soldiers shall pre¬ 

serve their baggagj^find effect*, which shall be em¬ 
bark'd with them.-Art. IV. The inhabitants 

shall retain pot.se fion of their properties; without 
prejudice, howevjn, to any oidcrs to the contrary 
whicltjjay hereafter be given by General Blan- 
chot, ComhtSMAarit and Administrator General of 
Senegal and jits dependencies.—Agreed upon 
and execmcdln two ropies, to- be exchanged be¬ 
tween us, th/day and year already mentioned. 

(Signed) John Fraser, Col. Afr. Corps. 
Manx, Lieut, dc Vaisseau, and Commanding the 
Division. (To be continued.) _ 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Mn. Drake. —A correspondent, whose 
letter J have inserted in a former page of 
this slieet, seems to think, .(hat my express¬ 
ing an opinion, that the letters attributed 
to Mr. Drake were genuine, was doing an 



*c^of tffjcratice to that gentleman ; because, 
j^tbe leuers are genuine, they implicate 
Sir, intake in the intention to commit a 
taost heinous and infamous crime, thecfime 
of as-a^sination. Now, when this corres- 
pendent has re-perused what I wrote (p. 560 
Jm the present volume), let me ask him, 
*■ ^ptjther my words will bear any such con- 


-^ftiroetion ? WhCthef, from any thing I said 
»t*’fc!S0 , ;.ws4j?\y be inferred, that, supposing 
tb$ letters to be-genuine, 1 attributed to the 
writer of tncni an intention to commit the 
crime of assassination ; or, indeed, any crime 
at nil ? Incaution and credulity to excess l 
did, indeed, ascribe to Mr. Drake hut 
■Weakness and wickedness are very different 
in their nature, though they may often be 
equally mischievous in tJieir consequences. 
——It is true that I appeared to entertain* 
litlle doubt as to the authenticity of the let¬ 
ters. I entertained, indeed, none at ail; 
and, I am deceived it the vesting Mr Drake s 
guilt, or innocence, as to the charge o! 
abetting in assassination, upon the issue of 
any inquiry respecting the authcntc'y ot 
the letters ; I am very much deceived, if 
this be an act for which that gentleman will 

feel much gratitude to lus triend*-The 

fact is, that the ministerial writers received 
the French papers, containing the Munich 
collection, loo late at night to auow them 
time to go to the Treasury underlings tor 
instruction ; and, ns they saw that tbe Grand 
Judge imputed Mr. Drake, s letters to in¬ 
structions received ft ora his government; as 
they saw, that their paymasters of Downing 
Street and Whitehall were to be made te- 
sponsible for the letters^ they, like faithful 
and zealous slaves, but having move zeal 
than knowledge, set tip, at it weie by con¬ 
cert, an unanimous ciy of fabrication. This 
cry reached the country ; and, while it gain¬ 
ed credit amongst others, it is by no means 
wonderful that it should have been readily 
adopted by the friends ofTWr. Drake. 1 boss' 
friends, however, will by \is time, I ima¬ 
gine, see the danger of alibiing hi-n to l>e 
guilty of a crime, if the letters attributed to 
him are proved to beauthe^ic they 

will have.perceived, that the D<'|tor, though 
he did, on tbe l6th instant, wlfcn called on 
in Parliament by Lord Morpethutter some 
very big words about the atru' tons calum¬ 
nies published against us by the trench 
government; though' he did, in most de¬ 
lightful bombast, pledge his honour, and not 
only his* honour, but that of all his col¬ 
leagues, that they had neither done npr sanc¬ 
tioned any thing.not strictly consistent with 
the laws and usages of tbe nations of mo¬ 
dern Europe j though be did positively de« 
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clare, that ministers were not, either directly 
or indirectly, implicated in the tiansactfon 
alluded to by Lord Moipeth (Mr. Drake'* 

| correspondence), and that they had not given 
instructions «r authority to any one human 
creature for the purpose of carrying on such 
a negotiation ; and, though he did promise, 
that he would take the strongest means of 
convincing the world of the purity of the 
intentions of himself and the rest of ids 
Majesty's ministers; though the Doctor 
came out with all this, he did, nevertheless, 
not think it prudent to deny, or to call in 
quest ipn, the authenticity of Mr. Drake's let- 
lets; but, on the contrary, he Evidently, 
evaded that pointy by stating that the go- 
veftiment had not received any information 
from Mr. Drake upon the subject. Indeed, 
this declaration of the Doctor amounts very 
nearly to an abandonnymt of Mr. Drake, the 
best defence of whose conduct, as far as it 
is defensible (and*l have never said that it 
may not be so in a great degtee), will, pro¬ 
bably, be found in the fact of his having 
acted in perfect confm mi/y u-iththeinslructions 

he received -What aie those “ strongest 

means,” which the Doctor is about to em¬ 
ploy, in order “ to convince the world of 
" the purity of the intentions of himself and 
“ tbe rest of his Majesty’s ministers," it 
would be temerity to guess. -Perhaps the 
Doctor iittcnds to prove, that he and his 
colleagues never knew any thing of Mr. 
Drake's, correspondent, Mj'h£e of. La- 
touche ? Perhaps the tin-man minister in¬ 
tends to prove, that that famous Seplern- 
briser was never ^received with open arms 
and caressed at Lord Haw ktsbury's office ? 
That no money was paid to him, either 
while he remained here, or at his departure; 
and, that he never was recommended to Mr. 

^ Drake ? Perhaps the Doctor means to prove 
* all this; and, for the honour of the country, 

I sincerely hope he may succeed, though 
the reputation of Mr. Drake should thereby 
be thought to sutler. But, until it be prov¬ 
ed,, that Mehee Dr. Latouchi:, who was 
in this country at the breaking nut of the 
war, had no audiences in Downing Street, 
received no money from ministers, and 
never was recommended to Mr. Drake; 
unuf this be proved, we ought to be cau¬ 
tious how we blame that gentleman, 
except, indeed, for condescending to 
serve at all under such a man as Lord 
Hawkesbury, an act of qi cap ness never to 
be excused upon any plea less powerful 
than that of a real and immediate want of 
the necessaries of life. 

Divisions in PareiamentI Not¬ 
withstanding thp great pains that'have been 
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token, (he numerous arts and intrigues that 
have been -used, to prevent a formidable 
opposition ill Parliament, such an opposi¬ 
tion appears, at last, to be” assuming a soljd 
shape and to be pushing fen wai d in a rational 
course j and, in spite of all tin; cautuig and 
clamour that we hate heard against it, an 
union of talents has, it is to be hoped, now 
been formed with an unalterable resolution 
to pul an end to the too long endured 
triumph of low-cunning, of selfishness, and 
imbecility. The Doctor bus constantly ex¬ 
pressed his abhorrence of divisions: he 
and his colleagues have, like the “ seeking 
“ saints," who frequented St. Stephen's 
in the middle of the lOth century, “ ear- 
“ jipstly besought the Lord to suffer no di* 
visions except amongst their advep.a- 
“ Ties;" and, it must be confessed, that 
till very lately, their desire was completely 
gratified; for, the Parliament really seem¬ 
ed to have given up"the nation to their 
mercy. Divisions have, however, at last, 
taken place, and at is necessary, by way 
of introduction to the remarks about to be 
offered on the state and views of parties, 
to give a brief history of these divisions, 
the first of which took place, in the House of 
Commons on the ltjih instant, upon a mnf'on 
for the third reading of the Irish Militia 
Augmentation Bill, which was opposed by 
*he Opposition. The division was, for the 
third reading 128 ; against it 107; majority 
for the ministiy, 21 . On the 19 th, in the 
House of Lords, where several divisions of 
inferior note had already taken place, the 
House divided twice; first, upon a motion 
of the Earl of Carlisle for papers relative- 
to thq time when advices of the rupture 
•with France was communicated to our 
eommandeis and governments in India, 
which was opposed by the ministers, and 
which was ruri'.cd by the Opposition, 21 
against ho, leaving the ministry jp a mipo-' 
Lty of one; second, the Home divided upon 
a motion for the second reading of tho Irish 
Mil’lltS'Transfer Bill, which was opposed 
by the Oppositii 0 . and which was enr/ied 
jiy the ministry, 77 against dg,‘leaving the 
Opposition in a mn.ority of 2B. On the 
23d, jhe Home of Commons divided upon 
motion for a Conimitjee of the 
House to inquire into the state of 
fence of the country; for the ma¬ 
ud, against it 256; leaving the mi- 
a majority of 52. On the 24th, in 
' the House of Lords, two important divi 
sinus took place.’ the first, ou a motion of 
Loid Grenville for introducing into the 
Irish Militia Transfer Bill, an explanatory 
repeal-ug Leman Catholics, which 



the tninwm opposed, and ©f 
tion they cofried by dividing {n ngarastls, 
having a majority of 26 : the other diviaicif 
this day took place upon the question of 
passing,the bill, when there appeared fur 
the bill 94 , against it $ 1 , leaving the mi¬ 
nisters a majority of 32. On the same 
day, the House of Commons divided' 011 a. 
motion of Mr. Debt for referring the act 
relutive’to the loyalty .{ban to a Committed 
of the whole House : for t he ^no tion , 76 , 
against it 100 , leaving'the tnfTysuj a majo¬ 
rity of 24. On the 25tfi, the Hopse of Com¬ 
mons divided upon a motion tjtrMr. Pitt for 
opposing the Speaker’s leaving the chair in 
order for t he House to go into a Committee 
on the Army of Reserve Suspension Bill: 
for Mr. Pitt’s motion 203, against it 240, 
reducing the ministerial majoiity to 37, and 
inflicting swift and signal chastisement upon 
wlmt has very ju-tly betn called “the 
“ saury boastof the inutility of good 
opposition speeches, while opposed to 
“ good ministerial votes." When this boast 
was made, the boaster little imagined, that 
lie would soon be able to count his majority 
by twice going over his lingers and toes. 
Once will icon serve him; and, I should 
not be nr ail surprised, if, before this day 
[the 26 th) week, the lingers of one hand 
were amply sufficient for the purpose. In 
another place, we are told of a boast, in 
which the ministers wire compared to 
“ giants refreshed! ’ lle.illy, it were hard 
to find wards wherein to express one's self 
here, Jid not every other feeling give way 
to that of compassion.—It is n.it long since, 
if we arc to believe the parliamentary re¬ 
ports, Mr. Yoikeexpressed his indiffereir-o 
a-- to whe'l.cr the opposition members chose 
to u nenue their lungs," or not. Mr. Yoi ke 
has found, by this time, that the 1 hoiee was 
net of a nrnu.e so very unimpoitant; he 
has found, that those lungs have not been 
exacted in vain; for, that, with all the 
prudence” of"the “ safe politicians," 


t! 


good ministerial - 

i b 


votes 


molting awfjy ibefoie the “ 


are fast 
opposition 


“ speeches.” 

( hiAr.TTi nroSti—This is the watch-word 
of the tmRlHfers: every thing they attempt 
to say, either by way of attack„or defence, 
begins and, ends with this word, Their 
clamour is so monotonous, so strongly de¬ 
scriptive of despair, and has so regularly 
increased, both in frequency and loudness, 
with the increase of their difficulties, that 
it always calls to my recollection* the cries 
of the American frogs, in that season when 
the sun is imbibing the wat$f fi mn 1 he pouds. 
At first you hear only now aud then a stt* 
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j§t$qr * tot, •« the di<ni* 

tii utioa etopent beppmCs mere 

end more vWIbl?, the cries increase in num¬ 
ber jpid. vehemence ; till, at last, when 
tb^#Ot|jt<pi spawn, these safe politicians of 
)th4,%^»to'*b clearly perceive their ap- I 

f iroaghtej? hite, their dissonance grows so 
oud and so dismal, that the* neighbouring 
’cottagers collect together, and, with one 
united effort, put «u end, at once, to their 

* telarnour and their lives.-Far be it from 

me, fojuSfify any act whatever by pleading 
the example of the present ministers; but, 
when those ministers are exclaiming against 
,a coalition, dr co operation, between per¬ 
sons who have heretofore ditfered widely 
in opinion, it is certainly allowable to in¬ 
quire how they themselves stand in that 
respect. On the ministerial bench siis the 
Dud or, with Mr Tierney on one side of 
him and Lord Castlereagh on the other, 
the former a constant opposer of the late 
war with France and the hitter a constant 
supporter of it ; the former a constant op- 
poser of the strong measures relative to 
Ireland and the latter the constant defen¬ 
der, it not tlie projector, of those measures. 
When he ims reconciled these conflicting 
eJcinnitB.»thrn the Doctor has to tell i s, 
how he himself can unite with Lord Caslh »- 
rso‘\h, u ho was the chief instrument in the 
affair of catholic emancipation, and who 
now is acting in the same ministry with 
him, the D-x'tor, who has declared, that he 
holds Ins house at the Treasury solely upon 
the condition ef inflexible resist?we to the 
claims of tit- catholics ! Apd, how do Mr. 
Yotke and Mr. Hobhouse come to go on so 
harmoniously together? And Colonel Mait¬ 
land ton, who steadJly opposed the war 
with Flame, until he deserted the ranks of 
Mr. Fox, it\ order to take-a share, in con- 
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place: and, I a.m disposed to believe, that 
t-heir co-operation has, at present, no other 
object in view, than that of convincing his 
Majesty, that Us servants do not possess 
the confidence of the Parliament and the 
country, and, thereby, to effect the re¬ 
moval of thbse servants, an object, at all 
times, stricly constitutional and, at this 
moment, peculiarly laudable. Therefore, 
w hatever may have been, or may yet he, 
the difference in their general pul.deal 
principles and views, or in their particular 
opinions as to the measures now pursued, 
or to be pursued, that difference, has no¬ 
thing to do with the immediate object now 
in pbrmit; for, though jheir joining to¬ 
gether in a cabinet might, be impossible* 
tjjaf docs not ptvvnt rhura from agieeing 
as to the utter inefficiency of the present 
cabinet. Though we were to grant it to 
be impossible fot Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox 
amicably to share tugcthei the powers of 
the state, does jt follow thence,' that each 
of them would not rathei see the other mi¬ 
nister than to see the place of mim-ter 
filled bj' the Doctor ? — —Coalition, unless 
inconsistency accompany it, can never be re¬ 
garded as a ground of complaint against 
any set of public men, be they who they 
iti.iv ; and, there can be no inconsistency 
in Mr Pitt and Mr. Fox now agreeing as 
to principles or measure*. »rt which they never 
disagreed in tin ir Hues They Rave disagreed 
for tW'Mitv years : granted, as to most pub¬ 
lic measures And, a! <s ! how nlien has 
thit' been, with all real losers of the coun¬ 
try, a subject of deep regret ! Great 
then, would he the inconsistency of Mien 
persons, wore they to join in the senseless 
and i eiiomous abu«*, now heaped upon 
these gentlemen merely because they are 
beginning to agree ! When, indeed, a 


ducting that war, with what advantage to 
the nation let the reader learn from the* 
history of the Saint Domingo campaigns.— 
And, lht.se are the men^wbohave the con¬ 
fidence to stigmatize as an unprincipled 
coalition, that co-operatft substring be¬ 
tween Mr. Pitt, Mr. FotS^Hord Grenville, 
and Mr. Windham, who' t\e now not to 
agree, because they once r} v sagr5e3"j who 
are not to coalesce for the pVipose of in¬ 
quiring into the state of thelnatiolMl de¬ 
fence, because they disngreiVl respecting 
the French t evolution! A coalition is neither 
more nor less than a joining together, and, 
in parties, it means a co-opeiabon, an act¬ 
ing together as one party, and, if you* w ill, 
.with a view of becoming a mini f y. Tln-re 
are no proofs, that, between tire gtfat men 
just mention^!, such a coalition has taken 


coalition of persons, or parties, involves an 
abandonment of principle, and when this 
ah: ndotimenl is apparent in some palpable 
instance of inconsistency, as in the case of 
l,crd Cistlereagh, and mote conspicuously 
in that of Mr. Tierney (who assists in hn- 
pfisiug an income tax, to the very piinciplc. 
of which he, during his opposition, applied 
every term descriptive of pul lit rul;hny'\; in 
such cases, indeed, it is allowable, it is 
just,,to ascribe the coalition to some im¬ 
proper motive. But, can any abandonment’ 
of principle, can any maik of inconsistency, 
be pointed out in the conduct, during tbo 
recent donates, of either Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, 
or any member of the Opposition ? Did any 
one of th:*::i eledend what lie bad ewr be¬ 
fore alt.i. ked ? Did any one of them at¬ 
tack what he had ever before defended i 
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In short, though the members of the Op¬ 
position have coalesced as well as the mi¬ 
nisters, the former have only agreed to 
endeavour to carry points as to which they 
never disagreed, while the latter are, in se¬ 
veral instances, supporting »one another 
through principles and measures as to which 

they nave disagreed. -There is, however, 

as was observed on a former occasion, one 
purpose for which the Doctor will allow 
•not only Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt but every 
other human being, to coalesce, and that 

is the. support of the Doctor ! Here all 

his code of political morality gives way. 
Neither time nor space nor numbers nor 
principles nor passions form any bar to a 
coalition for this end. # Coalition, when 
this is its object, is a most laudable thihg. 
' Come, ’ says the Doctor, * let us be 
unanimous.’ Well: there are Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Fox, who have ppposed each other for 
these twenty years past, have united. Is 
not that an important step towards unani¬ 
mity ? All the talents and public character 
in the country are uniting. ‘ Yes,' say the 
Doctor and his colleagues, ‘ but that is not 

* what we me mean: we mean unanimity in 
‘ support of us, hisRlajesty's confidential scr- 

* vauts,’ Such, disguise the sentiment 
how they will, such is the language of their 
hearts; such the modest pretension of the 
Tierneys, the Addingtons, the Jcnkinsons, 
and the Bragges! And, to the shame of the 
country be it acknowledged, that this pre¬ 
tension has been preferred, not only with 
impunity but with success. Yes, to our 
xleep and indelible disgrace be it acknow¬ 
ledged, that, for three loijg years, our coun¬ 
try has lain prostrate at the feet of this 
junto of upstarts.——" Divide and go¬ 
vern " was the maxim upon which the 
Devil acted, and, in this respect, at least, 
the Doctor has followed his example. A, 
developemcnt of all the arts lie lias made 
use ol for the purpose of preventing an 
union of the opposite parties, all his traits of 
low-cunning, all his wheedling and cant¬ 
ing .conversatiahs, messages, and epistles, 
would be curious in the extreme. He has, 
however, failed at last: the junction has 
taken place, and he must fall before it. It 
is a pear ago litis very day [26th of April], 
that 1 took theliberty strenuously to ur^ean 
union of the great men of all parties, for the 
purpose of removing the ministers ,• for de¬ 
livering us from the degrading curse of their 
power, 1 have once before quoted the words 

1 then made use of; but, as this is a time 
when the tongue of misrepresentation i s ex¬ 
tremely busy and obtrusive $ as every eftbit 
vs making By the Treasury slaves to inculcate 


the notion of incgmUtenaf m me* 

and t hereby to lessen even tl>$,little tnfiubnee 
which they stre good enough «:* alfow.$e 
possess, I must wain beg leave tny^gfnt the 
passage to which! allude —“ lVt^J 5 %the 
“ people from the deadly state of 
u ence, into which the disgracesof fhe last 
" eighteen mouths have plunged thtfrn, is 
“ or ought to be, now theobjeefof those who 
“ wish to save thecoutftry; and is tfiis ob- 
“ ject to be effected by a low selfish juggle, 
“ such as] have described ?" [The patching 
up of a ministry between Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Addington, which was then much talked ofvj 
“ No, never! And I further believe, that a 
*' return of the former ministry. to the exclu- 
" ston of all other persons, would have no 
“ very great good effect. It would, indeed, 
" put a stop to degrading concessions } it 
•“ would revive confidence in the cotumer- 
“ ciai and monied men 5 it would restore us 
** to some little degree ot consequence 
“ abroad ; but, in the hearts of the people, 
” ‘ there, where we must live, or have no 
“ ' life, the fountain from which our current 
“ ‘ runs, orelxe dries up :’ on that most pre- 
“ cious, that vital part of the empire, such a 
“ change would, 1 since rely believe, be very 
'* far from producing an effect commensu- 
tf rate with the perils of our situation. To re- 
“ store Ibis country to her former greatness, 
,f to save her from destruction (tor she must 
“ be great or she must be nothing), the peo- 
“ pic must be rouzed from their lethargy, 
“ they must be animated, theii minds must 
“ b tilled with high and honourable no- 
“ lions; their danger must be placed fairly 
“ before them, and they must be made to 
“ resolve, not only on a resistance of that 
" danger, but on a removal of the cause of 
” it. Unless tjiis can be accomplished, the 
“ countiy is doomed to sink, not into po- 
“ veity, insignificance, and contempt, but 
” into absolute slavery. An^lthis, I th.nk, 

” cannot be accomplished without an ad- 
ministration, tfhich, in presenting some- 
“ thing new as Well as great, shall eacite 
" new hopes ‘ The present ministers can 
“ be looked upon as nothing more than the 
" dwgs,of tlVf old fldmimstialiou j the mere 
,c return, therefore, of that old arlministra- 
“ tion, wmld only tend to revive party ani- 
“ mositiesi unaccompanied with any one 
“ sentiment favouiablc to the energy of the 
“ government or the salvation of the conn- 
“ ny. A ministry composed of men of ta~ 
Unis, and of great public influence tiollcct- 
" edlroni ALLTHL I'ARTIbS that have 
“ hitherto existed, taking, as the bondoftheir 
“ union, an inflexible determination to re- 
“ sist the aggnnJizciuent of France, and as 
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t* b proof i Hit they themselves are pledged allowed, is a subject of some anxiety, b?- 

** to a real respcwsMtty, biingiog tW pra- cause, at the present moment, we stand in 

*• aent ministers to a strict account for tlfoir need of a wise and vigorous administratiou, 

** otfo^acr j wiihan administration so form* epd one not very greatly shackled by oppo- 

*' efljhsocemented, and so acting, thepeo- sttion j but, as to the materials, the present 
** ttl^woold venture their last shilling and opposition could furnish i aunty ministries, 
j*#|§^ r last drop of blood} but, by any the most inefficient of them infinitely more 

cH^Sfe which shall bear the marks of jug- efficient than the Doctor aud his col- 

*< glejWsdfiahrress, of merelove of rule, of leagues. It is a maxim with some of their 

"' rank. or of money, they will remain to- partisans, that ten or a dozen shop-keepers,, 

^ tally unmoved, They will continue,ohe- collected promiscuously in the Strand, would 

<f dietit and silent; >ut it will be a cold make as good a ministry as any other : and 

'< grudging obedience, and a sullen silence, really, if the present ministers were suffered 

*f —Next to i ministry, -such as I wish to to remain in power to the end of their lives, 

« r see, mi OPPOSITION of the same stamp or till they chose to resign, it would bo hard 

« is desirable. The old'ground of warfare to say, why their suceessofs should not be 

■** between the great and leading men of the taken from off the shop-board or hom be- 

“ country NO LONGKR E&lbTS. Though bifid the counter * There is no reason to 

“ not in'place they are in parliament, aud suppose, that the present junction has at all 

“ there they ought toimte for the purpose in view the formation of a new ministry: 

" of preven^bg bur final destruction. And, there is no appearing of such an object; 

« w hy do thev not sounite ? Why are they and, if there were such an appearance, we 
“ all silent in their seats, though, out of oftght to regard it as deceitful, since the fact 
« those seats, every one of them declares, has been openly and explicitly denied. The 
** .that the present measures directly lead to object is to remove the present ministry, 

“ inevitable ruin ? Is it that they are all and to leave it to his Majesty to choose an- 
“ seeking to gratify their own ambition ; other, an object much more consonant to 
’and, noL being able to agree as to the divi- the spirit of the constitution than the doc- 
“ sion Of the power each' is afraid t» stir, trine now prated by the ministers, who ob- 
" lest his movements should favour the ject to being turned out. because, as they 
«' views of his rival ? >Are they actuated by choose to affect to apprehend, nobody will 
“ motives like this?,Is - this the tenure on be found to agree in replacing them. In 
“ which Mr. Addington holds his place ? Is the approaching change, Ins Majesty will be 
" it thus that they are held in silence and vmhuckled in Ins choice. He will not have 
“ subjection ? that they are become the a ministry thrusted upon him. The persons 
** mere automata, the sport, the mockery of wh >m he may be pleased to honour with 
“ a roan, bv whom, while they look on him royal favour will be truly his ministers, and 
« with ineffable contempt, they are twilled nd the tools, n<jt the “ sitting part” of 
*> about on the pivot of,their own interests ? others, left upon the Treasury Bench mere T 
«' This were, indeed, a shame, a disgrace, ly for the purpose of keeping it till their 
•< too great to be endured, anil tiust that master-chose to return Tins, if for no other 
* the result will contradict the supposition.” reason, would render a change desirable; 
——-Now, I trust, it will be remembered, , for, look at the present ministers in a party 
that this .passage was published long before View as long as you please, turn them as 
there had appeared the least disposition to- often as yon will, you still find them made 
wards an union between Mr. Fox and Mrt* up of the dregs of the old ministry, and of 
Witfdham ; and, even before the declaration deserters from the old Opposition } and yet, 
of war as to which they so*w«ideiy d : fibred these are the men whose partisans have the 
in opinion. But, indeed, as Galways ibought assurance to exclaim against coalitions ! 
that the country could not beVehcved •from “ Kino's Fiuends.”—T his appellation 
the disgrace of being ruled by the Tierneys came into use about five-and-tweuty or thtr- 
and Jeukinfuns without a juncti.'o of parties, ty years ago, and was then, as it is now, ex- 
as 1 was well aware of tlie miglgy force, as clustvely claimed bv a set of selfish syco- 
to numbers, which the Doctor possessed in pbants, friends to nobody but themselves, 
consequence of possessing the command of and, while adding to (heir own riches, 
the Treasury, I always was anxious for such caring nothing about the fate of either King 
a junction, forihe purpose of breakirfg up or Country. To this sort of ** friends his 
the piesent ministry, whether the conquerors Majesty then owed the loss of his Colonics, 
agreed or nor as to the formation of Mother, and to the same description of “friends 
seeing that it *ns utterly impossible that a he now owes the lews of his Klectoratc i the 
worse could be formed, This, it mutt be foimer drove him trim) the coiiummt 
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America, the latter have driven him from jestjr, who apply to fhemaeJvcs exclusively,-, 
the continent of Europe. Much, however, thpopithet “ confidential? " The two Ad¬ 
is done bv the nse of a name. The world, dingtons, the Jenkinaons,' the Edens, Mr. 

in general, are too indolent to inquire as to Hobhouse, Mr. Bragge, Mr.' Adams, Ctdonel 

whether names be justly applied. Jf .Des- Maitland, Mr. Bo«d, Mr. Golding,., Lord 

pard had constantly called himself a “ king’s Castlereagh, Mr. Yorke, Mr. Pefcevw, and 

friend,” he would have beeh regarded a» that famous king’s friend Mr. Tierney! And 

such, without any rumination whatever this, then, is the set whom We are to regard 

into the justice of his claim.——The appel- as the friends, the first, the leading, the 

lation of ‘‘king’s friends” is used out of greatest, the most sincere, the lo&tojriends 

doors: in the parliament, his majesty’s of our Sovereign ! Were not this insinuation 

conjidential servants ” is the phrase, a phrase most daringly slanderous, with respect tp his 

conveying notions utterly abhorrent to the Mijesty, we'should,. indeed.. be a people de- 
rnain principles of tb<’ monarchy, and di- graded beyond the power of description, 
rectly leading to consequences not less sub- But, daringly slanderous it k : his Majesty 
versiveof the .prerogative of the SoiAreign has no partiality for these men: the far 
. than of’ the liberties of his people. Having greater pan of them were thrusted upon him 
assumed the name of “.ling’s friends," % or, at a moment of great public anxiety and dab- 
“ confidential servant*,'' tiny leave it to be ger, and when tlrere was no time for delibe- 
concluded (notforgetiina, however, to lend \ ration or choice: the rest have crept into 
the aid of some very intelligible hints and * place singly and imperceptibly : nor has any 
insinuations), that ell their opponents are one of the ministers, or thewhfl© of them 
king’s enemies, and that the king lias, of together, ever received any special mark of 
course, no am fid, nee in them : whence it j the loyal confidence And as to his Ma- 
follows, in due course of reasoning, that the ■ jesty’s having, for so long a time, and in spite 
present object of the parliamentary opposi- of all the calamity and disgrace they have 
tion is to force a ministry into power , brought upon the country, retained these 
against the will of his Majesty, and therein, ' ministers, that can by no means be construed 
according to tbeir own expression, “to in- 1 into a mark of his confiding either in their 
Vade the undoubted prerogative of the j talents or integrity ; tor, till now, where did 
crown ! ” — When the republicans tell us, | he see a psm to tajive in their stead ? Out of 
that, notwithstanding the theoretical purlin- i the minis ry all was division. The men fit 
tnentary elfeck, our monarchy is as absolute to be ministers not only disagreed as to the 
as any upon earth, we deny the fact, and measures which ought to be pursued ; but, 
assert, that the monarchy is really limited 1 they could not agree i» openly censuring those 
by the power of the Parliament, which which were pursued, though they all dis- 
power is practically and efficiently cxercis- j approved of them. They all agreed as to 
ed, when necessary, in opposing the mi- the utter inrapacity of the present ministers ; 
nisters, and thereby producing a change of but, till now, a rivalship natural to great 
ministers and of measures. But, if we admit minds, a rivalship for power and for fame, 
the doctrine of the pretended “king’s would not suffer them to co-operate even so 
, friends.” our republican adversaries cer- j far as to give each oiher a chance of pre- 
tainly have reason and truth on their side; j fertnee. At last, however, every othercon- 
for, according to this doctrine, to make ■ siderntion has given way to that of the dan- 
a parliamentary opposition, for the pnr- j ger of the country : theyi have, at last, 
pose of effecting a change of minirir-fs J happily united, for the purpose of affording 
and of conduct in the executive branch ! theii Sovereign an opportunity of making 
of government, is to “ invade the undoubt- 1 choice of more able ministers; and, not- 
« ed prerogative of the crown; ” and, fhus, withstanding all the insinuations to the cott- 
we are reduced to the necessity, either of trary, notwithstanding the presumptuous 
allowing the monarchy to be’absolute, and language of,shose who now pretend to have 
the republican sarcasm to be just, or, of con- j the exclusive possession of his friendship and 
tending that the Parliament constantly pos- confidence! there is every reason to suppose, 

5 sep^i the power and lh?right of committing that, of lie millions who will rejoice at 
Jfoiilact very little short of iv ’h treason.!*—— their downfall, tlitre is not one to whom 
^TU»aving tills doctrine to its inevitable fate, that event will give greater pleasure than to 
let us iv-k a little : who and what are these his Majesty. 

**,$: kinp’s friends*; ” these servants of his Ma- * 
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IJEPLOKABJ.i: STATL OK THE CCHItiiNCY IN 
IliK I.ANO. 

Silt,-Having fob some time past been 

s» constant rentierofy our Weekly Register,! 
was plat! to find that the present situation ol 
Ireland had.among other serious events,en- 
gaged your attention. . I should presume, 
indeed, that dinning as it does no inconsi¬ 
derable partof the empire.lhe prosperity or 
depression produced bythomea^uitsol go¬ 
vernment in its various depart me ms, is u son 
jectof the deepest concern to every thinking 
ruan in the communily. - —It is fur from 
niy intention, in what 1 submit to \oit and 
to the public, to attribute every diliieulty 
and every misfortune, however unforeseen, 
to the neglect or misuuniigcinc ntot tho-cto 
whom the public allairs .ire confided ; but, 
in such iristltnccsw lie! e evils have been gin 
dually increasing to an alarniingcrisis.vviih- 
out a seeming consciousness on the part of 
ministers that such evils existed at all; or, if 
by chain e perceived, w illiout any attempt to 
cheek tliur progress, and without being in 
the smallest degire prepared toremedy their 
etiects, when the well,ire, if not (lie very 
existence of the slate is at stake ; in such in¬ 
stances it cannot be denned invidious or 
factious to exnose their conduct to general 

censure,-The state o',' the currency of this 

country is a thing nmv so well known, that 
1 should not have been tempted to add 
to wli.it has been already said in your lie- 
gister on the subject, had 1 not felt provoked 
by the assertions made by two ministers in 
the Pnu-'e of ('ominous, I,urd Castlereagh 
and ,Mr. t'oi rv, that were, I must say, not¬ 
withstanding rnv usual halnts yf dcfeiriii" 
to such great mm, utterly destitute of tr,.tii 
The former insisted that theivnk p.ipei ol' 
this cotuiti v "as not dept: tinted, and the lat¬ 
ter assured tjie House, that the I'nvy ('o’lii- 
cil here hadobviab d tlieddii, nil cs.ac.d ef¬ 
fectually remedied the mil ol the L.fti cm ula- 

tion.-Willi respect to a papei cnrreiicy. 

J believe the simplest position to stand thus: 
as long as thrpaper and specie in circulation 
bear a due proportion tm acli oilni,Mie con 
venienee of the paper will always maintain 
its value; but w [jemwei the quantity o)*pa- 
per so far exceeds the specie as to produce 
the least diliieulty in exchanging the one lot 
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the other, the merit of the convenience is 
done away, and the value is instantly depre¬ 
ciated more or less.-In tins country, it is 

certainly out of all proportion. The Jflirec* 
tot s of ijie Bank have most ingeniously con¬ 
trived, that in no payment, whatever be the 
sum, ever so great, or ever so small, shall 
be a necessity'lbr issuing a specie be¬ 
yond a few halfpence. A dexterity in 
lshifting between the guiuva-and-half note ; 
(.1 I. I I-. I Irish) tin; guin< a note (jft. 2. 9 
Iiisli) and the pound nifle (£\. O. 0 Irish) 
is all that <-i'f i|iii-itu,and will always reduce 

tiif fi action Molt• a r>htii.',nr. -Hence 1 

have a right to attribute thi total disappear¬ 
ance of sterling specie, the introduction of 
counterfeit,and Ineconsequent depreciation 

of Hank paper.-Hut if Lord (Jasllcrcagh 

is not satisfied with this position, oi disposed 
to admit the conclusion from it, 1 will state 
a tact, which no one. will contradict. Tile 
i whangebetween ihiacounti vandLngland, 
dining last week, was about In pir cent, so 
that, had I wanted £\ 00 payable, in London, 
of Uritisli currency, 1 must have carried to 
market £l l(i Irish, in the national Bank 
notes; but, 1 did carry £ 105 only, in specie, 

and 1 obtained £l00 British.-1 insist 

th-refore that, the depreciation of the Bank 

paper is neatly eleven per cent.-Lord 

< ’astlereagli, lmwcver may not call this a 
depreciation in the value of paper. By a 
little ing' iiious sophistry, lie may, perhaps, 
sIVw that it i-.only a preference whicli peo¬ 
ple of prejudiced minds and narrow undcr- 


,*t» iidiogs have for gold and silver. 


Leaving 


thi’, point to the ingenuity of his lordship,let 
me now ask, what could have induced the 
1 m • b C h ance 1 lorof: 1 ic Ex eheipie; lopretend 
that his dispatches brought him accou its, 
i ii.i‘, authorised l.is assurance to < hr House ? Is 
t because the whole trade of Dublin i*i at a 
stand ha'w.int of some ciicnlatmg medium? 
v >r 1 ■, < ause the businessol all the public o£» 
'‘•■.'■i uiohIyIh transacted by little scraps of 
paper, with i. (>. II. written on them, which 
arc handed about among the clerks? Or, 
are we to thank the Pi iv y L’oimcil for a par¬ 
cel of (fine and sixpenny rotes issued by* an 
alderman, er by a company at Malahide, a 
v Hinge about 7 Irish miles from Dublin, nei¬ 
ther of w liich would have passed while any 
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specie was to be liad ? Or, are we to oiler up 
to the paternal regjw4 of tl|e minister, the 
unfeigned applwwaof mty housekeeper, 
who goes with a guinea note to market, and, 
rather than return without something for 
d inner, must bring home his change in a load 
of bad halfpence ? If these were tne items of 
his long expected dispatches, I cannot exult 
with Mr. Corry at the remedies that have 
been .applied; but I can most solemnly 

vouch for the truth of them--In fact, Sir, 

the situation of this kingdom is deplorable 
for want of the common means of traffic; 
and, it is cruel that a people who are submit¬ 
ting to. the greatest hardships with patience, 
should be laughed at in their distress. But 
to considerations of this Sort Mr. Corry may 
boastanoble superiority, and, I suppose, like 
Brother Peter, he will tell the Irish, that 
thev may be damned to all eternity, if they 
do iiot believe that*they have every tiling 
provided lor them that can contribute tojtlio 

comfort and happinessof a nation.-Every 

retail shopkeeper in Dublin will tell you, 
notwithstanding, that he is on the brink of 
ruin, in conseiyn -nce of the stagnation in 
trade. 1 examined the day-hook of one 
very respectable man, and J /bond that 
prior to the 2,’>th of Marc h, his weekly le- 
ceipts were on an average £■>:), and that, 
since that tune, they have not exceeded 
three guineas. Customers have ottered 
themselves, but none with what lie could 
take for his goods—Such men ate likely to 
fast, but not very likely i think to pray for 
Mr. Corry or the Privy Council. The Bank 
have, since the Kith of this month, open* d 
an office for the purpntfc of buying the best 
of the late silver at 8 shillings in the pound, 
on an average, anil all who have it are 
obliged to sui mi it to that Ins; some indi¬ 
viduals having to the amount of several hun¬ 
dred pounds worth.-But even this mea» 

sure was delayed for three weeks alter the 


veys that value intrinsically in itself, nr it 
applies to some fund appointed to redeem 
it at the value for which it was issued, 
whenever its ourrency is obstructed. 1$ 
this the ease with the dollars that have been 
sent into circulation? No, Sir, by no means. 
I am sorry on this occasion to say, that 
much honour has not been reflected on any 
of the parties, concerned.-A dollar ac¬ 

cording to the present price of bullion, is 
instrinsieally worth four shillings and six¬ 
pence; and, when stamped by the Bank of 
England, they pass for five shillings of Bri¬ 
tish money. But here, as if *the people in 
trade had not already suffered enough by a 
base currency that had little value but in 
its name, and instead of relieving, taking 
an advantage of the difficulties under which 
j,the community laboured, the Treasury be¬ 
gan bv issuing dollars at six and sixpence, 
or six shillings English. This imposition was 
soon rejected; for, in a week’s time, they 
were, in all trade, reduced to five and eleven 
pence halfpenny, or five and sixpence English. 
The Directors of the Bank then took up the 
j trade, they immediately sent, to England 
I and bought up u ijuaritity of the dollars, and 
sold the in to the public for five mnd sixpence 
English. At the same time a paragraph 
appeared in every Dublin Paper, to the fol¬ 
lowing tiled: “ we are authorised to state 
“ to the public, that the Bank of Ireland 
“ will pay and receive dollars at five shil- 
“ lings and elevenpence halfpenny each.” 

-Until this paragraph appeared, it was 

matter of accidententircly what they would 
go for. No man that had a dollar in his 
pocket could positively say what he was 
worth, or what he •ould buy. But a v alue 
was now stamped, not by a legal and re¬ 
gular authoiiiy, it is true, but in such a 
manner, 1 hat nobody doubting that the edi- 
rors of these papers had been instructed 
formally to announce the intentions of the 


base currency stopped ; during which time, g,Batik Directors to tile public, they became 
the poor, who hud no alternative but to sell j current without difficult\*or dispute. Peo- 
w’hat shillings they had, or to starve, were | pie of all descriptions flocked to purchase 
left a prey to Jews and Extortioners* who i tin m ; and, this measure did actually carry 
would give them only lu.o-paice halfpenny 1 on the lace it an appearance of relief. 
for each shilling, or, t shillings and two- j But*, will you not. Sir, nay, will not all 


pence in the pound. So that, those who 

could least hear it Io.>t double.-J have 

no doubt that Mr. Corry will say, that dol¬ 
lars have been sent into circulation: so they 
have,.and 1 will tell him how,and what good 
tjbey have done. To define what is any 
pi«ce of coin that is is said to lie in circula¬ 
tion, I humbly conceive that it t , absolutely 
necessary to show that that piece of coin 
. has a specific value acknowledged by the 
whole.community; and that, either it con- 


England be astonished to hear‘that the 
Bank of ties country will not receive back 

these very*dollars in payment.-1 think, 

therefore, I have done Mr. Corry jus¬ 
tice when I omitted to state this as on# 
of the reliefs for which we were indebted 

to the anxiety of the privy council.—. 

Among many others, one grievance ha# 
arisesf conspicuously out of this proceeding. 
The people in the market’,' foreseeing that 
they must some day be losers, either by the 
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alderman's, or Malahide paper, and having 
no longer any confidence in the dollars he- 
yodd their value as bullion, have, to secure 
themselves against ruin, thought it prudent 
and expedient to raise the price of their com¬ 
modity in proportion to their estimation qf the 
risk; as a shopkeeper in Bond-street does in 
his dealing, between ready money and trust, 
or between a good pay and a baa one. So 
that, meat now is elevenpence per pound, 
which ten days ago, was only nine-pence; 
and all other things much in the same ratio. 
Mr. Corry may take advantage of the dis¬ 
tance which he is at from the actual suffer¬ 
ers, to impose on the House of Commons;; 
but, 1 can assure you, that the moment th« 
report of his communication to that asset, 
bly reached this country, an universal indig¬ 
nation was expressed ut it. 1 should not he 
surprised if that gentleman was grown care- 
* less of the opinion of the citizens of Dublin, 
since, the failure of his friend’s motion ibr a 
vote of thanks to him, in the Common Hall, 
" for his attention in ihe House of Commons 
“ to the interests of Ireland and I am rea¬ 
dy to allow, that the amendment, which 
was no less than to expunge his name and 
insert tliSt of Mr. Foster, and which was 
carried by a great majority, was enough to 
disgust any gentleman of his tender feelings. 
Ilia constituents, however, are fellow-suf¬ 
ferers, and will not be ready to give him 

much credit on a future occasion.-1 will 

now close this letter, with assuring you, 
though assurances are much depreciated, 
that, in conformity to your request only, 1 
send this anonymous; but, should it meet 
with any contradiction in point of facts, I 
will prove what I have said ; and if, in opi¬ 
nion, I will endeavour to controvert it.- 

a spectator.— DiiWm, I vth April, lb()4. 


THOUGHTS AND OBSERVATIONS 

CITlN THE 

REVENUE LAWS, 

AND , 

MORE PARTICULARLY Upl>N THE LAW 

\ 

IMPOSING • 

A TAX UPON PROPERTY- 


It has been a general compfeint in these 
kingdoms, that the manner and the lan¬ 
guage in which our British acts of Parlia¬ 
ment have of late years been composed, are 
so mysterious and unintelligible ; and one 
part of these written laws is frequently (in 
appearance at least) so opposite am?contra¬ 
dictory to another, that the real will of the 
legislature has been thereby rendered totally 
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incomprehensible to the common under¬ 
standings of mankind. ‘ 

This, it is generally believed, has been 
occasioned by the interference of certain 
learned gentlemen in our legislative assem¬ 
blies, who nave, it seems, found means to 
get themselves appointed as the delegates of 
Parliament, for the framing of those laws. 
This seems to be more particularly the case, 
with respect to the framing of all our reve¬ 
nue laws; and these revenue laws are, in 
< tnsequencc, generally more unintelligible 
ihun any other of the British acts of Pariia- 
raept. 

The learned gentlemen* who have been 
employed to compose several of the acti, 
that were passeff in the last session of Par¬ 
liament, seem to have discovered more in¬ 
genuity, and of course have been more suc¬ 
cessful in rendering the will of the legisla¬ 
ture unintelligible tfian any of their prede¬ 
cessors. • 

The law, imposing a tax upon property, 
is certainly a mn-pumt in this species of 
composition. These lc arned, ingenious men, 
have in this act found means to bury the 
real will of the legislature, under such an 
immense mountain of words, as to vender it 
absolutely impossible for any man of com¬ 
mon understanding to find it out. I have 
not, from the first passing of this act to the 
present day', met with a singfe individual, 
not even any of those honourable gentlemen 
who constitute our gre-atlcgislativc councils, 
who ever pretended to understand this law. 
If this be really the. case, with respect to all 
those individuals who compose our legisla¬ 
tive councils, eftn this law, which they 
themselves declare, they do not understand, 
be properly said to be the will of the legis¬ 
lature ? As all the different orders of men 
in these kingdoms universally concur it} 
opinion, that trie manner in which this law 
has been composed, lias rendered the real 
will of the legislature totally incomprehen¬ 
sible to them; can it be reasonably required 
from the subjects of these, or any other 
kingdoms, that they should regulate their 
conduct by a law, which they themselves 
do not understand ? The commissioners to 
whom the legislature has intrusted'the exe¬ 
cution of this law, universally declare, that 
they do not understand it; is it not then 
impossible for these gentlemen to execute 
the will of the legislature, if that will has 
not been made obvious to their minds ? 

It is universally admitted, th&t there is no 
other power in these kingdoms, competent 
to make laws for the government of the 
realm, but the King, Lords, and Commons, 
in Parliament assembled. This union of 
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the three orders of the state, into one go-- 
■venting body, is that which constitutes the 
great supreme governing principle in every 
free monarchical government: and as it is 
this supreme governing principle alone that 
is cenipeteut to enact laws, it is obvious, 
that none other but this great principle it¬ 
self can be competent to explain, alter, or 
repeal any law whit It it has enacted, for 
if any individual, or any order or society of 
men in the state shall arrogate tothemselves 
the power of explaining any law which the 
legislature has enacted, the power of this 
great principle must evidently be thereby 
destroyed, ami the law which it has enacted 
is no longer in force. And these persons, 
who arrogate to themselves this power e>f 
explaining the laws, which have been 
enacted by the legislature, thereby impose 
their own arbitrary opinion upon the whole 
nation as a law, under the pretence, that 
this explanation is the w ill of the British 
legislature. 

Th«se learned ingenious men having, 
upon the mere authority of custom, acquired 
what they deem a prescriptive right to in¬ 
terfere in, and direct the composition of all 
the revenue laws, that are enacted by the 
British legislature; they by rendering these 
laws dark and unintelligible to the common 
ttnderstandipgsof men,have, thereby acquir¬ 
ed a power over the legislature itself, and 
lmve been thereby enabled to impose their 
own arbitrary will upon the whole nation 
ais a law. A very few words will be suffi¬ 
cient to prove, that this is truly the present 
situation of these united kingdoms. 

That the law imposing it tax upon the 
property of all the inhabitants «.f these 
kingdoms, has been composed in such an 
extraordinary manner as to render it per¬ 
fectly unintelligible, is a truth, in which, l 
believe, every man, who has read the law, 
will rtSadily concur. The law having been 
thus rendered unintelligible to these gentle¬ 
men, who were appointed to be the execu¬ 
tors of iftthey could n»l, as I have already 
shown, possibly proceed to carr y it into ex¬ 
ecution ; and the. only thing they could ra¬ 
tionally propose, was, to return the act to 
Parliament, and to desire, that the will of 
the legislature might be expressed in »-uch 
plain, intelligible language,as would render 
it perfectly obvious to their minds. The 
insurmountable difficulties which occurred 
to the commissioners in their attempts to 
execute this law, have, I believe, been the 
cause why the execution of this act of Par¬ 
liament has been delayed for so many 
months beyond the period tilted by the law 
for the commencement of it. 


It has not, however, been deemed neces¬ 
sary to retprn this unintelligible law hack 
to the legislature, for the purpose of obtain¬ 
ing an explanation of it, in that kind of lan¬ 
guage which might render its will obvious 
to die common understandings of all men. 
Some persons (who they are I know not,) 
have, it seems, arrogated this legislative 
power to themselves, and have now given a 
kind of explanation of this unintelligible 
iaw, in the way of instructions to the com¬ 
missioners, who are appointed for the exe¬ 
cution of it. Through these commissioners 
all the rest of mankind are now instructed 
in what way they are bound to obey it; and 
t his explanation, which these men have now 
given to this law, they have the confidence 
to expect all the subjects of these kingdoms 
should admit to be the will and intentionof 
the legislature, and to yield obedience ac¬ 
cordingly. 

But. 1 shall, however, now venture to ap¬ 
peal to the common understandings of all 
men, if these gentlemen,.in thus presuming 
to give an explanation of a British act of 
Parliament.have not arrogated tothemselves 
that power, which, in the very constitution 
of our government, is vested in*the King, 
Lords, and Commons, in Parliament assem¬ 
bled alone ? And, if this explanation, whic h 
they have presumed to give of this act of 
Parliament, is any thing else but their own 
arbitrary will and pleasure, which they arc 
now attempting to impose upon the nation 
as a law ? 

As these explanations and instructions 
whii h those ambitious gentlemen have pre¬ 
sumed to give to the commissioners ap¬ 
pointed to execute tflis law, are so clearly 
an unlawful assumpt ion of a power, which 
they have no right to exercise ; I beg leave 
to submit it to the serious consideration of 
each of these commissioners ; if they can, 
with any degree of respect tor their own 
character', or with any regard to the real 
vvcffaie and interest of the'nation, proceed 
any farther in,the execution of these unlaw¬ 
ful instructions*; and, if it be not a duty, 
wli'clj they owe to themselves, to all their 
fellow subjects, and even to that supreme 
governingprinciplc itself, from which alone 
all the laws of this kingdom can lawfully 
proceed, to* return this unintelligible act 
back to the legislature itself, in order that 
it may have an opportunity of explaining 
its ovyn will and intention in that clear and 
intelligible manner, which may render it 
perfectly obvious to their minds. 

If a •committee of Parliamfnt, composed, 
ofpla.n country gentlemen, possessing good 
common sense only, and who have not made 
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the study of law their profession, were ap¬ 
pointed to compose ail the laws which the 
legislature may find it proper to enact, we 
might then reasonably expect to find the 
will of the legislature, expressed in a lan¬ 
guage thatwould render it perfectlyobvious 
to the minds of the subjects, who are to 
obey that law. Hut so long as these learned 
gentlemen, who have been bred to the pro¬ 
fession of the law, are permitted to inter¬ 
fere in the composition of our written laws, 
we may be well assured, that they will al¬ 
ways endeavour to render the will of the le¬ 
gislature doubtful, because, by these means, 
they are enabled, as IJiave already shown, 
to arrogate to themselves the power of le¬ 
gislation, and also to increase the trade of 
law. If our legislators would only copy 
that great examplewhich the Creator hun- 
* self has set before them in the composition 
of his own law, a British act of Parliament 
might in that case frequently be found to 
require, alterations and amendments, but it 
is impossible that it would ever require any 
explanation. Every man upon the lace of 
this earth fouhom toe will of(>od has been 
revealedfsvillfecl him«olfcompellcd to con¬ 
fess, that it is so clearly expressed in that 
universal law which he has enact d, that no 
man who has the. proper exercise of his ra¬ 
tional faculties can possibly pretend igno¬ 
rance as an apology for his sins. This 
clear and distinct knowledge of the will of 
(fod every man must admit was absolutely 
necessary to render mankind accountable to 
him for their disobedience of his righteous 
law. For the sake of argument, and with 
reverence we say, that n would evidently 
have been an act ot inpi tice ami cruelty, 
even in the Almighty himself, to punish 
men for the transgression of a law which 
they did not understand. Must not the 1 
supreme government of every nation upon 
earth be, there foie, guilty of cruelty ain] 
injustice in punishing its subjects fortians- 
gressine those laws which it has enacted, 
and in which its will is expressed in such 
an extraordinary manner as to render it 
perfectly incomprehen ible to their nfinds r 
There are, 1 trust, but few men in these 
kingdom* who will not readily agree with 
me in opinion, that whenever a*iy oft he acts 
of the British legislature are fomulto require 
alterations and amendments, that the old 
law should be at once repealed, and re-en¬ 
acted with these alterations and inqlVove- 
ments. By these means the subjects would 
be enabled to afcquire a knowledge of the 
will of the legislature, and consequently of 
the duty required from them by the perusal 
of one law only. But these learned gentle- 
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men who are at present permitted to inter¬ 
fere in the framing of our statute laws by 
multiplying explanation upon explanation, 
and amendment upon amendment, the old 
law still rcmaiiiiiiiugunrepealed, have.been 
thereby enabled so to daikeu and obscure 
the will of the legislature, which was, per¬ 
haps, clearly enough expressed in tluj ori¬ 
ginal law, aslo render it incomprehensible 
to the numts of turn. In this manner 
also, they have been enabled to arrogate 
to themselves the legislative power of ex¬ 
plaining the law, and likewise of greatly 
increasing the. trade of law.. Of this mul¬ 
tiplication of law upon law, we need go no 
fafthcr back l half the last session of Par¬ 
liament to find examples. 

That all mankind are bound bv the law 
• • . ** 
ot nature itself to contribute, in proportion 

to their respective abilities, towards the ex¬ 
pense necessary for the support of that go¬ 
vernment., under which they live, cannot he 
doubted; because it i-expressly required by 
the Creator himself, as a duty incumbent 
upon all mt-u. This being admitted as a 
truth, it naturally follows, that the only ra¬ 
tional and equal mode of obtaining tht.se 
necessari .supplies for the support of govern¬ 
ment is, by requiring from every individual 
member of the state a certain proportion of 
that annual revenue which the Creator has 
been pleased to bestow upon him. And, l 
believe, it will he admitted by every man 
who will give himself (he trouble to reflect, 
even but for a few minutes upon the sub¬ 
ject, that this simple tax upon income, or 
upon the annual rtA'cmie-ofcucii individual 
member of die state, is the only revenue 
law which ought to exi-t incsoy well re¬ 
gulated society, imay with confidence ap¬ 
peal to every man of common understand¬ 
ing, if it would not. be equally as beneficial to 
him (even supposing the present inode of 
obtainingthe supplies for the support ofgo- 
vernment, by imposing a tax upon the va¬ 
rious necessaries ami conveniences of life, 
weft* as equally proportioned to each indivi¬ 
dual's annual income as the other, whit, h it 
certainly is not) io pay the whole oflih pro¬ 
portion towards the -mpport of government, 
pci Imps halfyeuidy.or qu irterly, under the 
name of a tax upon his annual revenues, as 
to pay the same sum annually as an addi¬ 
tional price, imposed upon the various ne¬ 
cessaries and conveniences of life, which he 
finds to be necessary for the mkinicii.utce 
and convenience of himself and hislaii'idy^ 
under the various names of custom-house, 
excise, and stamp duties, of land tax, house 
tax, window tax, servant tax, horse tax, 
carriage tax, &c. &c. And it otusl*be per* 
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fectly obvious to every man of common un¬ 
derstanding, that by this simple method of 
raising the supplies that are necessary for the 
support of government, all the expense 
which seems to benecessary lor maintaining 
that inuneuse swarm of revenue officers, 
which arc at present (mployed for the pur¬ 
pose of watching the dilierent manufactures 
and traders in these dilierent articles upon 
which these duties are imposed, and for the 
management and collection of these reve¬ 
nues, vvouldbccome altogether unnecessary. 
The expenses of government in the collec¬ 
tion ol‘tIiere\ejiu-‘ being thus lessenetf, the 
• demands upon the subjects would,ofcour.se, 
be lessened in the samo proportion. • 

This simple mode of ra.-ung ihc whole 
of the supplies ilt.it may In necessary for 
the support of government, by laying an 
assessment upon every individual in pinpor- 
tion to Ins annual levcmu*. (evei y other re¬ 
venue law hi iug repeah d) would cerl.iinJy 
have the effect oi‘immediately reducing the 
price of ali the vatious m e. ssai its ol life, 
and consequently the wage.; of labour in 
such adeyiee as it is believed would amply 
indemnity the generality of mankind lor 
that iucrca.ed tax upon his annua! reve¬ 
nues, which would then be found necessa¬ 
ry for the support; of government. 

The present revenue laws do certainly 
impose a very unnatural and improper re¬ 
straint upon the liberty of man, which must 
of course be very vexatious to the subject. 
These laws a iso, directly oppose every Kind 
of national improvement, amt cons, quently 
prevent the natural increase of the w call h of 
the nation. These laws impose r.b», a very 
unnatural and improper restraint upon ‘lilt 
industry of man, and the manufacture of ail 
those nece.s-aries ol life upon which these 
excise dmies are levied, have thereby be¬ 
come a monopoly. Xo man, for example, 
is permitted to manufacture sonn pan or 
other, even of the produce of his own fields, 
into thaUpartieiilm .stale which is necessary 
for the use of his own family. This Van 
only be done by t.ho>c men who have ob¬ 
tained a license from government for that 
purpose, and it is w ell kuowr, that when¬ 
ever government lays a penny of additional 
tax upon any commodity, these monopo¬ 
lizers are ill the habit of laying another 
penny upon it as an additional profit to 
themselves. That immense fund of national 
wealth which might be obtained from the 
tea, round every part of these islands, is ren¬ 
dered of trifling value to the nation in 
comparison to what it would be if these 
unnatural laws were repealed, and the 


subjects thereby set at liberty to exercise 
their natural industry without restraint. 

But the most direful etlect which these 
unnatural revenue laws have produced in 
these'kingdoms is, the corruption of the mo¬ 
rals of the people. The great profits which 
may be made by those who engage in the 
manufacture of,,or who deal in those neces¬ 
saries of lile upon which these heavy duties 
of custom and excise are levied, if they can 
by any means evade the payment of them, 
stimulate their avarice, and lliey arc thus 
tempted by every mean in their pow'er to 
evade the payment of them. This art of 
concealment and evasion is taught to the 
young men who are bred to these trades as 
a necessary part of the craft. 

In order to secure the payment of these 
duties, oaths without number are continu¬ 
ally imposed upon those people who deal 
in those articles: but having been trained 
up in these schools of iniquity, the power of 
conscience becomes gradually weakened, 
until at last it is socompleatly overpowered 
by the spirit of avarice, that its voice is no 
mmc heard, and fahe oaths .ire in conse¬ 
quence emitted without, any hesitation. 
From the habitual repetition of these false 
oaths, the conscience, at Iasi, becomes so 
hardened that pcrjuiy, in these cases, is 
scarcely considered to be a crime. But 
w hat-may appearjto be still more extraor¬ 
dinary, the generality of the lest of man¬ 
kind, who can neither gain or lose by the 
success or detection of the frauds of these 
mi n, feel a natural inclination either to as- 
sbciiqor at least to comme at, the attempts 
that are made by tlwun to evade the pay¬ 
ment oft best-duties. But this will always he 
found to be the case with respect to the 
evasion of every law, which imposes an 
unnatural restraint upon the libotyo! man. 

It iii place of these unnatural revenue laws, 
the whole of the supplies, necessary for 
tliesupport of government,.were to be raised 
by a simple assessment, in proportion to the 
annual revenuo„of each individual, all these 
unnatural restraints, which are at 'present 
imposed upon the liberty of man, and all 
these strongtemptalions to commit iniquity, 
would thereby be immediately done away. 

But it is impossible to levy an assessment 
any way nearly proportioned to the annual 
revenues of each individual member of the 
state, or any way consi»lent with the natu¬ 
ral liberty of man, by any of the means that 
have hitherto been proposed. In these laws, 
that have been enacted for the purpose of ob¬ 
taining this desirable object,fuc means pro¬ 
posed for obtaining a knowledge of the 
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amount of each individual’s annual revenue, 
are far too complicated, and on that account, 
they have always failed in the accomplish¬ 
ment of the desired object. These Acts of 
Parliament arc also too strongly tinctured 
with that coercive, tyrannical spirit, which 
pervades the whole of the old revenue laws. 
The legislature ha ( s, in these acts,endeavour¬ 
ed to enforce a disclosure oft tie real income 
of each individual by compulsion, and by the 
imposition of oat hi, notwithstanding that the 
old revenue laws are daily allbrding tmques- 
tinnable proofs that it is impossible to obtain 
this object by such coercive means. But, in 
the last act, imposing a tax upon propeity, 
the rules that are there laid down for assess¬ 
ing a very numerous class of individuals in 
these kingdoms, is evidently unequitable, 
and in no ca*e proportionable to tneir re* 
spective annual revenues. That class of 
men, for example, who arc- engaged in the 
cultivation of the land, whose annual reve¬ 
nues are supposed to arise entirely from the 
profits which they make of their respective 
farms, after paying the rent to their land¬ 
lord, and every other expense for the proper 
cultivation of the soil, is, by this act, or¬ 
dained to be assessed in proportion to the 
lents which they pay for the farm, without 
any regard to the profits or annual revenue 
\v hich they derive from it, provided the farm 
has been iet to them within the last seven 
years. That this mode of laying on the tax 
upon this class of men is unequitable, and no 
way proportioned to their respective annual 
revenues, a very few words will shew. Jtis 
well known, that many farms have been 
taken, within these tvvp or three years past, 
when the prices of the produce were so ex¬ 
travagantly high; at twice, and some of them 
at more thanAbrec times the rent that other 
tenants are now paying for farms oftlie same 
extent, and i/i every respeciof equal value; 
that were, nevei theless. taken within tile last 
seven years, preceding the passing oflhi# act* 
Thfe man wIki is paying only one-half, or one 
third of the vent, which the other pays lor a 
farm of no more than equal valqe, must na¬ 
turally be supposed to make two or three 
times more profit 1 'upon his farm, than the 
other marwvbo pays the high rent; and yet, 
by this act, the man who is drawing a great 
annual revenuefroin his farm,is onlychurgcd 
with an assessment upon this great revenue, 
equal to one half of his low rent ; and the 
other, who derives but a small revenued’rom 
his farm, (and many it is to be feared, after 
paying their landlord’s demands,liave^i good 
deal less than*io revenue at all,) is never¬ 
theless obliged to pay perhaps three times' 
the amount of the tax which is imposed 
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upon the other. Is this equitable? And 
must it not become a grievous burthen 
upon many individuals ? 

Kvcry man feels, more or less, a natural 
disinclination to make a full disclosure of his 
situation to the world, however flourishing 
hi* circumstances mav he; and, I know of 
no power on earth which can compel him to 
do it. But. although all men feel this na¬ 
tural disinclination to make Midi adis t Insure 
to the world, there are, J believe, but i\ w 
men in these kingdoms who would feel 
much disinclination to have tic situation, in 
which he ought to be placed in the socie¬ 
ty, conformably to his supposed annual reve¬ 
nue, determined by a jury ol his neighbours. 

There are many men, who, from u princi¬ 
ple ol avai ice, would, if called upon to state 
to the commissioner* the full amount of his 
annual revenue, endeavour to conceal some 
part of it, in order to evade the payment, of 
the tax. But tbfre is also such a portion of 
vanity implanted in the heart of ew iy man, 
(and this same covetous man might perhaps, 
be found to possess such a portion ut it,) as 
would make him notatali displeased to find 
himself placed by this juryof his neighbours, 
some degrees higher in the, scale of society, 
than he would have been entitled to if the 
real amount of his annual income had bent 
exactly known. The only ratumal means 
that can he. employed for levying a tax upon 
every individual member ol the slate, any 
way nearly proportioned to the amount of 
his annual income, and any wav consistent 
with the natural freedom of man, seems to 
be, b v the appomljnentof a certain number 
of men, in every particular district of the 
country, who, from their known good sense 
and integrity, may ho deemed best qualified 
to discharge the duty imposed upon them, 
and whohau: been constantly residing in 
that district, to act ns a jury, for the purpose 
of arranging all the inhabitants of that dis- 
trici.and dividing litem into such a number 
of desses as they may deem to he most con¬ 
formable to their respective annual rete- 
mic.s. 

Supposing this general lax upon income 
to lie adopted, and all the old revenue laws 
to be repealed, the man who earns his bread 
by iRe labour of his hands, being thereby 
freed from every other'species of taxation, 
and the expense of the diflcrent necessaries 
of life, which lie has ocpwiuu to purchase, 
being thereby proportionablyreduced.might 
well alibi'd to pay some portion of the annual 
produce of his labour towards the support, of 
government: and it is the express duty of 
government to compel him to do it, in obe- 
(fjence to the command of God him^llj wfeo 
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has expressly required that every man shall 
pay this tribute of honour and reverence, to 
that government under which lie lives. 

It matters not what sum Parliament, in its 
wisdom, may deem to he theannu.il produce 
or income of the labouring man. This, what¬ 
ever it may be, would naturally bet ome the 
very lowest object of taxation: and it would 
be the duty of the jury to state the names 
and places of abode of ( very man, within 
their district, w'hom they may judge to 
come under this description; and state this 
as the first class of inhabitants in that dis¬ 
trict. Another description of the inhabi¬ 
tants, whom die jury may believe, is in the 
receipt of such anotherjaddilional sum ot' 
annual revenue, above the second class, as 
Parliament may have determined, should 
fall to be arranged by themselves, and 
termed the third cb^s. “ The jury ought to 
proceed in the same manner, always taking 
the. progressive scale of income, that 'lias 
been fixed by Parliament as their rule, un¬ 
til they have at ranged all the inhabitants of 
tite district, and placed thun all in one or 
other of the diliert nt classes, conformably 
to their supposi d annual revenue. The 
whole nation having been formed into dis¬ 
tricts, each of them of such an extent a.> 

. may be deemed most pn-ptr, and the jure 
that may have been appointed for arrang ng 
the inhabitants of alt these district., imo 
their proper classes, has mg discharged t lu ir 
duty, it will then only remain for the le¬ 
gislature to determine the amount of the 
supplies, which it may deem to be neces¬ 
sary for the support of government for that 
year; to fix the proportion of this sum 
which ought to be paid by each of the in¬ 
dividuals who compose these dillerent 
classes; and to state the deductions which 
it may deem to be reasonable and proper 
to allow to cu-lain individuals in* these dif¬ 
ferent classes, either from the amount of 
their supposed gross annual revenue or 
from*the amount of the tax, which would 
fall to be charged upon them, on account 
of the interest of money, or on account of 
children, &c. 

It must be perfectly obvious to the mind 
of every man, that so soon as an abstract of 
the report of the dillerent jurie.- is laid be¬ 
fore Parliament, it would then be enabled 
to determine, precisely, what sum could be 
actually raised ley any particular tux, which 
it might bud necessary to impose upon the 
different individuals in each of these difit- 
renfc classes. It wouId, how ever, be alwj\s 
necessary to impose a tax that should pro¬ 
duce such a sun* ab vc what was necessa¬ 
ry for jhc support of government, as might 
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be deemed sufficient to cover those deduc¬ 
tions, which certain individuals had a right 
to claim. 

The amount of the annual interest wliich 
any individual may be liable to pay, for 
any sums of money which he may have 
borrowed, is certainly a very reasonable de¬ 
duction from bis supposed gross income ; 
because, t he rffal annual income upon which 
he has to subsist, is only that which remains 
10 him after paying this interest. The 
amount of the deduction from this supposed 
gross inqpnie, which he may be inclined to 
claim on tins account, may, however, be 
very salily left to himself without any sort 
of lisk that the revenue would be thereby 
improperly diminished, luir, 1 believe, it 
| will be readd)’ admitted, that the generality 
f of mankind, who arc under any coiisidei- 
j able incumbrances of this kind, are more 
j anxious to conceal the full amount of their 
; debts than to expose it. to the world. 

I The allow mice w Inch any man may deem 
! it proper to make out of his gross animal 
J revenue, to any relation who has lailcn mto 
| distress, and who has been thereby rciuh-r- 
i ed unable to Mjppoit burnt If, pud perhaps 
| alarm: family, is certain!) a lea-ioiialdede- 
! duction from his cross annual revenues, and 
i ought to be allowed, because, if these dis¬ 
tressed people did not receive from the be¬ 
ne: olonce of lh< ir ii it ml», w hat l- necessary 
foi their support, they must unquestionably 
have beconu a buitlieu upon the nation in 
gene i a I ; and because this exercise of cha¬ 
lky is a duty, winch the precepts of the 
gospel impose upon eveiy Christian, upon 
whom Divine Providence may hate be- 
, stowed any portion of wealth; amt, hke- 
! wise, because ,’,l is the very liuprtwcmeul 
■ which the Saviour of Maitkiml requires 
j every one of his followers to make, ot that 
I talent which <fed has bestowed upon him. 

I To pretend to compel this benevolent man 
•to make a particular diselpuuie of the names 
and places of abode of every individual 
upon whoimhe has bestowed such charity, 
would he not only an act of absolute tyran¬ 
ny,. directly subversive of that liberty 
which God himself has St-stowed upon man; 
but, also, ubsolutelyconipeliingevery Chris* 
tinn to disobey the precept which his Di¬ 
vine Master has given him, for the regula¬ 
tion of his conduct, who says, •* take heed, 
“ that ye do not your alms before men, to 
“ be seen of them : oiheiwise ye have no 
“ reward from your Father who is in 
“ heaven. But when thou doest alms, let 
“ not even ihy left hand-&now what thy 
" right hand dueth.” 

That there are some wicked covetous 
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men, who, in order to diminish the tax im¬ 
posed upon them, may be induced to claim 
a deduction front their gross annual reve¬ 
nues, for acts of charity which they have 
never done; is, I admit, highly probable. 
But, 1 must beg leave to submit it to the 
wisdom of Parliament, and to the con¬ 
sciences and even^the common under¬ 
standings of all other incn,*if it would 
not be more proper to risk any trifling 
deduction from the revenue, which might 
occur from the wicked practices of such 
men, than to wound the natural feelings ol 
those who are the unfortunate objects of 
such charity, or. compel a righteous man to 
violate the dictates of his own conscience. 
To impose- a tax upon those who are sub¬ 
sisting wholly upon the bene volenoe of the c 
friends, would lie highly improper and un- 
teasonahlc. it would, in fact, be imposing a 
penalty upon the benevolent man as a pu- 
ni'hmcnt for his charity, or otherwise de¬ 
prive him oftlic vcryobjcct which he wished 
to gam by such charitable donations : and 
in all cases where this is known to the jury, 
they ought not to include these objects of 
charity in ai^ynfthe classes of inhabitants 
in their disirnt 

The amount of the expenses which pa¬ 
rents are unavoidably subjected to, when 
they are obliged to send their children out 
oi their own fainily.eithc! for the purpose of 
education in am siltoo! or college, or as an 
apprentn c\to acquire instruction to littliem 
lor any lawful trade or profession, is certain¬ 
ly a very rea-onalilelieduetii n, and which 
e very such parent should be permitted to 
lake from bis supposed^ross annual reve¬ 
nue; because there is no sort of expenditure 
whatever from winch the nat oii can derive 
such important advantages, as limn that 
which is be .towed upon the education of 
youth. It is, however, no way inconsistent 
with the natural liberty of man, to require 
every' parent to speedy the names ol such 
childVen.and to mention the particular pla¬ 
ces where they then reside. m * 

It is exceedingly proper that every pa¬ 
rent’s bouse have a reasonable deduction 
from the amount of {lie tax imposed upon 
him on amount of that annual revenue 
which remains to him for the support of 
his family, after all the deductions before 
stated have been made from his gross an¬ 
nual income, on account of the children 
which he has to maintain in his own ftt- 
mily ; and that all these deductions should 
be imposed upon those who have no ejiil- 
dren to tnainhiHi, because they can evi¬ 
dently better afford to pay it. 

These seem to me io be all ibe deductions 
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which any man can reasonably claim, if 
every other revenue law was repealed. 

Juries, composed of the most intelligent 
inhabitants of the different districts, have 
certainly both means of acquiring a know¬ 
ledge ot the particular situations of all the 
different individuals who teside in their own 
neighbourhood, than can possibly be obtain¬ 
ed by any other means, or by any other class 
of men. In these districts, for example, 
where the annual income of the inhabitants 
arises chiefly from the cultivation of land, a 
jury of laimers belonging to that district, 
upon knowing the rent paid by each 
tenant to bis landlord, a state ol" which 
shoul^l be put into their hands, would be 
able to determine pretty accurately the 
amount of the annual profits which each of 
these tenants should derive from hi4 farm. 
In niauiiliictu' ing and mercantile towns, ju¬ 
ries composed ot the most respectable mt-r- 
chains, traders, and manufacturers,would in 
general have an accurate know ledge of the 
particular situation of the diitercnt indivi¬ 
duals in that place belonging to their re¬ 
spective |)rofessimu,and be thereby enabled 
to class them with some considerable degree 
of accuracy 

It m gilt be proper in particular eases, 
w hero the real situation of any individual is 
not snftieiently weil Known to tin jury tliem- 
sclves, and where tlmy know of any person 
or persons,vvho they have reason to behove 
is possessed of that Knowledge, to authorise 
them to call that person or pu-ons before 
thorn, and quest ion them upon o it h, in w hat 
class they conceive this individual ought to 
be placed conformably to his gross annual 
income. 

If any individn ;1 shall conceive that the 
jury have placed liin^iu a higher class than 
tlvvt which i-. proportioned to his real in¬ 
come, and shall«, hoo ,e to appeal to the com¬ 
missioners for relief, ii will then fall upon 
•fiim.-eiflo show cause to the commissioners, 
why he ought not to remain in that class, 
and in'wluch of the other lower classes he 
ought to be placed. This disclosure of his 
real situation living a voluntary su tand deed 
oi his on n, lie can have no cause to complain. 

The minds of these jurymen ought not to 
he perplexed with long and unnecessary in- 
struciens. It would be perlectly sufficient 
to require them to make oat h, that they will 
to the best of their knowledge tfnd ability ar- 
lange the different niliabitants.iu their dis¬ 
trict, and place the.ni in those particular 
classes, which are most correspondent to 
their respective gross annual incomes, from 
wbateve. source that income may arise. 

Ibis not at aM necessary, neither would it 
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be proper, to repeal all the present revenue 
laws at the same time. The laws imposing 
a tax upon land, commonly called the land- 
tax, ought to be first repealed, and the gross 
amount of this tax, before-any part be sold 
to the proprietors, should be. laid upon all 
the proprietors of land in the three king¬ 
doms, in proportion to their annual revenues 
arising from land, as determined by the jury 
of their different districts. 1 am well aware 
that an objection will be started here; it 
will lie said, that it would be unjust to im- 
ose a tax upon these landed proprietors,who 
avc already purchased their land tax. But 
the objection may be. easily removed. Jt is 
only necesary for thin purpose,that govern¬ 
ment should reeonvey to each of these pro¬ 
prietors the same quantity of stock which 
they may have conveyed to government ioV 
the purchase of ttyis land tax. 

The next revenue laws which ought to be 
repealed, are those b v which a tax is nn'j >o« d 
upon houses, windows, &t. commonly called 
the assessed taxes, and all the stamp acts ; 
and the present gross amount of these taxes 
should belaid upon the. proprietors of land, 
in addition to the tux imposed upon them 
for their landed properties, and upon ail the 
other classes of inhabitants who are now lia¬ 
ble to the payment of assessed taxes, in pro¬ 
portion «to their respective annual revenue. 

The remaining revenue laws, iiamelv, 
those by which a tax is imposed upon the 
various nec< usuries of life, under the natm s 
of Custom-house and Excise, duties, should 
be then lepcahd; and, as these taxes arc at 
present supposed to r be paid, or at least 
ought to be paid by every tlass of inhabi¬ 
tants in the state, in proportion to their re¬ 
spective annual revenues: the gross amount 
of the present produce of these taxes should 
be laid upon the landed proprietors, apd 
upon those charged with the payment of as¬ 
sessed taxes, as an addition to the preceding 
taxes upon their income, and upon all the* 
other classes of inhabitants in these king¬ 
doms, yi proportion to tneir estimated an¬ 
nual revenues respectively.- a lover of 

TRUTH. ---- 

, DEFENCE Or LORD HEDKSDVLE. 

Sir, --Iexpected with some impatience 

to have seen in your Register a dcicuce of 
Lord Redesdale’s letters, or at least, a refuta¬ 
tion of C’rito and the British Observer. Iri 
the Anti-jacofctiifor the last month, there is 
a very shor t one on the subject. But since 
none has yet been addressed to you, 1 feel 
myself compelled to assume the task, al¬ 
though little skilled in theliistory of Popery. 
The pretensions to loyalty by the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland during the last war, are 
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not more’ contrary to fact, than the public 
professions of their bishops to the authorized 
doctrines of that Church, the acts of their 
popes, the explanations of their doctors, to 
the continued practice of people, priests, and 
princes. For the truth of all which I shall 
now refer to authentic and allowed in¬ 
struments. I would qefer in general to thfl 
Bullarium and Concilia Generalia, as con¬ 
taining many proofs of that intolerant spirit 
of popery which commands the extirpation 
of Heretics at any rate. The 3d chapter of 
the 4th Lateran Council, is alone conclusive 
on this subject, in which we. meet with the 
following order, “ if any temporal lord shall 
“ not obey within a year, (orders to cxlir- 
“ pate Heretics) it shall be signified to the 
“ pope, who shall from that time absolve his 
fi subjects from their fidelity, and give up 
“ his country to the possession of Catholics.” 
Such is the precept ; now for the. practice. 
In Queen Ivizibeth’s reign. I’m-. 6ih t-sued 
a hull, absolving her subjects from their al¬ 
legiance. and forbidding obedience to her 
mil 1c r pant of excommunication. Camden’s 
l.iiz., and Hume, &e. During the next 
reign orders were issu< d by tly Pope forbid¬ 
ding the Catholics taking tlivouihs ot alle¬ 
giance under pain of damn ilion. *\ timber- 
lev, v.ineis have defended this deposing 
dot ti me, as Bishop Jewel in hi-Apology has 
amply proved, and as his antagonist I bn ding 
did not deny, but justify. ISo Campion and 
Pat son,, pi icsts and others ot the laity, were 
employed bv the legates of those days to as- 
sas inate <-luecn Elizabeth. The (.uopovv- 
der-ploL was contrived by the same hands. 
iWanv priests werp found killed at Edge-lnll 
fighting ngamst'Cliaihs J. They were al¬ 
ways coiiMihing against William 111. and 
Geo. I. These., Sir, are notorious fads. 
r\ay, so hie as 17/>7» an act having passed 
the Irish Parliament to secujc the Protest ant 
succession, and containing an oath of alle¬ 
giance ; Burke, Popish Bishop of Ossory, 
made upon it the following observations : 

“ Would ilsnot. exceed the greatest.absurdity 
“ iningin iblc, that a Catholic priest who 
“instructs his Catholic people in the will of 
“ God, from scripture and tradition, by his 
“ discourse and actions, and nourished! 

" them vyith the sacrament of the Church, 

" should sw'ear fidelity to King George, as 
“ long as he professeth an heterodox reli- 
“ gion, or has a wife of that religion ? Since 
“•then, and in that case, the same Catholic 
“ priest ought instantly to abjure the very 
" K»tg> to whom he had before sworn al- 
“ legiance,&c." lIiberniaDomimcana,page 
723, Cologne edition. Turn to page 925, 
and you will find the Pope’s legate on a si- 
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miiar subject, in the year 1708, declaring 
that the doctrincsof no faith to he kept with 
Heretics, and that princes deprived by the 
pope, may he deposed and murdered by 
their subjects ; are doctrines defended and 
contended for, by most Catholic nations ; 
and the Holy See has frequently followed 
them in its practice. .Which isjvery true. 
For what Protestant does not recollect, or 
v hat Papist dares deny, that the then Pope 
commanded a triumphant jubilee, and so¬ 
lemn thanks to Almighty Cod for the 
bloody, treacherous, and accursed deeds of 
lit. Bartholomew's day ; w hen, in despite of 
the most solemn oaths, at Paris alone 10,000 
men were butchered in cold blood, because 
they'were Protestants. Neither hath this 
diabolical spirit yet evaporated, as the His¬ 
tory of Irish rebellions mo stronelv prove. 
It will lie suiiicieiit to detail a few laris in 
the last, taken trom the .‘id edition of Sir H. 
Musgrave’s History. The truth of whose 
account is now fully ascertained.uotonly by 
the brstrv idem e which such subjects at! nut, 
hut by his having voluntarily altered, in the 
li’st editions, whatever was shewn to h.ive 
been erroneous* The unbounded inllucnce 
ol the priests over their congregations, ap¬ 
pears from innumerable instances, hut from 
none more strongly, than that at iheir in¬ 
stance these semi-hi.rharians left oil the use 
oi whiskey,lcsi in a moment ofdrunkcnncss 
they'should betray their secrets. Neither do 
1 recollect an instance of any person being 
killed who could produce a written protec¬ 
tion from a priest. Fiscept the propensity of 
the. itish to treason and muuh r be stronger 
than that of thirst, surely the influence 
which allayed the one might buv e restrained 
the other. If we add to this, Plat the Irish 
were in the constant habits of confession, 
that in the South where the rebellion was 
most, successful,('-he priests were generally 
engaged in it ; that several condemned pa¬ 
pists declared they were persuaded to rebel 
by their priests, and therefore, refused their 
assistance when going to be cxec;uled ; the 
only conclusion which can be drawn is evi¬ 
dent. Of the superior clergy the conduct of 
some was actually treasonable, of others very 
dubious, of node actively loyal. What ec¬ 
clesiastical censures have been inflicted 6n 
any whom the lenity of government passed 
by ? I would particularly call yourattention 
to the, conduct of Caulfield, a popish prelate, 
during the massacres at Wexford. When* 
ever he appeared in the streets the multitude 
fell on their knees before him, vet diddle 
never attempt to stfm their mutderous fury, 
which a Christian in his situation ought to 
hare done at the hazard of hia life. Nay, 
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from page 402, Vol. I. and other passages, 
he appears to have aided in the conspiracy. 
Nor ought we to forget Dr. Hussey’s (ano¬ 
ther bishop too) threats of the vast rock just 
detached from the. mountain’s brow w hich 
should crush all the opposers of poperv. 
Pastoral Letter, l7y(j. In vol. ii. p. 45J. we 
have a letter from a loyal priest, complain¬ 
ing that because he would take no part in 
the rebellion of 1708, he was silenced l>y 
his bishop, whom he accuses of disti ibutiug, 
previous to the insurrection, ready made 
absolutions for murders to be committed. 
Neither were all the priests taken or killed 
in arms of the low'cst order, or worst educa¬ 
tion apjorig them, liowever loyal then. 
Lord Ftngall and other noblemen of that 
persuasion truly were, it is not the character 
of’Rontau Catholics in Ireland, neither is it 
the doctrine of their decrees, councils, and 
rules. 13ut as to the egregious charge of in¬ 
tolerance and bigotry* in the Irish govern¬ 
ment, made by the British Observer, 1 shall 
simply answer, thatdutingthu last 00 years, 
many laws have been enacted favourable, 
but not one injurious to the Roman Catho¬ 
lics. They are at present restrained from 
nothing hut power. Why that is sought re¬ 
quires notFaiipus to conjecture.--Yours, 

C. R- -April 22, 1801. 


TO I.ORD IlF.tM.sDALE. 

My Lotto,—The sentiments, which per¬ 
vade your letters to Lord Fingali, fill my 
mind w ith surprise ami astonishment, as of¬ 
ten as 1 turn to that singular corrc«pondence. 
Attached front motives*)!’ gratitude, to the 
party that promoted you to the high rank, 
which you now hold, you have entered into 
their views, with the distinguished ardour of 
a proselyte; you have tortu red your ingenu¬ 
ity, 4o render the catholics oflreland unpo¬ 
pular ; but, unfortunately for your purpose 
you have counteracted your own designs and 
tlTo.se of your friends. They appear to view 
your conduct with silent shame ; for when¬ 
ever it Ifts been incidentally the subject of 
discussion, not. a word has been ottered in 
extenuation of yourgnroceedtng. Jn fact, 
your statements have been proved to be er¬ 
roneous, your positions false or unmeaning, 
and your reasoning inconclusive. The only 
argument, if it can be so called, which you 
have produced, in order to ailix a charge of 
disloyalty on the catholics,TJTth-awn from 
your own incorrect and uucandi.d represen¬ 
tation of a doctrine which you have'your- 
self sworn to support. U is unnecessary to 
exhort your lordship, whenever you should 
be again disposed to turn divine, to i.equire 
a previous knowledge of the established- re- 
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ligion, of which you are an official protec¬ 
tor. Tile compassion, which the grossest 
ignorance of the 39 articles, and of the lio- 
inilies and canons of the church of England, 
has secured you.will scarcely encourage you 
in future attempts of this nature.—If 1 carry 
my observations still farther, on this unplea¬ 
sant subject, how will your lordship be sur¬ 
prised, when, aflcr shewing you that your* 
systematic charge against the catholics of 
Ireland, is destroyed not only by your own 
principles, as a member of the, established 
church, but by the avowed doctrine and 
ractice of catholics thronghout*the world, 
proceed to prove, that it stands refuted 
by hourly experiQiiee, ami the evidence of 
facts. You are pleased to assert, that the 
professions of loyalty,made by catholics,de¬ 
serve little regard, and are given to the 
winds, as long r*s the priests of the see of 
Romo, refuse to consider those who dissent 
from them, as members of the church of 
Christ, 'l'o judge, from your lordship’s re¬ 
presentation, of the practical effects of the 
exclusive doctrine on the conduct of catho¬ 
lics, without any other knowledge of the 
question, I should suppose, that his majes¬ 
ty’s subjects of this persuasion, amounting 
in the whole united kingdom,at least to four 
millions,aie rebels and traitors by principle, 
and incapable ofmaintuiniug those relations 
by which human society is supported ; and 
that they should be destroyed by file and 
faggot. Truly, my lord, this is the natural 
and direct tendency of your lordship’s state¬ 
ment; fir if catholics cannot be loyal to a 
protestant government., thev doses vc not an 
existence in a protestant country. Are you 
prepared to support the consequence, of your 
own statement ? Or do you, ior a moment, 
think your representation agreeable to truth ? 
Sutler me to say, without ceremony, .that 
the least reflection will convince you of the 
fallacy of your reasoning. Your own ob¬ 
servation, however inattentive, your knmV- 
ledce of history, however scanty, must sa¬ 
tisfy you,that your fine theory must yield to 
the weight of contrary experience. The ca¬ 
tholics have been, mydord, and are still loy¬ 
al j consequently the possibility of catholic 
loyalty is placed beyond a doubt. This 
mode of reasoning I should suppose to be 
conclusive, unless your lordship, after fram¬ 
ing a system contradicted by your own 
religious dS&ffiues, and the observations of 
mankind, should be disposed to question the 
old axiom of the schools, ah aclu ad poten- 
tiam valet consccutio, and dpny that the ac¬ 
tual existence of an object imports its possi¬ 
bility.—As to the proof of eatholic loyalty, 

I beg your lordship to take a view ef the 
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different states of Europe, in which the ca¬ 
tholic religion abounds with professors/with¬ 
out being the religion of the rulers. Look 
to Russia, to Sweden, to Denmark, to some 
stales of Germany, and to Holland. In 
those countries you will find catholics, and 
persons of other persuasions, living in the 
utmost harmony and,pcace,ami equally par¬ 
taking of the emoluments of the state. The 
ambassador of bis Danish majesty,at thisday 
at the uourl of Madrid, is a catholic, and he 
lias been t inploved by that sovereign, on 
different embassies, fora long period, with 
the greatest credit to bis character. Your 
lordship will find, on a cursory examination, 
that the catholics of those countries, though 1 
differing from their rulers in religious belief, 
are distinguished by a spirit of loyalty .which 
reflects the highest honour on the religion 
they profess. In all mv conummioMions 
with the continent of Europe, 1 have not 
yet heard, that any lord high chancellor has 
thought it necc>s.uy to read to them lectures 
on lovaliy, or io induce them to sacrifice any 
pait ol their religious i ode to the safety of 

the state.-It your lordships will direct 

your view to the tram, moons of our own 
country , you w ill find hh.Ii a di -play of ca¬ 
tholic loyalty, .is scarcely any age or nation 
can exlidht. Examine, my find, the con¬ 
duct of catholics under the nm-t trying cir¬ 
cumstances, and in the most cr.i teal periods 
of our hist ol y: sci uhnize tlioii behaviour in 
the days of Elizabeth, on the prospect of in¬ 
vasion by a cabinuc sovereign the most 
formidable at that time in Europe.— 
Even bigotry and incredulity have, done 
justice to the * , velb , iiee ol their conduct on 
that occasion' Review- tluir behaviour 
through ewiv on cessive pci toil to the 
present time ; see ilieir a; I;, not in the par¬ 
tial accounts of prejudiced enemies of that 
persuasion, but in the authentic documents 
of historical information; weigh the conduct 
of the whole body, and take an enlarged 
view of the subject, without being 'blinded 
by a nffst of piejmlice, with which the 
preachers of the 5ili of November, in their 
elegant rhapsodies, never foil to cover that 
much-injured race of men ; do this, my 
lord, and I affirm, without tne smallest, fear 
of Contradiction, that you will be filled with 
admiration, at an unexampled, and an un¬ 
broken display of loyalty. If your lordshsp 
will take the trouble to inspect tin* actions of 
the great body of the Irish catholics for a 
eentury past, from the treaty of Limerick, 
f«e instance, to the present time, you will 
find* that under a frightful series of pains, 
penalties and disabilities, under the severest 
burden of oppressive and persecuting taws* 
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they have displayed innumerable instances 
of the most distinguished kiyalty. Their 
conduct is a most satisfactory refutation of 
the sophistry, by which you have, in vain, 
attempted to prove, that catholics cannot be 
loyai to a profestant government—Sutler 
me here.tny lord, to repeat my astonishment 
at the extraordinary and unparalleled con¬ 
duct of your lordship.* That a linrd High 
Chancellor should seriously produce acharge 
ofdisloyalty against the catholics of Ireland, 
in a series ofleiters to a respectable noble¬ 
man of that persuasion, a charge which af¬ 
fects the catholics of the whole united king¬ 
dom, as well as every catholic in the uni¬ 
verse ; that he should ground this charge on 
a speculative article of doctrine, which he 
holds in common with the catholics; that 
hef hould obstinately persist in it in defiance 
of hourly experience, and the evidence of 
facts* is an event, which, replete as the 1 
present ago is with wonderful occurrences, 

1 did not expect to witness. The more. 1 
reflect on the subject, my astonishment is 

increased 1 am well assured, my lord, from 

unequivocal appearances, that your conduct 
is repugnant to the feelings of the British 
nation, and to tlftit noble and generous spirit, 
by which ibis country has been long dis- 
lineuished. To revive religious animosities 
is deemed ungenerous, and, under the pre¬ 
sent circumstances, is attended with peculiar 
danger. It is now a favourite and prevailing 
maxim, that all animosities arising from a 
difference of religious belief, should he 
buried in oblivion; that universal forbear¬ 
ance and ihaiity should prevail, and that 
fresh zeal and vigour in maintaining our 
dearest rights should he infused into every 
breast. Who, ver adopts a contrary conduct, 
whoever renews the exploded outcry against 
popery, and thus rousts the resentment of 
four millions of his Majesty's subjects, who- 
evei wantonly questions the loyalty of onc- 
fbui'th of the population of the United King¬ 
dom, that nnn, whatever be his rank, must 
expect to meet with the censure of Jiis fellow 
subjects. I Tic niger rst, heir Ku Romanic 
caveto .—I cannot refrain from noticing an 
insinuation against tin* loyalty of the. catho¬ 
lics contained in your last le'tcr to Lord 
Fingall. You represent the pope, at least 
as a temporal prin#, as a vassal of France, 
the avowed enemy of this country ; and 
under such a circumstance, you cannot be¬ 
lieve, that any honest and conscientious eiv 
deavours will be used by the catholic clergy, 
to diffuse among the people sentiments of 
loyalty to a protectant government. Sufih 
an insulting declaration I should never have, 
believed that one nobleman could transmit 
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to another. Have you yet to learn, my 
lord, that the obedience, which catholics 
show to the head of their church, relates to 
spiritual concerns only ? and that their loy- ’ 
alty. to their sovereign is wholly unconnect¬ 
ed with the temporal power of the pope? 
Under every vicissitude of this power, they 
have maintained firm and unshaken their 
fidelity to their sovereign: and what possi¬ 
ble ground can you allege for such a charge? 
Is not the known conduct of Dr. Troy, l)r. 
Moylcn, Dr. Uoppinger, Dr. Dillon, and the 
rest of that respectable clas9 of catholics, an 
explicit and actual disavowal of such an ac¬ 
cusation ? Had 1 been the author of this 
unjust insinuation, 1 must confess, I never 
should, after such an occurrence, have lifted 
up my head in the presence of a catholic 
clprgyman.—Permit me now, my lord, to 
take iny final leave of your lordship forever. 
I have examined your letters, with at Least 
as mooli attention as they deserve; 1 hare 
corrected your mis-statements, I have refuted 
your reasonings. 1 hope I have afforded 
you such a lesson for your future conduct, 
as will prevent you from recurring to a si¬ 
milar proceeding; and I trust shall never 
have again to perform so unpleasant a task. 

-The British Observer, dated 20/A 

A [nil, liSO-t. 

extract from the minutes of the rno- 

crEMNGS AT A GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE SOCIETY OF SHIP OWNERS OF GREAT 

BRITAIN, HELD AT THE LONDON TAVERN, 

ON THURSDAY THE 22o DAV OF MARCH, 

ISO*. 

Robert Curling, Esq. in the Chair— 
The Secretary read the report of the Com¬ 
mit ter, stating, "That t he Committee deem¬ 
ed it necessary to request the attention of 
the meeting to the several objects which had 
bee ft noticed by them since their appoint¬ 
ment.-’1 he Society, it was to be observ¬ 

ed was instituted in 1802, in consequence 
of the depreciated state of the shipping in¬ 
terest, and the various inconveniences to 
which Ship Owners were then liable. Their 
first and most important object had been to 
endeavour to convince the King’s ministers 
of the impolicy of imposing any direct tax 
on shipping: and they arc satisfied, that in 
case an investigation into the actual state 
of the navigation of the country had taken 
place, and which was so eamuBtljgdesired by 
them, much of the distress which is conti¬ 
nued to be feit by the shipping interest 
would have been avoided; their statements 
would have been found correct, and not fal¬ 
lacious or exaggerated, as they were so in¬ 
dustriously represented to he; and the coun- 
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try would not at the present time have had the Ship Owners at Sunderland and Scar- 
to regret the injurious operation of the ap- borough, taken the opinion of a very emi- . 
plication of so new a principle of taxation in nent lawyer on the subject; and it appeared 
'a maritime country, the continued suspcn- by that opinion, that the. Trustees were not 
sion of the Navigation Act, and the emigra- warranted by the act in demanding the har- 
tion of many brave native seamen, who are hour dues on colliers returning in ballast 
either now in the employment of America, coastwise, or from Guernsey or Jersey, as 
or in thp service of the enemy. This ob- before stated. In consequence of that opi- 
ject the Committee had not been able com- tiion, a case had bean by consent submitted 
pletely to attain: they, however, hope,that to the consideration of two of the Judges, 
the frequent recurrence to these points, and and now remained for a second argument. 

the repeated intimations which have been -3dly. Another important subject which 

given to many of the members of the legis- had been submitted to the Committee, was 
Jaturc on the subject, will occasion, at no the rates of pilotage from the Downs to 
distantda.y,aparliamentary inquiry into the Gravesend, and from thence to London: 
actual state of the navigation of Great-Dri - and as the several acts respecting the pilot- 


tain. The Committee forbear at*present 
commenting further on these most impor¬ 
tant objects to the country, or to expatiate 
more fully on the present depressed state of 
the shipping interest and the causes which 
have occasioned it; [hey are too obvious to 
need enumeration, and the ultimate ruinous 
consequences to be expected from them can 
only be averted by a strict adherence to the 
provisions of the Navigation Act, which our 
ancestors considered so essentially requisite 
to the glory and welfare of the empire, and 
by affording to British Ship Owners such 
facilities as will at least enable them to na¬ 
vigate their ships upon an equal footing 

with "foreigners.-The other subjects 

which had come before the Committee were 
the following, viz.— 1st. The serious incon¬ 
venience many Ship Owners have felt, ami 
still continue to fee), from being obliged to 
take out licenses and give bonds to the 
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Customs, 
from the particular construction and build 
of their ships. The subject was considered 
of so much consequence, that it had been 
referred to a sub-con? m i tlee to take the same 
into their consideration, and point outvnot 
only the several inconveniences resulting 
from the regulation, but the means by whwjh 
they might be remedied, without any injury 
whatever to the revenue ; and to report the 
same to the Committee : accordingly a me- 
moriah had been presented to the Lords 
Committee of Trade on the subject; but 
thi Committee are sorry to observe, that 
their lordships have refused to make any 
alteration in the regulations of the Commis¬ 
sioners of the Customs.-2dly. The next 

subject whiffe, had been submitted to the 
consideration of the Committee, was the 
claim recently set up by the Trustees of 
Ramsgate Harbour for payment of the har¬ 
bour dues on colliers returning in ballast 
coastwise, and from Guernsey or Jersey: 
and the Committee had, at the request of 


age from the Downs and Orfordness to Lon¬ 
don will shortly expire, a Sub-committee 
had appointed to take the same into cyisi- 
deratiun, and to report to the Committee 
what, iu conjunction with the Lord Warden 
of the Cinque Ports and the Elder'Brethren 
of the Trinity-house, they may think will be 

most proper to bedoneinthdt respect.- 

•Mi. Another subject of the greatest mag¬ 
nitude to the Ship Owners in the Port of 
London, which had egaged the most seri¬ 
ous and anxious attention ofothe Committee, 
was the disputes in the autumn of 1802, be¬ 
tween the Ship Builders and their workmen; 
and in consequence, of the manner in which 
those differences had been adjusted by the 
buildeis who had applied to the Committee 
on the subject, the Society had at a general 
meeting entered into some resolutions ex¬ 
pressive of their disapprobation of the mo¬ 
tives of the Ship Builders which appeared to 
them to have led to the. conclusion of those 
disputes.-5th. The Committee had, du¬ 

ring the last session of Parliament, deemed 
it expedient, from motives of public duty, 
to oppose the duties which were attempted 
by the Bell Rock Light house. Bill lobe im¬ 
posed on ail ships passing the line of the 
latitude of Bell Rock, on which a light¬ 
house was proposed tt* be erected, so far as 
such duties would have allecled the Baltic 
trade ; and it appears that the duties which 
were to have been charged, would have 
produced upwards of X 10,000 per annum 
to that light-house, but for the timely in¬ 
terference of this Committee.-6th. The 

Committee had likewisfolitained, in the last 
session of Parliament, an exemption from the 
payment of the duties (usually called dock 
dues), imposed on all ships entering inwards 
br clearing outwards from the port of Lon¬ 
don in ballast, by the Act for the Improve¬ 
ment of the Port of London, which, with 
the fecs,&c. amounted to upwards of 000 
per annum,——In addition to the objects 
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before stated, many other maltcrs had been 
incidentally submitted to the consideration 
of the Committee,, who had not been un¬ 
mindful either of the peculiar situation of 
many Ship Owners, whose masters had in¬ 
advertently lost or mislaid their Mediterra¬ 
nean passes; or the many inconveniences 
which had arisen from several of the regu¬ 
lations adopted at the West-iydia Docks, 
but which, from the explanations recently 
given by the dilectors, they were led to be¬ 
lieve will be in hiture avoided.-The 

Committee flattered themselves, that the 
shipping interest of the country will bo most 
materially benefited by the permanent esta¬ 
blishment of the Society ; its principal ob¬ 
ject being lo give effect to the old maritime 
principles of tlie country, and the establish¬ 
ments which have arisen out of them. The 
Commit tec have not thought it necessary to 
notice particularly the various papers and 
documents which they had printed relative 
to the Tonnage Duty; but beg lea\e to i tfor 
to them, and again to dee late, “that their 
“ investigation of several subjects which 
“ had been submitted to their consideration 
“ since the establishment of the Society, 
“ had been nunducted with the. greatest 
" impartiality, and that they had not been 
“ on any occasion influenced by private 
“ views or party feeling; and, lh.it their 
“ anxiety to give permanency to the esta- 
“ blishment of the Society, arises from no 
“ other motive than a due sense of justice 
“ to their country and to themselves—a 
“ high sentiment of the national import- 
“ ante of the shipping interest, and the re- 
“ mcmhrance that to it is to be attributed 
“ the gloiy end imatness.of the Krili.-di l'.tn- 

“ pire.”-Resolved unanimously. That 

the Report of the Committee !>c confirmed. 


Ai.TI LLEKV IlFHcT.RS. 

Sir,— In the numberless letters inserted 
in your Register, there has not been the 
•lightest notice taken of the Ordnance. The. 
audit ry, which forms so important a part of 
the interior strength of the empire, lies, 1 
know not whv, completely in the back 
ground, eouipa'ed lo the high estimation 
other countri*‘S hold tliciis in. It surely 
ought to be sf mutlcj of iegret, that an ar¬ 
tillery olKeer in our service, after^levotiug 
the early part of his life to the study of his 
profession, should, when he attains a perfect, 
knowledge of it, be thrown aside. Yet, ex¬ 
cept in some very rare instances, the facias 
strictly true. A young gttitlcmnn afte r re- 
N ceiving a classical education, is entered a 
Cadet at Woolw ich Academy, about the age 
of fourteen $ before be receives his comrnis- 
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sion, he must go through a tedious and la¬ 
borious course of mathematics and fortifica¬ 
tion, he must be thoroughly acquainted 
with the French language, with drawing, - 
fencing, and every liberal art that adorns 
the gentleman, and forms the true military 
character. With all these qualifications, 
mid uniting a perfect knowledge of infantry 
movements with his own professional ■skill, 
rhe artillery ofticer, when he arrives to the 
rank of second colonel, about thirty years 
experience and service, in nearly the prime 
of his age, and with all his faculties in full 
vigour, is thrown aside as useless, and inca¬ 
pable offurther doty. The rank of colonel 
of a battalion is a decided death-blow to his 
military hopes ; and, jvhen in other coun¬ 
tries, generals who have been brought up to 
the study of artillery and engineering, are 
preferred in consequence of their scientific 
skill; here, when that annk is obtained, it 
obliges the possessor to put on a brown coat, 
a round hat, and to sit down the remainder 
of his days as well as the disappointment of 
his dearest hopes will allow him - - I am. 
Sir, yours, &c.— miles. 


SIC 1TUK AD ASIRA. 

Mr. Cobbett, —I, who mnvaddress you 
from the Oxford Coffee-house, Stiand, have 
been settled for some years on a college 
living, about ninety miles west of the me¬ 
tropolis, where I keep constant and canoni¬ 
cal residence, except that 1 generally con¬ 
trive an elopement to town for a week or 
two in the spring, to take my seat very so¬ 
berly at a concei t or an oratorio. I can do 
thiswilhoutmuch difficulty, as being, to my 
misfortune, an old bachelor ; but, I have a 
friend, the incumbent of a parish adjacent 
to mine, who, amidst the cares and pleasures 
of domestic life, has been for these fifteen or 
twenty years, rivetted to this little abode in 
the country ; which he would not have 
quitted now’, hut that he found it impossi¬ 
ble lo obtain, otherwise than at the foun¬ 
tain head, a satisfactory answer to some 
queries he had to submit to the Commis- 
hioners under the Property Act, respecting a 
sum of money which be holds in the funds, 
partly for himself, and partly in trust for 
oihers. # The case, which is by no means in¬ 
tricate or complicated, might possibly in¬ 
terest your readers, were I to give them an 
abridgment of it. I think l might com¬ 
press the question into six or eight columns 
of jour next Rcgistcr-lixtraordinary; if you 
v\ ould grant nie’the privilege of your small¬ 
est, type.—Weil. Sir, nt my worthy friend’* 
request, I agreed that we should come to 
London as fellow travellers. I anticipated 
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with pleasure his amazement at the revolu¬ 
tions which time, trade, ami taste, had ef¬ 
fected in the metropolis ; ami having lived 
to be astonished at nothing myself, I was 
perfectly contented on the present occasion 

to wonder at second hand.-His curiosity 

gratified, he began to think, a little reluc¬ 
tantly,'on the business which had brought 
him to London, and in return for all the 
rarce-shews to which 1 had introduced him, 
he begged me to accompany him to the 
office newly established in Threadncedle 
Street, where cases such as his are adjusted. 
Indeed, Mr. Cohbett, I was very amply re¬ 
paid formy.trouble ; and he mustKavc been 
singularly entertained by West-India Docks, 
Shakespeare Galleries; Invisible Girl*, Irish 
Giants, and Panoramas, if his amusement 

counterbalanced mine.-1 fear, Sir, you 

are yourself a very obdurate offender. I 
fear that you very- seldom are led to inspect 
the edifices in the neighbourhood of the 
Royal Exchange. Rut were you at all open 
to conviction, 1 dm sure you would admire 
the mechanical wonders of the place in 
question, as mut h as the Trojan hero, when 
cast on the shore of the rising Carthage, 
was struck with the wonders of their byusa, 
the prototype of ours. 

Miratur mole in Eneas, magalia quondam ; 

Miratig portas, trepUumqne, et strata viarura. 

——When my friend first entered this ma¬ 
gic saloon, as his mind was more fully oc¬ 
cupied than mine, he paid very little atten¬ 
tion to the scene around him, and abruptly 
inquired of one of the clerks, if he might 
speak to his principal. “ Certainly, Sir,” 
was the reply. “ Go to the gentleman in 

the wig.” To the gentleman in the wig 
he went, and had no reason to complain of 
an uncourteous reception. It would be easy 
to name this good man, but, perhaps, Hot 
delicate—shall we say, a breach, of good na¬ 
ture, and a breach of good maimers ?- B 

The question which my companion had to 
submit to the decision of official sagacity 
being, as I said, perfectly simple, the worthy 
commissioner, with the assistance^’two sub¬ 
altern clerks, was able to give himasatisfne- 
tory*answer in a trice. I scarcely think that 
hn hour and fifty minutes elapsed, while re- 
ferenc^was made to the act, and to its sa¬ 
pient explanation, before he obtained com¬ 
plex inforaiatir? as to the object of his in¬ 
quiry--I, meanwhile, was a very " near 

observer” of the curiosities around me; and, 
at first, having in my early days been more 
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than asmattererin mathematical researches, 

I began to calculate into how many thou¬ 
sand recesses, cells, divisions, and subdivi¬ 
sions the interior of the edifice was par¬ 
celled ; but its extreme height, its compli¬ 
cated mechanism, the small size of the let¬ 
ters of reference, and the constant interrup¬ 
tion of anxious querists, confused mv at¬ 
tempt at investigating* in detail what f still 
was able to admire in a general survey.— 
Imagine, Sir, a rectangular room, somewhat 
less than twenty feet in height, completely 
fitted up with pigeon-holes, on the plan of 
Parkinson’s Museum, (or such as were hu¬ 
mourously assigned to the Abbe Sieyes for 
nests of revolutions), adapted to receive re¬ 
turns, appeals, certificates, and questions, 
from, as 1 believe, every parish or district 
in the kingdom. In order to facilitate ac- 
cess to the upper regions, live or six step 
ladders, enormously high, are arranged in 
one corner of the office, by means of which 
the “gentleman in the wig" and hisfcllow- 
lahouie's mav be enabled, in a moment, to 
! ascend to th-i must aerial place of reference. 

-1 am sure. Sir, had you witnessed the 

scene as 1 did, you must, at least, have been 
struck with the sublimity of‘‘the place—at 
the same time it must be confessed, that it 
a little smells of the lamp—the original idea 
having probably arisen from the feats of the 
gentry, who towards the close of day so 
nimbly preambulate the metropolis with 
their portable ladders,which they charitably 
mount and descend, to bestow illuminations 

on their fellow-citizens.-Be this as it 

may, and let the public opinion be divided 
as it will with respect to the qualifications 
necessary to form a prime minister, it can 
no longer be a questionable point, that a 
very considerable degree of agility, an nil- 
vertiginous head, and a light pair of heels 
are absolutely requisite to qualify his minor 
satellites in the fiscal department for a pro¬ 
per discharge of the duties of their elevated 
station. Allowing thefn to be possessed of 
these necessary qualifications, I conceive 
the office tc be not without its agremens. 
The state figure-dancers cannot but be 
amused by the transitions from cool calcula¬ 
tion to warm circulation—from sedentary to 
salutary employment—from rumrng up a 
sum to running up a flight of steps. It is 
trne, that their delicacy may be hurt, and 
their esprit du corps a little shocked at being 
so often put over one another's heads; but to 
excel in these ingenious and skilful per¬ 
formances may iti time become an object 
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of laudable ambition, and from “ the gen¬ 
tleman in the wig” -to the lowest, (perhaps, 

I should say the highest) clerk in his depart¬ 
ment, every one will be tempted to exclaim, 
“ If I become not a ladder as well as ano- 
“ thcr man, a plague on my bringing up !” 
——In tire mean-time, though it must on 
all hands be agreed, that the parlies in ques¬ 
tion are highly exalted, their situation at 
present appears less to be envied from its 
elevation, than to be pitied from its danger: 
and as I know that the Weekly Political 
Register forms a constant part of many a 
great man’s reading, I wish to suggest, be¬ 
fore T conclude my letter, a few propositions, 
likely, as 1 think, to remove many of the dif¬ 
ficulties attendant on this “ painful pre¬ 
eminence.” I was half tempted to inquire, 
if the Premier, by way of experiment, had 
Ventured to ascend any of these ladders him¬ 
self, and soar into the higher legions of 
financial machine! - ) ; but 1 recollected the 
prudent forbearance of Dr. Chiron at the 
Court of Thetis*, and deemed the inquiry 
unnecessary. 1 could not help, however, 
feeling for the aukwardness with which 
these bc-uiggcd and bc-spectacltd gentle¬ 
men must in the first instance enter on the 
duties of their office.- 

To rise—perchance to fall —aye there’s the rub. 
Sculls crack’d ! crush’d ribs ! iheie’s the respect, 
which makes 

The clerk, all trembln-, in some corner lurk ; 
And shua the dread ascent- 

■ ■ -But these, Mr. Cobbed, arc only spots 

in the sun ; little moles on a beautiful face, 
which may rather be considered as orna¬ 
menting it than defacing it. You, who en¬ 
tertain so profound a respect for “ the old 
“ lady in Threadneedle Street," will be the 
first to admire this plenteous provision for 
her honied stores, while, like the quecn-bec, 
she may deposit in every geometrically-fram¬ 
ed cell ifi»e nectary of her sweets) her mys v 
tic egg, as a precious germ of future taxa¬ 
tion. 

Hinc, nescio qua dulcedinC lxta 
J’rogeniem et imlor foveat—miri arlereccntes 
Excudat ceras, ct mella tenacia fingat. 

• . I oneg remember hearing the ’squire of 

my parish say, that while he was resident at 
one of the courts of Germany, was highly 
amused by 'examining the closet in which 
the celebrated Leibnitz once carried on his 
lucubrations. It was a sort of hcxan^ular 
box, with little apperfures foi the admission 

* Thus Chiron advised Madam Thetis io tfljcc. 
And dip her pw child in the Stygian lake— 
But the wary old Docmt was not such an elf 
As ever to venture his carcase himself ! 

New Bath Guide, p. 48. 
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of light and air, entirely surrounded, even 
to the lining of the door, with little pigeon¬ 
holes to receive the sage's ideas, so as to be 
every moment embodied, preserved, and 
classified. Near the public library where 
this curious piece of mechanism is shewn, is 
a bust of the philosopher, under an elegant 
cupola supported by pillars, with a simple 
and classic inscription, comprised in two 
words, “ Genio Leibnitzii.” When my 
friend pulled me by tiie sleeve, and told me 
his business was adjusted, I was in the act 
of fixing, in my imagination, on a spot un¬ 
der thfs mystic roof, where llje features of 
your friend the Doctor, cast in lead, or 
hewji out of a solid block, might be most 
happily introduced, with the well-earned 
tribute of applause, “Genio A doing- 

ton n.”-But to my proposals, for I feel 

that I have trespassed t»o long on your pa¬ 
tience.-First, Jjwould institute a gymna¬ 

sium for youth, designed to -fill the office of 
clerks under this establishment, where 
adepts in the ladder-dancing art might, by 
degrees, teach them the manoeuvres of their 
perilous profession. In the case of the well- 
known probationary odes, M. Dclpini filled 
a distinguished station, as assessor to the no¬ 
bleman who awarded the prize—a similar 
office should, in the present case, be awarded 
to M. Bologna, or some other ofMr. Ast- 
ley’s great men, burnt out from over the 
water, and now displaying their talents to 
the amusement and edification of Goodman’s 
Fields. Five years might, perhaps, be con¬ 
sidered as a sufficient time of probation— 
from which a rateable deduction might be 
made in favour of those ingenious youths, 
who had already exercised their talents in 
the services of lamplighters, bricklayers, or 
chimney-sweepers, .or whose early life had 
been spent in the agility of naval ladder¬ 
climbing. -Secondly, as improvement 

must in th*is case be progressive, in order to 
provide for the immediate emergency, I 
would recommend, among the many hun¬ 
dred \>f extra clerks which the existing sys¬ 
tem will make necessary, that some of the 
figurunti from the Royalty Theatre, from 
Sadler’s Weils, from the Royal Circus, and 
other places of a similar description, should 
be engaged in the service. A good pair of 
heels, if we may believe the proverb,seem to 
remedy the defects of a bad head ; but in the 
present instance I. belie veTt wBuldnot be dif- 
’ ficult to establish the position,jlhat the statute 
under which they would be called on to act 
ig equally intelligible to the capacity of every 
one of his Majesty’s liege subjects, from the 

highest to the lowest.--In favour of my 

third proposition,*the voice of philanthropy 

. Vol. V.—Price 10 d. 
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speaks so loudly as to supersede all necessity 
for discussion. Closely adjoinining to the 
scene of danger, I would recommend the 
establishment of a board of surgery, or a 
sick and hurl office, where humane and ex¬ 
perienced practitioners should be constantly 
in attendance, with bandages, plaisters, 
salves, poultices, lancets, turniquets, trapans, 
&c. &c. in order to afford immediate relief 
to the unhappy sufferers, who must inevit¬ 
ably from time to time meet with accidents 
in the discharge of their duty. On the same 
principle it might be proper to found an 
hospital, or college, for maimed and invalid¬ 
ed calculators.——Lastly, as to prevent is 
always better than to remedy evils, I ujpuld 
fain have it submitted to the Society for im¬ 
proving the ConditionofChimncy-sweepers, 
to offer a liberal premium for the invention 
of some mechanical, process, by which ac-, 
ccss might be had to these dangerous heights, 
without putting in jeopardy the lives of so 
many of his Maj£ty’s liege and valuable 
subjects. In the mean time it might riot 
be amiss to make interest at Drury Lane 
Theatre for the adaptation of the rope 
and pulley machinery, which you. Mr. 
Cobbelt, and the public in general, have 
admired tins winter in the spectacle of 
Cindrclla, by which the “ gentleman in the 
wig” and his co-adjutors might be gently 
and safely raised, so as to form any given 
angle with the horizon, and with equal safety 
and gentleness let down to the ground again, 
like the chubby-faced cupids at the theatre. 
The effect would be picturesque—the appa¬ 
ratus might be easily introduced, and the 
fhoplrty-men, in one case, retained to 
serve the public in another, under a similar 
denomination.—I leave it to wiser heads 
than mine to expand and improve on these 
plans, concerning which I have only sug, 
gested the hasty ideas that occurred to me 
in a visit not exceeding two hohrs. You, 
Sir, do not seem greatly enamoured ol J 
the political and fin ncial measures of the 
present moment, will scarcely give nit; cre¬ 
dit for having seriously approved this ladder- 
system ;^but, smile as you may, nothing can 
lie tqpffe true than the assertion, that what¬ 
ever may be his opinion of the wisdom 
which ut it «/>, your present correspondent, 
wlois somewhat corpulent, and a little ad¬ 
vanced in years, would be the last man in 
the King's <fcrnttftions who would wish to 
run it doan ——I am, Sir, yours, &c. &c.— 
Anti Climax. 

PUBLIC PAPERS. r 

Circular Noti from Lord Hawkesbury, Secre¬ 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the Foreign 


Ministers resident at the Court of London, 

dated 30th April, 1804. 

The experience which all Europe must have had 
of ihe conduct of the government of France, 
would have induced his Majesty to treat any 
charges which might have been brought by them 
against his government, with Silence and con¬ 
tempt, if the very extraordinary and unauthorised 
answers which many of the ministers of fore gn 
powers have thought propers to return to a recent 
communication ot the Minister for Foreign Affair* 
at Paris, had not gven to the subject of that com¬ 
munication a greater degree of importance than it 
would otherwise have possessed. His Majesty has 
therefore commanded me to declare, that he trusts 
it cannot be necessary for him to repel, with the 
scorn and indignation which it deserves, that most 
unfounded and atrocious calumny, that his go¬ 
vernment were parties to any projects of assassina¬ 
tion ; an accusation most falseiy and calnmniously 
advanced under the same authority against mem¬ 
bers of his Majesty’s firmer government in the last 
war; an accusation inconsistent with his Ma¬ 
jesty's honour, and with the known character ctf 
the British nation; and so completely unsupport¬ 
ed by even any shadow of proof, that it may justly 
he presumed to have been brought forward at the 
piescnt moment, for the sole purpose of diverting 
the attention of Europe from the contemplation, 
of that sanguinary deed which, in violation of the 
Law of Nations, and of the plainest dictates of Ho¬ 
nour and humanity, has been recently perpetrated 
by the direct older of the First Conypl of France. 
. -That Ins Majesty’s government sliotrd disre¬ 
gard the tenements ol such of the inhabitants of 
France as ate justly dissatisfied with the govern¬ 
ment of that country; that they should refuse to 
listen to the designs for liberating their countiy 
from the degrading yoke of bondage under wh ch 
it now groans, or to aid and assist them as far as 
such designs arc fair and justifiable, would be in¬ 
consistent with the duties which under circum¬ 
stances like the present, every wise and just go¬ 
vernment owes to itself and to the world in 
general.-It is an acknowledged tight of belli¬ 

gerent powers to avail themselves of any discon¬ 
tents ex sting in the countries with which they 
may happen to be at war. The expediency of 
acting upon this light (even if the right were in 
any degree doubtful) would, in the present case, be 
most fully sanctioned; not only by the actual 
state of the French nation, but by the conduct of 
the government of that country, Wfnch, eversince 
the commencement of the present war, lias main¬ 
tained a communication with the disaffected in his 
Majesty’s dominions, particulaily in Ireland, and 
has actually assembled, on the coast ol France, a 
body of Irish rebels for the purpose of aiding their 
designs against that part of his United Kmedom. 
-Under these circumstances his Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment would not indeed be warranted in fore¬ 
going their right to support, as far as is consistent 
with those principles of the Law of Nations, wlrch 
all civilizedlgovcrnments have hitherto acknow¬ 
ledged, the efforts of such of the inhabitants of 
France as may profess hostility to its present go¬ 
vernment. They feel in common with all Eu¬ 
rope, an anxious desire to sec established in that 
country an order of tilings more consistent with 
its own happiness, and with the security of sur¬ 
rounding nations. But if this cannot be accom¬ 
plished, they are justified on Itie str.ciest princi¬ 
ples of self-defence, in endeavouring to cripple the 
exertions, to distract the operations, and to con- 
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found the project* of a goverment, whose avowed 
system of warfare is not merely to distress the 
commerce, to reduce the power, or to abridge the 
dominions of as enemy; but to carry devastation 
and ruin into the very heart of the British Empire. 
— In the application of these principles, his Ma¬ 
jesty has directed me further to declare, that his 
government have never authorised any one act 
which will not stand the test of the stiictest prin¬ 
ciples of justice, and the known antf avowed prac¬ 
tice of all ages.—-If any minister accredited by his 
Majesty to a ioretgn court, has held correspon¬ 
dence with persons in France, with a view of ob¬ 
taining information of the projects of the French 
government, or lor any other legitimate purpose, 
lie has done no more than ministers under similar 
circumstances liaye been uniformly considered as 
having a right to do, with ret pert to the countries 
with which their Sovereign was at war; and much 
less than the ministers and commercial agents of 
France in neutral countries tan he proved to have 
done with regard to the disaffected in parts of lus 
Majesty’s dominions. In conducting, therefore 
sued a correspondence he would not in any degree 
have violated his public duly. A minister in a fo¬ 
reign country is hound by the nature of his office, 
and the duties of Ins situation, to abstain from ali 
communication with the. disaffected in the country 
to which lie is acn edited, as well as from any act 
injurious to the interests of that country ; but lie 
is not subject to the same restraints with respect to 
those countries with winch his Sovereign is at war. 
His acts rcspecifltg them may he praise-worthy or 
hl.mne.iblo, arioiding to the nature of the acts 
themselves ; but they would not rousntutc an) 
violation of lus public character, unless they mili¬ 
tated against the peace or security of the country 
to winch he was accredited.-Bm of all govern¬ 

ments pfCtending to be civilized, that ol France 
has the least right to appeal to the Law of Nations. 
With what confidence can they appeal to that law, 
who, from the commencement of hostilites, have 
been in the emu so ol constantly violating it r They 
promised their protection to such of the subjects 
of England as were resident in trance, and might 
be desirous of i emaining theu-afier the recall of his 
Majesty’s ambassador. They revoked this promise 
without any previous nonce, and condemned those 
very persons to be prisoners of war, and still re¬ 
tain them as such, in defiance of their own engage¬ 
ments, and of the univcisnl usage of all civilized 
nations. They applied this new and barbarous 
rule even to individuals who had the protection 
and authority of French ambassadors and minis¬ 
ters at foteign courts, to return in safety through 
France to their own country. They gave direc¬ 
tions that an English packet should J>e seized in 
one of the ports of Holland, though their am has 
sador in that country had antecedently engaged 
that, unt'l notice to the contrary was given, the 
packets of the respective countries thould pass in 
safety —They nave detained and condemned a 
vessel in a French port, which was sent there as a 
matter of indulgence for the purpose ol dbnveying 
thither the French governor ol one of the several 
islands winch had been conquered by lus Ma¬ 
jesty’s arms.—Their proceedings with respect to 
the garrison of St. Lucia have not been less exinf 
ordinary. The principal fort of that island was 
taken by assault, but the garrison was allowed all 
the privileges of pmnpevs of war, and sofferee to 
proceed to France upon an understand ng that a 
proportionate number of English prisoners should 
in return, be set at liberty; yet notwithstanding 
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this indulgence on the part of the British com¬ 
mander, to which, from the nature of the case the 
French ganrison could not have the smallest pre¬ 
tension, not a single English prisoner has been re¬ 
stored to this country.-Such has been the con¬ 

duct of theFreoch government with respect to the 
power with whom they are aL war. What has 
been their conduct to those with whom they have 
remained at peace ?—Is there a treaty they have 
not broken?—Is there a neighbouring territory 
whose independence they have not violated?—it 
is for the powers on the continent to determine 
how long they will tolerate such unparalleled 
outrages : but is it too much to say that if such a 
course of proceeding on the part of any govern¬ 
ment can ])c suffered to continue without resist¬ 
ance or controul, there must soon cease to exist 
that salutary system ofjpublic law, by which the 
comimmities of Europe«hnve for ages maintained 
and enforced the sacred obligations of humanity 
and justice? 1 have the honour to he with the 

qi; best consideration-Sir, your most obedient 

humble servant, Ccc. &c. &c. 

Note from the Earon dc Montfclas, Minister of the 
Elector of Bavaria, to Mr. Drake, dated Munich, 
MartrhSl, 1804 . • 

The Undersigned, &c. has the express com¬ 
mand of his Eloctonal Highness, to communicate 
to Mr. Drake the annexed printed papers, and to 
state to him that the anginal* in Mr. DHike’s ottrt 
hand :rnrmg are now before him. His Electoral 
Highness is deeply penetrated with grid at the 
duco'. eiy that his capital has been the centre point 
in a correspondence, which is so inconsistent with 
the mission which Ins Exellcncy Mr. Drake was 
invested at this Court; and he owes it to the dig¬ 
nity and to the welfare of his subjects, to .declare, 
that from this moment it is impossible for him to 
have any communication with Mr. Drake, or to rc- 
ceive him at his Court.——Already two of hi* 
Llcrtonal Highness’s subjects, who are compro¬ 
mised in Mr. Drake’s correspondence, arc arrested 
at Munich, because they have acted in a manner 
inconsistent with the law of nations.—The Un¬ 
dersigned is likewise charged to declare, that his 
Electoral Highness knows too well the noble and 
magnanimous sentiments of his Britannic Majesty 
and the English nation, to suppose that their con¬ 
duct on this occasion can be liable to the smallest 
reproach. They will hasten to declare themselves 
directly to his Majesty, and to deposit in his bo¬ 
som the profound grief they feel, while they with¬ 
draw their coiffidcnce from the minister, who was 
appointed to represent his Majesty at this Court. 
The Elector is perfectly convinced that his Britan¬ 
nic Majesty will, on this occasion, necessarily so 
painful tS him, see a new proof of the high esteem 
he entertains for his Majesty, and of that good 
will of which he has given so many proofs to the 
Electoral House. 

FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Second Report of the Grand Judge, respecting the 
plots of the person named Drake, Minister from 
England at Munich, and of the person named 
Spencer Smith, Minister from.EngJand at Stut- 
gard, against France, and the person of the First 
Consul, dated Paris, April 11, 1Q04 aud sign¬ 
ed, Recniek. 

Citizen First Consul, —My conjectures are 
verified. Mr. Drake is not the only agent of Eng¬ 
land whose political mission is merely the plau¬ 
sible mask of a hidden ministry of seduction and 
insurrection. I have the honour- to place before 
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Your eye*, papers, which prove that Mr. Spencer 
Sm rh, diplomatic agent of England in the Stales 
of Wurtemburgh', after the example of Mr. Drake, 
has occupied himself, since hit arr val at his place 
of rcsidence only in prostituting his pubic cha¬ 
racter, his .nflucnce, and <he gold of his govern¬ 
ment, to that infamous mims’ry.-Mr. Spencer 

Smith has suffered a discovery of the secret part 
which formed the real object of his diplomatic 
mission, I present to the First Consul an enig- 
mat cal letter, which this minister has written to 
M Lelievre- de Sa nt Remi, one of his agents in 
Holland; this agent, spy, emigrant, and who has 
received Ins pardon, was already known tothepo 
licg; but bclorc I had any one of the parts of his 
correspondence with Mr. Spencer Smith,. J knew 
by other reports, that whch he was ahnut to ob. 
tain his amnesty, whim he procured in Pluviose, 
year 11, hequ ued SeeZj.h’t place of birth, tft Ni- 
vose, the same year, in order to go to Camhray; 
and that, on the 2d of last Prim-sire, he had gone 
to Holland, there to serve under the name of Pm- < 
ne.iu, and to follow there the double direction of 
a Frenchman and a spy. named Le Clcrc, whom 
the British ministry supported at Abbeville, and 
that as an accredited spy, named Spencer Smith ; 
whom for the purpose of covering his designs, 
that same ministry had invested with a diploma¬ 
tic character. {See the pieces 8,9,.. tcc.\ I 

further knew, by papers equally nomerous, and 
not less instructive, se ted on the spy at Ahbe- 
viile, that Mr. Spencer Smith, before he quirted 
London, had entered into such intimate con¬ 
nexions with a general committee of Espionage, 
established hy the abo\c administration, and the 
direction of which was intrusted to the Abbd Ra¬ 
te), th-u hie had demanded and obtained of that 
committee a confident.al secretary named Peri- 
caud, who was to follow the secret correspon¬ 
dence and to reccii e and commumrate ail the ne¬ 
cessary documents to the agents tn Holland, the 
spies on the coast, and the conspirators in Paris 
The letters to Lehevrc, the credit for 2000 Louis 
' <Tors given on the house of Osy at Rotterdam, the 
cypher, the enigroat raf'letter. No 7 are of the 
hand-writ'ng of this Pcnraud; and thus it will be 
seen, that Mr. Spencer Smith is gone to his resi¬ 
dence with all the exterior of a diplomatic mi¬ 
nister from England ; that is to say, with sympa¬ 
thetic inks, watch-words io communicate withal] 
the sp-cs, bills of exchange to reward their ser¬ 
vices, and a confidential intcrmcd ate agent, to 
follow up their proceed ngs and to'drect them, 

without committing himself.-It is necessary to*' 

recur once more to Mr. Drake. The two reports 
which I lav before you, Citizen First Consul, will 
give you an armin' of a mission to that minister, 
by Cirizen Rosey, Captain and Adjuiant Maior of 
the Pth reg ment of the line in garrison at Stras- 
burgjj, whom Mr. Drake was very willing to em¬ 
ploy as agent of a pretended general, who was to 
st r up four departments, to draw around him the 
French army, to overthrow your government, to 
install in its stead a democratic directory, and fi 
nallv to put th>s phantom of power, and all France 

at the discretion oPrtie English government.-1 

should hcs.rate to present to you these monstrous 
absurditus, if !■ had not to lay be ore you an ori¬ 
ginal letter from Mr. Drake, backed by consider¬ 
able sums of gold, counted by Mr. Drake, and de. 
posited at my office by Citizen Rosey. This let¬ 
ter, serves as a proof oi the accuracy of the reports 
of the French agent, and ought tn he published, 
became the odious particulars which it contains, 


give additional colouring to the picture of infamy 
which Mr. Drake has himself delineated of hit in¬ 
cendiary dipltrm cy, m the first part of his corre¬ 
spondence——Mr. Drake replied to the pretended 
general. He acknowledges the receipt of his En¬ 
voy with Ins credentials. He congratulates him¬ 
self on the harmony subsisting betwen him and 
the Committee of Disorganization, over which the 
general presides. * Your views,* says he, compla¬ 
cently, • are quite conformable to mine, and 1 need 
not enlarge further on this point.*- — But he re¬ 
quires (and here he follows the first vagaries of hit 
predecessor Wickham) that provisionally they 
should secure two strong places ; Huningen by all 
means, and Strasburg, if possible.—By this meant 
only could they depend upon a sure communica¬ 
tion. Then would Mr. Drake take hit residence 
near the Rhine, and it will suffice t*> inform him 
immediately of the moment fixed for commencing 
the operations, and of the precise ptriods when 
farther assistance will be necessary, as well as of 
the amount of the succours required, that he may 
have time to take measures to provide for the 
same, and that the operations may not fail ‘for 
want of support. (See No. 6).—However, the 
most important point is not the taking of places 
and securing stages fur the safe arrival of subsi¬ 
dies. First of all, we must disorganize the army. 
Mr. Drake complains of being left uninformed of 
the progrcsswhich the agents of the committee may 
have made to gain over some among them; but he 
trusts to their zeal. Hesnppoies, with confidence, 
that the attempts tried with this s^w have com¬ 
pletely succeeded, and that they are ccrtaih of a 
powerful diversion from tliat quarter; without 
this aid. he solemnly declares, your operations will 
be confined to cause three or four departments to 
r.se, which can never succeed upon the long run. 
on the supposition that the First Consul retains a 
power over his troops sufficient to make them 

march against you.-The disquietude, it will be 

easily believed, is the prevailing idea of Mr. 
Drake ; it seizes him, it occupies him continually ; 
however, he has round an admirable expedient to 
recover ins courage, * You should,’ says he, 
' offer the soldiers a<>ina!l increase of pay beyond 
* what they receive of the present government.’— 
Worthy discovery of a corrupt minister, of a go¬ 
vernment which weighs with gold every action; 
and every human affection ! Nothing, according to 
ihem, can resist this gold, which is above every 
thing; and the French army, nraking honour its 
idol, attached to it by the glory of a thousand bat¬ 
tles, and of ten years victories; this army, which 
spurns seduction, because "the seducers and se¬ 
duced arc the greatest cowards : this army, 1 say, 
yielding to the attraction of a wretched increase of 
pay, shall sacrifice whatever is most dear to it, ail 
its most honourable recollections; in short, its 
government, its liberty, to the irreconcileable 
enemy of their country! Whathorjor! what mad¬ 
ness I shall not be more prolix on these 

ilsgiistirre details; besides, to insist long on the 
indignation which the political and military pro¬ 
jects of Mr. Drake inspire, is to do them too much 
honour; they are both ridiculous and absurd in 
an eminent degree-, and I think it is a very ap¬ 
propriate punishment for him, to give up to the 
contempt and ridicule of the public the emerprizea 
of (hi« minister, still more credulous, more auk- 
ward, and more weak than,wicked.—An Eng¬ 
lish minister, such as Mr. Duke, cannot be pu¬ 
nished by obloquy. This can only mortify men 
who feel the price of virtue, and wow that of ho- 
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nonr ; but Mr. Drake is proud and vain. The 
profit* of hi« secret millions must have made him 
wealthy and covetou*. He willhe punished, when 
he shall know, that the revolt of the four depart¬ 
ments, the capture of Huningen, the seduction of 
the army, the liberation of Pichegru, Moreau, of 
Georges, and his confederates j the existence ot 
the Diplomatic Committee; in short, the talents, 
the credit and projects of this demagogue general, 
Try nature endowed with a sublime eloquence, an 
imposing figure, and wflio is quite disposed to ef¬ 
fect, at his call, the overthrow of Fiance, aie the 
chimeras, with which the Prefect of Strusbnrg 
has liked to feed his simple credulity.—~He will 
he punished, when he learns that all his bulletins, 
which were sent to London, by extraordinary 
messengers,communicated to every court, hawked 
about by the English ministers at far as Constan¬ 
tinople, and of which tracedare found even in the 
discussions of Parliament, were fabrications, and 
contained nothing either u ue or probable; that 
before they were transmitted to him, they had 
been communicated to the agents of the Police of 
Paris, who blushed on reading them; and could 
nof recover from their surprise, on seeing that fa¬ 
bles, framed with so little care and trouble, could 
charm Mr. Drake, and serve as a basts for the 

operations and calculations of the cabinet,--Mr. 

Drake will be punished, when he shall know, that 
his bills, his gold, his correspondence, those ot his 
colleagues, the spies at Rotterdam, Abbeville, Pa¬ 
ris, and Munich, are the sport of men, who, by ap¬ 
proaching him and h<s colleague at Stutgard, by 
watching their*Rtcps, and by studying thet* cha¬ 
racter, have learned and can teach Europe, that a 
ministry, which renders itself despicable by the 
choice and by the conduct of its diplomatic agents, 
cannot inspire either fear or confidence in the go¬ 
vernments of the Continent; and that the inso- 
lenreJfed corruption, which that ministry employ 
as wciPnns to intimidate or lead astray the Coun- 
ciisot Sovereigns,do now find a powerful antidote 
in the discovery of the meanness, the immorality 

and stupidity of their diplomacy.-Concerning 

Mr. Spencer Smith, 1 have strong reasons to think 
that the operations entrusted to him are ton- 
fined to these plots; that be directs the events 
which are taking place in the Cauton of Zurich ; 
and that the disturbances, hy whifh that miserable 
district is again agitated, are owing to his gold and 

hit intrigues.-Citizen First Consul, perhaps 1 

transgress the bounds of iny function; but 1 must 
tell you, with t^at truth which you love to hear, 
France cannot suffer a hostile power to establish, 
on neutral territory, accredited agents, whose 
principal mission is tA carry discord to the bosom' 
of the republic. You arc at the head of a nation 
great enough, strong, and brave enpugh, to obtain, 
as your right, an absolute neutrality. You have 
constantly commanded me not to suffer that con¬ 
spiracies be framed in any part of our immense 
territory, agajpst any existing government; and 
already, during the short space of time elapsed 
since 1 have been entrusted with the administra¬ 
tion of the police, have 1 repeatedly annulled 
machinations which threatened the King of Na¬ 
ples and the Holy See; t have pursued as far as 
Strasburg the fotgers of Vienna bank-notes. All 
these facts have proved how sincere your wirti is 
to secure established governments against every 
kind of prop gandas and plots. Why should you 
•tot have the righawdemand an entire reciprocity 
from the States of the Germanic Empire ? Why 
should Munich, Stutgard; Ettenhetm, and Friburg, 
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have the right of remaining the centre of the con¬ 
spiracies, which England never ceases to form 

against France and Helvetia f-These object* 

deserve yourutmott solicitude. Citizen First Con¬ 
sul; and l dare to tell yon so, because this privi¬ 
lege belongs to the Chief ot Justice, and the most' 
serious attention in this respect loans part of 

your first duties.-It may be objected, 1 know, 

that England, as a friendly power, has a right to 
send ministers to the Electors of Bavaria, Baden, 
and Wirtemburgh. But English diplomacy is 
composed of two sorts of agents, wnoin all the 
Corftinent well know how to distinguish. Such 
ministers as Cornwallis and Warren, are never ac¬ 
credited but for honourable missions, to maintain 
a good understanding between nations, and to 
regulate the ;,r«iiid interests ot policy or of com¬ 
merce ; whilst i lie Wickhams, the Drakes, and the 
Spencer Smiths, are known throughout Europe as 
the artificers ot crimes whose cowaruicc .* pro¬ 
tected^ a sat red character. I will say more, the 
presence ot these contemptible agents tt very 
mortitying to the Princes in friendship with 
France; and the Courts of Munich and Stutgard 
cannot support, without dis^st, Drake and Spen¬ 
cer Smith, whom numbctlcss reasons render sus¬ 
pected of a very different nnss'on from that which 
is announced hy their official title. In conse¬ 
quence ot the demand that you hive made of ihem, 
the Electors of Havana and Wiiiemburgu have 
driven Irom their states the impute remains of the 
French who are enemies to tlie.r country, and 
whose hatred lias survived the calamities ot civil 
war, and the pardon which you have gianted 
them. Let them equally drive away these artifi¬ 
cers of conspu.tcy, whose mission lias no other 
object but to reanimate the intestine dessemioiu 
of France, and to sow fresh discord on the Conti¬ 
nent. Ought not our neighbours to 'suffer an 
equal alarm with ourselves at the mum of politi¬ 
cal troubles, and of all those horrors ot war,which 
Can be profitable only to that nation, ivim ti is the 
enemy of every other ? 1 demand, in the most 
earnest manner, and every duty I owe you, Ci.izen 
Fust Consul, impels me to in-ke the icqucs., that 
the cibmet may rake susti effectual measures, that 
the WiCklums, the Drakes and the bp, neer 
Smiths, may not be received by any power in 
friendship with Fiance, whatever may be their 
title or character; men who preach up assassina¬ 
tion and fomcm domestic troubles; the agems of 
c*rt option, the missionaries ot revolt against ail 
established governments, arc the enemies of all 
states, and oF all governments. The law of ua- 
itions docs notexistfor them. I have fulfilled my 
duty, Citizen First Consul, in exposing to your 
vit w, the facts which prove, that Drake and 
Spencffr Small, exercise upon the Continent, the 
sanie mission with wi.icti Wwkant was ch.u ged 
during the last war. Your supreme wisdom will 

do the rest. -- 

Report of the Mt-sion with which I haves been 
charged by the Counsellor id Suite and Prefect 
of the Department ot the Lower Rh nc, near 
Mr Drake, Minister from England to Mun cli. 

On the 10th Vcntfl«\ after having received 
from the tiands of the Prett-c^af the Lower Rhine, 
the instructions ot Mr Muller, t qnjtted Stras- 
tmrgh to go to Mr. Drake, Minister ot England, at 
Munich. On the 13th 1 arrived'at Augsburgh, 
and sent him two letters, ot wuich 1 give the 
ctfjiies: 

5 n,——I have been charged by Mr. Muller, 
with a letter which 1 shall very much wish to give 
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into your own hands. Will, you, therefore, have swer.'—Mr. Drake then spoke to me of Pichc- 
the goodness to nante the day and hour that will gru. I asked him if it were his opinion that he 
be least inconvenient to you. I have the honour, was in France? He said, certainly not: 'lam 

&c.-On thel7th'in the morning, finding that I extremely well acquainted with him, and he is a 

did not receive any answer, I departed from Mu- man of merit; but he is too cold and too heavy 
nich; on my arrival I wrote again to Mr. Drake to be engaged to take such a step; be assured 
as follows: that he is at this moment in London, and ptopa- 

Sm,-During the four days that I remained gate that opinion every where. As to Georges, I 

at Augsburgh, I have had the honour to address positively know that he cannot be at Paris, as I 
two letters to you, and I presume that you have have-received letters from persons in London who 
not received them, as iw answer has been sent to had seen him/the moment before they wrote to 
me; will yon. Sir, let me know the hour when I me. 1 have informed him of the reports which 
may hope to deliver to you in person, that which have been circulated of a continental war; I have 
Mr, Muller charged me to deliver to you.—I have described such an event as the most terrible blow 
the honour, &c. that could happen for the jacobins, as that 

As soon as he had received this letter, he sent would establish the government for ever.’ He 


for me to come lo him immediately, and that he 
expected me. I accordingly presented myself to 
Mr. Drake, as aid-de-camp to a republican gene¬ 
ral, and delivered to him my letter of introduction, 
and the tenor of which tvas as follows : * 

Sir, -The person who will deliver this note 

to you, has been appointed by the company to ad- t 
dress you, some days since, as my organ i he has 
the entire confidence of those who send him; and 
i beg of you to consider w hat he may say as the 
sincere expression of their sentiments. The-most 
agreeable part of his commission, will doubtless 
be to assure you of the devotion of the company. 
Permit me, S.r, to add the assurance of the high 
considers!,on with which 1 have the honour lo be, 

4ec-MU I.LER. 

He had no sooner read this letter, than he in¬ 
quired what news there was in France, and how 
things went on in that country ? I answered him, 
that the moment of triumph fur the jacobins was 
arrived! that every one was of opinion that a 
more favourable occasion to attempt something 
against thV government would not be found, than 
lha: which now presented itself.—‘ YVhat can 1 
do foi your tell me what are your views ? what 
do you hope to accomplish ? have your general 

and your committee formed any projects >- 

Perceiving this to be a favourable moment, I pre¬ 
sented him my plan of operations, which is the 
same as that noted downcin the minute of my in¬ 
structions. After having read it three times with 
attention, he said to me.—‘ This is a very good 
plan but I do not observe many fortified towns 
among those you desenbe, and it is to those, 
however, we must pay o tlic greatest attention.* 
I named the place of* arms, and the citadel of Bc- 
sanyon. 1 represented to him that this town was 
very strong, and that wc wcie certain of finding 
there a huge park of artillery and ammunition of 
evc^y kind —* Have you horses for your artil¬ 
lery ‘ We are assured of hav.ng them.*—‘ That 

is very we!', but take care to use dispatch, and 
never strike till you arc cure of youi blow; but 
in case it should fail, can you r«n re to Mount 
Jura?’ Can you find a secure ictreat there, and be 
certain of dcfenoiug yourselves lor a long t me¬ 
in tliis interval, the other departments, m which 
you have already formed a party, will pioducc a 
diversion. After having paused a moment, lie 
hastened to fetch his map, to discover what town 
of Germany was newest to one of those that wc 
were to occupy, iii*fh'dcr (he said) to render our 
. communication more prompt, and to give every 
necessary assistance. This plan merits, on my 
part, the greatest attention, and it has my hearty 
approbation. To-morrow’, or the day after,* I 
shall write to your general, and 1 doubt not but 
you will be the bearer of a very satisfactory un¬ 


said in answer, 'that there were strong reasons 
to justify the expectation, that Russia would be 
prevailed on to declare against France.’ He con¬ 
versed at considerable length on the projected 
descent on England, and at the same time was 
very prodigal of injurious expressions against 
the First Consul; and it was in vain that ho 
dissembled the fear which affected him, re¬ 
specting the descent and enterprising genius 
of the Frencharmy. He spoke much of Mr. Mul¬ 
ler. I answered him according to my instruc¬ 
tions, that I had not seen him, tec. and that f 
knew positively that he was gone to the army of 
the coast on a very important mission. He smiled 
with an air of satisfaction, and said to me—* On 
my learning the arrest of Moreau, I wrote to Mr. 
Muller to come to me, with orders to forward the 
letter to him wherever he mightujc; nor can I 
conceive why it has been delayed. I am, how¬ 
ever, certain, that he is in Germany; for one of 
my friends writes me word, that lie has not only 
seen but spoken to him; in short I expect to see 
him every day.’ I am very glad to tell you, that 
this Citizen Muller docs not possess a vul great 
degree of confidence; he goes rarely to f^Pcom- 
mittee, which is a matter of great complaint. 
* With respect to that, 1 desire you to tell your 
general, that when I sent him into France, it was 
mcicly to foitn a correspondence, but not to re¬ 
main there as lie has done, for he ought to have 
been returned these tjyo months. He has also in¬ 
formed me by letter, of every thing you tell me, 
and even more, that the committee had accused 
Imn of having received funds for another revolu- 
tionaiy committee, of which 1 have no knowledge 
whatever. If I have not remitted more funds, it 
is, I must avow frankly, that £ did not clearly 
understand the project of your committee. Some 
time since it was communicated to me by letter, 
that four departments might be incited to insur¬ 
rection, and that 1 was to send them a plan of 
operations. 1 ask you, however, if it were rea¬ 
sonable that I should do so, as I was not ac¬ 
quainted with their means, and what they were 
qualified to execute. Now, things are very dif¬ 
ferent and I have a clear insight into them. I 
shall, therefore, employ myself mdit willingly in 
giving all the pecuniary aids which arc at my dis¬ 
posal ; yois may have an entire reliance on me; 
come and dine with me, therefore, on Friday, at 
four o’clock, and you will find your dispatch 
ready.’—On Friday 1 presented myself again to 
Mi. Drake, when he gave me a most gracious re¬ 
ception.—‘ Your business is completed. I have 
written to your general, and 1 think he will have 
every* reason to be satisfied witfi me: the writing 
is not visible, but* I presume that lie has a.rcceipt 
to make it so. If be did not know it, Mr. Mul- 
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ter would communicate it to him. You will also 
recommend him not to be tn two gTeat a hurry, 
for my first advice was to wait till B. was depart • 
ed for Boulogne, and on the point of embarking. 
You will make your general feel tire necessity of 
getting possession of Alsace, hut principally oi 
Humnguen, and the citadel of Strasburgh; ah ! 
What a blow it would be if you could obtain those 
two places; I could come nearer to you, and 
could give you pecuniary succour; there would 
then be no delay in our operations^ we could art 
in concert, and every thing would proceed tnfi 
nitely better, it is also of great importance to 
have a large party at Parts, for without that the 

rest is nothing; you must get rid of B - — *’ (I 

acknowledge my fears at this moment of betray¬ 
ing the lively indignation which agitated me) He 
proceeded:—‘ It is the surest means of obtaining 
your liberty, and making’peace with England 
One thing I recommend to your general, to stir 
up parties of every denomination; they are all 
equally important to you, whether tticy are loy¬ 
alists or jacobins, &c. You must, however, ex¬ 
cept the friends of B.-, whom you can rot 

trust, fiom the fear of being betrayed. Your ge¬ 
neral must also set at defiance the proclamations 
which 'he Consol will not tail tn have circulated, 
when your insurrection snail be commenced; he 
will say, that such and such departments had a 
disposition to rise, but that ir is entirely at an 
end, which will be done to alarm the other depart¬ 
ments, and prevent them from acting, for such 
were cite means employed to extinguish the war 
of La Vended? A report was spread abroad that 
Georges was arrested, and a similar rumour was 
propagated respecting Pichegru; for though this 
day’s gazette announces Ins arrest, l do not be¬ 
lieve a word of it. It is very possible to seize on 
some unfortunate person and say that it is Piche- 
gi u; gt is matter of great importance, that you 
should tell your general to take the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of indicating to me one or two towns, into 
which I may send confidential persons, who shall 
be furnished with funds, at the disposition of your 
general. Two or three thousand Louis may be 
sent lum a time. It is gold, 1 believe, that 
will be most convenient to< him, as I cannot send 
him paper on Paris without giving cause for sus¬ 
picion. You will remit to him^hcse four bills of 
exchange for 9,990 francs, or 10,114 iivrcs 17s. 6d.; 
it is all the paper I have been able to procure on 
Parii. I have just written to Mr. Smith at Stut- 
gard, to collect oil the funds in his power, in order 
that the operations may not languish for want of 
money. If, however, you will wait till Wednes-* 
day, you may carry with you a more considerable 
sum.’——! answered him that my general had ex¬ 
pressly ordered my immediate return, and that it 
was impossible for me to wait. * If your general 
sends you again, or any other person, you will tell 
him to send them directly to me; an apartment 
will always Jfc ready for them, I live out of «the 
town on purpose, for 1 am surrounded with spies : 
every motion of mine is watched.’--—Apropos, 
I replied it had escaped my memory to tell you 
of the report, that you are about to quit this town 
and return to England; you are, it it said, recall¬ 
ed by your government, and I dedaie that the 
news greatly afflicted me.— 11 It is true that stfch a 
report has prevailed, but I cannot explain the 
cause of it: some time since 1 furnished'my 
house, and havu% demanded of the upholsterer 
thq inventory ot the goods which he had supplied 
me with, it was immediately thought that I was 
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about- to take my departure ; but never fear, my 
friend, this repoit i without the least foundation. 
—He let me out hy a little secret door, and accom¬ 
panied me' to the gates of the town, telling me,'at 
me same time, that tie hoped very soon to hear 

.news from my general.’-Such were die ex- 

press ons road*- use of by Mr Drake in the con¬ 
versation which we had relative to my mission. 
The plan or letter of Mr. Drake, written in sym¬ 
pathetic ink. the letter which was addressed to 
me by the name of Lefebvre, the rercipt of the 
post-masters at Kanstndt, of the letter addr.s&cd 
to Mr. Smith, at 8-utgard, w th the four bills of 
exchange, have been sent to the Prelect.--— 
Signed!—Rose y, Adju ant-Major, Captain of the 

9th Regiment of Infantry of the Line.- Utrat- 

hm/r. Myrrh 21, 19(14 

bUMMARY^OFPOLI HCo. 

Mr* Dr a k r. -This unfot lunate gentle¬ 

man has, it seems, been ordered to quit the 
^dominions of the Elector of Bavaria, who 
has caused him to be officially informed, that 
the honour of the Elector and the welf icof 
his people have compelled him “ to declare 
“ to his excellency, Mr. Drake, that from 
“ this moment” [sec the note, p. o7Bj “ it 
“ will be impossible for him to hare any 
“ communication with his excellency 1” 
But, the most important passage in this 
note, is this: the Originals of the letters 
published by the French governments as the 
letters of Air. Drake, were , at the time ths 
note was written, in possession op the * 
elector. It was, then, rightly conjectur¬ 
ed, last week, [p. 629], that Mr. Drake 
would not thank his friends for making his 
guilt, or innocence, as to the charge of 
abetting assassination, rest upon the issue of 
an inquiry rcspectii^ the authenticity of the 
letters attributed to htm by the French.—— 

In the second report of the grand judge, Mr. 
Spencer Smith, our minister at the court of 
the Elector of Wurtemburgh, is includedin 
the charge; and, iuis stated, in Ihe French 
papers, that Mr. Smith fled from Stutgard, 
after having burnt ail his papers, while, at 
,tbe same time, Mr. Drake was fleeing from 
Munich, on foot, to avoid falling into the 
hands of a party of gens-d'armes, whom he 
understood to have left Strasburgh for the 

purpose of seizing him.- - When it was 

slated, some time ago, in the Register, that 
our ministers would be chased off the Conti¬ 
nent, Jlhe expression was used figuratively : • 
it was, onlya few months back, scarcely to be 
conceived, that British min steis at neutral 
courts would be htmd/y^hased from the do¬ 
minions ot those courts; tfflt they would 
actually be hunted home, as.bcasts of prey 
are bunted to their dens.——Nor, if we are 
to form an opinion from the second report of 
the grand judge, will this hunting be confin¬ 
ed to the tweunfortunate diplomatists above- 
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named. This high judicial person, this real 
“ truly great character,* observes to Buo¬ 
naparte, that it will be impossible for France 
'to suffer an hostile power to establish, on- 
neutral territory accredited agents, whose 
principal mission is to carry discord to the 
bosom of the republic. “ You,” says he, 
“ Citizen First Consul, are the head of a 
“ nation great enough, strong and brave 
“ enough, to obtain, as your right, an ab- 
“ solute neutrality” Then he reminds the 
Consul, who, it would seem, has a short 
memory as to these mailers, of the many in¬ 
stances in which foreign traitors and plotters 
have been driven out of* France, since the 
establishment of the consular power; and, 
though the judge does' indeed, makfi no 
mention of, or allusion to, the Irish gentle¬ 
men, of whom Lord Hawkesbury speaks, 
he roundly asserts to the First Consul, who, 
he says, dearly lovesUo hear the truth, “ that 
“ the Consul’s wish is most sincere to secure 
“ established governments against every kind 
“ of propagandas and plots. ” - ---All this, 
however, seems intended merely to prepare 
the Consul for what follows; to wit;— 
“ Why, then, should you not have a right 
“ fo demand an entire reciprocity ftom the 
“stales of the Germanic empire? Why 
“ should Munich, Stutgard, Ettenheim, and 
“ Friburg, have the right of remaining the 
“ centre of the conspiracies which England 
“ never ceases to form against France and 
“ Helvetia ?” The grand judge allows, how¬ 
ever, that “ it may be said, that England, 
“as a friendly power, has a right to send 
“ ministers to the Electors of Baden, Bava- 
“ ria and Wurlembur|libut, after hav¬ 
ing argued the matter a little, he concludes 
thus: “ Therefore, I beseech you, in the 
“ most earnest manner, and every duty I 
“ owe you, Citizen First Consul, impels me 
“ to put up the prayer, that you will take' 
“ speedy and effectual measures,, that the 
“ Wickhams, the Drakes, and the Spencer 
“ Sflkiths, may not, under whatever title or 
“ character, be received by any potaqr in 

“ friendship with France.” -if a bag of 

Mr. Drake’s guineas haddropped^ownupon 
the table before this “ truly great character,” 
I doubt whether it would not have interrupt¬ 
ed his pious invocation, if not liave .put a 
stop to his prattling altogether. But, in¬ 
deed, who does not perceive, that the {taper, 
entifled a ReportGrand Judge, is, as iti 
allslmilar cases in France and elsewhere, the 
{Adductionof the cabinet? And who does 
think, therefore,that the passages, above 
quoted, prove that it is the intention of Buo^ 
naparte not so suffer us to keep ministers, or 
diplomatic agents of any rank or description, 


in any of (he countries, over which he has 
an influence ? That such would be the con¬ 
sequence of the detecting of ME Drake’s 
little intrigues was predicted, in the Register, 
.the moment the detection was heard of: 
“ These letters,” was it observed, [p. 566], 
“ will serve strongly to corroborate the 
“ charge, which has been made against 
“ England, which will n6w be implicitly Jbe- 
“ lieved all over the Continent, and which 
“ belief will facilitate the project of the 
“ French for cutting off a connexion, even qf 
“ a formal diplomatic nature, between Eng - 
“ land and the states bordering upon France . 
“ It will draw round the latter another tier 
“ of states hostile to us; and, thus, the pro- 
“ ject of the ** safe politicians” will Anally 
“ have no other effect, than that of sinking 
“ our country still lower in the eyes of the 
“ world, while it will leave the enemy still 
“ more secure on the side of the Continent, 
“ and leave him nothing to provide for but 
“ an attack upon these islands, whenever 
“ our financial or other distresses or trou- 
“ bles shall render the time favourable lor 

“ making that attack.”-But, Lord 

Hawkesbury, the “ solid young Lord” 
Hawkesbury, has written a dlfcuiar letter 
to the foreign ministers residing in London, 
by way of answer to the circular communi¬ 
cation of Talleyrand, and the letters which 
he thereupon received from the foreign mi¬ 
nisters at Paris. This is, probably, the 
“strong means,” which, on the I6ih ulti¬ 
mo, the Doctor promised the Parliament he 
would employ for the purpose of “ convinc- 
“ ing the world of the purity of the inten- 
“ tions of himself and his colleaguesand 
it must be coidjpscci, that if temerity be a 
mark of strength, it was a strong measure 
indeed to commit the defence of the national 
character to the pen of a poor, dull, talent¬ 
less man like Lord Hawkesbury, whose un¬ 
intelligible and paltry epistle can only tend 
to decide against us those few persons who 
entertained any dbubts upon the subject. 
-To criticise every part of this perform¬ 
ance, would require more room than can be 
here allotted to it; but, there are some few 
points which must not lie overlooked.—-The 
letters, to which the solid young lord was an¬ 
swering, say nothing about the charge of in¬ 
tended assassination ; yet, it is that with 
which the solid"lord begins. And, how does 
he produce an acquittal of himself and col¬ 
leagues ? How does he “ convince the 
“ world of the purity of their intentions ?” 
In short, what does he say about this mat¬ 
ter ? *“ His Majesty has diaseted me to de- 
“ dare, that he hopes he shall not be re- 
“ duced to the necessity of repelling, with 
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« merited scorn and indignation, the atro- 
« cious and utterly unfounded calumny, that 
« the government of his Majesty has been a 
« party to plans of assassination." The so¬ 
lid lord will hardly think it unreasonable, if 
we stop here, for the purpose of Inquiring 
what this means; and, whether he really in¬ 
tended to convey an idea, that the King was 
in hopes he should not be reduced to the ne¬ 
cessity of coming forward and denying that 
his ministers had been concerned in plans of 
assassination ? And further, if the King 
should be compelled to make such denial, 
are we to understand that the King hopes, 
that he shall not be reduced to the necessity 
of making it with merited scorn and indigna¬ 
tion ? This is not cavilling: the sentence 
is utterly unintelligible thus far, and, we 
shall soon see that the remaining part of it 
only tends to increase the confusionan 
“ accusation already made, with equal false- 
“ hood and calumny, by the same authority, 
“ against the members of his Majesty’s go. 

“ vernment during the late war—-an accu- 
“ sation incompatible with the honour of 
“ his Majesty, and the known character of 
“ the British nation, and so completely de- 
“ void of any*ha<4ow of proof, that it may 
“ be reasonably presumed to have been 
“ brought forward at the present moment, 
“ for no other purpose than that of diverting 
“ the attention of Europe from the contem- 
“ plalion of the sanguinary deed, which has 
“ recently been perpetrated by the direct 
“ order of the First Consul, in France, in 
44 violation of the rights of nations, and in 
“ contempt of the laws of humanity and ho- 

“ nour.”-^Honour! lionour! “ Where 

“ got he that word, trow ?” But, with¬ 
out going into a discussion, of this curi¬ 
ous question, it must certainly be allow¬ 
ed, that the solid lord has, in this place, 
departed from that candour, for which his 
sect is so famous, as far, at least, as preten¬ 
sions go. No man can justify the deed, to 
which reference is here made; but, it is not 
true, that the charge of planning assassina¬ 
tion was preferred against the* English mi¬ 
nisters for the purpose of diverting the at¬ 
tention of Europe from the execution of the 
Duke d’Enghien, because the charge was 
preferred before that unfortunate prince was 
arrested. But, observe how an&ous these 
ministers are to draw in every one to be a 
party with them! What has their cause in 
common with that of the Duke d’Enghian ? 
And why is his death brought forward in 
their defence ? Might they not as well Jiave 
made allusion tS- thousands of royalists of 
the west, who were murdered in consequence 
of having been abandoned in the infamous 
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treaty of Atniens f Buonaparte was a veiy 
good sort of a man, notwithstanding the fate 
of those persons; Mr. Otto was caressed, 
and the porcelaine de Seve went merrily 
•round : but now, behold, the having com¬ 
mitted a murder is to deprive the French 
government of all pretension to veracity.— 
The same accusation was, says the solid 
lord, preferred against the members of his 
Majesty’s government during the late war, 
and with equal falsehood and calumny. This 
is so like the well-meaning ministry! So of 
a piece with that cuckoo cry of having done 
only what the late minister did last war, a 
cry with which the parliament arid the whole 
nation was, long hpfore the debates were 
put a stop to, completely surfeited. “ Of 
“ equal falsehood and calumny.” As much 
«-as to say, ' if we had been plotting, if we 
4 have been engaged in dirty intrigues, Pitt 
4 and the rest of them shall come in for a 
4 share along with* us, in the eyes of the 
4 whole world, and particularly in the eyes 
4 of the English rabble.’ How very dif¬ 
ferent the cases, how very unequal the ca¬ 
lumny, admitting it to be calumny in both, 
instances, I shall have occasion to notice 
hereafter.—Such an accusation, the foreign 
ministers are told, is 44 incompatible with 
*• the honour of his Majesty and with the 
44 character of the British nation;” but, sup¬ 
posing that the foreign ministers should be 
able to extract a meaning from this insuf¬ 
ferable nonsense; supposing, that they 
should be able to discover what is meant by 
an accusation bein^ incompatible with the 
honour and character»of the persons against 
whom it is made, supposing that they should 
find it to mean, that to conceive and abet 
the crime of assassination are utterly in¬ 
compatible with the honourable mind of his 
I^ajesty, and with the character of the Bri¬ 
tish nation; and, supposing that they should, 
as, indeed; they certainly will, readily ac- 
*cede to this position, what is that to the 
solid young lord and his &>lleagues ?—It is 
the British ministry , and not the King or 
the nation, against whom the accusation has 
been made? It is truly curious to observe 
how these men contrive to be nestjed in 
amongst others, to blend and confound their 
official^haracter, when they are charged with 
any folly or crime, and when hard driven 
for a defence. At other times, they are 
“ the ministers" hisMtfJtRly’s*# 4 cpr\fidential 
servants.” It is they who act; they alone; 
and this is clearly pointed out'in every word 
and gesture. But, when there is some dis¬ 
grace or calamity to account for; when in¬ 
deed, the discussion looks at all towards 
responsibility, then, it is fits Mqjcsty* it is 
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the government ; it is the notion: and, the of a public minister, towards other states 
ministry and cottfidmial servants seepi to than that to which he is accredited, “ may 
have ceased to exist. The word government “ be praiseworthy, or blameable,According 
is sometimes, but always very improperly, “ to the nature of the actions themselves; 
used instead of ministry; and we do fre- “ but theyjdo not constitute any violation of 
quenliy hear people talk of the late govern- “ his public character, except in as far as 
mentand the present government; of turn- “ they militate against the country , or the 
ing out the government, and of choosing “ security of the country, where he is accre- 
another government; of a weak government “ diled." But, to plaif, in a neutral state, 
or a strong government; of an upright go- the subversion of the government of a belli- 
vernment or a corrupt government. But, gerent state, is to commit an act of hostility 
this phraseology, which sprang up amongst against that belligerent state; and, as, to 
the footmen of people in office, has never permit, in a neutral state, an act of hostility 
spread far beyond the purlieus of Down- against one of the belligerent states, is, on 
ing-street. .The people of this kingdom, the part of the neutral state, a breach of the 
when they speak of the government, mean laws of neutrality, it follows, of course, that, 
the whole mass of authority belonging to, in consequence of such act of hostility, 
and exercised by, the King, Lords, and the neutral state is exposed to the just ven- 
Commons. Of this the Jenkinsons are well geance of the offended belligerent state; 
aware, and, therefore, when they are speak- and, therefore, the actions ot any public 
ing of charges preferred against themselves, minister so planning and plotting, in a neu- 
they talk of the government, to which' they tral state, come up fully to the solid young 
know that every one feels attached. From lord’s definition; they do “ militate against 
beginning to end of the letter of Lord “ the safety of the country where he is ac- 
Hawkesbury, neither the word ministers nor “ credited;” they amount to an offence 
ministry once occurs; but, it is to be hoped against that country, and are liable to be 
and piesumed, that so low a trick .will not punished by the sending away of the person 
have the effect of blinding the nation as to who commits them, precisely as they have 

who are the true objects of resentment.- been punished in the present instance.-- 

On tl.is part of the subject, it only remains Another ground, on which our solid young 
to be observed, that, though there is a great lord justifies the conduct of a person in*Mr. 
deal of‘bluster about the charge of plan- Drake’s situation, is, the right which every 
ning assassination, that charge is not po- belligerent power has to “ avail itself of ail 
eitively denied. These are not very “ strong “ discontents which may exist in the coun¬ 
means” of convincing the world of the pu- “ try with which it is at war.” True; this 
ritv of the intentions of the “ confidential right is unquestionable; but, then, such 

servants.”-With regard to Mr. Drake’s discontents must already sxist ; for it is by 

letters, their authenticity is not admitted ; no means allowable to use secret means of 
but, it is not rejected. A case like that of creating such discontents in the interior of a 
Mr. Drake is, however, supposed; and con- country with whom you have been in peaeje 
duct, such as is imputed to him, is justified, and friendship'; and if discontents did exist 
in contradiction to the sentiments expressed in France, previous to the interference of 
in ti.e answers given to Talleyrand’s note ministers, or their agents, that interference 

by the several foreign ministers af Paris.- is fully justifhd; but, that *ihcy did exist 

As to whether a foreign minister, accredited, has, certainly, not been proved, though, pro¬ 
to Ctaeutral state* has a right there to carry bably it may be, the next time the solid 
on plans for subverting the government of a young lord takes up his pen.—But, it 
third state, which stale is at war with his seems that bis Majesty's ministers would 
sovereign and. at peace and in amity with have refused to fulfil those duties which 
the state to which he is accredited, we have every wise and just government owes to it- 
only«to ask, 1st, whether such planning be self and to the works in general, “ if they 
an act qf hostility ; and, 2nd, whethes a neu- “ had disregarded the feelings of such of the 
tral sovereign can justly permit acts qfhosti- “ inhabitants of France as are justly discon- 
lity to he committed within his territory. If “ tented with the existing government of 
the former of thqgg. questions be answered “ that country; if they had refused to listen 
In the affirmative, and the latter in the ne- “ to the designs of such inhabitants for de- 
gative, then,. in spite of all the embarrass- “ fivering their country from the degrading 
meat, in which the confused brain of. Lord * yoke l usurpation and bondage under 
Hawkesbury can involve the question, Mr. “ Wliich it groans.”———Is^t not somewhat 
Drake has violated the rights of neutrality, late for Lora Hawkesbury, for this man of 
The solid young lord'says, that the actions Seve porcelaine, to discover* that Buonaparte 



d93] MAY 

is an usurper, and that he imposes upon 
France a degrading yoke of bondage f And, 
has not a short space of time caused a very 
considerable alteration in his opinions as to 
this matter ? “Iam asked,” said he, on the 
7 th of May, 1802, “ I am asked, whether 
** jacobin principles do not exist in as great 
“ a degree as ever in France.- I answer, 
“ that they do not exist at alU The ques- 
“ tion for us, is not, what, principles gave 
* ‘ birth to the present government, but what 
** are its principles nop. And, in that re- 
“ spect, there has been a complete change in 
“ the government of France ; the presentgo- 
“ vernment have removed every principle 
“ from which danger was apprehended, in 
“ a manner as satisfactory as the most san- 
11 guine friend of the war could desire. How* 
“ ever I may regret the fate of the House of 
“ Bourbon, yet, if it had been for nothing 
“ 'but the restoration of that House the contest 
“ would not have been carried on. Thecon- 
“ test was carried on because the order of 
“ things in France was hostile to ail esta- 

“ hlished governments.Full credit is 

“ due to the professions of the present 
“ French government, as far as regards fo- 
“ reign powar; for they have publicly asked 
“ pardon of God and man, and done every 
“ thing they can to revert to the ancient 
“ established principles of government; and 
“ their measures, in every point I have been 
“ able to view them, have that tendency ; 
“ and, it is an important consideration with 
“ reference to this peace, how far it would 
“ be prudent in us, by a continuation of the 
*’ war, to drive them again to revolutionary 
“ means, where they must abandon the sys- 
“ tem of justice and moderation which t/iey 

“ have now adopted -Lei us pause here 

for a moment to ask the solid young lord 
which of his hereditary qualities he will call 
forth to assist him in reconciling these as* 
sertions and opinions with what he has now 
advanced in defence of the “aid and assist- 
4 * ance,” given by himself and his colleagues 
“ to such of the inhabitants of France, as 
“ are jusLly discontented with the existing 
“ government of that country, for the pur- 
“ pose of delivering them from the degrad- 
“ ing yoke of usurpation and bondage under 
“ which they groan /" Will he pretend, that 
this yoke of .usurpation and bondage has 
been put upon the French people since the 
peace ? Hardly 1 Yet, it would not be safe 
to swear that such a pretext would not be 
made use of. The fact, however, issodireCtly 
the contrary, and so notorious, that he would 
obtain belief wijh no human being. But, if 
wewere to allow of the expediency of exciting 
andfomenling insurrections inFrancc now,by 
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under-hand meant, and at the same time, 
allow that it would have been dangerous to 
continue the late war for fear of exciting or 
fomenting insurrections; if we were to make 
this extraordinary acknowledgment, all we 
should then have to demand of the solid 
young lord would be to show us, that our 
right is now as good as it was then; and, 
that a treaty of peace solemnly recognizing 
the legality of the consular government, and 
of this present Consul's authority, has not at 
all altered our situation with respect to the 
sort of hostility lawfully to be carried on 
against that government and its chief. The 
treaty itself speaks plain enough: it pro¬ 
claims lasting friendship between his Ma- 
jestyand the consular government; and, lest 
any doubt should remain as to the sincerity 
.of the ministers, and of Lord Hawkesbury in 
particular, that wise young man and safe- 
politician, took an opportunity, in a dispatch 
to Us most fit and worthy representative, 
Mr. Merry, dated 10th of June, 1802, to ex¬ 
plain more at large the amicable meaning 
and effect of the treaty. “ His Majesty,” 
says he, “ would certainly consider it incon- 
w sistent with both the letter and spirit of 
“ the treaty of peace, between him and the 
“ French republic, to encourage or courue- 
“ nance arty projects that might be hostile to 
“ the present government of France . He is * 
“ sincerely desirous, that the peahe which 
“ has been concluded may be permanent, 

“ and may lead to the establishment of a sys- 
“ tem of good understanding and harmony be- 
“ tween the two cowries. With these sen 
“ timenls he is disposed to employ all the 
“ means in his powfl- to guard against any 
“ circumstance, which can have theeffect of 
“ disturbing the tranquillity that has been 
“ so happily restored.”— —Now, were these 
the proper sentimenis to be expressed to¬ 
wards a government, which was to be re¬ 
garded as jmposing a “ degrading yoke of 
, “ usurpation and bondage f" Is there a man 
of honour in the whole world, who will not 
cry shame on us for this base hypocrisy f Or 
were* we as long as it suited us, to treat Buo¬ 
naparte as a legitimate ruler; and, now that 
it is become, convenient, are we to consider 
him as an usurper ? It will, perhaps, be 
said, tjiat we did not expressly acknowledge 
the legitimacy of his power. Paltry-subter. 
fuge 1 Too paltry for any one but a safe po- 
liUcian. But if we .djfjL not expressly ac¬ 
knowledge the legitimacy of* Buhnaparte’s 
ower what wasthereasou? -Truly because 
e would not let us; because he disdained 
the idea of any adhesion of ours being neces¬ 
sary to the establishment of his authority.— 
Not only did we recognize the legality of his 
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sway by contracting with him bonds of peace 
and amity; bat, we joined him in settling 
the boundaries of other states, and the powers 
of other governments: nor did we stop here, 
for from him, and from him alone, we re¬ 
ceived the islands <j f Ceylon and Trinidad! 
Those territories -were not ceded to us by 
Holland and Spain, but by the republican 
government of France, with its present Con¬ 
sul at its head; by that very government 
which is now called an usurpation, and that 
very. Consul who is now represented as an 
usurper, and that too by the identical solid 
young lord, who negociated the cession. 
And, can it be believed, that the world will 
not despise us for this goring inconsistency? 
this shocking want of all principle ? %m 1 
told, that Holland and Spain were parties to 
the treaty ? To the definitive treaty thevo 
were, but not to the preliminaries; and. It 
was in the prelimii&nes that the cession was 
made: the definitive treaty only confirmed 
it and, indeed, it is notorious to the whole 
world, that Holland and Spain had nothing 
to do but to obey; nay, at a time when the 
definitive treaty seemed to experience some 
obstacle, and it was suggested that Holland 
and Spain might object to the cession 
made to us by France, the ministerial 
writers boasted of the all-controuling 
power qf their new friend: “ Holland and 
“ Spain,” said they, *• may grumble, but 
“ they must oheyf And these are the per¬ 
sons who are now calling in question the 
legitimacy of the repuMican government! 
These, are the persons^ who now claim a 
right to treat the Cpfcul as an usurper! 
—After ail, however, comes the general, 
the standing justification : the example of the 
late ministry. Whenever the present mi¬ 
nisters have been attacked, they have con¬ 
stantly pleaded this exafnple, and with much 
about as good reason as upon the present 
occasion. Are they told, that their mea¬ 
sure relative to the militia are unwise, their 
answer is; “ why, you had a militia last 
warthat the volunteers are too numerous, 
or are under bad regulations; “ why, you 
had volunteers last warthat their income 
tax had been shockingly managed ? “ why 
you f»ad an income tax last warthat a re¬ 
bellion broke out in Ireland in five days after 
they had declared the people of that country 
to be in a perfect state of loyalty and content; 

** why, votirhad sutebellion in Ireland last 
war.” They cannot, indeed, say, that there 
ypere any Lord Kedesdale’s letters written 
last war; but it is a wonder, that the At- 
■ tornev-General did not find a precedent, In 
<he history of the last war, even for them. 
Thcrp. is no point whatever, U P 0R which 


that gentleman has not, in rcplv to Mr. 
Windham! hammered out something from 
the last war, in order to produce an appear¬ 
ance of inconsistency in the person whom 
he was opposing. But, this has, indeed, 
been the unvarying practice of the whole of 
them; and, as is tne custom With sterile 
minds, then have hung upon it till their 
hearers are disgusted wnh the sound. Im¬ 
becility and malice are associates much more 
frequently than is generally imagined; and, 
in the divers appeals^hat have been made 
by these ministers to the example of their 
predecessors, there has, perhaps, been as 
great misrepresentation and from as bad 
motives, as ever was before heard of in the 
world; but, though I thought they had car¬ 
ried this sort of foul play to iis utmost ex¬ 
tent ; though I was decidedly of opinion 
that, in this walk, the Attorney- Genq-al 
yielded to no one but the Doctor himself, I 
must now confess that their right worthy 
colleagues in the office of foreign affairs have 

borne away the palm-“An accusation 

“ already made, with equal falsehood and 
“ calumny, by the same authority, against 
“ the members of his Majesty’s government, 

“ during the last war.”-Vhere was no 

occasion to mention this ? No examination 
took place upon the subject last war; no 
regular official charge, and, of course, no 
official contradiction. The only object of 
this remark was, to inculcate a belief 
amongst the people of this country, that, 
whatever may have been the conduct of the 
present ministers, with respect to the con¬ 
spiracy in France, it is no more than an ex¬ 
act imitation of the conduct of their prede¬ 
cessors in office, than which nothing can 
be farther from the truth, as mu-t be evi¬ 
dent to every one who gives himself a mo¬ 
ment’s time to reflect upon the vast dissimi¬ 
larity in the circumstances. During the 
last war, his Majesty’s minister were indeed, 
accused, and frequently accused, by the 
rulers of the day, of encouraging plots and 
conspiracies; but, can Lord Hawkesbury re¬ 
fer us toariy official papers that were publish¬ 
ed in proqf of such accusations ? Were any 
persons arrested with English bills of ex¬ 
change upon them ? Had we ev/sr before to 
lament the fate of persons in the situation 
of Georgqjt (whom every good and brave 
man in the World ought to lament) and his 
associates ? Were the letters of any of our 

E ujbiic ministers intercepted and published, 
tst war ? Did the ministers of all the fo¬ 
reign. powers ever, during the last war, 
unit! in expressing their abhorrence of our 
intrigues ? In short, can the solid young 
lord produce any thing to prove, that the 
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accusation against the late ministry bad as 
much probability about it as the accusation 
against the present ministers? Certainly he 
cannot. But, the important distinction is 
this: the late ministry had never recognised 
the legitimacy of the republican government , 
whereas the present ministers have made 
and put upon indelible record (hat recogni¬ 
tion- The late "ministry had with respect 
to the republic and her chief, rights which 
the present ministers have not: the former 
had, at all times, the right to act against the 
ruler or rulers of France as against usurpers; 
the latter have, as we have already seen, no 
such right, unless the law of nations per¬ 
mits them to consider a government as legi¬ 
timate while it is engaged in ceding islands 
to them, and as usurped, the moment that 
cession is com pleated. Therefore, though 
ihff accusation against the late ministers was 
the same as against the present ministers, 
yet, it is not true to describe it as charac¬ 
terized with “ fi/ual falsehood and calumny,” 
which is the same thing as to say, that, 
in both cases it was “ equally true and 
just an assertion totally unfounded, and, 
us has been already observed, dictated by 

the most contemptible of motives.-In 

taking leave of this standing state-paper, 
this curious specimen of the dark and the 
dull, of vulgar sophistry and common-place 
recrimination, one comforting reflection 
presents itself, and that is, that we have 
now some reason to hope, that no other 
stale-paper will ever come from the same 
pen. Gracious God ! when shall we wash 
asvay the disgrace written upon our fore¬ 
heads by that pen ! -r 

The Budget. —This annual visitation of 
flattering falsehood, has jus# made its ap¬ 
pearance for the present year. The Doctor 
brought it forward on Monday, the 30th ul¬ 
timo, with just as little shame and as much 
assurance as if all his estimates and predic¬ 
tions of last year had been verified. If lie' 
spoke truth, respecting the produce of the 
revenue, then are my statements of the two 
last weeks (see p. 377 and 609) extremely 
false. It is useless to go over those calcula¬ 
tions again: it is useless to repeat them in 
detail, but j here positively assert them to 
be true, and, of course, 1 positively assert, 
that the Doctor’s statements are fUse. The 
question embraces many heads; each of 
these branches out into many inferiorpoints; 
a great number of accounts must be referred 
to; and, indeed, to terminate the dispute, 
to place it beyond the power of embajrass* 
ment and misrfpresentation is impossible, 
because it, in some measure, depends upon 
future events. But, if we judge, as, in all 
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such cases, we ought to judge, of the un¬ 
known by the known ; if, of two -persons, 
we ought to believe him whose predictions 
have proved true,and to disbelieve him whose 
'predictions, as to the same matter, have 
proved false; if we adopt this principle, the 
Budget furnishes materials whereby to de¬ 
cide between the Doctor and me; seeing that 
there are three points, in which there is no 
room for subterfuge, alul in which the pre¬ 
sent Budget completely contradicts the last; 
to wit; 1st..the Surplus of the Consolidated 
Fund; 2nd. the amount of tour expenditure; 
3d. the amount of the loan .—In the last 
year’s Budget, the Surplus of ’the Consoli¬ 
date^ Fund was estimated at 6,500,0001. in 
this year's Budget, it is acknowledged to 
have yfclded only 5,KXyX)0l. In the last 
' year’s Budget, the future annual loan was 
stated at 6,000,0001. in this year’s Budget, 
we are informed, that a loan of 14,500,0001. 
has Wen contracted for; and, though we 
are told, that 4,500,0001. of this sum is for 
the service of Ireland, yet, we know, that 
Great Britain must pay the interest of the 
whole; and, even deducting the Irish part, 
there are ten million^ borrowed instead of 
six. In the last year’s Budget, the annual ex¬ 
penses of the war were stated at 26,000,0001. 
they are, in this year’s Budget, stated at 
36,000,0001.—-But, let sis hear the very 
words that tbe'i?octor made use of last year: 
—“ The committee will perceive that the 
“ great object I have in view is to raise a 
“ large part of thl|Supplies within the year. 
“ The extent to wiich I wish to carry this 
“ principle is this, that there shall be no in- 
“ crease whatever of the Public Debt during 
“ the course qf the jvar. In the first place it 
“ will be necessary to ascertain the proba- 
“ ble amount of th$ annual charges of the 
V war, and then to make provisions for car- 
“ rying on a vigorous and even protracted 
t “ contest , Without making any greater addi- 
* w tion to the public debt than what will 
“ be annually liquidated by the Sinking 
“ Fifhd. The annual charge of the war, 
(( unless demands should be made upon us 
“ by the intervention of foreign powers who 
“ may wish to make a common causf with 
“ us, I think will not exceed twenty six mil- 
“ lions. I do not deny that this is a great, 
“ an enormous sum, but certainly not 
“ greater than the object for which we have 
“ now to contend.' TP then tlje Houstt 
“ think fit to adopt the measure 1 am now 
*' proposing, if I am right in my estimate 
“ of the grouting product; of the Consoli- 
“ dated Fund, which I have considered at 
** about six millions and a half r and if my 
“ calculation of the annual taxes he <?>rrect, 
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“ which I have estimated at 12 , 500 , 0001 . 
“ but which for this purpose I will only take 
“ at 10,000,0001. there will only remain a 
*• sum of 6,000,0001. to be borrowed, which 
will be more than covered by the Sinking 
“ Fund, which now produces considerably 
** more than six millions. The growing 
u uroduce of the Consolidated Fund is also 
**nikdy to increase, unless we are again vi- 
" sited by those calamities with which the 
** country has been afflicted. If then my 
* 4 calculations are correct, we slxali be able 
44 to meet a War Expenditure of twentv-six 
“ millions without any increase to the Pub- 
“ lie Debt, an object so desirable that nodif- 
“ ferenceof opinioncan'beentertaineckipon 
“ the subject. I trust, therefore, this sys- 
tern will be adopted; it is one which nas 
M been before tried, and of which the effect 
“ is known; it lias*, inspired confidence at 

“ home and created resppet abroad.- ? But 

“ the pecuniary effect is not all, it will be a 
“ difference in another respect, the differ. 
** euee between a temporary and a perma- 
M nent tax: it will have another effect also, 
'* that of convincing the enemy of this 
“ country, that it is hopeless for him to con- 
“ tend with our finances, that it is not in 
44 his power to affect us in that respect 
• “ it will have a still farther effect, that of 
“ convincing the other powers of Europe, 
“ that they may safely joirf with us in a 
“ common cause of resistance against the 
“ common enemy, for tttit the resources of 
“ this-country are such /& to give fullsecu- 
“ rity for the punctuaLllischarge of any cn- 
44 gagement it may enter into, and this is an 
“ object for which I have in view some pro- 
“ visions.”-—Now, all this is proved to be 
false. The “ throwing produce of the Con¬ 
solidated Fund” ha; groyvn, according to the 
Doctor’s own account, from 6,500,0001. to 
5,000,OOol. though we have not been visited 
by scarcity, and though, indeed,' we have 
had three such years of plenty, and three 
such harvests as England never before saw 
follow in uninterrupted succession, ad ad¬ 
vantage of vast importance to the financial 
concerns of the country.—There has been a 
loan ofl 4*500,0001. instead of 6,000,0001. 
for, as to attributing 4,500,0001. of this sum 
to Ireland, what is that to us, so long*as we 
are to pay the interest: besides, there has 
been another loan ofj,500,0001. made in 
Ireland, quite as gffilt as that country can 
bear; and who ever before heard of raising 
a loan of 6,000,0001. for Ireland. In short, 
what must be the man who can derive any 
comfort from the reflection that Ireland is 
compelled to borrow four-times as great a 
#um m* it cau obtain credit for, four. 


times as much as its income will be taken 
in pledge for.--—There is an increase of 
the public debt this year, contrary to the pro¬ 
mises of the Doctor, and the annual interest 
upon that increase will, he.tells us, amount 
to 736,0001. in spile of the alleviating ope¬ 
rations of the Sinking Fund.*—The war 
expenditure for Great-Britain alone is, he 
now says, thirty six, instead of twenty- 
six, millions, though no “ demands have 
“ been made upon us by foreign powers 
“ wishing to make a common cause with 
“ us;” unless,indeed,weadmitMessjEuas 
Rosiv and Meheb de Latouche to be fo¬ 
reign powers! In my statement of the annual 
expenditure of the country, during the pre¬ 
sent war, I reckoned the total at60,000,000l. 
My words were these : “ We cannot es'i- 
“ mate the expenditure of the present and 
“ every future year, even of this sort of 
u warfare at less than 60,000,0001. Thcre- 
“ fore, however the Doctor may defer his 
14 loans, by whatever art he may hide from 
44 our eyes the path to bankruptcy, the 
“ loans must come at last, or, in one shape 
44 or another, the national debt, or rather, 
44 the amount to be annually paid by the 
44 people on the amount of debt, must go 
44 on increasing-” Sixty millions was be¬ 
neath the mark. The supplies amount to 


* Upon this subject and by way of com¬ 
ment on what I have before said as to the 
inefficacy of the fund, an essay has been 
ublished in a Cornwall paper, which has 
een forwarded to me, perhaps by way of 
challenge, I will insert it in my next sheet, 
and, in the mean-time, I beg leave to as¬ 
sure the author, that I really am 44 an En- 
“ glishman though I do not happen to 
believe it to be a good thing to make the 
people pay 25,000,0001. a year in taxes, in 
order to support the holders of stock, while 
those holders do not pay a million. - -- ■■ I 
'have also received another paper, in which 
the writer endeavours to convince me of 
the reality of the reduction produced by the 
Sinking Fund; and, this person is kind 
enough to illustrate his doctrine by the case 
of a mortgager who applies a certain part 
of his income to clear off his mortgage. I 
am much obliged to this gentleman; but, 
besides thal he admits all that I was anxious 
to impress upon the minds of my readers, 
I am utterly astonished, that he should, 
have thought his illustration at all applica¬ 
ble. I am not sorry, however, that the 
appliaation has been made, because it 
opens to me what I now find to be the 
chief source of those funding notions which 
I cannot but regard as erroneous. 
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36,200,0001. and the charge on account of 
debt will, this year, in one way or another 
amount to more than 26,000,0001. So that, 
the total annual expenditure, according to 
the Doctor’s present statement, will be 
more than 62,000^3001. And this, observe 
makes no provision for offensive war; no 
provision for subsidies ; except as was be¬ 
fore observed, to our faithful allies Mons. 
Kosey and Dc Latouche. It will cost ussixty- 
.two millions a year to live in a state of siege! 
Sixty-two millions a year just to keep our 
heads out of the yoke. And yet, the Doctor 
has the assurance to tell us, that we can sup¬ 
port a contest of this sort of any duration, 

" without making any addition to the na- 
“ tionai debt.” The. whole annual income 
of the nation is 38,000,0001. and its annual 
expenditure 60,000,0001. Shift the items 
how»hc will, this is the fact; a fact which 
stands recorded in the accounts laid before 
Parliament, and which, therefore, if those 
aptaunts art. not false, cannot be denied.—- 
Yet 1 shall be reminded, that the monied 
men have no scruple to lend even to the Doc¬ 
tor, and that loans are made upon as “ good 
“ terms,” as ever; and I shall be further 
reminded, that, notwithstanding the state of 
Ireland, political and (economical, notwith¬ 
standing the issue of three and sixpenny 
notes, the loan for Ireland has been made 
upon “terms extremely advantageous”— 
yes, that is the phrase, " extremely advan- 
“ tageous to the public anti profitable to 
“ the contractor.” Happy chapmen ! both 
gain. Fortunate gamesters ! both win. 
By what miserable means this deception is 
kept up! Qur children $rhen they grow 
Up, will blush for the stupidity of their 
fathers. When the bubble fcas burst, we 
ourselves, even the most doltish amongst us, 
shall wonder how we could so long have 
been deluded so naked a deceit. “ Ad- 
“ vantageous terms” indeed ; What is 
there m the whole transaction, as far as 
the government and the jobbers are con¬ 
cerned, but an exchange of paper? Not 
a single house or a field is sold for the 
purpose of lending the money to govern¬ 
ment. Finally there come real riches, in 
one shape or another, to be expended by the 
government, though not to the nominal 
amount of the loan, nor any thing|pear it; 

. but as to the immediate contractors, they 
-deal in paper, and ihe paper they take is 
ju.'t as good as the paper they give. Muoh 
is done too by a dextrous handing backward 
and forward of the several sorts of govern¬ 
ment paper; uudf.it is by no means impro¬ 
bable, that the " public,” w ho always makes 
such an “ excell- nt bargain,” does not re¬ 
ceive of bond fide riches much above hqlf 


the amount of what it pays interest for. 
Those, therefore, who refer to the readiness 
of the Jews to lend to government, as being 
a proof of the capability of the nation to con¬ 
tinue paying the annual charge on account 
of debt, should recollect, that in the first 
place, the Jews give paper for paper, one 
sort of which is jnst as good as the other, 
and always must be so, because both rest 
upon the same foundation. And, secondly, 
it should be remembered, that the loan 
Jews, like the razor-making Jew of Peter 
Pindar, make their loans to sell. It is a mere 
game at haza rd; b ut the principles of which 
game are so wNfeanderstood by them, that, 
take oqe chanceanother, they are sure 

to win.-But, the serious view of this 

subject is on the side of the war with France. 
That war cannot be carried on for more 
than five years, if we continue to pay the 
present annual charge on account of debt. 
If, therefore, the enemy should not take 
compassion upon us, he has nothing to do 
but to keep us, for five years, in our present 
way of going on; for at the end of that 
time, we must, in my opinion, stop paying 
the interest of. the debt, or we must make 
peace on the enemy’s own terms ; the for¬ 
mer of these is called national bankruptcy, 
and the latter may be called national slavery; 
which latter will, too, soon prod see the 
former; so tha^even the last degree of 
submission will noWsave the funds. Am I 
asked for my remewr ? I know of none. Am 
I then asked why not hold my tongue ? 

nd every man’s duty, 


Because it is my dut 
to endeavour to prep, 
trial that awaits it, 


e country for the 
^Calamities, when they 


come unexpected, conte with double weight. 

1 hope, and I trust, that we shall survive the 
threatened storm ; that the monarchy will 
copie out of it -stronger than ever. There 
wants nothing but wisdom and courage in 
the government. But, on the other hand, 
tfial want, if it should exist at the time, will 
most assuredly annihilate us as an indepen¬ 
dent nation. In order to form an opinion 
as to the probable issue of the present con¬ 
test, we should first inquire what probability 
there is of Buonaparte’s remaining at, the 
head of the French government for five years 
longer ;* and if it be likely that he will re¬ 
nt un for that time, or that the government 
will exist so long, the next question is, is it 
wisest for the Consul, (YfT’his successor,) to 
pioduce the destruction of the^ public funds 
in this country, by a continuation of the 
war; or, to make use of our love of the 
funds in order to impose on us such terms 
of peace as shall, in a very short space of 
time, compel us toyiHd without a struggle ? 
This question has, 1 dare say, been discussed 
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ten thousand times, ifttbd consular cabinet, 
and tbedeterminaticm will greatly depend 
upon the opinion Vhich is there entertained. 
as to the effect,w&fch would be produced in 
this country by the destruction of the funds'. 

Irish Cumiency. -On this subject, 

which is, indeed, a very important one, I 
beg leave to referthe reader to a letter in 
p. 641. The measures taken by the Irish 
government, and the’consequences of those 
measures, have turned out to be precisely 
what 1 apprehended : little notes, so low as 
Ss. fid. have been issued. Dollars have also 
been issued, and, as it was foretold, at a rate 
much above their sterlingr/ame. They were, 
it seems, issued, at at the ratq of six 
skillings English, but, they were afterwards 
lowered to Jive and sixpence English; so 
that each dollar is worth sixpence more fti 
Ireland than it is,worth in England; or, to 
speak more correctly, it will purchase six- 
pennyworth more of *bank paper; which 
amounts to the same thing as to say, that the 
Irish bank paper has depreciated ten per 
centum lower than the English bank paper, 
the latter having depredated only ten per 

centum.-The issuing of small notes has 

produced the effect which was anticipated ; 
a sudden rise in the price of the necessaries 
of life : meat, in tbe space of ten days, rais¬ 
ed from 0d. to 1 Id., and otherthings in pro¬ 
portion. The small paperfr*s, it seems,been 
issued by private peVdbns. It is not, of 
course a legal tender jfibut, without law to 
belp it, it will not lcaMitand; and the mo¬ 
ment the law is applifitl to it, it becomes as¬ 
signats, and all the^mlequences follow_ 

But I must beg tbe reader to turn to the let¬ 
ter of my correspondent, to whom I am very 
much obliged, and who will be astonished 
to find, that, until hisjetter was received the 
public here were as ignorant of what passed 
. «i Dublin, relative to the currency, as they 
were of what had been passing \n the moon. 
- — As somewhat appertaining to this sub¬ 
ject, I will justobserve here, that, in a letter, 
which I h*ve received upon the subject of 
dollars, and which letter will be inserted in 
the next sheet, the writer seems to think that 
the advance in the current value of the dollar 
is no proof of the depreciation of bank pa¬ 
per. Perhaps he will, in course efa day or 
two, favour me with a post-script to his let¬ 
ter, accounting for the still higher advanre 
in the current valWe of the dollar in Ireland, 
and tracing that advance to some cause 
other than that of a depreciation in the bank 
paper. t 

India.———■ On the 3d instant votes of 


.[701. 

d, in both Houses of Parliament, 
!a*quis of Wellesley furit; then, 
to Lord Clive, Mr, Duncan, General Lake, 
Major Generals St. John and Wellesley j 
mid, also to all the officers, non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, and privates, of the armies in 
India. In the House of Peers, no objection 
was made (o the motion for thanks; but, in 
the House of Commons Mr. Fox moved the 
previous question, but the House did not 
divide upon it. The ground of Mr. Fox's 
opposition was, that, by this vote, the chief 
merit of the campaign was ascribed to Lord 
Wellesley, who nad no more to do with it 
than the Admiralty had to do with the vic¬ 
tory gained by Lord Howe.-This ob¬ 

jection was certainly quite sufficient, but, 
that which was urged by Mr. Francis was 
still stronger, to wit; that this vote would 
commit the House as to the merits fit de¬ 
merits of Lord Wellesley in going to war 
at all, particularly for the purpose of making 
conquests, an act which, as Mr. Francis ob¬ 
served, must not only.be impolitic, but di¬ 
rectly contrary to a positive law. It is now 
nearly two months, that Mr. Francis made 
a motion, in order to obtain information as 
to the origin of the present war in India, 
and to enable the House to judge of its jus¬ 
tice or injustice. That motion the minis¬ 
ters opposed *, upon the ground, that they 
were not in possession of the information 
required. They still say, they are not in 
possession of it ; but yet they call upon 
Parliament to vote thanks, though, as far as 
the Parliament know, censure, instead of 
thanks, may be merited. There is nobody 
who says, and, perhaps, nobody who thinks, 
that Lord Wellesley does deserve censure ; 
but, the law*says, that no Governor Gene¬ 
ral of India shall go to war for the purpose 
of making conquests. Lord Wellesley has 
gone to war, and has made conquests; and 
without any information as to the justice or 
necessity of the war, the Parliament are 
called upon to vote thanks to the Governor 
General, of whose conduct, as to this war, 

| they .know nothing, except that it exhibits 
a manifest departure from the letter of the 
law. But this is the way in which Parlia¬ 
ment is committed upon alKsuch matters; 
and if it should finally turn out, that the 
war hdb been undertaken without just 
grounds, whoever attempts to obtain a le¬ 
gislative inquiry, will be silenced in a mo- 
ifient by a reference to this vote of thanks. 

■ - - « _ . 

**See Cobbett’s Parliamentary Debates, March 
14, 1804, p. 86.5. 
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way j for Germany is ode of the gfeatest 
markets for our manafaetores; and from 
Russia we draw many raw material?, as well 
the necessary articles for the use of the 
navy. Important as this alliance was, which 
formed a new sera in the system of Europe, 
it did not attract the attention of our ad¬ 
ministration. But the government of 
Erance, however weak it may have been 
is other respects, and at that time it cer¬ 
tainly was not able, has always possessed an 
Uncommon quickness of feeling, and given 
A surprising attention to the foreign affairs 
of that country. It has been surmised, that 
even before the definitive treaty of peace 
was -igned, the. cabinet of Ven«*Ues sound¬ 
ed flu* shoit-lived administrjplnnof that day, 
tesp. ding an alliance to oppose the designs 
of tire Imperial Courts, which afterwards 
produced a soi t of joint mediation in the 
convention between Russia and the Porte. 
Although our ministry had not had even 
Common political perception, the decided 
part that Fiance took in favour of the Porte 
might have put Mr. Put upon his guaid, for 
the wounds were still fresh, which proved 
that the interests of Trance and England aie 
seldom in unison. But there was nothing 
Jn the eaily pait of Mr. Pitt’s administration 
that shewed that he had ever be towed a 
thought on the general affairs of Europe, 
ifbr did he take any part in them, till foiccJ 
into action‘by the purposed exchange of 
Bavaua. Considering the ey 'flange of Ba¬ 
varia as distinct from othei /trcumstances, it 
■was favoutahle to the views, of England ; it 
gave Austria a territory connected with the 
other hereditary dominion^ for a distant one 
that was rather hurt,’- 'TfJoale than advanta¬ 
geous. Another question, however, arose 
respecting it, whether it would be prudent 
to* allow the Netherlands, as the barrier 
of Holland, to pass into the hands of a 
powei that was not able to defend them ? 1 
Rut, as this in a political light is, now no 
more, and as it formed no part of the 
motives of Mr. Pitt’s conduct at that time, 
it does nqt enter into the merits of his 
administration. This project alarmed *the 
King of Prussia, who immediately set 
on foot the German league, under the spe¬ 
cious prrtext of preserving the constitution 
of the empire, but in fact merely to prevent 
any accession to the house of Austna. The 
schemes in which the Emperor had been 
.constantly engaged, ijjjde several of the 
pnnu s ol the rejoin it, and, among the 
first, it was si|ncd by the regency of Ha¬ 
nover. There is little doubt that that treaty 
was concluded without consulting, and al-, 
most without the knowledge of. the English 
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ministry: lnd it been strictly rs&aonant with 
the political relations of Great-Btitain, that 
was not very Battering to Mr. Pitt, whose 
boast it was that he was the minister of the 
crown; or had Hanover been considered by 
^ther nations as a separate state, unconnect¬ 
ed with British politics or British alliances, 
it might have been some extenuation of the 
neglect and contempt shewn to an English 
minister, thafc so humble a satellite of the 
English throne should have taken the lead in 
the most important affairs of the continent, 
but when, on the other hand, it was regard¬ 
ed by them as a clear declaration of the sen¬ 
timents of the presiding influence of this 
government, it requited no small attachment 
to office to remain m administration ; Mr. 
Pitt, however, not only submitted to the in¬ 
dignity, but servilely followed the path that 
,had thus been maiked out foihim. Theeffects 
were not long in appearing; the emperor 
prohibited, or loaded with heavy dnties, Ihe 
importation of many of oni manufactures, and 
the Empress of Russia refused to renew the 
commeicial treat) These symptoms of re¬ 
sentment were dexlrously taken advantage 
of by the cabinet of Versailles) some hints 
thrown out by them were secured by our 
ministry; the travelling nfrgonatoi of that 
day, who felt himself more agreeably situ¬ 
ated at a foreign court than in the house of 
commons, was dispatched to Pans, where 
he concluded the commercial treaty, which 
blinded the trading interest to the discou¬ 
ragement that our commerce experienced in 
the channels in which nought tohave flowed, 
It wasfaifiom being well tecened mFrance, 
and the tieaty itself was soon forgotten ; it 
would have been fortunate if the effects of it 
had shared the sanwfate. Only twice since 
the revolution has England listened to the 
amicable professions of Frauce 5 once from 
the pacific Fleury, when that crafty priest, 
by takmgadvantage of tbecoolnesson the part 
of the court of Vienna, secured the quiet 
|, possession of Lorrain ; and next at 4 the time 
of the commercial treaty, which had a con¬ 
siderable share in separating us from power¬ 
ful allies, whose friendship we ought to have 
cultivated, and whom France wanted to de¬ 
press : that treaty was hardly signed, and was 
not explained, before the appearance of 
union between materials so heterogeneous 
had vanished. In Holland, France was con¬ 
nected witM the republican party that had for 
several years been subverting the authority 
of the Stadtholder. Prussia, from family al¬ 
liances, and England both fiom that cause 
and political ties, were strongly attached to 
the faspily of Orange. The com t of Berlin, 
before the death ol Frederic the Great, had 
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made rtropjj remonstrance* irt favour of the 
Stallholder, and his successor was not less 
warmly attached to his cause ; having pre¬ 
vailed upon our administration to engage in 
the undertaking, he made use of force, and 
the motions of the Duke of Brunswick were 
'to expeditious and decisive, that the Prince's 
authority was soon re-established, and the 
republican government overthrown. Prance 
made some appearance of'oppositiou, but 
from the great embarrassment of the finances 
at that time, it is probable never intended to 
run the risk of a war upon that account. 
That court, however, by no means regarded 
that revolution favourably; but llie court ot 
Berlin ran very little risk by giving tempo¬ 
rary umbrage to France, for, while the courts 
of Vienna and Petersbuigh were in alliance, 
Prussia was a necessary ally.——The Turk¬ 
ish war that had been so long impending at 
Lwtrbroke out. There never was a time in 
which the proceedings of the British cabinet 
were of so much importance : from the tem¬ 
porary ioactivity of France, occasioned by 
the internal situation of that country, the in¬ 
fluence of Great Britain was almost decisive 
of the affairs of Europe. Such an opportu¬ 
nity had never occurred ot ratsing a force 
sufficient to counterbalance the power of the 
house of Bourbon. From the resentment 
that the allies had shewn on the first appear¬ 
ance of the connexion of England with 
Prussia and France, there cannot be a doubt 
that any overtures on our part, towards a 
friendly intercourse, would have been re¬ 
ceived with avidity ; but it was soon seen 
that our administration continued to act un¬ 
der the same influence as before. The King 
of Sweden, desirous of military fame, and 
thinking the time favourable for recovering 
the former losses of that kingdom, declared 
war against Russia; the Court of Copen¬ 
hagen to fulfil their engagements with the 
Empress attacked Swedeu; our ministiy 
joined Prussia, in espousing the canse of the 
latter, and by repeated menaces compelled* 
the former to desist. In the North, as well 
as the South, Mr. Pitt leverssd our former 
connexions; he threatened t& attack Den¬ 
mark, in defence of Sweden, that was the 
pensioner of France and the Porte. Over¬ 
awing Denmark shewed the intentions of the 
courts of Berlin and London, but was of lit¬ 
tle consequence in deciding the principal 
point. However desirous Prussia might be 
of stopping the progress of the Imperial 
arms, the force of that kingdom wa% by 
no means equal to the last in the com¬ 
mon course of affairs ; and they .would 
probably have Accomplished their designs 
on the Turkish empire, without opposi¬ 


tion, if the impolitic innovations of the Em¬ 
peror had not excited discontents in almost 
every part of the Austrian dominions. They 
had arrived to so great a height that peace 
became necessary to allay them, which en- 
cqurgged Prussia to enter into that alliance 
with our court, the real object of which was 
to compel both powers to restore ail their 
conquests, and dissolve the alliance that had 
been formtd between them. This was po 
doubt good policy in France and Piussia ; 
but Eugland could have no indue emeui 
u hatever to join in it. It is needless to talk 
of the conquest and partition of the Turkish 
empire :_th c satraps of the court of Petera- 
burgh, SflflHhe favourites of Catherine, had 
formerly southed her vauity with idle 
dreams of a triumphal march to Constan¬ 
tinople, and seating a prince on the thinne 
of Byzantium ; they had been assiduously 
re-echoed by the court of Versailles to ex¬ 
cite the jealousy of ttte rest of Europe, but the 
iongress of Focfcani hid dissipated these airy 
visions ; and, ip the last Turkish war, the in¬ 
tentions of the allies were distinctly an¬ 
nounced as soon as demanded. They were 
confined to the count)ies north of the Da¬ 
nube, with a small part of Bosnia, Servia, 
and Croatia, of which the principal part, 
Moldavia and Walachia, were not to be in¬ 
corporated with their dominions, but erected 
into dependant piincipah'ies. There was in 
this nothinjrthat changed the relative state 
of those entires with the rest of Europe, 
that gave thcnlany new jnlet into Asia, or 
any new cotnnLna over the Mediterranean, 
and nothing tlureould affect any interest of 
Great-Britain. from making Austria 

too powerful, it by means brought that 
house to a level with that of Bourbon ; 
had the views of the imperial courts extended 
much farther, and included the whole of 
these provinces *anJ the adjoining one, it 
would not materially have altered the state 
of the case. But a minister of Great-Britain 
to overlook the power of France, and dis¬ 
arm the enemies of that nation from an ap¬ 
prehension of future revolutions beyond 
Hsemus or Caucacu®, was like a man walk¬ 
ing over a precipice immediately before 
him from a dread of stumbling into a ditch 
at a distance But however small the pre¬ 
tensions of Mr. Pitt might be to fame from 
the nature of the contest into which he had 
entered, still there were laurels to wiu in 
the execution. Thwalana^ which had been 
occasioned by the incessant and abortive 
projects of the Emperor Jo&ph, bad subsided 
at his death. Saxony had deserted the Ger- 
•man league, and other Princes of the Enp-. 
pire regarded it very coolly; it was no hum- ” 
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ble undertaking in a minititer of this conn* 
try, however favourable the circumstances 
might be, to engage tp support the petty 
principalities of Prussia, Hesse, and Han¬ 
over, with the assistance of Sweden in giv¬ 
ing law to Austria and the empire of Rus¬ 
sia. The greatest part of the Russian 
troops being engaged on the southern fron¬ 
tiers of the empire, Sweden had carried on 
a petty war on the borders of Finland wi;h 
various success. The King, at last, made a 
*■ -descent in Russian Finland, apparently 
without any determinate design, for no valid 
reason could be given for suchaj^expedi- 
tion, except that of enablingmi'm to take 
the Russian positions in .the rear; this 
did not attempt to any extent, but remain¬ 
ed in the gulph of Hybourg (ill he was 
blocked up by the Russian fleet. Our ad¬ 
ministration in their fluctuations between 
arming and disarming had a sufficient force 
and sufficient time to have sent it to relieve 
him; ten or twelve line of battle ships 
would probably have changed the face of 
affairs in the Baltic; but the squabble re¬ 
specting Nootha Sound happening at that 
time, although there was a certainty, that 
In the then state of France, Spain had very 
‘ little, or, at most, a very distant prospect of 
assistance, yet our ministry were seized 
with affright, and did not send a single ship 
to disengage him j the consequence of which 
was. that the king was obliapa to submit to 
such terms as the court of Ptersbuigh chose 
to dictate, and from that/ay Sweden be¬ 
came little more than a pf wince of Russia. 
In this Mr. Pitt did a more es¬ 

sential service than if he had yielded to her 
all her Turkish conquests, and certainly a 
much greater piejudice to the rest of 
Europe; for, however desyreable it might be 
to see Russia a powerful state, it never could 
be so to give the court of Petersburgh the 

Command of the Baltic.-Before the death 

of the Emperor Joseph, large bodies of Prus¬ 
sian troops,had been collected on the fron¬ 
tiers of Bohemia and Moiavia, and the Aus¬ 
trian forces h3d begun to file from the 
Turkish provinces to that quarter; at his 
death the Netherlands were m open rebel¬ 
lion, and a body of Prussian troops in West- 

{ ihalia ready to support them Hungary was 
ifrM tate of commotion, and a considerable 
fermentation prevailed in other parts of the 
Austrian dominSiVfis; Ki§successor’s election. 
Hi emperor, him .not been secured ; and the 
affairs of France and the situation of the 
Queen had begun to engage his attention. 
So many powerful reasons against entering 
Into a new waf determined the cabinet of 
Vienna <o submit to beat on the terms 


proposed. The two principal, articles of 
this treaty will give a pretty just idea of 
Mr. Pitt's discernment in foreign affaire. 
By one thecourt of Vienna, after a strenuous 
opposition, was obliged to dissolve the al¬ 
liance with the court of Petersburgh; by the 
other, Austria was deprived of the fortresses 
of the Danube and Hungary, laid open to 
the irruptions of all the savages of the Tur¬ 
kish empire whenever France or Prussia 
chose to have the Austrian armies called 
back from the defence of the empire. From 
another article too, an opinion may be formed 
of the disinterested attachment of his ally 
to the Porte, Austria was still allowed to 
acquire, on the side of Turkey, provide*) 
Prussia received a compensation in-Silesia. 
The Empress of Russia, though deprived of 
Bef ally, was not to be driven from her pur¬ 
pose ; as that ally was no longer to papule 
of the spoils, she contracted her claims, but 
persisted in retaining what she had demand¬ 
ed at the time of the last convention with 
the Porle; Oczackow and the adjacent ter- 
ntory. Prussia threatened, and Mr. Pitt 
equipped a fleet; but how that fleet was to 
compel the Empress to submit it would pro¬ 
bably be necessary to have recourse to him¬ 
self to explain. At the commencement of 
a war with France it was necessary to pre¬ 
pare a fleet with the utmost expedition, to 
insure our superiority at sea, but on that 
occasion no danger was to be appiehended 
from dial quarter, as he was at that moment 
fighting the battles of France. Russia bad no 
foieign possessions, very little shipping, ex¬ 
cept a fleet which could only leave their own 
ports to add to the (# number of the Biilisb 
navy; and, perhaps, he did not expect him¬ 
self, that it woujd penetrate up the Neva, or 
the Palus Moeotis It is probable, that he 
had never thought of the difficulty of the 
undertaking in which he had engaged, for 
the only way in which he codld have acted 
‘offensively against Russia was by hiring 
German troops, and no siep had been taken 
for that purpose; when, finding the Em¬ 
press resoiutej the measure very unpopular 
out of doors, and the minority increasing in 
Parliament, he dispatched a gentleman to 
notify to thecourt of Berlin, tbjst be was to 
give up the point, and to inform the Em¬ 
press, that/since she was determined not to 
yield to Him he must yield to her. It 
was the lofty and magnanimous maxim of 
theiancient Romans to spare those who sub¬ 
mitted, and to compel those who resisted j 
Mr. Pitt adopted the converse of the pro- 
posi&n as more easy and sgfe; to take evety 
thing from those who submitted, and to 
leave those in possession who were resolved 
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to defend it.——When Mr. Pitt came into 
pffice a new combination of the power! of 
Europe had taken place, which promised to 
restore that stability and permanency which 
had been lately endangered. Though the ob¬ 
ject was great, never was the task of an 
English minister more easy, nothing mere 
was required than to shew that he was Fa¬ 
vourably disposed towards it; no force, no 
exertion was necessary, while France_ was 
ont of' the held. From the time that he 
entered into administration till the end of 
the Turkish war, there was no part of his 
conduct that indicated that he ever had an 
idea that comprehended the general system 
of Europe. He received his first lesson in 
foreign affairs from a corner of Germany, 
nor do his views seem ever to have expand¬ 
ed beyond the narrow circle in which they 
werefoimed. In defence of Sweden he 
treated Denmark with hostility j territied'by 
•w^hantom, he laid Sweden prostrate at the 
feet of Russia; he dissolved an alliance npon 
which the security of Europe depended ; he 
stripped without mercy, and laid open the 
dominions of Austria; when called upon to 
enforce the remaining objects of his treaty 
of alliance, he deserted his preceptor, and 
allowed himself to be vanquished by the 
firmness of a woman ; he reduced Europe to 
a chaos in which every germ of a general 
system was destroyed, and all confidence in 
national fatth, treaties, or alliances, totally 
lost. Mr. Pitt shewed considerable talents 
fbr political economy ; he might have di¬ 
rected the plough and the shuttle to advan¬ 
tage, but Mr. Pitt taking the helm at a time 
when a new system of Europe was to be 
consolidated, was Oropbale leaving her dis¬ 
taff to try to wield t^e club of Hercules.— 
Camillus. 

BANK DOLLARS. 

StR,—When I submitted to you a few 
observations respecting the price of dollait, 
it appears, that I was so unfortunate as not 
to make myself understood. Upon ,*he 
question, whether the currency of this coun¬ 
try was depreciated or^ not, it was not my 
intention to have offered »an opinion. I 
aimed only at convincing you, that in your 
own reasonings upon this question,' you had 
done wiqng in taking the price of dollars at 
5s. each; which, as far as their price could 
bear upon the subject, ought only to be 
taken at 4s. ^d.; and coif equentiy that 
your arguments must fall to the ground, as 
far as the^ could be affected by this differ¬ 
ence. I shall state more explicitly, the rea¬ 
sons upon which this opinion of mine is 
founded. During the latter parttff the last 


year. In order to'remedy in some measure 
thei scarcity of silver coin, large-quantities 
of 'dollars were purchased in London, and 
sent into the country for the purpose of 
being put ipto circulation. The price at 
which they circulated varied from 4s. to 
4s. 9|d. each, and rose in Jan. to 4a. lOd. 
The great convenience with which they 
were attended, was considerably diminished 
by this variation in their price. Many 
Could not determine at what rate they were 
willing to part with them j ahd some were 
apprehensive of taking a coin at a high rate, 
by which they might be losers if the price 
should fall while it remained in their hands. 
To remedy this inconvenience, the Bank of 
England UMne to a determination in January 
last, of issuhig dollars which should bear a 
fixed price. It will easily be seen, that if 
the price had been fixed lower than the 
rate which dollars bore in the maiket, they 
would have been as quickly withdrawn from 
the circulation aff they could have been 
•poured into its and if the market price of 
the time bad been that fixed, the same con¬ 
sequence woold have followed on the small¬ 
est rise of the market. It was, therefore, 
judged expedient to fix a nominal price, 
higher than the price in the market was 
ever likely to rise, and five shillings was the 
price determined on. In order to establish 
this nominal price a stamp was affixed upon 
each dollar, and the Bank engaged to ply it 
•again at ttasame rate of five shillings. By 
usihg tbwBtae means the Bank of England 
could,/if jf|e3sed, have established a no¬ 
minal ptiqeW six, seven, or fifteen shillings, 
or any price^hatever j and by no other 
means could ffcjBank, or any other set of 
men, have estawsUrJ a price of five shil¬ 
lings, or indeed any other price than four 
shillings and sixpence. What I maintain 
is, that it is absurd to take the market or 
current price of dollars from the rate at 
which the Bank of England has thought it 
proper to issue these stamped dollars. It is 
not as dollars that they appear, and are cur¬ 
rent, in circulation of five shillings, but as 
^tamped tokens which the Bank lias engag¬ 
ed to repay at that price. In fact, as pro-\ 
missory notes of the Bank. In this state 
they form a criterion, no doubt, of the de¬ 
gree of credit, which the Bank*enjoys with 
the public j but of nothing else. If it 
should here be said, " they are still dollars; 

** their price is five shillings ;« and there- 
" fore, the price,of dollars is five shillings,” 

I answer, that this is aquibble, and I say, as 
I have already said, that tl i! not as dollars 
•that their price is five shillings j as dollars, 
they would, have been current for no more 
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than 4*8. lOd. in January lwt, and 4**’ gd. 
now.* With as much reason i« might be 
said, that the price of paper'was so much 
raised, that a small piece was worth a thou¬ 
sand pounds, because a promise of the Bank 
to pay that som was wntten upon it.—— 

Now, Sir, I think you most be convinced, 
that although there were no oilier dollars in 
th6 country than those which the Bank has 
made use of to stamp its engagements up¬ 
on } still it would be wrong to infer the 
price of dollars from the rate at which these 
Bank engagements cumulated. This would 
beacriteiion improper to apply to, even if 
we bad no other criterion. It happens, 
however (and it will pot the flugstjpn be¬ 
yond all possible doubt), t^Tthere are 
forger quantities than usuijl df other dollass 
in circulation in this kingdom. I have al- 
jeady mentioned, that previous to the issue 
of dollars by the Bank, which took place in 
January last, large quantities had been put 
into circulation b) private individuals, which 
circulated at a price of from 4s. 7 Jd. to 
4% lOd. Many tons weight were sent from 
London in the months of November and 
December for that puipose. Alter that 
time, too, and during the months of Janu¬ 
ary, February, and March, large quantities 
were put in the same manner into circula¬ 
tion at the price of from 4s. yd. to 4s lOd. 

These dollars, or the greatest part of them,- 
are in circulation still; those of them which 
circulate in the metropolis, beap*)ut a small 
proportion to the number of Bfink dollars in 1 
circulation there ; but in mahy parts of the 
country they bear a very cpsiderable pro¬ 
portion. Their price at prrfent is 4s gd., 
and has never been Jy*fesr’ than 4s. lOd, 

This, therefore, is the real price at which 
dollars circulate in company with Batik 
notes. If it should be still maintained, that 
the price of dollars ought tp be taken from 
the rate atwhich the Bank dollars circulate, 
and that I have not assigned sufficient proofs 
that Bank dollars are raised above thdir na¬ 
tural level, by an extraneous circumstance, 
entire'y unqpnnectedwith any supposed de¬ 
preciation of Bank notes ; then it is incum¬ 
bent upon the person maintaining such opi¬ 
nion to shew by what means the unstamped 
dollars have fallen below their natural level. 

* This fact i* placed in a very cleat point of 
view by several paragraph* whijh have appeared 
In the papfcnhf ibe VJth of this month, by which 
we arc told, that a jiu-ubefa>f dollars have been 
llitoave&d, upon rfilch aortic fraudulent persons 
havrKiwnterfeucdtM Stamp of the Bank, for the 
i of obtaining the difference of three pence 
betwr" the current price of the^unitatflped dol- 
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Cns 

Havirtgthos explained tha Jfcretinds of 
tbe Opinion whidh I had before delivered, ft 
would be permitted to say a fttV Words 
upon the observations which you have made 
upon that opinion. Bill first I will ttotich 
an assertion which you made in answer t6 
atftiiber gentleman, W’ho, it seems, has cor*. 
responded with you upbn these subject*. 

It is nil her singular. Sir, that in the samb 
page in which, you have been arguing 
against me, that dollars are not depieriated ; 
you should also have maintained in youtr 
arguments against this gentleman, that gui¬ 
neas aie depreciated. Did it never occut 
to you, that it was necessary to explain to 
your readers how this extraordinary circum¬ 
stance had come to pass ? Did you expect it 
to be believed upon your bare assertion of 
the fact, that the same bioth was at the 
same time both hot and cold ? The very 
circumstance of guineas being depreciated if 
once admitted, would overthrow every tm^ 
you have said respecting dollars. Your 
argutnent stands thus: Bank notes, you say, 
are depreciated ; the proof is, that the same 
quantity w ill not now exchange for so many 
dollars as fourteily. Dollars therefore, are 
not depreciated. Again, guineas, you s*y, 
are depreciated ; they have been,home down 
in their prire by ihe depreciating paper. 
Now, Sir, if it is the tendency of a depre¬ 
ciating paper to bear down the price of 
guineas, must it not have the effect upon 
dollars ? If any circumstance exists tending 
to exempt dollais from this depreciating 
influence, it rests w ith > ou to point it out j 
and to shew that it does not tend to exempt 
guineas at the same time. But I deny that 
any such circumstance does exist. It it be 
said the cause is, thatsdollars never bore any 
established price at which they exchanged 
for, or with papef, which guineas always 
did bear; 1 answer, that whilst dollars re¬ 
gained m this state, they passed for 4s. gd. 
or 4s. tod. only j and the pa^t of them 
which now pass for 5s did not rise to that 
price, till an established price had been fix¬ 
ed. The unstamped dollars which still re¬ 
main in circulation, without having a price 
established, pass for 4s. gd. only. On the 
other hand, if you maintain that tbe veiy 
circumstance of the Bank establishing a price 
upon the stamped dollars, was "The raute 
which prevented them from depreciating 
then, I say, fhat this is a virtual admission 
of what 1 ha lie bsen attempting to prove : 
because the Bank did not raise the price of 
these ‘stamped dollars from 4s. gd. (the 
price at which, I say, ddllars ought to be 
t taken) Jo 5s. (the price at which you say 
1 they ought to be taken) by tneaus of any 
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lufce of their paper, more or lets, but hr ft that you meant dollars ar ’bullion, The 

means entirely unconnected with any imam ! truth is, there is not the smallest ihEantoce 

of paper; mi Can sink the price again to between year proposition as you first'itated 

4s. «j& without making any alteration in it, and as yon have left it with your altera- 

its paper issues. It mast be clear there* tions and simplifications. Whatever a Bank 

fore that this rise from 4s. gd. to 5s. can note, will purchase, that.it will exchange 

in no point of view affect the •question of ft for, and, vice versa. The price of dollars as 

depreciation of paper. And i would ask bullion, and their price as currency, can 

anyone, who considers the inconsistency never long or materially differ s and the 

which appears in vpur reasonings as I have price which they bear in buying or being 

stated them, whether it k not the most m- sold for Bank notes, must always be the 

tural conclusion, that Bank notes have nei- same as their price when acting with. Bank 

ther been themselves depreciated, nor yet notes m the purchase, of commodities. No 

have depreciated, by their influence, either doubt, dollars may appear in circulationun- 

guineas or dollars ; but that these last have der some different character, and circulate 

risen to the price of 4s. 9d. by one of those at a higher price than they bear as bullion ; 

variations which are common in the market; or than ’tUflltoanot appearing under such 

and that the stamped dollars are current at character bear m circulation: This is the 

5s, not as dollars but as promissory engage* case with Bank dollars which appear under 

mentBof the Bank of England? However, the character of promissory notes of the 

this is not to the purport of my argument. To 1 Bank of England. But simply as dollars it 

prifSed to what you have said in answer to is impossible. To ijpcur more particularly 

my letter : you say, “ the argument you to your proposition, it must follow, that a 

“ had previously stated was, that as the ten pound Bank note which would formerly 

" sterling value of the dollar is no'more purchase forty-four dollars and a half. Will 

" than 4s. 6d. and as the dollar now passes still purchase forty-two dollars and a quar-. 

" in company with English Bank papsr for ter of the same weight and metal. There 

" 5s. that paper is depreciated from its for- is one point upon which I am happy that I 

" mer value gen per centum*" The ques- can agree with you; you say, “ that you 

tion of depreciation is not that upon which " see nothing holy in the trade of banking 

I am now writing; yet when you slate, " any more than in the trade of shoe- 

" that the sterling value of the dollar is no “ making, which ought to turn you aside 

“ more than 4s. fid.,*’ I would remark, that “ from the pursuit of your inquiriesand 

in this country the value of the dollar, as you are rigb^. But there is one plain rule 

exchanged for English money, either gold, of common s^e, which ought to prevent- 

silver, or Bank notes, has at no time been every man froftn attempting to teach to 

long fixed at 4s. fid. or any other price, others what he oes not understand himself. 

In the course of the last year only the -1 am. Sir, your very humble servant, 

price varied from 4s. 4|d. to 4s. lid. and C B.— London, 1804. 

it will most likely vasy equally this year. P. S.—In addition fo what 1 have said, it 
In regard to the other part of the sentence may be proper to add, that I do not . know 

which 1 have quoted, I have sufficiently of any circumstance which can have raised 

proved, that the dollar does not pass in the price of dollpsajn Ireland to the rate 

company with English Bank paper at 5s. , they bear there; except it be allowed, that 
but at 4s. gd. You say, “ you stated this the paper of that country has suffered depre- 

" proposition in another way, thus: for- ciation.* It should be remembered; that 
“ inerly, .only a few years ago, a ten pound* guineas have risen in price in Ireland as well 
"Bank note would purchase forty-four as dollars. It appears, however, by a letter 

" dollars and nearly a half, and that now in*your Register of Saturday the 5th of 

a ten pound Bank note will only pur- May, that they have not risen so much, I 

" chase forty dollars of the same weight think the same letter sufficiently accounts 

" and metal.” Further on you say, " that for this circumstance. Your correspondent 

" whilst stating this proposition, you were informs us, that an attempt was first made 

" not talking of dollars bought and sold for to Circulate dollars at a higher price than 

" Bank notes, but of dollars acting with they were worth, even of the depreciated 

Bank notes in the purchase cf coinmodi- paper. He says they have already fallen 

" ties." In order to simplify your proposi- f rom six shillings ft'ch shillings and 

tion you did, indeed, make use of* the six pence; and that it is soil an article of 

word purchase, instead of the words ex- traffic to purchase dollars in England and 

change for, but nothing did yen} say, circulate them in Ireland at five shillings and 

whence- any o8e could possibly conclude * six pence. There must therefore, be some 
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Profit upon. this trade, which, opposing ii which, we an told is to 
to be five per centum, would leave the price will accelerate their re-establishment.. my- 
at five shillings and three pence ; at about eight is about the average pnw of the earn-. - 
which price it is moat probable that dollars missioners purchases to this time* aadthe 
will soon 'circulate in Ireland. Reckoning price of the funds is stated gradually lagher; 

• . -«• --- «-» • as no doubt, the more we advance in. re- 


tbe real value of the dollar at 4s. 0d. , ■ — — -—-. .. .-.~r- 

would shew a depreciation in the paper of deeming them, t ie more the pnee wilt ad 
‘ _ i __ < 4 #,llara . I vflncp also. Should it not. the sooner Wll 


ten per centum, as exchange for dollars j 
and your correpondent has proved, that ten 
per centum is the rate of its depreciation as 
exchanged for guineas__ 

jinking ruwo. 


vance also. Should it not, the sooner will 
the debt be discharged. *, 

We may not be exactly correct in quoting 
20 millious, as the sum actually paid to the 
5th of January last; but we believe it is 
pretty nearly so. One million per annum 
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Mxiractedfrom the Royal Cornwall Gazette of having been first voted, in 1789 —then l*— 
the 28th April, 1804. afterwards 2.—and last year 2$ millions. 

It has been recently doubtedflh a con- -- .7-, : -;—rr--- 

temporary publication, [Register, present \x ° B E H?| 5^ | Z* ^ 


Volutnej p. 500] whethef any benefit arises 
to the nation from the Sinking Fund; as we 
are still paying interest on the whole amount 
of ihe national debt, 561 millions, though 
we are told that 77 minions have becu re- 

deemed or paid off.-We are happy tt> 

h«ve ^ jn our power to lay before the public, 
« calculation by which it will appear that the 
most beneficial effects do positively result to 
the nation from the operation of the Sinking 
Fund: and we have no doubt but every well- 
wisher to his country, every Briton, will re¬ 
joice with.us, when assured, that not only a 
total redemption of the present national 
debt will be effected in 28 years, or perhaps 
less, if the present system is pgfsevered in; 
but even should that debt be/Tnereaeed 300 
millions, by loans or the funking of Exche¬ 
quer bills during those 28 /years, that 12 
' years more will pay off those 300 millions 
also. We shall then seg^ysiend to all taxa¬ 
tion, but for the ciffrent expenses of the 
year, which at present are estimated at 
30 millions; and consequently the interest of 
the present debt will be^gxtinguished.—-In 
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1804 6,311,62658 10,888,113 77,693,467 

1805 6,638,0895811,444,981 88,580,589 

1806 6,981,43058 12,036,958 100,025,561 

1807 7,342,543 68 12,659,556jl 12,062,519 27* 


1811 8,954,23360 14,923,7811165,785,765 37* 

1812 9.401,9446015,669,906180.709,486 40 

1813 9 , 872 , 0416016 , 443 , 401196 , 409,392 42* 

1814 10,365,64370 14,808,061 212,862,793 45 

1815 10,809,883 70 15,443,691 227,670,854 

1816 Il,273,l6l70l6,l04,5l6243,113,545 

1817 11,756,29670 16,794,708 259,218,060 

1818 12,260,137 70 17,614,481 270,013.768 55 

18 19 12'785 ,56976 17,047,423293,627,249 57* 

1820 13,2t)6,[)91 7» 17,729,313 310,574,672 60 

1821 13,828,87076 18,438,493 328,303,985 62§ 

1822 14,332,02276 19,176,029346,742,478 65 
1823; 14,937,30275 I9$43, 069365 , 918 ,507 67f 
1824|15,555,69280 19,944,490385,861,576 70 
1825 16,138,942 63 20,173,655 405,806,066 72* 
182616,744,132 80 20,930,165 425,919,721 75 


me present ucui wm tt,owiv,yow,iwo t*^^,/** 

the following calculation,' the sum at the I827|i7,372,035 80 21,715,043446, 909 ,386 77* 

disbosal of the commissioners for liquidating 1828 18,023,485 80 22,529,356 468 , 624,929 80 

_ 1 J n k» tUa nrocnntdrpar its 1 R 20 1 1 8. 600.364 85 21.000.251 Hi)1,154,285 824 


the , national debt, for the presenuyear, is 
stated at £6, 311,626 being the amount as 
quoted bydhem on the 5th of January last. 
This sum, supposing the average of their 
purchases for the present year to be at 58, 
will buy up'^10,882,lU stock. The in¬ 
terest of this last amount at 3 per cent- is 
£?32fi,4(&, which added to the d. J,3 11,626 
will leave *£6,638,089 in the hands oh ihe 
commissioners for the year 1806: and so 
cm. The price of the funds 1 have stated 
high throughout, should it be lower, of 
course the raor<*Tdvantageous it will be for 
the $nkjng Fund.- And for this reason the 
effect qf that fund will be greater in war, 

• _?1am« tkan in nn-i/'O I 


1829‘18,61)9,36485 21,999,251 491,154,285 88* 
>V830il 9,359,340 85 22,775,694 513,153,536 85 
1831 20,042,600 85 23,579,538 535,929,836 87* 

1 832 1 --.~. 559,508,768 _ 

Thus, by the operations of the Sinking 
Fund, the whole debt of 561 millions may 
be paid off in 28 years from this period, or 
43 years from the first establishment of that 
fund, with acapital of 87 millions and a half 

only.-Ilis, we believe, pretty generally 

understood,!that the origin of the Sinking, 
Fund was the appropriation of a million per 
annijm, (and which million is now increased 
to two millions and half) for buying up 
stock on account of the nation j the interest 

r <| . ■_ 1 1 . _ _ » 


whence price of stock is low, than in peace,of which stock so bought up;, was, and. con- 
whch it is higher.- So that the war itself, tiuues to be, annually added to the sum so 
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appreciated, and applied to the same par- ‘ 
poteAso that the public continues to pay 
fntereafon the total amount of the national. 
debt (which of course, includes the amount 
po bough* up) j yet that interest is received , 
again by the public ; and by being applied* 
to the .purposes of the Sinking Fund, the na- , 
tion U in fact paying simple and receiving 
compound interest £ and hence arises the 
benefit, the astonishing extent*of which, we 
have shewn by the preceding statement. 
The amount so bought up, cannot perhaps 
be literally said to be paid off, vih lst the 
public continues to pay interest on it; but 
may it not strictly be said to be redeemed, 
since the public have absolutely paid the 
original individual creditor ? And, though 
interest is still paid on it, that interest, as 
said before, is repaid to the public, for the 
purpose of buying up or redeeming more' 
stoefcfand thus in time positively cancelling 
and paying off the whole.——In the critical 
and important contest in which we are at 
present engaged, and struggling under the 
burthen of taxes, when we consider that it 
ismoTethan probable that our haughty and 
insatiable enemy trusts more to the hope of 
our not beine able to support those taxes, 
than to tire sword ; we flatter ourselves the 
statement we have now presented ourreaders 
will prove the more acceptable; and that 
•' they will give us credit for the motives with 
which we have brought it forward—to ani* 
mate our countrymen to bear their present 
.burthenscheerfully, bypointing out tothem, 
if they persevere, a resting place almost 
within their grasp. We trust the system of 
the Sinking Fund will be persevered in to its 
full extent. But shou^ the exigencies of 
the times ever require its suspension, it will 
be seen by what wc have igjw laid before 
.the public, that by suspending its operation' 
for the moment, funds adequate to any 
emergency, or pecuniary embarrassment, 
may be obtained, without laying an extraor- 
dinary load on the people. For instance, in* 
the present year, ?n case of invasion or other 
unfortunate casualty, the sum of S6,311,626 
would be at the disposal of government, by 
suspending the operation of the Sinking Fund 
.only for one year; and incase of greater 
emergency<ihe sum of £77fi9&>467 by sus¬ 
pending its operation altogether. This, 
whilst it must raise our spiiits (if they re- 
quire at all to be raised) must di^np those of 
our inveterate foes ; and, whilst it brightens 
all our prospects, must cast a sullen gloom 
over all their projects. From their arms or 
intrigues we are persuaded we have nothing 
.to fear; and wben we thus see our resumes 
without the reach of their manoeuvres, we 
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may treat their designs oii our finance*, with 
the same contempt we da their threats of 
invading our coasts. 


IHISk CATHOLICS. 

Mr. Cobbett, —The known impartiality 
of the Political Register will surely give a 
place to this short letter in answer tofl. M.'; 
published in it last Saturday. As to Sir R. 
Musgrave’s “ t veil timid publication ” it 
hath often been answered both by Protes¬ 
tant and Catholic writers—this short remark 
upon it: that highly respected nobleman, 
the Marquis of Cornwallis, when Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, ordered Sir R. Mus- 
grave tolewsqout the dedication to him, 
which be had thken the liberty to usher the 
book into the world*with.-Bishop Caul¬ 

field in his justification, published in Dub¬ 
lin, gives us some letters sent to him by the 
Lord Lieutenant's Secretary, which proves 
his loyalty in the ifbellion.—-So much 
lot the veracity* and candour of Sir R's 
writing! C. M. says that Papists have 
every thing but power : this is a falshood, 
for among several hardships of lesser mo¬ 
ment, this piece of cruelty remains; if a 
father turns Protestant, his children cannot 
worship God in the way they think most 
acceptable to him, without incurring the 
most severe punishments for going to mass; 
and this, according to the joint^opinion of a 
late Attorntff-Getieral of England, and of 
one of Irelanwat this moment the wills of 
Earl Beaulieu and of Lord Dunboyne are 
litigating before Lord Chancellor' Redes- 
dale, for being relapsed Papists), , So these, 
.wretched beingfbmust try to be modem 
philosophers, and nocHtelieve the Christian 
religion at all in t^oes of a moment’s 
peace!— Pray, can such men make good 
subjects, and adjjUSthe harmony of so¬ 
ciety ?-Now, -im icr^apists getting a pro¬ 

per degree of power when they support the 
government with their lives and fortunes, 
is a question for the justice of a British le¬ 
gislature. -Verax. 

~ ‘ PUBLIC PAPER. 

Memorial if the Prussian Minister presented 
to the Dicloture of the Diet of Ralisliou, 
dated March 27 » 1804. • 

His Majesty the King of Prussia is in¬ 
formed that the two high powers, to whose 
amicable mediation Germany is indebted for 
the salutary arratiggmer^ respecting the af¬ 
fair of the indemnities, aH ready again to 
offer to the Germanic Empirrf their inter¬ 
vention in regat d to the numerous difficul¬ 
ties and dissensions to which the execution 
of the last recess of the deputation of the 
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empire gave rise, endjaflfettlariy concern¬ 
ing- the immediate pooffltY, and thpl to 
overture on this subject ties ureadybeenmade 
to the Diet on the paftM theFrench Go¬ 
vernment. His Majesty consequently thinks 
that he can no longer defer explaining with 
openness, to hfs high co-estates of the em¬ 
pire, his opinion on this overture, and in 
general on the turn which things have taken. 
— t —I n the memorial delivered on this sub¬ 
jects on (he 26th of January last, to the Ge- 
neralDiet of the Empire, it was recommend 
ed fts the best expedient, and as the wish 
emitted in the proposal of his M'ajesty*- 
" That in order to establish general princi 
pH suited tp the future relation between 
the Equestrian Body and the Territorial So¬ 
vereigns, the affair should be carried to the 
Diet, and submitted to a common comitial 
deliberation and that in the mean time, the 
Princes, who had proceeded to the act of 
taking possession, in^regard to the Eques¬ 
trian property, should be .compelled to sus¬ 
pend all these proceedings. A declaration 
was at thfe same time added, that his Majes¬ 
ty the King could not see, with tranquillity, 
advantage taken of this opportunity to fo- 
anent dissensions in the empire by forms of 
procedure, and to accomplish certain politi¬ 
cal objects. His Majesty remains invariably 
attached to this opinion and these views, 

Cven after what has long passed.-Even 

at the period of the said comitial declara¬ 
tion and before it was madt<his Majesty 
Lad transmitted to the samA purpose, over¬ 
tures, counsels, and amicable invitations to 
the courts with which he is most intimately 
connected, and particularly to those which 
are directly interestji^cinhis affair. While 
Ibis Majesty had reason to hope for a better 
effect from these steps, the conclusion of 
the Imperial Aulic Council of the Empire, 
which is generally frn-s zfiCft made its appear¬ 
ance, ordering to the Princes interested in. 
the re-establishment of the ancient state of 
the Equestrian possessions, and decreeing at 
the same time, a Commission of Conserva¬ 
tion to Archducal House of Austria, and 
to three-other Electors of the Empire, fcith 
the clause-of conjointly and seperately, by 
which each of them is furnished with the 
full powers given by the Commission to all. 
——By declarations made on the part of 

I s Highness the Elector of Bavaria, and the 
sample he has given, and which, accord¬ 
ing ttftshe. counsel of his Majesty, has been 
-'~i0y followed* or will be, by the Princes 
ib are in thd spine situation ; things have 
m in the meantime, re-established in a 
■ planner which could alone be the object o( 
v/the Aulic Council of the Empire, which has 
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no longer a right to. give to it«s#nien*e «n 
affect farther coiuminatdty. ltd* rare of 
things then does not perttfftKit Mmkfin 
delay any longer to rnSkfc known mi dpi* 
nioh to the Commission tf ConversarHod 
which has been decreed.——Hir Majesty 
‘ the King consequently declares, that he te- 
serves, in the most solemn manner, his 
tights, nil those of the States which toe 
united in the same principles with him, and 
the. interest of the empire in general, against 
the self-titled Commission of Conservation, 
which the Aulic Council of the Empire may 
have issued iu this complex and very im¬ 
portant affair, and particularly fit'for a co¬ 
mitial deliberation ; especially as it uncon¬ 
stitutionally passed over in silence his said 
Majesty in regard to those circles, the direc¬ 
tory of which lie exercises ;—and/ on the 
, other hand, introduces the Archducal House 
of Austria, which is thus, in one cause^con- 
stituted a party in regard to its own relations 
io Suabia, and as a Judge and Executive 
Power.-His Majesty the King, repeat¬ 

ing the declaration, that he can never see, 
with tranquillity, advantage taken of this 
opportunity to foment dissensions in the 
Empire, by forms of procedure, and to ac¬ 
complish certain political vioevs, invites, at 
Che same time, all his high co-estates to ac¬ 
cept with confidence the mediation offered 
by the two High Powers, Russia and Frtoce, 
chiefly to regulate the differences in regard 
to the Equestrian Order, and to furnish 
their Ministers with the necessary instruc¬ 
tions to take advantage pf it in the residence 
of the General Diet of the Empire, by thte 
way of a comitial deliberation, to be opened 
as soon as possible. 

Copy of the Prince of CondFs Letter, convey¬ 
ing lux Tharfks to the Emigrants, for their 
pvHic Expression of their Concern at the 
Murder of the Duke D'Enghien :—Wati- 
stead House, April 27, 1804. 

The excess of our grief. Sir, has not pre¬ 
vented my son and me fsom feeling, as we 
ought, the generous interest which all the 
faithful Emigrants have taken in the. great 
loss we have recently sustained. WO feel 
it as much our duty, as it is our anxious 
wish, to make known to them onr entire 
gratitude. The number of those worthy 
persons to whom our thanks are due being 
too great te permit us to address ourselves 
to each in particular, we have requested the 
Minister of the King, who is the head df 
theUourbons, to express, as perfectly as It 
is possible, to those Emigrants, so worthy off 
the cefUse they support, how sensible we are 
of the generous and distinguished mton'er 
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Jbajr bate mingled tbeir regrfet 
in the august and mourn fij! cere* 
esterday *i We therefore beseech 
to be the 


.fltonfi 

r yan»>Si»yTn concert with 


interpreter of our just and lively gratitude, 
which will never be extinguished in our 
hearts but with our breath, which will ter¬ 
minate «at once our sufferings, and our un¬ 
fortunate race.-—-We owe to you, Sir, our 
particular thanks for four care of the cere¬ 
mony of yesterday j arid we beg you to rest 
assured of our gratitude, and of the senti¬ 
ments of perfect esteem and sincere friend¬ 
ship for you with which we have long been 
penetrated. ——(Signed) — Louis Joseph 
J>b Bouhbon. 

FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Extract from General Orders by Marat, 
Gov. of Paris, dated 14th April, 1805. 

Th$ governor of Paris recommends to 
the aiaes-de-camp, officers, and subalterns 
of thsfvgarrison and national guard, to en¬ 
lighten the citizens, wherever they may 
find them, on the false reports, which the 
disaffected endeavour to propagate. They 
do not stick at the means j for now they give 
out, that the death of Pickegru is not the re¬ 
sult of suicide: new again they spread abroad, 
that a great many prisoners are shot every 
night. Let the citizens know, that military, 
-as well as civil justice, is not exerted with¬ 
out 1 public forms; and that not one guilty 
person has been condemned by the military 
tribunals without his sentence having been 

printed and posted up immediately.-- 

The criminal tribunal continues its pro¬ 
ceedings with the greatest activity. What¬ 
ever is spread relative to the facts, more or 
less important, with which the prisoners 
stand charged, must be considered as false 
reports. The arrests which* have taken 
place since that of Genet al Moreau, have 
confirmed his guilt. Ducorps, one of the 
brigands described in the list published by 
the Chief Judge, is just now arrested at 
Chartres.—'To this moment proofs have been 
found of every thing which the Chief Judge 
has said, and of nothing else bpt what he 
has said. J 

DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
£e*captvse Goree.—D owning Street, 

April 27 , 1904.—Copy of a Letter’ to 
JiOrd Hobart, from Capt. E. S. Dickson, 
"'"“Commanding H. M. Ship Iiftonstant, 
dated Goree, March 15, 1804. 

- W .7. Lord,—I beg leave to acquaint yoflr 
Lordship with the re-capture of the Island 

—.. . . - " "tr* ’ 

* Tbs Solemn Jvfaffhit St. Patrick's Chapel. 
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«f Goree, and I havethe honour toinefose 
the articles of capitulation.—I have ap- 
pointed Cajjtain W, Murray, Senior Officer 
of the African Corps, Commandant at Go¬ 
ree, until his Majesty's pleasure is known $ 
and as i had not any directions relative ta 
<the cargo of the Eagle, store-ship, I took 
the liberty to open the letter addressed to 
Colonel Fraser, from your Lordship, and 
have given it to Capt. Murray, and ordered 
him to follow, as close as possible, the direc¬ 
tions contained therein. The very ample 
supply of stores and provisions this vessel 
appears to have brought oat, and the great 
strength of the garrison at present, enables 
me to assure yonr Lordship of its perfect se¬ 
curity.—Mr* Charles Fickford, my First 
Lieutenant, an intelligent and deserving 
officer, and whom I beg leave to recommend 
to your Lordship, will Itave the honour of 
presenting this letter. He will be able to 
inform you very fully of^every particular re¬ 
lative to Goree and its dependencies.—I 
hope the arrangement 1 have made will 
meet your Lordship's approbation.—I have 
the honour to be. See. 

Articles of Capitulation.—Art. I, The 
French garrison at the Island of Goree foal) 
be allowed to leave it, drums beating, and 
with the honours of war,—Art. II. The ef¬ 
fects, baggage, and arms of the troops shall 
be given up to them, as well as the private • 
property of the officers, the commandant of 
the garrison, ■ officers of administration, 
guards of artilleryapnd other ptiblig employ¬ 
ments.—Art. 1II| The convalescent and 
sick, in a state to be sent to Senegal with 
the troops, also such French citizens as wish 
to leave the Island, heir property, shall 
be permitted to enjoy the*same privilege.— 
Art. IV. The vessels, stores, See, of all kinds 
to be delivered to the British.—Art. V. The 
property of the inhqjkttdGtf > what nature 
soever, shall be respected and preserved.— 
Goree, this 8th of March, 1804,—(Sigurd) 
C. Pickfo^d, Lieut.—MoNfMAYEUE,. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Change op MnvisT?as.——-In the pro¬ 
ceeding number of the Register, the parlia¬ 
mentary divisions were brought down to the 
25th ultimo, when, in the House of ^Com¬ 
mons, upon the motion of Mr. Pitt, the 
. House “divided, for the motion 203, against 
it 240, reducing the minister’s majority to 
37 . On Friday, the 2/th ultimo, a debate 
was to take place in "the ^It*se of Lords, 
upon a motion of the Marquis of Stafford 
tor a t committee of the whole House to go 
into an inquiry on the state of the defence 
of the country. When Friday came, the 
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notion was pat off till Monday, the 90tb 
ultimo; bat, when, tbi '^Marquis of Stafford 
Saras about to commence tbe discussion, Lord 
HawkeSbury rose, dad said, that " very, 
“ urgent reasons existed for inducing him 
“ to request the intended motion to be post- 
* c poned." Lord Grenville hoped, that thd 
ministers were not trifling with the House 5 
and the Earl of Carlisle expressed his wish, 
Jthat the postponement might be intended 
for the purpose of effecting a change in the 
ministry, which, he said, would give univer¬ 
sal satisfaction to the House and to tbe 
country. Upon which Lord Hawesbury 
observed, that he felt himself attacked not 
to ■* common party, requiring parliamen¬ 
tary satisfaction, but by “ a faction who 
** would not-be satisfied unless every thing 
“ was conceded to them." The motion 
was then, after some animadversion on this 
remark, postponed till the 4th instant, amf, 
on the 3 d instant, jf was put off till Monday 

the 7 th instant.-The “ urgent reason" 

which induced the solicf young lord, the ma¬ 
rker of the peace of Amiens, to request a 
postponement of the Marquis of Stafford's 
motion, was, that he and his colleagues per¬ 
ceived, that they should be out-voted. It 
is thought, that, for the first time these 
hundred years, there would have been a 
majority; in the House of Lords, against 
► the minister of the day.—On the same day, 
a similar notification was given in the House.' 
of Commons; and both l^ouses adjourned 
in full ^confidence, thdt a new ministry 
would be chosen, witff as little delay as 
possible, a confidence which time has shewn 
'‘was by no means well-founded.—— The 
Doctor is said refused to accept of 

a title and of a thumping pension, as the 
“ reward of his servicts," but, is it nftt to 
slander the monarchy, and particularly the 
virtuous sovereign ^tbtfis at the head of that 
monarchy, to assert that such an offer fans 
been made ? “ The king can do no wrong," 
■ays the letter and the spirit of the consti¬ 
tution. But, his advisers can ; and, evety 
measure vVnwt be attributed to some adviser 
-or other: for every measure there must be 
some one, who incurs a real and complete 
responsibility. If ‘.his were not tbe case, 
-respcyisibiiity would be a delusion, a mere 
farcical term, and we should be ruled by a 
power as absolute, in practice, as thdt which 
is exercised over the people of Prussia, or 
Russia. Who, tbeiy can we imagine to be 
so hardy a«Vo fdvise His to bestow 

upon the Doctor a pension and a peerage ? 
■Howards and honours upon the man, whose 
administration has brought nothing but ruin 
and disgrace upon the country ! Who is • 


the man that shall take upon hin&lf the> 
responsibility for giving such- advic/? h it 
the successor of the Doctor 5 or^fs it the v 
Doctor himself!—He has, however, it 
seems, accepted of the house and land in 
Richmond Park! His modesty, and even 
his fear, we are told, in tbe public prints, % 
were insufficient to prevent bis grasping 
hold of this property. And who is it that 
can have advised thAgiving of a part of the 
royal domains to this man ? Somebody must 
be regarded as the adviser, and, as the step 
has been taken, if taken at all, during the 1 
Doctor's administration, the responsibility is 
his. Amongst the articles of accusation, 
preferred against former ministers, that of 
obtaining grants of lands, &c. from the so¬ 
vereign frequently occurs; and, most as¬ 
suredly, the grant in question, if it has been 
made, is a matter which merits the serious 
consideration of parliament; where, it is to 
be hoped, that no bargain for support of 
the new ministry will prevent a full,and fair 
investigation ‘ of the conduct and views of 
their predecessors. This investigation is ab¬ 
solutely necessary: it is one ol the objects 
which every honest and public-spirited man 
had in view from the change; and, without 
it, that change, let who^ll be minister, 
can produce but little effect in the mtuds of 
the people, because they see no hope of a > 
change of system. 

New Ministry.— —From the time 
that the ministers requested a suspension of 
the parliamentary discussions; and, in¬ 
deed, for several days before, some of them 
appear to have been deeply engaged in an 
endeavour to prevent the forming, as their 
successors, a ministry upon a comprehen¬ 
sive plan. Th* suspension took place on 
Monday, the 30th ultimo. A communica¬ 
tion was made, on the 3d instant, from his 
Majesty to Mr. Pitt, by the mouth of Lord 
Chancellor £ldon, who has been tbe prin¬ 
cipal adviser of his Majesty on this import¬ 
ant occasion. To Mr. Pitt a tender of his 
former high situation ( was made; but, clog¬ 
ged with the conditions, that he sbbuld not 
revive the fatholic Question, and that he should * 
not bring in Mr. Fox. After some fur¬ 
ther communications, and several inter¬ 
views between Mr. Pitt and the Lord 
Chancellor, an . interview •‘took place be¬ 
tween his Majesty and Mr. Pitt, on Mon¬ 
day lasL the 7 l h of May, when his Majesty £ 
declare! his resolution not to admit Mi"— 
Fox into the cabinet. His Majesty bad no 
objection to Earl Spencer, Lord Grenville, 
Mr. Windham, or any of their friends, nor, 
iryieed, to tbe friends of Mr. Fox specifical¬ 
ly ; but, to Mr. Fox hinSself, he declared his { 
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onsite Me objection.——In this place it 
*is propeVto state what was the situation of • 
F Mr. Pitt with respect to the parties and 
persons aboye.spoken of. The public men, 
not in or acting with the-rainistry, must be 
considered as divided into three classes; to 
wit; First : Mr. Pitt and his friends, 
amongst whom were Lords Melville, Har- 
rowby, Mulgrave. and Camdqi, and in 
the lower House, the immaculate George 
Bose and Charles Long. Second : the 
Ne,w Opposition, consisting of Lords Fitz- 
william, Carlisle, Spencer, Grenville, Min- 
to, • Mr. Windham, Mr. Grenville, and 
their friends. Third : Mr. Fox and his 
powerful party, the Old Opposition, purged 
of the Tierneys and the Hobhouses, and 
upon the point of undergoing the same 
operation with respect to Messrs. Erskine 
and She ridan. A year ago it was per- 
ceivemthat the reign of the Doctor, the 
scandalous triumph of imbecility, only 
existed by the division of these parties. 
The nation felt this; and all men who loved 
the country were anxious to see a reconci¬ 
liation take place, and a co-operation, so 
far, at least, as was necessary, to obtain for 
the,country aih administration, embracing 
such a weight of talents and character as 
might excise confidence at home and respect 
abroad. Jt was time, too, to put an end 
to the effect of party animosities which had 
lived for ten years, and especially as the 
cause of those animosities had totally ceased 
to exist. Participating in this the general 
feeling of the country, the Old and New 
Oppositions seemed to make some ap¬ 
proaches towards each other during the 
latter part of the last session of Parliament. 
This inclination gathered strength before 
Parliament met again; and, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of every one except the ministers and 
their creatures, the language' of Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Windham soon indicated, that any 
further attempts to prolong the differences 
between them wopld fail of success. Mr.* 
Pitt and his close adherents still kept aloof, 
till that gentleman himself began to per¬ 
ceive, th^t those, by whom he had been 
constantly supported, and whose support 
was worth having, were daily joining in 
.those opposition divisions, from which he 
thought proper to keep away. Thus si¬ 
tuated, he determined to co-operate with 
"the Old and New Opposition^ so far, at 
least, as was necessary to leave the ministers 
in a minority; but, without any positiveeh- 
gagement as to the composition of a new 
ministry, leaving himself at full libsjty to 
act, as to that matter, according to the dic¬ 
tates of his own mind. Between the leaders 
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of the Old and New Opposition* them 
might be, and it is probable there was* aa 
understanding somewhat more friendly, 
but certainly no specific agreement,. 
No. pledge, or even proposal, as to 
*the acceptance of office, or the divi¬ 
sion of power, had been made by either 
party. Amongst all the parlies, however, 
the object of turning out the tinman mi¬ 
nistry was clearly understood to be that of 
bringing into power the united talents, cha¬ 
racter, weight, and influence, of the lead- 
ing men of both Houses, without any dis¬ 
tinction as to party, and certainly without 
any idea of acting upon a principle of pro¬ 
scription.-^- Thus the par tie* stood with 
respect to each other when the minuter* 
requested.a suspension of the parliamentary 
discussions, and thus they remained till the 
*day, on which Mr. Pitt had the first inter¬ 
view with the King. , In a few hours after 
that, interview, he welfc to Lord Grenville, 
informed him of the result, and requested 
him to communicate it to the other leaders 
of the New Opposition. His Lordship 
complied with the request, but he, at the 
same time, observed to Mr. Pitt, that he 
was certain, that without including Mr, 
Fox, and without a complete abandonment 
of the principle of proscription, he was cer¬ 
tain that Mr. Pitt must make up his mfnd ( 
to proceed in his arrangements \yithout in¬ 
cluding therein any of the members of the 
New Opposition-It was also commu¬ 

nicated to the friends of Mr. Fox, that there 
was no positive objection to any of them.— 
In this state of things, Mr. Fox, who, from 
the very beginningLjyas sincerely desirous 
of seeing his majesty "Surrounded with a 
strong administration, hastened to express 
to the members both of the Old and New 
Opposition, that,^^wished them to con¬ 
sult only the good oFThe country; to ac¬ 
cept office, or not, whichever they thought 
most likdy to effect that object; and, by 
no means, to act under any restraint on his 
account; but to consider him, since it was 
his Majesty's pleasure to object to him, as a 
person whose exclusion ought to have no 
influence whatever on their conduct; for, 
that, at a moment like the present, all per¬ 
sonal considerations ought to give? way to 
those immediately connected with, the 
safety of the country. Public-spirited and 
magnanimous conduct like this would have 
met with but a very* poo* return in a deci¬ 
sion founded upon the narrow grounds oiF 
personal attachment and party engage¬ 
ments. Both the Old and the New Oppo- 
Vition refused to participate in power with¬ 
out him; and this determination arose from 
a thorough conviction, that at moment 
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when the perfect ion, when the hearty and 
friendly ea-operation of every soul m the 
kingdom ere called for, .no salutary purpose 
•Quid be answered fay an administration, 
which should bear oft' it the marks of poli¬ 
tical animosity and proscription.-Thus 

Was Mr. Pitt left to make up a ministry oP 
his ownj and thus have the hopes of the 
public been most cruelly disappointed.—— 
Mr. Pitt’s fiiends contend, that no blame 
attaches to km. Let them take care here} 
for, “ the King can do no wrong; ” his Ma¬ 
jesty has acted under the advke of some 
one; and, if there be blame, the blame 
must attach principally to Mr. Pitt. It is 
Bald, that he used his utmost endeavours to 
prevail upon’his Majesty to give up his ob¬ 
jection with respect to Mr. Fox. It is veiy 
unconstitutional, if not seditious, to make 
assertions of this sort, the object of which is^ 
to turn the public discontent aside from Mr. 
Pitt, and to direct it against his Majesty. It 
is next to impossible for us to know whether 
Mr. Pitt used any endeavours to remove the 
objection, or not: all that we can know is, 
that a ministry, upon a principle of proscrip¬ 
tion, has been formed; and, in whatevei de¬ 
gree the forming of such a ministry, at this 
time, be a blamcable act, in that degree is 
Mr. Pitt blamcable, and his having associates 
in the blame does not in anywise remove it 
from himself.*—Besides, if it be true, that 
Mr v Pitt was, previous to the interview with 
the King, informed of his Majesty’s objec¬ 
tion to Mr. Fox, it is not lyireasonabl# to ask 
hoW that interview came to take place, un¬ 
less it were for the mere purpose of removing 
the objection ,- for, knowing the objection 
to exist, he must, now appears, even 
before he went to the King, have deter¬ 
mined to form a ministry to the exclusion of 
Mr. Fox, if the objection was not to be ovei- 
oome; and, with^jefa*^. determination in 
his mind, it is not probable, that hts resist., 
ance would be remarkably stout. Nay, is it 
not possible, that he agreed with' the Lord, 
Chancellor not to press the admission of 
Mr. Fox 4'' And does not the whole look very 
much like an intrigue; a juggle, and that 
loo rf not the first character even for a jug¬ 
gle? ** No pi omise wasbioken, no pledge 
“ forfeited," say his friends. Very true. 
No positive promise, no specific pledge: 
but, #re not the expectations of the public 
disappointed? Have not the Parliament 
been duped ? Did not Mr. Pitt, when he 
was aiding in the divisiSns, well know what 
were the wishes and expectations of those 
Who divided with him ? And will he, say, 
4h®ykhe divisions would have been what 
UtMiwre, if the House could have fore een 
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what "has bow come to pa«s *Tbe4ea4«i 
of the New Opposition, Whose CmkduCt is 
the theme of unbounded applauw ameagstv 
the people in general, are by the partisan! of 
Mr. Pitt, blamed, and even abused for re¬ 
fusing to take part in his new administra¬ 
tion, which refusal is ascribed to ambitious 
and sef/isk views ; as if it were likely that 
they should enjoy a greater share of power 
and emolument by The admission of Mr. 
Fox and his friends, than by their ex¬ 
clusion ! That the whole undivided malice 
of the partisans of the new ministry would 
be, for some time at least, directed against 
the members of the New Opposition, it was 
easy to perceive; bnt, one would hardly 
base expected to hear their conduct at¬ 
tributed to selfish motives: that seems to be 
the very last construction that a. man of 
common sense would admit it to bear: and, 
iudeed, it would be very difficult tcv&ul out 
any plausible motive other than that which 
they have, from first to last, professed to 
have in view; namely, the forming of kn 
administration upon a comprehensive plan, 
and upon liberal principles. The rnneour 
which the partizans of Mr. Pitt now discover 
against the New Opposition, arises from 
their mortification at the refusal of these lat¬ 
ter to be included in the new arrangements. 
This refusal was not expected • a resistance 
mei ely to sa\ e appearances was all tint Mr. 
Pitt thought that he should have to over¬ 
come : he was stung at the rejection of his 
offt r. It is a Mile observation, that the last 
man in the parish who hears of a cuckoldom 
is the cuckold himself. The same may cer¬ 
tainly be said of a declining minister. Mr. 
Pitt seems never to have imagined that he 
had sunk in the Opinions of men; but, on 
the contrary, it is not at all improbable, that 
the flattery, faith which his ears have been 
continually regaled by the military courtiers 
in the neighbourhood of Dover, might have 
even exalted him m his own opinion. No 
wonder, therefore, that he was astounded 
’ upon finding that Lord Grenville was not 
willing to commit to him the keeping of his 
honour. When he heard I.ord Grenville 
say, that the arrangements must not include 
him and his friends without Mr. Fox; at 
that moment it was, that Mr. Pitt learot, for 
the first time, that he was beedme a leas man 

than formerly.-The Lord Chancellor, 

George Bose, Lord Castlereagb, &c. mag. 
bug thenfselves in the success of their jug¬ 
gle ; but, I should imagine, that Mr. Pitt 
wXI view the prospect in a different light. 
One would think, that he must perceive 
somerpart, at least, of thg dangers that are 
before him. And yet, he has discovered 
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buc» want foresight in other matters, 
that iVia nonahogetber improbable be may 
partak\ in .the infatuation ; an infatuation 
W^ich' Will, most assuredly, not last as many 
months as he was before yens in the admi¬ 
nistration of public affairs.-Before this 

sheet comes from the press, it is probable 
that the new ministry may be formed, pr 
rather, stuck together. The lists that have 
been published maWoe the mqre cicatures 
of conjecture: and, therefore, it would be 
useless, in this state of the business, to enter 
at any length into a particular examination 
pf the constituent parts of the patch-woik; 
but, I do not think it at all hazardous to say, 
that, if the principal offices of state are to 
be filled in the manner that has been stated; 
if the Lord Chancellor is to remain, if Lord 
Melville is to have the command of onr 
fleets, 'if Lord Hawkesbuiy is still to keep 
the portfolio, if Lord Castlercagh is to have 
the management of the internal affairs of 
the kingdom, if lx>rd Chatham Is still to 
hang upon the Ordnance, if the conducting 
of the war is to be left to Lord Mnlgrave, if 
the cabinet is to contain nothing but cyphers, 
Mr. Pitt and Lord Melville excepted, if the 
Roses and the Longs are again to become 
predominant, again, like disgorged leeches, 
to be fastened upon the veins of the country, 
if this i« really to be the case, it is by no 
means hazardous to say, that, except ns to 
its origin, the new ministry will be worse 

than the last.-It is said that Lord 

Hawkesbuiy hesitates. That be demands 
time to consider, whether or not he ought 
to consent to go into a cabinet with Mr. 
Pitt!! ! Tins single fact; nay, the very be¬ 
lief that such is the fact, is decisive as to the 
decline, and the fearful decline, of the cha¬ 
racter and influence of Mr. Pitt, Only three 
years ago Lord Hawkei>bury*would as soon 
have thought of jumping from the top of St. 
Paul’s as of opposing the wish of Mr. Pitt, 
even in the rgost trifling concern; and, 
what would the latter then have said, if any 
one had told him, fh at the time was at hand • 
when he would have to sue for the official 
aid and pailiamcntary support of Lord 
Hawkesbury ? No wondcr^that, under such 
circumstances, Mr. Canning should, as is 
said to be the case, have left town in disgust: 
no wonder Vhat he should endeavour to ] 
avoid the shame, which must, in a greater or 
less degree, be experienced by ev;ery friend 
and every partizan of Mr. Pitt, i The time 
will come, and it will not be long in coming, 
when Mr. Canning will be utterly astonish- 
.ed that he should ever have thought Mr. 
pitta wisp and,great man,——The ppblic 
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consequences of the joggle nay be w»pfea¬ 
sant, at first 5 but, 1 am by no iWMidj of 
opinion, that, in the end, the country will 
have to regret that a ministry including all 
parties has not been formed, unless, indeed, 
it could have been formed without Mr. Pit* 

: at the head of it. To have seen all the par¬ 
ties broken up, ail their leaders, both ef the 
first and second class, ranged under the 
banners of Mr. Pitt, would to me, have been 
a sight the most fearful that could have been 
conceived ; and, if his being prime mi¬ 
nister was a sine qu& non, I heartily 
rejoice that the project of a combined 

ministry has failed. . . r — “ 1 am for 

“ the men who will save the country, be 
" they vvfio they may,” wad a sentiment 
whigh I heard expressed by a great, a wise, 
an upright statesman,* immediately after tbe 
conclusion of the preliminary treaty with 
France, a sentiment which I most cordially 
adopted, and under the influence of which I 
have constantly acted from that moment to 
this, never having*been, as far, at least, as 
1 myself could perceive, in any one instance, 
seduced therefrom either by prejudice, on 
the one side, or partiality, on the other. — ■ - 
I was; I believe, the first person, who pub- 
iiciy called for an union, in ministry, of the 
great men of all parties, as the only means 
of rescuing the country from its present dis¬ 
graceful and dangerous state ; and, upon at| 
occasion moreiecent, I have, as Jhe readers 
of this work will remember, taken some cre¬ 
dit to myself for having so stood forwaid.— 
Those readers will, pei haps, wonder, there¬ 
fore, when they now perceive me to be 
amongst those who are the least concerned 
at the failure of antrnion between Mr. Pitt 
and the leading men of the old and new op¬ 
position, and even to have entertained some 
alarm as to the consequences of such an union'. 
But, it is not at thfe»^uon itself that I should 
Jhave been alarmed it iS the throng distri¬ 
bution of power which might have taken 
place amongst the persons united ; it is at 
' the probable and likely predominance of the 
j influence of Mr. Pitt; at tbe consequent per- 
[ severance in all his systems ; and, in short, 
at the sanction which his vicious and debas¬ 
ing principles of policy, foreign and domes¬ 
tic, would have received, and the strength 
they would have deiived, from tfie WSnt 
countenance and responsibility of Mr. Fox, 
Lord Grenville, Mi, Windham, &c. which 
sanction if once given, could never have 
been withdrawn, anci»whith strength, if once 
communicated, would have given to those 
principles a degree of malignity, against 
which all the wisdom of man would never 
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have been able to provide an antidote.- 

Yes, I sincerely wished for an union of the 
great men of ail parties 4 but, never have I 
expressed this wish Unaccompanied with ob¬ 
servations intended^to impress the reader 
with an opinion, that, if Mr. Pitt came into 
such -an union, he must, as a preliminary 
step, give up, dearly and specifically give 
up, the principles ana system, upon which 
be has governed this country ; and that, even 
with inch a relinquishment, he ought not 
again to be prime minister, though it might 
be-very desirable that he should be a leading 
member in the cabinet. Jn order to shew 
that my opinion, in this respect, has not un- 
(forgone the least change, I could refer to 
several pans of the Register, beginning as far 
bark as the winter of *802, but I shall^iot, 
at present, trouble the reader with any quo¬ 
tation, except from the number of the 17 th 
-December last, Vol. IV. p. 905, where, after 
having expressed my Cissent from the opini¬ 
on, “ that Mr. Pitt was the only man to save 
** the country," I proceeded thus: " Not 
* c only do I reject the humiliating notion of 
" this kingdom's containing but one man ; 
“ not only do I believe, that there are 
!' many men better calculated for weatber- 
44 ing the approaching storm ; but, I be- 
“ lieve, that this storm never can be wea- 
** thered with Mr. Pitt at the helm. As a 
Sc member of an administration, he might do 
“ much} but, as the chief director of it, be 
44 is, in my opinion, totally , inadequate to 
“ the task, at th ; s time. Whenever there- 
" turn of Mr. Pitt to office has been the sub- 
“ ject of remark, 1 have uniformly given it, 
*-■ as my opinion,- that v\e new stand in need 
* f of a system of politics and political eco- 
“ nopiy, very different from that which has 
44 been pursued; and it is evident, that such 
" a system would never. be introduced by 
44 Mr. Pitt, bccatfSFfllf' introducing of it 
“ would be to lay the axe to the root of bis 
•' own fame. Had Mr. Pitt bfen again 
*1 placed at the head of the cabinet” [allnd- • 
ing to tfoi, intrigue carried on for that pur¬ 
pose in March and April, 1803], “bewould 
have continued war, or made peace, upon 
“ no other principle than that of the price 
** of stocks. He would soon have discovered 
44 the prudence of making another peace j he 
«* would soon hive discovered that thq main 
44 object of the war was again accomplished ; 

44 agaip would he have talked of husband- 
n ing our resources against another day of 
" ftfial; and thus would have ended the re- 
‘\,s»nd panic war.”-What be would have 


done, had he become minister inMarch,»03,' 
he would now have done, had be beetJtl the 
head of a powerful cabinet, or, that fabinet 
. must have been broken up.——1 have for 
my part, long been fully persuaded, that Mr. 
„Pitt is not a person fit to be at the head of 
the affairs of a nation, particularly in times 
like the present. His system of political 
economy must be destroyed, or, it mutt de¬ 
stroy the mbnarchy ; and, such is hit per¬ 
tinacity, with regard to that system, that, it 
is much to be feared, he would risk the mo¬ 
narchy for its sake. How dangerous, then, 
would it be for such a person to be at the 
head of the government, to unite under . 
him, and thereby to silence and neutralize at 
least, all the leaders of all the parties, leaving 
no one to oppose his projects ? I am not sup¬ 
posing, that he would have been able easily 
to induce his colleagues to adopt every thing 
that came athwart his mind. They avould, 
doubtless, never have consented to any fur¬ 
ther alienation of the real property of the 
Church, much less would they have yielded 
to the seizure of the tithes, or any such 
measure ; but, for harmony’s sake, they' 
would, when once in, have yielded to a great 
deaf; and, 1 must confess, that I should 
have been cruelly mortifiefl to see Lord 
Grenville, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Windham 
lending their names and countenance to the 
exeemion of plans conceived by Lord Car¬ 
rington or George Rose. In such a state of 
things the country would have been left 
without hope. The monarchy would, in 
such case, have come to an end in the hands 
of Mr. Pitt, as the French monarchy did in 
the hands of Mr. Necker : the former, like 
the' latter, would have presented his 
“ Compte Rendu',” and have left it to be 
settled by thf Sovereign People. While 
there are men of great talents and character 
in the Opposition, the projects of Mr. Pitt 
never can be carried to this destructive 
length. <* 

, Bank-DollA ns. -Tn the former part 

of this sheet, there are two communications; 
one respecting Bank Dollars, and the 
other respecting the Sinking Fund. It 
will be perceived, that they contain opinions 
opposed to mine, on those subjects. There 
is not room left here to enter into an exami¬ 
nation of them; bnt, I am by no means 
afraid to leave them a week unanswered.. 

V Whether Gsoscs Ross is to succeed LoM . 
I Redesdale, as Lend High Chancellor of Ireland, or 
whether he is to have the first vacant Bishopric 
that falls, has not yet been finally settled. 
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** If pressed, thert, I have no hesitation to acknowledge my wish for the return of my Right Honour- 
44 able Friend” [Mr. Pitt] “ to Office. My Right Honourable Friend is incapable of playing so dis- 
“ honourable a gave as that to which the Honourable Member” [Mr. Sheridan] “ has alluded,” 
[that of underminirig the ministej, whore, he himself had recommended, in order to thiust him out 
and take his place]. “ No man was ever less likely to furnish, by his conduct, any grounds for such 
“ an imputation. Never did young ambition labour so much to attach popularity and power, as 
“ my Right Honourable Friend has laboured to detach them. He has laboured not for lame but for 
” obscurity"! ! !——Mn. Canning’s Speech, DecemberB, 1B02. 

737]-- l [738 


ROYALTY OF ROMAN CATHOLICS. 

Sir,—The eager impatience of your cor¬ 
respondent C. R. to find in your Register a 
defence of Lord Redesdale, or a refutation 
of the British Observer, naturally atir.icfc.d 
my attention. When I found, by reading a 
few lines of his letter, that he had hinisch 
Undertaken the task, I own, Sir, I did ex¬ 
pect some justification of that noble lord 
on religious or political grounds, or some- 
" thing like a reply to my own remarks. But 
these expectations, however rational, have 
been completely disappointed. The author 
of the letter brings before us an unconnect¬ 
ed series of trite objections against the Ca¬ 
tholic religion, objections which have re¬ 
peatedly been made, and as often fully re¬ 
futed. After a late discussion of these 
topics between two eminent divines of the 
church of Rome, and of the establishment, 
it is somewhat surprising, that the patience 
of the Public should be so soon put to a se¬ 
cond trial. As knowledge and discrimina¬ 
tion are not widely diffused among the bulk 
of mankind, as many dbem an objection un¬ 
answerable, because it receives no answer, 
as all do not possess that seifte and liberality, 
which are necessary in such a discussion, I 
think it highly adviscablc to correct the mis¬ 
statements of your correspondent, and to 
rectify his errors. As his representation of, 
Catholic doctrine<and practices can have nS 
tendency but to excite alarm, it appears to 
me, that the man who steps forward to allay 
this uneasiness, by correctly stating, what is 
evidently misrepresented, is a benefactor to 
his country.—-Your correspondent can* 
didly acknowledges? that he is little skilled 
In the history of popery. In this sentiment 
wc both most perfectly agree > and of the 
truth of this acknowledgment evtry sentence 
offers a confirmation. It is stated, that the 
public professions of loyalty made bf the 
Catholic bishops are contrary to the autho¬ 
rised doctrine^of their church, the‘acts of 
thpir Popes, the explanations of their doc¬ 
tors, and the continued practice of people, 


priests, an<J princes. How these formidable 
charges are substantiated the rfcader will be 
curious to learn. As to the avowed doc¬ 
trine of the Catholic church on the subject 
of loyalty, the 3d chapter of the 4th council 
of Lateran is referred to as conclusive evi¬ 
dence. It is extremely unpleasant, Sir, to 
lell.a gentleman, who, perhaps, like myself, 
may have devoted*his days and nights to 
literary pursuits, that he wholly miscon¬ 
ceives the meaning of the canon, and that 
he shews a complete ignorance of the cir¬ 
cumstances of the time in which it was 
framed.——About the close of the 12th, 
and the beginning of the 13th centuries, 
heretical opinions of the most dangerous na¬ 
ture and tendency were rapidly gaining, 
ground, and spreading the utmost disorder 
in several countries of Europe. These er¬ 
rors assumed a variety^of forms, and were 
propagated by leaders of different denomina¬ 
tions. Such were the Waldenses, the Ca- 
thari, the new Arians, the new Manicheans. 
The most dangerodS of these sects was, un¬ 
questionably, that of the Albigenses, who, 
besides disturbing by their disorders the re¬ 
ligious establishment of their country, 
broached doclrinBj hqstjje to ail govern, 
•ment, and to the very existence of civil so¬ 
ciety. Among a dark catalogue of errors, 
they condemned matrimony, but indulged 
in excesses of the most indelicate and the 
most atrocious nature. Against these pesti- 
ferrtbs members of society, the civil power 
had frequently proceeded with the utmost 
severity, but without effect. To repress 
their disorders in the most efficacious man¬ 
ner, the 4th council of Lateran was called 
in ttie year 1215, and at this assembly as¬ 
sisted, not only the usual proportion of 
bishops and dignified clergy, but ambassa¬ 
dors from almost evefy sovereign in Europe. 
Those of the Emperor, of the kings of 
France, England, Hungary, and Arragon 
pre particularly mentioned in the acts of the 
council. On that occasion it was decreed 
to excommunicate the heretics of the times 
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and to deliver them up to the civil power 
to receive the punishment due to thdr 
crimes. Then follows the clause contain¬ 
ing the objected words : “ If any temporal 
lord shall not obcv, within a.year, it shall be 
signified to the Pope, who shall from that 
time absolve his subjects’from their fidelity, 
and give up his country to the possession of 
the Catholics.” The statement of this trans¬ 
action shews, that it was not an ecclesiasti¬ 
cal usurpation of civil power, but a joint 
effort of church and state to repress disorders 
destructive to the interests of both. Such 
is the observation of FJcury, a wiitcr by no 
means partial to the civil pretensions of the 
Popes. “ The church,” says he, “ would ap- 
“ pear by this canon to invade the* civil 
“ power; but we must recollect that at this 
“ council many sovereigns were represent¬ 
ed by their cnd>a:‘,idors, who admitted 
“ these decrees in {.he names of their roas- 
ters ” (Hist. Fxclcsusj, Tom. X. LSv-77. 
§ 47). Indeed it requires not the learning 
of Fleury to an'ivcr the j,reposed objection. 
If your correspondent had taken the pains 
to turn to the 4?d chapter of the same 
council, he wuu! 1 have found an explicit 
avowal, of the independence, both of the 
civil and spiritual powers. The words are 
remarkable and deserve to be transcribed. 
u Sicut volumus ut jura clcric&rum non 
** usurpent laid, ita veils del-emus ne cic- 
“ rici jura sibi vinuicent ialcorum.” As 
this 42d canon contains an acknowledgment 
of the power of sovereigns, and as the Lid 
canon relates only to a co-operation of the 
civil and ecclesiastical powers for the pur¬ 
pose of repressing crimes punishable by the 
laws oF this and of every civilized country, 
I expect from the candour of votir corres¬ 
pondent a formal retractation of a rash and 
unfounded opin:<jB**»(3ee Concilia. Edit. 
Labbe Paris 1^71. Torn. JV. p. 11S, £40 ;* 
also Floury’s Hist. Ilccles. Tom. % VI. Liv. 

76 and 77.)-As your correspondent has 

failed in establishing the “ precept,” let us 
see whether he will succeed heller in prov¬ 
ing the “ practice.” He asserts, Shat 
Pius V. issued a bull absolving Elizabeth’s 
subjects from their allegiance, and forbid¬ 
ding obedience to her under pain of excom¬ 
munication. The fact is undoubtedljj.truc, 
but let us examine whether it will autho¬ 
rise the conclusion which he has thought 
proper to draw. £he £omnn Pontiffs have 
always claimtd a spiritual power and a 
supreme jurisdiction over the whole Cal holic 
church, arrd Catholics are obliged by their 
religion to admit the claim. Some Popes, 
have been found to exceed the limits of the 
spiritual power, and to interfere in the civil 


concerns of sovereigns, but their pretensions 
have been as often resisted by Catholics 
themselves. Of what kind is this act, by 
which the Pope attempted to deprive Eliza¬ 
beth of the crown ? Unquestionably of the 
latter description. Had his holiness con¬ 
fined himself to the sentence of excommu¬ 
nication, he would have exceeded his 
duly; for as he can ihforce obedience in 
matters relating to faith, morals, and disci¬ 
pline, it certainly is in his power to declare 
who arc members of his church, and who 
deserve to be removed from the pale of his 
communion. But when that Pontiff at¬ 
tempted to deprive Elizabeth of her temporal 
right, he certainly proceeded to a deed not 
within the limits ot his jurisdiction, and not 
ju-tified by !he example of the most eminent 
and mo-, illualiioi!) of his predecessors. 
Tins sd'lary iast..iue, therefore, cannot be 
produced as r.n example of the practice of 
the lY-prp i.iu-di less of the authorised usages 
of the C;ui:o’ : e religion, no more than the 
attempt of Charles 1. to raise fnoney with¬ 
out the consent of Pci Ik: ru-rit can be referred 
to as a pr..cfire p'rm-'.l-d by the British 
constmiiio ’. lie hi -, kt it be remembered 
that the po,-.. r, v<v pionosed to the faithful 
the ackuowki-gmant ot (kb pretended right, 
as an essentia! L :m of communion, that for 
many ages it I;: s beer discontinued, and lias 
grown obsolete, ami (bat Catholics never 
thought the , inn of it a matter of 
conscientious ob i c.t.un. It is a notorious 
fact, tku at the nt day, the Catholics 
of the Uni-. d Kin./km have formally dis¬ 
avowed it by a sol '.m appeal to the Al 
mighty. (See Ike Iri.li Oath, 1774, and 

the Engiith of and 17f)J.)-The 

loyal conduct o; !ne English Catholics dur¬ 
ing the period to which your correspondent 
alludes, Is a proof of (he purity of their religi¬ 
ous doc'.: inc. Let him examine their behavi¬ 
our with a ciitic-1 eye at a period when the 
kingdom v,---, tloeatcneJ with invasion by a 
powerful hoiic sovereign, commanding 
ills whole force of the Spanish monarchy; let 
hint htai it. his mind, that they weresmarting 
Under the severest i offerings; that they were 
in a state of persecution for professing the re¬ 
ligion of their fathers; exposed to fines,im¬ 
prisonment, exile, and death ; that the scaf¬ 
fold was perpetually flowing with the blood of 
their clergy^ one hundred and forty of whom 
suffered death dui ing this reign on account of 
(hecxerciscof their priesllyfunctions. (Mem. 
Miss. Pr. Vol. I. and 11. passim. Dodd’s 
Church Hist. Vol. II. Art. Elizabeth).— 
Let him likewise reflect on Pie tenor of the 
bull to which he has referred* and then de¬ 
termine what could have given birth bo an 
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unexampled display of loyalty, but their 
strong sense of duty to God and their Sove¬ 
reign f Of the fact no doubt can be enter¬ 
tained : even Hume, whose history exhibits 
instances of unpardonable inaccuracies and 
omissions respecting the Catholics, bears 
ample testimony in their favour on this oc¬ 
casion. “ Some gentlemen,” says he, “ of 
u that sect” (the majority of the nation at 
that time!) “ entered themselves as volun- 
** teers in the fleet or army; some equipped 
“ ships at their own charge, and gave the 
M command of them to Protestants; others 
** were active in animating their tenants, 
“ and vassals, and neighbours to the defence 
“ of the country.” (History of England, 
Vo!. V. Eiiz. Chap. 42, page 338. Eiit. 
1773).-When, Sir, the meritorious con¬ 

duct of English Catholics at the period under 
consicteration is viewed in its true light, and 
with ail the circumstances which I have 
mentioned, it will be found to stand almost 
unexampled in the history of mankind. 
Let it be compared with the behaviour of 
those nations that adopted the reformed 
doctrines, and the contrast will be irresist¬ 
ibly striking. What produced those extra¬ 
ordinary convfilsions during the course of 
the 16th century in Sweden, in Germany,in 
the Low Countries, in Swisserian.l, nod Ge¬ 
neva, but the levelling and jacobir.ic.il prin¬ 
ciples of the reforming doctors ? Who ex¬ 
cited rebellion in the kingdom of Scotland 
at that period, and brought affairs to such 
an alarming crisis, that an unfortunate queen 
was constrained to seek an asylum in a 
neighbouring country, where, by the urn 
lenting malice of a rival, she found a rr’'o:i 
and a scaffold ? They were sr.uject. n 
ed in the new doctrines, a^d grace:.!.:-; hi 
the schools of the rights of moo. Let the 
conduct of the CaLiioucs he compared with 
theirs, and I am confident, that it will re¬ 
ceive additional splendour from the contrast. 

— .....Your correspondent proceeds to corn-, 
plain, that many Carbolic writers have de¬ 
fended the deposing doctrine. Without 
pretending to justify the opirfions of those 
doctors, it is certainly not unfair to state 
their sentiments, and to see how far an Eng¬ 
lishman wiH con-ider them a» deserving of 
censure. If a sovereign should violate (he 
fundamental laws of his realm, if he should 
proceed so far as to defeat the purposes of 
government and dissolve the boiftls of socie¬ 
ty, these doctors did not in that case deem 
the people authorised to revolt. No; they 
required that the affair in the last .rerori 
should be rubmkied to the judgment df the 
sovereign Pontiff, and if he deemed it dc‘- j 
pc rate, they allowed him a power of d'*p f ">- 1 
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ing the king, and of absolving "his subjects 
from their allegiance. Such was the depos¬ 
ing doctrine as maintained by some Catho¬ 
lic divines. The notions were purely spe¬ 
culative,and served toexercise the ingenuity 
1 of the disputant in the schools, or of the 
student in the closet.——But this power* 
even in the form in which 1 have described 
it, is now universally exploded by Catholics, 
and in the United Kingdom the rejection or 
it is confirmed by the solemn sanction of an 
oath. But with what grace, let me ask, can 
British subjects condemn so very pointedly 
the conduct of their Catholic ancestors on 
this account ? Their forefathers held, it is 
(rue, a speculative opinion on the subject, 
hut the descendants *have actually carried 
there notions into effect. Without the for¬ 
mality of recurring to the Pope, an English 
King has been actually deposed, and the 
revolution which it occasioned is celebrated 
as the most glorious epoch in our history. 

I think if we view this grand event with 
enthusiasm, we may afford to shew some 
indulgence to the speculative opinions of our 
forefathers.—-—-With respect to the com¬ 
mission said to have been given to Campion 
and Parsons by the legates to assassinate 
Elizabeth, your correspondent mav rest as¬ 
sured that it is entirely without foundation. 
Those two able divines rrr 5, ed in England * 
in 1580, solely for the purpose of exercising 
the functions of the ministry, and on that 
account Campion was apprehended and exe¬ 
cuted at Tyburn, Dec. !, 1581, a tate winch 
! Parens narrowly escaped by leaving the 
j kingdom. (Dodd, \,o!. II. p. 137 and 402). 

|-The course of my ob'crvatinns leads 

; me to examine the celebrated gunpowder 
! plot, which, says your correspondent, was 
j contrived by the same baud ', * ; lh6 Legate:, 
(eftho'e dav:;,” This statement indicates i\ 

' A/t.iftbr degree of credulity, ignorance, or 
misrepresentation than ever influenced the 
■ opinions of those who have been most hos¬ 
tile tn the Catholic cause. No charge was 
made against the Pope or his Legates on 
this subject. It has indeed been said, that 
Pope Clement VIII. a few years before, 
published two briefs, addressed to the Eng¬ 
lish Catholics, exhorting them not t® obey 
(he sijfxessor cf Eiinl d". it he should be 
a heretic. But these briefs never had an 
existence; this report we must, therefore 
rank among many Saul ^calumnies which 
were invented to discredit theCathojjc cause. 
As to the body of the English Catholics, the 
King himself, in his speech to Parliament, 
acquitted them of every species of guilt in 
the transaction. Sixteen persons only were 
i nnucated in the act of attainder which 


MAY 10, 1804. 




passed, and nine appear to have been the 
great actors in the dreadful scene. No Ca¬ 
tholic of any great consideration ivas privy 
to the plan, and the conspirators by no 
means bore the reputable character which 
some bigotted historians have given them. < 
Garnet the priest was, indeed, made ac¬ 
quainted with the design in the sacrament 
of confession, and attempted to dissuade 
Him who consulted him, from partaking in 
the plot, by every argument in his power. 
But the knowledge, which by ail laws of 
heaven and earth, hecouldmake use of only 
in the sacred tribunal, proved fatal to him ; 
for he was informed against by the man 
who consulted him, and executed May 3, 
ItfOo. (Dodd, Vol. II. p. 39.5.)— ,—By 
what logic the horrid crimes of a few daring 
men can be cither attributed to the religion 
which they profess, or be charged to the 
community to whigh they belong, we are 
still doomed to inquire. The infernaj de¬ 
sign can no more be denominated a Catholic 
plot than the late wretched attempt of Des- 
pard and his associates, to overturn the go¬ 
vernment, can be called a Protestant conspi¬ 
racy.-But, Sir, what will be the surprise 

of your correspondent when he learns per¬ 
haps, for the first time, that there are wri¬ 
ters of respectability both among Protestants 
as well as Catholics, who ascribe the whole 
infernal machination to the secret suggestion 
of Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, the Secretary of 
State. He is accused, and the accusation 
will not easily be refuted, of having engaged 
some men or desperate fortunes and of no 
religion, though nominally Catholics, to un¬ 
dertake the work of fiarkness, in order to 
raise the hatred of the nation against that 
respected-body of men, and to ruin them in 
the estimation of the King. His father, 
Lord Burleigh, had recurred to a similar 
stratagem to bring the ^iueeii of Scots to the 
scaffold, and the son inherited every quality 
which rendered him fit for an ifnderiaking 
of the same kind. Indeed, the improbabi¬ 
lity that any one but a secret agent of Cecil 
should write the letter to Lord Monvcaglc 
ten days before the meeting of Parliament, 
the delay of the Secretary in communicating 
it to the King, the circumstance of postpon¬ 
ing the search of the vaults till the eve of 
the meeting of Parliament, of shooting the 
four leading conspirators, when they might 
easily have been apprehended by the sheriff, 
the sudden deal If of Tresham in prison, who 
was known to have had some communica¬ 
tion with Cecil not long before, all this 
gives a very singular appearance to this hor¬ 
rid transaction. Osborne expressly calls’it 
'• a neat device of the Secretary,” and Hig- 
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gons entertain; no doubt on the subject. 
“ This design, says he, was hammered in 
“ the forge of Cecil.” I believe that what 
I have said is sufficient to repress all cla¬ 
mour against the Catholics on this subject, 
and to induce the legislature to erase from 
the calendar the ridiculous holiday of the 
5th of November. (S&“ an ample discussion 
on this subject in Milner’s Letters to a Pre¬ 
bendary, Letter VII. 2d. Edit. Osborne’s 
Hist. Mem. of James I. Higgon’s Short 

View, Dodd, Vol. II. j>. 331).-The 

charge brought against the Pope, of forbid¬ 
ding the Catholics of that period to take 
the oath of allegiance to James, is another 
instance of misrepresentation. lie never 
ordered them to refuse a fair test of allegi¬ 
ance, but forbad them to take a proposed 
oath, which contained sentiments incon¬ 
sistent with their religious principles. A 
similar affair happened to the fnglish Ca¬ 
tholics a very few years ago; conscientious 
scruples were urged against an oath under 
the discussion of Parliament; the proposed 
lest was accordingly set aside, and another 
substituted by the humanity of the legisla¬ 
ture.—The account of priests being found 
killed at Edge-Hill fighting iigainst Charles 
I. is a foolish story related by Echard and 
some writers who appear scarcely to credit .it 
themselves; and if it were true, it would 
only prove that these unfortunate men trans¬ 
gressed thecanons of their church by which 

they are forbidden to carry arms-When 

your correspondent says, that Catholics were 
always conspiring against William III. and 
George I. I suspected some typographical 
error in tiial part of his letter. There were 
three conspiracies' against William, and all 
conducted by Protestants, by those wliigs 
who had calltfd him to the throne ; and as 
to the rebellion in the reign of George I. it 
was not peculiar to Catholics more than to 
Protestants. (See Smollett, 4lh Vol. 4to. 
Edit. Reign of William and George I.)—— 
I have thus refuted, Sir, the various inaccu¬ 
racies, errors, and misrepresentations which 
your correspondent C. R. has accumulated 
from our history respecting Catholics. The 
review of his unwarranUbleattacks on Irish 
loyally must be postponed to a # future occa¬ 
sion, as L ant fearful of trespassing too much 
on your patience by a more lengthened 
letter. J. cannot dismiss this subject with¬ 
out distinctly assuring you, your corres¬ 
pondent, and the Public, that, in pursuing 
the discussion, I am actuated by the honour¬ 
able motives of espousing the cause of in¬ 
jured innocence, of couqferacting the de¬ 
signs of those who are attempting to irritate 
four millions of his Majesty’s subjects, and 
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of promoting that harmony and concord, 
whidi, at this critical period, are peculiarly 
necessary to secure the liberties and inde- 

S endence of the British Empire.-Tm 

ritish Observer. — May It, 1SOI. 

EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH. 
Proceedings in the riCnnale of the French 
Republic , relative to the prdpusition, sub¬ 
mitted to the Tribunate by Cur be ,/or con¬ 
ferring o»N apoleon Buonaparte the 
rank and title of Emperor of the 
French, and for making the said rank 
and title hereditary in his family according 
to the laws of promigeniture. 

SITTING OF M*V i, 1 80i. 

Carnot (being the only one who objected 
to the pioposition) mounted the Tribune. 
1-Ie set out with declaring, that being to 
speak against the motion otCur'e, lie should 
endeavour to preset ve the same moderation 
in delivering his opinion, which had been 
exhibited by the Tribunes who hail spoken 
in favour of the motion. He added, that he 
referred those who wished to put a bad con¬ 
struction on his sentiment's to the rigid exa¬ 
mination of his conduct since the commence¬ 
ment of the resolution. He took up^ the 
question of conferring on Buonaparte the 
dignity of Emperor for life, and making it 
hereditary in his family- He asked, if it 
was to grant the first consul a reward for his 
services to offer him the sacrifice of li¬ 
berty ? He asked, whether it was not to 
destroy Buonaparte’s own work to make 
France his private patrimony ?-—-—“ I 
voted against the consulate tor life, ’ con¬ 
tinue the orator, “ and Jf will not this day, 
follow a different course. I will be con¬ 
sistent with mvself; but tli^ moment that 
the order of things which is proposed is es¬ 
tablished, I will be the first to conform to it 
and to yield to the new authority proofs of 
my deference. May all the members of the 
community follow the same example.” The J 
orator went on to * the examination of the 
form of government proposed to be esta¬ 
blished. He cited a number *of examples 
from the history of Rome, and drew, as an 
inference from them, that a government by 
one individual was not in the smallest degree 
a sure pledge of its stability or its tranquil¬ 
lity. He applied the same inference to the 
history of France, where intestine commo¬ 
tions and civil discords so often txisted un¬ 
der the government of princes, weak # or 
unworthy of governing.—-** After the peace 
of Amiens,” continued Carnot, “ Buona¬ 
parte bad the choice between a republic or a 
monarchy ; but he had sworn to defend the 
former, and to respect the wishes of France. 


whjch had made him their guardian. Now 
it wa» proposed to make of that power a 
property, of which, at present, only the ad¬ 
ministration is possessed.-The Romans 

were most jealous of their liberty, and Ca- 
inillus Fabius and Cincinnatus only saved 
the country because they relinquished the 
power which had been confided to them 
after they had saved their country. But the 
liberty of Rome perished as soon as Csesar 

wished to usurp absolute power.”-He 

cited the example of the United Stales. It 
was reserved for the New World to shew to 
the Old the practicability of a nation’s en¬ 
joying liberty, and the rising prosperity of 
the people. The destinies to which they ap¬ 
peared to be called left no doubt remaining 
of the existence of that truth. After discus¬ 
sing a variety of general principles, Carnot 
made some particular observations. “ Will 
(said he) ,k the opinioif of the public func¬ 
tionaries be the free wish of the whole na¬ 
tion ? Will there not be inconveniencies at¬ 
tending the expression of an opposite sen¬ 
timent ? Is the liberty of the press so much 
restrained and degraded that it will be im¬ 
possible to make, in the public prints, the 
most respectful remonstrances against the 
proposed arrangement ?• ■ — 1 he orator con¬ 
sidered the question in another point of ^ 
view. He asked, if the expulsion of the 
Bourbons at all involved the necessity of a 
new dynasty; if the establishment of a 
dynasty would not place obstacles in the 
way of a general peace ; if it would be re¬ 
cognized by foreign powers, and if in case 
of a refusal to recognize it arms would ne¬ 
cessarily be resorted to, and tor an empty 
title the security of the French nation would 
not perhaps be endangered f This is not the 
only means which ^he existing governmeat 
has of consolidating'itself. The means of 
fliis consolidation consists in adherence to 
justice. Far be it from me here to make 
•any particular application, or to cast any 
blame on the operations of government. 
Such a thought has no place in my heart.— 
Is liberty then disclosed to man only that it 
may never be enjoyed ? No! 1 cannot con¬ 
sent to regard it as a mere chimera, and my 
heart tells me that its government is easv. 
In conclusion, said the orator—I am leady 
to sacrifice my personal opinion to the inte¬ 
rests of my country. My respect for the 
law will remain unalterable,^and I desire 
above all things to see every opinion, and 
every sentiment united against our eternal, 
our implecable enemy, that enemy which is 
now meditating universal oppression. I vote 
against the motion. 

Faure next mounted the Tribune, tic 
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applied himself to the refutation of Carnot’s 
speech. He asked, if he had well manifest¬ 
ed his respect for 'the law, by reminding 
them that he had on a preceding occasion 
voted against the consulship for life, sanc¬ 
tioned by the vote of more than a million of 
Frenchmen i He asked h : m, if he had for 
gotten the regime of 1793, and that horrible 
Decern viral Committee which, in cold blood, 
signed arrests for death and proscriptions 
and he was astonished at hearing of opposi¬ 
tion to that proposition which alone could 
prevent the return of such miseries. We 
are not here to consider the interests of an in¬ 
dividual family, but the intere .('.of the whole 
nation. Here Faurc entered into an c$a:ni- 
nation of the Slatcof France in 1789 and its 
present situa’ion. He inquired what were 
the propositions contained in the loose 
draught of the Constituent Assembly, arc! 
lie found their completion in the loan of go 
verumeut, which it v. vA now proposed to 
establish, lit; supported the moLion. 

Artiuuld began in the following terms the 
speech which he also delivered in hivour of 

the mobov. :--What is this fatality which 

has seized our colleague, which renders him 
the passive witnes-. of the outrages c f the 
Committees c.f Public Safety, which ervrirs 
him to th'e Directory, and cannot iurni-'h 
him with the means of doing good to the 
people which on the 18th Fructidor rendeis 
him the victim of the events of that clav, and 
does not permit him to perceive the share 
which Fichegru then had in the conspiracy 
formed against France r—Albison, Grenier, 
Chabot, (de T.’Allier), Deictic and Chailan;!, 

severally spoke in favour of the motion- 

Carion-Nizas refuted the opinion of Carnot 
His speech will be published at the end of 
the one he delivered yesterday. 

siiting OP MAY 2,1801. t 

The order of the day was called for the 
continuation of the discussion on toe motion 
of Curve.—Cha^sison contended that the 
inleiMon of the French had always been to 
establish a monarchical for n of goverimsent. 
The wish formed in 1789 was now to be 
fulfilled, and no person than Buonaparte 
could better fulfil this wish, which will con- 
stitute*the happiness of France and our pos¬ 
terity. He voted for the motion, and six- 
copies of his speech were ordered to be 
printed. 

Pekrek fqrmefi the*-wish dictated to him 
6y his sincerity and his conscience. He 
added a few* words to corroborate what had 
been said, to prove how well Buonaparte uas 
worthy the dignity to which the French 
people called him. He particularly directed 
fth observations to shew what a powerful 


guarantee posterity would- possess in tlje he¬ 
reditary succession proposed. “ The latest 
posterity of the head of the government,” 
said he, “ will seek, in the history of Buona- 
( parte the example which they ought to fol¬ 
low. They will respect his glory, and never 
shall our posterity have reason to reproach 
us for the wish winch wq form this day.”-— 
The speech was ordered to be printed. 

Carret and Delpierre joined their wishes 
to that of their colleagues. This is not the 
time, said Delpierre, when the people were 
the property of kings. The inlerots of 
both me now common, Their tepjse, their 
ttr.biliis, and their happiness are henceforth 
insepat able. 

f ayai cf —I know that thc'First Consul, the 
august head of the government, has the 
wishes of the French people. The pens of 
the eloquent are employed in celebrating bis 
glc-ry ; and posterity, which is the judge of 
great men, will only re-echo the language 
of the age in which he lived. 1 know the 
place which he occupies in their hearts; I 
know, if I can judge by myself, the devotion 
j wh'cli he merits, and with which he has in- 
j spied you. T know all the ( rights which 
| Itis, ininenl services give him to the dignity 
j of Lrnpetor, and to have it made hereditary 
! in family. But let us examine abstract- 
I edly, from all personal feelings of gratitude 
and love, if live unity and heteditary succes¬ 
sion of the chief Consul, be consistent with 

the government of France.-Different 

states have a right to that form of govern¬ 
ment which they enjoy, according to prin¬ 
ciples invariable as that nature from which 
they originate. Imvain political maladies 
afreet and suspend those principles lor a mo¬ 
ment. The ci-isis censes, and nature re¬ 
sumes her rights. It is the nature of things, 
that a country of vast extent, whose security 
is not guaranteed by its physical position, 
and whose relations with its neighbours in¬ 
cessantly menace its tranquillity, ought to 
be governed by one head. Rome, at its 
birth, had kings, because the states which 
surrounded were governed by kings. Rome, 
after conquering her neighbours, expelled 
the Kings and created Consuls. When her 
power had gone beyond the lifniis of her 
territories, when she had to combat nations 
far removed from the centre of her domi¬ 
nions, ese*p the excessive love of liberty 
could not prevent the ruin of the republic, 
and Emperors were elevated to the throne. 
-Happy would have been that great na¬ 
tion if the fir-.t of their Emperors had, as he 
had it in his power, made*the government 
hereditary in his family. The scenes which 
covered the throne with blood— the civil 



7+9] 


•MAY 19, 180+. 


[750 


wars yvliich desolate-.! that vast empire, and 
precipitated i/s downfall, would not have 
sullied the page of the hi .lory of these mas¬ 
ters of the- world, l'it! r.-v» great error led 
to dreadfular>u«c?. On the ruins of a mo- ( 
tiarchy destroyed, an attempt was made to 
substitute a monarchical government. France 
must have been di^iio, cd, if the genius of 
Botina parte had not created the Consulship, 
to precede for a few years (lie creation of 

the imperial dignity.-Me is called to this 

elevated post bv the unanimous wish, 
and this wish is the first sentiment which 
ought to give rise to military services." He 
had, as Consul, the power of performing vast 
services, ami you have seen that he has used 
it with a degree of success of which no ex¬ 
ample is afforded in the history of the worl I. 
This is enow!) for his own glory, blit itis" 

not cTioii’h fui the happinessol France.- 

it is in the•• (.ore of tilings, that if empires 
prosper under a great man, the moment 
which deprives them of hi„ services menaces 
them with some dreadful explosion, if the 
same moment does not substitute in his place 
him who is to be his successor. It is then 
that ambition becomes cm famed, and long 
before ambition prepare., in secret the means 

of supplanting rivals.-Long disputes, 

succeeded bv civil wars, agitate the minds of 
men,disturb for ages the union uf citizens, 
and the people aie often so unfortunate as 
not to see who in tnc most worthy among 
the rival candidates to receive t he sceptre of 
which death has bereaved the object of their 
regret.-What then can prevent these dis¬ 

asters ? A constitutional law which fixes the 
line of succession, nruk which gives to the 
family of the Chief the new dynastv.—This 
is the object of ihe motion wider discussion, 
and I assent to it, permatud tint if the em¬ 
pire is the price of the virtue, of the great 
man who is called to ihe impeii.d bignitv, 
the succcssioS to it by lire family guarantees 
to Fiance ages of glory and of repose. • • 

Costasendeavuured to prove that the mo- 
lion was one founded on utility, that it was 
salutary and patriotic. ITeaLo replied to 
the arguments Used yesterday by Carnot. 

Savoie Rollen said, absolute monarchy is 
the most Regrading of systems—Monarchy 
connected with the representative system 
conciliated political and civil liberty. In 
the excessive stage of civilization to which 
we are arrived, there can be no stability in 
the government if it is arbitrary, but if # it is 
founded on law, it is incorruptible. Fre¬ 
deric said, that laws could not succceij, except 
by the preservation of a proper equilibrium 
betwixt the power of the government and 
♦he liberty of the people. What Frederic 


though, Napoleon is about to execute. ^ 
vote for the motion of order, which goes 
to unite hereditary power to the representa¬ 
tive government. 

Beauvais obtained leave to make a motion 
of order, the object of which was—1. To 
declare that the discussion is closed—2dly, 
To decide that the reporter of the commis¬ 
sion shall be authorised to morrow to make 

his motion on Curve’s motion of order.- 

Both of these motions were agreed to. 

SITTING OF MAY 3, 180+. 

The Tribunate, having heard the report 
of the Special Commission, appointed to con¬ 
sider of the proposition made by Citizen 
Curee, have resolved:-1st. That Napo¬ 

leon* Buonaparte, First Consul, shall be pro¬ 
claimed Emperor of the French, and in that 
quality be charged with the government of 

France.-'2dly, That the title of Emperor, 

together with the Imfttriai powers, shall be 
hefedil.iry iti his family, in the male fine, and 
in the order of primogeniture —— 3dly. The 
Constituted Authorities, in forming the ne¬ 
cessary regulations for the establishment of 
the hereditary powers, sh >11 make all due 
provisions for preserving equality, liberty, 
and the rights of the people ——4-lhly. The 
present vote shall be carried to the senate 
by a deputation of six members, who are to 
explain to it the motives which have induced* 
the Tribunate to take this resolution. 

FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

KM'OUT OF THE FKXNCH G1UND JUDGE. 

(Continued from p. .) 

No. II. Xrpoittf the ml a new of Mu. Rosev 

•unlit Mr. Drake. 

On the 4th Germinal 1 .unveil at Mnnirh, at G 
o'clock, m the evcmng.and alighted at Mr. Drake’s, 
Minister ot England; lie lodged me at Ins house, 
in a chamber on the same flour with his own 
apartment, is had beffn a.uccd upon at our former 
"interview. Enraged Jacobin as I was supposed 
to be, hcjeccivcd me w.m the most affi ttionate 
legal it.,, and I presented turn with the letter ol my 
pictcrided genetal, w>th a request to answer it im¬ 
mediately, which he did the next day. As this 
an.yer contained the principal del* Is ol our con¬ 
versation, l shall content my sc. 11 wuh giving a suc¬ 
cinct result ol it-On Mi. Duke's asku „• me 

what news there was in Fume, I answered, that 
events had never yet been so f.vonrable for us; 
that the at rests of d liferent loyalists hafl east an 
impenetrable ve 1 oven oursteiet projects, and we 
vveie rejoiced lo lied, that not a s.ngle Jacobin 
had been apprehended, &c. &< • ‘1 believe w.th 

you ' replied Mr. Duke, ‘ that you are secuie 
In,in being susperu ii*aad*I hajje no doubt that 
every stroke which y»u make is directed with a 
ccitainty of suetC'S; hut icmeipherto recommend 
it to youi general, that it is essent al to un.tc all 
patties in the first opt ■ at ions th.n he shall under¬ 
bake, and that he- must present an imposing mask, 
to the Consul: on this occasion he will he able to 
employ the royalist party with the gieaiest advan- 
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Sage.’ 1 observed to Mr. Drake, that my general 
was entirely of his opinion, but that the commit¬ 
tee could not bring itself to unite to such an ex¬ 
cellent cause a party so contrary to us principles. 
itc. &c.——Make your use of it at all events,’ 
said he to me, as he was walking in his garden, 

4 and when you have overthrown B -, it 

will be very easy to purge yourself of all that are 
not of your party, as you have frequently done in 
the course of the revolution-’—It was necessary 
for me to consider the task in which I had en¬ 
gaged, and the utility of my mission to my coun¬ 
try, to enable me to restrain the indignation that 
1 felt on the occasion. I felt myself powcrlully 
urged to divulge my real name to the wretch, and 
to demand satisfaction, with my sword in my 
hand, for all the calumny that he had dared to ex¬ 
press and think. However, I governed my resent¬ 
ment ; the conversation then languished for a 
time, but Diakc soon renewed it—' Rcmeijiber’ 
said he, ‘ support the tdcxihat 1 threw out to your 
general; an augmentation of pay must be pro¬ 
mised to the regiments on which you can rely. I 
will furnish, lor some months, all tins expense, 
and you may hereaficr supply them fiom the con¬ 
fiscations of your party*. 1 should have wished 
that your general would have waited a 1 mle'be¬ 
fore he began his first operations ; but, since he 
thinks the picscnt moment so Uvi uiabh , he is 
anxious to get possession of Humn;,ncn, wh en is 
not remote from the centre <>1 your operations. I 
intend to fix myself at Fribourg, to be ab'e to give 
jyou prompt and < ei ta n assistance. As to the ci¬ 
tadel of Strasburgh, wc must think no moie of it; 
it is too distant. I believe that your general will 
not have failed to make a puweriul p.uiv in the 
army, to produce a diversion, for wi lnmt that, 

B-——.would be able to fight you witu ad¬ 

vantage ; all the means which he possesses to op¬ 
pose you must be previously calculated, in order 
to render his.:c|RJrls abortive; but profit, when 
the occasiomthall offer, of the trouble in which 
the rest Wms partisans shall be plunged. Destroy 
them without pity; pity is not the virtue of a 
politician.’——Mr. Drake insisted very much that 
my.'general should send Mr*Muller to h-ni. * He 
is indispensihly necessary to me; 1 want him vciy 
much to put me in possession of the present course 
of affairs, and to inform me who are of your party, 
for without that I shall not be able to justify my¬ 
self to my own government„sflucli will be desirous 
of knowing the names of the principal persons,, 
when it is to furnish you with sut h considerable 
sums of money.’ Mr. Drake gave sue a sum, 
amounting to 74,97<> livrcs in gold. ‘ It is all that 
I can do lor you at present,' (lie said) • but I shall 
send soon to Mr. Spencer Smith, at Stutgard, who 
will furnish you with a much larger sum ; I sjive 
you a letter for him, and a passport as an English 
courier, charged with dispatches for Cassel, as, in 
that character, it will not be necessary for you to 
present yourself to the French Envoy, who watches 
our most minute actions. You will say nothing to 
Mr. Smith as to what has passed between us 4 ; you 
may, however, satisfy his curiosity Respecting the 
news in France.’ I then took leave of Mr. Drake 
(Monday, the 5th inftant). and entered my post- 
chaise which trns brought to the gate of this 
hotel at half past ten at night, and took the road 
for Stutgard: in that city I arrived the 7th, at half 
ast one m the afternoon, as an English courier, 
stopped at the Golden French Horn Inn, ami 
was conducted to the house of Mr. Spencer Smith, 
where I was announced under the name of Lc- 1 
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febvre. His first reception of me was cold and 
accompanied with an air of suspicion. I then 
gave him the letter from Mr. Drake, and no sooner 
was he informed who 1 was, than lie overwhelmed 
me with civilities. He begged me to excuse the 
ungracious manner in which I was received j * for,’ 
“(said he) * 1 do not consider myself here as in a 
state of security, 1 assure you, that for some days 
past I have received no ore but with a pistol ift 
my hand; 1 am not upou a tjed of roses. 1 regard 
myself as an out-post, and I declare to you, that if 

B -- required that 1 should be arrested, the 

Elector of Wirteinberg, though lus wife is a Prin¬ 
cess of England, would instantly deliver me up, 
without giving me the least previous notice: lor 
he already entertains some doubts as to the nature 
of my occupation here ; and he is actually afraid 
that it may compromise him with the Consul.’ 
He informed himself with much apparent interest 
of the affairs of Fiance, and told me that the arrest 
of the Due D’Enghien had greatly disconcerted 
him; that he was very much affected by the nus- 
, fortunes of 1’icliegriiand that England had with 
great reason formed sanguine c;:pectationit from 
tnc mission ot a man at once so popular and so 
full of talent. ‘ I knew him very well,’ he re¬ 
peated, vv uli great emotion, * because it was the 
lieutenant oi my brother who disembarked him 
on the Coast of France, l flattered myself that he 
would have been able to escape, hut we must 
reci.on no more upon that, etnee it appears to be 
1 cevt.iu: th.it he has been appiehcnded.’ He 
earnestly icqne-ted me to write a letter to Stras- 
burgh to Madame Franck, the ha'ukccr, to desire 
her to U'.-naid herc.ifn r all let.eis which she 
should icioivc addressed to Baton De Herbert, a 
Germ ;n officer. She may forward them to me 
undo me false cover of the son of George Henry 
Kcllci, banker, at Stutgatd: 1 am the more anxious 
to leccivc the in, because some among them may 
be irom Pichegrti.* lie desired me a!»o to inform 
myself of Madame Hcnretn dc Tiomehn, whose 
husband ne had known at Constantinople; he had 
the very great kin due >■> to inform tnc that his as¬ 
sumed name was Dc Lloud, and he appeared to 
ricuve no considerable consequence, in his own 
opinion, from the inirgfies he had earned on un¬ 
der that denomination. The sectetary of this Mi. 
Smith is M. Peucjyjd, formcily in the service of 
the Bishop of Seez ; tins emigiant entertamed me 
for a long time with hi» lamentations, and quite 
ovl reamc me with the horrible actions he recount¬ 
ed of the Chief of the French nattpn. Mr. Drake, 
Mr. Spencei Smith, and M. Pciicaud, let me know 
V/iat they should have been most completely tired 
with the dulness of Munich add Stutgard, it it had 
not been for the occupation afforded them by the 
affairs of France,- they boasted, however, that they 
could draw very considerable sums from the Eng¬ 
lish government.-‘ Trust in your friends,’said 

Mr. Spencer Smith to me, ‘ there are bills of ex¬ 
change for 113,150 livrcs, and I will seed whatever 
they may want, but, par Dieu they ‘must strike 
home for it.’ At this moment he presented me 
with a pair of pistols, of the manufacture of Ver¬ 
sailles : ‘ Yofl may,’ said he, * make an advan¬ 
tageous use of these little friendly twins, tor they 
never miss.’ 1 at fiist hesitated to receive them, 
but 1 considered myself as an officer of artillery, 
who assumes a disguise to acquire a knowledge of 
an enemy’* town ; every kind of mask becomes 
him, hb stifles his sensibility, and*secs nothing but 
the order of his general, and the object of his mis¬ 
sion. I took leave of Mr. Spencer Smith the 9th 
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instant. One of his domestics brought me the 
post horfts, and harnessed them to my chaise at 
four o'clock in the afternoon. I proceeded to 
Sttasburgh the following day, and continued my 
route fdr Paris, where I arrived on the 14th inst. 
It is in vain for me to attempt a description of the 
sentiments of hatred and rage with which these 
monsters are an< mated against our country. The 
only hope that sustains tbim, is to sec us armed 
one against the other, jTliere is no occupation so 
vtle or atrocious, for which they are not fitted: at 
the same time their cowardice is extreme; the 
shadow of a brave man is alone sufficient to sink 
them into the earth; they pass their life in form¬ 
ing plots, and which is the natural effect of crimi¬ 
nal habits, they continually imagine themselves 
surrounded with dangers. Whether it is that in 
the courts friendly to France, and that are under 
essential obligations io the First Consul, they are 
not regarded with a favourable eye; whether it is 
that their real characters have been discovered by 
the inhabitants of the citu s where they reside, and 
that they perceive that all public opinion is 
against them; whether it is that their own minds 
every moment inform them, that the man who 
respects nothing has no claim to respect; they 
seem bent down by the weight of public contempt, 
and are marked with the ineffable opprobrium 
which is attached to their names.- (Signed) - 

KOIEY. 

No. III. is the copy of a passport given by Mr. 
Drake to this informer, under the name of Lebrun. 

No. IV. contains the copies of four bills of ex¬ 
change, to the amount above specified, given to 
Citizen Rosey by Mr. Spencer Smith. 

Nos. V. VI VII. VIII. IX. and X. are copies 
or extracts of the letters referred to in the Giand 
Judge’s Report. 


Inciter from the French Miaistei of Marine and Colonies 
to th' Maritime Prefects and tr. the Commissmy Gen. 
of Maitnral Antwerp. Dated Pans, 23d April, 
1804; signed, Deckes. 

There are no means. Citizen Prefect, which 
our enemies leave unemployed, in order to obtain 
intelligence from the ports o( the republic, and to 
procure information of the state of our maritime 

force as well as of its movements.-1 have just 

received information of a new mShceuvrc, which 
they practise, the effects of which it is necessary 

to guard against.-There are few neutral vessels 

bound for the ports of France which, on the eve ot 
entering, are not met, and visited by l-nghsh 
cruisers. The object of these visits is, not only to 
Icam the destination atyl cargo or the ships, but it 
appears that these v.siting vessels almost always 
take one or more of the crew out of each neutral, 
winch tuey replace by an equal nufther of spies, 
whose continuance in the port lasts as long as that 

of the ship.-However great the precautions 

may have been, which you havehitherto prescribed 
relative to neutrals admitted into the ports, it is 
possihle they may not be sufficient to frustrate 
this manoeuvre, and therefore for this purpose you 
must use the followng means.——You will recom¬ 
mend that a very rigorous exanunaUi*n shall be 
made of the crews of all neutrals which may come 
into the pom of your district; and if from tlys 
visit it should result that any Englishman or other 
suspicious person is found on board, he must be 
immediately arrested, as well as the re-t of»the 
crew they must be'separately interrogated, and 
with every precaution necessary to the discovery 
at the truth.—Should a captain of a neutral 


vessel be convicted of having received on board 
and introduced into France men sent from Eng¬ 
lish cruisers, without having made such declaration 
on Ins arrival, he will be treated as an accomplice 
d' espionnage, and his vessel confiscated.——In or¬ 
der that no pretext of ignorance may be alleged by 
ffic neutrals to evade the rigour of these arrange¬ 
ments, it is desirable that they should receive the 
utmost publicity. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Emperor of the French.— -The 
change, which has conferred this title on 
Buonaparte, is important in many respects. 
Ft will not add much, perhaps, to the power 
of the man, or to the strength of the govern¬ 
ment ; but, »t will certainty tend to the in¬ 
ternal tranquillity of France, and will in¬ 
duce foreigners to have greater confidence 
in any transactions with that country. Itisim- 
possible, as yet, to form any thing more than 
a mere guess as to what elFect ill is change 
will have on the warlike tfliterprizes and pro¬ 
jects t)f France; but, when we talk about 
Buonaparte’s intention as to war or peace, 
we should never forget, that, though des¬ 
potic in his office, though he possesses the 
power of life and death over every indivi¬ 
dual, yet that he himself is under the con¬ 
trol of the French disposition, ot the ruling 
passion of the Frenchmen, which is to see 
their country the mistress of the world. To 
this passion he must yield, whatever may be 
his own inclination; and, as long as he does 
yield to, and can afford it gratification, he 
will experience little opposition or incon¬ 
venience from either the royalists or the re¬ 
publicans. It is, therefore, reasonable to sup¬ 
pose, that the imperial dignity, like the re¬ 
storation of the Catholic religion, will, in 
some degree, become a means of extending 
the domination of France; bul, it will, at 
the same time, strongly tend to keep the 
people of other countries, and of this king¬ 
dom in particular, united in support of their 
own government. The spell of republi¬ 
canism is dissolved. The final effects of a 
revolution for liberty’s sake are before the 
world. The success of Buonaparte does, 
indeed, afford a powerful stimulus to ambi¬ 
tious demagogues; but, the fate of the 
French people also affords an example, and 
this latter will operate in such a way as to 
deprivesambitious demagogues of materials 
to work upon. The question between Eng¬ 
land and France is, and long has been, simply 
a question of -power ; •and* it will entirely 
depend upon the cabinet of London,whether 
we are to become the slaves of France, or 
not. it is very difficult to say, whether the 
French government will regard a continua¬ 
tion of the war, or the making of a peace 
with us, most likely to effect their object; 
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lbat is to say, the subjugation of these islands. 
They have formed a prttty accurate opinion 
of our situation. < They clearly perceive ail ■ 
the effects which the mere name of war pro¬ 
duces in this country. They adopt the 
maxim of Mr. Pitt, and knowing that “ our 
“ national debt is the best ally of France,” 
they do by no means regard as lost that time 
which is employed by them in adding to the 
strength of that ally. In short, they know, 
that, if we persevere in Mr. Pitt’s systems; 
we must submit, on any terms, at the end of 
a very few years; and, they rely, perhaps 
with too good reason, on our want of sense 
and of vittue to get rid of those systems *. 

• There are some" persons, who a&ect to 
treat with contempt what Mr. Hautrive has 
published upon the subject of our resources f 
and, a Mr. Ciarke, who sometime ago pub¬ 
lished a bock entitled, “An Historical and 
“ Political View of the Disorgsniaatihn of 
“ Europe, &c. &c.” has undertaken—to 
refute f No ; that would he too much; but 
to contradict M. Haul rives’ opinion relative 
tothe budgets of Mr. Pitt and the pamphlet 
of George Rose. Mr. Clarke’s motive was, 
Idare say, very good ; and, then fore, 1 must 
conclude, that when he spoke in defence of 
George Rose’s pamphlet, he had never read, 
or, if he had read, he had not understood that 
pamphlet. Indeed, it is evident, that Mr. 
Clarke took up his pen upon litis subject, 
without being duly prepared for it, as clearly 
appears from bio. own statement relative to 
the income of the nation, which is merely a 
copy of a garbled atid partial statement 
brought forward to answer a momentary 
partv purpose. Yet, from a statement like 
this, be goes on to draw conclusions; and, 

such conclusions, gooi heaven !- Mr. 

Clarke may be well assured, that Mj\ 
Hautrive is not to be so easily put to silence. 
—-—One short extract from Rfir. Clarke’s 
book will furnish a standard whereby to* 
m&sure the extent of his information and 
the profundity of his mind : “ In 17#9, it 

appeared, that the future pence establishment 
“ might be taken at <£‘24,000,000. But, 
“ the gigantic strength of this nation ma- 
«* nirested itseif, and raised, withoutany pres- 
“ sure of taxes on the poor, or on the ihnjariiy 
“ of the English nation, the vast supplies of 
“ *£’50,000,000; and without the loan, 
“ which is ^included* in the former sum, 
u .£38,000,000.” Now, it is well known, 
that, in 179!), the annual charge on account 
of the debt alone, which charge admitted 
of no dimunition, was «£21,000,000: arfd, 
does Mr. Clarke mean to sav, that all the 
other.parts of the peace establishment, that 


Bank Do liars. -fn the preceding 

sheet, p. 713, will be found a letter ad¬ 
dressed to me, on the subject of Dollars 
now issued by the Bunk. Butj previous to 
any remarks on that letter, it is proper to 
observe, that the plan of issuing re-stamped 
dollars has now been rarriedjnto execution, 
as will appear from the following notifica¬ 
tion : “ Bank of England, May 1 ‘2, 1804. 
“ The Court of Directors of the Governor 
“ and Company of the Bank of England, 
“ with the approbation of his Majesty’s 
“ most hon. Privy Council, having caused 
“ Dollars to be stamped at Mr. Boulton’s 
“ Manufactory, with his Majesty's I-learf 
“ and an Inscription, ‘ Georgius III. Dei- 
“ * Gratia Rex’ on- the obverse, and Bri- 
tannia, with the words ‘Five Shillings, 
“ ‘ Dollar, Bank of England, 1804’ on the 
“ icversc, which they propose to issue in' 


the whole of the expcnces of the govern¬ 
ment, army, navy, ordinance, Sic. Sic. does 
he mean to say, that all these would have 
been, in time of peace, defrayed with 
X 3,000,000 a year ? What does lie mean 
then i Does he leave the annual charge on 
account of debt out of bis calculation ? If 
so, bis peace establishment would be 
c£-15,000,000, that is to say, <fS,000,U(>0 
more than the total of his income, which he 
cgrrectly states at <£38,000,000. Again, 
what very gigantic effort was it to raise 
<£o 0,000,000, when £ 18,000,000 of it was 
borrowed of the Jews, and thrown forward 
as a load, a burden, and a badge of slavery, 
upon our children, if the system were to 
last? This was eio very gigantic eifort. 
And, in the names of truth, common sense, 
and common rdecency, on what principles 
pr what facts does he found his assertion 
that the supplies of 1799 “ were raised 
“ without any pressure of faxes on the poor, 
“ or on the majority of the English nation ?” 
Does he imagine, that the income, and other 
direct taxes, though imposed upon the rich, 
do not reach the poor ? And, if we were to 
admit that ‘lp b<_ the case, does lie not re¬ 
collect, that, out of his .£38,(.00,000, up¬ 
wards of 25,000,000 arose from indirect 
taxes, of which every man, pc>6r as well as 
rich, paid his proportion, even in the* first 

instance?-In short, this gentleman is so 

manifestly unskilled in the science, of which 
he has thought proper to treat, that l should 
not have regarded it as necessary to fake any 
notice at all of his work, had I not perceived 
it tp be specially addressed to a Royal 
Duke; and, thereby, to 'have assumed an 
air of importance, to which, by its contents, 
it is by no means entitled. 
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“ stead, of the Dollars which have been 
lately stamped at his Majesty’s Mint at 
“ the Tower, the latter of which it is ex- 
“ pedient to withdraw from Circulation, 

“ hereby give notice. That those Dollars 
“ which have been stamped at the lower 
“ since the 1st day {tf January last, and 
“ which arc now incirculalion, will not be 
current, nor be received at t!ie Eank at 
‘‘ the rate of 5s. each, after the 2d day of 
“June next; and that from and after the 
“ 20t|i inst. until the said 2d day of June j 
“inclusive, they may be exchanged for 
“ Dollars with the new Stamp, or for Hank 
“ Notes, after the rate of %s. for each Dol- 
“ lar. Attendance will be given at the 
“ Bank, for t:.is purpose, on Monday the 
“ 21 si inst. and the following Days (Sun 
“ days and the Fast-day excepted), until 
“ Satuftiay the 2d day of June inclusive; 
“ but to avoid confusion from a crowd of 
“ persons applying at the same time, the 
* l Court finOs it necessary to give notice, 
“ that smaller ? ( ums than Fight Dollars can- 
“ not be exchanged at the Bank.—Signed 

“Robert Bksi, Secretary.” -1 have 

elswhere remarked on the impropriety ot 
thus forming a sort of partnership between 
the Crown and a Company of Traders, and 
of issuing current coin from the Back instead 
of issuing it from the Tower; I have before 
observed on the probable consequences of 
this visible sign of close connexion between 
the Minister ot the day and the Bank Direc¬ 
tors of rite tlav. 1 shall, therefore, now con¬ 
fine myself to the letter of C. B. above re¬ 
ferred to.-Previous to the re-appearance 

of dollars as eirciihling«cuin, i had, on se¬ 
veral occasions, given it as my opinion, that 
the paper of the Bank of England bad un¬ 
dergone a real, though not a nominal, d-- 
penation. When, therefore, it was an 
nounced,that dollars were about to be issued, 
I observed, that the nominal value at which 
they would pass, would furnish us with a 
prof, either of the correctness orincorrel- 
ness of my opinion: If, said I, the dollar 
passes in company with bank p'aper, for no 
more ban its sterling value, for no more 
than it used to pass for, then shall 1 say, that 
the paper iS.as good as it used to be, and of 
course, (hat it is not depreciated ; but, if the 
dollar passes, in company with th^paper, for 
more than its sterling value, for piore than 
it used to pass in company with that pa¬ 
per, then shall I say, that the paper is aot 
so good as it used to be, and, of course, that 
it m depreciated. The dollars appealed: 
theic nominal vTrlue was five shillings, six¬ 
pence above that of their sterling value, ten 
per centum higher than .they ever would 


have exchanged for against English hank 
paper previous to the year 1796; therefore, 
agreeably to my previous declaration, I said, 
that we were now furnished with a proof of 
.the real depreciation of Bank of England 
"paper. To this proposition my correspondent, 
C. B. objected ; and, it is to the arguments, 
upon which his objection was founded, that 
I shall now endeavour to reply. He sets out 
with-restating what he had stated in a for¬ 
mer communication, to wit, “ that the dol- 
“ lar, as bullion, is worth no more than 4*. 
“ 9 d. of bank paper; that the nominal va* 
“ lueof 5*. has been affixed to it by the Bank, 
“ merely tefprevent it from being withdrawn 
“ from circulation, if a considerable rise in 
“ its bullion price shod Id take place; that, 
'• in order to give it currency at this advanced 
** nominal value, the Bank put a stamp on 
1 “ if, thereby promising to lake it back again 
“at bs. whenever it slfoukl be presented; 
“ th&l, it is not as * dollar that it now ap- 
“ pears at js. but as a token, which the Bank 
“ has engaged to repay at that price, or, in 
“ other words as a promissory note of the 
“ Bank.” Well, if this be the case, then 
the Bank might have affixed any nominal 
value, however high, to the dollar; and, 
indeed, this C. B. asserts. “ Bv using the 
“ same means,” says he “ the Bank of Eng- 
“ land could, if it pi rased, have established 
“ a nominal price of six, seven, or fifteen 
“ shillings, or any price whatever.” Aye ? 
Why, then it is the a tamp and not the vittal 
that gives the value to tiie Bank-doliar ? But, 
if this were the case, why put the stamp 
upon dollars ? Wlflp upon silver ? Why 
not choose a cheaper metal ? Tin would have 
borne a stamp full as well, and would have 
been much lighter. And why have tiic 
piece so large ? Ttse size of a shilling would 
fyave done as well for a mere “ token’ as the 
size of a dollar.—Could C. B. be serious in 
making thh statement! Is it possible that he 
could believe that even the credulous Cock¬ 
neys would be deceived by such means! 
Doe* he, in good earnest, think, that the 
bankers, by means of a stamp, could induce 
us to take a fbur-and-sixpenny dollar at fif¬ 
teen shillings, or at “ .my price whatever 1” 
—No; the stamped dollars are not to be 
considered as promissory notes. Those who 
take them consider them as having an intrin¬ 
sic value; and, C. B. m jst be well aware, 
that they never wouIM have circulated but 
from this consideration. To have attempted 
to issue pieces of tin with ‘a five shilling 
stamp upon them, would have blown up the 
Bknk at once, and five-shilling notes wculd 
have had an effect very little short of it. It 
is, then, the intrinsic value of the dollar. 
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^nd not the stamp, that makes the coin cur- 
r ent; and, as that intrinsic value is now, 
relatively to paper, ten per centum higher 
than it used to be, relatively to the same pa¬ 
per, that paper has actually depreciated in 
the amount of ten per centum; and, of that* 
depreciation, therefore, the enhanced nomi¬ 
nal value of the dollar is the proof. Indeed, 
what has taken place in Ireland puls the 
matter beyond all dispute. There also dol- 
Jars are in circulation; and because the pa¬ 
per of that country has depreciated ten per 
centum more than the paper of England, the 
dollar there passes current for 5s. Od. English 
money. What, then, become* of all the 
reasoning of Mr. C. B. ? He was informec 
of this fact by my Irish correspondent in p. 
641; but this information reached him after 
he had favoured me wiLh his letter, and,* 
therefore, he sent me a postscript, in which 
he observes: “I cK> not know of any cir- 
“ cumstance which can kave raised the price 
“ of doliars in Ireland to the rate they bear 
“ there, except it be allowed that the paper 
“ of that country has suffered depreciation." 
Certainly this is allowed. This it is that 
has raised the price of dollars in Ireland; and 
this it isalso,that has raised the price of dollars 
here. Here the paper has depreciated just 
half as much as it has in Ireland, and here, 
therefore, the dollar has risen in its circula¬ 
ting value only half as much as it has risen 
there. C. B. will excuse me, if I suspect, 
that, if, previous to the date of his letter of 
the 30th of April, he had been acquainted 
with the current rate of dollars in Dublin, I 
never should have bec» honoured with that 
letter, the theory of which is completely 
overset by the Irish practice.—There is ano¬ 
ther part of C. B.’s letter which I think it 
right just to notice. I allude to a passage 
in p. 716, where he* seems to imagine, 
that he lias delected me in an inconsis¬ 
tency, in having argued, “ that dollars 
arc not depreciated, and that guineas are" 
depreciated ; and,” says he, “ did it never 
“ occur to you, that it was necessary tg ex- 
“ plain to your readers how this extraordi- 
« nary circumstance had come to pass ? Did 
“ you expect to be believed, upon your 
“ bare assertion of the fact, that the same 
41 broth was, at the same time, both hot 
*• and cold ?” Now, 1 appeal to this gen- 
tleman’s candour, whether I ever did, in any 
shape, argu^, thSt dsilars were not depre¬ 
ciated. What occasion was there for such 
an argument, when I was maintaining, that 
dollars were passing for the full of -their 
worth l If he will new-mod el his question, 
and ask me, how it comes to pass, that, in 
Company with depreciated paper, the dollar 
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at present supports its full sterling value, 
while the guinea participates hitherto in the 
depreciation of the paper ? My answer is 
short and plain, to wit, the current value of 
the dollar has been fixed since the paper has 
been in a depreciated state, whereas the cur¬ 
rent price of the guinea was fixed btfore 
the paper began to depreciate. The argu¬ 
ments by Which I hav^endeavoured to esta¬ 
blish my position, that gold and silver, ha¬ 
ving a fixed current value, depreciate to a 
certain point in company with a depreciating 
paper, will be found in p. 572 and 373 ; 
and, as I perceive that C. B. has taken the 
trouble to read those pages, I must confess 
myself somewhat surprized, that he should 
ask me, if 1 expect to be believed upon my 

“ bare assertion of the fact?”-Before 1 

take my leave of this gentleman, I cannot 
refrain from remarking, that he appears 
quite to have forgotten to explain, or even 
to mention, that very important circum¬ 
stance, the difference between the current 
value of the dollars which are stamped now, 
and that of the dollars which were stamped 
six years ago. That value was then 4s. 9 d. 
it is now 5s. He will say, perhaps, that 
dollars are dearer in the “ Inarket,’’ as he 
calls it, now than they were then. Dearer 
how so ? Why are they dearer ? How does 
he know that they arc ? Why; because a ten 
pound note, which would formerly purchase 
44dollars, will now purchase only 42| 
dollars. This is the fact whence he con¬ 
cludes that dollars have risen in value, and 
it is from the same fact that 1 conclude that 
paper has fallen ; and, if my conclusion is 
erroneous, I beg of' him to explain to me, 
how it happens, that, in all other countries, 
the British co^nies not excepted, dollars 
keep their steady value, and,in all payments, 

pass for 4s. Cid. sterling money.-Mr. C. 

B. expressly disclaims any intention to offer 
even an opinion upon the question, whether 
,the currency of this country has depreciated 
or not; yet, if his object'be not to maintain 
the negative of that question, it is hard to 
say what his 'object is. Upon this subject, 
therefore, I beg leave to quote, for his con¬ 
sideration, a passage from a pamphlet, just 
published, from the pen of Mr. fylagens Dor- 
rien Magens. ** By such conduct” [in the 
Bank] “paper and specie would be rendered 
“ equally Valuable; by no means the case at 
“ present, Aid for this plain reason, that the 
“ quantity of gold or silver, promised to be 
“ paid for a ten pound bank note, is not to 
“ be procured for it, 'putting the effect of 
41 th<? restriction law dut of the question; 

“ for, take this note to buy bullion, and, in- 
“ stead of the specific quantity of gold and 
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** silver which it represents, it will purchase 
only a diminished quantity. Iq plain 
“ terms, the one pound note does not ex- 
“ change for twenty shillings sterling money, 
“ but only for eighteen shillings." Now, 
this gentleman is a banker and a member of 
parliament, I believe. His statement is 
quite unequivocal ^ and, I am fully per¬ 
suaded, that it is perfectly incontrovertible. 

Sinking Fund.-— In page 719 will be 
found an essay, taken from the Royal Corn¬ 
wall Gazette. The object which the writer 
professes to have in view, is, to present to 
all “ true hearted and loyal Britons” the com¬ 
forting prospect of a speedy discharge of the 
national debt, and a termination to all tax¬ 
es, except to defray the current cxpcnces qf the 
year, amounting to only about thirty mil¬ 
lions!-Upon this essay I shall make only 

a remark or two.-The writer says, that 

the whole of the debt will be paid off by the 
year 1832 ; but, the venerable Doctor Ad¬ 
dington, in the last set of resolutions, which 
he got the “ guardians of the public purse” 
to pass, says that it will not be paid off till’ 
1843. The Reading Doctor and the Cornish 
Doctor disagree ; but it may be safely aver¬ 
red, that the statement of one is just as cor¬ 
rect as that of the other.-The Coruish 

Doctor is of opinion, that “ the lower the 
“ stocks are, the more advantageous will it he 
“ for the sinking fund ; and, for this reason, 
“ the effect of that fund will be greater in 
“ war, when the price of stocks is low, than 
“ in peace, when it is higher. So that the 
“ war itself, which, we arc told, is to ruin 
“ our finances, will accelerate their re-esta- 
“ blishment.” So, the cqmforl of this “ true 
hearted Briton’’increases with the dcclineof 
the price of stocks ! But, i^to lower the 
price of stocks be to accelerate the re esta¬ 
blishment of our finances, 1 beg I may never 
again liea*- any outcry- against my financial 
doctrines. This'man pretty broadly insinuates 
that I am no well-wisher to my country, bo-, 
(a use I have no opinion of the good effects of 
a fund, which, he says, is to thrive by the ruin 
of the stocks ’ Anti yet he is a defender of 
the funding system! According to him, the 
lower the stocks fall, the better it will be 
for the coUBtry, because the sooner will the 
national dcLit be paid off, and the sooner 
shall we get rid of the enormous annual 
charge on account of it; and, therefore, it 
would, of course, be a most joyful circum¬ 
stance if the stocks immediately fell down 
to one per cent., or, indeed, much less, so 
that they might all be bought up by the 
Commissioners, Bto-morrow morning, fresh 
and fasting. And, to effect this most de¬ 
sirable object, if war be too slow in its ope¬ 


ration, the Cornish financier would, without 
doubt, wish for a temporary rebellion, or 
something of that sort, which would exactly 
answer his purpose 1 Nay ; this is the na¬ 
tural result of his reasoning, and, yet he 
has the conscience to ask us to give him 
“ credit for his motives,” and to believe that 
he wishes to “ animate his countrymen to 

bear their burdens cheerfully !”■-The 

conclusion of the essay is too curious to pas-; 
entirely unnoticed. It is worthy of great 
attention, as exhibiting a striking instance 
of the delusion, which, relative to the fund¬ 
ing system, prevails even amongst men of 
sense and Education. “ I trust,” says he, 
“ that the system of the sinking fund will 
“ be persevered in to its fullest extent. 
“ But, should the exigencies of the times 
ever require its suspension, it will be seen 
“ by what is here submitted to the public, 
“ that, by suspending 4ts operation for the 
“ moment, funds adequate to any emer- 
“ genev, or pecuniary embarrassment, may 
“ be obtained , without laying an extraordi- 
“ nary load upon the people. For instance. 
“ in the present year, by suspending the 
operation of the sinking fund, there would 
“ be, in case of invasion, or other unfort u- 
“ nate casualty, 6,311,626/. at the disposal 
“ of government ; and, in case of greater 
“ emergency, by suspending the operation 
“ of the sinking fund altogether, there 
“ would be 77,698,467 L at the disposal of 
“ government ” !!! ——Now, this person ap¬ 
pears to be perfectly sane; his mind is ca¬ 
pable of laborious calculations; he writer 
grammatically ; andf in short, seems to have 
received an education and to possess talents 
superior, perhaps, to the education and ta¬ 
lents of ninety-nine out of every hundred 
men in the kingdom. What a delusion 
then, what a gloriotis humbug, must this 
funding system be! For this man really 
thinks, that, if it be not convenient to go- 
•on buying up stock, the commissioners ran 
stop for a year, or so, without injuring the 
stability of the funds! And he imagine-, 
that, in case of a very pressing emergenc y, 
such as a formidable invasion, the commis¬ 
sioners could turn the 77,000,0001. of stock 
into money,and place it at the disposal'of go¬ 
vernment ! “ And this,” says he, “ while it 
“ must raise our spirits, if they require at ajl 
“ to be raised, must damp those of our in* 
“ veterate foes!”-—«I stihll qply add one 
short remark, and that is, that it is for Mr. 
Pitt to consider what will be, what must 
be, the consequence, when events shall 
have dissipated this apparently impenetrable 
cloud. 

Tin Nsw Minute v. seems to be pretty 
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nearly formed, and, in the course of a week 
or ten days the public may exnect to hear 
of .them through their measures. Till all 
the members are regularly appointed, it 
would be useless (o give any list of them ; 
but, when it is known that Lord Camden is' 
the War-Secretary, that Lord Harrowby has 
the charge,of the Foreign Department, and 
that the Dundasses have, at one grasp, seized 
on both the army and navy, no one can be 
accused of want of candour if he anticipates 
a plentiful harvest of prodigality, blunders, 
and disgrace. Mr. Canning, for whom, af-, 
ter all, one cannot help feeling some com¬ 
passion, exclaimed, in the spfcech, from 
which my motto is taken, “ away with the 
44 measures and give’us the men ! It is not 
“ the harness,” said he, “ but the hordes, 
“ that draw the carriage.” But, it is not* 
men ; it is a man , to whom the affairs of the 
kingdom are now 1 committed. A super¬ 
abundance of harness, but only one horse, 
and that one not of the very best kind for 
a carriage and for roads such as these. 

What,” said he, “ has made France ? A 
44 man. France had the dements of strength 
“ in herself, no doubt ; but look to her 
situation at the time Buonaparte assumed 
the government, and compare it with her 
imposing attitude now. What has pro- 
“ duced the miehly ditferencc? The genius 
'* of a man.” True, Sir, but of a man very 
different indeed from your Right Honour¬ 
able friend ; a man vvlio does not IruA to 
an army of ballotted ami small bounty 
men ; a real soldier, and not a gcnend:V imo 
of shop keepers ; a mkn -remarkable for his 
taciturnity, for the slowness of his speech and 
the celerity of his movements ; am!, which 
is, indeed, the most material difference, a 
man, who, though fifty*miilion$ of people 
are under his control, though an imperial 
diadem waits his brow', though the civilized 
world trembles at his frown, hr.# never, for 
a moipent, excluded men of great weigh! 
and talents from a participation in his coun¬ 
sels. One would have thought, too,< that, 
in referring to the time and circumstances 
of Buonapart6’s exaltation, Mr. Canning 
*nust t have recollected, that the genius of 
thr. mem of France was opposed to that of 
the man of Mr. Canning, and that 4 to ac¬ 
knowledge the “ imposing attitude” of that 
country was, in fact, to prefer a very serious 
charge against Mr. Vitt. But, upon this 
subject more hereafter.—One of the new 
Treasury prints, in laying down the princi¬ 
ples upon which a ministry ought to be 
formed, has observed, that a ministfy, 
like a family, should have ahead" Nothing 
could be mere happily descriptive of the 


POLITICAL REGISTER. [76* 

present set of persons in office. Mr. Pitt is 
the papa, Lord Melville the mama, or, ra¬ 
ther, the old Mere Abesse : all the rest are 
mere children or novices. So have we seen, 
and so do we daily sec, the haughty strut¬ 
ting Chanticleer stretching out his neck, 
clapping his wings, and crowing aloud, the 
sole master of his dunghill; while darite 
Partlet below, with racing claw and busy 
beak, leaves no particle of filth unturned in 
seeking to gratify the greediness of herself 
and'her clamorous brood.——In the making 
up of his hcn-and-chicken ministry it is, 
however, at first sight, somewhat strange, 
that lord Hawkesbury should have been 
retained in it; for, it must be well remem¬ 
bered, that the blame which Mr. Long tells 
us Mr. Pitt imputed to the late minslry was 
confined almost entirely to the management 
of ootfforeign affairs . Indeed, as*to the 
Doctor’s immediate department, nothing had 
therein been done which Mr. Pitt could find 
fault with, without passing sentence upon 
his own measures. How, then, comes Lord 
Hawkesbury to be chosen as the proper 
per on to remain ? Are we told, that he is 
now transplanted to another office f Why 
could not Mr. Yorkc have remained in that 
other office? And, let it be recollected, too, 
that it was as Secretary of State for.Foreign 
Affairs, that Mr. Pitt declared Lord Haw. 
kesbury to be equal to any man in the 
kingdom, Mr. Fox and himself excepted. 
The keeping in of Lord Hawkesbury, Lord 
CaslJereagh, the Chancellor, and the Attor¬ 
ney-General, especially when we recollect 
the difference between the parliamentary 
language of tho:c< gentlemen and that of 
their colleagues, respecting Mr. Pitt, does 
iv.iily corrobwate an opinion that was long 
ago entertained, that e, that there was an 
understanding and even an ui movement, 
having an eye to what has no-.v happened, 
between Mr. Pitt and part of the He mi¬ 
nistry. Mr. Yorke, Mr. Addington, and 
Mr. Bragge expressed ?heir disapprobation 
of Mr. Pitt’s ai my of reserve project, for in¬ 
stance. Lord Castle rough did not. The 
Attorney-General, when he acknowledg¬ 
ed, that the object of the debate and 
division was to turn out the tninislry, said 
that he should have no objection' to see 
Mr. Pitt enter the cabinet, provided 
he shut i/ic door against A Jr. Fox. Many 
other circumstances might be pointed out, 
at 1 tending to strengthen this opinion.—— 
How Mr. Catlning feels, himself in such 
corppany it is hard to say ; but, if any one 
had told him, four years a£o, that be would, 
at the end of four years, find himself in a 
situation far beneath that of Lord Hawkes* 
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bury, he would not have had patience to 
listen to the prediction. Not that Mr. Can* 
mug's situation is not high enough, and lu¬ 
crative enough ; but, the marked circum¬ 
stance is, that lie should be merely Trea¬ 
surer of the Navy, a mere receiver of four 
thousand a year, whij^ ,e Hawkey” is a Se¬ 
cretary of Stale and a,cabinet minister - 
With respect to what Mr. Pitt skid, or did 
not say, to the king, on the subject of Mr. 
Fox’s admission into the cabinet, it is, as 
was before observed, next to impossible, 
that we should obtain correct information ; 
but, that it has been his unvarying policy to 
divide all the other great mgn in the coun¬ 
try from one another, to set them at vari¬ 
ance, and thereby to rule as absolute master 
himself, is a truth, which, I think, will be 
denied by no one who has paid the least at¬ 
tention <to his conduct since the commence¬ 
ment of the year 1 SOI. At that time, lit 
wished to makepeace, which, upon the terms 
to which he was ready to consent, he knew 
he could not easily accomplish with the lords 
Spencer and Grenville and Mr. Windham in 
the cabinet. He therefore fell upon that fa¬ 
mous device, the Catholic Qu'-simn, as a 
ground for rctifing from office. together 
with his colleagues. Having pushed the 
matter to that length, that they all became 
bound, “ in duly and in honour, ,J to quit 
their places; having seen the noblemen and 
gem!.nr,an above-named fairly out of his 
w.tv, he did, wc are told by Mr. Long, 
“ make a distinct offer to retain his ozen si- 
“ lualion, until the us,/r should he concluded, 
" and the court'ry relieved from its most press- 
“ in' difficulties,'' That is* to say, until the 
end of his natural life. Mr. Long declares, 
that such an offer was made by Mr. Pitt. The 
public may rest assured, that lords Spencer 
end Grenville and Mr. Windham neve- 
heard a word of such an offer, till they read 
an account ot it, fast November, in the pam¬ 
phlet of Mr. Long ; and, that public will 
have already asked; ‘what reason was there 
that could have induced Mr. Pitt 10 remain 
alone, which would not also have induced 
his colleague: to remain ? If they retired, 
because they were * 4 bound in duty and in 
honour” so to^lo, how could he tihne have 
remained, consistently with that honour and 
that duly ? These arc question:: which have 
been asked before, but they are now Re¬ 
pealed with singular propriety. Having got 
lid of lords Spencer and Grenville .and Mr. 
Windham, lie would have filled their 
places nearly in the same way that tkpy 
were filled by Mf 1 . Addington ; and, he 
would have had no apprehensions from 
fhe opposition of his late colleagues, he¬ 
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cause, upon all questions either of peace or 
war, heforesaw that they mus* necessarily be 
opposed to the party of Mr. Fox. Thus ha 
would have recovered Ins absolute « .vay in 
the Cabinet, at the same time i! It • ruled 
Ihe parliament by sc managing h.s measures 
as to keep his opponents divided. Not suc¬ 
ceeding in retaining bis place while hi: cot 
leagues retired, he placed in his stead a per¬ 
son, over.whom he expected to exercise, and 
over whom he did long exercise, an absolute 
control. The object of peace was effected; 
and, by the late disclosures, we learn that he 
soon afterwards became discontented with 
Mr. Addington. Rv npv.ns of an-intrigue of 
lord Melville, we find him negotiating for 
return to power, in Match 180i. But, he 
would not be shackled; he would besentfor by 
the King; he would name his own ministry; he 
; roposed to makcil up of the members of the 
late and the present cabiftets ; but, he him¬ 
self would form it; and he mentioned lords 
Spencer and Grenville as persons whom he 
should propose to the king. If the king con¬ 
sented to take them, and they consented to 
come, he divided them from Mr. Windham. 
If only one of them came, still he divided the 
New Opposition, which, as standing upon 
the strong ground of having disapproved of 
the peace, had gained very great we'ght with 
the nation. If either or both ol them came, 
they only came to add to his slaves in the 
new-modelled cabinet ; and, if neither of 
them came, why then he was the more ab¬ 
solute in the cabinet, and entertained not the 
least apprehension of being able to keen the 
Old and New Oppositions in a constant state 
of division and irritation. That project hav¬ 
ing also failed, he set himself to woi k to over¬ 
turn his creature, who had dared, like an elec¬ 
tioneering occupant,io regard a: h.s own that 
which he had been put in possession of merely 
to answer a temporary purpose oi Ids patron. 
To turn out- Mr. Addington for the sake of 
pfttting Mr. Pitt in his place, or, to Confine 
the change to their immediate friends, the. 
parliament and the nation regarded as by no 
means U kely to produce any effect worth even_ 
thepensions which the change would inevita¬ 
bly impose. A ministry upon a broad seale.and 
a liberal principle was what ?JI men wished , 
for. T® this sentiment, therefore, Mr. Pitt 
found it necessary, in appearance at least, 
to give way; and, those who had been 
the most attentive observers of hie conduct, 
were agreeably surprised at being assured by 
his friends, that lie had determined to lend 
his hearty co-operation in forming a ministry 
such as the times demanded and as was ex¬ 
pected by the people. All this while, how¬ 
ever, it now appears, that he was only con- 
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(riving how he should make such an arrange¬ 
ment as (o secure a decided majority in 
parliament, without depriving himself of the 
absolute command in the cabinet. He is 
said to have mentioned Mr. Fox to the King, 
to have even laboured to overcome the King’S 
objection; but, never let it be forgotten, 
that, from his subsequent conduct, it is evi¬ 
dent, that he must have gone to the King 
with a determination to form a ministry 
without Mr. Fox, because one of the preli¬ 
minaries was, that Mr. Fox should not 
come in with him, a preliminary which, 
it is no altogether impossible, he him¬ 
self might -cause to be proposed. At any 
rate, to form a ministry he resolved with¬ 
out Mr. Fox; and then, as there ap¬ 
peared to be an understanding growing up 
between the New and Old Oppositions, ef¬ 
fectually to separate them was the next 
step. Had he nof had this object in view, 
be never would have offered to include 
Lords Spencer and Grenville and Mr. 
Windham, who, with the additional weight 
which they had acquired since they left the 
cabinet, might become rather troublesome 
colleagues, though unable to oppose an ef- 
iicient resistance to him. But, their union 
with the Old Opposition he was not very 
willing to encounter; and, therefore, he 
used his utmost endeavours to prevent 
that union. Here he failed too. Those 
noblemen and that gentleman appear to 
have perceived his views, and to have felt 
no inclination to lend their name and sup¬ 
port to measures in the framing or adopting 
of which they would have had no share, 
They had once before been in a cabinet 
with Mr. Pitt, Lord Melville, and their 
creatures. His partisans tell us, that, though 
he could not admit Mr. Fox, he was very 
willing to receive a reasonable proportion 
of that gentleman’s friends. No doubl of 
it; for he thereby would have broken up 
the Old Opposition. Nor have I any diffi¬ 
culty in believing, that “ Mr. Fox was of- 
** ferred a very high and important situation 
“ abroad, 'even equal in extent of diplo- 
“ matic power to that of the Duke of Marl- 
“ borough.” Mr. Pitt would, doubtless, 
have given him a roving commission to treat 
in every country -in Europe; and, if he had 
chosen to go out of Europe, if he had 
wished to embark ona voyage of discovery 
to find nq#r nafiomfflo treat with, I dare say 
(hat Lord Melville would have lost no time 
,n fitting out a ship for his reception. Baffled 
?0 all these schemes, some persons thought, 
J hat Mr. Pitt would return to the Kingf and 
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confess his inability to form an administra¬ 
tion upon a principle of proscriptirfti; bat, 
twenty years of a successful political life, 
united with hk own native courage, give 
him a degree of confidence not ' easily 
shaken. He has determined to enter the 
cabinet surrounded jwith creatures only, 
and, as to the Parliament, to trust to hk 
dexterity and strength in throwing the ap¬ 
ple of discord, occasions for doing which 
will, he imagines, soon and frequently 
occur. His hopes and expectations may be 
disappointed ; but let his opponents beware. 
Letlhe necessity of mutual concession never be 
lost sight of amongst them. Let them never 
forget, that they have only this choice: to 
yield to one another, or to submit to Mr. 
Pitt; to wear the bands of friendship, or 

the badge of defeat.-The first principle 

of his policy always has been to break up 
every connection that was likely to throw an 
obstacle in the way of his ambition. This 
ambition is, too, entirely unconnected with 
the interest, or the glory, of either his Sove¬ 
reign or his country. It is a love of indivi¬ 
dual power; a mere desire to rule ; a pas¬ 
sion for domineering over other men. He 
never has, at any period off his political life, 
shown a disposition to make a fair and libe¬ 
ral distribution of power. Nothing like a 
council will a cabinet of his choosing ever 
exhibit; but an assemblage of servants with 
a master at their head; a troop of followers, 
to whom he can, like the Centurion, “ say 
“ unto one man, go, and he goeth ; to an- 
“ other, come, and he cometh ; and to this 
“ man, do this, and he doeth it.” And, 
shall the Lords Spencer and Grenville and 
Mr. Windham be accused of forsaking their 
aged and behoved Sovereign and their coun¬ 
try, because they shun a situation, which 
has in it nothing belonging to a cabinet, 
but the name? Shall they he accused of 
wishing to force a ministry upon their King, 
because they decline the honour of becom¬ 
ing the automata of Mr. Pitt ? When peo¬ 
ple express regret, that these gentlemen 
should, af an awful crisis like the present, 
withold their services from the state,” 
such people seem not to be aware, that, .if 
was not their services in tl*e cabinet, but 
their silence in the Parliament, which Mr. 
Pitt was desirous of securing; and that, to 
have fallen into the train of his menial coun¬ 
sellors, tvould have been to nullify their cha¬ 
racter and their talents, would have been, 
in reality, to abandon their country and 
their Kiog. 
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11 But, what will be the consequences to the worldf and to England in particular, if the proclaiming 
“ Buonaparte Emperor should be attended with success ? And is it to Englishmen a subject of sor- 
“ row or of joy ? Ts* every republican in England, to every citizen of the world, to every puritan, to 
“ every King-killer, it is a subject of grief the most poignant: what it is to men of a different soit 
“ need not to be described. For \ny part, 1 most heartily rejoice at the prospect of seeing Uuonu- 
41 part£ Emperor or King.”—Political Register, May 22, 1802, Vol. I. p. 605. 
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TO MR. LIVINGSTON, 
AMERICAN MINISTER AT PARIS. 

Sir, -- Y our letter, of the 26th of 
March last,being an answer toa circularnote, 
received by you and the other foreign mi¬ 
nisters at Paris, from M. Talleyrand, the 
French Minister for ForcignAffairs, demand¬ 
ed some particular observation from the Eng¬ 
lish Secretary of State; and, he having left 
that duty unperformed, 1 think right to say, 
upon the subject, that which he certainly 

ought to have said.-In alluding, Sir, to 

the correspondence of Mr. Drake, you tell 
M. Talleyrand, that it was carried on with 
traitors, “ for objects which all civil ited na- 
V lions must regard ivilh horror; and that 
** horror,” say you, “ must be redoubled 
u when we see, that it is a minister that thus 
** prostitutes his sacred character. When a 
subaltern agent commits a base or atro- 
** cious act, it may be supposed, that he is 
“ influenced by personal interest, but the 
w actions of a minister arc generally attri- 
buted to the government he represents ; 
“ and, even when he acts against his orders, 
“ (which, [ hope, is the case in this instance) 
et his conduct is so muth identified with his 
“ government, that such acts tend to over- 
“ turn socialorder.and to bring backnations 
to barbarism.”—You then conclude 
with begging M. Talleyrand, “ to offer to 
“ the First Cqnsul, in the name of your go- ■ 
** vernment, the most sincere felicitations 
“ for having happily escaped the attempts* 
*' of his enemies, directed not only against 
** his life, but against an object more dear to 
“ his heart, the happiness of tlie nations of 
u which he is the chief.”——Now, Sir, 
without any attempt, on my part, to defend 
the conduct-of Mr. Drake, suffer me to in¬ 
quire, what has been the conduct of Ame¬ 
rica towards foreign ministers, who have, 
while residing at the court of The Ignited 
States, acted in a manner similar to Mr. 
Crake, and indeed, much more hostility, 
towards a state in peace and amity with the 
United States. But, first, give me leave to 
congratulate botft you and your country on 
the gfeal change, which a voyage to Europe 


seems to have wrought in your mind with 
respect to monarchical governments. You 
and I can remember the time, Sir, when 
your party'in America, ent-rtafned such an 
abhorrence for governments of-this sort, 
that, one of the principal objections, which 
they urged against the treaty with England, 
’was, that it was the means of “ forming a 
“ connection with a monarch, and ofintro- 
“ diicing the fashions, forms,and precedents 
“ of monarchrial*government 1 ’, which in- 
“ traduction had ever accelerated the dc- 
“ struciion of republics; and, further,that,if 
“ foreign connexions were to lie formed, 
“ they ought to be made with nations, whose 
“ influence and example would not poison the 
“ fountain of liberty, and circulate the dele- 
“ tcrious streams to the destruction of the 
“ rich harvest of revolution. France is our 
“ natural ally ; she has a government con- 
“ genial with our own ; and, there can be 
“ no hazard of introducing from her prin- 
“ ciplcsand practices repugnant to republican 
“ freedom I sincerely congratulate you 
upon the change, and am only sorry, for 
your country’s sake,that this change did not 
take place in favour of those Bourbons, to 
whom America used to profess such an abun¬ 
dance of gratitude.-But, to the subject 

more immediatelv*before us. rtnd, here, 
§ir, let me ask whether you have not forgot¬ 
ten the conspiracy, that was hatched in 
the United States, against his Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment in the Province of Canada ? You 
surely must have lost all memory of that 
transaction, and of the place where, and the 
persons by whom, it was carried on ; or, you 
will excuse me for expressing my utter asto¬ 
nishment, that you should, in the face of all 
Europe, haste been so loud and so severe in 
your condemnation of the correspondence of 

Mr. Drake.-On the 7fh of July, 1797, 

David M‘Lane, a native and then a sub¬ 
ject, of the United State', sva% tried at the 
city of Quebec, where he was soon after¬ 
wards executed, for high treason against his 
Majesty, the King of Great Britain, During 
that trial, it was clearly proved, that a con. 
spiracy, in which M‘Lane was a principal 
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agent had been formed at PhUadelpbia, the 
seat of the American goverriment; that the 
French minister Adet and the Spanish mi¬ 
nister, Dow Yrujo, were the promoters of 
that conspiracy ; anfl that the object of it 
was “ to free the people of Canada from the 
“ tyranny of England; and to push the Bri- 
“ tish government from the Continent of 
“ Americaand, amongst the means to be 
used, were “ the administering of laudanum 
“ to the troops , and, for the sake of posterity, 
*' to kill all persons who might attempt to re- 

“ sist.” -Now, Sir, can you find any 

thing in the conduct of of Mr. Drake half so 
u atrocious” as this ? Does Mr. Drake pro¬ 
pose poisoning and massacre ? And, Sir, did 
the government of your country, then at 
perfect peace with Great Britain, ever dis¬ 
cover .... I will not say, symptoms of hor¬ 
ror .... did it ever discover any sign of re¬ 
sentment ? Did it ever publicly show any 
mark of disapprobation, with regard to the 
conduct of the French, or the Spanish mi¬ 
nister ? Never; though it is well known, 
that the evidence, taken upon the trial above 
referred to,was published in allthe American 
papers, and that an account of the whole 
matter was duly made known to the Presi¬ 
dent and his council. Where, then, are we 
to look. Sir, for the origiu of those feelings 
of “ horror,” which you now express at the 
* conduct of Mr. Drake l Do you refer us to 
the people of America ? Doubtless many of 
them did feel,and did mostdecidedlycxpress, 
their abhorrence of all the parties concerned 
in the conspiracy against the government 
and people of Canada ; but, Sir, amongst the 
republicans, male or female, this was by no 
means the case. The French minister soon 
after left the country; but, the Spanish 
minister has remained to this hour; and, if 
his having married the daughter of one of 
your governors be any mark whereby to 
judge of the estimation in which he is held j 
his bloody-minded project lias most assuredly 
excited against him no very great degree of* 
horror or of hatred.-—-The correspondence 
of Mr. Drake might merit condemnation; 
but, considering the above stated circum¬ 
stances, your condemnation of it, and your 
clearly implied censure not only of his cm- 
ployert,butofthe whole British government, 
the monarch included, come before the 

world with a very bad grace.-1 am, Sir, 

your, &c. &c. See. —Wm. Coubett. 

JAMAICA^DIsPUTe" 

DISPUTE BETWEEN THE LIEUTENANT GO¬ 
VERNOR. ANDTHE BOUSE OP ASSEMBLY 
OP JAMAICA. t 

following Message, and 2Attract qf a Let - 


te r, weft communicated to the Mouse ef As- \ 
sanbly of the Island qf Jamaica on the 
29 th qf Novembers 1803, by his Honour 
Lieutenant Governor Gsorgs Nugent. 
Mr. Speaker,— I am commanded 
by the LieutenantGovernor to lay before th« 
Assembly, an extract of a letter from the 
Right Honourable Lord^H obart,dated Down - 
ing Street, September 6th, 1802, which his 
Honour hopes that the House will take into 
their most serious consideration.——The 
Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the loyalty, 
justice, and liberality of the Assembly of 
Jamaica will not be less conspicuous at this 
eventful period, in contributing to (he main¬ 
tenance of a part of their military establish¬ 
ment, than upon former occasions, and par¬ 
ticularly when they have maturelyconsidered 
the absolute necessity of the establishment of 
a regular force in the island, much above the 
numbers usually stationed therein, thelmpo- 
Iicy of relying wholly on a naval force for 
their protection being self-evident.—Hi* 
Honour cannot hut excess a hope, that at a 
time when all classes of his Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects are called upon to contribute, in a most 
unprecedented manner, to the exigencies of 
the public service, the inhabitants of Jamaica 
will not be the last to step forward to prove 
their patriotism and determination to stand 
or fall with the mother country, by contri¬ 
buting their full proportion to the support of 
the Empiie. 

Extract of the Letter referred to in the above 
Message. 

I have had the honour of laying before his 
Majesty your letter of the 10th of July, with 
the printed copy oft the proceedings'of the 
Assembly of Jamaica that accompanied it, 
and I have the; King’s command to acquaint 
you tiiat his Majesty sees, in those commu¬ 
nications, additional reason to approve the 
zeal which has distinguished your public con¬ 
duct.-The principle upbn which the 

•island of Jamaica was called upon to contri¬ 
bute, in a.greater degree than it had hitherto 
done, towards the expense of its own protec¬ 
tion, has been so fully staled in my former 
dispatches that it appears unnecessary, at this 
time, to enter further into the discustsion of 

it.-If his Majesty’s subject^ residing in 

the island of Jamaica did contribute their 
full proportion to the general expenses of the 
empire, tllbre might be some ground to sup¬ 
port (fie arguinentthat has been urgedagainst 
thqir making a separate provision for defray¬ 
ing (he expense of the land force that may 
be stationed for the protection of the island; 
but & such an argument, dispassionately exa¬ 
mined, will he found wholly untenable, it is 
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io be hoped that a reconsideration of the 
principle upon which your proposition was 
made to the Assembly, will lead to a more 
satisfactorily result, and that the decision will 
nther be governed by the means of providing 
the supply than by arguments thin bespeak 
less liberality than might have been expected 
from the island of*Jamaica. ~ ■■ ■ I cannot 
therefore but entertain a hope, that when 
the Assembly shalfmeet again,* an opinion 
will be found to prevail in favour of a mea¬ 
sure, the adoption of which would be so well 
calculated to strengthen the relation-which 
unites the interests of Jamaica with the pa¬ 
rent state.——Upon reference to the ab¬ 
stract of the correspondence between his 
Majesty’s ministers and your predecessors, 
of which I sent you a copy with my dispatch 
of the 4th February last, you will find that 
when the Assembly applied to Government, 
in N(fvember, 1791, to augment the four re¬ 
giments which were then stationed at Ja¬ 
maica from four hundred to seven hundred 
each, and to add a regiment of light dra¬ 
goons, it was expressly stated by the Secre¬ 
tary of State, in his answer to Lord Effing¬ 
ham, that as the establishment on the island 
was then nearly double the strength that had 
usually, in time of peace, been thought ne¬ 
cessary for its protection, it would'be ex¬ 
pected that the island should make provision 
for any augmentation, which, from local cir¬ 
cumstances or considerations of interior po¬ 
licy, the Assembly might wish to have ; 
and, with this explanation, measures were 
immediately taken by Government forsend- 
ing to Jamaica three regiments and the -20th 

light dragoons.-1 have adverted to this 

circumstance, as an instance of the sense 
which his Majesty’s servants at that time en- 
tained of the j>ropriety of (wiling upon the 
Legishlure of Jamaica, to make provision for 
the expense of the augmented military esta¬ 
blishment, wl^.ch they applied to have sta¬ 
tioned for the protection of the island.- 

Similar considerations operated at a late pe-» 
nod, and produced the arrangement by 
which the assembly engaged to pay two 
thousand men, underan assurancethat black 
troops should not be employed or. the island 
of Jamaica; When circumstances after¬ 
wards confpelled his Majesty’s ministers, in 
the prosecution of a war which called for the 
application of every resource, to introduce 
Macks troops into Jamaica, they adopted that 
measure under an express deefaration that 
they considered-the. Assembly as no longer 
bound to their engagement for the pay of 
two thousand men, and from that period the 
provision for this service has been made 
from hence, thereby dissolving the compact 


that had been entered into and hot violating 
it, as has been inadvertently stated by the 
Assembly.—Theevents which havefately 
taken place at St. Domingo; the reduction 
in the army on that island ; and the return 
of the French naval force from that station 
to Europe, have oil contributed to render it 
probable that it may not be found necessary 
to retain so large a military establishment in 
the island of Jamaica, as was thought expe¬ 
dient some months ago; and I have his Ma¬ 
jesty’s commands to direct that you should 
not apply to the Assembly for a larger con¬ 
tribution than may be requisite for the pay 
and subsistence of three thousand men; and, 
as the 20ttfdragoons have been removed,the 
expense to be borne by the island would in 
fact he brought nnderlhe amount at which it 
would have stood upon the arrangement of 
1798, when they agreed to mamtain two 
thousand infantry and the 20th light dra¬ 
goons. It is not, however, intended so to 
limit the protectiorf that may be required for 
the security of Jamaica, but to express his 
Majesty’s pleasure, upon a full consideration 
of all circumstances, that the island shall not 
be called upon fora larger contribution than 

that which has been stated.-Under a full 

persuasion that the concurrence of the As¬ 
sembly will be obtained, to the extent of the 
contribution now proposed, you are autho- # 
rised to accede to their wishes upon the sub- * 
ject of the 2d West India regiment; but if, 
contrary to the reasonable expectations of his 
Majesty’s Govcrnment.the Assembly should 
not concur even to that extent, the intention 
of removing the black troops must be laid 
aside. • 

7 he fallowing Answer to the above Message 
and Extract was reported, on the IStk De¬ 
cember from the Select Committee appointed 
for that purpose , and unanimously agreed to 
by the House. 

“ Tlfat it be recommended to the House 
’ to send a message to his Honour the Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor, in answer to his first mes¬ 
sage of the 29th day of November, accom¬ 
panied by an extract of a letter from the 
Right. Hon. Lord Hobart, dated September 
6th, 1S02, to inform his Honour that the 
House have given the fullest and most ma¬ 
ture consideration to the application, con¬ 
tained in the said communications, fora per¬ 
manent contribution, from this island, of 
what shall be requisfte for thejarilish pay to 
3,000 troops, in addition to the usual pay and 
subsistence for which the faith of the coun¬ 
try Fs pledged; and have paid the greatest 
attention to the reasons for making such ap¬ 
plication, which hisHonour has been pleased 
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to submit to the House in his message, and 
the communications therein referred to.— 
That the House have to observe, with the 
. utmost regret, that, from the date of Lord 
Hobart’s letter, and the previous dispatches 
alluded, to, it appears that whilst measures 
were adopted, to relieve the inhabitants of 
the Mother-Country from the pressureofthe 
heaviest taxes, after the termination of a long 
and expensive war, his Majesty's loyal sub¬ 
jects in this island, in place of participating 
in the general blessings of peace, were to be 
called on Tor augmented and unusual contri¬ 
butions grevious in their amount, oppres¬ 
sive in their principle.-That the House 

feci it their duty explicitly to represent, that 
they never can relinquish or compromisethaf 
principle, by which their constituents claim 
an equal right to external protection and in¬ 
ternal security, with his Majesty’s subjects 1 
resident in the Mother-Country, by means 
of the united force,“and at the common ex¬ 
pense of the empire; nor can they agffce to 
the assertion, that the inhabitants and pro¬ 
prietors of this island do not contribute their 

full proportion to the general expense.- 

That the House admit, that when the pecu¬ 
liar circumstances of the West-India Islands 
obliged the Assembly, in November, 1791, 
to apply to Government for an augmentation 
of the forces stationed here, his Majesty’s 
■ then ministers took advantage of the dan¬ 
gers and apprehension of the inhabitants, to 
propose conditions before unheard of • that 
the island should take upon itself the expense 
of any addition to the usual peace establish¬ 
ment which should be thought necessary, 
from local causes or circumstances of internal 
policy :’ Although this proposal was far short 
of the measure now applied for, and was sup¬ 
ported by the consideration, that the very 
circumstances which created the danger, af¬ 
forded to the colony means of supporting the 
expense, from the increased demand and en¬ 
hanced price of its staples; yet the Asscm- 
b!y, in a message to his Honour the then j 
Lieutenant-Governor, declared it inadmis¬ 
sible, and, in an humble address transmuted 
to his Majesty on the same occasion, asserted 
their title to equal protection, which they 
claimed as a right most valuable, and not to 

be given up:-Thai the House alsoadmit, 

that in.the year 1797 the same ministers, 
having introduced into this colony a body of 
armed black slaves, in direct opposition to 
the sentiments of life people, and the remon¬ 
strances of thfcir representatives, to the im¬ 
minent hazard of eradicating these opinions, 
and subverting that local policy, on which 
the authority of the white inhabitants 
founded, and has been supported more effi- 
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caciousjy than by superior force, the Assem¬ 
bly were obliged, by imperious necessity, to 
submit to a deviation from the constitutional 
principle they had ever asserted, and to pro¬ 
pose a substitute for these armed slaves, 
which involved a considerable expense, 
falling exclusively on the island, but still 
very different from* the proposition now 
made, and having for a basis the prospect of 
augmenting the white population, and com¬ 
pensating the immediate expenditure, by 
adding to the future security of the country: 
——That the year 1798, when the arrange¬ 
ment for this substitution was concluded, 
was a season of great prosperity, when all 
our staples were selling at a very high price, 
and the Assembly might flatter tlumselves 
with being able to raise the funds necessary, 
without inconvenience, as they could not be 
expected to forsee the ruinous measures 
adopted by the minister the following year: 
-That (he House have the deepest con¬ 
cern in being obliged to represent what can¬ 
not indeed have escaped his Honour’s ob¬ 
servation, athough it seems to be altogether 
unknown to his Majesty’s ministers, that the 
resident inhabitants of this island are in cir¬ 
cumstances the very reverse of those which 
existed in 1791 and 1798 and cannot raise 
the taxes which have become necessary for 
the common contingencies of government, 
but with the utmost difficulty: — That this 
distress began in the year 1799, when an 
impolitic attempt to make the foreign con¬ 
sumer of West India produce pay British 
duties, occasioned such a stagnation or diver¬ 
sion of the trade into other channels, that 
the consumption and demand in the mar* 
i kets of Great-BritSin bore no proportion 
to the quantity imported : The depression 
of price which soon took place left nothing 
for the planter, after paying the heavy duties 

and charges on his commodity : . . 

That, although the effect of this improvi¬ 
dent measure was immediate^ the alteration 
which was expected when the evil was ad¬ 
mitted and a remedy applied, by restoring 
the drawback and bounty, has been slow 
and fluctuating \ our agriculture and com¬ 
merce never have recovercdfrom this shock, 
nor have our staples obtained a fair and 
equal price : without entering ifcto minute 
calculations, the bouse can appeal to the 
notoriety of the fact, when they aver that in 
place of contributing only a share of the 
general expanses of the empire, in the pro¬ 
portion of their net revenue, the sugar- 
planters of this island have, for the last four 
years, had nearly their whole income tom 
from them, by duties which*fcannot even be. 
aikdged to fall on the consumer, when no* 
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thing is left to the grower for labour or ca¬ 
pital.——That the late addition of new and 
unequal imposts; the annulling those laws 
which gave a decided and just preference to 
the produce of the British colonies in the 
markets of the mother country; the adopt- 
ing regulations, tending to encourage the 
transfer of British capital, for Jthe cultiva¬ 
tion of sugar in the East-Indies, whilst the 
consumption is already unequal to the 
growth of the old colonies, deprive us of all 
prospect of any favourable alteration, and 
create the most serious alarm that the ruin 
of these colonies will be consummated, 
whilst its approach does not seem even to 
be suspected by the framers of such laws and 
regulations..-That the expense of carry¬ 

ing on plantations in the Wcst-India Islands, 
augmented lately by many local causes, in¬ 
crease’ directly by every impost on the 
British manufacturer, and directly by duties 
levied on the exports for our use and con¬ 
sumption, leave no room for fair competi¬ 
tion with those who shall embark in the 
cultivation of sugar in the East-Indies, un¬ 
fettered by these disadvantages, and with 
power to seiuiihcir produce, direct to any 
market, in foreign vessel* That this 
expense has been greatly enhanced by the 
restrictions on our intercourse with the 
United States of North America, not only 
without benefit to the mother country, but 
to her manifest injury when viewed in all 
their consequences : that the articles sup¬ 
plied are of prime and indispensable neces¬ 
sity is admitted ; that they cannot be fur¬ 
nished by the United Kingdom of Great- 
Britain and Ireland, or any dependency of 
the Empire, L evinced by twenty years ex¬ 
perience ; that they cannot Ue transported 
in British bottoms, at least during war, is 
equally evident ; yet the planters of this 
island arc restrained from paving for what 
they cannot forego, by bartering a small part 
of the commodities they possess, and are 
drained of the specie wanted for common 
circulation, and of large qualities of bul¬ 
lion, which would centre in Grcat-Britain ; 
whilst the cultivation of their staples is 
cramped, and the quantity of what would 
be sent to tffe mother country, in more fa¬ 
vourable circumstances, most probably di¬ 
minished —That in a period qf distress 

and difficulty, brought on and prqjongml by 
causes of such unusual magnitude and dura¬ 
tion, the taxes raised within the island hate 
been beyond former precedent, from the 
pressure of a heajy debt, but more particu¬ 
larly from the increased expenses of our 
military establishment —- T hat, in the 
years 1776 and 1777 a the pay and subsist¬ 


ence of his Majesty’s troops, on the island 
establishment, cost this country 18,7501. 

per annum:-That, in the years 1781, 

1782, and 1788 (when on an average there 
, were on the establishment 2.898 persons, ex¬ 
clusive of officers), the total annual expense 

amounted to 4-4,446/, 18*. 4 d.: -That, 

in the session of 1802, the sum paid and 
provided for one year’s expense of the troops 
and barracks, on the island establishment, 
was 189,199/. Ss. 5d. exclusive of a grant 
to his Excellency the Commander in Cluef 
for 20,000/. being more than ten time* the 
charge at the commencement of the Ameri¬ 
can war, and upwards of four times the 
annual expense in the.last. years of that un¬ 
fortunate contest, when the number actually 
provided for differed little from the present 
establishment, and all kinds of provisions 
and means of subsistence were at very ad¬ 
vanced prices:-That there is no reason 

to believe that the expences of the army and 
barrack department, to be provided for the 
ensuing year, can be reduced below those of 
the present, which alone are equal to what 
could be raised bv a poll tax of 13s. annual¬ 
ly :-That the house, without meaning 

to wave or compromise the right of their 
constituents to equal protection with their 
fellow subjects, have thought it material to 
recapitulate some of the reasons which jus¬ 
tified the former decision of the House of 
Assembly alluded to by Lord Hobart’s let¬ 
ter :• ——That these reasons, for inducing a 
similar determination on the present occa¬ 
sion, continue in full force : a more detailed 
exposition of them would evince, that little 
of that disposition, and none of those mea¬ 
sures (which his lordship is pleased to re¬ 
commend to us, as calculated to strengthen 
the relation which tiqites the interest of Ja¬ 
maica with that of the present state), have 
been manifested or adopted on her part; it 
would assuredly demonstrate too clearly, the 
present distressed slate of this colony, and 
that the hou^e had not come to the resolu¬ 
tion mf refusing the contribution applied for, 
but on full consideration of the means they 
possess, and a perfect conviction of the im¬ 
practicability of raising the supply required; 

-That the house, anxious to cultivate 

this disposition, forbear from commenting 
on the doctrine of dissolving a compact at 
the pleasure ol one of,the contracting 
parlies, although destructive ofi all public 
confidence, and most alarming to the weaker 
ride ; and lament that their‘duly compels 
them to express their surprise and concern 
that his Majesty’s present ministers, whose 
moderation and respect for the constitution 
have been the subject of deserved eulogy, 
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should direct to be submitted to the repre¬ 
sentatives of the loyal inhabitants of this 
island, a proposition of the highest import¬ 
ance to their constituents and their pros¬ 
perity, not to be discussed on its own me¬ 
rits, not to be rejected or acceded to after 
weighing its effects and consequences on our 
constitution, and in our actual situation, but 
accompanied by a threat, that if a delibe¬ 
rate and unbiassed voice of this house de¬ 
clared it inadmissible, we must expect that 
a body of regimented slaves, introduced in 
opposition to the unanimous opinion of the 
inhabitants, ?nd the collected voice of all 
who are interested in 'the welfare of this 
island, shall be continued in its bosom, the 
object of universal abhorrence; a singular 
monument of pertinacity in speculative opi¬ 
nions, in opposition to practical and sober 
experience ; a body* contemptible as the 
means of protection, fonpidable only in.the 
danger of its example, and as an instance 
of an armed force kept up in the colony, 
after it has been declared dangerous and un¬ 
constitutional by the representatives of the 
people. 


EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH. 
[The proceedings on tl.is subject are here 
continued from the preceding sheet, p. 
750.] 

Decree passed by the Tribunate on the 3d of 
May IS0+, and carried up to the Conser¬ 
vative Semite on ike 4th of May. 

“The Tribunate,.considering that at 
the breaking out of the revolution, when 
the national will had an opportunity of ma¬ 
nifesting itself with the greatest freedom, 
the general wish was declared for the indi¬ 
vidual unity of the supreme power, and for 

the hereditary succession of that power;- 

That the family of the Bourbons jtaving by 
their conduct rendered the hereditary go¬ 
vernment odious to the people, forced them 
to lose sight of its advantages, and drove 
the nation to seek for a happier destinjf in a 
democratical form of government; ——'That 
France having made a trial of different forms 
of government, experienced from these trials 

only the miseries of anarchy ;-That the 

state was in the greatest peril, when Buona¬ 
parte, brought back by providence, suddenly 
appeared for its solvation ;— — That under 
the govern mfent of a single individual, France 
recovered tranquillity at home, and acquired 
abroad the highest degree ot consideration 

and glory;-That the plots formed by lb/ 

House of Bourbon, in concert with a mi 
nistry, the implacable enemy of France, 
warned France of the danger which threatens 


it, if lonng Buonaparte she continued ex¬ 
posed to the agitation inseparable from an 

election.-That the Consulship for life, 

and the power granted to the First Consul 
■ of appointing his successor, are not adequate 
to the prevention of ii^rigues at home or 
abroad, which could not rail to be formed 
during the vacancy of the supreme power: 
——■That in declaring that magistracy here¬ 
ditary, conformity is observed at once to the 
example of all great states, ancient or mo¬ 
dern, and to the first wish of the nation ex¬ 
pressed in 1789 That, enlightened and 
supported oy this experience, the nation now 
returns to this wish more strongly than ever, 
and expresses it on all sidess—That in all 
political changes it has been usual for na¬ 
tions to confer the supreme power on those 

to whom they owe their safety ;-rThat 

when France demands for her security a he¬ 
reditary chief, her gratitude and affection 

call on Buonaparte - That France will 

preserve all the advantages of the revolution 
by the choice of a new dynasty, as much in¬ 
terested for their safety, as the old one 

would be for their destruction ; - -That 

France may expect from the family of Buo¬ 
naparte more than from any other the main¬ 
tenance of the rights and liberty of the peo¬ 
ple which chose them, and all those institu¬ 
tions best calculated to support them ;-■ 

That there is no title more suitable to the 
glory of Buonaparte, and to the dignity of 
the supreme chief of the French nation, than 
the title of Emperor. 

The Tribunate, exercising the right given 
them by the sJDlh article of the constitution, 
have come to the following vote That 
Napoleon Buonaparte, the First Consul, be 
proclaimed Emperor of the French, and in 
that capaci'y invested with the government 
of the French republic;——That the title of 
Emperor and the imperial piwer be made 
hereditary in his family in the male line, ac¬ 
cording to the order o! primogeniture;- 

That in introducing into the organization of 
tiie constituted authorities, the modifications 
rendered necessary by the establishment of 
hereditary power, the equality, the liberty, 
and the rights of the people sfyall be pre¬ 
served in all their integrity. * This vote 
shall be presented to the senate by six ora¬ 
tors, who shall explain the views of the Tri¬ 
bunate.”—i—'The foregoing decree having 
been put to the vote by the President of the 
Tribunate, it wa carried by acclamation with 
the single exception of theonly member who 
delivered his sentiments against its adoption. 
Citizen Jard Pauvilliers, was named first 
Orator to present, the foltdwing day, the 
vote of the Tribunate. The oilier five on- 
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tors who were to accompany him, were 
chosen by lot. 

Speech of the Vice-President c/ tie Senate, 
upon the presenting of the Decree. 

Citizens Tribune?, this day will form a 
remarkable atm. It is the day on which 
you are called on^for the first # time, to ex¬ 
ercise with the Conservative Senate, the re¬ 
publican and popular privilege which the 
fundamental laws of the constitution have 
delegated to you. You could not exercise 
this prerogative at a more favourable 
moment, or apply it to an object of more 
importance than the present. Citizens Tri¬ 
bunes, you express to the trustees of the na¬ 
tional rights a wish truly national. I cannot 
remove the veil which conceals for a time 
the labours of the Senate on this important* 
subject. 1 must inform you, however, in 
the mean time, that since the 6th Germinal 
(March 27) the Senate has directed the at¬ 
tention of the First Magistrate to the same 
subject. The Senate had previously sound¬ 
ed the public opinion, and had announced it 
to the government. But you will find your 
advantages aqd privileges, when you observe 
that what we have been thinking of in 
silence for two months, the peculiar nature 
of your instution, and the place you hold 
in the constitution has enabled you at once 
to submit to discus-don in presence of the 
people. You have served at once the peo¬ 
ple and the government, by disclosing and 
enforcing tins opinion, pregnant with so 
many advantages, and at first secretly che¬ 
rished in the bosom of this assembly, where 
you have now so glori&usly reported it. The 
happy developement which you have given 
this great idea, procures* to the Senate, 
which opened the Tribune to you, the satis 
faction of being able to congratulate them , 
selves on thejir choice, and to approve what 
they have done. In your public speeches 
we have found (he basis of our opiniotes* 
Like you, Citizens Tribunes, we do not wish 
the return of the Bourbons ^because we do 
not wish a counter revolution, which is the 
only benefit we could derive from those un¬ 
fortunate exile-, who havecarried with them 
despotisrfif nobility, feudal tyranny, slavery, 
and ignorance, and who, still to augment 
their crimes, have encouraged the hope, that 
a return to France might be Foun^ by the 
way of England,—Like you, Citizens Tri¬ 
bunes, we wish to raise a new dynasty, be¬ 
cause we whh to secure to the French peo¬ 
ple all their rights which they have recon¬ 
quered, and wnich the folly of their enemies 
' would take from them. Like you, Citizens 
Tribunes, we wish liberty, equality, and 
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knowledge, may, no more hate a retrograde 
motion. I do not speak of the great man 
called upon by his glory, to give ms name to 
the age in which ne lives, ami who ought 
to be called on by our wishes to consecrate 
to us his family and existence. It is not to 
himself, it is to us that he ought to de¬ 
vote himself.—What you propose in the 
ardour of enthusiasm the Senate will consi¬ 
der with cool deliberation.-Citizen Tri¬ 

bunes, we are the corner stone of the social 
edifice ; but it is the government of an here¬ 
ditary chief that must constitute the key 
stone of the arch. You repose in your bo¬ 
som the wish, that this arch may he at last 
consolidated. In receiving this wish the 
Senate does not forget that what you solicit 
is not so much a change of the state of the 
republic as a means of perfecting and esta¬ 
blishing it, and this certainly is what we are 
most interested in. fn this national temple 
the constitution dught to repose in some 
measure on the God Terminus. If we are 
induced to interfere in any respect with this 
sacred compact, the guardianship of which 
is entrusted to us, itls only to add to its 
strength and to extend its duration. 

Message from the First Consul to the Con¬ 
servative Senate, dated Si. Cloud, 2 5th 
April, 1304-, in Answer to an Address 
from the Senate, dated March '21 ih, I804-, 
which Address contained a Proposition fur 
making him Emperor. 

“ Senators;—Your address of the fith 
last Germi -al has never ceased to be present 
to my thoughts. has been the object of 
my most constant meditation.—You have 
judged the hereditary power of the supreme 
magistracy necessary, in order to shelter the 
French people eompletely from the plots of 
our enemies, and Irom the agitations which 
arise from rival ambitions. It even appears 
to you, that many of our institutions ought 
to he improved, in order to secure for ever 
the triumph of equality and public liberty 
aijd present to the nation and to the govern¬ 
ment the double guarantee they are in want 

of.-We have been constantly guided by 

this grand truth, that the sovereignty resides 
in the French people, in the sense that every 
thing, without exception, ought to be done 
for its interest, its happiness, and its glory. 
It is in order to attain this end, that the su¬ 
preme Magistracy, tne Sensye, the Council 
of State, the Legislative Body, th? Electoral 
Bodv, the I-lector .al Colleges, and the dif¬ 
ferent branches of the Administration, are 
and ought to be instituted.——In propor¬ 
tion as I fix mv attention upon these great 
I objects) I am still more convinced of the 
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verily of (hose sentiments which I have ex* 
pressed to you, and I feel more and more 
that in a circumstance as new as it is im¬ 
portant, the councils of your wisdom and 
experience were necessary to enable me to 
fix mv ideas. —— 1 request you then to make 
know'll to me the whole of your thoughts. 
— — Tne French people can add nothing to 
the honour and glory with which it has sur 
rounded me, hut the most saned duty for 
me, as it is the dearest to my heart, is to 
secure lo its latest posterity those advantages 
which it has acquired by a revolution that 
has cost it so .much, particular!v by the sa¬ 
crifice of those mil ions of bravtf citizens 
who have died in defence of their rights. 
——I dr-ire that 1 might I'edaie to you on 
the 14-1.. July, in thr present icar. F fieen 
year.- have pa-t since, bv a spontaneous 
movement you ran lo aims, you acquit id 
li'xnv, c> unlite, and*glory. These first 
blessings of nation are non-secured to ybu 
for eve-, arc sheltered from esery tempest, 
they are pieserved to you and to your chil¬ 
dren : institutions conceived and In ran in 
the midst of the storms of interior and ex¬ 
terior wars, developed with constancy, are 
just lerminatc'd in the noise of the attempts 
and plots of our most mort. 1 encniie , by 
the aelopuon of every thing which the ex- 
peri- nee of centuries and of nations has de¬ 
monstrate i as proper to guarantee the tights 
which the nation had judged necessary lor 
its dignity, its liberty, and its happiness. 

Reply of the Senate, dated 4th May, J S0+, 
and signed by the Vice*President and Se¬ 
cretaries, Francois (de Ncu/chalcau) 
Vice President; Mokard de Galles 
and Josei-h Coknudet, Secretaries, and 
the Chancellor of the Senate, La Place. 

“ Citizen First Constll.—You have, bv 
a memorable message, just replied in a man¬ 
ner worthy oi you, anti of the great nation 
which ha» appointed you its chief, to the 
wishes w^iich the Senate expressed to you, 
and to the solicitudes inspired in it by tl^e 
love of the country. You desire, Citizen 
First Consul, to become acquainted with the 
opinion of the Senate, concerning those in 
stitutions^f ours which we conceive should 
be improved, in order henceforth to secrire 
the triumph of equality and public libeity, 
and to present to the nation and to the go¬ 
vernment, the doubte guarantee of which 
they are in want .-- —-The Senate have as¬ 
sembled together, and carefully compared 
the results of the mediations of its mem¬ 
bers, the fruits of their experience, the ef¬ 
fects of the zeal with which they are ani¬ 
mated for the prosperity of the people, whose 
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right they are appointed to protect*—— 
Having recalled the past, examined the pre¬ 
sent, and cast its looks towards the future, 
it now presents to you the wish imposed on 
it by the safety of the state. — The French 
^iave conquered liberty ^ they wish to pre¬ 
serve their conquest; they wish to enjoy re¬ 
pose after thejr victory.—?—For this glorious 
repose they w ill be indebted lo the heredi¬ 
tary government of a single individual, who, 
elevated above all, invested with great pow¬ 
er, surrendered by splendour,glory, and ma¬ 
jesty, will defend public liherlv, maintain 
equality, and lower his fasces before the so¬ 
vereign will of the people who proclaim 
him.— —It is this government which the 
French nation wished to give itself in the 
happy days of the year 17 89, the recollec¬ 
tion of wliicf will be for ever dear to the 
friends of the country, whom the nobleen- 
tiiusiasm which the image alone ol this go¬ 
vernment created, was involuntarily shared 
even by those whose interests were hurt by 
the revolution, and against which a perfidi¬ 
ous foreigner dared to lift up from afar his 
parricide hands, and in which the experi¬ 
ence of ages, the reason of salesmen, the 
genius of philosophy, and the love of huma¬ 
nity, inspired the representatives whom the 
nation had chosen.——It is this govei mnent, 
limited by the law which the greatest ge¬ 
nius of Greece, the most celebrated orator 
of Rome, and the greatest statesmen of the 
18th century, declared to be the best of all. 

-It is that alone which can put an end 

to dangerous rivalities in a country covered 
with numerous armies, and commanded by 

great captains.-Hfslorv holds it upas an 

invincible obstacle to all the rash efforts of a 
bloody anarchy,4he violence of.an audacious 
tyranny which believed ibell to be absolved 
by strength, and to the perfidious attempts 
'of a despotism still more dangerous, which 
spreading in darkness its formidable nets, 
Waited with hypocritical patience to r the 
moment to throw off the mask, and lo lift 

up the shaft of iron.-It declares to a 

brave and generous nation—‘‘You have lost 
“ your independence, your liberty, and your 
“ name, because you would not renounce 

“ electing a supreme chief.”-ft unveils 

that long sequel of tumults, dissentions, and 
civil di-cords, which have preceded or fol¬ 
lowed those periods when nations elected a 
new chief; hSppy, when not condemned to 
the sjia ne still more insupportable than 
death, of receiving a foreign power, con¬ 
queror «r corruptor, a contemptible chief, 
ccowardly enslaved, or basely perfidious.—— 
It bids us to regard the city of the Caesars, 
the capital of the world, a prey to all the 
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disorder, crimes, and furies, which the gold, 
the sword, and the poison of the competitors 
for the empire could create, until an here¬ 
ditary power replaced a monstrous assem¬ 
blage of contested elections, ludicrous sanc¬ 
tions, uncertain decisions, unacknowledged 

adoptions and despised acclamations.- 

After the fifteen ag^s which have elapsed 
since the year 1789, after all the* catastro¬ 
phes which Inve succeeded each other; af¬ 
ter the numberless dangers which have sur¬ 
rounded the social body, and when vve saw 
the abyss opened, into which they seemed 
resolved to cast it, before the savour of 
France was restored to us, what other go¬ 
vernment than that of single individual, 
regulated by the law for the happiness of all, 
and confided to a family whose destiny is 
inseparable from that of the revolution, 
could pfolert the fortune of so great a num¬ 
ber of citizens, become holders of landed 
property, wliic'i a counterrevolution would 
snatch tro.ii them, guarantee the heads of 
Frcnchmtn who have never ceased to be 
faithful to the sovereign people, and even 
defend tne existence ut those, who misled 
in the beginning ot our political torments, 
have claimed and obtained the indulgence 

of their country . What other argis than 

that government, can for ever repel those 
execrable plots, wlvch reproducing them¬ 
selves under every form, setting every spring 
at work, one day overturned and the next 
reappearing, might at length finish by tiring 
out fortune; and to which were devoted 
those blind zealots, who in their guilty deli¬ 
rium, conceive they have means once more 
to erect for a family whoSa the people have 
proscribed, a throne composed only of feu¬ 
dal trophies, and instruments^ servitude, 
which the national thunder has reduced to 

dust.-\V hat other government in short 

can ior ever preserve that acquisition so dear 
to a generous nation, those palms of genius, 
and those laurels of victory, which the ene¬ 
mies of Fiance would with sacrilegious 

hands snatch from her august brow!- 

This hereditary government can only be 
confided to Napoleon Buonaparte and his 
family.——-Glory, gratitude, love, reason, 
the interest dfcthe state, all proclaim Napo¬ 
leon Buonaparte hereditrary Emperor.- 

But, Citizen First Consul the benefit of 
our social pact ought to endure^ if pos¬ 
sible, as long as your renown.-We 

ought to censure the happiness, and gua¬ 
rantee the rights of generations to come.— 
The imperial government ought to be-un¬ 
shaken Let not*lhe forgetfulness of pre¬ 
cautions called for by wisdom, suffer the 
storms of an ill organized regency, succeed 


the tempest of an elective government.—— 
liberty and equality must be held sacred, 
the social pact must not be violated; the 
sovereignty of the people must be acknaw- 

K , in order that at the most distant times 
lion may not be forced again to seize 
its power, and avenge its outraged majesty. 

- - The Senate is of opinion, Citizen First 
Consul, that it is for the dearest interests of 
the French people, to confide the govern¬ 
ment of the republic to Napoleon Buona¬ 
parte, hereditary Emperor.-It developes 

in the memorial which it annexes to its 
message, the dispositions which apppear to it 
i he most proper to give to our institutions 
the necessary force to guarantee to the na¬ 
tion its dearest rights, by securing the inde¬ 
pendence of the great authorities, the free 
;fhd enlightened vote of impost, the security 
cr prosperity, the liberty of individuals, of 
the press, and of elections; the responsibi¬ 
lity of ministers, and*the inviolability of the 
constitutional laws,——These tutelary dis¬ 
positions, Citizen First Consul, will com¬ 
pletely shelter the French people from the 
plots of their enemies, and from those agita¬ 
tions which lake their rise from ambitous 
rivals, they will maintain the reign of the 

law, of liberty and equality.-The love of 

the French for your person, transmitted to 
your successors with the immortal glory of 
your name, will for ever connect the rights 
of the nation, with the power of the prince. 

-The social pact will brave time.—The 

republic, as immutable as its vast territory, 
will behold political tempests gather round 
it in vain.—' To shdke it the whole world 
must be shaken, and posterity in calling to 
recollct tion the prodigies brought about by 
vour genius, will continually behold erect 
that immense monument of every thing for 
w|jich the country will be indebted to 
you.” 

•the following are Addressee, upon the same 
Subject, from a Part qf the Army, and from 
the City of Paris, being a Specimen of the 
numerous Addresses, which have been sent 
by all the Departments, the Armies, and the 
principal Cities. , 

Addresses of the first division of the Camp at 
OstenH, dated 2 9th of April, 1804. 

General First Consul,-A cry has 

been heard in the army !^-—That cry is 

echoed in every heart*--The soldiers of 

the 1st division of the camp at Bruges, ten- 
sible of the dangers which you have en¬ 
countered alone, in the common cause; 
mote sensible still of the benefits which they 
have derived from you, are eager to decree 
to you a title august and .worthy of you.-—— 
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You are already their chief and their father, 
but these titles are not sufficient to express 
either their enthusiasm or their love. Let, 
then, that of Emperor teach the world, that 
France has known how to express her grali* 

tude for all that you have done for her ! ■•. 

Yet a painful recollection mingles itself with 
our hopes. Already have the poignards of 
the enemy more than once threatened your 
destiny, to which that of so many others is 

attached.-France was on the point of 

being annihilated in your person! Let her 
survive in your illustrious family! And let 
posterity know what your great actions have 

been, and Vrhat has been our gratitude.-- 

The organ of a part of your troops, I am 
happy in having it in* my power to express to 

you their sentiments.-Deign to accept, 

General First Consul, the testimonies of love 
and of respect of the first division, and of 
mine.——(Signed)——The General of Di¬ 
vision, Oudimot. —— Then follow the 
signatures of the generals and officers of the 
staff, and of the officers and soldiers of 
the five regiments which compose the di¬ 
vision.] 

Address qf the Municipal Body of l*uris t 
dated 30 th April, 1 SOL 
To-day, Citizen First Consul, all France 
expresses the same wishes we expressed two 
years ago. To day all France, happy under 
your government, conjures vou to eternise 
the benefit of it. —— Do not forget it, Citizen 
First Consul: in 1789, France, without 
doubt, demanded a revolution : but she de¬ 
manded it in the maxiifis of her government, 
and not in the unity which constituted her 
essence.—The French, then free, in the 
choice of their deputies to the states general, 
free in the expression pfaheir sentiments and 
wishes, expressly demanded that all the citi¬ 
zens, equal in rights, should be admissible, 
without distinction of rank and*birlh, to all 
the public functions. They demanded (bat 0 
the power of exercising arbitrary acts should 
no logger reside any where, and" that no citi¬ 
zen might be condemned will,out having 
heen tried. They demanded liberty of con¬ 
science, or rather the free exercise of all 
forms of divine worship. They demanded 
that the representatives of the natioA should 
be called to deliberate upon the public bur¬ 
dens. They demanded, in fiue, as a a gua- 
rantee of rll the rights they invoked the 
restitution of, that the executive power 
should remain confided to the hands of a 
single person, and that this power should be 
hereditary.—What the French demanded 
in 1789, they again demand to day. They 
earnestly Remand iu A long experience has 
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too fully convinced them that whatever has 
been done, or tried, beyond their first wishes, 
commanded perhaps by circumstances strong¬ 
er than men, cannot constitute either the 
duration, the force, or the happiness of a 
great empire.—shall not, Citizen First 
Consul, point out the mode it would be most 
suitable to ( adopt for the accomplishment of 
our wish. We trust, in this respect, to the 
wisdom of the first authority of the state, 
and to your own wisdom.—But let us be 
fearful of dissembling the truth to ourselves. 
The moments are pressing. Our implacable 
enemies are observing us. We know what 
frightful projects they have shewn them¬ 
selves capable of.! They will never cease 
meditating our ruin before strong, generous, 
and lasting institutions will have convinced 
them that our ruin is impossible.——Signed 
the Twelve Mayors, the Twenty four As¬ 
sistant Mayors, the Five Members of the 
Council of Prefecture, the Prefect and the 
Secretary-General. 

PUBLIC PAPER. 

Note delivered by the Minister Resident qf 
Russia, Mr. Kluppell, to Baron D'Atbini, 
mnd communicated to the'D^t of Ratishon, 
on the Cth of May , 1804- —It was dated 
at Ratisbon on the t>th qf May, and signed, 
De Klupi’Zll. 

The event which has taken place in the 
stales of his highness the Elector of Badeng 
the conclusion of which has been so melan¬ 
choly, has occasioned the most' poignant 
grief to the Emperor of all the Russias. He 
cannot but view with the greatest concern 
the violation whidh has been committed on 
the tranquillity and integrity of the German 
territory. Has Imperial Majesty is the more 
affected by this event, as he never could 
have expected that a power which had un¬ 
dertaken, in common vgith himself the 
office of mediator, and was consequently 
bound to exert his car^ for the welfare and 
tranquillity of Germauy, could have depart¬ 
ed in such a manner from the sacred princi¬ 
ples of the law of nations, and the duties it 
had so lately taken upon itself.—It would 
be unnecessary to call the attention of the 
Diet to the serious consequences to which 
the German Empire must be exposed, if 
acts of violence, of which the first example 
has.iust been seen, should be passed over in 
silence; it will, with its accustomed fore¬ 
sight, easily perceive how much the future 
tranquillity and security of the whole Em- 
pirc$ and each of its members must be en¬ 
dangered, if such violent^troceedings should 
be deemed allowable, and suffered to take 
place without observation or oppasitioa. 
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Moved ty these considerations, and is qua¬ 
lity of gurantee of the constitution of the 
Germanic Empire, and that of mediator, the 
Emperor considers it as his duty solemnly to 
protest against an action which is such an 
attack on the tranquillity and security of 
Germany. Justly alarmed at the mournful 
prospect it presents,* his majesty made no 
delay to represent his manner of thinking on 
the subject to the first consul, by the Rus¬ 
sian Charge d’affaires at Paris.—-—While 
his majesty adopts a measure prescribed to 
him by his solicitude for the welfare of the 
German Empire, he is convinced that the 
Diet and the Head of the Empire will do 
justice to his disinterested,- and manifestly 
indispensible care; and that they will unite 
their endeavours with his, to transmit their 
just remonstrances to the French Govern¬ 
ment, to prevail on it to take such steps and 
measures as the violation of their dignity 
may require, and the maintenance of their 
future security may lender necessary. 

FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Message from the First ConsuUof France to the 
Conservative Senate, dated St. Cloud, 1 Hth 
qf Aitril 1804, relative to /us lirother Joseph 
Buonaparte. 

Senators —The Senator Joseph Buona- 
paa'e, grand officer of the Legion of Ho¬ 
nour, tus expressed to me his desire of 
sharing the perils of the army encamped 
upon the coast of Boulogne, in order to p «r- 
take, in its g <ry.—I have thought that it 
was for the good of the state, ami the Senate 
would see with pleasure that, after having 
rendered to the republic important services 
by the solidity of hrs counsel*, and in circ um¬ 
stances the most grave, by life knowledge, 
skill, and wisdom he displayed in the suc¬ 
cessive negotiations ofihe treaty of Monson- 
taine. which te«.;inated our differences with 
■the United States of America ; of that of 
Lnneville, which pacified the continent ;* 
and subsequently of that of Amiens, which 
had re-established peace between France and 
England, the Senator Joseph Buonaparte 
should be placed in a situation to contribute 
to the vengeance which the French people 
promise themselves for the violation of that 
last treaty, and should be enabled to acquire 
additional titles to the esteem of the nation. 

-Having already served untkr mt eyes 

in the fifst campaigns of the war, and given 
proofs of his courage and his disposition Tor 
the profession of arms in the rank of chief of 
battalion, I hate nominated him Colonel 
Commandant of the 4th regiment of the line 
one of the most distinguished corps of the 
Array, find which is numbered amongst those 
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which, always placed in (he melt perilous 
post, have never lost their colours, and have 
very often brought back or decided the vic¬ 
tory.——I desire in conaequence, that the 
Renats accede to the demand which the Se¬ 
nator Joseph Buonaparte will make, to lie 
permitted to absent himself from its delibe¬ 
rations during the time the occupations of 
the warnmy detain him at the army. 


St. Petersbirgh, May 1 .—A Copy of the 
following Rescript of lus Imperial Majesty 
to Count Marcoff, Counsellor of State, dated 
February 1$, was read iu the Directing 
Senate hy Prince Pair WassilievitshLapu - 
chin. Rescript.—Couqt Arkadi Ivanovitsh 
—Since I recalled you from your post at 
J’aris, where you discharged your duly with 
the greatest zeal, and to my entire satisfac¬ 
tion, it is very agreeable to me to have 
found your conducj there consistent with 
propriety, and to renew my thanks to you 
for it, as well as for the exertions you have 
made to promote my advantage. As I wish 
to give you a new proof of my satisfaction, 
Ihave ordered, till an opportunity occurs of 
rewarding you according to your merit, that 
you shall receive yearly from the revenue 
of the post office 1 2,000 roubles, and that 
12,000 roubles shall be paid to you from the • 
Treasury to indemnity you for the expences 
of your return from Paris.—This salary you 
will receive from the day of your arrival in 
Russia in the quality of a Minister in the 
College of Foreign Affairs. 

SUMMARY V)F POLITICS. 

Russia.— The Note from the Russian 
Minister to the Diet of Katisbon, which 
will be found ins former page on this sheet, 
seems to indicate % •determination on the 
part of the Emperor, to take part, in some 
way or other, in the present contest. It is 
.stated, too, in the foreign newspapers, that 
an army of '200,000 Russians are ready to 
march into Germany ; that there is an alli- 
aned formed, offensive and defensive, be¬ 
tween Russia, Austria, Denmark, and Swe¬ 
den ; that England is about to accede to it; 
and, that the object is, to carry on «a war 
againsj Buonaparte, for the openly avowed 
purpose of re instating the House of Bour¬ 
bon on the throne of France, against the 
usurping of which, by-the Buonaparte’s 
Louis the XVIIIth is now forfhally to pro¬ 
test. Such certainly would be a /nost ge¬ 
nerous and noble ground of warfare j and, it 
i£ to be feared, far too generous and noble 
to exist any where but in the imagination of 
those, who know little of some of the parties 
to this supposed league; for, as to Mr. Pitt, 
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it would be supposing a miracle to have been is necessary to insert that paragraph here, 
wrought on him, to hope that he will ever and to examine a little into the inference 
become a party to a combination for such a that has been drawn from it«“.Wc agree 
purpose, he who has, over and over again, perfectly with the English, that, let the 
declared, that .the restoring of the Bourbons “ expedition once sail, and the question will 
to their rights, was not his object in the last “ be decided for ever. We must add, 
war. It was, indeed, his opinion, be said, “ however, that we do not understand this 
that the restoration of that Royal House to “ assertion in the same sense in which they 
the throne of France woi^d be the likeliest “ employ it. We cannot hut deplore the 
way of securing the liberties of Europe ; “ fate of a country which the faults of its 
but, if he could secure the interests of Eng- “ government have placed in a situation so 
land without it, he would not continue the “ critical. We do not do less justice, to 
war an hour longer for the sake of that re- “ the energy and the honourable feelings 
sloration. In Russia a court mourning has “of those who are anxious to defend their 
taken place Tor the Duke D’Enghuien. No “country. The people do their duty in 
such mark of attachment to the cause of “endeavouring to place themselves out of 
the Bourbons has been given here ; and, in- “the reach of invasion. We do ours in 
deed, it will be matter of great surprise, if “ seeking to conquer peace, and a poition 
Mr. Pitt should ever join in a war for such “ of the patrimony of the seas, of which the 
an object ——Besides, how is Austria to go “ unbridled ambition of the English go¬ 
to war, without the aid of British money ? “ vernment wishes to deprive us.—Absulute 
And, where is that British money to come “ masters oi the commerce of the world, 
from? It is to be raised by another Imperial “their ships cover both the Indian and 
Loan, of which we annually pay the in- “ American seas. They wish further, by 
terest from out of the taxes laid upon us r “ the unjust possession of Malta, at once to 
To send subsidies abroad, to aq,y ronsidera- “ expel us irom the commerce of the Medi- 
ble amount, while we have to sustain the u fcituncan. That is not in their power. 
present load of debt, is ultcily impossible, “ They who grasp at too much risk all. 
without greatly accelerating the total anni- “ We arc also a populou. nation. We have 
hilation of the public funds, and of course, “ a vast extent of coast numerous sailors, 
producing a temporary suspension of trade, “ a great deal of wood, and a large share of 
commerce, and public credit. Thissuspen- “money. What, then, is that mad ambi- 
sion would, in time of peace, be got over by “ tion which wishes to deprive us even of 
a wise and firm administration; but, it “ (he commerce of the Levant, which our 
would be a very serious thing to happen in “ ancestors from time immemorial have 
time of war. Soldiers and sailors must have “ enjoyed ? They very uselessly keep six 
Ihcir pay, and the poor must and ivtll have “thousand men on the rock of Malta, 
bread. England is, in consequence of her “ which, happen luhat may, th<y never shall 
intolerable load of debt, absolutely incapable 11 retain. They arc on the point of losing 
of making great advances ol money any “ Ceyion for wSnt of a sufficient number of 
longer : so much has beeti swallowed up in “ troops to defend it. Of the two nations, 
the wars for the East and West-Indies, that, “which L that whose ambition knows no 
there is nothing left for the purpose of car- “ reasonable bounds ? Is it th- nation which 
rying on a war for these little Islands, in ( “ by treaty cedes the Islands of Ceylon and 
which we live. In short, if we continue to Trinidad, and consolidates the English 
pay th^ Jews, the Emperor of Germany “ power in the Indies, in China and Ame- 
must march his armies at his own expcr.se. “ rica, or that which wishes to shut us out 
That he will not do so is pretty certain : in- “ of all the ports of the Levant ? The Eng- 
deed, it is pretty certain, that he cannot , “ lish government deceives the peope in 
and, as, the league, without Austria, would “ the grossest manner respecting all that is 
be perfectly inefficient, there appears, as yet “ done, or that passes in France. They 
to be no reason to believe, that the Conti- “ carry this so far as to tell the people that 
nent will afford a diversion sufficient to “ certain intelligence has been received of 
weaken, in any considerable degree, the “ the 'mopsat Boulogne having mutinied, 
efforts which Buonaparte is preparing to “ that the half of the garrison at Paris have 
ipske against this kingdom. A contrary “ revolted, that the Parisians have shewn 
ybpmion dees, however, seem to prevail. “ a disposition to insurrection, because they 
This is a very dangerous opinion ; and, as “ were* prevented from leaving their own 
R appears to have arisen principally from a* “ houses after nine o’clock. " - All these re¬ 
paragraph published in the French Official “ volts resemble Mr. Drake’s rebellion in 
Gazette^ the Moniteur, of the 3d instant, it “the four departments. When we think 
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“ proper we will make the descent% If we 

“ trqje not to make it for years, our success 
“ would only be more secure ''——From this 
■ paragraph it is, and particularly from the 
last sentence that many persons have con¬ 
cluded, that the project of invasion is given r 
over, and that the French troops will soon 
be withdrawn from the coast. Very pre¬ 
mature indeed istlys conchtsiog, and not at 
all warranted by the language of the Moni- 
teur, which merely says, that they will make 
the descent when they think proper, and 
that, if they were to delay it for years, their 
success would be only the more secure. 
That they can make the descent when they 
think proper , is greatly to be doubted; hut, 
that, if they can maintain their government 
under Buonaparte, or rather, if his present 
extent of authority, under whatever name, 
continues, there can be but little hesitation in 
agreeing to the proposition, that, if they 
delay their attempt for years, their success 
will be the more secure. Indeed, as it 
has already been frequently stated, if Mr. 
Pitt’s systems arc perversed in, the French 
need not take the trouble t<r invade us. 
They have only to remain as they are, only 
to continue toylo precisely what they are 
now doing, with the addition of an expedi¬ 
tion against Ireland as often as they can get 
out from Brest, and, at the end of a very 
few years we must submit to them on their 
own terms. Observe, this is asserted only 
upon the supposition, that Mr. l’itt’s sys¬ 
tems will be persevered in; but, it must 
also be observed, that the enemy is fulh' 
persuaded that those systems will be per¬ 
severed in. To continue to pay the pre¬ 
sent annual charge on account of na¬ 
tional debt, and at the same time to 
support the expenses of th§ war, at the 
rate of 36,000,000/. annually (and' that , 
is the rale at which it is taken in the 
last Budget) is aV 'olutely impossible. - But, 
the expenses will go on increasing an¬ 
nually ; for as the whole of the revenue will | 
not exceed from 40 to 45 millions, and as j 
the expenditure will be from 6p to 65 mil- | 
lions, there must be 20 millions raised by ; 
way of loan; and, of course, more than a 
million will be annually added to the charge 
on account <?# debt, which charge will, in , 
five years from this time, amount to 30 mil- 
lions annually. And, I would ask.Mr. Pitt, 
whether he really imagines, that the#var 
can be carried on with a mill-stone like this 
aboutour necks ? There will, indeed, onead- 
vantage arise out of this increase of the in¬ 
terest of the debt^ that is, a corresponding 
increase in the amount of tax laid upon that 
interest!! ! Gracious God! was there ever 


such a system as this before thought of In 
the world! Payhig people their income out 
of the taxes, and then taxing that 'income ! 
■Surely a financier must be at his wits end, 

when he has recourse to shifts like this.- 

No ; the war cannot be carried on, if we 
persevere in Mr. Pitt’s systems. We must 
give way. We must, if we do not abandon 
those destructive systems,yield to the enemy 
upon whatever terms he choses to impose. 
This Buonaparte well knows; and he will 
act accordingly. From this knowledge it is, 
that his writers are led to assert, that, the 
longer they delay their attack, the more cer¬ 
tain will b$ their success. They well know, 
that time is for them and against us; that the 
battle is between a yputhful giant and a 
common man fasl approaching to a state of 
decrepitude ; a state, indeed, from which it 
\spossible to restore him to youth and vigour, 
but in which possibilitj^the enemy does not 

believe.-That IVIr. Pittwill endeavour to 

make peace, as soon as possible, there can 
be butliltle doubt: Lord Hawkesbury seem* 
to have been put out of the way wilh that 
view; and, as to the terms, notwithstanding 
the bold language of Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Melville ; notwithstanding the latter, in par¬ 
ticular, positively declared, that he was glad 
the peace was ai an end if for no other rea¬ 
son than that of onr keeping Malta, which 
never ought again to be permitted to be even 
a subject ofnegociation; notwithstanding all 
this, it would not be safe to lay a considerable 
sum, that these gentlemen will not make a 
treaty, the first article of which shall stipu¬ 
late; tor the instantaneous surrender of Malta. 
Buonaparte says, that they shall not keep it; 
and,as one or the other must eat their words, 
is more than probable that the lot wifi 
fill to Mr. Pitt and Lord' Melville, who, 
hhving long been uSfed to such diet, will sub¬ 
net with Very little reluctance. But, if 
Buonaparte should not be satisfied with the 
surrender of Malta ? Indeed he will not; he 
•will demand that, and also a surrender of all 
the conquests we shall have made during this 
war, ^together, perhaps, with Ceylon and 
Trinidada. Ail this he will demand as the 
price of peace, of the name of peace, of a 
mere promise not to invade and conquer us; 
but, he will furtherdemand a compensation 
for withdrawing his troops from Hanover, dr 
lie will keep Hanover notwithstanding his 
peace wilh Great Britain ;»aud he most as¬ 
suredly will demand a formal renunciation of 
some of the maritime rights, which w$ have 
always heretofore contended for and main¬ 
tained, and which are essential to our exist¬ 
ence as an independant nation. Add, now, 
the question to be solved is, will Mr. Pitt 
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make Mich a peace ? Or, rather, will he pre¬ 
fer such a peace to the destruction ot his 
system of finance ? This is the question; a 
question, which, if Buonaparte continues to 
reign in France, and Mr. Pitt continues to 
be minister b England, will receive its 
dreadful solution.- .—After such a peace, 1 
we could not long retain, and bdeed we 
should not long wish to retain even the 
name of independence. We should most 
anxiously desire to become a province or a 
department; and in forgetting the name of 
our country, endeavour to forget the dis¬ 
grace thereunto attached. Yet there will 
be a cry for peace; and the minister uriU, 
especially When he reflects on the past, ea- 
lertab but lit tie apprehensions from the 
discontent that may be excited by the dis¬ 
gracefulness of the terms. The people will 
ask; indeed, they already ask, and not with¬ 
out reason, what is the object of this war ? 
Mr. Pitt told them, that U was “ to cir- 
“ cumscribe the domination, to repress the 
ambition, and to chastise the insolence of 
“ the First Consul of France.” Has any of 
this been done i or, are we in the way to do 
it ? Are we likely to accomplish this object 
by the means of any army of ballotted and 
small-bounty men, who receive pay for vo¬ 
luntary service, and who go on permanent 
duty for seven days in half a year ? Alas 1 it 
was all talk; des‘phrases,’ as the French em¬ 
phatically call it; all mere empty sound ! 
Instead of circumscribing the domination, 
repressing the ambition, and chastising the 
insolence of Buonapartd, the moment be 
threatens to attack us, we call on one ano¬ 
ther to fight for our ‘home* and our lives; 
we prepare to burn our houses, and the pro¬ 
duce of our harvest, lest they should fall into 
his hands; we fall to our prayers, and 
supplicate the Lord.to preserve us from 
being swallowed up quick, and that, tgo, 
by the very mao to repress whose ambition 
ft&d to chastise whose insolendte we brgpn 
the war ! 1 he people perceive all this f 
and ^if the postponement of the danger of 
bvasion gives them time to revolve the ■ 
matter in their minds, they will be very dpt, 
to think, that the war aught to be put an 
end.to, an opinion which they will not bes 
induced to forego by reflecting on their 
taxes and their loss of time. Will they not 
ask, is all this for Malta ? the Island of 
Malta f And, if not for Malta, what is it 
for f Had the war fieen carried on upon •> 
just principle, for a great, a defined, and 
rational object; or, were it now to be so 
carried on, and the means of the country 
wisely employed, the case would be d<?r. 
different. But, at present* ft is impoesi- 
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ble, (hpt the people should regard the' 
efforts and sacrifices which they so laud¬ 
ably make, as having any other object than 
that of defending the country against inva¬ 
sion ; and, according to the system of Mr. 
Pitt, this object will never cease to exist; 
for, if the French caq keep us in a state of 
. warfare without any other effort than that 
of encamping part of her armies upojt the 
, sea coast,and exercising a few of her soldiers 
in embarking and disembarking on board 
and from on board her flotillas; if she can, 
by the means of this mere sport, of which 
we may truly say, with the frogs in the fable, 
what k sport to her is death to us; if she 
can thus keep us in a continual state of 
alarm and expense, can it be believed, that 
she will not always have camps on the op¬ 
posite coast ? that she will not always have 
sporting flotillas, in peace as well as in war? 

-There seems then to be but ohe way 

of rescuing ourselves from this shameful, 
this truly shocking state; and that is, to co¬ 
operate, by means of both men and money , 
with such of the powers of the Continent as 
are willing, or may become willing to join 
us; but as Mr. Pitt’s finance schemes will 
swallow up at home every farthing of our 
money, at the same time that his small- 
bounty and permanent duty men will be of 
no use in a continental war, his system must 
be abandoned, or we must cease to exist, as * 
an independant people. 

Jamaica. —In the Register of the 17th 
of March last, p. 40s, allusion was made to 
a message from the Lieut. Gov. ot Jamaica 
to the House ot Assembly; and (he Gover¬ 
nor’s speech at proroguing the Assembly was 
inserted, p. 397. ‘ The message itself and 
the answer of the Assembly, both of which 
are of veryigreat public importance, and, 
indeed, most presiingly call tor (he attention 
of Parliament, will be found in the present 
sheet, p.771. They require to be read 
with care ; the arguments on both sides __ 
should be duly considered; and some way 
should be thought tor putting an end to 
the dispute, which has continued ever 
since the middle of the year la02, which 
was engendered by the imbecihy and inde¬ 
cision of tiie late ministry, and which will 
not, it is to be feared, be easily put an end 
to by their successors; tor, it * ill be per¬ 
ceived, ^hat the complaints of the Assembly 
tra^ (heir origin to the measures and regu¬ 
lations of Mr Pin and Mr. Dundas.-—The 
former part of the dispute will be found in 
the Register, Vol. If. p. 254,265, 313. and 
328,—Some lemaiksouthepoints it. dispute 
will be offered hereafter 1 ; but, Hie pi ©sent * 
occasion may serve fur mentioning a recent 
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transaction relative to (he expenses amending 
French Drisoners of war, which also loudly 
demancts the attention of Parliament. During 
the last session of the House of Assembly, 
the Governor called upon the Assembly fora 
sum of money (about 50,000/.) for the 
purpose of sending French prisoners of war, 
from St Domingo, off the island, stating, 
as the reason for this application, “ that the 
u Admiral's instructions restrain him from 
u hiring transports for that purpose.” The 
Assembly positively refuse to comply with 
this request, at the same time that they dis¬ 
cover a considerable degree of uneasiness at 
the prisoners of war remaining, though for 
a short time in the Island. There is by way 
of resolution, as follows: “ Resolved to send 
44 a message to his Honour the Lieut. Go- 
“ vernor, acquainting him, that, although 
4 ‘ there is great cause for apprehension and 
41 a!arm*in having a very large body of pri- 
44 toners in the island, yet the House cannot 
44 undertake for any part of the expense of 
44 sending prisoners of war off the Island ; 
44 and the House beg leave to request, that 
44 his Honour will use all means that may 
44 be in his power, for the speedy removal 
“ from the Island of all the prisoners of war 
44 now here.” „ This resolution was adopted 
on the 21st of December last, on which 
same day the House agreed to lay a poll-tax 
of 6s. 8 d. for the year 1801, upon a report 
of the Commissioners of accounts of the 
distressed state of the finances of the colony. 
These commissioners stated, that, having 
gone through the examination of such of 
the collecting constables as were considered 
under the order of the House; and, although 
several of them produced'arrearage-rolls of 
great amount (arising, in general, from the 
distress of their respective parishes), there 
are but few subject to censure, in respect to 
whom the Receiver General has been direct¬ 
ed to put their bonds in suit. The taxes 
proposed to be raised for the ensuing year, 
aided by the sums that may be recovered 
firom arrearages, scarcely afford a prospect of 
reducing the public debt outstanding upon 
interest, or even that part of it which carries 
eight per centum, in any other way than by 
raising a further sum at six per centum, if 
this should btf found practicable. The prin¬ 
cipal of the eight per centum debt is now 
jc. 166,000 and that at six per centum is 
.£.65,000.——'Tins is a picture by no m«ans 
flattering. Parliament will do weft to con¬ 
sider what may be the consequences, unless 
some effectual remedy be speedily applied. 

Volunteer Bill.— At the coYnmelice- 
raent of the fireseftt session of Parliament, 


the great object that every one had in view 
was, the improvement of our military force. 

To settle the volunteer establishment oti 
some permanent basis was a measure, which, 
it was thought, would admit of no delay. A 
bill for that purpose was brought in. After 
repeated and long discussions, both as to the 
general principle and the detail; after 
having been swelled to three times its origi¬ 
nal bulk; after having, in short, undergone 
a complete metamorphosis, it was sent from 
the Commonyto the Lords; whence, at the 
close of the seventh or eighth discussion, it 
was, with about thirty amendments on its 
head, returned to the House of Commons, 
where it now waits for a revision and, con¬ 
sidering the widely differing opinions enter¬ 
tained on (he subject, it canuol possibly be¬ 
come a law before a considerable further 
$ace of time will have elapsed. The vo¬ 
lunteers are, in the meai^ time, in a state of 
perfect uncertainty as to every regulation, ex¬ 
cept that which relafes to their right of re¬ 
signing at pleasure, a right which was de¬ 
termined by the court of King’s Bench, and 
one which a great many of them have al¬ 
ready availed themselves of.-That some 

law or other upon the subject is, however, 
become absolutely necessary fo define the 
rights of masters and servants or apprentices 
appears very evident from a transaction, 
which, according to a statement made by 
Mr. Whitbread, in the House of Commons, 
has taken place in Scotland. The statement 
is given, in the report of the parliamentary 
proceedings as follows : 44 Mr. Whitbread 
44 regretted the thin attendance of the House, 
44 as he had a particular case to communicate 
“ which related to the Lord Advocate of 
“ Scotland, and would be a very fit subject 
44 of parliamentary investigation.——The 
“ Speaker observAf^that the question was 
44 cither to agree or not to agree with the 
44 amendments now read. 

# 4 * Mr. Whitbread thought,that if pe- 
•“’nalties were to be admitted, it would be 
44 much better llie House should settle those 
44 penalties than to allow that, noble lord, or 
“ any other to act according to therr discre- 
“ tion. The case he had alluded to referred 
44 to a Mr. Morison, in the County of Bamf, 
44 who had dismissed a servant in consequence. 
44 of his%ecomivg a volunteer. The servant 
4 ‘ had applied to the Lord Advocate,who told 
“ him he could give Ijjm no redress. Buf 
44 at the same time, his lordship had written 
44 to the, deputy sheriff of the county, a let- 
44 ter, which was now on record, and of 
44 which he had a copy in his pocket, stating 
[ 44 t!ial Morison, in dismissing his servant, 
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r< had acted from seditious motives; that in 
“ the event of the French landing, he should 
“ be immediately imprisoned; to caution 
“ people of the county to have no connexion 
“ with him f and that should any of his pro- 
“ perty be destroyed, he should take 
“care that no indemnity should be givcii 
“ him.” -This is a sort of excom¬ 

munication. There remained only to 
give his carcase to the fowls of the air anti 
his soul to the devil.——But, there certainly 
must be some mistake in all this. Mr. 
Whitbread’s words must have been mis-re- 
ported ; or, perhaps, he may have been im¬ 
posed upon by some enemy of the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate. At any rate, it is to be hoped, that 
the letter will be published, in order that the 
public may be made fully acquainted with 
the truth of the matter.——For my part, 
my readers will recollect, that, from thfe 
moment any obligatory regulations, respect¬ 
ing the conduct ol masters towards such of 
their servants and apprentices as chose to 
become volunteers, were talked of,'I fore¬ 
boded the ill-blood and disturbance that 
would therefrom arise. It is a most delicate 
matter to touch upon; it involves the peace 
of families; it bears immediately upon those 
relationship between man and man, the 
uninterrupted existence of which is so ne¬ 
cessary to the harmony of society. It ap¬ 
pears to me, that masters ought to he at 
perfect liberty to give or refuse leave to 
their servants and apprentices to become vo¬ 
lunteers ; otherwise servants and appren¬ 
tices will no longer be obedient, and, indeed, 
they will not, in the true sense of the word, 
be servants and apprentices. Then, on the 
other hand, it will be of great injury to the 
servants and apprentices themselves; for, if 
the master is compelled to let them go into 
the volunteer corps, if he suffers thereby 
either loss or inconvenience, will he not find 
out some way or other of retaliating upon 
them ? There are so many ways, in which 
theic well-being does, and always must, de-* 
pena upon their master, that they must feel 
the effects of that resentment which will 
arise from a disobedience to his will; and, 
ia cases where they do not disobey his will, 
any c compulsory regulation is useless.—— 
What can be the cause of Mr. Pitt’s reluc¬ 
tance to bring forward his military plans. 

N*w Ministry.— Upon this subject 
several important remarks, which present 
thcmselver, must be postponed till the next 
iheet.—-It is rumoured, that Mr. Pitt still 
finds such difficulties in his way, that he is 
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dispose^ to give up his undertaking.'' This- - 
is, indeed, a mere rumour ; but, the very cir* 
cumstance that such an idea should get so far' 
as into a rumour augurs ill to the duration of’ 
tht new ministry. We are reminded, that 
when Mr. Pitt first came into power, similar 
rumours prevailed, anil to a much greater 
extent; nay, that it was then confidently 
asserted, that he woulc^ not hold his place 
a month. But, there is a great difference 
in the times and circumstances; there is a 
fearful d fference between the first and se¬ 
cond time of a man’s being minister, espe¬ 
cially when his first reign has been absolute 
for eighteen years. Let the place-hunters 
ponder this well in their minds. If my 
opinion will be of any use to them it is at 
their service, and it is this: that Mr. Pitt 
and his scions will get over the present sea¬ 
son so so; that they will live along through 
the warm weather ; that they will *be se¬ 
verely pinched in winter; and will expire 

under the general efforts of the spring.- 

Mr. Canning is really Treasurer of the 
Navy ! A place which the public may be 
assured that Mr. Tierney refused to keep 
under Mr. Pitt! 


TO THE PUBLIC. 

On Thursday, the 2Uh instant, an Infor¬ 
mation for a Libel, preferred against me by 
the Attorney-General, was tried, in the 
Court of King's Bench, before Lord Ellen- 
borough and a .Special Jury, who gave a ver¬ 
dict of G v 1 ltv. Very short and imperfect 
accounts of this trial have beer, given in the 
daily newspapers. In t.ietwo next Numbers 
of the Register the whole shall he given in a 
full, accurate, and impartial manner, notes 
having been taken for tne purpose by l he gen¬ 
tleman who conducts the P4 it l i A m t n t a*. r 
Debates. All the documents relating to^ 
the prosecution will be given in t ieir proper 
place, together with a statement of many 
facts, with which the public 3rc not ac¬ 
quainted, but of which it is now proper they 
should be fully informed. In the mean¬ 
time, my readers may rest assured, that, so 
long as it pleases God to preserve to me 
health of body and an unimpaired mind, no¬ 
thing sh^ll, for one hour, suspend flic exer¬ 
tions which 1 have hitherto made, and, I 
trust, not*wi'houl some success, in the ser¬ 
vice of my Sovereign and my country. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



COBBE'TFS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER- 

% 1 . ''■■■'■■ ■ * 

O. 22.] London, Saturday, 2d June, 1804. 


■*■—•■-■—— - 1 - in—^jmrnn—— 

THE TRIAL 

' OP 

Mr. COBBETT, 

For publishing, in the Weekly Political 
Register of the 5th of November and the 
10th of December, I $03, certain Libels 
upon the Earl of Hardwicke, Lord Lieute¬ 
nant of Ireland; Lord Redesdale, Lord 
High Chancellor of Ireland; Mr. Justice 
Osborne, one of the Judges of the Court 
of King’s Bench in Ireland; and Mr. 
Mar^den, Under Secretary of State in Ire¬ 
land. Tried in the Court of King’s Bench, 
at Westminster, on Thursday the 24th of 
May, 1804, before the Lord Chief Justice 
Ellenborough and a Special Jury. 

Counsel Por the Crown. The At¬ 
torney-General, the Solicitor-General,Mr. 
Erskine, Mr.tJatrow, Mr. Dallas, and Mr. 
Abbot. 

Counsel for the Defendant. Mr. 
Adam and Mr. Richardson. 

TIIE INFORMATION. 
fleas before our lord THE kIno at 

WESTMINSTER, OF EASTER TERM IN THE 
FORTY-FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF 
OUR SOVEREIGN LORD GEORGE THE THIRD, 
BY THE GBACE OF GOD OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRE¬ 
LAND, KING, DEFENDER O* THE FAITH.— 
AMONGST THE FLEAS OF THE KING.- 

ROLL. 

.Middlesex. A Be it remembered that 
Amongst the in - V the Honourable Spencer , 
formations qf > Perceval, Attorney Get 
last Term. ( neial of our present So- 
Ko. J vereign Liyd the King, 

Who for our said Lord the King in this be¬ 
half prosecuted in his proper person, came 
here into the Court of our said Lord the 
King before the King himself at Westmin¬ 
ster, on Monday next after the Octave of 
Saint Hilary last past; and, for our said 
Lord the King, brought into the csurt of 
our said Lord the King before the King 
himself then there, a certain information 
against William Cobbett, late of West¬ 
minster, in thejpounty of Middlesex, gen¬ 
tleman, which said information follnweth 
in these words, (that it is to say) Middle- 
Vol, V. 


sex (to wit) Be it remembered, that the 
Honourable Spdncer Perceval, Attorney 
General ©four present Sovereign Lord the 
King, who for our said Lord the King 
*in this behalf prosecuteth, in his proper 
person, cometh here into the Court of our 
said Lord‘the King before the King,him- 
•elf at Westminster, on Monday next 
after the Octave of Saint Hilary in this 
same term, and for our said Lord the King 
gireth tfie court here to understand and 
be informed t 

1st Count.-— —That William Cobbett, 
late of Westminster, in the county of 
Middlesex, gentleman, being a malicious 
and ill-disposed perfjpn, and unlawfully and 
maliciously devising and intending to move 
and incite the liege subjects of our said Lord 
the King to hatred and dislike of our said 
Lard the Kings administration qf the govern¬ 
ment qf this kingdom, and to insinuate and 
cause it to be believed thtu the people of that 
pari qf the United Kingdom qf Great Britain 
and Ireland, called Ireland, were oppressed, 
aggrieved, and injured by our said Lord the 
King’s government qf the said part qf the said 
United Kingdom, and to traduce, defame, 
and vilify the persons employed by our 
said Lord the King in the administration 
of the government of the said part of the 
•aid United Kingdom, and especially the 
right honourable ( Philip, Earl of Hard¬ 
wicke, our said Lord the King's Lieuten¬ 
ant General, and Governor General of 
the said part of the said United Kingdom, 
and the Right Honourable John, Lord 
Redesdale, our ibid Lord the King’s lord 
.Chancellor and Keeper of the Great Seal, 
and one of his most Honourable Privy 
Council, of and for the said part of the 
said United Kingdom, on the fifth day of 
November, in the forty-fourth year of the 
reifjn of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, by the Grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, at. West¬ 
minster, in the county oflVIiddlesex, un- 
lawthtly and maliciously did print and 
publish, and cause and procure to be 
printed and published » certain scandalous 
and malicious libel in the form of a letter, 
intitled, Affairs of Ireland, containing 
therein divers scandalous' and malicious 
matters and things of and concerning the 
said part of the said United Kingdom, and 
the people thereof, and our said Lord the 
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King’s government thereof; and also, of 
and concerning the said Philip, Earl of. 
Hardwicke, being such Lieutenant and 
Governor as aforesaid, and the said John, 
Lord Bedeadale, so .beingsuch Chancillor 
and Privy Councellor as aforesaid, and 
, also of and concerning Alexander Mars- 
den, Esquire, then and there being one of 
the Under-secretaries in the Office of tl^e 
Chief Secretary of the said Philip, Earl 01 
liardvvicke, so being such Lieutenant and 
Governor as aforesaid, (that is to say) in 
one part thereof, according to the tenor 
and effect following, (that is to say,) 

« Sm j-‘ Equo m credite Teucri was 
« the advice which, in a dangerous mo- 
“ roent, Laocoon gave to the Trojans. It 
“ will be remembered that the equus, 
•• against which that sagacious adviser 
" cautioned his countrymen, was a wooden 
" one. Hie countrymen did not regard 
•* Laocoon. They received the wooden 
" representative of wisdom. They ap- 
proached it as if it possessed authority 
«< and power. Its wooden head towered 
•< above their houses. But, though the 
*» machine itself was innoxious wood, the 
« credulous Trojans found its hollow head 
" and exalted sides were nothing leas than 
«* receptacles for greedy peculators and 
blood-thirsty assassins. The ingenious 
*• author of the story did not mean to con- 
“ fine the lesson, which it inculcates, to 
•• the tale of Troy alone. He meant to 
*» take advantage of that easy metapbo- 
“ rical expression, which by the common 
“ assent of mankind, hVis moulded itself 
“ into most languages, and by which a 
•• certain species of head (which the mo- 
'< derns, by various moral experiments, 
“ have ascertained to be «'i non-conductor 
“ of ideas) has been denominated a wooden. 
“ head. He meant to caution future na- 
*' tiom not to put trust or confidertte in the 
“ apparent innocence of any such wooden 
“ instrument; and not to suffer themselves 
“ to be led to exalt it into consequence, 
“ or to pay it any respect. He meant to 
“ tell them that any people, who sub- 
“ milted to be governed by a wooden head, 
“ would not find their security in its sup- 
“ posed in noxiousness, as its hollowness 
" would soon bC occupied by instruments 
“ of mischief.- When I found. Sir, this 
“ portion of the kingdom (meaning the 
“ said part of the said United. Kingdom) 
“ overwhelmed-by such consequences to 
“ onr property as the rapacity of 'Mr. 
“ Marsden (meaning the said Alexander 
*' Marsden) and his friends, and such con- 
“ sequences to our lives as the pikes of 
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“ Mr. Emmett and his friends have lately 
" produced : when 1 could trace all these 
“ evils as the inevitable issue from the 
“ head and body of such a government 
“ as that of Lord Hardwicke, (meaning 
•the said Philip, Earl of, Hardwicke) and I 
'■ am told of his innoxiousness and hisfirm- 
“ ness, 1 still reply the story of the wooden 
“ horse, and fc 1 shall still, notwithstanding 
“ the fate of Laocoon, raise my voice to 
“ my countrymen, and cry, Equone credite 
•• Teucri. Not, Sir, that I would be under- 
“ stood literally. I do not mean to as- 
“ sert that the head of my Lord Hard- 
« wicke (meaning the said Philip, Earl of 
Hardwicke) is absolutely built ol timber. 

“ My application, like that of the original 
“ ruthor of the talc, is only metaphorical. 
“Yet, at the same time, I cannot avoid 
“ suspecting, that if the head ol hit Ex* 
“cellency (meaning the said Philip, Earl 
of Hardwicke), were submitted to the ana- 
•' lysis of any such investigator of nature 
“ as Lavoisier, it would be found to con* 

“ tain a superabundant portion of particles 
“ of a very ligneous tendency. This, Sir, 

“ is the Lord Hardwicke of Doctor Ad- 
“ dington, against whose government' not 
«* a murmur of complaint has been heard.’ 

•• .- while our property has been subject , 

“ to the plunder of his clerks, and our 
“ persons have been exposed to pikes of 
“ the rebels. Still, however, the inno- 
“ cence of Lord Hardwicke (meaning the 
said Philip, Earl of Hardwicke), as to any 
“ intention of mischief, is held forth. But 
“I reply in the words of Mr. Burke: 

“ * they who truly mean well must be 
“ * fearful of acting ill. Delusive good 
“ • intention is ho excuse for presumption.’ 

“ And I may add, in my own words, that 
“ the government of a harmless man is 
“ not, therefore, a harml ‘ as,government.” 
And in another part thereof according to 
the tenor and effect following (that is to 
say) : “ Inquiry and ’research are the 

“ duty and resource of the ignorant, and 
“therefore I did inquire. The result of 
“ no small attention bestowed in this pur- 
« suit wa3, that 1 discovered of our Vice- 
“ toy (meaning the said Philip, Earl of 
Hardwicke) that he was in rank an earl; 
•' in manners a gentleman ; in morals a 
<< goo;/ father and a kind husband ; and 
'< that he had a good library in St. James’s 
“ Square. Here I should have been 
“ for ever stopped, if 1 had not, by ac- 
«cident, met with one Mr. Lindsay 
“ a Scotch parson, since ’become (and I 
« am lure It must be by Divine Providence, 
“ for it would be impossible to account 
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“ for, it by secondary catties) Bishop of 
" Killalon in Ireland.——From this Mr. 
" Lindsay, I further learned that, my 
“ lord Hardwicke (meaning the said 
» Philip, Earl of Hardwicke) was cele- 
" brated for understanding the modertf 
" method of fattening sheep as well 
"as any man. in Cambridgeshire.” 
And in another part thereof, according 
to the tenor and effect following (that 
is to say): " While I have been writ- 
" ing. Sir, a map of the West Indies 
u happened to hang before roe. My eyes 
" wandered, I know not why, upon it, and 
" fixed upon one of those little islands, 
" which have been lately, by the British 
" troops, redeemed from the capitulation of 
" Lord Cornwallis at Ainiens. Give me 
“ leave to suppose, that, in the course of a* 
u fed years, one of those little islands should 
" become highly cultivated, and that a 
" considerable portion of British property 
" became vested in its land, and in its 
*' trade. Suppose, that, by some unfor- 
" tunate combination of evwits, this little 
" island should be deeply shaken by in- 
" surrection ^rithin, and should be loudly 
*• menaced.by invasion from without. Sup- 
" pose a powerful fleet of the enemies of 
, •' the British name lay to windward, ready 
" filled with troops for landing, while a 
« desperate band of ruffians were secretly 
« arming in its bosom, ready to aid that 
" landing, of a foreign enemy. Suppose, 
** in this distress, a committee of West-In- 
" dia proprietors, whose money had been 
<< vested in this little island, should apply 
" to the Doctor Addington for assistance : 
» and suppose he were to rise up and de- 
•• sire them to quit their apprehensions, for 
" that he had entrusted the care of their is- 
«» land to a very eminent sheep feeder from 
« Cambridgeshire, who was to be assisted 
" in all his counsels by a very aWe and 
"strong-built chancery pleader from Lin* 
«* coin’s inn. Give me leave to ask you. Sir, 
" who know the city much better than I can 
« pretend to do, what woulif a sugar com- 
mittee, issuing from one of their coffee- 
<" houses, say to such an answer from a 
" British foinister f Why, Sir, the walls of 
" St.Stephen’s,andthechambersin Down- 
" ing Street, would be made to ring with 
" their vociferous reproaches’ Agd yet, 
" Sir, to this situation is that pbrtion of the 
« United Kingdom (meaning the said part 
" of the said United Kingdom) reduced ; 
*• on the strength and vigour ef which, at 
“ this moment/riot only its own safety, but, 
<< as I have in my former letter stated, the 
* safety of the British empire, and, con* 
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« sequently, I may assume, the safety of 
" Europe does entirely depend. Against 
" the truth of the description I have given 
" of its rulers, I may challenge the roost 
" daring supporter of the present govern- 
" ment to produce me one single act in 
" the lives of either of those truly great 
" charactersof the Doctor (meaning the said 
Philip, Eerl of Hardwicke, and John, Lord 
Redesdmle), which can entitle them to claim 
" one particle of trust or confidence from 
" the public, beyond the bounds and limits 
M within which I have encircled their ex- 
" ploits. On the chancery pleader, (mean¬ 
ing the said John,* Lord Kedesdale) per- 
" naps I may have laid too great a stress; 
" he is not of the first consequence, though, 
“ in a future letter 1 may, perhaps, point 
" out to you the mischiefs which the inter- 
■' meddling of such ajnan in matters out of 
" the course of his practice may occasion. 
" But, with resp%ct to Lord Hardwicke, 
(meaning the said Philip, Earl of Hard¬ 
wicke) it may be replied, that my chal- 
" lenge is unfair, because it is impossible 
“ to justify his having been appointed to 
" the government of Ireland by any in- 
" stances of former political ability, as the 
" acceptance of his present office was his 
" first political essay. What! Is he one. 
" of the tribe of the Hobarts, Westmore- 
" lands, and Camdens? Is he one of that 
" tribe, who have been sent over to us to be 
" trained up here in politicians, a3 they train 
" the surgeon’s apprentices in the hospitals, 
" by setting them at first to bleed the pau* 
" per patients ? H this a time for a con- 
" tinuation of such wanton experiments ? 
" The gift of Lord Hardwicke to us, 
(meaning thereby, the appointment of the 
said Philip, Earbof Hardwicke, to the said 
.place and office of Lieutenant General and 
Governor General of the said part of the 
said United Kingdom,) at such a period, 
" cannot be compared to any thing else 
“ than the prank of Falstaff upon Prince 
" Ijal at the battle of Shrewsbury, when 
" the knight handed over his pistol to the 
*•' Prince. For, indeed, Sir, by the pre- 
** sent to usof Lord Hardwicke (meaning the 
aforesaid appointment of the said'Philip, 
Earlvf Hardwicke,) tbatsentence has been 
" proved to us in a bloody truth, which 
" Falstaff said in a good humoured 'jest, 
" * here’s what wifi sack a cify’.”-—To the 
great scandal and disgrace of the said 
Philip, Earl of Hardwicke,-and John, Lord 
Kedesdale. In contempt of our said Lord 
the King and his laws, to the evil example 
of all others in the like case offending, and 
against the peace of our said Lord the King, 
his crown {tnd dignity. 
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2d Count. —And tbe said Attorney- 
General of our said Lord tbe King> for our. 
said Lord tbe King, farther giveth the Court 
here to understand and be informed, that 
the said William Cob^ett, so being such 
person as aforesaid, and again unlawfully 
and maliciously devising and intending as 
aforesaid, and also further unlawfully and 
maliciously devising and intending to tra¬ 
duce, defame, and vilify the Honourable 
Charles Osborne, then and there being 
one of the Justices of our said Lord the 
King, assigned to hold the pleas in-the 
Court of our said Lord the King, before the 
King himself in Ireland aforesaid; after¬ 
wards, to wit, on the tenth day of Decem¬ 
ber, in the forty-fourth year of the reign 
of our said Sovereign Lord the King at 
Westminster, in the county of Middlesex, 
unlawfully and maliciously did print and 
publish, and cause anil procure to be print¬ 
ed and published, a certain other scan¬ 
dalous and malicious libel, in the form of a 
letter, iniitled, Altairs of Ireland, in some 
parts of which said last-mentioned libel 
were and are contained divers scandalous, 
malicious, and seditious matters and things, 
of and concerning the said part of the said 
United Kingdom, and the persons em¬ 
ployed by our said Lord the King, in 
the administration of the government of 
the said part of the said United Kingdom, 
and of and concerning the said Charles 
Osborne, so being such Justice as afore¬ 
said, and tbe said Alexander Marsden, so 
being such Undersecretary as aforesaid, 
(that is to say) inone patt thereof, accord¬ 
ing to the tenor and effect following, .(that 
is to say): " What 1 have now to touch 
" upon must be done with a delicate hand. 
" I will confine myself to a bare narrative 
*' of facts, and will not presume to give any 
" opinion. As soon as the government had 
" fully recovered its recollection, 1 a com- 
" nnssion directed to five of the judges, 
*' issued for the trial of those rebels who 
" had been arrested for treason committed 
" in the county and city of Dublin. This 
".commission having issued, while the 
"judges were on circuit, was filled up (and 
“ very properly filled up) with the names 
" of the five senior of those judges who 
" were then on tbe circuits, which were 
" likely to terminate at the earliest period 
" of time. Sqcb was the reason given by 
" government for the particular selection 
" of the judges named in that commission, 

" and it certainly was a good reason. ' In 
" some time after this commission bad been 
" sitting, it became necessary to issue a 
" new commission for the trial of rebels 
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“ in the shires of Antrim and of Down, 
" in the appointment of this second com- 
" mission, the principle which directed the 
" selection in tbe first wss not adhered to. 
" On the contrary, the junior judge of the 
m twelve (meaning the, said Charles Os¬ 
borne), was very anxiously called out, and 
" placed in this new commission, over the 
" heads of a humber of his seniors. This, 
" however, could not, and ought not to have 
" given offence to any of those senior 
"judges, because, whatever opinion of 
“ them the government (meaning the, per¬ 
sons employed by our said Lord the King 
in the administration of the government of 
the said part of the said United Kingdom) 
" may have manifested in such an ap- 
" pointment, tbe opinion of the present 
government (meaning the persons em¬ 
ployed by our said Lord the King in tbe 
administration of the government of the 
said part of the said United Kingdom) 
" upon such a subject (known to be in- 
“ fluenced by motives very different from 
" general justice) is too contemptible to 
“ have the slightest effect upon any of those 
“ learned judges in the public mind. The 
" circumstance, therefore, was,not at first 
" attended to. There is published in this 
“ city a newspaper called the Dublin Joar- 
" nal. It is, in general, conducted with 
" good sense, loyalty, and a regard to truth; 
" but, in particular deviations, it is known 
" to be under the control and immediate 
" direction of government (meaning the 
persons employed by our said Lord the 
King in the administration of the govern¬ 
ment of the said paVt of the said United 
Kingdom). In that paper of tbe 10th of 
" October last,* a publication appeared, 
" which purported to be a charge given 
" by the junior judge above alluded to, 
" to the grand jury of t^e county of 
" Antrim. In this place I beg now to de- 
v '.clare, that I am far from attempting to 
" assert, that the learned judge did pro- 
" nounce any such charge, and when I 
" speak of hi* charge, I request you will 
" understand I mean only the newspaper 
" publication above mentioned. In the 
" newspaper publication, the learned judge 
"is made to tell the grand jury, that 
" * through the well-timed efforts and stre- 
" • nuous exTertions of a wise and energetic 
“ ‘ government, &c. the progress of such 
" * crimes as lately disgraced this country 
“ * had been effectually checked/ If the 
" learned justice did make any suchasser- 
" tion, (which 1 am for frttm supposing) 
" with * what amazement tbe grand jury 
“ must hare received such * broadside* 


COBBEITS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 



809 ] JUKE 

•• poured upon the troth of the fact, I cannot, 
*• as I was not present, know; but I can 
" very well imagine what the feelings of 
" twenty-three well informed gentlemen 
" must hare been. Their respect, and a tho- 
“ rough knowledge oftheirduty, would ne- 

“ cessarily keep them silent/'-And in 

another part thereof, according to the tenor 
and effect following (that is tosajr): “ But, 
“ Sir, suggestion does not stop here. Men 
“ ask, how could (if the learned justice did 
“ make any such assertion) the learned 
“ justice be led to gire credit to a position 
“ which contradicts the evidence of the 
“ sensei of every man in the kingdom, who 
" was present at, or knew any thing of the 
“ transaction? How could a learned judge 
" be supposed to assert that which no man 
“ in the kingdom would assert, unless he 
" had s<fme reasons of the same nature as 
“ those which prevailed on Mr. Marsden's 
“ attorney general, on the trials for high 
“ treason, to assert something of the same 
“ kind ? Men, Sir, couple the extraordinary 
“ selection of the learned justice (meaning 
the said Charles Osborne) from amongst 
" his fellows, with the extraordinary asser- 
“ lion attributed to him in a government 
“ newspaper, and they ask, if he made that 
“ assertion, where did he get his intorma- 
" tion ? Was he ever in Mr. Marsden's 
(meaning the said Alexander Marsden's) 
“ audience-room since the night of the 
“23d of July? What passed there ? What 
“ were the pre-disposing causes which in- 
" duced government to select particularly 
“ that learned justice ? (meaning the said 
Charles Osborne). Cbuld government 
“ have foreseen (and if so, by what faculty) 
" that the learned justice would have given 
“ an instruction to the grand jury, so very 
“ useful and sc very .grateful to the govern- 
“ ment? What tyght telescope could have 
“ been applied to the eye of Mr. Marsdeu 
(meaning the said Alexander Marsden), 
“ which, through the dark womb of things 
« unborn, could have enabled him to per- 
“ ceive through this little future star of 
“ praise, springing from the creative lips df 
** the learned justice ? Here, Sir, decorum 
" towards ytfU and towards the public, in- 
•' duces me to be silent as to other, and, 
* perhaps, stronger observations.^ But I 
" may, I believe, add what men also jay, 
»' that if H were possible the ermhied robe 
** of the most awful attribute of his Majesty 
" should have been wrapped round the acts 
“ of Mr. Marsden (meaning the said Alex¬ 
ander Marsden), In order to screen them 
" from public disgrace, we might then look 
" for another, but not leu fatal end to our. 
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" libertiesand to oar eoastitation, than that 
f * which rebellion or invasion could pro- 
" duce. And in truth, they say, that ex- 
“ cept as to momentary effects, rebellion 
" and invasion might be viewed with in- 
*■' difference, if it can be supposed that 
“ the stained hands of a petty clerk bad 
" been washed in the very fountain of 
“ justice.'*-——And in other parte of which 
said last-mentioned libel, were and are 
contained divers scandalous and malicious 
matters and things, of and concerning the 
said John, Lord Redesdale, and the con¬ 
duct of the said John, Lord Redesdale, as 
such Chancellor and Privy Counsellor as 
aforesaid, by way of antithesis and con¬ 
trast between the conduct, which in and 
by the said last-mentioned libel it is insi¬ 
nuated that the said John, Lord Redes- 
daie, as such Chancellor and Privy Coun¬ 
sellor as aforesaid, had Adopted and pur¬ 
sued,’and the conduct which in and by 
the said last mentioned libel it is asserted, 
that the late- Right Honourable Lloyd, 
Lord Kenyon, now deceased, would have 
adopted and pursued, (that is to say) in 
one part thereof, a< cording to the tenor 
and effect following, (that is to say:) “ In- 
“ stead of calling him (meaning the said 
late Lloyd, Lord Kenyon) to the high 
" station which he so ably Riled, had it 
" pleased his Majesty to bless the western 
“ neighbours of Cambricus (meaning the 
people of the said part of the said United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
called Ireland) who certainly owe the 
" honest and warm-hearted principality 
(meaning the principality of Wales) no ill 
will) with Lord Kenyon (meaning the 
said late Lloyd, Lord Kenyon) for their 
“ Chancellor; I can^ very well conceive 
" what Lord Kenyon (meaning the said 
late Lloyd, Lord Kenyon) in Buch a si- 
“ matron. Would have done, and also, 
*'*what he would not have done. From a 
“ rare modesty of n-uure, or from a rare 
“ precision of self-knowledge. Lord Ken- 
“ yon would have acted with reserve and 
" circumspection, on his arrival in a coun- 
“ try, with the moral qualities of the in- 
“ ‘tibitants of whch, and with tlicir’per- 
“ sons, manners, and individual characters 
“ and connections, he must have been ut- 
“ terly unacquainted. Ii^such a country, 
" torn with dome.stic*sedition agd treason, 
“ threatened with foreign invasion, .and 
" acting, since the union, under an un- 
" tried* constitution, if Dot tor Addington 
“ had required that. Lord Kenyon should 
*• direct a Cambridgeshire Earl (meaning 
the said Philip, Earl of Hardwicke) * in 
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•* • all his councils/ Lord Ktenyon would 
•• as soon, at the desire of Lord St. Vincent, 
" hare undertaken to pilot a line of battle 
« ship through the Needles. Particularly, 
« the,integrity of Lord Kenyon would 
" have shrunk from such an undertaking? 
,r if a condition had been added to it, that 
" no one nobleman or gentleman who pos- 
*' sessed any rank, estate, or connection in 
»' the country, should upon any account 
« be consulted (meaning and insinuating 
thereby, and intending to cause it to be 
believed, that he the said John, Lord Re* 
desdale, as such Chancellor and Privy 
Counsellor as aforesaid, had undertaken to 
direct the said Philip, Earl of Hardwicke, 
in all his councils As such Lieutenant and 
Governor ns aforesaid, in the government 
of the said part of the said United Kintf- 
dom, with a condition that no one noble- 
manor gentleman \vho possessed any rank, 
estate, or connection In the said pdrt of 
the said United Kingdom, should be con¬ 
sulted as to the government thereof). His 
“ pride would have spumed at the under- 
“ taking, if he were told, that to the Cam- 
“ bridgeshire Ear] (meaning the said Phi¬ 
lip,. Earl of Hardwicke) and himself, in 
the cares of government, a clerk in the 
** secretary’s office, and a couple of la\y- 
“ yers without political habits, political 
« information, or honourable connection, 
" were to be joined as assessors, and to 
•• be the only assessors. And Lord Ken- 
« yon’s pride and integrity would have 
“ both joined in preventing him from 
“ being, himself, instrument of intro- 
*' ducing such men into a cabinet of 
*• government (meaning and insinuating 
thereby, and intending to cause it to be 
believed, that the sai.d John, Lord Redes- 
dale, as such Chancellor and Privy Coun¬ 
sellor as aforesaid, hail been the instru¬ 
ment of introducing a clerk*into the se¬ 
cretary’s office, and a couple of lawyers* 
without political habits, political informa¬ 
tion, or henouiab’e connection, in^o the 
cabinet of the government of the said part 
ofthe said United Kingdom). “ If any one 
" man could be found, of whom a young 
" bu\ unhappy victim of thejustly offended 
" laws of his country, had, in the moment 
of his conviction and sentence, uttered 
“ the following apostrophe—‘ That viper! 
" ‘ whom |ny father flourished! He it was 
** * from whose lips 1 first imbibed those 
" * principles and doctrines, which now, by 
" ‘ their effects, drag me to my grave ; and 
‘ he it is who is now brought forward* as 
•• * my prosecutor, and who, by an unheard 
<< * o| exercise of the prerogative, has wan- 
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" * tonfy lashed, with a speech to evidence, 
“ «the dying son of his former friend, when 
“ * that dying son had produced no evi- 
" * dence, had made no defence, but, on the 
**' contrary, had acknowledged the charge, 
“ ' and had submittqd to his fate/ Lord 
" Kenyon would have turned with horror 
“ from such a scene,, in which, although 
" guilt wis in one part to be punished, yet 
** in the whole drama, justice was con* 
" founded, humanity outraged, and loyalty 
“ insulted. Of Lord Kenyon, therefore, 
“ (Cambricus must well know) it never 
" could have been believed, that he him- 
“ self would lead such acharacter forward, 
" introduce him to the favour of a de- 
“ ceived Sovereign, clothe him in the 
“ robes, and load him with the emolu- 
“ ments of office. Lord Kenyon must have 
'* known, that a noble Dube foi* having 
“ toasted at a drunken club, in a common 
“ tavern, to a noisy rabble, ‘ the sove- 
“ * reignty of the people/ was struck, by 
" his Majesty’s command, out of the Privy 
" Council,* and deprived of all his offices 
" both civil and military. If, therefore, 
“ any man were to be found, who, not at 
" a drunken club, or to alnyiwiing rabble, 
“ but in a grave and high assembly ; not 
“ in the character of an inebriated toast- 
“ master, but in that of a sober constitu- 
“ tional lawyer, had insisted on the sove- 
“ reignty of the people as a first principle 
" of the English law, and had declared, 
“ that by law an appeal lay from the de- 
" cision of the tellers of the houses of Par- 
" liament, to that of the * tellers of the na- 
“ ' tion and, th%t if a particular law were 
" disagreeable to the people, however it 
might have been enacted, with all royal 
“ ana parliamentary solemnity, nevertne- 
‘" less, it was not binding, and the people 
“ by the general law, we^e exempted from 
“ obedience to such a particular law, be- 
“ cause the people were the supreme and 
*' ultimate judges of *what was for their 
“ own benefit.” Lord Kenyon (meaning 
the said Lloyd, Lord Kenyon), “ if he had 
* been Chancellor in any kingdom in Eu- 
" rope, would have shrunk from recom- 
" mending any such man to Jhe favour of 
** a monarch, while there yet remained a 
" shadow of monarchy visible in the 
“ world” (meaning and insinuating there-, 
by* and‘intending to cause it to be be- 
Ijeved, that the said John, Lord Redesdale, 
as such Chancellor and Privy Counsellor 
as aforesaid, bad recommended a base and 
disloyal man to the favofir of our Baid Lord 

the King).-And inauotherpart thereof, 

according to the tenor and effect follow- 
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ing, (that is to say): " It was said 6f Lord 
" Kenyan that he loved money. If so, he 
" loved his own money only, and not the 
“ money of any other man. Lord Ken- 
“ yon, therefore, as Chancellor, never 
“ would have made gpy rule or order, by 
" the effects of which the secretary of a 
** Master of the Rolls would he deprived of 
” all fees, for the purpose of throwing all 
M those fees into the hands of the secretary^ 
" to the Chancellor, the better to enable that 
“ secretary to discharge the pensionof some 
" unknown annuitant on hisofEcial profits,” 
(meaning and insinuating thereby, and in¬ 
tending to cause to be believed, thatthesaid 
John,Lord Red sad ale, assuchChancelloras 
aforesaid, had wickedly anddorruptly made 
on order, by which the secretary of the 
Master of the Rolls of the said part of the 
said United Kingdom would be deprived of 
his fees, for tbe purpose of throwing the 
same fees into the hands of the secretary of 
himself the said Lord Redesdale, to enable 
his said secretary to discharge the pension 
of some person receiving an annuity out of 
the official profits of Jus said secretary). 

--And in another part thereof, accord¬ 
ing to the tenor*and effect following, (that 
is to say) : “ The professional pride and 
the inborn honour of Lord Kenyon (mean¬ 
ing the late Lloyd, Lord Kenyon), would 
" never have suffered him to enter into a 
v combination to sap, by underhand means, 
“ the independence> of his brethren the 
«' judges, (meaning and insinuating there¬ 
by, and intending to cause to be believed, 
that the said John, Lord Redesdale. as 
such Chancellor as aforeSaid, had entered 
into a combination to sap, by underhand 
means, the independence of 4hc judges of 
the said United Kingdom)! ‘*He never 
c * would have suffered the great seal m his 
“ hands* to be ysed for the purpose of 
“ garbling the bench, in order to gratify 
“ those who might be contented publicly 
"to eulogise that government, which pri- 
" vatcly they must have despised,” (mean¬ 
ing and insinuating thereby, find intend¬ 
ing to cause it to be believed, that the said 
John, Lord Redesdale, as such Chan¬ 
cellor as aforesaid, had suffered the 
great seal of the said pait of the said 
United Kingdom to be used for the pur¬ 
pose of garbling the bench of fudges of 
tbe said part of the said United Kingdom, 
in order to gratify those who would pub¬ 
licly eulogise the government of the said 
part of the said United Kingdom, which 
they must have pftvately despised). “ Nor 
" would he have employed any of his lei- 
** sure in searching into offices for prac- 
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" tices, by which he might harrassthe do* 
u mestic arrangements 6f others, whose 
" pride and whose integrity would not 
M bend to his views, and thus double the 
" vigour of his attack by practising on the 
V hopes of some, and endeavouring to 
" work upon the fears of' others,” (mean¬ 
ing and insinuating thereby, and intending 
to cause to be believed, that the said John, 
Lord Redesdale, had searched into offices 
for practices,,hy which he might harrass 
the domestic arrangements of other per¬ 
sons, whose pride and integrity would no! 
bend to his views), to the great scandal and 
disgrace of the said Philip, Earl ofllard- 
vvicke, John, Lord Redesdale, and Charles 
Osborne. In contempt of our said Lord the 
King and his laws, to the evil example of all 
others in the like case offending,and against 
the peace of our said Lord the King, his 
crt>wn and dignity. • 

3d*Count.- And the said Attorney 

General of our said Lord the King, for our 
said Lord the King, further giveth the Court 
here to understand and lie informed, that 
the said William Cobbett, so being such 
person as aforesaid, and again unlawfully, 
maliciously, and seditiously devising and 
intending to move arid incite the liege 
subjects of our said Lord the King to hatred 
and dislike of our said Lord the King’s ad¬ 
ministration of the government of the said 
part of the said United Kingdom, and also, 
unlawfully and maliciously devising and 
intending to traduce, defame, vilify, and 
bring into public hatred and contempt the 
said Philip Earl of HnrJwicke, so being our 
said Lord the King’s Lieutenant General 
and Governor General of the said part of 
the said .United Kingdom, afterwards to 
wit, on the fifth diyi of November, in the 
forty-fourth year of Vie. reign ot our said 
Lord the Km/, at Westminster, in the 
county oi Middlesex, unlawfully and ma- 
JKc bus did print and publish, and cause and 
procure to be priu'ed and published, a 
certain other scandalous and malicious 
libel, containing therein divers scandalous 
and malicious matters and things of and 
concerning the said part of the said United 
Kingdom and the people thereof, and also 
of and innccriiing the said Philip, Earl ol 
liardwickc, so being such Lit ntenant ami 
Governor as aforesaid, that is to say, in 
one part thereof, acS/.irdmg lr^ the tenor 
and effect following : (that is to say) " Sir, 
•• Eijuo ne credit* Tcveri, ivjs the advice 
" which, in a danrmous moment, Laocoon 
“ gave to the Trojans. It will be rcincm- 
“ bered, that the t<juus against which that 
“ sagacious adviser cautioned his country- 
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*' men was a wooden one. His country* 
*• men did not regard Laocoon. They re* 
“ ceived the wooden representative ot'wis- 
“ dom. They approhched it as if it pos- 
" sessed authority and power. Its wooden 
" head towered above their houses ; but, 
" though the machine itself was innoxious 
"wood, the credulous Trojans found its 
«* hollow head and exalted sides were no* 
" thing less than the receptacles for greedy 
“ peculators and blood-thirsty assassins. 
«* The ingenious author of the story did 
“ not mean to confine the lesson which it 
" inculcates to the tale of Troy alone. He 
“ meant to take advantage of that easy 
" metaphorical expression, which by the 
" common assent of mankind has moulded 
itself into most languages, and by which 
" a certain species ot head (which the me* 
** derns, by various moral experiments, 
** have ascertained^ be a non-conductof of 
" ideas) has been denominated a wooden 
" head. He meant to caution future nations 
" not to put trust or confidence in the ap* 
" parent innocence of any such wooden 
" instrument, and not to suffer themselves 
" to be led to exalt it into consequence, or 
" to pay to it any respect. He meant to 
"tell them, that any people who submitted 
" to be governed by a wooden head, would 
" not find their security in its supposed in* 
" noxiousness, as its hollowness would soon 
" be occupied by instruments of mischief. 
" When 1 found. Sir, this portion of the 
" kingdom (meaning the said part of the 
said United Kingdom) overwhelmed by 
" such consequenceslo our property as the 
" rapacity of Mr. Marsden and his friends, 
" and such consequences to our lives as the 
" pikes of Mr. Emmett and ^is friends 
*< have lately produced; when I could 
" trace all these evils as the inevitable 
" issue from the head and body of sucli a 
" government as that of Lord'Hardwicke 
(meaning the said Philip, Earl of Hard¬ 
wire)," and I am told of bis innoxious* 
" ness and his firmness, I still reply the 
" story of the wooden horse, and t shall 
" still, notwithstanding thefate of Laocoon, 
" raise my voice to my countrymen and 
" crV, Equo ne credite Ttucri. Not, Sir, 
•• that I would be understood literally, 1 do 
" not mean to assert, that the head of my 
" Lord Ilardwicke (meaning the said Phi¬ 
lip, Earl of flardwicke) is absolutely 
" built of’Yimber. My application, like 
" that of the jorifilial authoi of the tale, is 
" oniy metaphorical; yet, at the same 
" rime, I cannot avoid suspettinu, that if 
"the head of his Excellenfcy (meaning 
the said Philip, Earl of Hardwicke) were 


" submitted to the analysis of Sony such in- 
" vestigator of nature as Lavoisier, it would 
“ be found to contain a superabundant por- 
“ tion of particles of a very ligneous ten- 
" dency. This. Sir, is the Lord Hard- 
" wicke of Doctor ^Addington, 'against 
'** whose government not a murmur of 
" * complaint has been heard/ while our 
" property has been subject to the plunder 
if of his clerks, and our persons have been 
" exposed to the pikes of the rebels ; still, 
" however, the innocence of Lord Hard- 
“ wicke (meaning the said Philip, Earl of 
Hardwicke) as to any intention of mis- 
" chief, is held forth. But 1 reply in the 
" words of Mr. Burke, * they who truly 
" mean well must be fearful of acting ill. 
" Delusive good intention is no excuse for 
" presumption ;* and I may add in my 
" own words, that the government of a 
“ harmless man is not therefore a harmless 
" government." To the great scandal and 
disgrace of the said Philip, Earl of Ilard¬ 
wicke, in contempt of our said Lord the 
King and his laws, to the evil example of 
all others in the like case offending, and 
against the peace of our said Lord the 
King, his crown and dignity. 

4th Count. -And the said Attorney 

General of our said Lord the King, for our 
said Lord the King, giveth the Court here 
farther to understand and be informed, that 
the said William Cobbett, so being such 
person as aforesaid, and again unlawfully, 
maliciously, and seditiously, devising and 
intending as last aforesaid, and also further 
unlawfully, maliciously, and seditiously 
devising and intehding to traduce, defame, 
and vilify, the said John, Lord Redesdale, 
so being suck Chancellor and Privy Coun¬ 
cillor as aforesaid, afterwards, to wit, on 
the same day and year last aforesaid, at 
Westminster aforesaid, in the county of 
Middlesex, unlawfully and maliciously 
did print and publish, and cause and pro¬ 
cure to be printed and published, a certain 
other scandalous and malicious libel, con¬ 
taining therein diverB scandalous and mali¬ 
cious matters and things of and concerning 
the said part of the said United Kingdom 
and the people thereof, and*also of and 
concerning the said Philip, Earl of Hard¬ 
wicke, so being such Lieutenant and Go¬ 
vernor as aforesaid, and the said John, 
Lorfi Redtsdale, so being such Chancellor 
and Privy Councillor as aforesaid (that is 
to say) in one part thereof, according to 
the tenormnd effect following (that is to 
gay): “ While I have b^'en writing, Sir, » 
" map of the West Indies happened to 
H bang be fere me. My eye wandered, I 
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" know not why, upon it, and liked upon “ encircled their exploits. On the Chan- 
'* on< of those little islands which hare " eery Pleader (meaning the said John, 
" been lately, by the British troops, re- Lord'Redesdale) perhaps 1 may hare laid 
*' deemed from the capitulation of Lord “ too great a stress; he is not of the first 
" Cornwallis at Amiens. Give me leave " consequence, though, in a future letter, I 
"to suppose, that, in the course of a few, " may perhaps point out to you the mischiefs 
" years, one of those little islands should “ which the intermeddling of such a man,' 
" become highly cultivated, and that a “ in matters out of the course of his prac- 
" considerable poftion of British property " tice, may occasion; but, with respect to 
“ became vested in its land and in .its “ Lord Hardwicke, (meaning the said 
" trade; suppose, that by some unfortu- Philip, Eayl of Hardwicke) it may be 
“ nate combination of events, this little " replied, that my challenge is unfair, 
island should be deeply shaken by insur- " because it is impossible to justify his 
“ rection within, and should be loudly me- « having been appointed to the governtqent 
" naced by invasion from without; sup- “ of Ireland by any instances of former 
“ pose, a powerful fleet of the enemies of “ political ability, as the acceptance of his 
" the British name lay to.windward, ready “ present office was hisiirst political essay. 
" filled with troops for landing, while a “ What? Is he one of the tribe ol the IIo- 
“ desperate band of ruffians were secretly (1 « harts, Westmorland?, apd Camdens ? Is 
“ arming in its bosom ready to aid that « he one of that tribe who have been sent 
“ landing, of a foreign enemy} suppose, in “over to us to be toained up here into 
u this distress, a committee of the West- « politicians, as they train the surgeons 
" India proprietors, whose money had been “ apprentices in the hospitals, by setting 
" vested in this little inland, should apply to “ them at first to bleed the pauper patients? 
“ the Doctor Addington for assistance; “ Is this a time for a continuation of such 
" and suppose lie were to rise up and desire “ wanton experiment ? The gilt of Lord 
“ them to quit their apprehensions, for that “ Hardwicke to us (meaning thereby the 
" he had entrusted the care of their island appointment of the said Philip, Earl of 
“ to a ver^ eminent sheep-feeder from Hardwicke, to the said place and office of 
“ Cambridgeshire, who was to be assisted Lieutenant General and Governor Gene- 
" in all his counsels by a very able and ral of the said part of the said United* 
“ strong-built chancery pleader from Lin- Kingdom) at such a period cannot becont- 
" coin’s Inn. Give me leave to ask you, “ pared to any thing else than the prank of 
" Sir, who know the city much better than “ Ealstafti upon Prince Hal, at the battle of 
“ I can pretend to do, what would a sugar “Shrewsbury, when the knight handed 
“committee, issuing from one of their “ over his Pistol to the prince. Eor, indeed, 
“ coffee-houses, say to such an answer “ Sir, by the present to us of Lord Hard- 
“ from a British minister? Why, Sir, the “ wicke (meaning the aforesaid appoint- 
" walls of St. Stephen’s and the chambers ment of the said Philip, Earl of iiard- 
“ in Downing Street woqjd be made to wicke) that sentence has been proved to 
“ ring with their vociferous reproaches; " ns in*abloody truth, whichEalstaif said, 
" and yet. Sir, to this situation is that por- “ in a good humoured jest, * here’s what 
“ tion of the United Kingdom (meaning the •“ will sack a city”—To the great scandal 
said part of'the said United Kingdom) and disgrace of the said Philip, Earl of 
*• reduced, on the strength and vigour of. Hardwicke, and John, Lord Redesdale; in 
“ which, at this moment, not only its own contempt of our said Lord the King and 
“ safety, but, us I have in my former letter his laws; to the evil example of all others 
“ stated, the safety of the British empire, irAhe like case offending; and against the 
“and consequently, I may assume, the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown. 
“ safety of Europe does entirely depend, and dignity. 

“ Againstthe truth of the description I have 5th Count.— —And the saiJ Attorney 

" given of its rulers, I may challenge the General of our said Lord the King, for our 
“ most daring supporter of the preseni said* Lord the King, further giveth the 
“ government to produce me* one single Court here to understand and be informed, 
« act, in the lives of either o£ those truly that the said WiIjiam*Cobbett, so being 
** great characters of the Doctor (meaning such person as aforesaid, and unlawfully 
the said Philip, Earl of Hardwicke*and and maliciously devising and intending to 
John, Lord Redesdale) whicl( can. entitle traduce, defame, and vilify, and to bring 
“ them to claim one particle of trust or .into public hatred and contempt, the said 
*« confidence from the public, beyond the John, Lord Redesdale, so being such 
“ bounds and limits within which I have Chancellor and Privy Councillor as afore- 
Voi.V. b 
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said, afterwards, to wit, on fhe tenth day " shrunk*from such an undertaking, if a 
of December, in the forty-fourth year of " condition had been added to it, that no 
the reign of our said Lord the King, at “ one nobleman or gentleman, who possess- 
Westminster, in the chunty of Middlesex, " ed any rank, estate or connexion in the 
unlawfully and maliciously did print and " couniry, should upon any account be 
publish, and cause and procure to be printed “ consulted. His pride p'ould have spurned 
and published, a certain other scandalous " at the undertaking, if he were told/that 
and malicious libel, containing therein " to the Cambridgeshire Earl (meaning the 
divers scandalous and malicious matters and said Philip, Earl of Hardwicke) and nira- 
things of and concerning the said John, " self, in the caresof government, aderk in 
Loru itedesd ale, and the condupt of the said "the Secretary’s office, and a couple of 
John Lord Rcdesdale, as such Chancellor " lawyers without political habits,political 
and Privy Councillor as aforesaid, by way " information, or honourable connexion, 
of antithesis and contrast between the con- “ were to be joined as assessors, and to be 
duct which-in‘and'by. the said Hast men- “ the only assessors. And Lord Kenyon’s 
tinned libel it is insinuated, that the said " pride and integrity would have both join- 
John, Lord Iledesdale, as such Chancellor '* ed in preventing him from being himself 
and Privy Councillor as aforesaid, has “ the instrument of introducing such men 
adopted and pursued, and the conduct i" into a cabinet of government. If any 
which in and by the said last mentioned *' one man could be found, of whom a 
libel it is asserted thut the Right Honour- " young but unhappy victim of the 
able Lloyd, Lord Kenyon, now deceased, " justly offended laws of his country had, 
would have adopted and pursued (that is " in the moment of his conviction and sen- 
to say) in one part thereof, according to " tence, uttered the following apostrophe 
the tenor and effect following, (that is to " —* That viper ! whom my father nou- 
say):Instead of calling him (meaning the " * riibed ! He it was from whose lips I 
said late Lloyd,. Lord Kenyon) to the " ' first imbibed those principles and doc- 
*' high station which he so ably filled, had " ' trines, which now by their effects drag 
V it pleased bis Majesty to bless the wea- " * me to my grave; and he it is who is 
" tern neighbours of Cambricus (meaning " * now brought forward as my prosecutor, 
the people of the said part of the said “ * and who, by an unheard of exercise 
United Kingdom) who certainly owe the " * of the prerogative, has wantonly lashed 
''honest and warm hearted principality " ‘ with a speech to evidence the dying son 
" no ill-will with Lord Kenyon (meaning " ' of his former friend, when thatdyingson 
the said late Lloyd, Lord Kenyon) for " * had produced no evidence, had made 
« their Chancellor, I can very well con- '*' no defence ; but, on the contrary, had 
” ceive what Lord Kenyon (meaning the " ' acknowledged the charge, and hadsub- 
taid late Lloyd, Lord Kenyon) in such a " * mitted to his fate.’—.Lord Kenyon 
** situation would have done, and also what " would have turned with horror from such 
*' he would not have done. From _a rare ** a scene, in which, although guilt was in 
*' modesty of nature, or itojn a rare preci- « one part to be punished, yet, in the 
*' sion of self-knowledge. Lord Kenyon " whoie drama, justice was confounded, 

" would have acted with reserve and cir- " humanity outraged, and loyalty insulted. 

“ cumspection, on his arrival in a country, « Of Lord Kenyon, therefore, (Cambricus. 

« with the moral qualities of the inhabitants '.must well know) it never could have 
“ of which,, and with their persons, man- " been believed, that he himself would 
** ners, an8 individual characters and con- " lead such a character forward, introduce 
*' nexions, he must have been utterly u'n- " him to the favour of a deceived Sovs- 
“ acquainted. In such a country, torn " reign, clothe him in the robes and load 
" with domestic sedition and treason, ** him with the emoluments of office. Lord 
" threatened with foreign invasion, and " Kenyon must have known, that-a noble 
" acting, since the union, under an untfied '* duke, for having toasted at a drunken 
" constitution : if Doctor Addington had " club, in a common tavern, to a noisy 
« required that Lord Kenyon should direct « rabble, • the sovereignty of the people, 

"a Cambridgeshire' Eacl (meaning the "was struck*by bis Majesty’s command 
said-Philip, Earl of Hardwicke) ' in all « out,of the Privy Council, and deprived 
« his councils,’Lord Ken von would as soon, “ of all his offices both civil and military. 

" at the desire of I,ord St. Vincent, have " If, therefore* any man were to be found 
" undertaken to pilot a line of battleship >** who not at a drunken club/or to abrawt- 
" through the Needles. Particularly the *' ingrabble, but in a grave and high assem- 
" integrity of Lord Kenyon woiild have « bly, not in the character of an inebriated 
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" toast-ffis*ter, but in that of a Sober con- 
** stifutional lawyer, had insisted on the 
“ sovereignty of the people, as a first prin- 
” ciple of the English law, and had de¬ 
clared, that by law an appeal lay front 
the decision of (he tellers of the Heusea 
of Parliament, to that of the • tellers of 
*' * the nation and that if a particular 
“ law were disagreeable to* the people, 
“ however it might have been enacted with 
" all ,royaI and parliamentary solemnity, 
" nevertheless it was not binding, and the 
“ people, by the general law, were ex* 

“ empted from obedience to such a parti- 
“ cular law, because the people were the 
" supreme and ultimate judges of what was 
“ for their own benefit. Lord Kenyon, if 
“ he had been Chancellor in any kingdom 
“ in Europe, would have shrunk from* 
“ recommending any such man to the 
“ favour of a Monarch, while there yet i 
“ remained a shadow of monarchy visible 
“ in the world/’——And in another part 
thereof, according to the tenor and effect 
following (that is to say): ", It was said^of 
“ Lord Kenyon, that lie loved money. If 
“ so, he loved his own money only, and not 
“ the money bf any other man. Lord Ken- 
" yon, therefore, as Chancellor, never would 
“ have made any rule or order by the effect 
“ of which the Secretary of a Master of the 
•* Rolls would be deprived of all fees for 
“ the purpose of throwing all those fees into 
“ the hands of the Secretary to the Cban- 
“ cel lor, the better to enable that Secretary 
" to discharge the pension of some unknown 
“ annuitant on his official profits.” And in 
another part thereof according to the tenor 
and effect following, (that is to say): “The 
“ professional pride and igborn honour of 
“ Lord Kenyon (meaning the said late 
Lloyd, Lord Kenyon) would never have 
« suffered him to enter into a combination 
" to sap, by underhand means, the inde* 
•• pendencc of his brethren, the judges; tys* 
“ never would h&ve suffered the great seal 
“ in his bands to be used for the purpose of 
“ garbling the Bench, in order to gratify 
« those who might be contented publicly 
“ to eulogise that government, which pri- 
»* vately*fhey must have despised; nor 
" would he have employed any of his lei- 
" sure in searching into offices for prac- 
" tices by which he might harrass the do- 
“ rneatic arrangemenu of others,* whose 
" pride and whose integrity would^ not 
“ bend to his views, and thus double* the 
«* vigour of bis attack, by practising on the 
«»hopes of seme, and endeavouring to' 
“ work upon the fears of others.” To the 
great scandal and disgrace of the said 
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John, Lord Redesdale; in contempt of our 
said Lord the King and his laws ; to the 
evil example of all others in the like case 
offending; and against the peace of our said 
Lord the King, his crown, and dignity. 

6th Couht.—— And the said Attorney 
General of our said Lord the King, for our 
said Lord the King, further giveth the Court 
here to understand and be informed, that 
the said William Cobbett, so bring such 
person as $fbresaid, and again unlawfully 
aqd maliciously devising and intending to 
traduce, defame, and vilify the said John, 
Lord Redesdale, so being such Chancellor 
as aforesaid, afterwards, to wit, on the same 
day and year last aforesaid, at Westminster 
aforesaid, in the coanty of Middlesex, un¬ 
lawfully and maliciously did print and 
publish, and cause and procure to be 
printed and published, a certain other 
' scandalous and malieious libel, containing 
therein, among other things, divers scanda¬ 
lous and malicious matters and things of 
and concerning the said John, Lord Redes¬ 
dale, and the conduct of the said John, 
Lord Redesdale, as such Chancellor, by 
way of antithesis and contrast between the 
conduct which in and by the said last men¬ 
tioned libel it is insinuated, that the said 
John, Lord -Redesdale, as such Chancellor 
and Privy Councillor as aforesaid, had 
adopted and pursued, aud the conduct 
which in and by the said last mentioned 
libel it is asserted, that the said Lord 
Kenyon would have adopted and purged, 
that is to say, in one part thereof, accord¬ 
ing to the tenor and effect following (that 
is to say) “ It was said of Lord Kenyon 
“ that he loved money ; if so, he loved his 
" own money only, and not the money of 
" any other man; Lord Kenyon, therefore, 
“ as Chancellor, never would have made 
' “ any rule or order, by the effects of which 
“ the Secretary of a Master of the Rolls 
“ would be deprived of all fees for the pur- 
•* pose of throwing all those fees into the 
“ hands of the Secretary to the Chancellor, 
“the better to enable that secretary to 
“ discharge the pension of some unknown 
“ annuitant on bts official profits,” (mean¬ 
ing and insinuating thereby, and •intend¬ 
ing }o cause it to be believed, that the said 
John, Lord Redesdale, as such Chancellor 
as aforesaid, bad wickedly and corruptly 
made an order by width the Secretary of 
the Master of the Rolls, of life said part of 
thesaid UnitedKingdom, would be deprived 
of his fees for the purpose'of throwing the 
.same fees into the hands of the secretary of 
himself, the said John, Lord Redesdale, to 
enable his said secretary to discharge the 
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pension of some person receiving an an¬ 
nuity out of the official profits of his said 

secretary).-And in another part thereof, 

according to the tenor and effect following 
(that is to say) “ The professional pride, 
“ and the inborn honour of Lord Kenyon 
(meaning the said late Lloyd, Lord Ken- 
“ yon) would never have suffered him to 
*' enter into a combination to sap, by under- 
“ hand means, the independence of his bre- 
" thren, the judges; (meaning and insi¬ 
nuating thereby, and intending to cause 
it to be believed, that the said John, 
Lord Kedcsdale, as such Chancellor as 
aforesaid, had entered into a •combina¬ 
tion to sap, by underhand means, the 
independence of the judges of the said 
part of the said United Kingdom); he 
“ never would have suffered the great 
«' seal, in his hands, to be used for the pur- 
*' pose of garbling the Bench, in order to 
“ gratify those who might be contented 
« f publicly to eulogise that government 
" which privately they must have des- 
“ pised (meaning and insinuating thereby 
apd intending to cause it to be believed, 
that the said John, Lord Redesdale, as 
such Chancellor as aforesaid, had suffered 
the great seal of the said part of the said 
United Kingdom to be used for the pur¬ 
pose of garbling the Bench ef Judges of 
the said part of the said United Kingdom, 
in order to gratify those who would pub¬ 
licly eulogise the government of the said 
part of the said United Kingdom, which 
they must privately have despised); nor 
*• would he have employed any of his lei- 
“ sure in searching into offices for prac- 
ticesby which he might harrassthe do- 
“ mestic arrangements of others, whose 
pride and whose integrity would not 
** bend to his views, and thus double the 
*' vigour of his attack, by practising on the 
“ hopes of some, and endcavourin^to work 
“ upon the fears of others,” (meaning and 
insinuating thereby,and intending to cause 
it to be believed, that the said John, Lord 
Redesdale, had searched into offices for 
practices by which he might harrass the do¬ 
mestic arrangements of other persons whose 
pride and integrity would not bend to his 
views.) 

To the great scandal and disgrace of the 
said John, Lord Redesdale, in contempt of 
our said Lord the King aod his laws, to the 
evil example of all others in the like case 
offending, and against the peace of our said 
Lord the King, bis crown, and dignity. 
Whereupon, the said Attorney General of 
our said Lord the King, who for our said 
Lord the King, in the behalf, prosecuteth 
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for our arfd Lord the King, pray eth the con¬ 
sideration of the Court herein the premises, 
and that due process of law may be awarded 
against him, the said William Cobbett, in 
this behalf, to make him answer to our said 
r Lord the King touching And concerning the 

premises aforesaid.- Wherefore the 

sheriff of the said County of Middlesex was 
commanded that he should not forbear, by 
reason of any liberty in his bailiwick, but 
that he should cause him toeome to answer 
to our said Lord the King concerning the 
premises aforesaid. And now (that is to say ) 
on Wednesday next after fifteen days from 
the feast day of Easter, in this same term, 
before our said Lord the King at Westmin¬ 
ster, comes the said William Cobbett, by 
Peter Belt, his Clerk in Court, and having 
i heard the said information read, he saith 
that he is not guilty thereof, and hereupon 
he putteth himself upon the country ; and 
the said Attorney General of our said 
Lord the King, who for our said Lord the 
King in this behalf prosecuteth, doth the 
like. There (ore, &c. 


After the Information had been gone 
through, the Attorney General ad¬ 
dressed the Court and Jury as toilows: 

My Lord, and Gentlemen of the 
Jury.— As I an» very much disinclined, 
upon all occasions, totak up the valuable 
time of the Court, I sinceiely lament, that 
on the present occasion, 1 havt been obliged 
to lengthen this record, by inserting in it 
so many passages; for 1 am persuaded, 
that nothing is more conducive to justice, 
than that it should be confined within as 
narrow a compass as possible. But, gen* 
tlemcn, it appeared to me impossible, that 
you, who are u> pass your verdict of guilty, 
or not guilty, on the defendant in the case 
before you ; or that the Court who, if you 
find him guilty, will hereafter have to ap¬ 
portion his punishment, should be able to 
form any correct opinion of the true cha¬ 
racter of the libels, of their real malignity, 
of the mischievous intention of the author 
of them, and of the low means by which 
he endeavoured to effect his purpose, with¬ 
out laying before you such satpples and 
passages, as would enable you to perceive, 
that I was not prosecuting a man for aa 
inadvertant *or an hasty expression, nor 
for the'fair discharge of his profession a> 
a public writer, who, in the hurry of the 
moment, had trespassed a little beyond 
the line, of decency and propriety; but, 
on the contrary, that it-ewas directed 
against one, who, in a cool, systematic and 
deliberate manner, had endeavoured to 
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degrade- and vilify the whole administra¬ 
tion of‘his Majesty’s government in Ire¬ 
land. It is not so much a libel upon my 
Lord Hardwicke, it is not so much a libel 
upon my Lord Redesdale, it is not so much 
a libel upon Mr. Justice Osborne or Mr. 
Secretary Marsden, merely for the purpose 
of traducing and vilifying those charac¬ 
ters ; .but those characters art? traduced 
and vilified, for the purpose of bringing 
the whole government of Ireland into con¬ 
tempt, and exposing it to the scorn and 
execration of the people of that country. 
When I shew to you, gentlemen, as I 
shortly shall do, that thi6 is the real aim 
and bent of the whole of these libels, 1 
trust U will not*be imputed to me, that I 
am trespassing, in any degree, upon the 
liberty of the press, or that fair and free 
discussion of the conduct of public men 
and measures, which is the distinguished 
privilege of every Englishman, which has 
been aoundantly enjoyed since 1 have had 
the honour to occupy the situation I hold, 
and of which Mr. Cobbett, I jhink, will 
not be the first man to complain of the 
violation.—-You will also consider, gentle¬ 
men, not only a tfte libellous language made 
use of, but the critical moment m which 
that language was used : at a moment when 
the minds of the people of Ireland were in 
afeverish and distempered state, and liable 
to be driven to a paroxysm of madness by 
the slightest impulse. Arid the taking ad¬ 
vantage of a moment so perilous, tends 
powerfully to establish, that the most base 
and destructive motive actuated the mind of 
the defendant. Had the'libel not been of 
that sweeping nature as to involve the 
whole political government of Ireland; had 
it simply been directed against the noble 
earl at ilie head of that government; or to 
the other dignified characters who are the 
object of the defendant’s slander; those 
dignified characters would, in ail proba¬ 
bility, have tiented it with silent disdain. 
But they considered, that they had been 
made the medium of aspersion^, which, if 
not animadverted upon, might be attended 
with consequences dangerous to the happi¬ 
ness ot a large and valuable portion of his 
Majesty’s subjects, and dangerous to the 
very existence of the British government 
in that part of the United Kingdom. 
Gentlemen, you must be well aware, that 
the character of every government dq; 
pends greatly upon the estimation in which 
those are held by whom it is conducted— 
both those who Jdan the measures, and 
those in an interior situation, by whom such 1 
measures are carried into execution; and 1 
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| if there is any one thing more than ano¬ 
ther, that can recommend a government t6 
the love and affection of the people, it is 
the purity and integrity of the administra- ‘ 
tion of justice, ana of those who deal it 
•ut, for the protection of their lives and 
their property. Yet, gentlemen, you will 
find, that in all these important particulars, 
the government of Ireland is attacked. 
My Lord Hardwicke, as the head of that 
government, is treated as a person wholly 
incapable of performing the public func¬ 
tions, and represented as " a very eminent 
feeder of sheep in Cambridgeshire.” My 
Lord Redesdale, who .is placed so high in 
the councils of the state, is denominated 
“ a very able and strdng-bujlt Chancery 
pleader from Lincoln’s-Inn.” Mr. Se- 
uretary Marsden is described as " a cor¬ 
rupt, unprincipled, rapacious plunderer, 
preying upon the property of the state.” 
And Mr. Justice Osborne is held forth as 
“ the most corrupt instrument of a debased 
and degraded government, lending himself 
as a screen to conceal them from the dis¬ 
grace their actions would naturally bring 
upon them.”—Gentlemen, the first pas¬ 
sage in the libel to which 1 shall draw 
your attention, forms part of a letter on- 
the Afl’urs of Ireland, signed by the name 
ot Juverna, and was published- in “ Cob- 
hett’s Political R' Hisier,” of the 5th of 
November last. The author takes occa¬ 
sion, by the well known fable of the 
Trojan Horse, to typify the whole Irish 
government. My Lord Hardwicke is de¬ 
scribed under 'the • appellation of the 
" wooden represenlalive of wisdom 
thereby comparing his Excellency to the 
wooden liojse recoided in the history of the 
siege of Troy. Ugt, perhaps, it will be 
best to read the sever d passages to you, 
arid make my comments upon them as I 
proceed.—The first passage begins thus: 
i‘ m E<juo ne credite Tetteri, was the advice 
“ which, in a dangerous moment, Laocoon 
“ gave to the Trojans. It will be remetn- 
“ bered that the etjuus. against which that 
“ sagacious adviser <auiiini<*d his country- 
“ men, was a wooden one. His country- 
“ men did not regai d Laocoon. They 
“ received the wooden representative of 
'* wisdom. They approached it as if it 
“ possessed authority and power.- Its 
“ wooden head toweitvl above their houses. 

•' But, though the machine itself was/in- 
" noxious wood, the credulous t rojans 
“ found its hollow head and exalted sides 
" were nothing less than receptacles for 
“ greedy peculators and blood-thirsty as- 
“ cassias. The ingenious author ot the 
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" story did not mean to confine the lesson, 
" which it inculcates, to the tale of Troy 
" alone. He meant to take advantage of 
" that easy metaphorical expression, which, 
*' by the common assent of mankind, has 
" moulded itself into most languages, and 
«by which a certain species of head 
1 " (which the moderns, by various moral 
" experiments, have ascertained to be a 
“ non-conductor of ideas) has been deno* 
" minated a wooden head. . He meant to 
" caution future nations not to put trust 
" or confidence in the apparent inno- 
« cence of any such wooden instrument; 
•• and not to suffer themselves*to be led to 
" exalt it into consequence, or to pay it 
•• any respect. He meant to tell them 
" that any people, who submitted to be 
“ governed by a wooden head, would not 
" find their security in its supposed in* 
" noxiousness, as to hollowness would soon 
“ be occupied by instruments of mischief.” 
Now, gentlemen, is this or is it not intended 
to apply to my Lord Hardwicke ? The 
next passage begins thus: " When I 
“ found. Sir, this portion of the kingdom 
"overwhelmed by such consequences to 
" our property as the rapacity of Mr. 
*' Marsden and his friends, and such conse* 
" quences to our lives as the pikes of Mr. 
" Emmett and his friends have lately pro- 
" duced: when 1 could trace all these 
" evils as the inevitable issue from the 
" head and body of such a government as 
" that of Lord Hardwicke, and I am told 
" of his innoxiousness and his firmness'. I still 
" reply the story of the wdodcn horse, and 
" I shall still, notwithstanding the fate of 
" Laocoon, raise my voice to my country* 

" men and cry, Equo ne credite 7evert.” 
Is it possible, gentlemen, that the passages 1 
I have read to you citri bear any other in¬ 
terpretation than that which I have pht 
upon them ? He then goes on, in a style of 
flippancy, that he does not mean to state, 
literally, iliat the head of his Exellency 
was absolutely built of timber. But 1 will 
give you* the gentleman’s own whrds: 
" Not, Sir, that 1 would be understood 
" literally; I do not mean to assert that 
" the*head of my Lord Hardwicke is ab- 
*• solulely built of timber. My applica* 

" tion, like that of the original author of 
" the tale, is only metaphorical. Yet, at 
" the same time, f cannot avoid suspecting, 
*' that if life head of his Excellency were 
" submitted to the analysis of any such in* 

" vestigator oi - nature as Lavoisier, it would 
" be found to contain a superabundant 
" portion of particles of a very ligneous 
" tendency.” Now, gentlemen, is there 


POLITICAL REGISTER. [028 

any thing in all this, that can be called a 
lair and liberal description of the ’conduct 
! of a public character 1 He then goes on to 
■ay, " this, Sir, is the Lord Hardwicke of 
" .Doctor Addington, against whose go* 
" vernment not a tyurmur of complaint 
«* * has been heard*—while our property 
" has been subject to the plunder of hia 
" clerks, and our persons have been ex* 
“ posed to the pikes of the rebels. Still, 
“ however, die innocence of Lord Hard- 
" wicke, as to any intention of mischief, is* 
" held forth. But, I reply in the words of 
" Mr. Burke, * they wno truly mean well, 
" * must be fearful of acting ill. Delusive 
" * good intention is no excuse for pre- 
" ' sumption.’ And I May add, in my 
“ own words, that the government of a 
" harmless man is not, therefore, a harra- 
“ less gorernment.” Gentlemen^ I have 
already adverted to the indecency and 
flippancy of many expressions made use 
of in this libel. If this libeller had been 
hurried away with the temptation of say* 
ing a flippant thing, I should not have 
thought it a subject of criminal prosecu¬ 
tion. But, in the case before you, it is 
criminal, as indicating Yhe spirit with 
which it was written, and*as being de¬ 
scriptive of the mind of the man at the 
time be was making them. I would not, 
however, be understood to say, that even 
in the warmth of discussion upon public 
men and public measures, decency of 
language ought not to be preserved, and 
that any deviation therefrom is nut pu¬ 
nishable, What I mean in this case, is, 
that 1 have thought it beneath the dignity 
of these high characters, to have takenno- 
tice of any personal abuse, if that personal 
abuse had not been connected with a sys¬ 
tematic attack upon the whole of the Irish 
government. I do not mean to say. that 
the describing such a man as Mr. Ad¬ 
dington, by the epithet of Doctor Adding¬ 
ton, is degrading to him, nor that I would 
advise that such an epithet should become 
the subject* of a prosecution in a Court of 
Justice; but, surely, no one who has the 
least liberality of feeling, or the least sense 
of decency, could think it becoming to 
taunt such a gentleman as Mr. Addington ; 
a gentleman who, the more he is known, 
the more his character will be admired. 
For fby part, I feel no sympathy with those 
who think there is any wit in such titles. 
Mr. Addington is the son of a man who 
mos^ ably, and skilfully practised in a li¬ 
beral profession, who by his talents be¬ 
came justly eminent in that profession, and 
whose son raised himself, by hie great abi- 
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Hties, to one of the highest offices *in this 
country* I again say, that for any publi* 
cation calling Mr. Addington " Doctor 
Addington,” or for any flippancy of that 
nature, standing by itself, I should think it 
beneath the dignity of that right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman, to make it. the subject of a 
prosecution; but I a(po say, that when you 
se« an epithet of this nature introduced, it 
does stiefr the spirit with which the libel 
was published, and that it was a systematic 
attack upon the whole government of Ire¬ 
land, by bringing into contempt and ri¬ 
dicule, the persons placed by his Majesty 
at the head of that government. The next 
passage runs thup: “ Inquiry and research 
" are the duty and the resource of the ig- 
" norant, and therefore I did inquire. The 
" result of no small attention bestowed in 
this pursuit was, that I discovered, of 
" our Viceroy, that he was in rank an earl; 
“ in manners a gentleman; in morals a 
" good father and a kind husband; and 
" that he had a good library in St. James’s 
“ Square. Here 1 should have* been for 
“ ever stopped, if I had not, by accident, 
“ met with one JMr. Lindsay, a Scotch 
" parson, since^become (and I am sure it 
“ must be by Divine Providence, for it 
" would be impossible to account tor it by 
" secondary causes) Bishop of Killaloo in 
" Ireland. From this Mr. Lindsay, I 
« further learned, that my Lord Hard- 
" wicke was celebrated for understanding 
" the modern method of fattening a sheep 
" as well as any man in Cambridgeshire.” 
Now, gentlemen, I may be asked, if call¬ 
ing my Lord Hardwicke the most distin¬ 
guished character that can belong to a 
man—" in morals a good fathef and kind 
husband,” having “ a good library in 
St. James’s Square, and being attached 
to agricultural pursuits,”—-1 may be 
asked, I say, whether I mean to con¬ 
sider all these good qualities as being a 
libel on my Lord Hardwicke? Yes. 
gentlemen, I do—with the text with 
Jjlwhich they are accompanied. ’Qualities 
* like these ought to have made the libeller 
pause before he ventured to attack such a 
character. Hb tells you, my Lord Hurd- 
wicke has got “ a good library in St. 
James’s Square,” and that he is " oejebrut- 
ed for understanding the modern method 
of fattening a sheep as well as afly man 
in Cambridgeshire!” Gentlemen, you 
must shut your eyes, you must shut your 
understandings, if vou do not dfce that 
these amiable qualities are attributed to 
Lord Hardwicke with a slanderous, with 
'an ill-natured meaning.—With respect to 
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this fattener of sheep in Cambridgeshire, 
be goes on to say : "while I have been 
" writing, Sir, a map of the West-Indiea 
" happened to hang before me. My eye 
" wandered, I know not why, upon it, and 
*• fixed upon one of those little' islands, 
“ which have been lately, by the British 
" troops, redeemed from the capitulation 
•• of Lord Cornwallis at Amiens. Give me 
" leave to suppose, that, in the course of 
" a few years,*one of those little islands 
"should become highly cultivated, and 
“ that a considerable portion of British 
“ property became vested in its land and 
" in its trade*. Suppose, that, by some un- 
" fortunate combination of events, this 
" little island should be* deeply shaken by 
" insurrection within, and should be loudly 
" Menaced by invasion from without. Sup- 
" pose a powerful fleet of the enemies of 
** the British name lay to windward, ready 
" filled with troops mr landing, while a 
“ desperate band of ruffians were secretly 
" arming in its bosom, ready to aid that 
" landing of a foreign enemy.” (Alluding 
certainly to the state of Ireland.) “ Sup- 
" pose,” he continues, " in this distress, 
" a committee of West India proprietors, 
" whose money had been vested in this 
" little island, should apply to the Dr. 
“ Addington for assistance : and suppose 
“ lie were to rise up and desire them to 
" quiet their apprehensions, for that he had 
“ entrusted the care of their island to a very 
“ eminent sheep feeder from Cambridgeshire , 
“ who was to be assisted in all kis counsels by a 
" very able and strong-ftuilt chancery pleader 
“from Lincoln's Inn. (jive me leave to 
" ask you, Sir, who know the city much 
" better than 1 can pretend to do, what 
“ would a sugar committee, issuing from 
“ oqe of their coffee -houses, say to such an 
“ answer freiri a British Minister ? Why, 
•• Sir, the wplls *>F St. Stephen’s, and the 
"•tlianibcrs in Downing Street, would be 
"made, to ling with their vociferous re- 
" proaches. And \ et. Sir, to this situation 
is that portion of the United Kingdom re¬ 
duced; on the sircngth and vigour of 
*« which, at this moment, not only its ojyn 
" safety, but, asl have, in my former letter, 
“ stated, *lhe safety of the British empire, 
" and consequently, I may assume, the 
" safety of Lurope does eaatirely depend. 
« Against the truth olf the description I 
" have given of its' rulers, I may challenge 
" the most daring supporter of the present 
" government to produce me one single 
" acf in the lives of either of those truly 
« great characters of the Doctor, which can 
“ entitle them to claim one particlf of 
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"trustor confidence from the publicbe- 
** yond the bounds and limits, within 
** which 1 have encircled their exploits.” 
Now, gentlemen, will any man believe 
that there is any degree of candour in say¬ 
ing, that all that has been done by thf 
British government for Ireland, is to send 
them a sheep feeder from Cambridgeshire, 
and a sirong-built chancery pleader from 
Lincoln's Inn, when I tell you, that at the 
moment when the governmept of Ireland is 
so abominably libelled, that country is 
defended, externally and internally, by 
fleets and by armies, beyond what it ever 
has been, in any former period of its his. 
tory? Nay, gentlemen, 1 will go still far¬ 
ther. I will venture to assert, that Great 
Britain never was possessed of an army so 
well disciplined, so well appointed, so well 
regulated, and so well commanded.as that 
now in Ireland. 1 And yet this libeller re¬ 
presents, that all lhafc has been dome for 
the people of Ireland, is to send them a 
sheep feeder from Cambridgeshire, and a 
strong-built chancery pleader from Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn! Is not this telling the people 
of Ireland, that they must expect nothing 
from their own government, and encourag¬ 
ing them to look to some other for protec¬ 
tion ?-He next goes on to say: " on 

“ the chancery pleader, perhaps, I may 
“ have laid too great a stress—he is not of 
“ the first consequence—though, in a 
“ future letter, I may, perhaps, point out 
** to you the mischiefs which the inter- 
" meddling of such a man in matters out 
'* of the course of his practice may occa- 
" sion. But, with respect to Lora Hard- 
“ wicke, it may be replied, that my chal- 
“ lenge is unfair, because it is impossible 
“ to justify bis having, been appointed to 
" the government ctf Ireland by any iu- 
•• stance of farther political ability, as Che 
“ acceptance ofrhis present office was his 
••first political essay. What! Is he on$ 
*' of the tribe of the Hobarts, Westmore- 
•' lands, and Camdeus > Is he one of that 
“ tribe, who have been sent over to us to 
** be trained up here into politicians, as 
" they train the surgeon's apprentices in 
" the hospitals, by setting them at first to 
" bleed the pauper patients ? Js this a 
** time for a continuation of such wanton 
•* experiment ? The gift of Lord ilard- 
** wicke to us, at sueh a period, cannot be 
“ compared to any thing else than the 
«' prank of FalstafFupon Prince Hal at the 
*' battle of Shrewsbury, when the-Knight 
** banded over his Pistol to the Prince, por 
«* indeed. Sir, by the present to us of Lord 
•• Hardwicke, that sentence has been proved 


“ to us4n a bloody truth, which Falstaff said' 
** in a good humoured jest—* herd's what 
•* * will sack a city.’ ” Now, who are the 
Hobarts, the Westmorelands, and the Cam- 
dens to whom this libeller alludes ? I will 
tell you, gentlemen.. They are great and 
deservedly illustrious characters, who for¬ 
merly occupied the highest situations in 
the government of Ireland. And, thus, 
you will perceive, that this is not only a 
libel upon the Irish government of the pre¬ 
sent day, but a libel upon former govern¬ 
ments. With respect lo my Lord Hard¬ 
wicke, I will venture to say, that there 
never was a nobleman who, by his wise 
administration of justice, and his amiable 
and conciliatory manners, effected more 
for the tranquillity and happiness of Ire¬ 
land than that nobleman has done. Totally 
to prevent sudden ebullitions of discontent 
and disaffection, is, perhaps, beyond the 
reach of any talents; but, to crush rebel¬ 
lion in its birth, to stifle the monster as 
soon as it appeared, was the achievement 
of my Lqrd Hardwicke. lie put down 
insurrection, without offering violence to 
the constitution, by the mild but firm 
operation of the established law. The re¬ 
bellious were punished, and the loyal weie 
made secure, without infringing on tbs 
trial by jury, or on the general peace of 
the country; and the necessary and 
wholesome rigour of the law did not in¬ 
terrupt the tranquillity of the nation at 
large, which feels itself grateful and 
happy, under the mild, the temperate, the 
firm, and the conciliatory government of 
the amiable nobleman, whose character 
is so scandalously aspened in this abomin¬ 
able libel, n ■■ I shall now proceed to that 
part of the libel which relates to Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Osborne, and which forms the second 
libel stated on the record. And here, 
gentlemen, you will see that there is an 
attempt, by means of a thin covering, to , 
impute to that learned judge improper 
conduct, in the course of a charge which 
he delive;ed to the Grand Jury for the 
County ol Antrim. The libeller wraps 
up his poison in the shape of a dry narra¬ 
tive of facts. He begins thgs: *' what I 
" have 1 now to touch upon must be done 
** with a delicate hand. I will confine my- 
'* self Ur a bare narrative of facts, and will 
" nut psesume to give any opinion. As 
*' soon as the government had fully re- 
** covered its recollection, a commission, 

" directed to five of the judges, issued for 
“ the trial of those rebels who had been * 
“ arrested for treason committed in the 
*' county and city of Dublin. This com- 
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,r mission# having issued while Ae judges 
“ were oil circuit, was filled up (ami very 
" properly filled up) with the names of the 
“ five senior of those judges who were then 
" on the circuits, which were likely to ter- 
" minate at the earliest period of time.' 
" Such was the reason, given by govern- 
“ ment for the particular selection of the 
"judges named in that commission, and it 
" certainly was a good reason. In some 
“ time after this commission had been sit- 
“ ting, it became necessary to issue a new 
“ commission for the trial of rebels in the 
" shires of Antrim and of Down. In the 
" appointment of this second commission, 

“ the principle, which directed the selec- 
" tion in the first, was not adhered to. On 
“ the contrary, the junior judge of the 
“ twelve was very anxiously culled out, ‘ 
“ and*placed in this new commission, over 
“ the heads of a number of his senior-. 

" This, however, could not, and ought not 
" to have given offence to any of those 
“ senior judges, because, whatever opinion 
** of them the government may have mani- 
" fested in such an appointment, the opi- 
" nion of the. present government upon 
“ such a subject (known to be inlluenced 
" by motives very different from general 
“ justice) is too contemptible to have the 
“ slightest effect upon any of those learned 
"judges in the public mind. The cir- 
« cumstance, therefore, was not at first at- 
“ tended to. There is published, in this 
** city, a newspaper, called the Dublin 
« Journal. It is, in general, conducted 
“ with good sense, loyijty, and a regard to 
« truth; but, iftparticular deviations, it is 
« known to be under the control and imme- 
*« diate direction of goveriffnent. In that 
«» paper of the 20th of October la:!, a 
« publication appeared, which purported 
« to be a charge given by the jmiqr judge 
»* above alluded to, to the grand jury of the , 
« county of Antrim. In this place I beg* 
« now to declare, that I am far from attenipt- 
« ing to assert, that the learngd judge did 
« pronounce any such charge; and when 
« I speak of his charge, 1 request you will 
" understand I mean only the newspaper 
•• publication above mentioned. In the 
«* newspaper publication the learned judge 
« is made to tell the grand jury, that 
« * through the well timed efforts and stre- 
‘ nnous exertions of a wise and eneu- 
•t * qetic government, &c. the progtess 
«»• of such crimes as lately disgraced this 
•« ‘ country hac^been effectually chetked.’ 

•• If the learned justice did make any such 
*« assertions (which I am far from snp- 
« posing) with what amazement the grand j 
Voi. V. • 
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*' jury musthave received such a broadside, 

" poured upon the truth of the fact, I 
“ cannot, as I was not present, know : 
"but l can very well imagine what the 
“ feelings of twenty-three well informed 
“ gentlemen must have been. Their re- 
“ spect, and a thorough knowledge of 
“ their duty would necessarily keep iheni 
“ silent. But though men remain silent 
" under the proper awe anil tontiol of a 
"court of •justice, their language only 
" becomes more strenuous when that rc- 
“ straint is taken off, and they meet to- 
“ gether in private confidence.” The 
libeller tfien procetds to say; “ but, 
“ Sir, suggestion does not stop here. 

" Men ask, how could (if the learned jns- 
" tice did make any such assertion) the. 
" learned justice be led to give credit to a 
“position which coryradicts the evidence 
“ of the senses of every man in the king- 
“ ifona, who was*prcsent at, or knew any 
“ thing of the transaction ? IIow could a 
“ learned judge be supposed to assert that 
“ which no man in the kingdom would as- 
“ sort, unless he bad some reasons of the 
“ same nature as those which prevailed 
“on Mr. Marsden’s attorney general, on 
“ the ti ial - lor high treason, to assert sonifc- 
" thing of the same kind ? Men, Sir,. 
“ couple the extraordinary selection of the 
“ learned justice from amongst his fellows, 
“ with the extraordinary asset tion attributed 
“ to him in a govt niuient newspaper, an.l 
“ they ask, if he made dint assertion, 
“ where did he ge| his information ? Was 
“ he ever in I\Ir. Mursdrn’a audience 
“ room since the night ot the 'J3.1 of July ? 

“ WhatpfiMcd there ? What were tin; pre- 
“ disposing causes which induced govern- 
“ rutnt to select •jtvtic’ilarly that learned 
V justice ? Could government have./brewen 
“ (and if so, by what, faculty) that the 
t “ learned justice would liave given an in- 
“ struction to the grand jury, so very use- 
“ ful and so very grateful to the govern-* 
“ ment ? Whatnight telescope could have 
" been applied to the eye of Mr. Marsden, 
“ which through the dark womb of things 
“ unborn, could have enabled him Jo per- 
“ ceive through this little future star of 
" praise, springing from the creative lips 
“ of the learned justice ? Here, Sir, de- 
“ corum towards ,yoff and towards the 
“ public induces me to be «ilent as to 
“ other, and, perhaps, stronger observa¬ 
tions. But I may, I believe/ add what 
“ men also say, that if it were possible the 
ermined robe of (he most awful attribute 
" of his Majesty should have been wrapped 
“ round the acts of Mr, Marsden, ip order 
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“ to screen them from public disgrace, we draw a comparison between the late Lord ' 
" might then look for another, but not Keuyon and the present Lord Chancellor 
« less fatal end to oar liberties and to our of Ireland, and under the artful pretext of 
" constitution than that which rebellion or shewing us what my Lord Kenyon would 
“ invasion could produce. And in truth, not have done, he pretty plainly insinu- 
" they say, that except as to momentary ates what my Lord Rpdesdale has done, 
"effects, rebellion and invasion might be The libeller introduces it in this way: 
"viewed with indifference, if it can be " Instead of calling him to the high station 
« supposed, that the stained hands of a " which he»so ably filled, had it pleased 
« petty clerk had been washed in the very " his Majesty to bless the western neigh- 
" fountain of justice.” Thus, gentlemen, " bours of Cambricus (who certainly owe 
is Mr. Justice Osborne accused with hav- " the honest and’ warm hearted princi- 
ing poured in a broadside upon the fact, " pality no ill will) with Lord Kenyon for 
meaning thereby, that that learned judge " their Chancellor ; I can very well con- 
had been guilty of a falsehood. .And then, " ceive what Lord Kenyon, in such a si- 
■with reference to Mr. Secretary Marsden, " tuation, would have done, and also, 
it proceeds to state, that rebellion and in- " what he would not have done. From a 
■vasion were evils of less magnitude than "rare modesty of nature, or from a rare 
the ermined robe of his Majesty bcingi " precision of self knowledge. Lord Ken- 
wrapped round a man, whose blood-stain- " yon would have acted with reserve and 
ed hands had been* washed in the very " circumspection, on his arrival in a coun¬ 
fountain of mercy’. Now, gentlemen* is " try, with the moral qualities of the in- 
this or is it not, one of the most dangerous “ habitants of which, and with their 
libels to the peace and tranquillity of Ire- " persons, manners, and individual cha- 
land, that could possibly have been pub- " racters and connexions, he must have 
lished ? And can there be expected any “ been utterly unacquainted. In such a 
loyalty or any attachment in the people “ country, torn with domestic sedition 
of that country, if such foul aspersions " and treason, threatened -with foreign 
upon individual characters in the adminis- " invasion, and acting, since’the union, 
tration of justice, be suffered to pass with- " under an untried constitution, if Doctor 

out the reprehension of the law ?-The “ Addington had required that Lord Ken- 

next point I come to, is the libels upon “ yon should direct a Cambridgeshire 
my Lord Redesdale. And here I cannot “ Earl « in all his councils/ Lord Ken- 
help saying, that it would have been an " yon would as soon, at the desire of Lord 
unpleasant part of my duty, had I been " St. Vincent, have undertaken to pilot a 
called on to prosecute for this alone. Not " line of battle ship through the Needles, 
that there is not in this part of the publi- "Particularly, the integrity' of Lord Ken- 
cation, abundant matter for prosecution, “ yon would have shrunk frpm such an un- 
but, personally, I should have found the " dertaking, if a condition had been 
task a very unpleasant one, on account of " added to it. that no one nobleman or 
my known connexion with that noble lord, "gentleman who possessed any rank, 

1 shall, therefore, say of him less on that " estate, or connexion in the country, 
account; and less, 1 am inclined to be- " should upon any account be consulted, 
jieve, than any of my learned friends " Ills pride would have spurned at the un- 
around me would hare said of him, had itr " dertaking, if he were told, that to the 
fallen to their lot to manage this prosecu- " Cambridgeshire Earl and himself, in the 
fion. That noble lord is well known to " cares of government, a clerk in the se- 
all the \>ar in this country, and I leave it " crctary’s office, and a couple of lawyers 
io that bar to feel for his character as it " without political habits, political in¬ 
deserves to be regarded ; but I am sure it " formation or honourable connexion, 
will not be said, that because the Chan- " were to be joined as assessor?;,and to be 
pellor of Ireland happens to be brother-in- " the onl^ assessors. And Lord Kenyon's 
law to the Attorney-General of England, " pride and integrity would have both 
that, therefore, he is to go unprotected, "joined m preventing him from being, 

--Gentlemen, this *is one of the most “ hiiitkelf, .the instrument of introducing 

scandalous’'and abominable libels that " such men into a cabinet of government, 
ever came before an English jury. Is it " If any one man could be found, of whom 
possible that noble lord should have so far " a young, but unhappy victim of the 
taken, leave of his former character as to "justly offended laws of hte country, had, 
be guilty of the corruption with which he " in the moment of his conviction and 
is here charged ? The libel professes to " sentence, uttered the following apos- 
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*' trophe—‘ That viper ! whom Ay father 
" * nourished ! He it was from whose lips 
" ‘ 1 first imbibed those principles and 
" * doctrines, which now by their effects 
"' drag me to my grave ; and he it is 
" ‘ who is now brought forward as my pro- 
" * secutor, and* who by an unheard of 
" * exercise of thij prerogative, has wan- 
*' * tonly lashed, with a speechlo evidence, 
"‘the dying son of his former friend, 
" * when that dying son had produced.no 
" * evidence, had made no defence, but, 
“ * on the contrary, had acknowledged the 
** * charge, and had submitted to his fate/ 

“--Lord Kenyon would have turned 

“ with horror from such a scene, in which, 
" although guilt was in one part to be 
" punished, yet in the whole drama, jus- 
** tice was confounded, humanity outrage 
" ed,*and loyalty insulted.”-Gentle¬ 

men, this passage alludes, as I shall 
presently shew you, to Mr. Plunkett, 
the present Solicitor General of Ireland. 
It charges my Lord Redesdale with 
having improperly introduced that gen¬ 
tleman into the government of Ireland, 
and accuses tljp said Solicitor General with 
having madf an improper speech on the 
trial of Mr. Emmett for high treason. As 
to the slautjf r upon the Solicitor General 
of Ireland, that learned gentleman has 
not made it the subject of a criminal 
charge, but has commenced a civil pro¬ 
secution against Mr. Cobbctt, thereby af¬ 
fording him an opportunity of justifying 
and proving the truth of what he has pub¬ 
lished. Gentlemen, o the whole of this 
passage is a most grosslibel upon my Lord 
Redesdale, and not merely upon my Lord 
Redesdale, but upon the *wole Irish go¬ 
vernment. He says, that “ Lord Kenyon 
would have turned with horror from such 
a scone.” What scene ? The scene of 
the trial of Mr. Emmett, that traitor, who 
was the heart and fountain of that bloody 
rebellion. Yet he says, that Lord Kenyon 
would have turned with horror from such 
a scene! Gentlemen, am I Tto be called 
upon to make any comments on a passage 

so infamous as this is ?-He goes on to 

■ay ; " of-Lord Kenyon, therefyre, (Cam- 
“ bricus must well know) it never could 
*< have been believed, that he himself 
« would lead such a character fyward, 
introduce him to the ftwour «Jf a deceived 
*» Sovereign, clothe him in robes, and load 
•< him with the emoluments of office. Lord 
« Kenyon must have known <hat a noble 
** Duke, for having toasted at a drunken 
«( club, in, a common tavern, to a noisy 
$* rabble, ‘ the sovereignty of the people * 
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" was struck, by Uis Majesty’s command, 
" out of the privy council, and deprived of 
" all his offices both civil and military. 
" If, therefore, any man were to be found, 
“ who not at a drunken club, or to a 
" brawling rabble, but in a grave and 
" high assembly; not in the character of an 
“ inebriated toast master, but in that of a 
" sober constitutional lawyer, ,had insisted 
" on the sovereignly of the people as q. first 
"principle.of the English law; and had 
" declared, that by law an appeal lay 
“ from the decision of the tellers of the 
" Houses of Parliament, to that of the 
“ • tellers bf the nation and that if a parti- 
" cular law were disagreeable to the peo- 
" pie, however it might have been enacted 
“ with all royal and parliamentary soletn- 
1 "nity, nevertheless, it was not binding, 
" and the people by the general law were 
" exempted from obdUience to such a par- 
“ tfcular law, because the people were the 
" supreme and ultimate judges of what 
" was for their own benefit.—Lord Ken- 
" yon, if lie had been Chancellor in any 
“ kingdom in Europe, would have shrunk 
" from recommending any such man to 
" the favour of a Monarch, while there 
" yet remained a shadow of'tnonarchy-i , i- 
" sible in the world.” Thereby intimat¬ 
ing, that, knowing the character of that* 
gentleman, my Lord Redesdale had, never¬ 
theless, recommended him to the favour of 
the Sovereign, and to the situation he holds 
under the government of Ireland. But, 
gentlemen, the libel does not stop here; 
it goes on to say :• “ it was said of Lord 
" Kenyon that he loved money. If so, 
" lie loved his own money only, and not 
" the money of any other man. Lord 
" Kenyon therefore, as Chancellor, never 
“ would have made any rule or order by 
" the effects of which, the secretary of a 
“ Mastef of the Rolls would be deprived 
" of all fees, for the purpose of throwing 
" all those fees into the hands of the se- 
" vetary to the Chancellor,, the better to 
" enable that secretary to discharge the 
** pension of some unknown annuitant on 
" his official profits.” Thereby imputing 
to Lord Redesdale, that he fotfed the 
money of other men, and that he corrupt¬ 
ly ordered the fees of the secretary of the 
Master of the Rolls to.be given to his own 
secretary, the betffcr to enab]p him to pay 
a pension to an unknown annuitant; when, 
in truth. Lord Redesdale did not so much 
as appoint his own secretary, but conti¬ 
nued the gentleman who filled that office 
under his predecessor, my Lord Clare.— 
He goes on: “ the professional pride and 
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•• the. inborn honour of Lord Kenyon, 
«* would never have suffered him to enter 
•< into a combination to sap, by under- 
*< hand means, the independence of his 
« brethren the judges. He never would 
« have suffered the great seal in his hands 
« to be used for the purpose of garbling 
« the bench, in order to gratify those 
“ who might be contented publicly to 
*« eulogize that government, which pri- 
*' vatety they must have despised.” litre, 

gentlemen, the mask is throwifaside.-- 

•* Nor would lie have employed any of his 
« leisure in searching into offices for prac- 
*• tices, by which he might harrajs the do- 
« mestic arrangements of others, whose 
«' pride and whose iptegrity would not 
•• bend to his views; and thus double the 
" vigour of liis attack by practising on 
•• the hopes of some, and endeavouring to 
•• work upon the fears of others.” Here, 
he directly charges Lord Redesdale with 
employing his leisure in searching into 
offices for practices, by which he might 
harrass the domestic arrangements of those 
■whose pride and integrity would not bend 
to his views. And 1 ask you, gentlemen, 
whether crimes in a judge, more gross or 
more abominable than those thus attribut- 
ed’Ui my Lord Redesdale, could possibly 
have an existence r—Gentlemen, such are 
the passages which I have selected for 
your consideration, from a mass of others 
equally libellous. I have taken them 
from the third and fourth Letters of Ju- 
verna, though any one letter of the series 
would have shewn you the libellous spirit 
with which they were written. I atn not 
at all aware what sort of defence it is in¬ 
tended to be set up for Mr. Cobbett. 
Perhaps it may be said, that the Defendant 
was only concerned in- the publication, 
»nd not in the composition of this libel. 
But, gentlemen, Mr. Cobbett must either 
be the author, or the vehicle of the libel 
of another man; and he that makes public 
the libel of another man, is as guilty as if 
he were the writer of it himself. The in¬ 
clination of my opinion is, that Mr. Cob¬ 
bett is not the author; but this is no miti¬ 
gation of his guilt. I have told you that I 
have selected the passages from two letters 
published at different periods ; and I l*ave 
b«en induced to do so, in order to con¬ 
vince you, that the publication was not a 
careless act, but that the crime was re¬ 
peated with the utmost deliberation. 
Nay, gentlemen; I may go farther, and 
tell you, that the malice of Mr. Cobbett in 
these publications has been manifested in 
un uncommon degree; for since his at- 
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tention h|S been called to this subject, and 
even down to Tuesday last, Mr. Cobbett, 
finding that the public curiosity was very 
much turned to ti&se libels, and that it 
was a lucrative business, has suffered the 
sale of these very publications which are 
l the subject of this prosecution, uninter. 
ruptedly to go on. I, therefore, appre¬ 
hend, that no excuse cart be found for Mr. 
Cobbett in this case; nor can he be called, 
with any propriety, the mere editor of 
these libels. If he is the author, every 
one will admit that he must be answer- 
able for them in point of law. And if he 
is not the author, he is equally answerable, 
or rather more so, in point of morals, for 
being the publisher, under the particular 
circumstances of the case.—-Gentlemen, 
.Mr. Cobbett either is, or conceives himself 
to be, the ablest, best and most consum¬ 
mate politician, and the most pure and dis¬ 
interested editor of a newspaper, the world 
ever saw. He either is, or believes him¬ 
self, beyond the ordinary rank of man¬ 
kind, and that, therefore, there should be 
considerable indulgence shewn to a man 
of this description for thinking meanly of 
those who grovel so much* below him; 
but the difficulty is in justifying him in 
holding forth others to contempt, because 
they are not equal to himself. Gentlemen, 
who is Mr. Cobbett ? Is he a man of fa¬ 
mily in this country ? Is he a man writing 
purely from motives of patriotism? Sluis 
homo hie ett ? Quo patre natus ? He seems 
to imagine himself a species of censor, who, 
elevated to the solemn seat of judgment, is 
to deal about bis decisions for the instruc¬ 
tion of mankind, lie casts his eye down¬ 
ward, like the .character represented by 
the poet of nature, from Dover Cliff; and 
looks upon the inferior world below as pig¬ 
mies beneath him. Perhaps, in the proud 
contemplation of his own abilities, he sup¬ 
poses he is not to submit to the laws and 
institutions adapted to the vulgar herd of 
society; but, gentlemen, whatever may 
be our inclination to forgive what comes 
from 3 »ch a censor, I am afraid we must 
be content to consider him, in this Court, 
as a common being, and to subjqt* him to 
the usual restrictions which he will admit 
to be accommodated only to our inferior 
capacities.—‘Gentlemen, it is not easy to 
dive intU another man’s mind. But I will 
suppose a case, that these publications are 
the work of some person who imputes cor¬ 
rupt rnqtivcs, to government, because be 
. himself was disappointed id a system of 
his own, and who libels government for 
corruption, when the absence of that cor- 


CORBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 



Ml] JUNE 

roptiou i* the true cause of the complaint, 
Supposing, 1 say, this to be the case, what 
can be the excuse for such a man ? What 
can be the excuse for slander originating 
in motives of this nature? I do not say that 
these publications do.originate in such mo¬ 
tives, because I cannot prove it. I wish I 
could ; for, in that case’, the prosecution 
certainly should not*stop here. • 

WITNESSES ON THE PART OF THE CROWN. 

Mr. Barry, from the StSmp-Office, pro¬ 
duced the affidavit filed in the office, with 
the names of Cox and Baylis, as the prin¬ 
ters, No. 73, Great Queen-street; R. Bag- 
shaw, the publisher, Bow-sircet, (Movent- 
garden; and William Cobbeti, 13, Duke- 
street, St. Catherine’s, Westminster, as 
the sole proprietor of the Weekly Politi¬ 
cal Register.—Mr. Adam, for the Defen¬ 
dant, took two objections to this part of 
the evidence; the one was, that the hand¬ 
writing of Mr. Cobbett was not proved, 
and the other that the place of his resi¬ 
dence was not properly described, there 
being no such situation as appeared on 
the face of the affidavit The proof was 
immediately civen by the witness, who 
said he saw tlte affidavit signed, and the 
latter objection was over-ruled by his 
Lordship, this being the description given 
of his residence by the Defendant him- 
8 elf. 

Mr. Henry Fallowfield was then called 
to pvoduce the letters patent under which 
Lord llaidwicke, and the other great offi¬ 
cers were appointed, when the witness was 
stopped by the admission of the Defendant 
of the offices being so held by the persons 
so named in the information.* 

Mr. Walter Prober, anil Mr. James El- 
kington were examined by Mr. Dallas and 
Mr. Abbot, and gave testimony to the 
purchase of the Weekly Political Register, 
containing these libels, at Mr. Bagshaw’s, 
in Bow'-street, and»at Mr. Budd’s, another 
agent of the Defendant, at the Crown and 
Mitre, Pall-mall. 

Mr. Adam .—1 hope, my Lord, I shall be 
permitted to read parts from the whole 
corresponded^, not only the letters on 
the affairs of Ireland, Nos. 3 and 4, quoted 
in the information, but the whole series of 
No. 1 to No. 5. • 

Lord Ellenborough . — You cannot read 
them unless they are virtually incorpo* 
rated by some reference. 

Mr. Losuten now read in evidfenee’the 
several passages wliich will be found in 
the Information. 
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Mr. Crowe examined by Mr. Erskim. 

a. Who do you understand by the 
Cambridgeshire Lari? a. Lord Hard¬ 
wick®. 

a. And whom by the Chancery pleader? 
f.. Lord Redesdale. 

ft. And whflm by the junior Judge? a. 
Mr. Justice Osborne. 

ft. And whom by the clerk in the Se¬ 
cretary’s office ? a. Mr. Marsden. 

Tilt evidcqpe being closed on the part 
of the Crown, 

Mr. Adam rose and addressed the Court 
as follows: My Lord,and Gentlemm of the 
Jury. I Irtive an anxious duty to dis¬ 
charge ; a duty which presses upon me 
the more heavily, froth the circumstance 
of my not being accustomed, so much as 
wane of my learned friends are, to busi¬ 
ness of this nature, and from my not hav¬ 
ing practised, of late ydhrs,so much at this 
bar ak in other CoiTrts. And the anxiety 
1 fed has, in no degree, been diminished, 
from the manner in which the prosecu¬ 
tion has been conducted, the way in which 
so many honourable characters h »ve been 
introduced and spoken of, and, above all, 
from the. character and situation of the 
person who has entrusted to me the caiW 
of his defence,—Gentlemen, 1 am sure I , 
shall have your serious attention, when I 
state to you, that 1 stand here in behalf of 
a person, whom, though he is accused of a 
serious crime, I can describe to you as a 
good father, an excellent husband, a vir¬ 
tuous subject of the King, and one who 
has uniformly, in alf his conduct, public 
and private, in this country and abroad, 
endeavoured to uphold the true constitu¬ 
tion of Kugland, as by law established—a 
person who is ardeqtly attached to the 
mpnarchical frame of this government, 
and who lias repeatedly stepped forward, 
to the certain loss of his fortune and the 
yfsk of his life, to defend the interests of 
England abroad, and to support the true 
spirit«of the British constitution, and the 
honour and interests of Britain, at home— 
a person who, for twelve long years of 
public life, has never, till the present,mo- 
ment, been once questioned for a libel on 
the government of any country whatever;^ 
has never, even by the worst of his ene¬ 
mies, been accused of being an advocate 
for misrule.—When, therefore, the defence 
of such a man is entrusted to me, I cannot 
but feel great anxiety. 'Nor is that 
anxiety diminished, by the manner in 
which the Attorney General thought pro¬ 
per to address you; nor by those peculiar 
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circumstances of the case* which he stated 
to you with so much delicacy. Enter* 
taining, as 1 do, a proper respect for the 
public characters adverted to in the In* 
formation, it becomes me to discuss the 
allegations with freedom, and, at the same, 
time, with temper and decorum. I should, 
however, ill discharge my duty, if I did 
not enter upon this defence with firmness. 
And I am sure his Lordship will go along 
with me in saying, that we ought to treat 
the persons alluded to in the publications, 
not as private individuals, but as persons 
composing the government of Ireland. 
This is the real state of the question you 
have to try. It is not an Information filed 
for the personal vindication of the indivi¬ 
duals, or for private retribution of justice, 
but is to justify public agents, in order to 
exonerate the Irish government from the 
charges made or implied in this publica¬ 
tion.—Gentlemen, the question theri, for 
you to try, is this, and to which you will 
apply your minds seriously, what was the 
intention, quo animo was this publication 
made ? It has beqn stated to you, that this 
publication was sold so late as Tuesday 
last; and this was brought for the purpose 
c£ shewing the disposition and intention 
of the person accused.—Gentlemen, the 
question of intention was. for a long time, 
excluded from the consideration of the 
Jury ; but since this jurisdiction has been 
acknowledged by a Declaratory Act, the 
law has been clearly understood. It took 
place in the 32d of his Majeity’s reign, 
and is entitled, “ l\n Act to remove 
Doubts respecting the Functions of Juries 
in Cases of Libel.” This statute enacts 
and declares, that on every trial for this 
offence, the Jury may give a general ver¬ 
dict of guilty or not guilty, upon the whole 
matter, and shall not be required to find 
the defendant guilty, merely &n proof Of 
publication, hut may enter into the sense* 
which the matter alledged to be libellous 
may aorrectly bear. You are, therffore, 
gentlemen, now invested with complete 
jurisdiction. An investigation of the con¬ 
duct of public characters is the great and 
essential privilege of Englishmen. It has 
been said by Mr. Hume, that this liberty 
arose with the revolution, and that, “ as 
“ our right is founded on this liberty, so 
“ will our Jiberties be*iost with this right.” 
The liberty of the press has ever been 
held as one of the first principles of the 
constitution ; but the controul which the 
'Attorney General is desirous of putlihg 
upon it, would go to extinguish that liberty 
for ever. The controul which he wishes 


to fettef it with, is this. He says he is no 
enemy to a lair and free discussion of 
public character, provided it be done 
with decency and decorum. Upon this 
point I am at issue with the Attorney Ge¬ 
neral. For, if the doctrine here laid down 
were to be admitted, there would be an 
end to all vigorous qnd manly writings. 
We should henceforward have no standard 
to appeal to ; because, what might appear 
decent in the opinion of one Attorney Ge¬ 
neral, might appear ungentlemanlike and 
scurrilous in the opinion of another; and 
thus, the freedom of discussion relative to 
public men and public measures would 
depend, not upon a point of right, but 
upon the taste of the Attorney General.— 
Gentlemen, these observations arc material 
for your consideration; they are material 
on every account; both as applying to 
that invaluable privilege, the liberty of 
the press, and as applying, as I hope you 
will find it apply, to the manly character 
of the gentleman whose cause I am now 
pleading, c And, I trust, after you have 
heard what 1 shall have to address to you, 
you will be of opinion that 1 have not en¬ 
tertained that hope in vaip, but that, in 
your discernment and justice, I shall have 
that verdicL for the Defendant which will 
relieve him and his family from the dis¬ 
tress which now hangs over them. In the 
course of what I am about to say, I shall 
necessarily have to follow the example of 
the Attorney General in repeating many 
of the passages which have been read to 
you already. Ttjis is a duty we all have 
to discharge here; and I am sure you will 
listen to them with the attention they de¬ 
serve. TheSre is not a doubt, and 1 shall 
shew it you, that the production complain¬ 
ed of was written after one of the most ex¬ 
traordinary and melancholy events that 
can possibly take place in any country. 
It originated and is founded upon the ca¬ 
lamitous events which tqok place in Dub¬ 
lin on the 23d of July last. It is a de¬ 
scription of that event, and was sent for 
publication to the person who is now 
under prosecution. Mr. Attorney General 
says, that, whether Mr. Cebbett is the 
author, or whether he is merely the pub¬ 
lisher, he is equally culpable. For my 
own part, I am fully convinced that Mr. 
Cobuett ft not the author of this publica¬ 
tion ; but, whether he is or is not, you are 
to try it entirely by its own intrinsic 
merits. *’ But,” says Mr. Attorney Ge¬ 
neral, “ you have half*evidence, that a 
“ person bought the papers in Pall Mall 
“ and in Bow Street, down to the very 
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" day of the trial.” This is vet^r true, 
gentlemen, but you have had no evidence 
that Mr. Cobbett had any share in the 
publication of them. The witness merely 
stated, that the papers were sold by two 
persons; not that thqy were sold by Mr. 
Cobbett. — Mr. jAltorney General has 
thought proper to enter into a long pane¬ 
gyric on the political merits of the Earl of 
Ilardwickc. Now, I must say, that I con¬ 
ceive the Attolhey General has no right 
to give you his private*opinion of the 
merits of the Earl of Hardwicke, or of any 
servant of the crown, seeing that, from his 
official situation, I should stand on unequal 
grounds, if I were to state my opinion in 
opposition to the opinion of his Majesty’s 
Attorney General. You must, therefore, 
discard all such evidence from your 
minds, and solely decide upon the merits 
of the case, from the evideftce which you 
have already heard, and from that which 
I shall presently call to the character and 
conduct of the present defendant. And 
this circumstance now leads me, very 
shortly, to state for your consideration, a 
few facts and observations relative to the 
character of the*person before you. My 
learned friend has, in a vein of irony, al¬ 
luded to Mr. Cobbctt’s “ illustrious de¬ 
scent.” Gentlemen, Mr. Cobbett docs 
not merit such allusions: Mr. Cobbett is 
no vain boaster * lie does not boast, and 
has never boasted, of his pretensions in 
that respect. Mr. Cobbett is a person 
who, for a long period of time, both in 
America and in this country, has dis¬ 
charged the duties of a public writer ; a 
station, which is one of the most important 
in the community, and if a qpan conducts 
himself in it with talent and with integrity, 
and according to the strict principles of the 
constitution, is also one of the most respec¬ 
table and most honourable. To prove to 
you, that Mr. Cobbett has not .boasted of 
his high descent, I"will quote you a pas¬ 
sage from one of his publications printed in 
America, where, on account of Jhe slanders 
that were heaped on him, because he stood 
forward in defence of his country, he was 
compelled, iq some sort, to publish a sketch 
of his life, in which sketch he con¬ 
cludes the description of his birth and pa¬ 
rentage with saying: “ if from nfy ances- 
" tors I derive no honour, I derivS no 
« shame.” He was, as he there states, tlys 
■on of a farmer, and the grandson of a day- 
labourer. He had no education but what 
was acquired in*4he hours of relaxation 
from the toils of the field. He there says, 
and greatly to bis honour, that he cannot 
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remember the time when be did not earn 
his living. His father’s house he quitted 
at a very early age. He has been in many 
parts of the world; constantly acquiring 
information, constantly walking in the 
Dath of integrity and honour, and con¬ 
stantly a strenuous defender of his country, 
againstall herenemies. In several branches 
of science, and those not of the least diffi¬ 
cult, he has shewn himself capable of ex¬ 
celling, notwithstanding he has had no aid 
from others, and is self-taught even in the 
grammar of his native language, that lan¬ 
guage which he uses with a degree of 
acuteness, precision, and force,, rarely to 
be met with in the writings of his contem¬ 
poraries. Without any other guide than 
the purity and firmness of his own mind, 
bfi became, in a foreign country, and at a 
most critical juncture, the champion, the 
almost sole defender o£ the interests and 
honour of his country; and, this course of ‘ 
conduct he can be proved to have pursued 
during the whole of his political life.—. 
Gentlemen, would not this species of cha¬ 
racter, which I could trace back to the 
hour when Mr. Cobbett* left his father’s 
house.. 

Lord Ellemborouch.— I conclude yoy^ 
mean this only as evidence to general cha¬ 
racter; as such, I have no objection to 
your taking a free range. 

Mr. Adam. —I will draw your atten¬ 
tion, gentlemen, to another passage or two 
of the publication from which I have al¬ 
ready quoted. Mr. Cobbett says: “ to be 
“ descended from anillustrious family cer- 
“ taiuly reflects honour on any man, in 
“ spite of the sans-culotte principles of 
“ tlie present day. This is, however, an 
“ honour that 1 haye no pretension to. All 
“ that I can boast of,* in my birth, is, that 
" 1 was born in Old Englaud; the country 
‘^whence came the men who explored 
,'%and settled North America; the country 
" of Penn, and of all those, to whom this 
" country is indebted. With respect to 
“ my ancestors, I shall go no further back 
fi than my grandfather, and for this plain 
" reason, that I never heard talk of any 
" prior to him. He was a day-labourer, 
“ and l have heard my father say, that he 
“ worked for one farmer, from the day of 
" his marriage to that of his death, up- 
•' wards of forty years.” Now, gentle¬ 
men, was it proper to insinuafe to you, 
that Mr. Cobbett is a person, of expessive 
vanity*, of disgusting ostentation on the to¬ 
pic of his birth ? He describes his father 
; as a farmer in moderate circumstances, 

I and himself as one who was destined to 
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earn his bread by the sweat of his brow. 
Ami, you will observe well, gentlemen, 
that he sever has, in any part of his vo¬ 
luminous productions, ever uttered one 
phrase, expressive of contempt for rank, 
dignity, or birth ; but has, on the contrary, 
always been thechampionof the privileged 
orders, and, of course, the strenuous oppo- 
ser of every democratical institution.—I 
beg leave to trouble you, gentlemen, with 
oue more quotation. " People/’ says Mr. 
Cobbett, "may say what they please about 
“ the misery of the French peasantry, 
•• under the old form of government; 1 have 
" conversed with thqusands of*those pea- 
" sanis, not one of whom did not regret 
" the change. I have not room here to go 
“ into an inquiry into the causes that have 
** led these people to become the passive 
“ instruments, the slaves, of a set of ty- 
*' rants, such as the world never saw be- 
•' fore; but, 1 venture to predict, that 
" sooner or later, they will return to that 
** form of government, under which they 
" were happy, and under which only they 
“ ever can be so again.” I have read this 
passage, gentlemen, in order to satisfy 
you, that Mr. Cobbettis not only the friend" 
of good government in this, but in every 
other country. Mr. Cobbett is no party 
writer, but he writes purely from a spirit 
and principle of his own. And if those 
whom he supports should think proper to 
take leave of their principles, they would 
soon find Mr. Cobbett take leave of them. 
You have before you a person Writing on 
public affairs, without? any controul. Mr. 
Cobbett, gentlemen, has no controul of 
ursa hanging over him. Whoever may 
ave been the author of the libel in ques¬ 
tion, Mr. Cobbett in publishing it has not 
suffered his general character to be injured 
by it. It is impossible to impute to Mr. 
Cobbett any deviation from those princfll 
pies upon which he has uniformly acted.-* 
Now, gentlemen, let us examine a little 
the publication before us. It consists-of a 
series of letters written on the subject of 
the insurrection in Ireland of the 23d of 
July last. The writer avows his object to 
be ,r <be support of good government in 
Ireland, and the removal of the present 
administration.” Now, gentlemen, I hum¬ 
bly submit to yon that this is a fair and 
legitimate object. I have further to sub¬ 
mit to you, that this is not a question of 
judicial malversation. In those parts of 
the libel which relate to my Lord Redes- 
dale, there is no ground whatever f& r 
drawing that inuendo. Yon will see that 
there are two judicial characters intro* 
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duced, Lord Redesdale and Mr. Jas-' 
lice Osborne. Throughout the whole 
publication you will not find any matter 
stated relating to the distribution ofjostice. 
The libel on Mr. Justice Osborne relates 
entirely to his political and not his judicial 
character. The whole'applies to. Mr. 
Justice Osborne as addressing a Grand 
Jury ; and it is well known that addresses 
to Grand Juries have frequently been 
made the subject of public rniiinadversion. 
There is a wonderful difference between 
calling in question the charge of a Judge 
to a Grand Jury and attacking him in the 
seat of justice. — Gentlemen, the same 
observations apply generally to my Lord 
Redesdale.—With respect to Lord Hard- 
wicke, it is almost unnecessary for me to 
tell you, that what is said of his lordship is 
entirely in his Dolitical character.—I shall 
now shortly call your attention to the dif¬ 
ferent parts of the libel, but, before 1 do so, 
I am anxious to make one observation. 
You will perceive, that the object of this 
publication is a public one, that it has for 
its object the finding fault with the conduct 
of those who are at the head of the govern¬ 
ment in Ireland ; that it has. for its object 
the removal of that government, and that 
it expresses an anxious desire that that 
government should be placed in the hands 
of those who are able, by their abilities 
and their firmness, to put a period to the 
rebellion. In every part of the publica¬ 
tion, the conduct of the rebels is held up 
to the severest reprobation ; and when you 
consider that the tenor of the publication 
agrees with the general conduct of the 
defendant for twelve long years, both in 
this country 'Und in America, I am sure, 
gentlemen, you will pause, before yon 
consent to attribute to him the motives 
with which he is charged in the informa¬ 
tion. Gentlemen, the first part of ' the 
1 libel is what relates to my Lord Ilard- 
wicke. It represents the head of his Ex¬ 
cellency to be a wooden one, and intimates 
that he is an improper person to be at the 
head of the Irish government. Now, Mr. 
Attorney General tells us, that Ireland is 
better provided with fleets’ 1 and with 
armies, than it ever was at any former 
period. It may be true, that Ireland has a 
larger army and more numerous fleets 
than at anjr former period, but I submit to 
yeu, that it is perfectly fair, in a free 
country like this, to descant on the fit¬ 
ness tor urffitness of public men for the 
situations they hold. ’ Jt merely says,. 
" you have supplied us with fleets, you. 
have supplied us with armies, but you 
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bare not supplied us with a proper person 
at the head of the government.” If we 
look round to public characters, wc shall 
find that there has been no minister, or 
member of Parliament, who has not, at 
times, been the object of public aniinad-, 
version. But iy these cases you are bound 
to prove the bad^ disposition wich which 
the libel was written, you Are bound to 
prove the maltis unimut of it. And if we 
read on, pt shall find, in the second ex* 
tract, that, so far from*its deserving to be 
considered in the light which JMFr. Attorney 
General lus stated to you, there cannot be 
a higher description of any man, than the 
one here given to my Lord Hardwicke. 
The writer says, " Inquiry and research 
" are the duty and the resource of the ig- 
noraut, and therefore I did inquire. The# 
“ result of no small attention bestowed in 
“ this pursuit was, that ^discovered of our 
" viceroy, that be was in rank an earl, in 
" manners a gentleman, in inorals a good 
“ lather and a kind husband.” Here then, 
Lord Hardwicke is. held ug as having all 
those good qualities which every one who 
has the happiness of being acquainted 
with his lordship are ready to allow him. 
He goes on to state, “ that he had a good 
" library in St. James’s Square, and that 
“ he further learned from a Mr. Lindsay, 
“ that rny Lord Hardwicke was celebrated 
“ for understanding the modern method 
“ of fattening a sheep as well as any man 
" in Cambridgeshire.” I submit to you, 
gentlemen, that if Loitl Hardwicke is 
merely held up as a feeder of sheep, in ad¬ 
dition to all those private virtues, it is im¬ 
possible for you to say, that the object of this 

f iublicalion is to destroy the government of 
reiand. No, gentlemen; it was written 
with the impression, that Ireland possess¬ 
ing those numerous fleets and those ini-' 
mense armies, ought also to have a persona 
of great political character at the head 
ber government; and that, as my Lord 
Hardwicke was not a political character in 
his own country, he was, therefore, not a 

E roper person to be sent over to Ireland, 
t means, that you oug^t to have sent 
over a tnan of a political mind, one 
who by the powers of that mind, was 
capable of giving efficacy to all tbe ope¬ 
rations of government. Gfcntlemen, is 
not this the plain intent and meaning of 
the passage ? I, therefore, humbly submit 
to you, that taken by itself, it can.nevei 
be supposed to be a libel to the conviction 
of Mr. CobbAl:—The next passage begins* 
thus: “ Suppose that, by some unfortunate 
“ combination of events, this little Island 
Vol. V. 
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" should be deeply shaken by-insurrection 
" within, and should be loudly menaced 
" by invasion from without. Suppose a 
" powerful fleet of the enemies of the Bri- 
“ tish name lay to windward, filled with 
“ troops for landing, while a desperate 
“ band of ruffians were secretly arming in 
" its bosom, ready to aid the landing of a 
“ foreign enemy.”—Now, gentlemen, I do * 
conjure you to consider attentively this 
part of the subject. The writer is suppos¬ 
ing Ireland to be deeply shaken by insur¬ 
rection within and loudly menaced by in¬ 
vasion from without. He then holds them 
! out as a desperate band of .ruffians; so 
that when be contemplates the rAels, he 
brands them with the epithet of ruffians. 
The writer then goes on to say : “ Suppose 
“ in this distress, u committee of West-India 
•*' proprietors, whose money hftd been vest- 
" ed in this little ialand, should apply to 
| “Doctor Addington for assistance: and 
" suppose he were to rise up, and to desire 
" them to quit their apprehensions, for that 
“ he bad entrusted the care of their island 
** to a very eminent sheep feeder from. 

” Cambridgeshire, who was to be as- 
“ sisted in all his councils by a very able 
! “ and strong built chancery pleader from 
“ Lincoln’s Inn.” Now, gentlemen, this . 
certainly is a ridicule, and ridicule, I coiv- 
tend,is a weapon which may be fairly and 
honourably employed, especially when it 
is in the true spirit of English humour, and 
for an object purely of a public nature. 
The bellowing of nick-names is a practice 
to which Englishmen are peculiarly ad¬ 
dicted. Wc have all heard of Carlo Khan 
with the India-House on his back, and of 
the Cojossus of the North represented with 
one foot on Berwick Bridge and the other 
on the Orkneys. • In the present instance. 
Lord Hardwicke is again represented as a 
person devoted to agricultural pursuits— 

Lord Ellenborough. Do you maintain 
that a person has a right to ridicule his 
neighbour ? 

*Mr. Adam. This is an information for 
a public libel, and not for private ridicule. 

Lord Ellenborough. I suppose you 
have some authority. I do not wish to re- 
str|iu your arguments, but it is a doctrine 
which never was and never can be main¬ 
tained. 

Mr. Adam, after going at length into the 
various passages commented upon by the 
Attoroey.Generai,and contending that they 
merely contained ridicule, and’were writ¬ 
ten with the fair view of procuring the re¬ 
moval of what the author considered the 
inefficient servants of the crown, con- 
d . ’ 



851 ] COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. [85a 

eluded hit speech in the following words: government than bis own ? a. I cannot 
Gentlemen; I have now gone through the answer for that. 

several parts of the publication. I know ft. Is he not a man likely to libel a go- 
that in your justice and your wisdom you vernmenl he was not living under ? a. He 
will deal uprightly with my client. In might be induced to do it. Mr. Cohbettia 
the course of my address to you, I took a gentleman possessing an ardent mind, and 
occasion to allude to the evidence which I he might be induced to liboi a government 
should call in behalf of the defendant. I under which he was not living—always ex- 
o»now that evidence can only be received cepting his tftvn. 

as to general character. But, 1 tnist, in Lord, Henry Stewart examined by Mr < 
the present case, it will be admissible, in Richardson. *. 

order to rebut the charge of endeavouring Q. I believe your lordship resided with 
to overthrow the government of Ireland. Mr. Liston whilst he was British minister 
Gentlemen ; I shall prove to you by Ixrd in America ? a. I did. 

Henry Stewart, who wgs acquainted with ft. Were you acquaihted with Mr. Cob- 
Mr. Cobbett in America, and by several bett there ? a. I knew him well, 
gentlemen of the first ‘respectability who q. Will your lordship have the goodness 
have known him ever since his return to to state what you know of him? a. He is 
this country, that the whole tenor of his n man the most devotedly attached to the 
life has heei#an adherence to the princi- King, the Royal Family, and to every 
pies of good government, and to the Eng- branch of the Constitution, 
lish cause. Now, gentlemen, of what "is The Right Honourable William Windham 
Mr. Cobbett accused ? Of sending a libel examined by Mr. Richardson. 

into the world, calculated to overturn the q. How long have you been acquainted 

g overnment of Ireland as by law esta- with the defendant, Mr. Cobbett? a. 

lished j and, consequently, the species of Ever since hisreturn to this country, which 
evidence I am about to produce, must have was, 1 believe, in 1800 . 
a considerable effect; inasmuch as it w ill a. Dui ing that time, what ha? been your 
sheqr« thatthe defendant is incapable of the opinion of him with respect to his loyalty 
crime attributed to him. Gentlemen; I, and attachment to the Constitution ? a. I 
leave the cause in your hands, confident can speak of him much to the same effect 
that the verdict of an upright Jury of in- as the last witness. I should consider him 
dependent Englishmen, will acquit the de- as a person of an attachment quite devoted 
fendant of the criminality imputed to him, to the King and Constitution of this country, 
and relieve him and his family from the Lord Minto examined by Mr. Adam. 
distress which at piesent hangs over them. ft. You have been acquainted, my lord, 
witnesses ON the t'ART of the w ith the defendant ?, a. Ever since my 

defendant. return to this country in 1801 . 

Mn. Liston examined by Mr. Richardson. q. Will your lordship slate what you 
u. I believe. Sir, you held the situation know of him? h. I am perfectly satisfied, 
of British minister in America? a. I did; with the former witnesses, that he is de- 
from the year 1790 to 1800. cidedly attached both to the Sovereign and 

q. Were you personally acquainted with the Constitution of this country. 

Mr. Cobbett the defendant ? a. I‘was. M The Right.Honourable Charles Yorke 
ft. Were you acquainted with his general #. examined by Mr. Richardson. 
character and conduct ? a. I was. ft. Have you been long acquainted with 

ft. From your knowledge on that subject, Mr. Cobbett? a. Ever since June 1802. 
what wfts his general character and con- ft. Are you generally acquainted with 
duct ? a. Eminently excellent. his character and conduct ? a, I know 

ft. What was his general character as t'' some particular instances of his conduct, 
loyalty and attachment to the Constitution? which induce me to think that ho is a zea- 
a. That of a zealous defender of the prin- lous supporter of the Monarchy and the 

ciplesoftheConstitution, in all its branches. Constitution. 

Cross-examined by thAttorney General. ft. Have any recent instances occurred 
ft. Is Mr. Cobbett one of the last men tb support your opinion ? a. The parti- 
you know who would publish a libel cular,instances I allude to, took place pre- 
against the government under which he vious to July last, 
lived? a. Bo you mean with regard to John Reeves, Esq. examined by Mr. 
America ? > Richardson.' 

ft. You think, then, that he might be in- a. Are you acquainted with the defen. 
fluced to publish a libel against any other dant, Mr. Cobbett ? a. I am. 
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o.. Have you any particular reasons to 
be acquainted with his character ? a. I 
have. 1 see Mr. Cobbett very frequently. 
Generally two or three times a week. I 
conceive him to be a strong defender of 
the King and Constitution, as by law es^ 
tablished. t 

The evidence .being closed on the part 
of the defendant, * 

The Attokney-Genebal rose in reply, 
and addressed the Coujt to the following 
effect—I hope, gentlemen, it will not be 
necessary for me to lengthen out the at* 
tentiou which you have already given to 
this important subject. I trust, however, 

I shall be permitted to say a few words in 
reply to some parts Of the speech of my 
learned friend. No small portion of that 
speech was taken up with a description of 
Mr.'Cobbett's general character. I have 
no business herewith his general character 
or past life. I have no business to inquire 
whether, when living in America, he was 
a strenuous supporter of the interests of 
Great Britain. There is not one word of 
this information that charges him with a 
contrary ling of conduct. The question is, 
whether this “ ardent minded man/* as 
Mr. Liston described him, has not been 
induced to publish an abominable libel 
against the government of Ireland ? Not a 
tittle of evidence has been brought by 
those respectable gentlemen who appeared 
to his character, to prove the contrary ; 
and, notwithstanding his having formerly 
acted upon different principles, I am en¬ 
titled to say, that ifjie wilfully and know- 
ingly published the letters in question, he 
is as gross a libeller as ever came into a 
court of justice. 1 stated distinctly, that 
I was no enemy whatever to a fair discus¬ 
sion of public men and public measures 
And if the character of the different go¬ 
vernments of this country be considered, I 
am persuaded it will be found, that aBe 
principle of liberality has been extended 
full as much as at any former perio<l. In 
saying this, I take no merit whatever to 
myself. In doing so I was persuaded 1 
was following that line of conduct which 
was useful both to the government and ihe 
people. But, is it to be argued from this, 
because much has been tolerated, that 
therefore, a doctrine so monstrous as that 
which my learned frien^l has laid dofrn 
should be acted upon; namely, that no at¬ 
tack upon governihent ought to be made 
the subjectgjf criminal annnadversion ? I 
say, this is a monstrous proposition ; and 
if it is once supported by the authority of 
a British jury and British lawyers, it will 
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lead to the absolute destruction of the li¬ 
berty of the press.—Gentlemen, 1 cer¬ 
tainly admit that this free discussion of 
public measures should be open and un- 
controled, and not subject to the taste of 
any Attorney-General; but I submit to 
your consideration, whether these passages 
of ridicule in the publication in question 
are libellous or not r The mere circum-'*' 
stance of making any man ridiculous, is a 
decided li^el j and is it to be comended, 
that, because a man is exalted to a public 
situation, be is, therefore, to be libelled 
with impunity ? If, as I said before, this 
libel consisted in,calling Mr. Addington 
“ Doctor Addington," my Lord Hardwicks 
** a sheep iceder,”-or my Lord Redesdale 
“ a chancery pleader," I never should 
have thought of troubling you on sut-h an 
occasion. But, when I see the whole ad- 
ininitiation of a vountry attacked, indi¬ 
vidually and personally, and their cha¬ 
racters held up to the detestation of the 
public, I cannot help concluding, that 
there is an intention to do mischief to the 
government of that country, as well as to 
the lives of all those who live under that 
government. With respect to Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Osborne, will any one pretend to 
say, that it was merely in his political • 
character that he was attacked ? What 
does he mean when he says, “ I may,lbe- 
“ lieve, add, what men also say, that if it 
" were possible the erinined lobe of the 
“ most awful attribute of his Majesty, 

“ should have been wiapped round the acts 
“ of Mr. Marsden, in order to screen them 
“ from public disgrace, we might then look 
“ for another, but not less fatal end to our 
“ liberties, and to our constitution, than 
“ that whic^ rebellion or invasion could 
“ produce." IS not this a dreadful charge 
indeed ? The following passage is to the 
same effect. “ Whatever the present go- 
“ vernment may have manifested, the opi- 
“ nion of that government is known to be 
" influenced by motives very different from 
“ general justice." Is not this a direct 
charge, that the present government of Ire¬ 
land were influenced by motives very dif¬ 
ferent from those of general justice ?—With 
respect to the comparison of the “ wooden 
horse," and the flippancy of •* the sheep- 
feeder from Cambridge shire,” no man alive 
can aay that a character placed in auch an 
exalted situation by bis Sovereign, ought to 
be made the spun oi ridicule.of this sort. 
We are told, that Mr. Cobbett is very fond 
of the monarchy; that is to say, lie would 
strip the mouat chy of all itstifficei*. This 
is the way in which this, “ ardent minded 
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man,” this « moral politician,” would sup- 
portthe government! —But, gentlemen, you 
must not stop here; for the author has not 
stopped here. He says, that “ Lord Ken* 
** yon, therefore, as Chancellor, never would 
" have made any rule or order by the ef- 
“ tects of which, the secretary of the Mas- 
" ter of the Rolls would be deprived of all 
“ fees, for the purpose of throwing all those 
*• tees into the hands of the secretary to the 
" Chancellor, the better to cnabje that sc- 
*' crelary to discharge the pension of some 
" unknown annuitant on nis i fficial profits.” 
Meaning thereby, that Lord itedesdale, as 
Chancellor, has done all this—My*learned 
friend has passed over the last part of the 
libel, which insinuates*, that Lord Redes- 
dale has " employed his leisure in search¬ 
ing into offices for practices, by which he 
might harrass the domestic arrangements 
of others, whose pride find integrity would 
not bend to his views/’ "And how does 
my learned friend leave this? Why, he 
•ays, that you do not know exactly what 
it means. 1 suppose, then, that the 
" spargere voces in vulgum auAiguas‘ > are 
all gone by. But, notwithstanding what 
my learned friend tells you, 1 will venture 
to S 3 £, that it is impossible to ascribe to 
this passage any good meaning, and 1 
trust that you, gentlemen, will have the 
aame sense of its atrocity as 1 have. 
What! because Mr. Cobbett has been 
twelve years before the public without a 
prosecution; because lie has manifested in 
America and elsewhere a spirit of loyalty, 
is he to have a complete indemnity for j 
the publication of such gross libels as 
those before yon ?—Gentlemen, ,1 shall 
not trouble you with any further observa¬ 
tions. The merits of the case are now 
bef ire you. If my lord tells you it is a 
libel, you may still judge of the facts. 
If you think conscientiously that it“is not 
a libel, if you think that this is the way 
that governments are to be treated, you 
will, of course, acquit the defendant. 

Lord Bu.ENBOr.oucu. —Gentlemen of 
the Juiy : The evidence on both sides, 
and the arguments of the counsel being 
now closed, it remains for us to discharge 
the respective duties which the laws of the 
country have cast upon us. I never 
doubl'd that an English, Jury had the right 
of judging in these cases, fiot only of the 
fact of publication, but also of the nature 
and construction of the thing published. 
And the noble person, whose place I so 
’unworthily fill, entertained the same senti¬ 
ments. The Act ot Parliament which has 
been alluded to, is merely declaratory. 
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and, had ft not passed, I should neverthe¬ 
less have submitted the whole case to your 
consideration. On the three following 
points you have to exercise your judg¬ 
ment : first, the preliminary allegations 
and inuendoes;’ next, is to the fact of 
publication; and, thirdly, the quality and 
sense of the thing published, 'i bis is the 
matter at issue. Upon the subject of libel, 
it may lie. as well for me to observe, be¬ 
fore 1 enter upon tly question, that, by the 
law of England, there is no impunity to 
any person publishing anything that is in¬ 
jurious to the feelings and happiness of 
an individual, or prejudicial to the general 
interests of the slate. Gentlemen, the 
law of England is a law of liberty, and, 
consistently with this liberty, we have not 
What is called an imprima'ur: there is no 
such preliminary licence necessary. But, 
if a man publish a paper, he is exposed to 
the penal consequences, as be is in every 
other act, if it be illegal; and it is illegal, 
if it tends to the prejudice of any indivi¬ 
dual. Now, Uteiefore, applying this doc¬ 
trine to the publication before us, the 
question foryour consideratiop is, whether 
this paper is such as would be injurious to 
the individuals, and whether it is calcu¬ 
lated to be injurious to the particular in¬ 
terests of the country ? It ri no new doc¬ 
trine, that if a publication be calculated 
to alienate the affections of the people, 
by bringing the government Into dis- 
csteein, whether the expedient be by ridi¬ 
cule or obloquy, the person so conducting 
himself is exposed to tfie inflictions of the 
law. It is a crime. It has ever been consi¬ 
dered as a crime, whether it be wrapped 
up in one form or*in another. The case of 
the King v. Tutchin, decided in the time 
of Lord Chief Justice Holt, has removed 
all ambiguity from this question; and al¬ 
though, at the period when that case was 
decided, great political contentions existed, 
the matter was not again brought before 
the Judges of tl)e Court by any applica¬ 
tions fora new trial.—Having said thus 
much on the general law of libels, let us 
apply it to the case before us. , It has 
been proved to you, that Mr. Cobbett is 
the sole proprietor of the publication; 
that Lord Ilafdwicke and the other cha¬ 
racters mentioned hold the several offices 
in* Ireland attainted to them; and that 
the publication was Bold by Richard Bag- 
shaw, in Bow-street, Covent Garden, both 
on the dats of publication, ant^ also so late 
down as Tuesday last. The reason of pur¬ 
chasing this second copy on Tuesday last, 
is to show you, that Mr, Cobbett per- 
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severed.in the sale of the libels to the very 
last. Mr. Crowe has proved to you, that 
by the “ Cambridgeshire Karl” was meant 
Lord Hardwicke, and that the appellation 
of “ Chancery Pleader” was intended to 
designate Lord Reflesdale.—Gentlemen, 
the several inuentloes in .the papers being 
thus proved, let us ja little comyder their 
quality and context. The first paper 
begins tint*: “ E'/uo ne credits Teucri, was 
" the advice which, in % dangerous mo- 
" inent, Laocoon gave to the Trojans, it 
" will be remembered that the equus 
“ against whif h that sagacious adviser 
" cautioned his countrymen, was a wooden 
"one. His countrymen.did not regard 
" Laocoon; they received the wooden re- 
“ presentativeof wisdom; they approached 
" it as if it possessed authority and power. 

“ its wooden head towered above their 
" houses. But though the machine itself 
•' was of innoxious wood, the credulous 
" Trojans found its hollow head and ex- 
" alted sides, nothing less than receptacles 
" lor greedy peculators and bltiod-thirsty 
" assassins. The ingenious author of the 
" story did not *iean to confine the lesson, 
“ which it inculcates, to the tale of Troy 
" alone; lie meant to take advantage of 
" the easy metaphorical expression, which, 

*■ by the common assent of mankind, had 
" moulded itself into most languages, and 
" by which a certain species of heads 
(which the moderns have ascertained to 
he a non-conductor of ideas) has been 
" denominated a wooden head. lie meant 
" to caution future nations, not to put trust 
" or confidence in the apparent innocence 
" of any such wooden instrument; and 
" not to suffer themselves t& be lead to 
" exalt it into consequence, nr to pay it 
“ any respect.” Can there, be any other 
meaning by this, than to impress the peo¬ 
ple of Ireland with a contemptible opinion 
of the abilities of Lord Hardwicke ? Anil, 
gentlemen, if that is the meaning and in¬ 
tention of the publication, it is£ libel; for 
no man has a right to rendei*the person 
or abilities of another ridiculous. Not 
only in publications, but if the peace ami 
welfare of’individuals, or of society, be 
interrupted, or even exposed, by types and 
figures, the act, by the law of England, is 
a libel. Then he goes on to say, ^6 that 
« any people who submitted tq^)e. governed 
" by a wooden head, would not find thtfir 
" security in its supposed innoxionsness, 
«* as its hollowness would soon be occupied 
«« by instruments of mischief.” tiub- 
mitted! Is not this instigating the people 
of Ireland to rebellion ? For, in what way. 
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but by acts of open violence, can they' 
avoid "submitting” to the government 
which is set over them ?—Then he goes 
on : " When I found, Sir, this portion of 
“ the kingdom overwhelmed by such con- 
sequences to our property, as the ra- 
" pacity of Mr. Marsden, and his friends, 
" and such consequences to our lives, as 
" the pikes of Mr. Emmett, and his ftiends, 
" have lately produced; when I could 
" trace all these evils as the inevitable 
" issue from the head and body of such a 
'• government as that of Lord Hardwicke, 
" and I am told of his innoxiousness and bis 
“firmness, f still reply the stoi*y of the 
" wooden horse, and 1 shall still, notwith- 
" standing the fate of Laocoon, raise my 
" voice to my countrymen, and cry, Equo 
,f necrcdite Teucri. Not, Sir, that I would 
" be understood literally. 1 do not mean 
to ^assert the head fif my Lord Hard* 

“ wicke is absolutely built of timber. My 
" application, like that of the original au- 
" thor of the tale, is only metaphorical. 
"Yet, at the same time, 1 cannot avoid 
“ suspecting, that if the head of hisLxcel- 
" lency were submitted to the analysis of 
" any such investigator of nature as I*- 
" voisieit, it would be found to contain** 

" superabundant portion of particles of a 
" very ligneous tendency. This, Sir, is the 
" Lord Hardwicke of Doctor Addington, 
against whose government * not a mur- 
" muruf complaint hasbern heard.’—While 
" our property has been subjeetto the plun- 
" der of his clerks, and our persons have 
" been exposed to the pikes of ihe rebels.” 
Now, the libels in this sentence are these : 
tjrst. it is stated, of Mr. Marsden, that he is 
a rapacious man; then the author goes on 
to say, that he c*ul(J trace all the evils 
which the pikes of Mr. Emmett and his 
friends havq lately produced,as the inevita¬ 
ble issue from the head and body of such 
•a government as that of Lord Hardwicke. 
He admits this noble person to be cele¬ 
brated for understanding the modern me¬ 
thod of fattening a sheep as well as any 
man in " Cambridgeshire.” Now, gen¬ 
tlemen, what does this menu? Doesjt not 
clearly mean to infer, that Lord Hardwicke 
is iil-pfaced in his high situation, and ihat 
he is only fit for the common walks of life ? 
—There is another pjrt<*f the libel to which 
I wish to draw your attention* The au¬ 
thor says, " What! Is he one of the*tnbe 
“ of tbe Hoharts, Westinorelattds, and Cam- 
“ dens ? Is he one of that tribe, wh • have 
"^>een sent over to us to be trained up 
" here into politicians, as they tram the 
"Surgeon’s apprentices in the hospitals,' 
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*' by setting them first to bleed the pau- 
•< per patients f Is this the time for a con- 
" tinuiition of such experiments ?” What 
does the whole of this mean ? Is it not 
saying,that Lord Hardwicke was sent oyer 
by his Majesty to the people of Ireland# 
merely to be trained up into a politician, 
as they train surgeon’s apprentices in the 
hospitals, by setting them first to bleed 
the pauper patients ? It is for you to say, 
whether this is not the obvious sense of 
this sentence.—There is one other part of 
the publication to which I am desirous of 
drawing your attention. It relates to the 
impuuiion on Lord . RedesdalA. It says, 
that “ the opinion of the present govern- 
* f ment is known to be influenced by mo- 
" lives very different from general justice.” 
Amongst so many passages of this descript 1 
tion, it is hardly necessary to call your 
attention to particular instances; one or 
two more I shall, however, briefly mention. 
u With what amazement,” says he, “ the 
** grand* jury must have received such a 
** broadside, poured upon the truth of the 
" fact, I cannot, as I was not present, 
" know; but I can very well imagine 
*' what the feelings of ‘23 well*informed 
"gentlemen must have been.” Is it to 
be endured, that it should be said of any 
person, but more especially of a person 
sitting in the capacity of a judge, that he 
had poured a broadside upon the truth of 
the fact ? Then it goe6 on; " in truth, 
" they say, that, except as to momentary 
** effects, rebellion and invasion might be 
“ viewed with indifference, if it «an be 
" supposed, that the stained hands of a 
“ petty clerk had been washed in the very 
“ fountain of justice.” Is not tiffs saying, 
that rebellion and invasion may be viewed 
with indifference ? And is not the who]e 
of the sentence connected with what was 
said before ?—It then says, " It was sai<| 
*• of Lord Kenyon, that he loved money, 
“ if so, he loved his own money only, and 
“ not the money of any other man.” 
Which is saying, as was observed to you 
before, that Lord Redesdale is fond of the 
money of other men.—The last passage I 
shall call to your attention is this ; “ Lord 
*' Kenyon, therefore, as Chanceilor/»never 
" would have made any rule or order, by 
*' the effects of wb«£h, the secretary of a 
“ Master of the Rolls*would be deprived 
" of all fees, for the purpose of throwing all 
“ those fees into the hands of ttie secretary 
" to the Chancellor, the better to enable 
•• that secretary to discharge the peA- 
*• sion of some unknown annuitant on his 
“ official profits.” Contrasting Lord Ken* 


* 

yon whh Lord Redesdale, this passage 
clearly imports, that Lord Redesdale, as 
Chancellor, did make a rule or order, by 
the effects of which, the secretary to the 
Master .of the Rolls was deprived of all bis 
fees, for the purpose of throwing those fees 
into the hands pf the ^secretary to the 
Chancellor, the better^o enable that secre¬ 
tary to discharge the pension of some un¬ 
known annuitant ori his official profits.— 
Gentlemen, such,, is the evidence of the 
publication before you. It is to speak for 
itself in its plain sense. The question 
for you to consider, if it can be a question, 
is, whether these libels (when 1 call them 
libels, I am anticipating your decision) are 
capable of any other construction than 
what has been put upon them ? It has 
been stated of the defendant, that he is a 
self-taught politician. Gentlemen*no man 
can write without controul. It is neces¬ 
sary he should know, that every man must 
be controled by law. It has been observed, 
that it is the right of the British subject, 
to exhibit «the folly or imbecility of the 
members of the government. But, gen¬ 
tlemen, we must confine purselves within 
limits. If, in so doing, individual feelings 
are violated, there the fine of interdiction 
begins, and the offence becomes the sub¬ 
ject of penal visitation. Evidence to cha¬ 
racter has been produced on the part of 
the defendant. But the effect of character 
is to render the charge doubtful. As to 
the fact of publication, in the present case 
there can be no doubt whatever. If you 
are of opinion tlfcat the publications are 
hurtful to the individuals or to the govern¬ 
ment, you will find the defendant guilty ; 
if, on the coiftrary, you consider them nei¬ 
ther destructive of the peace of the one or 
the other, you will acquit bint of the 
charges under this information. 

The Jury, after a pause of about ten 
minutes, delivered their verdict— Guilty. 


LOYALTY OF IRISH CATHOLICS. 

Sir,-1 {proceed to examine the cliarees 

of jour correspondent C. R. on the loyalty 
of the Irish Catholics; but in performing this 
part of my task, I am filled w(t() sensations, 
which I -think, I never experienced before^ 
That a man, apparently not destitute of litera¬ 
ture, shou(d sit deliberately at his desk, in or¬ 
der ip collect the various misrepresentations 
and calumtiKj, which have been invented to 
iuiperse a large body of his fellow subjects; that 
he should deface the fair page of history, and 
milcqnstruf the most innocent opinions fur the 
sumo ignoble purpose, is a circumstance, in the 
a' tials of learning, which in some instances 
must excite pity, but in ronst, surprise and in¬ 
dignation. Bow for this accusation, with re- 
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apect to jour correspondent, is founded, the 
readers of my last, and of this letter, must de¬ 
termine.—In order that you may dearly see 
the groundless nature of the accusation, which 
your correspondent brings against Burke, the 
Catholic Bishop of Qssory, I will subjoin to his 
account of that prelate's observations referred 
to. the original text,‘with a correct, translation 
of the passage. Yotic correspondent asserts, 
tlmt in the year 175? an act passed the Irish 
Parliament to secure the Protestant succession, 
containing an oath of allegiance, and that 
Burke the Popish Bishop of tlssory made on it 
the following observations: “’Would it not 
“ exceed the greatest absurdity imaginable, 
“ that a Catholic Priest, who instructs his Ca- 
“ tholic people in the will of God, from scrip- 
“ ture and tradition, by his. discourse and ac- 
“ tious, and nourisheth them with the sacra- 
“ meats of the Church, should swear fidelity to 
“ King George, ns long as he professeth an 
“ heterodox religion, or Tins a wile of that reli- 
“ giun ? Since then, and in that case, the same 
“ Catholic priest ought instantly to abjure the 
“ very king to whom he had before sworn alle- 
" giance, &c.” (See Register, Vol. V. No. 18, 

{ i. 660.) Such is the representation of C. 11. 
tow far it is retkote from the truth, the origi¬ 
nal text will clearly demonstrate. “ Nutine 
“ plus quarn absurd um forct, quod sacerdos Ca- 
“ tholicus , CathoRco populovrrbum Dciscrip- 
“ turn et traditum, sernione et operc, pr/cdicans 
“ eundemque sacrament is ccclesia pascens,juret 
“ Jidelitatem regi Georgia , quamdiu cultor est 
“ religionis heterodoxac, quamdiu uxorern non 
“ habet orthodoxam ; si vero fidem amplectatur 
“ orthodoxam (ut anno superiori ipsiut fecit 
“ gener, Frediricus nempe princeps Hessiee ) aut 
“ uxorem ducat orthodoxam prout rtges Curo- 
“ lut primus et Carolus secundus Jeccre, eo 
“ ipso sacerdos iste Catholieus abjurare debet 
“ regem, cui fidelitatem ahte juravit." (Hi¬ 
bernia Domiuicana, page 721, et seq. 4 Edit.' 
Colon. Ann. 1762-) Would it ^ot exceed the 
bounds of absurdity, that a Catholic priest, 
who preaches to his Catholic people by word 
and work, the written word of God and tradi¬ 
tion, and nourishes them with the sacraments 
of tlie Church, should swear fidelity to King 
Grorge, as long as he professes an heterodox- 
religion, or lias not a wife of the orthodox 
faith, but that if he should embrace the orthodox 
faith , (as his son-in-law Frcdeme Prince if 
Hesse did in a former year) or shmld marry a 
wife of the orthodox religion, as Charles the ist, 
and Churles tfic 2 d did, then in that case, the 
tame Catholic priest ought to abjure the King, 
to whom he has before sworn allegiance. It is 
thus apparent, that your correspondent repre¬ 
sents the bishop enforcing the necessity of re¬ 
nouncing all allegiance to a heterodox King, 
when the reasoning of that muefrinjured man 
evidently shews, that his difficulty did not con¬ 
sist in swearing fidelity to a’ Protestant Sove¬ 
reign, but in the opposed obligation of’con¬ 
senting to the deposition of such a sovereign, 
whenever he should either embrace five Ca¬ 
tholic faith, or marry a Catholic consult. The 


2 , 180*. [862 

passage which I have produced from the Latin 
original, consists of one long sentence, which 
your correspondent has mutilated by leaving 
out two important clauses, and thus has given 
it a turn widely different from the meaning of 
the nullior. After this, Sir, I appeal lo anv 
dispassionate man of real knowledge, whether, 
m the whole compass of polemical discussion, 
there ever appeared a more dishonourable in. 
stance of misrepresentation. In the name of 
honesty and truth, let us no more witness such' 
base attempts y> calumniate and injure the Ca¬ 
tholic cause.——As to the declaration' attri¬ 
buted to the pope’s legate, let me tell vour cor¬ 
respondent, however painful it may be to my 
| feelings, tha£ it is false ; that the legate in 
question ever avowed the doctrine that no 
faith is to be kept with heretics, and that princes 
deprived by the pope may be deposed and 
murdered by their subjects, that he never as- 
evibed such doctrine to Catholic nations, much 
less did he represent it to be sanctioned by the 
practice of the Holy Se%—As to the theory 
and practice of the deposing power, which,like 
many other extraordinary and romantic opi¬ 
nions, was once fashionable in the wi^rld, but 
which is now universally exploded, I explained 
in iny last letter, the nature of it with such 
care and attention, as will render any further 
discussion on the subject wholly unnecessary. 

-The joy which the celebrated deed of St. 

Bartholomew’s day, produced at Koine, is fg- 
fenvd loliy vour correspondent as n proof of 
the general practice of the Holy See respect¬ 
ing the treatment of heretics. But I have lo 
inform him, that though the fact is undeniable, 
it by no means justifies the conclusion which 
he lias thought proper to draw. The doctrine 
and practice of the Catholic church do not de¬ 
pend on the solitary conduct of any man, how¬ 
ever he may be distinguished by talents, cele¬ 
brity, or rank. Even the personal conduct of 
a pope can no more be produced as an instance 
of the practice of the Catholic religion, than' 
the extravagant acts of e king can be referred 
to as a precedent oHavg and constitut ion. Let 
him therefore cease to produce the behaviour 
of Gregory XIII. on this tragical occasion, ns a 
proof of tbe*practice of the Holy See. If he 
•vfishes, however, to obtain some elucidation 
relative to this extraordinary occurrence, which 
no Catholic will attempt to justify, let hiiu 
know*that the pontilT first received his in¬ 
formation of the massacre from the French 
ambassador in Home, who represented the 
whole transaction in the most plausible and 
artful colours. The pope was informed That a 
desperate conspiracy had been planned by the 
calviuistic party, to exterminate the royal fa¬ 
mily of France, and to estahlish a lepnblic on 
the ruins of the throne; that the conspirators 
were in the act of commencing (heir opera¬ 
tions, and that the fatal deed, which ensued, 
was absolutely necessary as a measure of self- 
defence. Your correspondent, after this ex¬ 
planation, will probably have the candour not 
to consider the extravagant joy which this ait- 
ful rcpiesenU’.ion' of that infamous and inhu- 
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man deed gave Gregory XIII. as an indication 
of any practice dishonourable to the Holy See. 
(SeeHistoire de l’Eglise, par Beruuk Bercastel, 
tom. 19, liv, 77, pp. 290 et seq AUo Mil¬ 
ner’s Letters to a Prebeudary. Letter 4, p. 
130, 2d edit.).—It is with sentiments of shame 
and astonishment, that I am doomed to folio it 
your correspondent through the remaining part 
of his letter, and to correct those pal pah le 
falsehoods, which mark almost every sentence. 
He gravely asserts, on the aulhniity of Sir 
Richard Musgrave, that the influence of the 
priests during the rebellion was unbounded; 
that instead of employing their authotity to 
check the people in their excesses, they gave 
them encouragement, particulaily pi the South j 
that of the’superior clergy, the conduct of some 
was actually treasonable, o*'A hers very dubious, 
of none actively loyal; that Dr. Caulfield in 
particular appeared publicly in the streets, 
when the people fell before him on their kneesi; 
that be never attempted t i stem their murder¬ 
ous fury, but that ht..appears to have aided m 
the conspiracy. IIow ih|s gentle writer could 
employ in this case the authority of Sir 
Richard Musgrave, whose history is confessedly 
a tissue of iiusrt presentations and falsehoods, 
he best can explain. Certain it is that he has 
■been betrayed by his guide into such a variety 
of errors as never disgraced a composition of 
the same length befuie. In describing the part 
wjpcii the priests bore in the rebellion, your 
correspondent has confounded the few of that 
respectable class, who in defiance of eveiy law 
of beaten and eartii, were engaged in that un¬ 
fortunate cause, with the great body of the Ca¬ 
tholic clergy, that preserved their allegiance 
unshaken. At the time i.f the rebellion there 
were in Ireland about 2,000 priests; and of 
this number about twenty, most of whom were 
persons of irregular conduct, joined the rebels. 
(Plowden’s Hist. Review, Vol. II. part 2, p. 
717 and 730.) When therefore, he speaks of 
the encouragement given by the priests to 
rebel, and of their influence in dissuading the 
insurgents from the use cf whiskey, lest it 
should lead to a discovery of these secrets, your 
readers will carefully distinguish the loyal con¬ 
duct of the great hotly of die clergy, from the 
melancholy prevancution of a comparatively 
small number, which did not exceed a score. 

(To be continued.) 

CobbetVs Parliamentary Debates. 

Vol. I. Is now complete J and will be ready 
for sale, halt-bound, in u neat and appropriate 
manner, on Thursday next.—It will contain 
25 numbers, and the pi ice halt-hound will be 
11.7s. 6d. The publishers are Mr. Uagsbaw, 
Bow Street, Covent feaimn; and Mr. iiudd, 
Pall Mall, v 

In presenting this Volume to the public, it 
seems necessary to say a few words as .to the 
plan of publication, and also as to the nature 
and arrangement of the contents, especially As 
there is so very great a difference between this 
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work and every other, which, under a similar' 
title or professing a similar purpose, has hereto- 
fore bet ii undertaken m this country.—With 
regurd to the first point, it is, as in the present 
instance, intended, always to divide the matter, 
arising in each Session, into two volumes; the' 
first to comprise an account of the proceedings 
from the opening pf the session to the Easter 
recess, and the second,to comprise the pro¬ 
ceedings from the end of that lecess to the close 
of tne Session.—The nature and arrangement 
of the contents are as follows; I. Two Tublex 
of Contents, one relating to the House of Lords, 
the other to the House of Commons, each 
forming a brief chronicle of the whole of the 
proceedings in the two Houses respectively; to 
which Table* is added another, pointing out 
where the accounts and other documents »>e to 
he found. II. A complete List of the Mem¬ 
bers of the Purliuinent, as it stood at the open¬ 
ing of tlie Session; as also a List of Ins Majes¬ 
ty’s Cabinet, and ccitain other Ministers, as it 
stood at the same time. I!L. The body of the 
work contains, in due chronological order, all 
the Debates, Minutes of minor Proceedings, 
Messages, Motions, Lists of Minorities, Sec. 
IV. In a pait of this Volume pointed out by 
the Table of Contents, will lg| found all the 
material Accounts, Estimates, Returns, &c. 
Sec. laid before Parliament; together with a 
List of the Acts passed duriflg tiie period em¬ 
braced by the Volume. V. AfMie close of the 
Volume are four Indices, viz. two of the Sub¬ 
jects of the several Debates, the one for the 
Lords, and the other for the Commons; and 
two of the A’ioiics ol the several Speakers, fol¬ 
lowing with rigaul to the Houses, the same 

order asbelore.-The Debates, m this work, 

are given at much gieater length, ami with 
much greater pieci.sion, than it was ever before 
attempted to give Parliamentary D"bates. 
Neither care, InhoUr, nor c\pence has been 
spared. Aid of every useful kind lias been re¬ 
sorted to, and jn most mstan-es, with perfect 
success. The insertion of the substance of the 
minor proceedings, under the denomination of 
Minutes, will be found very useful to the par¬ 
liamentary leader and bistoiian, while the se¬ 
lection and airmigcineiiti.f the several Accounts 
and Returns must he of inestimable value to 
all those who turn their attention to subjects of 
finance or political economy, to military or 
naval uifuii&^ir, indeed, to any subject con¬ 
nected withTne resources of the country.—— 
As the work has, in the short space of half a 
session, attained to such an extent of circula¬ 
tion, and such a degree of preeminence, as 
fully to warrant the supposition, that it is the 
only compilation at all likely to he regarded as 
an authentic record of the Legislative Pro¬ 
ceedings of the present rime, so the Editor 
confidently assures the Public, that success, 
however conspicuous and flattering, will pro¬ 
duce no relaxation in Ins labour, or his care, 

, but, mat it ‘Will, on the contrary, operate as a 
stimulus to the attainment uf still greater per¬ 
fection. 
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ET T^ i a . UAL. ,1 —a.. . .. . 

London, Saturday, Vik June, I804. 


“ I am not a little surprised, when I hear it gravely asserted, that th« existence of a large militia force 
“ is incompatible with a large military force, and destructive to the military spiiit of thecountiy. 
“ It is admitted r.teu bv those gentlemen, that it is a question of degree ; and it was stattd hv my 
“ ltight Honourable Friend (Mr. Windham), Wilt all the species of force are good in their d.tl'cierit. 
“ degree*--. Now, if it hb admitted, that the mihtin, to the extent of 80.000 men, is good in its kind, 
and if that force was consider.*! as necessary I'oity yen is ago, those gcnlh-rueii must admit, lint tee 
“ now want a much larger mthlia force.” - Mr. Pitt’s Speech, June '2.1, 180,3. 
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THE TftlAL 


OF AN 

ACTION FOR DAMAGES, 

Brought hy. Mr. Plunkett, Solicitor Ge¬ 
neral oi Ireland, against Mr. (Jobbett, for 
publishing, in the Weekly Political Re¬ 
gister of liu-' I .* h of December last, a h >el* 
upon*tin- ,':»itl 1- 1 r. pjiinkctt. Tried in the 
Court of King’s Bench, at Westminst. 
on Saturday, the Ubth of T'-iav, IS0+, be¬ 
fore Lord Chief Justice Eiicnbwfougli and 
a Special Jury. 

Counsel for the P!uinii!K • Mr. Riskhie. 
Mr. (Jarrow, Mr. Dumpier, and 31 r. Nolan. 

Counsel foj the Defendant. Mr. Adam 
and Mr. Erhard soil 

THE DECLARATION. 

HILARY TERM, IN TUP. IuRTY-FOURTH YEAR 
or THE REIGN OI KING GEORGE THE 
THIRD. 

Middlesex, to wit. William Cony ogham 
Plunkett complains of William Conbett, 
being in the custody of tlm .Marshal of 
the Marsledsea of our Lord Ihe King be¬ 
fore t ho King hinist-li. I ’o’- that unat as 
the said William Conyngliam now is, and 
from the time of Ins nativity liiilnito, 
hath been a good, true, faithful, ai d 
honest subject of our Lord ihe King, and 
as such, hath always Itiihc rlo cer meted* 
himself. And whereas also, the said Wil¬ 
liam Conynglumi, before and at the time* 
of the publishing the false, scandaiou:, ma¬ 
licious, and defamatory libels hereinaiier ] 
mentioned, was and yet isj \ barrister ;H 
law in that part of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, called Ire¬ 
land, prSctising there, and .Solicitor Ge¬ 
neral of our Lord the King in I;eland. 
And whereas also, before ami at the time 
of the publishing the several ‘lahe, .scan¬ 
dalous, malicious, and defamatory libels 
hereinafter mentioned, the Right Honoura¬ 
ble Philip, Earl of llardwicke, was Lieu¬ 
tenant General of that, part oi' the* United 
Kingdom of*Great Britain and Ireland, 1 
called Ireland, and was Governor General 
of that part of the said United Kingdom, 
Vol. V. 


called Ireland. And whereas also, before 
the publishing of the several false, scanda¬ 
lous, malicious, and defamatory libelshere- 
inafier mentioned ..one Robert Emmett had 
been in due manner tried in Ireland upon 
an indictment for high treason, on which 
said trial, he the said Wil'iam Cnnyng- 
hnm wa u , as such barrister at law as ,-lore- 
said, retained and employed on the pait 
of the prosecution* and as such barrister, 
iifnde obsei vathms upon the evidence 
given upon the said tii.il. And whereas 
also the said Robert Emmett was in due 
manner convicted of high treason upon 
the said trial, and re--civet! the sentence of 
the law upon such his conviction. And 
whereas also, before the pehii- long of tile 
several false, go uidalou-o i.ialtciouw and 
dt Cun'.ate.i v libels heiein.if .t mentioned, 
and before the union b.-iween Great Puitahi 
and Ireland, and while the .-a.d William 
Gonyughaiu win such h.urister ns a.'oie- 
said.hc the s-id Will i:n Conyngham had 
been a member of the Commons House 
of Parliament in Irel tnd, and had in the 
Commons IIou-'.eAf Parliament in lie-land, 
a-.; such member thereof, delivered his opi¬ 
nion upon tminus subjects there debated 
and (W.us.ed. .And vvlieieas also, the 
said ’’\ d iani JLVnyn-liam, lieiorc and at 
the tune of the pubn-lu’tg of the se\oral 
f.dv, arar.-J tfun. in'dirious, and d< f.uua- 
t;-rv ji^n !.{ herein.d'l..'r mentioned, was 
much employed in lm profession of a bar- 
iisn-r at law, whm-by he got gi eat gains 
o^id profits, and was nl.-o much iv>pi cted, 
consulted, and entiustcd by divers pr isons 
holding high offices in the aikr.hiisH at ion 
and government ol in land, that is to say, 
at Westminster, in me i-aid county of 
Middlesex, and had always so behaved 
and conducted himself ;i f deservedly to 
have gained and rqbiiiiod tin- esteem, of 
all persons by ntnv.i he was soar, aforesaid 
retained, employ < d, and entrusted, to Ins 
great comfoit and advancement in.hie. 
Yet the said William Cobben well know¬ 
ing the pianist*?, but gnally envying the 
happy state and condition of the said Wil¬ 
liam Cenyngham, and contriving said ina- 
e 
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liciously intending to injure him in his said 
rof't'ssion of a barrister at iavv, ami to cause 
ini t<* l>e reputed'a base, unworthy, and 
unprincipled man, and ail unfit person to 
hold his said office of Solicitor General of 
our said Lord tlie King of Ireland, or to 
be entrusted by any person holding any 
office in the adtninistiation and govern¬ 
ment of Ireland, and to deprive him of 
1)U good name, fame, credit, u;,d icpula- 
tion amomot all good subjects ol our 
Lord the King, an 1 to bring him into 
great scainhl, i, fainy. and louUmpt, on 
the ten!Ii day of December, in the year 
of our Lord enc thousand e.ght bundle J 
and three, at Westminster aforesaid, in the 
said county of Middlesex, in and by a 
certain printed paper of end concerning 
the.Allans of Ireland, ami the admi¬ 
nistration of the affairs and government 
thereof, did ialsely and maliciously pub¬ 
lish a certain false, stnmd.ffi -■, mi 
licious, and defamatory l.t c\ and of 
and contemn.g the. sff.l Win.am l.o- 
nyngham, and of and cor.cuni >g in., 
conduct as a barrister;'' b.\.’ e-.vi the sam 
trial of the said Robert Lisimrti, and of and 
concerning his condrct as a member of the 
Commons House of Parliament it: behind, 
and theopitiions by it:n lin o (!eii\<ved, 
and of and concern’.' the cplmnti which 
it is iu Unit liut l t" .'inff >!, ; u u ! • ; h:, 

Honourable I.hv.d, Lord K. ovus.r.ow un i 
at the tune ot tiivsriJ trial to ihe s;,id R- 
bert Emmett, and ol the publMuug the said 
J‘bel, deceased. would hare* entertained of 
the said William Convngham, had the 
said late Lord Kenyon been ..lire, and bei n 
employed in the administrating oi' tbe 
affairs and poymurnent of Ireland <aL the ( 
time of Ibu said trial cf tig* said Knhert 
Emmett; width same false, scandalous, 
malicious, and defamatory libel was and 
is in a cettam part then of as IclIWs, to 
wit: “ 1‘Votn a rare modesty of nature, or 
from a rare precision of self-knowledge. 
Lord Kenyon (meaning the said laic Lord 
Kenyon) %ould have acted with reserve 
and circumspection, on his arrival in a 
country, (meaning the country of Ireland) 
with the Inoral qualities of the inhabitants 
of which, and with their persons, manners, 
and individual characters and connections, 
he must have been utterly unacquainted. 
In such a country, torn With domestic se¬ 
dition and treason, threatened with foreign 
invasion, and acting, since the union, under 
an untried constitution, if Doctor Adding¬ 
ton had required that Lord Kenyon (mean¬ 
ing the said late Lord Kenyon, deceased) 
should direct a Cambridgeshire Earl 
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(meaning the said Philip, Earl of Hard- 
wicke, so being Lieutenant General/and 
also Governor General of that part of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, called Ireland, as aforesaid) * in 
' ai.l his councils/ LortUKenyon (mean¬ 
ing the said late Lord Keqyon) would as 
soon, at the desire of Lord St. Vincent, 
have undertaken to pilot a line of battle 
ship through the Needles. Particularly, 
the integiiiy of Lord Kenyon (meaning 
the said lute Lord Kenyon) would have 
shrunk from such an undertaking, if a 
condition hud been added to it that no one 
nobleman or gentleman who possessed any 
runic, estate, or connection in the country, 
should upon any account be consulted. His 
pride would have, spurned at the under¬ 
taking, if he were told, that to the Cam- 
biidgeshire I hit! (agai'i meaning tbc“said 
Philip, Ii.:11 of llr.ihvi ickc, so being Lieu¬ 
tenant General,and al-o Governor General 
of that pat t of the United Kingdom of 
Greai-Briluin and Ireland, called Ireland, 
;v. aforesaid) rnd himself, in the cares of 
governnieri', (meaning the government of 
I.eland) a clerk in the secretary’s office 
and a couple of lawyers (meaning that 
the said William Conyngham was one of 
there lawyers), without political habits, 
political information or honourable con- 
m xi'jji, were to bo joined as assessors, and 
to b • tlm only ..ssusaors. And I«ord Ken¬ 
yon’-. (meaning the said late Lord Ken¬ 
yon's) piVi,: ami integrity would have 
t")th joined in preventing him from being, 
himself, the msirunv tit of introducing 
such men into a cabinet of government. 
If any one ruan cr-uld be found, (meaning' 
that the said William Conyngham was 
lh it man) of whom a young but unhappy 
victim of the jurt.lv offended laws of his 
country, (meaning the said Robert Em¬ 
met*) had, in the moment of his conviction 
and sentence, (meaning the aforesaid con¬ 
viction of the said Robert Emmett of high 
treason, and his said sentence thereupon) 
uttered the following apostrophe—* That 
‘ viper ! (meaning the said William Co- 
nvngham) W'horn my father nourished ! 

* He it was from whose lips 1 first?imbibed 

* those principles and doctrines, which 
f now by their effects drag me to my 
' grave /meaning that the said Robert 
Emmett had first imbibed principles and' 
doctrines from the said William Conyng¬ 
ham, which by their effects led him to 
commit -high* treason) and jie it is who 
“ is now brought forward as my prose- 
‘ cutor, and who by an unheard-of eXer- 
' cise of the prerogative, has wantonly- 
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* lashed, with a speech to* evidence, 
(meaning the observations upon the evi¬ 
dence given' on the said trial $f the said 
Robert Emmett, so as aforesaid made by 
the said William Conyngham) the dying 
4 son of bis former friend, when that dw- 

* mg son h<yi produced no evidencl, 
4 "had made no defence, but, on the con- 
4 trary, had acknowledged tde charge, and 
4 had submitted to his fate j* (meaning 
thereby, that the William Conyng- 
ham had acted in the manner abbve de¬ 
scribed in the said libel) - - Lord Ken¬ 
yon (meaning the said late Lord Kenyon) 
would have turned with horror from such 
a scene, in which, although gudt \va> in 
one part to be punished, yet in the whole 
drama, justice was confounded, humanity 
outraged, and loyally insulted.—-—Of 
Lord Kenyon, therefore, (Carnhricus must 
well know) it never could have been he- 
lieved, that he himself .would lead such a 
character (meaning the said William Co- 
nyngham) forward, introduce him (mean¬ 
ing the said William Conyngham) to the 
favour of a deceived Sovereign, clothe 
him (meaning the said William Conyng- 
ham) in /obes, and load him (meaning 
the said William Conyngham) with the 
emoluments of office (meaning the said of¬ 
fice of Solicitor General of our said Lord 
the King of IicimJ). I/'rd Kenyon 
(meaning the said L:": Lord Kenyon) must 
have known that a noble L>ul:o, for having 
toasted at a dmiken club, in a common 
tavern, to a noisy rabble, ‘ the sovereignty 
4 of the people,' way struck, by his Ma¬ 
jesty’s command, out of the pi ivy council, 
and deprived of all his nfiiixs both civil 
and military. 1therenf ’c, any man were 
to be found, (meaning that the said Wil¬ 
liam Conyngham wa» that man) who, not 
at a drunken club, or to a bra wling rabble, 
but in a grave and high assembly (mean¬ 
ing the mid Commons House of Parlia¬ 
ment in Ireland); not in the character of 
an inebriated t.wst-mnsler 4 but in that ol 
a sober eon-ubi'ioi.al lawyer, had insi-ted 
on the sovetciyiMy cf the pe-pie as a first 
principle <>! tin kin,iib lav. ; anti h id de- 
claied,Tli.it by law e.u appeal lay from the 
decision of ih tellers of (he Houses of 
Parliament, to tint of the f t-Uers of the 

* rudio.',' an!, that if a pvi’gjbr Jaw 
were disagreeable t» t'lC peep''", however 
it might have been tmrvd v. ub ulU rova! 
and parliamentary soleamiiy, neverthe¬ 
less, jt was jjiut binding. af:d life people 
by th« general hiw were exempted front 
obedience to such a particular 1 iw, be¬ 
cause the people were the supreme and 


ultimate judges of what was for their own 
benefit, (meaning that the said William 
Conyngham had delivered such opinions 
as are above set forth, in the said libel, in 
the Commons House of Parliament in Ire¬ 
land) Lord Kenyon (meaning toe said 
late-Lord Kenyon) if he had been chancel¬ 
lor in any kingdom in Europe, would bare 
shrunk from iccommending any such man 
to the favour of a monarch, while them 
yet mrnyitul a shadow ol monarchy visi¬ 
ble in the woiid " 

2;> Count.— -And the said William Cob- 
belt of Iris further malice against the saul 
W illiafs. Conyngham, and again contriving 
and maliciously intending to injure and 
prejudice him as ftfoiesaid, afterwards, to 
wit, on the same tenth day of December, 
in the said year of our Lord one tbogsaud 
eight, hundred and three, at Westminster 
aforesaid, in the suid county of Middle¬ 
sex, did falsely and maliciously publish a 
certain other false, scandalous, malicious, 
and defamatory libel, of an 1 concerning 
the said William Conyngham, and of and 
concerning his conduct as a barrister at 
law, upon the said trial of the said Robert 
Emmett,and of and concerning Ike opinion 
which it is in that same libel asserted, the 
mill lute Lloyd, Lord Kenyon, now and at" 
the time of the raid trial of the said Robfert 
Emmett, deceased, and of the publication 
of the said libel, would have entertained 
of the said William Ccinynghain, had the 
sa d late Lord Kenyon been uiiveaml pre¬ 
sent at the said trial of the said Robert 
Emmett, whidf same false, scandalous, 
malicious, and defamatory lih.d, was and 
is in a pertain part thereof as follows : to 
wit, if any one man could be found, 
(meaning th^t the said William Conyng¬ 
ham was that man) of whom a young, hut 
unhappy victim of the justly ollended laws 
of his com.‘vy, (meaning the said Robert 
had, in the moment of his con- 
ivtio’i a id sentence, (meaning the afore- 
id convic'ion of the said Robert Emmett 

< 1. ,h treason, cud his sai l sentence- 

upon) utteuJ t’.ie following apos¬ 
trophe; 4 Th.u vip.-r! (meaning tho 
said Wijliam Conyngham) '-horn my 

* /ether nourished ! He it was from whose 
4 lips I first imbibed those principles and 

* doctrines, winch.now, by their effects 
4 drag me to fliv grave; (meaning tiiat 
tho sit'd Robert Emmett had first imbibed 
principles and doctrines from the said 
William Conyngham, which, by their ef- 
feers, led hint to commit high treason) 

* and he it is who is now brought forward 

< as i»y prosecutor, and who by an tie- 
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* heard-of exercise of the prerogative, 

* has wantonly lashed, with a speech to 

* evidence, the dying son of his former 

* friend, when that dying son had pro- 

* duced no evidence, had made no de- 

* fence; but, on the contrary, had ac- 
' knowledged the charge, and had sub- 

* mined to his fate;’ (meaning thereby 
that the raid William Conyngham had 
acted in the manner so described in the 
said last mentioned libel) Lord Kenyon 
(meaning the said late Lord Kenyon) 
would have turned with horror from such 
a scene, in which, although guilt was in 
one pait to bt: punished, yet in tlffc whole 
drama, justice was confounded, humanity 
outraged, and loyalty insulted. Of Lord 
Kenyon, therefore, (meaning the said late 
Lord Kenyon) (Cambricus must well know) 
it never could have, been believed, that he 
himself would lead such a character (mean¬ 
ing the said William Ctinyngharn) foh- 
ward, introduce him (meaning the said 
William Conynghnm) to the favour of a 
deceived Sovereign, clothe him (meaning 
the said William Conyngham) in the 
robes, and load him (meaning the, said 
William Conyngham) with the emoluments 
of office (meaning the said office of Solici¬ 
tor General of our said Lord the King of 
Ireland).” 

3d Covnt.— -And whereas also the said 
William Conyngham, before and at the 
time of the publishing of the false, scan¬ 
dalous, malicious, and defamatory libel 
hcrriiiaficr mentioned, was and yet is a 
banister at law in that pin t of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
called Ireland, practiMtig there, ?nd Soli¬ 
citor General of our said Loid the King in 
Jrc'aml. And whereas aho, before the 
publishing of the false, scandalous, mali¬ 
cious, and defamatory libel heicinafter 
mentioned, one Robert Emmett hail been 
in due manner tried in Ireland, upon an 
indictment for high treason, on which said 
trial the said William Conyngham was, ?s 
such bartister at law as aforesaid, retained 
and employed on the part of the piosccu- 
lion; and as such barrister at law, made 
observations on the evidence given upon 
the said trial. And whereas also the said 
Robert Emmett was in due manner con¬ 
victed of high treason upon the said tria 1 , 
and received the sentence of the law upon 
such his conviction. And wlicr. as also 
the said William.Conyngham, before and 
at the time of publishing the false, scan¬ 
dalous, malicious ami defamatoiy libel 
hereinafter mentioned, was much em¬ 
ployed and consulted in his profession of a 


barrister nt law, whereby he got great 
gains and profits, and was much respected 
and entrusted by divers of bis friends and 
acquaintance in the management and con¬ 
duct of lheir affairs and business, that is to 
say', at Westminster aforesaid, in the said 
bounty of Middlesex, amljhad always so 
behaved and conducted, hirnself as de¬ 
servedly to have gained and retained the 
esteem of all persons by whom he was so 
as last aforesaid, retained, employed, con¬ 
sulted, and entrusted to his great comfort 
and advancement in life. Yet the said 
William Cobbelt well knowing the said 
last mentioned premises, but greatly envy¬ 
ing the happy state and condition of the 
said William Conyngham, and contriving 
and maliciously intending to injure him in 
4m said profession as a barrister at law, 
and to cause him to be reputed a basd, un¬ 
worthy, and unprincipled man, and an 
unfit pet son to hold his said office of Soli¬ 
citor General of our said Lord the King, 
of Ireland, or to be employed, consulted, 
or intrusted by any person in his said 
profession of a barrister at law, and to de¬ 
prive bun of his good name,, fame, credit, 
and reputation amongst all good subjects 
of our Lord the King, and to bring him 
into great scandal, infamy, and contempt, 
on the tenth day of December, in the said 
year of our Loid one thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and three, at Westminster aforesaid, 
in the said county of Middlesex, did 
falsely and maliciously publish a certain 
other false, scandalous, malicious, and de¬ 
famatory libel of and concerning the said 
William Conyngham, and of and concern¬ 
ing his conduct as a barrister at law upon 
the said trial of' the said Robert Emmett, 
and of and concerning the opinion which 
it is asserted in the same libel, the said 
late Lord Kenyon would have enterlained 
of the said William Conyngham, and of 
his conduct at that trial; which same false, 
scandalous, malicious, and defamatory 
libel was, and is in a certain part thereof 
as follows: “ilf any one man could be 
found, (meaning that the said William 
Conyngham was that man) of whom a 
young but unhappy victim of tfie justly 
offended laws of his country, (meaning 
the said Robert Emmett) hud, in the mo¬ 
ment of his conviction and sentence, 
(meaning the afoicsuwl ton-1< lion of the 
said Robi > l Emm git of high treason, and 
his said sentence thereupon) utleied the 
following apostrophe. ‘That viper! 
(nit lining the s,nd William Conyngham) 
• whom my father nourished ! He it was 
< from whose lips I first imbibed those 
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' principles and doctrines, which now, by 
' their effects, drag me to my grave ; 
(meaning that the said Robert Emmett 
had first imbibed principles and doctrines 
from the said WilliamConyngham, which, 
by their effects, led him to commit high 
treason) and he y is whq is now brought 

* forward as my prosecutor, and who by 
' an unheard-of exercise of the preroga- 

* live, has wantonly lashed, with a speech 

* to evidence, (meaning^ the said obser¬ 
vations upon the evidence given upon the 
said trial of the said Robert Emmett, as 
made by the said William Conyngham, as 
last aforesaid) the dying sou of ins former 

* friend, when that dyingson had produced 
' no evidence, had made rib defence; but, 

* on the contrary, had acknowledged the 
‘ charge, and had submitted to his fate 
(meaning thereby that the said William 
Conyngham had acted in the manner 
above described in the said last mention¬ 
ed libel) Lord K iivon (meaning the said 
late Lord Kenyon) woiint have turned with 
horror from such a scene, in •which, al¬ 
though guili was i;i one pari lo lie punish¬ 
ed, \ci in His? jvtinlc dr.una, justice was 
conhiinuli d. LjimniHy outraged, and loy¬ 
alty insulted. Of Lord Kc.ivon. (mean¬ 
ing (he said late Lord Ki noon) therelbic, 
(Uambricus must well Iviiov.) it never 
could ha'.a been believed, that he (mean¬ 
ing ihc ud late Lmd Kenyon) himself 
would lead suen a character (meaning the 
said William Conyngham) forward, intro¬ 
duce linn (meaning ihe said William Co- 
nyiighatn) 10 ilf; favour^of a decoded So¬ 
vereign, clothe luru (meaning the said 
William Conyngham) in the robes, and 
load him (meaning the said William Co¬ 
nyngham) with the emoluments of of¬ 
fice 1 ' (meaning the said office of Solicitor 
General of our said Lord the King, of Ire¬ 
land). By reason of the publishing of 
which said several I also, scandalous, mali¬ 
cious, and defamatory libels, the said Wil¬ 
liam Conyngham isainuch mjuied in Ins 
credit and n-puiation, and bmuglit into 
great disgrace and contempt, and is much 
prejudiced in his said profession of a bar¬ 
rister at la&, and lias lost divers great 
gains and. profits which he would other¬ 
wise have derived therefrom, anjl has lost 
the esteem and respect of many qf his 
friends and acquaintance; to wit, at West¬ 
minster aforesaid, in the said county «f 
Middlesex. Whereupon the said Willing 
Conyngham sai^h he is injured, and has 
sustained damage to the value of ten thou¬ 
sand pounds. And therefore, he brings 
suit, &c; 
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After the declaration had been read, 

Mr Lrskine addressed the Court and 
Jury as follows: 

My Lord, and Gentlemen of the 
Jury—I ndependently of the pannel an- 

I icxed to tlie record, which enabled me to 
ee that I was before the same jury who, 
the day before yesterday, tried the de¬ 
fendant for a libel on his Majesty’s Go. 
vertinn-nt of Ireland, I could not help ob¬ 
serving, from my familiarity with your 
features, that I was in that situation; a 
situation which the defendant could have 
prevented, had he thought proper, because, 
fir ing called upon to nnswer in *an action 
for slander, it was in hjs power to have se¬ 
lected another jury, either by a particular 
application to the Court, or by availing 
Himself of his tight to expunge from thft 
pannel the names »«f any persons whom he 
might dislike. But, gentlemen, I am not 
surtJlh.it he has not*made a prudent choice, 
in having Hie same persons to try him a 
second lime; hi cause it, affords him the 
opportunity of .utrodtieing himself to your 
attention hv the character which has been 
given him wth regard to his talents, his 
education, his morals, and his attachment 
to th«* constitution of the country. So far, 
therefore, am I fr< n wishing you to forget 
that the defeniiar* i< not a low, obscure, 
contemptible ,*nd uninteresting individual, 
I am rather de«crnu« that you should con¬ 
template him, in. he has been described by 
his counsel, a gentle.nan of great talents, 
possessing the advantage of a powerful and 
cncrgi.tic morle of expressing his senti¬ 
ments in writing ; one who well knows 
how to wield iha* useful weapon, the pen 
—that wefapon so dangerous when not re¬ 
strained by inora4ity.il. ul by law; one who, 
having raised himself from humble parent¬ 
age by his.intellectual endowments, ought 
(,0 have recollected, that others who had 
done the same, were as jealous as himself 
of their fair fame, reputation, and esti em 
of the world.—Gentlemen, the defendant, 
Mr. Cobbctt, is called upon to answer for 
part of the same libel which was laid before 
yon the other day, at the instance pf the 
crown; for, by the mode of libelling 
whichP Mr. Cobhett has adopted, he takes 
care to throw far and wide hi| slander, and 
has thereby rendeytd St necessary for an 
individual who lias been griwously ca¬ 
lumniated, to come forward in vindication 
of himself against an attack'Upon his cha¬ 
racter, through the medium of the magis¬ 
tracy, and the situation which |ie holds as 
Solicitor General of that part of the United 
Kingdom, called Ireland. It is notjor m« 
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to enter into the considerations which de¬ 
termined you in your former verdict; hut 
I confess, it a'ppeared extraordinary to me 
to hear it stated by the defendant’s coun¬ 
sel, that the libel was dictated by a regard 
for big'Majesty’s government in Irelaiyl, 
and a zeal for the constitution of the coun¬ 
try, when, at the same time, the author 
describes that part of the United Kingdom 
as brought into peril by sedition anti rebel¬ 
lion, and shaken to its centre by intestine 
commotions, and, by way of curing that 
strife and discord, represents his Sove¬ 
reign, whom he professes to Jjjfce, but 
whom ho cannot love if he is'guilty of the 
libel before you, as employing his execu¬ 
tive authority at this awful juncture, in 
selecting persons who, so far from having 
•the capacity to govern a country, are dot 
fit to be constables for the meanest parish. 
Because a person in Lord Hardwicke’s si¬ 
tuation chooses to devote his k-isure hour 
to agricultural pursuits, Mr. Cobbett re¬ 
presents him as a nobleman, “ havi; irT a 
good library in St. James’s Square, and 
celebrated for understanding the modem 
method of fattening a sheep as well as any 
man in Cambridgeshire.” He takes t!,V 
sline liberty witii another noble Jord with 
whom we are all well acquainted. 1 mean 
tny Lord Redcsrlale ; who is represented 
as " a very able and strong-built chancer-.- 
pleader from LincolnVlnn.” Now, gen¬ 
tlemen, is it a disgrace to a man to L>e a 
feeder of sheep in Cambridgeshire, or a 
chancery pleader? Yet, in this strati of 
ridicule does Mr. Cobbett treat then, for 
the purpose of making the world beiievo, 
that they are unfit pc-rsoii3*fcr the situa¬ 
tions their Sovereign ha3 called them to 
fill. In this way he thanks fit to stab, and 
destroy, the character of these noblemen, 
and to inflict such a wound,, such a das¬ 
tardly and malignant wound, that 1 shoyld 
change my opinion of you, gentiemerf, 
and I should be sorry to“ do so, after so 
many years acquaintance with most of 
vour countenances, if, after hearing what 
I shall have to address to you, you could 
suffer such a libeller to go out of this 
Court unpunished.—Gentlemen, this is a 
civil action; I therefore trust that you 
will not sujjpr your minds lo be distracted 
by those important considerations of the 
liberty of the press, which have so often 
agitated Parliament and Courts of Justice. 

It would ill become me to say any thing 
against that sacred privilege; seeing that 
I consider it as almost the only honour of 
my humble life, that I took an active part | 
in framing the statute for its protection, I 


and assisted the eminent statesmen who 
brought that law into Parliament which 
was referred to on the former trial, and so 
ably commented upon by my learned 
friend Mr. Adam. The reason 'of .that 
law was this: it nhver was disputed, it 
never can or wjll be disputed, that a man 
is entitled to that tranquillity, happiness, 
and peace of mind, which is the result 
of an honourable reputation, provided bis 
conduct in life, entitles him to it. There 
is implanted in every man’s bosom an in¬ 
vincible sensibility to the opinion of his 
fellow creatures, which nothing can de¬ 
stroy. It is the foundation of all patriot¬ 
ism, the sentiment which rears states from 
infancy to maturity, the principle that 
makes eminent men struggle for distinc¬ 
tion, and keeps them in the straight paths 
of their duiy when called to the high of-, 
fiecs of magistracy; therefore, the laws 
of society protect mankind in this dearest 
of all human blessings; and, if any man 
wiites of another that which is injurious 
to him i:i*h:s trade, profession, or charac¬ 
ter, or which tends to expose him to pe- 
rnltics, or brings him ipio contempt, all 
this is libellous, and the law deems it an 
object of penal animadversion. But, to 
use (lie language of my Lord Chief Jus¬ 
tice. Holt, a man peculiarly a friend to the 
I.herly of the press, “ words tending to 
scandalize magistrates or persons in public 
trust arc more injurious than when spoken 
aganti.t private uicn,” and lor this obvious 
re son, that magistrates are placed on a 
piruacle to whiuli the public attention is 
directed; they know that the public have 
a light to call on them for an account of 
their conduct; whereas private men are 
known only among the circle of their own 
families or immediate friends. In the case 
beforo you, my client is attacked not only 
a private individual, but as a magistrate 
also; it ir, however, necessary, that in 
appealing for satisfaction, he should come 
into this (,’ourf trees in his integrity, and 
conscious-of his innocence, If lit" is the 
man Mr. Cobbett has represented Jiim, 
it was for the defendant to have justified 
the libel and to have proved it. But all 
this he has not so much as attempted to 
do. Ifod he done so, 1 would rather die 
than hold communion with an abandoned, 
profligate wretch, such as my client is 
here represented to be. It never can have 
been said, that it was other than a ques¬ 
tion of I4w what was a I; be I which brought 
a man into contempt: it is a question of 
fact, whether it has been written, and the 
meaning and intention of the author is 
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also a question of fact. With respect to 
libels wlfich have a tendency to bring the 
government into contempt, the question 
of law is mixed with fact, upon which Hie 
judge is to give the general principles, 
leaving the jury to thaw their own con- 
fdusious. It was not l.ord Mansfield who 
first departed from this rule; it had been 
departed iio:n by judges beforn'his time 
for so 1 long a series, that his lordship con¬ 
sidered j'tvies, the moment the publication 
was proved, without any jurisdiction to 
consider its lemloir'y, but bound to return 
their verdict for the crown. The conse¬ 
quence of this was, that libellers became 
popular. They mgde use of the office <>1 
jury as a stalling horse to cover iniquity ; 
and it thereby became easy to confound 
the most esse.itial and sub'lantial privi¬ 
lege* of "the people with the worst of¬ 
fences. To remedy this evil the libel bill 
was brought in. It was a great satisfac¬ 
tion to my mind, to hear so eminent a per¬ 
son as the noble lord now on the bench, 
declare to you the oUkt day, that, inde¬ 
pendently of this law, its principle is the 
one which he should have adopted. In 
the* prerent case I must first p:ovc thn< 
the defendant published the libel; but, 1 
shall not expect that you will give da¬ 
mages, unless I also prove, that this libel 
is of the most malignant, injmiou:, and 
destructive nature, that it might lead in its 
probable consequences t:> the premature 
death of the unlbiiunats person, my client, 
and that, at all events.it strikes most deep¬ 
ly at his honour. Before the publication 
of this libel, Mr. Robert Emmett, the son 
of an eminent physician in Ireland, and 
brother to a barrister, bad mfxed him.v'ii 
abroad with seditious persons, who had 
filled his mind with an enthusiastic notion, 
that the interest and happiness of Ireland 
could only be effected by a separation 
from Great Britain, lie direcud all his 
views to the accomplishment of this pur¬ 
pose. He avowed hi# design, he gloried 
in it when the. sword of justice.W3S lifted 
up against him; and when he was asked 
by the judge, why judgment should not be 
passed upon frim, lie entered into a decla¬ 
ration of his principles, and avowed his 
determination to die in defence of them. 
Lord Norberry, before whom he was tjied, 
fearful of allowing him to avail himself of 
his situation to foment rebellion, interrupw 
ed the unfortunate young roan more thijn 
once. Highly as every one must approve 
the conduct of the noble lord, it is, never¬ 
theless, to-be lamented, that it should have 
become necessary to have interrupted him; 


for, gentlemen, what will you say, when 
I tell you, that, to the confusion of this li¬ 
beller, this unfortunate young man f after 
he retired, made this declaration, “ that 
such had been the nrldness of the govern¬ 
ment of Lord Hardwirke, of which the de¬ 
fendant has spoken with such contempt, 
because ‘he father of the late minhtec 
was a Doctor—such, I say, had been its 
mildness, that lie was obliged to push on 
(lie catastrophe that took place, lest there 
thould have been an end of rebellion, by 
tin, causes of it having ceased. Mr. Em¬ 
in ft. t he had been prevented from 

doin rr nvorc mischief, so far from com¬ 
plaining that he had been insulted by my 
client, Mr. Plunkett, openly acknowledg¬ 
ed, that it was the wisdom, the moderation, 
tire forbearance, the prudence, and the, 
virtue of the government of laird Hard- 
v-icke, that were, dissolving rebellion and 
the spirit of it, like enchantment, by work¬ 
ing in secret on the minds of a noble- 
minded people. Mr. Emmett could not 
wait, for fear the people snouldoe divested 
of their insane prejudices. They were in¬ 
duced to return to their duty and their al¬ 
legiance, iu the same manner as the fog 
is dispersed at the ri-ing of the sun, not 
from its* heat, but the benignity of it* 
beams. Lord ILndwicke, gentlemen, ha* 
governed Ireland in a most excellent man¬ 
ner. 1 have some reason to be acquainted 
with bis private character, as his lordship 
married one of my nearest relations. He 
has conducted himself in Ireland with 
Mich mil in css, that a*clnngo in the minds 
of the peopla has already begun to take 
place. It 16 not by long speeches that the 
mitr of a.nation discovers his ability to 
govern; it is nn^ by sesquipedalia verba, 
nor by high sounding eloquence. In 
Ireland particularly, from circumstance* 
which have'occurred, the people of that 
country require to be restrained with a 
delicate hand. Mr. Burke once said, 
spending of America, “ you should send 
her the angel of peace, but instead of the 
angel of peace, you are sending her the 
destroying angel.*' The high characters, 
to whom I allude, appear to have aildpted, 
with respect to Ireland, what the great 
Lord Chatham so well recommended when 
speaking of America 

" Be to her faults a little blin^ 

Be to her virtues ever kind, 

Let all her ways be uncon fin’d. 

And clap the padlock on your mind.” 

TBy acting upon this principle, the go¬ 
vernment <* Ireland was daily reconciling 
the affections of the people; so much so 
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that Mr. Emmett thought, if he deferred 
his scheme of insurrection, it would be 
difficult at a future day to bring them up 
to the pitch of disaffection which was ne¬ 
cessary to its success. The attempt was 
accordingly made. The result it is unne* 
cessary for me to state. Mr. Plunkett 
the plaintiff, was employed to assist the 
Attorney General in the prosecution 
against Mr. Emmett; and tire case was so 
clear, that the counsel who, was engaged 
for that unhappy person did not call any 
witnesses to protect him. My Lord Nor- 
berry was of opinion, that this diddfc pre¬ 
vent the oounsel for tjie crown froi^Kiking 
observations to the jury. My client was far 
from desiring to treat with contcm pt or insu 11 
a man who was about to sutler death. 1 
do say, and Mr. Cobbett was at liberty to 
prove the contrary if he could have done 
so, that Mr. Plunkett availed himself of 
this useful opportunity to warn others fgoni 
the fate .of this wretched young man. lie 
told them, that if they expected France 
to assist them in the forming of tiieir re¬ 
public, they would find themselves dread¬ 
fully deceived; that the time was not far 
off when they would see that their leader 
wes actuated by nothing but ambition; by 
a desire to aggrandize his own family, and 
a total forgetfulness of every thing that 
had animated the mind of the great Wash¬ 
ington. Was not this the duty of the 
counsel of the crown? This is what Mr. 
Plunkett did. This is what I should have 
done in a similar situation, lie made 
such observations as were calculated to re¬ 
deem the people oflreland to a love ol their 
country and of its government- It was not 
with a view to Mr. Emmett alone that he 
addressed the jury, bj}t that the scaf¬ 
fold might not bleed in vain.—Gentle¬ 
men, I am by no means desirous of culling 
in question the high cliaractcl which was 
given of Mr. Cobbett on a former day*;, 
but if he be the lover of his country which 
he ha^ been described to you, hejmist 
shew his attachment by obedience to its 
laws. The defendant has not merely 
thrown out the ambiguas races, but, day 
aftertlay, this lover of the King’s govern¬ 
ment has been writing and sendit^ forth 
his libels into that distracted country. It 
is no defence to sgy, that Mr. Cobbett is 
an admirer of the Kifig and Constitution, 
if he is constantly libelling the ministers 
of that King ?nd transgressing the laws of < 
that Constitution. It is nothing for'a man 
to say, “ 1 believe in the merits of my Sa¬ 
viour, I respect my religion and my God,” 
if he iB hourly in the practice of breaking 
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the te« commandments. The defendant 
does not fall into sin from the irifirmiiiesuf 
his nature. The Saviour of man has said, 
" their fruits ye shall know them,” and 
by the libels which 1 am about to read to 
you, you will be enabled to judge of Mr. 
Cobbett. Although, as I have shewn to 
you, Mr. Emmett had not the least idea of 
complaining of harsh treatment on the part 
of my client towards hitn, the defendant 
has nevertheless thought proper to publish 
the following most scandalous libel. " if 
“ any one man could be found, of whom a 
" young but unhappy victim of the justly 
“ offended laws of his country, had, in the 
" moment of his conviction and sentence, 
"uttered the following apostrophe: — 
“ ‘ That viper, w horn my father nourish- 
“ ‘ ed ! lie it was from whose lips I 
“ * first imbibed those principles and 
" * doctrines, which now, by their effects, 

• drag me to my grave; and he it 
" ‘ is who is now brought forward as my 
" * prosecutor, and who, by an unheard-of 
" ‘ cxerci^p of the prerogative, lias wan- 
“ • toiily lashed with a speech to evidence 
“ * the dying son of his former friend, 

• when that dying soil had produced ^io 
“* evidence, had made no dt fence, but, 
“ • on the contrary, acknowledged the 
" * charge, and submitted to his fate.’ 
“ Lord Kenyon would have turned with 
" horror from such a scene, in which, al- 
“ though guilt was in one part lo be 
“ punished, yet in the whole drama jus- 
“ ticc was confounded, humanity outrag- 
" ed, and loyally insulted.” Mow, gen¬ 
tlemen, what can be said of a man worse 
than this? My Lord Coke, with all his 
great fame, never has outlived, and never 
will outlive, the memory of the manner 
in which he treated Sir Waller Raleigh in 
a court of justice. So revolting was his 
conduct upon this occasion, that it stands 
like a blot upon his escutcheon. The con¬ 
duct imputed to the plauitdf would have 
been brutal, even if tylr. Emmett had been 
a perfect granger to him, instead of the 
“ dying son of his former friend.” But, 
the assertion is false, or Mr. Cobbett 
might have proved it. Wa^Mr. Cobbett 
present when Mr. Emmett made use of 
these words? And, if not, where had he 
his authority ? lias he any right to insert, 
in his papers, what renders me the object 
qf universal horror and detestation? No 

j crime can be more detestable than that 
which the plaintiff is here charged with ; 
that he had “ instilled iifio the mind ofthis 
“ young man principles which, by their 
“ effects, dragged him to his grave; and 
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“ that, by an unheard-of exerciie of pre- 
" rogative he had wantonly lashed, with a 
" speech to evidence, the dying son of his 
,r former friend, when that dying son had 
“ produced no evidence, had made no de- 
" fence, but on th% contrary, had acltn *w- 
" lodged iiis charge, and had submitted to 
" his fate.” fie goes on to say, that* 
"Lord Kenyon would have turned with 
" horror from such a scene, in winch, al- 
" though guilt was in one part to be pu- 
" nished, yet, in the wltole diama, justice 
" wasconfounded, humanity outraged, and 
“ loyally insulted.” Gentf men, is this 
true? Did Mr. Cnbbett believe it to be 
true when hu published it ? But, notwith¬ 
standing this, he sells these libels to this 
very hour; he sells them in volumes, the 
more effectually to blast the character of 
this njan to future times. But Mr. Adam 
tells you, that Ins client is a man of *.tron ,r 
powers of mind ; that he writes from a 
spirit and principle of his own; that he 
raised himself to his present respectable 
situation by unwearied industry; that he 
was the son of a farmer, aml*the grandson 
of a clay labourer; that he is self-laught 
*in the gramnVar of lm native language, 
and knows how to use that language with 
acuteness and precision. All these qua¬ 
lifications I am ready to allow Mr. Cob- 
belt, and over and above tin sc cjualifica- 
tions I give him the merit of having pub¬ 
lished this libel; which I will venture to 
say is one of the most clever, as well as 
one of the most vtuked efforts of his ge¬ 
nius.—Gentlemen, the re isnothingso popu¬ 
lar in England as a juflgc. The people of 
England love their l.nvs, and love their 
judges. But. what does lli^s artful libeller 
do ? Under the mask of praising my Lord 
Kenyon,and telling us what that noble lord 
would have done in such and such situa¬ 
tions, he seizes the opportunity it affords 
him, of sending forth ag .m.t the plaintiff, ■ 
Mr. Plunkett, one of the most abominable 
libels that ever was brought into a court of 
justice.—GcntleuAn, upon <bc subject of 
damages, I contend, the injfiry the plaiu- 
till has received is one of those which it is 
almost irrfjuasibleto compensate by money. 
I beseech you to make the plaintiff’s case 
your own, and by that standard appreciate 
what he ought to recover. A^jury cannot 
" minister to a mind diseased,” but it can, 
and I trust will, by an honest verdict, give 
ample reparation to the gentleman so Ifase- 
ly injured, and thereby proc laim thejastice 
of the Brttislulaw.—The libel goes on to 
say: “ Lord Kenyon must have known, 
« that a noble duke, for having toasted at 
Vox.. V. 
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" a drunken club, in a common tavern, to 
" a noiwy rabble, * the sovereignty of the peo- 
" 'pie.' was struck i»y his Majesty’s com- 
" maud out of the Privy Council, and de- 
" prived of all his offices both civil and 
“ military.” Gentlemen, this is a libel 
upon the Duke of Norfolk. This libeller 
is not satisfied wi.th employing single ball, 
but c.innis:er, grape shot, old nails, every 
thing is brought into his battery, and 
burled around, so as to do the utmost pos¬ 
sible mischief. Here is a libel, too, upon 
the Whig Club. What will my friend 
Adam say to this? Gentlemen, 1 assure 
yct/mie Whig Club is not a drunken club, 
nor are its member's a noisy rabble. But, 
does not Mr. Cobbctt know that the Duke 
of Norfolk is not the only man that was 
, struck out ol the Privy Council ? Does he 
not know, that the name of that great 
statesman Mr. Fox .was struck out also ? 
And does he nof know, that the person 
who induced fits Majesty to make that 
erasure, has since endeavoured to per¬ 
suade him to strike it in again ?—He goes 
on to say : “ If, therefore, any man were 
" to be found who not at a drunken club, 
" or to a brawling rabble, but in a grave 
“ and h’gh assembly, not in the character 
“ of ai inebi iutrd toa-t-master, but in that 
" of a sober constitutional lawyer, had in* 
" sisted on the sovereignty of the people as a 
“ first, principle of the F.nglisli law, and 
“ had declared, that by law an appeal lay 
“ from ttie decision of the tellers of the 
" Houses of Parliament, to that of the 
“ ‘ tellers of thr nutjon and that if a par- 
“ tit ular law were disagreeable to the. pco- 
*• pie, however it might have been enacted 
“ with al? rovai and parliamentary solcm- 
“ nity, nevertheless it was not binding, and 
“ the people, !Sy *the general law, were 
• exempted from obedience to such a par- 
" ticul.tr»law, because, the people were the 
" supreme and ultimate judges of what 
“ was for their own benefit. Lord Ken- 
" yon, i f be had been Chancellor in any 
" kingdom in Kurope,*would have shrunk 
" from recommending any such man to 
“ the favour of a Monarch, while there 
" yet remained a shadow of monarchy vi- 
" siblc in the world.” Here again this 
lov?r of the British Constitution attacks 
t hat constitution in one ol'its three branches. 
We know, gentlesien, that every member 
of Parliament lias aright to deliver bis free, 
unbiassed sentiments; and it the plaintiff 
in the execution of that right, did exceed 
( lhe bounds prescribed by the rules of that 
House, it would have been a libel on the 
then Speaker of the Irish House of Com- 
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mens, who now sits oh the bench with his 
lordship, if he had not called him to order. 
Why will Mr. Cobbettmeddfe. with matters 
of so high and important a nature ?—Gen¬ 
tlemen. the questions for your consideration 
are simply these : is the defendant the 
proprietor r Did he persist in the publi¬ 
cation ? Is it a libel upon the plamliff? 
And d nes it affect him in his character and 
reputation ?—Gentlemen, if the libel be 
true, if the plaintiff be the abandoned 
miscreant here described, we ought to 
draw a curtain before him, and hide him 
from the world for ever. A thousand 
pognianls are unsheathed to revfenge the ’ 
death of Emmett, and this inflammatory 
libel is calculated to‘direct them to the 
heart of the plaintiff. If he goes away 
from this Court with small damages, I shall 
lament that I brought the business befoie 
you. The people of c Ireland are deeply 
interested in the verdict you shall deliver- 
I love and venerate the people of Ireland. 
I love those who are loyal. I love those 
who are not loyal—because I believe they 
will shortly become so. I trust your ver¬ 
dict will have the effect of doing away all 
jealousies and prejudices between the two 
counties, by shewing that an Irish gentle¬ 
man is riot disfranchised by the union, but 
fliat, under the mild administration of the. 
laws of England, he is entitled to and will 
receive, the same measure of justice as in 
his own country.—Gentlemen, 1 shall not 
occupy any more of your attention, but 
shall conclude, with expressing a hope, 
that I have said nothingVapable of widen¬ 
ing the breach between Great Britain and 
Ireland. . 

Evidence on the pabt of the'Plain¬ 
tiff.* 

*> 

Mr. James Pole examined by Mr. Garrow 

ft. Did you ever purchase auy*nurubers 
©f'Cobbett’s Political Register f A. Yes, I 
did. 

q. Where did you purchase them ? . a. 
In Pall Matl, at a shop described as Cob- 
bett’s Political Register Office. ' 

ft. Did you ever buy any other numbers 
at any dther time? a. Yes, on the 24'b 
of May, at Bags haw’s, in Bow -street , t Co- 
vent-^ar.!en. 

o. Had you any opportunity of knowing 
whether that work has'a ran d sale ? a. 
Yes; a l<tdy k at the shop in Pail Mall told 
me— 

Mr. Adam. My lord, I object to that 
question. «• 

Lord Ellen borough. I do not think 
the question necessary. It is enough to 
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prove that* the work has been in a course 
of salt. 

Mr. Garrow. q. Did you find any dif¬ 
ficulty in obtaining those numbers? a. 
None at all. 

4 Mr. Crowe examined by Mr. Garrow. 
i a. I believe you have goj. the patent un¬ 
dertime Great Seal appointing Mr. Plunkett 
Solicitor General of Ireland ? a. I have. 
[Read by Mr. Lowten.] 
ft. 1 believe you jiave also a copy of Mr. 
Plunkett’s return for the borough of Car- 
low. a. Yes, 1 have. [Read by Mr. Low- 
ten.] 

a. Have you a copy of the conviction 
and judgment of Robert Emmett ? a. I 
have. [Here the copy was produced and 
read by Mr. Lowten.] 

The Right Hon. W. Wickham examinfd by 
Mr. Garrow. 

ft. Were you in Ireland at the time of 
the trial of Robert Emmett ? a. I was. 

ft. Are you acquainted with Mr. Plun¬ 
kett, the present Solicitor of Ireland ? a. 
Yes. 

ft. Did he officiate as one of his Majes¬ 
ty’s Counsel? a. Yes. He '.. as one of his * 
Majesty’s counsel. 

ft. Was he confidentially advised with 
on all occasions on which the Law officers 
of 'he Crown are generally consulted ? a. 
Yes, whenever it was necessary, which 
fi equently occuri ed—almost daily. 

a. Have you looked at the paper in 
question, called the hbei? a. 1 have not. 

ci. Cast your eye over the passage, page 
80S, beginning with -* a couple of lawyers 
without political habits, political informa¬ 
tion, or honourable connexions.” Do you 
understand those passages to apply to Mr. 
O’Giady the Attorney General, and Mr. 
Plunkett the Solicitor General ? a. Clearly 
of the Attorney and Solicitor General. 

1 , Cross-examined by Mr. Adam. t 
ft. They were the confidential counsel of 
the execuiive government at that lime? a. 
Yes; they certainly were. 

«. Both Mr. O’Grady as well as Mr, 
Plunkett ? a. Yep, they were. 

ft. Both in the confidence*Hi/» the exe¬ 
cutive government of Ireland ? a. Yes, 
both of them. 

Mr. Barnard examined by Mr. Dumpier. 
ft. Were you in Ireland at the time of 
Mr. Emmett's trial ? a. I was. 

ft. Did you see Mr. Plunkett at that 
trial) a. Y«, I did. 

ft. Was he employed foV the prosecu¬ 
tion? a. He was. 

ft. Did he make any observations to evi- 
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dehce, in the course of that trial? a. .lie ft. Do you recollect any of the expres¬ 
s'd-* * sions or arguments he made use of in the 

a. Look at this number of Cobbett’a course of those debates ? 


Political Register, page 808, and read the 
passage beginning with the words" If any 
one man could bg found of whom a young 
but unhappy victim of the laws.”—Whom 
do you conceive to betneant by " a ypunfj 
but unhappy victim of thedaws?” a. I 
should suppose Mr. Emmett. 

ft. Conceiving Mr. Emmett to be the 
person alluded to by*the words "young 
and unhappy vidint of the laws,” whom 
should you suppose to be intended by the 
passages, " if any one man could be found,” 
and “ that viper whom my father m unsh¬ 
ed,” k. c. ? a. 1 do Tim. know that Mr. 
Plunkett was nourished by Mr. Emmett's 
father. 

u* But to whom do you suppose them to 
appTy ? a. To Mr. PluimtU. 

ft. Did Mr. Emmett’s counsel make no 
defence ? a. None. 

1tight Hon. John Foster c rur/tined by Mr. 

Nolan. 

q, I believe you were Speaker of the 
Irish House of Parliament pluvious to the 
Union ? a. f was. 

ft. I)o )fou remember Mr. Plunkett sit¬ 
ting as a imynber in that House ? a. I do. 

ft. Do you remember whether Air. Plun¬ 
kett ever delivered his opinions on the dif¬ 
ferent subjects agitated in debate ? a. I do 
not think it proper to state whether or not. 
he delivered his opinions— 

Lord Ellenborough. It only goes to 
state whether or not he gave any opinions 
on the subjects in debate. 

q. Do you recollect whether he ever 
delivered his opinions or^he different sub¬ 
jects agitated in debate? a. He frequently 
took a part in the deflates. 

O. Have you real the libel ? a. I have* 
q. Do you suppose Air Plunkett is the 
person intended in the libel ? • 

Lord Ellenborough. Mr. Nolan, read' 
what particular ^art you mean. 

Mr. Nolan, ft. Read, the passage " if 
any one man could be found,” &c. p. 80S. 
Taking the whole context of this passage, 
whom ihs^ou conceive to be meant by it ? 
A. Taking the whole, I should certainly 
conceive Mr. Plunkett to be meant by it. 
Taking the last sentence, I should not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. A'lllm. 
q. Mi*. Plunkett was a member of the 
Irish House of Parliament pievious*to the 
Union ? a. Hu waa . . * 

q. Did hi speak on questions relative tQ 
the Union between Great-Britaia and Ire¬ 
land i a. Yes ; he did. 


Lord Ellenborough. It would be a 
breach of bis duty and his oath, to reveal 
the councils of the nation. 

Mr. Adam. ft. What are your reasons 
for believing that Mr. Plunkett is not the 
person meant by the latter pan of the pas¬ 
sage r A. I said, that, taking tha whole 
context, I should suppose Mr. Picnkett to 
be the person meant ; but, taking the sen¬ 
tence just read, 1 should not suppose it was 
him. 

The ^evidence being closed on the part 
of the Pla’ntilT, Mr. E*>vv ten‘read the pas¬ 
sages in the Political Register complained 
ol in the declaration ; after which, 

Mr. Adam rose uti l addressed the 
Co' it as follow :— r *Jy Lord, and Gentiemcn 
of the Jury, —The task now devolves on 
i**o to occupy a portion of your attention. 

* My learned friend, in his address to 
you, ha-- made repeated allusions to the 
proceedings which took piuce on a 
former day. He tells you, that he ob¬ 
serves the name of tbe same jury on the 
punnol, and that he sees the same faces 
in the box. Gentlemen, 1 am not, indeed, 
acquainted, like my learned frienfl, with 
your persons; but 1 know' the uprightness" 
of your minds ; 1 know in general the 
upright character of an English jury; I 
know your powers of distinguishing be¬ 
tween a civil action for tbe purpose of da¬ 
mages, and a criminal prosecution. I 
know* too, gentlemen, that you are capa¬ 
ble of feeling tfie grand and leading dis¬ 
tinction, that in an action for personal 
damages, tbe defendant is capable of jus¬ 
tifying his conduct. My learned friend 
has endeavoured to inflame your minds 
by adverting to the present state of Ireland, 
and bjj repeated allusions to the trial on a 
former day, with which the present ac¬ 
tion has no connection whatever. With 
respect to that trial, you are bound to 
Hot from your memories all recollection 
of it, to divest yourselves of all preju¬ 
dices, to try this action with free and un¬ 
fettered minds, and to consider, as my 
Lord Kenyon used to say, only what is 
Within the four corners of the record. It 
is not a libel on my Lord Hardwicke 
which you ha^e flow to try ; it is not a 
libel upon my Lord Redesdale ; it is not 
a libel upon Mr. Justice Osborne, or Mr. 
Secretary Marsden ; but it is, as I before 
informed you, a civil action for the pur« 
pose of damages. My learned friend, with 
that power of, calling up images which 
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he possesses' in bo eminent a degree, has 
called up the departed spirits of Mr Burke 
and the great Earl of Chatham. He has 
reminded .you of the l ines made use of by 
that noble lord, whe'n speaking of Ame¬ 
rica ; 

“ Be to her virtues ever kind, 

“ Be to her faults u little blind, 

“ And clap the padlock on the mind.” 

Gentlemen, I beg you will transpose 
these lines, and apply the tw<^ first to the 
defendant, Mr. Cobbitt: 

“ Be to Ins virtues ever kin 1, 

" Be to his. faults a little blind,” 

and "clapthe padlock on your minds,” 
as to the inflammatory effects of those 
parts of my learned friend’s speech, which 
have no. conned ion with the subject be¬ 
fore you —Gentlemen, in any thing I am 
about to say, I beg you will not suppose 
for one moment, thaf'I am notan enemy 
to alt professed libellers? I can honestly 
exclaim with the poet, 

‘‘Curs’d be the r cry;, how smn.'ith soe’er it flow. 
‘That tends to make one virtuous ir.au m> lot.’’ 

And if I express myself in any way that 
can be construed into a justification of 
what has been written and publb.hcd, I 
entreat that you will not clothe my client 
with that blame, and that you will not, 
from any want of art or ability on my 
part, visit him therefore with an’ incieasc 
ofdamages.—There is another point which 
I think I have aright to complain of in my 
learned friend’s address to you. He has 
spoken very highly of J\Ir. Cobbctt as a 
public character, and has made use of the 
evidence produced on the former tiial in 
favour of the Defendant, in ord\u- to en¬ 
hance the damages against him. * This 1 
am sure you w ill not sjfftV to enter into 
your consideration.—1 hope I shall be able 
to convince you, that now when the set¬ 
tled state of Ireland renders a repetition 
of those animadversions on the govern-* 
ment, which have been so long suffered 
with im(A)nity, unnecessary, it would 5e 
an act of severity, if the Defendant, w ho 
is the last person who has fallen mto the 
snare, should be visited with a vindictive 
verdict. With respect to the amount of 
damages, (for some damages, I admit, you 
must give,) 1 earnestly entreat you to 
consider, that Mr. Cob^ett is a man vir¬ 
tuous in private life, that he is the father 
of a numerous family and the husband of 
/an amiable wife; and that he is a person 
who maintains himself, not by ribaldry 
in his writings, for those writings are uni¬ 
formly chracterised by an honest zeal in 


defence of the aristocracy of this country* 
as well as the other component parts of its, 
government. He left his father's house 
when he wgs hardly eighteen years of 
age; since which time he has been the 
(Successful champion, and almost sole de¬ 
fender of the rights of this country, in 
America. At the moment*! am speaking, 
he 13 several years under the age of forty, 
and consequently cannot be supposed to 
have obtained that independence which 
would not make the heavy damages which 
my learned friend wishes to wring from 
you, but which I am sure he will not 
wring from you, worse than the severest 
sentence ever indicted on any person con¬ 
victed of the grossest libel. If you were to 
measure them in tiic ’proportion my learn- 
Led friend calls upon you to measme them, 
you would doom him loan eternal impri¬ 
sonment ; you would doom him to that si¬ 
tuation to which it never was meant, and 
never will be meant by an English jury, 
that any ninii should be subjected by tbe 
cuij.-'equence.'j of a civil action.—My learn¬ 
ed fi icnd says, that this action was brought, 
in order to shew the falsehood of the libel. 
Gentleman, I have the bcst'nuthority for 
saying, that the Defendant liever enter¬ 
tained the idea of justifying this libel. It 
was impossible for hi .; to justify it. For, 
in ouler to have snti .f:.d ’\, ur minds, we 
mini have pioduecJ that testimony from 
which wo, arc shut out by the established 
laws and u-ages of parliament. Tbe Dill 
of Rights expie.-sly says, that no words 
uttered in parliament shall be said any 
wheic but in parliament. When, there¬ 
fore, you are considering that you are 
called upon to pronounce a verdict of da- 
mageshigh in their nature,and completely 
ruinous to Mr. Cobbctt, if you should pro- 
'nounce it, I humbly submit, gentlemen, 
that you will not throw out of that consi¬ 
deration the situation in which the De¬ 
fendant is thereby place!!.—Gentlemen, 
there were other topics in the speech of 
my learned friend, of which 1 have a 
r ight to complain, but he knows 1 am not 
in the habit of complaining. I will there¬ 
fore give over my coinplaintayttid come 
to the other points upon which he has so 
eloquently descanted. He has called 
your attention to the Whig Club, to his 
Grace tile Duke of Norfolk, and to ano¬ 
ther great and illustrious character, Mr. 
Fox.' Most undoubtedly, it is true, that 
that illuiytriouicharacter was struck, by his 
oMajesty's command, out’ the list of 
Privy Council. But, gentlemen, this is 
not all. My learned friend has stated 
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another circumstance. He has told you 
at the same time, that the present Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, who counselled 
and advised his Majesty so to do, has 
since adviced him to call that illustrious 
character to the cabinet, and thereby to 
strike his name ip again. If Mr. Fox had 
thought proper to bring an action against 
Mr. Cohbuttor any other person, I should 
have said to him, you are not injured by 
what has been done, bu^are even thought 
a proper person to form part of his Ma¬ 
jesty's government. Gentlemen, mutnto 
nomine, the case applies to the Plaintiff'in 
the present action. Were you to giveone 
fourth, nay, one .twentieth part of the sum 
at which the Plaintiff has thought proper 
to lay his damages, it would produce tiie 
effect upon my client which 1 have already 
stated.i Gentlemen, this is a grave ques¬ 
tion. You have already pronoun ed a 
verdict which applies to the whole, cimi- 
nality of the rase. Mr. Cobhet; ha c h*vn 
pronounced guilty, not only of the other 
parts of the publication, bat wf this very 
part also. And, if it be. unfair to bold uj> 
a civil action tp criminal punishment, 1 
submit that it a would he more especially so 
in the present case. I, tiierelo'e, have 
every reason to hope, on the part of the 
character of the Defendant, on the part of 
the wile and children of the l)t i'einlant, 
on the part ol the fortune of the Defendant, 
that you will be lenient towards him, and 
th it you will not, by excessive damages, 
doom him to perpetual imprisonment.— 
My learned friend has treated Mr. Gob- I 
bett as the author of this libel, which he 
represented to you as written with ail the 
nerve and energy which ehui^cterizes that 
gentleman's publications. On the other 
hand, Mr. Attorney-General, the other 
day, gave you to understand, that lie had 
reasons (or believing it was not written by 
Mr. Cobbett. Now, let us examine a 
little what the nature of this libel is ; and, 
in what I am about to say, I sljall state to 
you a plain unvarnished tale. .1 acknow¬ 
ledge the inunendoes to have been fully 
proved, and the refore what I have to dis¬ 
cuss relates ^PITerally to the libel itsclh 
It says, “ from a rare modesty of nature, 
“orfrom a rare precision of sqlf-know- 
•• ledge. Lord Kenyon would have ncted 
« with reserve and circumspection, on his 
« arrival in a country, witli the moral 
« quality of the inhabitants of wluqji, 

•< and with their persons, marttiers/and 
“ individual characters and connec- 
*' tions, he must have been utterly un- 
« acquainted. In such a country, torn 
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“ with' domestic sedition and treason, 
“ threatened with foreign invasion, and 
“ acting, since the union, under an untried 
“ constitution.”—Now let us stop heie 
for a 'moment and recolk-c that in this 
Sentence theie is nothing thai cm be 
isttned into a libel rpon the constitution of 
Ireland, but directly the reverse. It goes 
on to say. “ if Doctor Addington had re- 
“ qulred that Lord Kenyon sh ield direct 
,r a Cambridgeshire tari ‘ in ali his c.iun- 
" ‘ cils,' Loul Kenyon would ai soon, ac 
“ the desire of Lord St.. Vincent, leave un- 
" dertuken to pilot a line of battle ship 
“ through ’the Needles.” Arfd then it 
comes to that part which is the gi omul work 
of the present action: “ that viper 1 whom 
“ my father nourish' d! he it was from 
* whose bps 1 iiisi imbibed those principle 
“ and doctrineit i.'cn now by their effects 
‘ lira jme to inv grave?’ Now, gentlemen, 
I •nfreat you to nbiice and consider tlie 
connexion whit ii this passage has with the 
other parts of the libel, and, having done 
so, lam persuaded yon will ho of opiibon 
with me, that it must have Ln.cn used in a 
figurative nitoncr. It then states, Of 
Lord Kenyan, therefore, (Cambricus 
" must lyell know) it never could have been 
" believed, that he himself would lead such 
“ a character forward, iniioduce him to 
“ the favour of a deceived Sovereign, clothe 
" him in the robes and load him with the 
“ emoluments of office. Lord Kenyon 
" must have known, that a noble duke, foi 
“ having toasted at a drunken club, m a 
“ common tavern, tc? a noisy rabble, ‘ the 
“ sovereignty of the people,’ was struck 
“ by his Majesty’s command out of the 
“ Privy Council, and deprived of all his 
“ offices both civii atgl military. If, there- 
“ jure, any man were to be found who not 
“ at a drunken club, or to a brawling rab- 
“ blc, but in a grave and high assembly, not 
•“ in the character of an inebriated toast- 
master, but in tlicit of a sober constitu- 
“ non a I lawyer, had insisted on the sove- 
" reignty of the people, as a first principle 
" of the English law, and had declared, 
“ that by law an appeal lay from lhe # deci- 
" sionof the tellers of the Houses of Parlia- 
“ mentv to that of the * tellers of the. na- 
“ ‘ tion and that if a particular law were 
" disagreeable to tlje people, however it 
might have been enacted with all royal 
" and parliamentary solemnity, never(he- 
" less U was not binding, and the people by 
" thegeneral law, were exempted from o be- 
" flience to such a particular law, because. 
" the people were the supreme and ulti-' 
*' male judges of what was for their own 
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** benefit. Lord E-myon, if he had been 
“ Chancellor in any kingdom of Europe, 
“"Would have shrunk from recommending 
“ any such mail to the favour of * Monarch, 

** while there yet remained a shadow of 
" monarchy' visible in the world.” Nmv; 
gentlemen, this part of the question relatest 
to a circumstance, the particulars of which j 
we have been prevented, by the er.'aldished 
law of Parliament, from diving into; nor 
do 1 wish to briutr it forward en this place; 
but I have a l ight to state, that if any per¬ 
son should have printed, so far back as the 
year 1799, a speech importing to be a 
speech made by the Plaintiff 1 , MV. Plunkett, 
and if it should appear that the passage I 
have just read to you is an exact copy of a 
passage in that speech, I submit, that this 
rt a case extremely favourable to my cliet»r. 
My learned friend, in the course of his 
speech, has alluded to me. Let me also 
in my turn beg leave to allude to turn. 
Suppose in a lecture-room he hail insisted 
ou'the sovereignty of the people as a first 
principle of the English law, and have 
declared, that by law an appeal lay from 
the decision of the tellers of the Houses of 
Parliament, to that of the tellers of the 
nation; what species of moral, offence 
would it have been to have said that he 
was an improper person to become the law 
officer of the crown ? Where would have 
been the moral crime in publishing that 
my learned fi iend had made use of those 
expressions ? And more ; if it could be 
proved, that those expressions had been 
published and attributed to him in news¬ 
papers and in pamphlets from the year i tsou 
up to the present year 1804,. and that he 
had never called upon any of those pub¬ 
lishers for an explautMn, what sort of 
damages, I ask, would you have given , 4 to 
my learned friend ? Having paid this, .let 
me read to you the infamous libel atuibut- 
ed to Mr. Plunkett. It is stated in this 1 
book, purporting to be a collection of 
speeches on the Union, that, in the-Irish 
House of Commons, on the £2nd of June 
1799, Mr. Plunkett made use of these words. 

“ I, in. the most express terms, deny the 
« competency of Parliament to do this Act,” 
meaning the Act of Legislative Union be- 
* tween the two countries. « I tell you 
“ that if, circumstanced as you are, you 
«* pass thin Act, it will be a mere nullity, 

“ and that no man in Ireland will be bound 
“ to obey it. • I make the assertion deli be- 
“ rately, I repeat it, und I call on any man 
** who hears me to take down my words’*'— 
Mr. Erskine. I submit to your lordship 
that tips sort of evidence is perfectly inad- 
missable. ’ 
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I Lord cEixenhokouch. Altogether so;' 
and when 1 come to address the Jury, I 
shall certainly take occasion to remind 
them that they must discharge it totally 
from their recollection. 

Mr. Adam. I feel atomrtderabledegree 
of embarrassment at this interruption. 1 
did not interrupt my learned friend when 
he was impressing your minds with the 
idea that Mr. Cobbett was the author of 

this libel.-Gentlemen, the point on 

which 1 was addressing you was this, that 
if such words h ive been attributed to Mr. 
Plunkett, 1 was submitting to you, that 
after five years of silent acquiescence on 
the part of Mr. Plunkett, after anil' ring 
the expressions here attributed to him to 
be sent to every corner of the kingdom in 
the form of newspapers and of pamphlets, 
it would he an extremely hard orre to in- 
ilict severe damages upon Mr. Cobbett for 
the more republication of them. 

Lord Eli.enborough. 1 have no objec¬ 
tion to your stating this as m ittcr of sup¬ 
position, bet, in the shape, of evidence, it 
cannot possibly be admitted. 

Mr. Adam. My Lord, ( I was just about 
to stale, that I did not mean to proceed 
further into the detail of this subject. 
Gentlemen, I wish you to consider in whut 
state tiiis cause stands, and what, the cir¬ 
cumstances are which entitle rny learned 
friend to demand such excessive damages. 

I have stated to you toe situation of Mr. 
Cobbett and that of hi., family, and I trust 
I have done it with decorum. With re¬ 
gard to the Plaintiff) Mr. Plunkett, you 
have it in evidence, that he was his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Solicitor-Gener.il in Ireland at the 
time of the publication, and you also have 
it in evidence, that he is still in the confi¬ 
dence of the Irish government; but you 
have no evidence, that any step whatever 
has been taken to remove him from the 
situation which he epjoys. Has he re¬ 
ceived any injury by the publication ? Is 
he notsLillhis Majesty’s Solicitor-General ? 
Is he not still inlhe high career to honours 
and emoluments? I ask then, as my 
learned friend has not produced one single 
circumstance to prove tUP^on that Mr. 
Plunkett has been injured by the publica¬ 
tion in question—I ask, l say, whether, 
under all these circunt§tances,ihis is a case 
which calls for those excessive damages 
which nay learned friend has entreated 
you to give ? Gentlemen, you have al¬ 
ready pafsscd a verdict of guilty upon the 
information for public criminality. You 
are now considering an action for private 
damage*. Mr. Plunkett has received re- 
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dress as to the former, ami if yom should 
find, asT suppose you will find, the Defen¬ 
dant guilty, (as no justification whatever 
has been attempted) hcwiil have a further 
opportunity of shewing to the world, that 
Mr. Cobbctt never*attempted to justify 
the trutli of it; that he di/1 not wait to con-" 
suit counsel, but toojc his immediate deter¬ 
mination to enter no justification upon the 
record. Gentlemen, 1 submit that, under 
these circumstances, yoyi must quit the 
box belore you pronounce a verdict of 
damages. Let those damages be ever so 
low, that verdict will be sufficient to esta¬ 
blish, that Mr. Plunkett has completely 
vindicated his character, and will shew to 
the world, that what was alleged against 
him was untrue. Gentlemen, I am per¬ 
suaded that the Plaintifi’ does not come 
here tojpke out of the pocket of Mr. Gob- 
belt a sum which would not enrich him. 
but make Mr. Cobbett poor indeed. Gen¬ 
tlemen, 1 shall not trouble you with any 
farther observations, but shall cnnrlude 
with expressing my firm reliance, that you 
will not inflict a punishment beyond what 
the justice of tli£ case requires. 

Lord liLinsBOROiic.n,-Gentlemen; 

this is an a< lion for reparation in damages 
for a civil injury done to Mr. Plunkett, the 
Solicitor General of liclaiul, by the publi¬ 
cation of a libel, with the contents of winch 
you have been made fully acquainted. 
The Defendant’s counsel has admilie.il, that 
the preliminary proof has been adduced, 
and no justification appears on the record. 
The only question, therefore, h r your con¬ 
sideration is, the quality of the libel, and 
the measure of damages you will give in 
the exercise of your sounB discretion. 
You will lay out of your consideration the 
antecedent matter of the criminal trial, on 
which the Defendant has bfPti convicted. 
This is an action for the injury done to 
the fair fame of an individual, and to ascer¬ 
tain the damages to which he his entitled. 
That which gave tli# public a # title to re¬ 
paration, ought not, hurt ever, to operate to 
the abridgement of the right of a particular 
individual who complains of a piivate in¬ 
jury. it for you to consider care¬ 

fully the circumstances of the case and the 
malignity of the libel, and to say, what 
reparation in damages the plaintifi' guglit 
to receive. These damages are not to 
be reduced by the poverty of the Defen¬ 
dant, if he is poor, nor increased by Jiis 
wealth, if he is rich ; but are »to be ad¬ 
measured by th? size and magnitude of the 
injury done to the Plaintiff. The only way 
of measuring the extent of the injury done 
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i to a man's fame is, by’asking yourselves, 
what would make my mind and my feedings 
an adequate compensation if such a libel as 
this were true ? That it is not true, is ad¬ 
mitted. If it wero true, it would have 
been open to the Defendant to have justi¬ 
fied it on the record. If a man thinks pro¬ 
per to assert that which it is difficult to 
prove, or represent that which cannot he 
revealed, they are difficulties of his own 
creating, and,thc libel must go forth accre¬ 
dited or discredited, according to the cir¬ 
cumstances. But, gentlemen, as to the 
first part of the libel, I take the principal 
gravamen ot the injury to lie id that pas¬ 
sage which commences with the words, 
“ that viper whom my father nourished !” 
To this jjassage i am desirous of drawing 
your particular attention ; and really, *t 
seems hardly possible to depict a person 
in more odious colouft than are here etn- 
pley’ed. 1 would* ask, what could give 
more pain to a virtuous mind, than to insi¬ 
nuate that lie had acted like our common 
enemy, “ the seducer 'ere the accuser of 
mankind that he had first seduced and 
afterwards destroyed whom he had first 
corrupted ; that lie had instilled into the 
mind of Mr. Emmett, the son of his fiTBhd, 
principles of disloyalty and rebellion, and 
had afterwards, not in the ordinary exer¬ 
cise of his duty, hut “ with a speech to 
.evidence,” wantonly lashed the man to 
whom he war under family obligations, 
and who was the pupil of his own sedition? 
It appt ars to me hardly possible to depict 
any one under mofe odious colours. It 
mutters not whether the Defendant be 
the authoi*, or only the publisher and 
adopter <rf another man’s malignity. If 
he chooses to s^rid^it into the world, he 
is ciiininal and guilty, and is liable to all 
tfio consequences. Leaving the oilier parts 
of the libel out of the question, I shall 
»shortly call your attention to that part 
which relates to the Plaintiff. It says, “ if 
•• any one man could be found, of whom a 
“ young but unhappy victim of the justly 
“ offended laws of liis country, had in the 
“ moment of his conviction and “inience, 
“ uttered the following apostrophe— 5 That 
“ ‘ viper ! whom my father n unshed V ** 
Is it possible to slate any thing more detest¬ 
able, than that ajjepson, who had oeen 
nourished by the father of a m^n who had 
reqdered himself amenable to the inflic¬ 
tion of the law, should insult and «ting his 
son to death ? "He it was from whose 
“•lips 1 first imbibed those principles and 
“ doctrines, which now by tlu-ir effects 
•• drag me to niy grave ? and he it is who 
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•• is now brought fortvard as my prosecutor, 
and who, by an unheard-of exercise of 
" the prerogative, has wantonly lashed 
" with a speech to evidence the dying son 
*« of Ins former fiiend, when that dying 
“ son had produced no evidence, hud < 
made no defence; bur, on the contrary. 
" lia-J acknowledged the charge, and had 

" submitted to his fate.-* Lord Kenyon 

** would have turned with horror from such 
•f a scene, in which, altliongl^giiilt was ui 
“ one part to be punished, yet, in the 
<* whole draiua, justice was confounded, 
humanity outraged, and loyally insult- 
ed," Gentlemen, tRis is the part which 
particularly' presses on my r mind. As to 
the languag ■ wlncii the pilin’ ill' may be 
supposed to have bch! in the Irish tlouse 
of Pailiamc-nt, it mi;>h>, if true, render him 
unfit for recommend :tnm to his Majesty— 
it sni b ht be iinprnpe*.. Thi-, however, die 
Defendant ha- not attempted to justify. 
But it is the other part of the libel, contain¬ 
ing the most bitter and acrimonious obser¬ 
vations that can [ c-sibly be made use of, 
to \vhich 1 wisii to confine your attention. 
Consider what situation Mr. Piunkctt is in. 
lie holds an ofiice at all times and in all 
cous'..iSv.sof an invidious nature—that of a 
public prosecutor, whose denunciations may 
probably terminate in the death of the cri¬ 
minal. The libel states, “ that such a scene 
“ was acted as Lord Kenyon would have 
“ turned away from with honor; a scene, 
“ in which, although guib was m one part 
“ to be pjiii.-heil, yet, i.i t.is whole dia.oa, 
“ justice was confounded, humanity nut- 
“ raged,and loyalty insulted." To say of 
a public officer of the crown, that he has 
acted in such a scene, is to inipiy«tha! lie is 
forgetful of every principle of justice, an I 
is placing him in the lowest possible state 
of degradation, 'ilium, gentlemen, afe 
the circumstances of this casd. It is far 
you to say, without considering the capa* 
city of the Defendant as to his wealth or 
’poverty# what reparation the Plaintiff is 
entitle' to receive from the justice of his 
countiy. Whatever you may determine 
upon, i have no doubt they will be such as 
ought*to satisfy the parly aggiieveef: and, 
with these few observation , I leave the 
decision in the bands of those to whom, 
by the constitution, it is solely referred. 

The Jury retired fftr about twenty mi¬ 
nutes,, and Returned with a verdict for the 
Plaintiff—Damages £'500. 


LOT4l.Tr or THE IRISH CATHOLICS. « 

(Concluded from p. 863.) 

The attack of your correspondent on the loyalty 


of the superior clergy, is of the most wanton 
nature, and stand* contradicted by the clearest 
evidence of fuels. lias he never seen the loyal 
address of the Catholic nobility, gentry, and 
clergy of freland to the lord lieutenant, dated 
3d: It of May, 1793. null his excellency’s an¬ 
swer? lias he never reaW the declaration and 
imionstrance from all the Catholic bishops and 
their leading clergy and nobility, dared May 
28, and published in the London Gazette of 
June 1, of tin* same year? Is lie yet unac¬ 
quainted with tlie spirited remonstrances pub¬ 
lished by particular bishops in their own dio¬ 
cese ; eirii the animated and forcible language 
winch they employed to recall to a sense of 
duty, tho'-vi of their docks who were embarked 
m the fatal couspiuicy ? When lie asks what 
ecclesiastical ceii-ntes were inflicted on those 
whom the lenity of the government passed hy, 
had lie never heard of the sentence of ixcom- 
niunicn.ion published June 22, 1798, through¬ 
out the archdioccss of Dublin, against pll those 
who should give any direct or indirect :npport 
to the unnatural rebellion? (See all these pa¬ 
pers reprinted hy i'oghlaii, and sold No. 37, 
Duke Streit, Grosvenor Square.)—The man, 
Sir, who in descrihing the conduct of the Irish 
rl.rgy duritijf tlie rebellion, call pass over in 
silence tin-se notorious facts, ami produce with* 
our any shadow of proof, the most infamous 
charges against that wot thy aud excelh lit class 
of men, deserves to be exposed.to the heaviest 
censure ami reprobation of lus countrymen, 
lbs -accusation against Dr. Caulfield, the Ca¬ 
tholic bishop of Ferns, indicates, if it be possi¬ 
ble, an additional degree of rancour and innlig- 
ni*y. The account given by the Ihshop of his 
on u conduct, and confirmed by the most unex¬ 
ceptional autlioii'y, effectually destroys the iu- 
f-iin iii charge-, which have been brought 
u-rt him, and entitles him to the thanks and 
bi.ni diction of his erwntry. 

During tlie tragical scenes of Wexford, he 
extended his protection to persons of all deno¬ 
minations, however differing tn religious belief, 
to Pi.mutants, Presbyterians, and Quakers; 
he exhausted las strength ill speaking, pleading 
and entreating in behalf of the unfortunate per¬ 
sons « ho were seized by the rebels All this 
was done at the hazard of his onu life ; when 
iie was surrounded by four or five thousand 
ratihn* ai med with jukes, ami was continually 
nSMtded with threats and denunciations of ven¬ 
geance. It .was by the most earnest and un- 
reu.itted endeavours from nine o’clock in the 
morning till eight at night, that he saved the life 
of Lord Kingxborough.—It i&AJHW he appeared 
publicly io the streets, with the utmost confi¬ 
dence, but was frequently stopped, at every 
step, to receive the thanks and congratulations 
of Protestants, for having saved them. (See 
Plowden, ibidem, pp. 750, 751.) Jackson a 
Protestant was rescued from the fury of the 
rebels, by the interposition of the clergy, and 
the account which he gives of their meritorious 
conduct, is too remarkable Lot to be insetted. 
“ The conduct of the Human Catholic clergy 
“ of Wexford cannot be too much commended. 
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** The titular Bishop Caulfield, Father Cor* 

M rin, Father Broe, and indeed the whole of the 
“ priests and friars of tlmt town, on all occa- 
“ aions, used their interests, and exerted their 
** abilities in the cause of humanity. Every 
“ Sunday after mass, they addressed their *u- 
“diences, and implfired them in the most ear-* 
“ nest manner not to ill-treat their prisoners^ 
and not to have'upon their consciences the re- 
“ flection of having shed innocent blood. When 
“ they heard of executions going forward, they 
fled to i he spo f , and by every entreaty endea- 
“ voured to rescue the victims from destruction. 

“ Sometimes they succeeded; and when they 
“ failed, they shewed sufficiently, how sensibly 
<( they felt for the unhappy persons they could 
" not save. The gallunt Lord Kingsburough 
“ owed his life to the resolute interposition of the 
“ Catholic bishop” (Ibidem, p. 756.) This 
explicit declaration of Jackson is an ample 
refutation of the assertions of Sir Richard ^ 
Mu.tgrtyve, on the subject of Dr. CuuJfield 
and (hb clergy of Wexford. If the smallest 
doubt respecting the innocence of this re¬ 
spectable and much injured prelate, still re¬ 
mains on the minds of any of tny readers, I 
beg leave to refer to two official documents, 
which place the matter beyond, the reach of 
controversy. After the rehellion had subsided 
and the appearance of Sii Richard Musgraie's 
history had raised considerable prejudice against. 
Dr. Caulfield,•Colonel Littlehales was directed 
by the Lord Lieutenant to inform Dr. Troy that 
government would give Dr. Caulfield that pro¬ 
tection which, from hit conduct und character, 
os a loyal subject, he appears justly to merit. 
The letter of Lord Cornwallis’s secretary is 
dated May 1 Ith, 1800. The same gentleman 
tells Dr. Troy, in another letterdated June 30<h 
1800, that he hud laid his letter with the enclo¬ 
sure troin Dr. Caulfield before the Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant, who desired him to say that his Excel¬ 
lency lias no cause whatsoever to alter the opi¬ 
nions he has imbibed of the loyalty and proper 
deportment of Dr. Caulfield. To this honour¬ 
able testimony in favour of the Catholic Bishop 
of Ferns, it would he an insult to the under¬ 
standing of my renders to add any comment. 
(See the two letters, Plowden, ibidem, pp. 744 
and 745.)—The ridiculous charge against.a ( 
bisnop of distributing ready made absolutions for 
murders to be committed, deserves not a serious 
refutation.—The passage to wliich your cor¬ 
respondent alludes in Dr. Hussey’s pastornl 
letter, he appears not to understand; I recom¬ 
mend it to his perusal a second time, and he will 
find that h tjU pprehemions of the vast rock 
exist only in his own imagination. The lan¬ 
guage of the bishop is strongly figurative; and 
jn plain English he means to say,* that all at¬ 
tempts to resist the total repeal of the popery 
laws are unavailing, and that the oppost-rs of ' 
this measure will tie crushed by i he weight oKu 
opposite party in a fair and legal cuntey:.— , 
Having thus, Sir, closed my remarks oif every 

I ian of your correspondent’s letter, I bow beg | 
eave t » refer the decision of the affair to his ' 
own judgment. Can he with any confidence 
Vot. V. 


suppose, that he has made good his charge of dis¬ 
loyalty against the Catholics of Ireland ? Can 
be for R moment imagiue that his pretended 
proofs, from councils, decrees and rules, carry 
with them the smallest weight! However par¬ 
tial be may be to his own cause, he must be 
constrained by the evidence of facts to acknow¬ 
ledge that lie has miscarried iu what he it pleased 
to term the defence of Lord Rede>dale.—The 
observations, with which he closes his letter, de- * 
manri some reply. He remarks, that during the 
last 60 years many laws have been enacted iu 
favour of Rtflman Catholics, and none against 
them. Does not this statement prove that the 
government of the country entertains a more fa¬ 
vourable idea of the principles of Catholics, 
than the aftthor of the-singutar letfer under con¬ 
sideration! And if the loyalty of the Catholics 
has thus attracted the Attention of government, 
what prevents the completion of the work so 
well begun! What obstructs the execution of a 
great plan.so necessary to consolidate the Jute 
Union, and to promote the general harmony of 
the. Empire! His assertion, that Catholics are 
i%strained from notfiing but power, is contrary te 
fact. To say nothing of their exclusiou from 
every emolument and office in the state, every 
post of any cousequence in the army ami navy, 
at a time when the energy of the whole Empire 
should be exerted, there are p 1 nal laws of an 
odious nature still in force. Such are those 
which regard relapsing pApists, and Ltutt£jvhich 
debar the bravest defenders of the country from 
a free and uncontrouled exercise of their reli¬ 
gion.-Here, Sir, I beg leave to close my 

letter, with my last advice to your correspond¬ 
ent to weigh well his own strength, before he 
commits any further observations to the censure 
of the world.-Tux British Observer. 


EMPEROR QF THE FRENCH. 

On the 18th, of May, the Senate, under the 
Presidency of Catnbaceres, decreed the organic 
Senatus Ctasultum, which confers the title of 
Emperorthe First Consul, and establishes 
the Imperial Dignity hereditary iu bis family. 
It instantly decreed, that the members should • 
Immediately repair to St. Cloud, to,present the 
organic SAiatus Consultutn to the Emperor. 
■They set out after the close of the sitting, ac¬ 
companied by several bodies of troops.— 
The Senate on its arrival, being immediately 
admitted to an audience of the Einpetor, the 
Consul Caqjbaceres, the President, presented 
the organic Senatus Consultant to the First 
Consul, and spoke as follows 

“ ftire,—The decree which the Seflate has 
passejl, and which it takes the earliest opportu¬ 
nity of presenting to your Imperial Majesty, is 
only the authentic expression of a will already 
manifested by the nation. This decree, which 
confers on you a new title, and which aj^r you 
secures the dignity hereditary to yWt race, 
adds nothing either to your glory c fr to your 
rights. The love aud gratitude of the French 
fleople have, for four years, entrusted to your 
Majesty the reins of government, and the con¬ 
stitutions of the state reposed in you the choice 
g 
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of a successor. The ‘most august denomina- ought to wtreat your Imperial Majesty to ctui¬ 
tion, decreed to you, is then only a tribute which sent that the organic dispositions should be itn- 
the nation pays to its own dignity, and to the mediately carried into execution*, and that, for 
necessity it experiences of g vmg you daily tea- the glory as well as the happiness of the ^pat¬ 
rimonies of respect and of attachment, which' lie, Napoldon may be immediately proclaimed 
every day increase.——How could the French, Emperor of the French.” , . 

people fiud bounds to its gratitude, when you Tt.e Emperor replied in the following terms: 

place none to your care and solicitude for it? “ Every thing that can contribute to the good 

Preserving the remembrance of the evils which of the country is essentially connected with my 
it suffered when abandoned to itself, how could happiness. 1 accept the title which you think 
it reflect without enthusiasm on the happiness necessary to the glory of the nation. I submit 
it has experienced, since Province inspired to the sanction of the peoplethe law of here- 
it with the. idea of throwing itself into your ditarv succession, t hope_ France will never 
arms? Its armies were defeated; its finances repent of its having surrounded with honours tny 
were in disorder; public credit was annihilated; family. In all cases my spirit will cease to be 
factions werp disputing for the remains of our present with my posterity, the day on which it 
ancient splendor; every'idea of morality, and shall cease to deserve the love and confidence 
even of religion, was-pbscured; the habit of of the great nation.” » 

giving and resuming power, left the magistrates The Senate being then admitted to an audi- 
without consideration, and eten rendered enccofher Majesty the Empress, the Consul 
odious every kind of authority. Your Majesty Cnrnbaceres, tin- President, said : 
appeared; you recalled victory to our stand- “ Madntn,—We have just presenteiHo your 
ards; vou established order and economy in august spou-e the decree which confers on him 
the public expences; llie.nation, encouraged the title of Emperor, which establishes the go¬ 
by the use you made of your authority, resumed vernment hereditary in his family, and assnei- 
confideuce in its own resources; your wisdom ates future generations in the happiness ot the 

allayed the rage of partv ; religion saw her present race.-A very agreeable duty remains 

altars raised up ; ideas of justice and injustice 10 performed by the Senate—that of offering 
were awakened iu the mindsofthe citizens, when to your Imperial Majesty the homage of its 
they saw crimes followed by punishment, and respect, and an expression of the gratitude of 
virtue Signalized and rewarded with honourable ■ the trench —e.s, Madam, lame proclaims the 
distil..In the last place, and it is no good winch you are continually doing; it says, 
doubt the greatest of the miracles operated liy that b< ing always accessible to the unfortunate, 

• your genius, that people, wl»o*e civil efferves- )'" n employ your influence withihe chief of the 
cenoe had rendered them impatient of every state only to relieve distress, mid that to the 
restraint, and hostile to twery authority, were by pleasure of obliging, vour Majesty adds that 
your means made to cherish and respect a amiable delicacy winch renders gratitude sweet- 

power which was exercised only for their glory er a| ‘d the kindness more valuable.-1 his 

and repose.-The French people do not pro- disposition presages, that the name of the Em- 

tend to establish themselves judges of the con- ptess Jnseplmia will he the signal of consolation 
stitutions of other states f , they have no critical and of hope, and as ( the vntues of Napoleon 
remarks to mnke; no examples to follow ; ex- will always serve as an example to his successors 
perience m future will become their guide, to teach them the ait ot governing nations ; the 
They have tasted for ages the advantages at- living remembrance of your goodness will leach 
tached to hereditary power; they have made their augu«t consorts that the care of drying up 
a short but painful trial of tl« contrary system; tear* » the most effectual means of preserving 

* they return by the effect ef free and mature an empire over all hearts.-1 he Senate thinks 

deliberation to a path suited to tjieir genius, itself bappy in the opportunity of being the first 
They make a free use of their rights, to delegate t<» salute you Empress, and lie w ho has the bo- 
to your Imperial Majesty a power which you? lUour of being its organ, takes the liberty to hope 
interest forbids you tu exercise by yourself. They that you will deign to reefcon him among the 
stipulate for future generations, and by a so- number of your most faithful servants.” 
lenan compact entrust to the offspring of*your The Organic Seni;tus' Consultant was then 

race, the happiness of their posterity. The proclaimed by the Emperor.—-—-His Imperial 
latter will imitate your virtues, the former will Majesty nominated to the dignity of Grand 
inherit our love and our fidelity. Happy the Elector, his Imperial Highness^Pjinee Joseph 
nation * which, after so much trouble and un- Buonaparte ; to that of Constant, his Imperial 
certainty, finds in its bosom a man wouby of Highness Prince Louis Buonaparte; to that of 
appeasing the tempest of the passions, of con- Arch-Chancellor of the Empire, the Consul 
ciliatmg all interests, and uniting aH voices! Cambaceres; and to that of Arch-Treasurer, 

Happy the Prince who (folds his power by the the Consul Lebrun.-1 he Arch-Chancellor 

will, confidence, and the affection of the of the 'Empire, the Arch-Treasurer, ami Con- 

citizens!-If it be in the principles of our con- stable, look the oaths in the presence of the 

stitution, and already several examples‘of this Emperor.-The Arch Chancellor of the Em- 

kind have been given, to submit to the sanction pire presented the Ministers-and Secretary of 
of the people that part of the decree which con- State, who took the oaths before the Emperor, 
cents the establishment of an hereditary go- ——The Constable then presented Generals 
vernmeat; the Senate have thought that it tfAvoust and Beisieres, ms well as General 
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Mprae, Governor of Paris.-The Arch-Chan- 

cellorof the Empire presented also General Du- 
roc. Governor of the Imperial Palace, who took 
the oath.-His Imperil Majesty then address¬ 

ed to Consuls Cauibaceres and Lebrun the fol¬ 
lowing letter s 

“ Citizen Consul Cambacercs,——Your title * 
is about to be changedbut your funeunns. 
and my confideifce remain the same. In the 
high dignity of ArSh-Chaucellor? with which 
jou are going to be invested, you will manifest, 
as you have done in that of Consul, the wisdom 
of your counsels, and th'>sa distinguished talents 
which have given you so important a share in 
all the good that 1 can have done.——I have 
nothing therefore to request of you hut the 
continuation of the same sentiments for the 
state and for me. “ Napoleon.” 

Done at the Palace of St: Cloud, 

28 Floreal, Year 12, (May 18, 

1804). , 

On the 20th of May the following Decree was 
madamy the Emperoa: 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, decrees 
the following Generals to he Marshals of the 
Empire:—Berthier, Murat, Moncty, Jourdun, 
Mastena, Augerenu, Bernadotte, Soult, Brune, 

Lannes, Mortier, Ney, Devoust % Bessierts.- 

The title of Marshals of the Empire to he given 
to the followingSenatois —Kellerman, Lefebre, 
Periguon, Serruvier. (Mgned) Napoleon. 

Done at $h Cloud, &c. &c. &c. 

The French Princes and Princesses are to be 
addressed by the title of their Imperial High¬ 
nesses ; and the Sisters of the Emperor arc to 
enjoy the saute dignity. The Great Officers of 
the Empire are to receive the title of their Se¬ 
rene Highnesses, and they, as well as the Princes, 

are to be addressed “ Monseigneur.”-The 

High Officers of the Empire are to wear the 
■ame dress as that of Consuls; but they tire to 
appear in a particular dbstume upon great oc¬ 
casions.-The Secretary of State has the rank 

of a Minister; and all the Ministers will have 
the title of “ their Excellences.” The Func¬ 
tionaries of the Departments, and all those who 
present petitions, are to address them by the 
title of “ Monseigneur.” The Piesident of the 
Senate will receive the title of “ his Excellency.” 
The Marshals of the Empire are to he called. 
“ Monsieur le Manshal;” and when spoken t(T, 
or addressed in writing, they are to have the 
title of “ Monseigneur.” m 


Organic Senatus Const/hum extracted from the 
Register of the Conservative Senate. Flo - 
real, 12 — May 18, 1804. 

The Conservative Senate, assembled to the 
number of members prescribed by the 90th ar¬ 
ticle of the Constitution, having seen the pro¬ 
ject of the Senatus Consultum drawn up accord¬ 
ing to the 57th article of the Orgauic Senatus 
Consultum, dated Thermidor 16, year 10,.and 
after having heard on the motives of the said 
project the Orators of Government, and tlie re¬ 
port of its Special Commission, nominated in 
the sitting of the 26th of this month, and having 
deliberated on the adoption of it, to the aym- 
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ber df voices prescribed, by the 56th article of 
the Organic Senatus Consultant, of the 16th of 
Thermidor, year 10, decrees as follows:— * 
title r. 

Art. 1. The government of the Republic 
shall he entrusted to an Emperor, who assumes 
the title of Emperor of the French.—Justice 
shall be administered in tlie name of the Em¬ 
peror by officers whom he shall appoint.-2. 

Napoleon Buhnnpartd, now Firsi Consul of the 
Republic, shall be Emperor of tlie French. 

TITLE IJ. — OF HKKEDrTAMEUT. 

S. The imperial dignity is hereditary, in the 
direct, natural, and legitimate descent of Na¬ 
poleon Buouapartd, from male to male, by 
order of primnt>ei>iture, and to the perpetual 
exclusion fkf females .and their descent.——— 
4. Napoleon Buouapartd may adopt the chil¬ 
dren orgrand-cliihlreii'of his brothers provided 
they have attained the age of eighteen years 
complete, and that he .himself have no male 
heirs at the time of adoption. His adopted 
sons enter into the line of his direct descent. 
If he has any male cAldren posterior to adop¬ 
tion, his adopted dims can succeed only after 
the nai urn I and legitimate descendants. Adop¬ 
tion is interdicted to the suceessors of Napoleon 
Bnminpui t£, and to their de-cendants.——5. 
Failing a natural or legitimate heir, or adopted 
heir of Napoleon Buonaparte, the imperial dig- 
ntry shall devolve to and be conferred on Jo¬ 
seph Buonaparte and his natural awrMegiiimate 
descendants, in the order nt primogeniture, to 
tlie perpetual exclusion of females and (in ir de¬ 
scendants.-6. Failing Joseph Buonapanft 

and his male descendants, the imperial dignity 
shall devolve to and be conferred on Louis Buo¬ 
naparte and his natural and legi’iinate descend¬ 
ants, in the order of primogeniture, from male 
to male, and to the perpetual exclusion of fe¬ 
males and their descendants.—7. Failing a 
natural and legitimate heir, or adopted heir of 
Napoleon Buonaparte, failing a natui.d or le¬ 
gitimate Irgir of Joseph Buonaparte and his male 
descendants, of Louis Buonaparte and his male 
descendants, an Organic Senatus Consultum, 
proposed to the^sen&te by the titularies of the # 
•great dignitaries of the Empire, and submitted 
to the acceptance of the people, shall nominate 
the Emperor, and regulate in tus family the or¬ 
der of hereditament, from male to male, to the 
perpeluvl exclusion of females and of their de¬ 
scendants.—8. Until the moment of the elec¬ 
tion of the new Emperor, the affairs of the state 
shall be gdVerned by the Ministers, who shall 
form in Council the government, and who shall 
deliberate by a majority of voices. Uhe Secre¬ 
tary of State shall keep a journal of the delibe¬ 
rations. 

TITLE III.—OF THE IMPERIAL FAMILY. 

9. The Member^ of* the Imperial Family in 
the order of hereditament shall Ijear the title of 
French Princes. Tlieeltlest sou of the Emperor 
shall be styled Imperial Prince.—»-10. Tlie 
moJe of education for the French Princes shall 

>be regulated by a Senatus Consultum.-11. 

They are Members of the Senate and of tb? 
Council of State, when they have attained to 
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their eighteenth year.:-IS. They cannot 

marry without the content of the Emperor. 
The marriage of a French Prince without the 
consent of the Emperor, incurs the privation of 
all right of inheritance both for the individual 
who has contracted it, and for his descendants. 
—-IS. The acts which attest the birth, the 
marriages, and deaths of Members of the Im¬ 
perial Family, shall be transmitted, by order 
‘ from the Emperor, to the Senate, who shall 
order them to be inscribed in their journals, aud 
deposited among their archives—14. Napo¬ 
leon Buonapnrt? shall establish, b^ statutes to 
whirh his successors are bound to conform, 1st. 
The duties of the individuals of both sexes, who 
are members of the Imperial Family towards 
tbe Empeior: 3d. An organization of the Im¬ 
perial Palace, conformably to the dignity of the 
throne, and the gr'nndeur' of the nation.——15. 
The civil list remains regulated in the same 
manner as it was by the 1st and 4tb articles 
of the decree of May 26, 1791.—The Princes 
Joseph and Louis Buonfparil, and, in future, 
the younger natural and legitimate sons of |he 
Emperor, shall be treated agreeably to the a£ 
tides 1,10, 11,12, and IS of the decree of De¬ 
cember 21, 1790. The Emperor may fix the 
jointure of the Empress, and refer it to the 
Civil List. His successors can introduce no 
change in the dispositions made in this respect. 
——16. The Emperor shall visit the depart- 
menty_J-»«pi‘rial palaces shall therefore be es¬ 
tablished in the four principal points of the em- 
ire. These palaces shall be fixed, and their 
ependencies established by a law. 

TITLE IV.—or THE REGENCY. 

_ 17. The Emperor is a minor till the age of 
eighteen years complete; during his ininoritv 
there shall be a Regent of the Empire.——18. 
The Regent must be at least twenty-five years 
of age, complete; females are excluded from 
the Regency.—19. The Emperor chooses the 
Regent from among the French Princes who 
have attained to the age prescribed by the pre¬ 
ceding atticle; aud failing them, fr^m among 
the titularies of the great.digsities of the Em- 
.pire.——20. Failing designation on 'he part of 
the Emperor, the Regency shall devolve to the* 
Prince nearest in degree in the ordef of inheri-' 
tsnee, w ho has attained to 25 years complete. 
—21. In cases where the Emperor has not 
chosen the Regent, if none of the French 
PrinceiHtave attained to the age of 85 yrtirs 
complete, the Senate shall choose/he Regent 
from the titularies of the great dignities of the 
Empire.—— -22. When, on account of the mi¬ 
nority of a Prince called to the Regency in the 
urder of inheritance, it has been conferred j>n a 
more distant relation, or on one of tbe titularies 
of tbe great dignities of the Empire, the Regent 
who has entered on the exercise of his functions, 
•ball cantinucathem till the majority of the Em¬ 
peror,-83, No Organic Senatus Cnnsultum 

can be passed during ttie Regency, nor before 

the end of the third year after the majority.—. 

34. Tbe Regent shall exeche, till the majority* 
of the Emperor, all the attributes of the Impe¬ 
rial dignity; be cannot, however, nominate go 


the grand dignities of tbe Empire nor to thr 
places of the great officers which may be Vacant 1 
et the period of the Regency, or which may be* 
come vacant during the minority, nor use the 
prerogative reserved for the Emperor of raising 
citizens to the rank of Senator. He cannot die* 
'miss either tbe Grand Judge or the Secretary 
(if State.-25. He is nut personally respon¬ 

sible for the acts of his administration.——26. 
All Acts of the Regency are in the name of the 

Emperor under age.* . . 27. Tbe Regent can 

propose no project of a law or Senatus ton* 
sultum, and can adopt no regulation of public 
administration, unlit be has consulted the 
Council of Regency, composed of the titularies 
of the great dignities "of the Empire. He can¬ 
not declare war or sign treaties of peace, al¬ 
liance, or commerce, until alter delilteraiion in 
tbe Council of Regency: the members of which 
in this case only have a deliberative voice. The 
i derision shall be by a majority of voices, and if 
there be an equality, that of the Regent shall 
determine it. The Minister of ForeigTPiiela* 
tions shall have a seat in the Council of Re¬ 
gency, when tbe Counril deliberates on nflfain 
relating to his department. The Grand Judge, 
Minister of Justice, may be called tu it by order 
of the Regent.* The Secretary of State shall 
keep a jou<ns! of ilierieliberaions.——28. The 
Regency can confer no right on the person of 
the minor Emperor.——39, 'llie salary of the 
Regent is fixt d at a fourth amount «f the civil 
list.—SO. The care of the minor Emperor is 
entrusted to his mother, and, foiling her, to the 
prince chosen for that purpose by the prede¬ 
cessor of the minor Emperor. Failing the 
mother of the minor Emperor, and a prince 
chosen by the Emperor, the Senate shall entrust 
the care of the minor Emperor to one of the 
ti’ulunes of the great dignities of the Empire. 
Neither the Regent, nor his de-Criidaiits or fe¬ 
males. Can be chosen to take chaigeof the minor 

Emperor.--31. In ca-e Napoleon Bu»na- 

paril shall use tj)e faculty conferred on him by 
i he 4th Artic’e of Title II. the act of adoption 
shall be performed in the presence pf the 
titularies of the grand dignities of the Empire; 
shall be rec« ived by the Sect eta ry of State, and 
immediately transmitted to the Senate to be 
inscribed in the Journals, and depo-ited among 
the archiles; when the Emperor nominates 
either a Reg* nt for the ininoritv, or a Prince to 
take charge of,, the mmo^ Emperor, tt e same 
formalities shnM he observed; the act of nomi¬ 
nation, eithet of a Regent fur the minority, or a 
Prince to take charge of the minor Emperor, 
are revocable, at the pleasure 6FT«$ Empetor; 
every act of adoption, nomination, or revoca¬ 
tion of a nomination, which bks not been in¬ 
scribed in tht> Journals of the Senate, before the 
death of the Emperor, shall he null and void. 

lift* V.— OF THE GREAT DIGNITIES OF TfeE 
* EMPIRE. 

32. The Grand Diguities of tbe Empire, are 
those df Grind Elector, Arch Chancellor of 
State, Arch-Treasurer, (Unstable, and Grand 
Admiral.—33. The titularies of the Grand 
Dignities of the Empire ore nominated by the 
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Emperor. They shaH enjoy the nine honours 
as the French Princes, and take preoedecy im¬ 
mediately after them. The period of their re¬ 
ception determines the rank which they re¬ 
spectively hold.-34. The Grand Dignities 

of the Empire cannot be removed—36. The 
titularies of the Great Dignities of the Empire, 
ase Senators and^CpunselJors of State.——36. 
They form the Grand Council of the Emperor,* 
they are Members of the Privy Council; they 
compose the Grand Council of the Legion of 
Honour. The present Members of the Grand 
Coimcil of the legion of ^Honour shall retain, 
daring life, tbeir titles, functions, and preroga¬ 
tives,—37. The Emperor presides in the 
Senate and Counril of State. When the Em¬ 
peror does not preside in the Senate or Council 
of State, he shall nominate one of the titularies 
of the Great Dignities of the State to be Presi¬ 
dent.——38. All acts of the Senate and Legis¬ 
lative Body are passed in the name of the Em¬ 
peror, god promulgated or published under the 
iinpeffcSt SeiUm—-39.»The Grand Elector per¬ 
forms the nmetion* of Chancellor—1st. in 
convoking the Legislative Body, the Electoral 
Colleges,and the Cantonal Assemblies: 2d. In 
promulgating the Seuatus Consults for dis¬ 
solving the Legislative Body, or, the Electoral 
Colleges. Tlit Grand Elector presides in the 
absence nf the Emperor, when the Senate pro¬ 
ceeds to the nomination of Senators, Legislo- # 
tors, or Tribunes. He may reside in the Palace 
of the Senate. He makes known to the Em¬ 
peror the remonstrances presented by the 
Electoral Colleges of the Cantonal Assemblies, 
in regard to the preservation of their preroga¬ 
tives.— When a Member of an Electoral College 
is denounced, agreeably to the 21st aittrle of 
the Organic Senntu- Consult urn, of the lGlh of 
Thermidor, year 10. as having committed any 
act contrary to the honour or the good of Ins 
country, the Grand Elector shall invite the 
College to manliest its wilt. He shall report 
die will of tlie College to the Emperor. The 
Grand Elector presents the Members of the 
Senate, of the Council of State, and of the Le¬ 
gislative Body, to take the oaili before the Em¬ 
peror. He administers tin* oath to the Presi 
dents of the Electoral Colleges, of the Depart¬ 
ment and Cantonal Assemblies. He presents 
the solemn deputmimis of the Senate, the 
Council of State, Legislative Body, Tribunate, 
and Electoral Collates, when admitted to an 
audience of the Emperor. 

( To be continued.) 


"public PAPERS. 

Verbal Declaration, made on the 16 th of May, 
at the Diet qfftatisbon, by the Ministers f ur 
tie Elector of Baden, h>andenb>‘ngh, and 
othert, relative to the Subject of the Human 
Note. • 

The Electoral Legation has not faile.d to 
transmit to the Court of Baden aad their other, 
principals, the "Imperial Russian Note; but 
have not received, nor indeed could they as yet 
motive any commands on the subject. They 
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conceive, however, that, they may declare that 
his Majesty the King, and the other Court* 
whom they represent, entertain a welt-founded 
hope that the First Consul will of himself be 
inclined (according to the sentiment of the Bo¬ 
hemian and Austrian Minister) to give a full 
and satisfactory explanation on the subject that 
baa occasioned anxiety, and such as may en¬ 
tirely correspond to tin* expectation of hie Maw 
jesty, the Emperor of Russia. 


FpREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Letter from Rear Admiral Linou, Commander 
of the French Naval Forre in India, to the 
Minieler of Murine, IfC. D<‘trd an board 
the Marengo , m the. Jioad of Bencoolen, Dee. 
3, 1803. 

Citizen Minister,— *-I have the honour to 
inform you nf my departure from the Isle of 
Reunion. I have taken under the line an Eng- 
i-h merchantman of 1500 tons, from Bengal 
hound to China, carrying 16 guns, and valued 
at many millions. M^ mi-sioti was to make an 
{Alack upon ihc isllind of Sumittia.—— Before 
I entered the Straits of Sunda, I was desirous 
to ascertain if they had any vessels iu the road 
of Bencoolen; and yesurday I discovered six, 
but the night forced me to anchor at a dis¬ 
tance. In the morning 'he vessels seeing me at 
anchor, ran f >r safety t>< Sellabur, to ibe south¬ 
ward of Bencoolen. 1 hoisted Eng^jbcolnurs, 
on which an English pilo' was sent onto de¬ 
mand of me the names of my division, and to 
what fleet it b* longed. I employed this pilof 
to anchor before Benmoh-n, out of the fire of 
'he can i > on of Fort Mail borough. ■ ■ I scut at 
the same time, Ln tscumlimie, La pi .on Motard, 
and Le Burteuti, Capi. lialga ■, to Seiluhar, 
to d,-troy such English viS.els as they might 
find ihe'e; and noimlhslaiHlin tin fire of a 
little f ort, wliicn discharged -evr nl -hot without 
effect, ti e-e two vessels fulfilled tneir mission. 
Six vesseK were burnt by the English them¬ 
selves, (Aid two weie burnt by u-, together 
with three larp^magazines of ihe ( o.nj.a'.y, 
filled with pepper, rice, and opium. Toe slop. 
‘Eliza Ann, from Madras, is taken, as welt as 
two brigs.* The loss of toe E glish may tie es¬ 
timated at 10 Or 12 mdlions of tiancs. I could 
have destroyed the town of Bencoolen, but we 
.ire not at war with the natives, ami 1 did not 
wish to unit te the conduct of our enemies, by 
endeavouring to injure individuals without an 

object.- Tlie vessels lost by th< English were 

richly laden, and had come from R-ngal. A 
lieiuenanr and a drummer were kilhd by a 
Camion shot, and two men were wounded. At 
Sellabar we respected private pnipeity, and 
only seized the magazine- of the Company ; 
rliis conduct procu^d flv tin confirfei ce of the 
inhabitants. I have no sick; tiig ciewsare ie 
good health, and i am continuing my cniiae. 

• ^ * 

Letter from Jullibm, Gea. of Brigade, Pro- 
» feet of the Department tf Morbihan, to the 
Grand Judge. Dated Ramses, May IS, 
.1804. 
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Citizen Grand Judge,-An English cor¬ 

vette was taken a fear days ago, by our gun 
boats, at the entrance of the Morbihan ; and 
having yesterday learned that the officers and- 
crew ef this vessel had reached Vannes, on 
their way to Epinai, i had an interview with 
the captain, with the intention of obtaining, by 
artifice, some admission or accounts relative to 
the traitors who might be aiding him on the 
coast, or of the accomplices in the conspiracy 
who might have secreted themselves aboard the 
vessel, to escape, as I suspected, to England. 

- ' ■ I soon discovered this captain to be a 
person of some importance. He is a Mr. 
Wright, who landed Georges, Pichegru, and' 
their accomplices, on the coast of Dieppe. I 
knew him well in Egypt, where he was the lieu¬ 
tenant of Sir Sidney Smith, and charged bv 
that commodore with all his negotiations with 
the French army. I thought he might make 
some useful discoveries, or at least might acquit ( 
hitfiself, by avowing that it was by order of his 
government that he iliseinbai ked on our coast 
that band of assassins, iff id might thus furnish a 
new and authentic proof of'ihe participation ef 
the British Cabinet in this atrocity. 1 have, 
therefore, sent him off by the Diligence, and 
under the escort of the gendarmerie, recom¬ 
mending you, however, to pay him the re-pect 
due to a prisoner of war.——Mr. Wright is t;.e 
same person who some years since escaped 
from the Te mple with Sir Sidney Smith; lie is 
very reserved and cunning, n fnuaiical t enemy 
of the French, vain enough to consider himself 
destined to play a considerable part, and so in¬ 
solent ns to believe that his situation secures him 
from danger.— But this may f.nl him, if he is 
placed in the alternative of throwing the blame 
of his mission upon bis gove.nment, or of pasv 
ing for an ostensible con-pirator, and so liable 
to justice, r thought proper to sine my own 
opinion on this subject.—lie o ill set off this 
evening in tin* Diligence fio-n Rennes, mid will 
arrive at Pat is almost us s»on dsmy t <letter : he 
is aieompanied by a very voting nephew and 
his domestic, wh on l did not think proper to 

separate from him-Although l wished to 

conceal from him the motive of the extraordi-* 
nary measure adopted towards him, he was 
not to be duped; and 1 have reason to believe,, 
from my conversation with turn, (hut he had 
Studied his part, and is determined to remain 
silent, dn ihe principle that he ought only to 
render an account of his military exertions to 
his own government. Nevertheless, whatever 
measures you may take respecting him, I 
thought A»t all events, it would be of importance 
to send you -a man who has acted so con¬ 
spicuously in the frightful conspiracy which has 
struck all France with alarm, aud which Pro¬ 
vidence, always propitious, seems to have 
thrown (as a a new example of its benevolence 
towards Buonapartd) on the coast of Morbihan, 
where his well aytned ship was destined to be 
taken by simple gun boats, and himself to be 
discovered amidst a crowd of prisoners, amongst) 
whom in any otljer part than here, he might 
hare remained undiscovered. 
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summary OF POLITICS. . ^ 

Diet op Ratisbon.— The ministers 
of the Electors of the Empire have made a 
verbal declaration, in the diet, by way of 
answer to the note of thq Russian minister; 
but, they take very good care not to ex* 
•press any participation in .the better feel¬ 
ings of the. Emperor of* Russia, upon the 
subject. They agree with the Russian 
Note, as to the fact of a violation of ter¬ 
ritory and of the neutrality of Germany 
having been committed; but, they ob¬ 
serve, that they have no doubt but that 
the First Consul of France will, of himself, 
hasten to apologize for an act " which, 
they are certain, he must have disapproved 
of!"—They know very well, that he did 
not disapprove of that act; but, that, on 
the contrary, it was by his express prders 
the act was committed: anddiLwitHnatu- 
rally excite a good deal of su^nze, if they 
should not be egregiously mistaken, as to 
his hastening to make an apology. It is 
improbable that he should make any 
apology at dll; and, i r he should, it wilt 
be in such a way as by no means to bar 
his right to exercise a siniila.- power, when¬ 
ever his interests may require it. The 
Electors of the Empire are unwilling to 
nllend the Emperor of Russia; but, they 
are much more unwilling to nllend the 
Eftiperor of the French. Fear is the feel¬ 
ing by which petty half-dependent states 
are almost always actuated ; and of course, 
thty are more likely to yield to a great 
power that is near them, than to a great 
power at a distance!. France has several 
of them under her very paw: they may, in 
case of dangef, cry to Russia; but, before 
their supplications can scarcely be heard, 
they are crushed to death; and, as their 
desire is to live, be the condition what it 
may, it is more than probable, that their 
feeble declaration at the diet is the last 
Vital the world will even* hear of their re¬ 
sentment of the arrest, and the subsequent 
execution, of the Due ll'Enghien. As to 
their joining'in a war against France, on 
account of this violation of their territory, 
or, indeed, on any other ac£gtmt, the man 
must be mad who, though butTor one mo¬ 
ment, entertains the idea. * 

Russia.— Nor does there appear to 
be any good reason for supposing, that 
Russia will declare war against France. 
Without the aid of Prussia and Austria, or 
one-of them, Russia can do little or no¬ 
thing 'against France. Pfussia will not 
stir, if she can, and Austria cannot, if she 
would, unassisted with British subsidies, 
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which subsidies Mr. Pitt will never be " it has been greatly over-rated in this 
able *to spare. A declaration of war, on "country; that it is an expensive, uh« 
the part of Russia alone, would only " productive settlement, aud obliged to 
furnish the French with a fair pretext for " be maintained, ever since we obtained 
again over-running two or three of the “ possession of it, at an enormous expense 
circles of the German empire, without af-' " to this country. I leave your lordships 
fording to this country, one moment's re-^ " to conjecture, then, what my surprize 
lief - from the danger of invasion. Russia 1 " must have been, when I heard, that a 
cannot send a force sufficient*to compel " right hon. friend of mine had declared, ■ 
the French to withdraw their armies from "'in another place, that the minister who 
the coast opposite us. ^The flotillas will " should dye to give up the Cape, would 
continue augmenting, in spite of every " deserve to lose his head !” Lord Hawkes- 
thing that Russia alone can do; and our bury called the Cape "an unproductive 
expense, our alarm, our inglorious de- " and useless possession, maintained at an 
grading warfare, must continue. There " enormcfus expense; a constant drain of 
is nothing short of an extensive coalition " men and of money ;” and insisted, 
upon the continent that will do us any “ that to surrender* it to the Dutch was 
good; and, to render that coalition firm " the wisest course we could pursue.” 
and durable, we must be the soul of it; it < Mr. Pitt did, indeed, say, that " the <jpi- 
inus^Jje oamented^ by British^old, and " nion he had been taught to entertain of 
streng‘hei|^B>y British troops. ^Unless a " the value of the Gape was much higher 
combinatioKf this sort can take place, it *<l fhan that expressed by his noble friend, 
is much better for us that the continent '* He knew there were great autlsorities 
should remain as it is, because every " against him; hut, on the other hand, 
partial attempt at humbling,France must " from what he had heard from a noble 
naturally tend to exalt her, and to extend " Marquis, and from a right hon. friend 
still further her influence and her do- " of his, who had long presided over tha 
minion; and, that such a combination wilk " affairs of India, he was induced to think 
ever be formed, under the auspices of Mr. "the^Cape of Good Hope im- 

Pitt and Lord Melville, it would be exces- " portant place than it had been repre- 
sive folly to suppose. These two persons " seated upon this occa3tou. But thinking 
never have understood any thing of the “ thus highly as he did of the Cape, he 
true interests of England, as connected " considered it as far inferior indeed to 
with the continent of Europe : they have " Ceylon, which he looked upon to be a' 
no notion of making war but for the sake " place, the possession of which would 
of grasping at bits of colonial territory : " add more than that of any other to the 

if (hey assist the powers of the continent, " security of our*East India possessions, 
it is only for the sake of leaving them- " and would put our dominions, in that 
selves at liberty to pursue tlx ir favourite " quarter, in a greater degree of safety 
projects in other parts of thf world. "than *hey ever had enjoyed, from the 

Expedition against the Cato.— At a " first hour tjjat set our foot upon the 
time when ships are fit ..'g out, and troops " continent of India.” In another part of- 
are collecting, said to be destined against ’the same speech, he explicitly declared, 
the Cape of Good Hope, it may not be that he regarded the Cape as being very 
amiss to turn back for a moment, to the* far inferior in value to Ceylon and Trini- 
opinions delivered by some of the members dad.—Yet, this is the post that we are 
of the present ministry, respecting that nc*w, it is said, fitting out an expedition to 
post, at the lime when it wag surrendered reconquer! Mr. Dundas, indeed, now 
to the enemy.—The Lord Chancellor Lord Melville, persevered in his ancient 
asked, upon what grounds the cession of attachment to the Cape, and, regarding 
the Cape^aWd be regarded* as matter of him as the only efficient war-mifiister in 
regret? "Is it,” said he, “because the theyresent cabinet, the measure now about 
" place has been fed at a most enormous to he adopted is consistent enough; but, 
" expense, from* which this country is now if we suppose that »mry member of the 
“ happily relieved?”* Lord Mulgrave said: cabinet had a voice, we shall certainly 
" moch stress has been laid on the vjdue have a right to call upon the Lord Chan- 
" of the Cape of Good Hope. Though I cellyr and Lord Hawkeshjiry for the rea- 
« have nevqr seen the Cape nvyselk, yet I sons that shall induce them to consent to 
"have heard Trom professional men, that 'the sending away of a considerable part of 

-——■ -- our little army for the purpose of recon- 

* See Debates, Register, Vol. II. p. 1105, qneriog a post which they thought we 
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were happy in getting rid of.—As to the 
meuure useif, unconnected with the opi¬ 
nions formerly given by the present mi¬ 
nisters, it would certainly be very difficult 
to shew that it is dictated by wisdom. 
There is a vast difference between the 
keeping of a place of which you have ob¬ 
tained possession, and the undertaking of 
a re-conquest of such place after you have 
surrendered it. It is obvious, too, that every 
enterprise of this sort must be viewed in 
conjunction with the state of thb country at 
home; its danger from foreign attack; its 
resources of men and money: and, if this 
mode of judging be, in the prefect case, 
pursued, an expedition against the Cape of 
Good Hope, even if- immediate success 
were certain, must appear to be a measure 
not easily justified. Exactly how many 
«n& may be required for insuring the re¬ 
duction of the Cape„pan be known only 
to those who have the means of ascertaiq- 
ing the strength of the present garrison; 
but, any number less than that of ten 
thousand would scarcely be embarked in 
the expedition; and, with respect to the 
wisdom of sending away a sixth part of 
our regular army, at a time like the pre¬ 
sent, purpose of making conquests, 

in distant regions, very little difference of 
opinion can possibly prevail. 

Military Project.— —On Tuesday, 
the 5th instant, Mr. Pitt brought forward 
his motion for leave to bring in a bill, 
«• for raising and supporting a permanent 
" additional force, for more effectually re- 
*' cruiting the regular^army, and for the 
*' gradual reduction of the militia.”—Upon 
this very important subject I with to de¬ 
liver my opinion with the greatest degree 
of candour. and ( yet in a manner entirely 
( unrestrained by the respect which, in 
* common with others who have been ac>‘ 
customed to listen to him, I may entertain 
for the person by whom it has been 
brought before the Parliament. Great 
allowances are to be made him, on ac¬ 
count of the difficulties which he must 
have to encounter: slight errors ought not 
to betreated with severity: in condemning 
bis measure, his motive may be found to 
merit applause. He wishes to provide the 
means of augmenting, or rather of filling 
up, our regular army^: so do we all: as to 
the end there is no difference of opinion: 
we only differ as to the means: and, if it 
•hould appear that the means proposed 
by Mr. Pitt are not only not the most 
likely, but are even tbe least likely, to, 
accomplish this,unanimoosly desired end, 
it doge net follow, that the minister has, 
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in making his proposition, discovered any 
censurable want of capacity; because, 
when we take a view of his life, of hi* 
habits, end pursuits, we must at once per* 
ceive, that it is next to an absolute im¬ 
possibility^ that he should possess sufficient 
information upon matters connected with 
the raising of an rfrmy. indeed, all that 
he advances must be cdhsidered as purely 
theoretical; and, tbe raising of soldiers is 
a thing entirely practical A regulation, 
good at one time? may be very bad at 
another time. That which is an induce¬ 
ment to enlist' in one country, is no in¬ 
ducement in another. A man's know¬ 
ledge upon this subject, is not to be ga¬ 
thered from reading, or from calculations: 
actual experience, either by oneself, or 
by those with whom one freely converses, 
and who have such experience, is tbe only 
safe guid#; and, of this jA AXP, Pitt 
has, assuredly, never had Mw assistance. 
Therefore, though the project, as con¬ 
sidered with relation to its inventor, is 
entitled to the utmost degree of indul¬ 
gence ; yet,' care mu.>t be taken not to 
suffer our opinion of his talents in general 
to mislead us here into an approbation of * 
what is rejected either by frfct or reason. 

— - His project, as near as it can be ga¬ 
thered from the report of his speech, is as 
follows: 

1. To abolish entirely all balloting, whe¬ 
ther for the Militia, or the Army of 
Reserve, properly called, in tbe lan¬ 
guage of the Act, the “ Additional Mi¬ 
litary Force/’ And, as vacancies shall, 
in future, occur in the Muitia, to 
leave them not filled up, until the whole 
of the mill tir. force in England is reduced 
to forty-thousand men, and tbe w hole 
militia force of Scotland to eight thou¬ 
sand men. 

2. To make the Army of Reserve a per- 
4 manent establishment, always consist¬ 
ing of seventy-four thbusand men; and, 
out of this body, by, means hereafter to 
be described, to recruit the regular 
army. 

3. Of tbe Army of Reserve there is now, 
in Great Britain, a defioMR'y of nine 
thousand men, and, of the Militia there 
is a deficiency of about seven thousand 
men. These are to be raised immedi¬ 
ately, in tbe manner hereafter mention¬ 
ed, by the parishes, where the defici¬ 
encies exist; and they are ail *o be sent 
to join tl\p Army of Reserve, stationed 
as is hereafter described/' As fast as fu¬ 
ture vacancies shall take place in the 
Militia, men are to be raised by the 
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parishes respectively in numbers equal 
to those vacancies; but, instead of 
going to serve as militia-men, they are 
to join, and to belong to, the Aimy of 
Reserve ; and this course is tp be pur¬ 
sued, until the •M.ilitia be reduced to 
the numbers before stated. 

4. The mode of raising the men is by 
quota, according to the population of 
the parishes respectively. There is to 
be no individual compulsion. The 
men are to be raifed by voluntary 
recruiting, at a bounty lour pounds 
lower than the bounty for enlist¬ 
ment in the regular army ; which re¬ 
cruiting is to be conducted by paro¬ 
chial officers in the 'several parishes, 
and which bounty is to be paid by the 
government, out of a general fund to 
consist of the produce of fines imposed 
on Such gashes is shall, through neg¬ 
ligence or inability, fail in raising and 
furnishing their quota of men, 

5. The men, thus placed in the Army of 
Reserve, are to serve there for the term 
of five years, or during ttfe war, and 
until six months after a peace shall have 
been concluded. They are, however,, 
to have, af all times, full liberty to quit 
the Army of Reserve, agd to enlist into 
the regular service. But, to prevent 
this liberty from being injurious to dis¬ 
cipline, the Army of Reserve is to be 
formed into second battalions, each of 
which is to be annexed to, and, as much 
as may be, quartered with, some one 
regular regiment, and, if possible, with 
that regiment that blars the name of the 
county or district where the Reserve 
battalion has been raised and, it is into 
this regular regiment, and this regiment 
only, that the Arrny of Reserve men of 
this battalion are to be permitted to 
enlist. 

Such is the project, the object of which is 
■aid to be, “ to raise and support a per * 
« manent additional force ; to recruit more 
« effectually the regular flrmy ;*and to effect 
« a gradual reduction of the‘militia!’' In 
the observations'which I have to offer, it 
will be as welUo follow the order pointed 

odt by the above sketch of the project.- 

1. That the balloting is intended to be 
abolished must be a subject of sincere joy, 
not only to all those who are anxiowa to see 
the regular army once more raise its head, 
but to e^fiiy man in the’country, with^he 
exception of crimps and extorting consta¬ 
bles. The traffic which has Geen carried 
<for the last twelve months, is quite 
sufficient to destroy the military spirit of 
Yet. V. 
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any country in the world. Every thing 
that bas touched the business of raising 
men seems to ,have been impregnated 
with infamy. Thatthe militia is intended 
to be greatly reduced in number, is also 
«a subject of joy. Forty thousand men to 
be locked up in this sort of establishment, 
’is a number much too high j and, Scot¬ 
land included, there are still to be forty- 
eight thousand. However, the reduction 
which is now proposed to be made is«of 
importance f it is a good beginning; it 
will dissolve the spell which has so long 
rendered useless the arms of the stoutest of 
our men. ,Wliile, however, 1 .most cor¬ 
dially bestow my approbation on this part 
of the project of Mr.# Pitt, it is impossible 
for me to refrain from expressing some de¬ 
cree of wonder and of regret, that, in pro¬ 
posing it to the house and the country, fie 
should have totally omitted to remind 
them, that he himjelf had, till very lately, 
held opinions, as to this point,. directly 
opposite co those now entertained by him, 
and, that the reduction of the militia 
was, not many months before, recom¬ 
mended, in that house, by gentlemen, 
whom he might have pointed oui to his 
hearers. From the conclusion 
of Amiens, nay, previous to that event, 
so early as the month of March, 1802, # 
Mr. Elliot and Mr. Windham endeavour¬ 
ed to put a stop to the rage for a balloted 
army. On every occasion, from that time 
to this,when any augmentation of militia 
has been proposed, they have strenuously 
opposed such proposition, and principally, 
upon the ground, that with a numerous 
militia it would be utterly impossible ever 
to have ajarge regular army; a truth which 
Mr. Pitt has at last acknowledged, but he 
has made this* acknowledgment in the 
shape of a discovery of his own. Having, 
in the course of my Analytical View of 
.the two pamphlets published upon the 
subject of the quarrel between Mr. i’itt 
and Mr. Addington, had occasion to refer 
to,tmd to quote from the several speeches, 
made by Mr- Windham and Mr. Ei liot, re¬ 
lative to the militia, I shall content myself 
here with pointing out the part.of this 
work where the several passages are to be 
foutfd ; viz, in the present volume, from 
page 5 to page 17. It was, however, 
during the debate ofl the Army of Re¬ 
serve Bill, in the month of June. 1803, 
thatthe opinions of Mr. Pitt were first de¬ 
cidedly and openly expressed upon this 
^subject; and then, particularly in the 
sittingofthe 23d of June, no small portion 
of his speech was occupied in expressing 
ti 
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his dissent, not entirely unmixcd with sar- thousand men more Jn the regular army 
castic censure, from the opinion given by from thrft source, as. well as a considerable 
Mr. Elliot, who, in one of the best speeches number more than there now are from the 

ever made on the subject, had opened the source x>f general recruiting.-2. The 

debate, and who, in speaking of the mili- second head admits of only this one re- 
tia establishment, made use of the follow-' mark, that the augmenting of the Army 
mg remarkable words: “ I have always ( of Reserve to 74,000 men greatly lessens 
" been against carrying this establishment the merit of that part,of the plan which 
" to the extent to which it has been car- goes to the reduction of the militia. The 
" ried. Though I know I am speaking establishment is to be 74,000 men. 
** treason to the sentiments of pome gentle- Seventy four thousand men are always 
“ men, I must avow, that I have, with to be kept locked up in these islands, 
" great concern, seen the militia augment- which, added to the militia, make a 
" ed beyond the number of 50,000. The total of 122,000 men, not one of whom 
“ Test of the population of the kingdom I can be sent upon foreign service. Was 
" would have left to the fair operation of there ever such a thing heard of before in 
’* the recruiting service. For the same the world ? Consider, too, that we beast 
“ reason I should now recommend the sag- of having 400,000 men in our volunteer 
".pension of the levy of the supplementary* corps! Can a nation having 522,000 men 
" militia.” To these observations it was under arms, and not able to ordsf/ine of 
that Mr. Pitt gave the answer contained in those men on the dudes of flkl war ; not 
the motto to the present sheet; and," fee able to send one of them in pursuit of the 
began his speech with remarking, that he enemy, or in search of conquest; can 
itot only differed in opinion from Mr. El- such a nation be said to possess one spark 
liotas to the propriety of passing the bill, of military fire ?—Nay, can it, for any 
but that be approved of it for precisely length of time, defend its own shores?—— 
the reasons that Mr. Elliot disapproved of S. The first demand to be jnade upon the 
it. •* This mode/' says he, in another parishes is for the men necessary to make 
part of toft speech, " will be much more up the deficiencies, which “now exist, in 
" effectual in its execution for recruiting their returns to the Army of Reserve and 
'" the regular army, than that which my the Militia. As a way of coming at some 
" right hon. friend” (Mr. Windham, al- fines, whereby to begin the recruiting fund, 
luding to a former debate) “ would build this part of tne project will certainly sue- 
" 0n the reduction of the militia.” He ceed j for, if these parishes have hitherto 
further said, that " be approved of the been unable to furnish men, though at a 
" Army of Reserve plan, because it was bounty of forty or fifty guineas, what 
" built upon that of tne militia, and was probability is there, that they should be 
" to proceed in its execution by ballot, a able to furnish them, when nailed down 
" mode that was known and familiar to to a bounty four pounds lower than that 
" the community.” Yet, in‘order the of the regular«army; that is, about five or 
more effectually to provide for the recruit- six guineas ? And this demand is to be 
ing of the regular army, (his very gentle- made, too, you will observe, in that sea¬ 
man now proposes to reduce the muitia t6 son of the year, which is, of all others, 
forty thousand men, and to put a stop to the most inauspicious for recruiting ; 
balloting altogether! Very well: he is in> t in hay time and harvest. If this 
these respects doing what is very wise ; project is to be adopted, some, re-con- 
but, fee should have taken an opportunity aideration ought to he bestowed upon 
of observing, that he was now adopting this part 6f it. * These parishes have 
advice which he had rejected (I will not been stigmatized as delinquents .- a milder 
say with disdain) a twelve month ago ; term would have been adopted, if due re- 
and, the public will not fail to perceive, gard had "been paid to thwfedings of the 
that, if Mr. Elliot’s proposition forsus- parish officers and magistrates concerned, 
pending the ballot for the supplementary I happen to be acquainted with some of 
militia had been Jistencd to, Mr. Pitt these gentlemen, and 1 know, that it is 
would not, at this moment, have had to impossible that in seal, toil, or anxiety, 
pronounce«the dismal sentence of gradual in this respect, they should have been sur- 
decay upon the militia of Great Britain, passed by persons in similar sk-vations in 
If that advice had been followed, the any part fif ihe kingdom. The* gross 
Army of Reserve would have been com* amount of the population is a very un- 
pleted many njonths ago, and there would certain standard whereby to judge df the 
now have @een, perhaps, three or [pur ability of a parish to furnish men for the 
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ballot; and, it ii a fact which can be 
proved ■at the bar of the House of Com* 
mons, that, in Bonne of the parishes lernaed 
delinquents, it was physically impossible 
to supply the number of men demanded. 
I have heard, and fsom very good autho- 
rity, that, from a hundred to two hundred 
men are frequently b&llotted, without 
obtaining above onft man, and sometimes 
not one, who is not, from some cause or 
other, exempted from the effects of such 
ballot. Under such circumstances, I sub¬ 
mit whether it be just to stigmatize a 

S arish as delinquent; and, I appeal to 
_ Ir. Pitt whether fines ought now to be 
imposed on Buch parishes, if they should 
be unable to raise the men that are wanted 

to make up for their deficiencies. . 4. 

As to the mode of raising the men, though 
I heartily rejoice at the abolition of the 
ballot*Ixan gever approve of the recruit¬ 
ing service being committed to the hands 
of parish officers. Either the quotas will 
not he completed, or they will be 
completed by such means, and will 
produce such men fsr the arlhy, as one 
cannot but be shocked at thinking of. 
The parish officers are to be forbidden, 
under a penalty of course, to give so high 
tt bounty as that which is given for the 
regular army; that is, they are not to 

f ive above six or seven guineas at most. 

toes any one think, that they will obtain 
men for this sum, just after from thirty to 
fifty guineas have been given as a bounty 
for the very same service ? They are to 
be restrained, too, as to the locality; they 
are not to extend their*recruiting peram¬ 
bulations beyond certain limits. Thus 
circumscribed, can it be believed that they 
will ever fairly raise their quota ? If they 
fail, however, their parish is to pay a fine 
in amount proportioned to the number of 
men deficient. The consequence of these 
regulations will be, the parish officers will 
first endeavour to get the men at the stated 
bounty: it is pretty evident that no man 
will take that bounty unless be is com¬ 
pelled to do it; and, as the parish officers 
and magistrates will have a power of com¬ 
pulsion ovennoM but thieves and vagrants, 
or, at least, offenders against the law, in 
some way or other, that description of per¬ 
sons will form tfie first supply of recruits. 
When this source is dry, and wh«n all 
endeavours to replenish it shall have fail¬ 
ed, the parish officers will inquire whaUis 
the amount of the fine ; and having, ps- 
certaified that, jhey will give s 6 me Crimp 
as much for *each recruit, within a pound 
•r two, as they would hare to pay for 
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each deficient man in the shape of a fine. 
No regulation, no order, no injunction, no 
law, will prevent this. Oaths would be 
useless, aim penalties would be a jest. Re¬ 
gulations of this sort have frequently been 
91 force in the army, when men have been 
raised for rank; and, they have invaribly 
jproved unavailing; because detection and 
proof of guilt are next to impossible. The 
competition will then still remain, and will 
receive increased powers of mischief; be¬ 
cause, there will be more men now raised 
for this limited service than before, and 
they will all be raised for the Army of 
Reserve, instead of being in part raised 
for the milftia, for which service'the coun¬ 
ty did not present so strong a temptation. 
Besides, it must be recollected, that the 
ballot produced tome men at least who 
/erved in person, and whose entrance into 
the limited service did not increase the 
competition against the regular army; 
wlfereas, now, the ‘whole are to be raised 
by bounty ; and, as I have before said, 
after the houses of correction are emptied, 
this bounty will have, and can have, no 
other limit than the amount of the fine im¬ 
posed on the parish for each deficient re- 
*cruit, and, if this fine be of small amount, 
the parish will take but very little trouble, 
to avoid the payment of it. Hence it ap¬ 
pears to me, that one of three consequences ■ 
must inevitably result from this part of 
the project: first, that the quota men will 
consist of thieves, vagrants, and other of¬ 
fenders against the law; second, that, if 
the fine be small, the parish will pay it 
rather than be plagued with recruiting; 
or. third, that if the fine be heavy, the pa¬ 
rish will gtye high bounties, and the com¬ 
petition against the regular army will he 
as injurious as ejjer.. Balloting is to be got 
rjd of, and every one must be glad of that, 
beeause thp effect of it was to produce 

! treat haroship upon individuals, and to 
orce men into clubs to insure one ano¬ 
ther against serving their country, as 
if ibwere a calamity like that of a fire 
or a foundering at sea; but the other 
evil of the tfallot, the competition against 
the regular army, will remain, and must 
operate in full force, unless the fine upon 
the parish for each deficient man be 
lower than the full bounty for enlistment 
in the regular army, in which case it will 
be much too small 1 insure the exertions 
of the parish officers, and mdy*be> con¬ 
sidered merely as a tax; but let it not be 
forgotten, that it wilt be a tax of a most 
cUious kind, and one peculiarly well con- 
trivsd to make the whole nation impatient. 



• 19] COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. [$2(J 


and discontented under the continuation 
of ithe war. In taking leave of this part 
of the subject, it seems necessary just to 
notice the changes which appear to have 
taken place in the mind of Mr. Pitt. In 
his speech of the 23d of June, 1803, htf 
strongly reprobated the imposing of any 
fine at all. Mr. Windham had proposed 1 
a fine to prevent substitution and compe¬ 
tition, which fine might go to a fund for 
raising recruits for the regular army ; but 
Mr. Pitt was for a substitute, or for per¬ 
sonal service, seeing, that this was the only 
alternative that was sure to produce men, 
and then, he said, we wanted ajtd not mo- 
nt y. Now he is for a fine, and for a fine, 
too, which is to go to a general re¬ 
cruiting fund, having clearly discovered, 
that a system of substitution is totally inn 
iSmpatible with the existence of a regular 
army of any considerable strength. But, 
it is to a much more sudden change, thaj I 
particularly allude. When he first broach¬ 
ed to the parliament his present project, 
he appears to have had no notion at ail 
of abolishing the ballot, which, on the 
contrary, he seems to have relied on as the 
main pillar of his scheme. " I should 
** propose/' said he, “ that the ballot 
*' should go on as it is conducted' in the 
“ militia establishment. If an individual 
<* is balloted, he will hare the choice 
" either of paying a penalty, or to accept 
'* of the bounty, which should not be less 
“ than that offered for the regular army. 
** Persons drawn would have the option 
u either of receiving ^bounty, or of pay- 
" ing a penalty, and, *1 have no doubt, 
" if this were a short time persisted in, the 
" system ofsubstitutes would be’materially 
" diminished." Had Mr. Pitt taken but 
one moment to reflect, *iie would hare 
perceived, that this was extremely fallas 
cious,seeing that every drafted man would 
have been found to be a person well able 
to pay the fine, or else a member of some 
club,,by which membership he would 
litre w^en placed exactly in the sain# si¬ 
tuation as if he had not been drawn. The 
sudden change, however, from this ballot 
system,to a system of no ballots, is what I 
wish to direct the reader’s attention to, and 
to remind him, that, at the time whdb the 
former system was brought forward, which 
was on the 25th of April, Mr. Pitt said, 
" he hopec^he should meet with the in- 
" diligence of the house, While he stated 
“ the out-lines o£ a plan on this subject, 
««the result of long and cartful examina/ 
" tion, the effect of digested and cartful 
“ comparison of the wants and circum- 


“ stancu of the country.” A noble Lord 
in the Zither house was, too, induced to 
postpone his motion for an inquiry into the 
state ol the national defence, because he 
understood that Mr. Pitt “ had turned his 
" thoughts to the subjects ” After this have 
we not reason to, be surprised, that the 
plan now presented to parliament should 
so widely'differ from that of which they 
were furnished with a sketch only five 
weeks before ? The very principle of the 
present plan is entirely different from the 
other; for whether the men are to go 
into a militia or an army of reserve is not 
a matter of half so much importance as 
whether there is to be a ballot or not. 
The entire abolition of the ballot is the 
great characteristic of the new plan, and 
in the other plan, the ballot was to be pre¬ 
served. Mr. Pitt tells us, indeed^hat this 
change has arisen from the information 
which he has, since his former speech,.ob¬ 
tained, with regard to the effects of the 
ballot. “ lie had,” he said, " been, in 
" the first instance, convinced that the 
" ballot system was favourable to personal 
“ service. With a view, therefore, of ac- 
" complishing this very d*eshable object, 
" he had been disposed to mhke the ballot 
" the foundation of his plan ; but having, 
“ within these few days, made particular 
“ inquiry into this matter, he had found, 
" that of the whole number of men raised 
" by the army of reserve ballots, only be- 
“ tween two and three thousand had ac- 
" tually given personal service. In Rng- 
" land the proportion had been not more 
"than I in 12, in Scotland it was about 
" 1 in Id, and in Ireland the proportion 
" was so small as not to be worthy of no- 
“ tice. This appeared to him, as he trusted 
" it would appear to the House, a strong 
" reason for not placing so much confi- 
“ dence as he had formerly been disposed 
'* to do in the balloting system,” Yes, 
certainly, a very strong reason, a reason 
perfectly irresistible by any thing butama- 
jority of " good ministerial votesbut, 
let it be remembered that it is a reason, 
which in that very Parliament House has 
been fifty times urged bytwMr. Windham 
and Mr. Elliot sinde the month of March 
1802. What! was it nqt’till " within a 
“few days'* that Mr. Pitt had obtained in¬ 
formation respecting the effects of the 
ballot ? And was he, nevertheless, several 
we'eks ago " perfectly prepared*Sntfi submit 
his *plpn to the Parliament ? Why, there 
was scarcely a man in England, who did 
not know, that the ballot'was almost 
entirely useless as to the producing of per- 
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fional a service; >n4# if Mr. Pitt had re* 
tnaincd in ignorance up to the Very day 
when his first project was opencn to the 
House, he was then told by Mp. Yorke, 
that any plan which was founded'on the 
ballot would fail* of producing personal* 
service; for, said Mr. Yorke, " if you 
“ call for a fine instead of a substitute, th£ 

" fine will be paid, and instead of men 
" you will receive money; for, if the fine 
“ be very small, eacfc person ballotted 
" will be able to pay it, and, if it be so 
'* high as for the payment of it to produce 
“ embarrassment amongst persons in any 
" rank of life, they will, as they now do, 

“ have recourse to a club.” Mr. Yorke 
told Mr. Pitt, upon that occasion, that the 
number of ballotted men who gave per¬ 
sonal service was so very small, that no re- • 
liaiyft„vi4iatever wras to be placed upon 
that source; and yet Mr. ritt now tells 
the House, that it was not till “ within 
*' these few days,” that he became aware 
of this fact, a Tact so important as to in¬ 
duce him to change the very foundation 
of his plan ! Indeed, it was only about a 
week before the plan was finally sub¬ 
mitted to the House, that Mr. Sturges, in 
answer to $Ir. Addington, stated that the 
plan about to be brought forward was, in 
principle and substance, the same as that 
which his right honourable friend had, on 
a former day, sketched to the House. 
The change must, therefore, have been 
very sudden. Certainly so much like ca¬ 
price, that the Parliament ought to think 
well and long bef»re«they adopt any mea¬ 
sure of this sort, introduced by the same 

person.-5. If the men should be at all 

collected together, they sfte to be placed 
in an Army of Ueserve, out of which they 
are to be, at all times, at liberty to enlist 
into the tegular army; but, to prevent in¬ 
discipline, they are to be restrained a6 to 
their choice of regiments, and are, in fact,* 
to be compel!ed*to enlist, if they enlist at 
all, into that particular regular regiment, 
to which they are to'be attached as second 
battalions. But, Mr. Pitt's speech upon 
this part of the subject is resflly too curi¬ 
ous not t6 biwquoted^entirc :• “ It will not 
« be denied that it is*in the nature of man 
n to go on frhm step to step in the general 
" affairs of life. Many will be prevailed 
" on after a certain interval to become re- 
" gular soldiers, who, in the first instance, 
" werasrverse from the life of a soldier as 

« an ultimate object.I declare with- 

" out hesitation, that the mode of dis- 
“ posing of the men in second battalions, 
" attached to regular regiments, is by v 


" the most eligible, afhd the most likely to 
•• be attended with advantage. The House, 

" Sir, are, I am persuaded, sufficiently’ • 
u aware of the sort of connexion that must 
*' be formed between the two battalions 
•' attached to each other in the manner I 
" propose. The promotion of officers 
" must, of course, be reciprocal and indis- 
“ criminate. The consequence of this ’ 

" will be, that a constant interchange be- 
“ tween thp two battalions will be taking 
" place. The officer in the second batta- 
" lion, while he is employing his labour to 
" complete his men in discipline, thinks 
" that hA may soon meet them in another 
" situation, and reap the reward of his la- 
" hour by leading them with honoyr against 
“ the enemy. The soldiers, on the other 
" hand, are animated to the discharge of 
“ their duty by this reciprocity of ser- 
" vices. They cattnot hope to escape from 
if their present commanders, who perhaps 
“ may have been the witnesses of their 
negligence, their carelessness, or their 
“ want of spirit. They have before them 
“ the prospect of being under the com- 
" mand of the same officers, under other 
" circumstances, and therefore they are 
" anxious to avoid that soft <JT unmilitary 
" or criminal conduct which may subject * 
“ them to the censure of their officers, of 
“ expose them to the contempt of their 
“ fellow soldiers. It is to be recollected, 

" too. Sir, that a certain degree of affection 
“ and attachment must arise out of the sys- 
** tem which I am now endeavouring to 
" recommend. It is in the very nature of 
" things, that the intercourse arising out 
" of such a connexion must be followed 
“ by attachment. The interchange of 
“ habits mus^ beget some degree of af~ 

" fection. A kind of family feding must. 

" be created in the w hole body. We have 
“ seen tfiat out of 30,Q00 men raised last 
“ year, 10,000 were induced to join the 
“ regular army, though scattered and dis¬ 
jointed over the whole mass of the regu- 
“ lar troops in this country, flow much 
" more powerful. Sir, must such a feeling 
“ be, when the connexion betwixt first 
“ and second battalions is so clo& and so 
“ qpimating as that which I have iiow de- 
" scribed ? In the one case there was no 
“ previous tie of attachment. In the 
“ other, there tfill be all the influence of 
“ known habits, feelings, aiTd manners.” 
.. . . .. - This is “ sueh stu^ as dreams are 

" made of!” To argde thus is at once to 
show the world that you know nothing at 
all of the nature of a military life and of 
the propensities of soldiers. No, it will 
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not be denied, that men " go on from step habits. " Sweet, oh, sweet’s the love that 
" to step in the general anairs of lifemeets returnt” One is almost tempted to 
but, every one, who considers well this, believe, that it is a modern novel, and not 
subject, will deny, that, without other mo* the spet ,i of a member of Parliament, 
fives than such ,as are here enumerated which is the subject of comment. Sol- 
by Mr. Pitt, men will be very ready to diers enlist from affection* and family feel • 
exchange a limited term of service for an ing f Gracious heaven, how dangerous it 
unlimited term. According to the pre- it that a man of a fanciful ‘mind and en- 
•sent project, the men of the Army of Re- chanting eloquence shoifld possess great 
serve are to. be attached to, and quartered political power! The three principal mo* 
with, if possible, the regiment* of the line, lives by which men are actuated in enb'st- 
into which alone they are to be'permitted ing from one service into another, are, 
to enlist. In fact, they are to be placed first, change of officers and non-commis- 
in the same regiment that they must enlist sioned officers; second, change of place; 
into, if they, enlist at all. How phis is to third, the bounty ; and, whoever is weak 
be managed one might ask Mr. Pitt. How enough to rely upon the effect of any. 
a battalion enrolled for home service is to other inducement, will certainly find him- 
be attached to a battalion enrolled for, and self deceived. The first, if we allow the 
liable to be sent upon, foreign service, he ^coupling system to be practicable, is to- 
will, I dare say, endeavour to explain. It tally cut off by the proposed rmmlafion; 
is evident, however, that this system of because, though a maWshould «Nm Into 
coupling the Reserve battalions with bat- ( the regular battalion, he will not thereby 
talions of the regular army, can be adopted obtain a change in his officers; and, if he 
only in certain cases; and,as to adhering has a bad character, he will stand no 
to any rule the object of which shall be chance of exchanging it for a better, be- 
to unite each battalion of Reserve with a ing still confihed to the same corps, and 
regular battalion bearing the name of, and amongst all the persons who have been, 
chiefly recruited in, the county whence perhaps, witnesses of his disgrace, and 
the Reserve "battalion has been collected, which disgrace he would wipe away by 
, the thing is utterly impracticable, and so passing over to \ regiment at a distance, 
it must appear to every one who bestows and entirely disconnected with that in 
the least reflection upon the subject, which he has been serving. Then, as to 
Supposing, however, the coupling system the second point, whoever knows any 
to be practicable, to a certain extent, what thing of soldiers, knows well, that their 
will be its effects as to the recruiting of ruling passion is love qf change, particularly 
men for the regular army ? Mr. Pitt very change of place. Ask any soldier, which 
truly states, that the making of the two he thinks is the worst and most disagreea- 
battalions one regiment, as to the duty’ ble place upon the* face of the whole 
and promotion of officers, and the prevent- globe, and he will instantly answer you : 
ing of the men from enlisting htfo any “ this place whete I am quartered.” There 
other than their own first battalion, will are particular cases to cause exceptions to 
•' cut off all hoj i to escipe frorfi their present this rule; but, I am certain, that, ninety- 
“ commanders, who, perhaps, may haye «nine times out of a hundred the rale will 
«* been witnesses of their negligence, dis- ’ be found lo hold good. Soldiers always 
“ obedience, or wartt of spirit.” But is Jong for the day of marching or of em- 
this circumstance likely to promote re- barkation : it is in the nature of the ser- 
cruitu% ? if men are discontented with vice and of their situation that we are to 
their officers, is it likely that they wih, look for the cause of.thfs propensity: it 
with the prospect of continuing under pervades both old and young, married and 
those officers, exchange a limited term of single : non-commissioned officers as well 
service for set vice for life? This regsla- as men : and„it is wcdl knotgp, that keep- 
tion might prevent indiscipline, in certain ing regiments long "in the same place 
cases ; but most certainly it would bfc a never fails to make discontented soldiers 
deadly blow to recruiting from the Army and to produce desertion. Of all this Mr*, 
of Reserve into the regular army. Much Pitt seeito to have been totally unaware, 
dependence seems et> be placed upon the He thinks, on the contrary, that be shall 
effects of that personal attachment and affec- induce men to enlist info the regojggarmy 
tion that will arise out of the coupling Sys- by net 'Suffering them to entertain any 
tem ; and we are told, that,by this system, ( hope of *a change of place f{om such «n- 
a sort of "familyfeeling” must be created listment. They are to remain "quartered, 
by the intercourse and interchange of at the same place* for a year together 



925] JUNE' 

perhaps, in company with their (first bat* 
talion; and, if they enlist, tl* enlist¬ 
ment gives them no chance of a removal, 
and, therefore, this most powerful of all 
inducements to change their condition of ( 
service, is completely destroyed. He says,' 
that out of the jhirty thousand men raisec^ 
for the Army of .Reserve last year, ten 
thousand have been induced to enlist into 
the regular army, " though scattered and 
*' disjointed over the jvhole mass of the 
** regular troops in this country. How 
" much more powerful, then, Sir,” said 
he, “ must the inclination to enlist be, 
“ when the connection between the first 
“ and second battalioif is so close and so 
" animating as that which I have now de- 
" scribed.” I make no doubt that the con¬ 
nection ju animating 1 in description, but 
1 am will nty be so in reality. A 

common man would, I think, have argued 
in a manner directly the opposite of that 
of Mr. Pitt. Such a man would have said, 
that, since we have, by leaving the men at 
liberty to choose tjjeir regiments, obtained 
tea thousand regular recruits out of thirty 
thousand of tjie Army of Reserve, we 
ought by alj means to continue that sys* 
tern, anu not to endanger the success of 
recruiting by imposing restraints upon the 
choice of the persons whom we wished to 
become regular recruits. The third in¬ 
ducement, that of the bounty, will con¬ 
tinue to operate as before; that is to say, 
if it be of the same amount. But here we 
are again to consider the effect which this 
bounty will have in impeding the progress, 
if not in keeping at a stand altogether, the 
ordinary recruiting for the regular army. 
The parish-raised recruit fir the Army of 
Reserve is to receive four pounds less than 
is given to an original recruit for the re¬ 
gular army. Now, suppose it, for a mo¬ 
ment, possible to cause this regulation to 
be adhered to. Ilorv high wifi you fix 
the hourly of tfiose who enlist from the 
Army oPReserve«into the regular army? 
At more than four (founds,, certainly, or 
else the inducement will be too feeble to 
have any effect at all; and, if*you fix this 
bounty high, Will it pyt be reckoned upon 
by those who would, perhaps, otherwise 
enlist into tlie regular army at once? 
Whatever be its amount, howetrer, this 
bounty must always be included in the 
estimate of the competition against th^re- 
cruitingsftir the regular army. As to the 
discipline which the coupling system is ex¬ 
pected to prdfhote, I have very little opi¬ 
nion of it indeed; and, if the system be 
practicable* which I do not believe, I 
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should think, that the injury it would do 
the regular regiments, in the way of disci¬ 
pline, would far outweigh, any good that 
could possibly be derived from it to the 
battalions of Reserve. A commanding 
officer, who entertains a proper degree of 
regard for the interest and honour of his 
regiment, dreads nothing so much as to be 
encamped or quartered with a regiment' 
where the discipline is lax, and where, of 
course, his men must imbibe evil examples. 
What, then, would be the feelings of such 
an officer, were you to propose to keep a 
battalion of half-disciplined men conti¬ 
nually "'attached”- to his reTgiment. If 
the proposition did not drive him mad he 
must have a mind much stronger jhan any 
that I can form an idea of. But, the dis¬ 
cipline in both battalions is to be exactly 
alike. Will any military man say that 
this can possibly 4ake place, except it 
he* by relaxing the discipline of the first 
battalion ? Suppose, for a moment, that 
it were possible to screw up the Army 
of Reserve recruits to the discipline 
of the line at once, what would be 
the consequence ? Not a single man of 
them would consent to lengthen his tertn 
of service. Is it not notorious, that there 
is little or no discipline in the reserve bat¬ 
talions ; and, that the men have gon£ 
from those battalions into the regular 
army, before they knew what it was to be 
treated as soldiers ? What then would in¬ 
duce them to enter the regular army, if 
they were upon their first putting on a 
red coat, subjects to all the necessary 
severities of a soldier’s life ? Yet, to keep 
them uniter a relaxed discipline, attached 
to a regular regiment, would lie to ruin 
that regimen^ and, besides, if in such 
case, a due degree of severity, that is, if* 
str/fct discipline, were maintained in the 
first battalion, it is preposterous to hope 
that any man of the second battalion 
would enter into it; while, on the other 
liiyul, the soldiers of the first battalion 
would assuredly grow discontented at the 
con Hast. In short, whichever way I turn 
iiiis coupling part of the plan, in whatever 
light l view it, I am convinced, tfiat, if at 
all practicable, and if persevered in, it will' 
fail of its professed object of increasing 
the numbers of the regular army, and will 
materially injure? if not, at las^ totally sub¬ 
vert, the present exemplary discipline of 

that, army.-1 cannot, conclude these 

remarks without again adverting to that 
'part of the plan which proposes to abolish 
all halloaing. I dislike every part of the 
plan except this, including in this, of 
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course, the ^eduction of the militia; but, so 
well do 1 like this part, so pleased am I with 
the prospect of seeing the poor^narried 
journeymen and labourers relieved from 
the burden of the ballot, and the country 
relieved from the disgrace of militia and 
army of reserve clubs, that I feel strongly 
disposed to meet all the evils that the other 
parts of the bill are calculated to produce. 
Since the operation of the Volunteer exemp¬ 
tions, the burden of the ballot ^as been al¬ 
most unbearable. Prom the moment these 
exemptions were found to exist, the per¬ 
sons composing or governing thevolunteer 
corps, had it in their power to place, or to 
continue the burden of the ballot upon 
the shoujders of whomsoever they phased; 
and, as this power naturally fell, for the 
most part, into the hands of opulent and 
talkative tradesmen and shopkeepers, the 
description of the persons left exposed to 
the ballot may be easily guessed *aj. 
When a volunteer corps was about to be 
raised, the first step was to form a commit¬ 
tee, and the first business of that commit¬ 
tee, 'after having laid down rules for their 
own proceedings, was, to elect members 
to fill the corps. If they viewed the corps 
as a protection against the ballot^ they 
would, as a matter of course, begin by 
selecting into it all their ogvn relations, 
servants, and apprentices; and, if the circle 
became wider, it first extended to their 
friends and acquaintances; and, at any 
rate, was sure to be confined within the 
sphere of life, in which they themselves 
moved. Thus, the poor married journey¬ 
men and labourers were excluded, were 
left alone exposed to the crushing weight 
of the ballot, and that, too, merely for rea¬ 
sons which might have been urged against 
their being exposed to the ballot at all, even 
in company with others. It never was,* 
it never could have been, originafly, the in¬ 
tention of Parliament to lodge this oppres-* 
sive power in the hands of volunteer com¬ 
mittees, or even in volunteer corps it 
never could have been its intention to in¬ 
vest any body whatever with «uch an un¬ 
heard-of prerogative. Where is it possible 
to find*iri the'laws or usages of this toun- 
try, or of any other country where the 
name of liberty exists, any principle 
whereon to give a jiart of a parish a right 
to associate together, and to say to the 
other part,* we will be exempt from the 
burdens of the militia and the army of re¬ 
serve, but you" shall not: you shall not 
only bear your own share, but our share 
also. Had ifae.right and the power of ad- 
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mining men i*nto the volunteer corps been 
regulated fy law; had every man, poor aft well v 
as rich, irArried as well as single, had an equal 
chance o|protecting himself, in that way, from 
the effects of the ballot; then, indeed, the case 
( would have been different. But, the power of 
admission and of rejection was arbitrary; and, 
a power more oppressive and odious never was 
Ixercised jn the world. It iijsttfntly drove all the 
poor married journeymen and labourers into 
clubs; the dub-money was,ofcourse, deducted 
from the cloathing and food of their wives and 
children, who were smarting with hunger and in 
rags for the gay coats and lofty plumes of the 
volunteer corps. Thank God, this oppression 
is now to be done away ! I most sincerely thank 
Mr. Pitt for his intention; and though, if taken 
separately, 1 would oppose almost every other 
part of the bill which is now before the House, 
yet, 1 most certainly would vote for the whole 
rather than risk the loss of tiiis wise and salutary, 
this just and merciful provision.—n de¬ 
sirable object is obtaiuedpone shuufl^rfiwovcr 
nice as to the time, manner, or other circum¬ 
stances, under t\hich it has been brought about I 
but, really there is something so remarkable in 
the circumstances attending this abolition of the 
ballot system, that one cannot refrain from no¬ 
ticing them. It wasouly about seven days pre¬ 
vious to the day when this abolition was pro¬ 
posed, that the minister hastened, not without 
some remonstrance, the voluntee* consolidation 
bill through the House ; and, it will be recol¬ 
lected, that one of the principal objects of that 
bill was to settle the terms on which volunteers 
should be exempted from the operation of the 
ballots for the militia and army of reserve. 
How, then, must the House of Commons have 
been surprised to see the same minister, in less 
than a week afterwards, bring in a bill which 
sets out with declaring, that those ballots shall 
no longer exist ? Mr. Pitt's change of mind has 
confessedly been very sudden; but, it now ap¬ 
pears, that, at the very moment, when he was 
driving the voluflteer exemption bill up to the 
Lords, he had iu his pocket another bill, which 
should render that exemption perfectly nuga¬ 
tory. These bills, like waves of the sea, suc¬ 
ceed, urge on, roll over and swallow one ano¬ 
ther. As to the volunteers, they have no rea¬ 
son whatever to complain. The law has pro¬ 
mised them, that they shall* be exempted from 
the effect of a the ballots* for the militia and 
the army of reserve, tnd they arc still to be 
exempted. It has never promised them (nor 
did they, I‘hope, ever wish for such a pro¬ 
mise), that others, their lesa*courageous and. 
more unfortunate fellow subjects, shall not 
he exempted from those ballots; and, in¬ 
deed, one would expect, that this extension 
of the favour would rather augment than lessen 
its value in the eyes of persons, who have as¬ 
sociated for the laudable purpose of defending 
their country, and who must, of*enurse, be 
happy to seeuthe burdens of any port of their 
countrymen alleviated, •, ' 
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“ The few of ut who hare protracted life to the extreme limits of our short period, have been con- 
“ demned to see extraordinary things: new system of policy, new opinions, new principles, and 
“ not only new men, but what might appear a new species of men. 1 believe, that a man who lived 
“ forty years ago, if the intermediate space were expunged from hi* memory, would hardly credit hia 
“ senses, if toldifrom the highest authority, lhA an army of two hundred thousand men was kept 
“ up in this Island ;*that in the neighbouring island there were, at least, four score thousand more > 
“ but, when he should hear of this immense army, whatfnust be his astonishment to find, that it 
was supported for the mere purpose of an inert and passive defence; and, that, in its far greater 
“ part, it was disabled, byJts constitution and very essence, from defending us against an enemy by 

" any one preventive stroke, or any operation of active hostility."-Letter from M*. Box** to 

Dr. Laurence, 1797". 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Russia.— —The sanguine hopes, which 
some persons entertained'of the interference 
of Russia, in the present war, seem to be al¬ 
most entirely dissipated. It was, from the 
first, •vSdeil^ that this^ower, however great 
in itself, could do nothing, in a war against 
France, without the hearty co-operation of 
Austria; and, there were many and weighty 
reasons why that co-operation should not be 
obtained. It is rumoured on the Continent, 
that a personal interview is about to take 
place between the Emperor Alexander and 
the King of Prussia. Whether this inter¬ 
view will take place or not it is impossible 
for us to know; but, those d^ho wish not to 
be deceived will be caretul not to ground 
thereon any hopes of an offensive alliance 
between Russia and Prussia. Prussia dares 
not stir; and, if she dared, she would not, 
while there was the least chance that Eng¬ 
land or Austria might profit from her move¬ 
ments. • 

Franck.— It is said, that the French 
minister at Ratisbon has gitjpn in to the 
Diet an answer to the note of Russia, and 
that Mr. Hedouvflle, the French ambassador, 
has been recalled from St. Petersburg!*. 
This may be prematurely staled ; hut, it is 
by no means incredible; and, there is no 
doubt, that Napoleon means not to yield 
even a hair’s breadth to his brother Emperor. 
—The exaltation wf Buonaparte has, it is 
said, been formally announced to all the 
courts of Germany, where there can be little 
doubt of his litle being immediately acknow¬ 
ledged; and, as To Russia, its withholding 
its acknowledgment for a time will be of 
very little use. * The fact is, that, when 
thirty-five pillions of people, such people as 
the French, and situated as the French peo- 
e are, choose to say thafcthey will have an 
mperoi^Tn Emperor they must have. , It 
is the same with respect to the*chan*ge of 
the state of Eflfbpe. If the French people 
Vot. V. * 
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will reviv^the military age, the military age 
must be revived. Other nations may com¬ 
plain ; universal philanthropy may put forth 
all its whining powers; merchants and shop- 
keepers may cry, like a Jew when you have 
kicked over his box of trinkets; but, still it 
is of no use. If a nation like the French, 
placed in the hearf of Europe, and having a 
government fully capable of giving effect to 
the general inclination; if such a nation, so 
situated and governed, will insist upon 
making the nations of Europe military na¬ 
tions, they must become military, or they 
must be conquered by France,Jp whatever 
extent France may think proper to carry her 
conquests. Nor will it, amongst those who^ 
take time to tfcflect, and whose souls are not* 
absorbed in the love of wealth and of ease, 
be a subject of r&ret, that there has arisen a 
power capable of producing this change. 
Europe was buried in luxury and baseness. 
There was a manifest degeneracy in her 
people. There waftted something to rouse 
them to chasten them, to render them more 
worthy ofrthe delightful and favoured land 
they inhabited. The scourge has been severe: 
some nations have i*een completely oblite¬ 
rated : the work of chastisement is still ' 
going on; #md, it yet remains to be known, 
whether we shall prove ourselves worthy of 
tbeinjj spared, worthy of remaining a free 
and independent nation, worthy of enjoying 
those blessings which were itanded down to 
us by our forefathers.—The preparations 
for invasion*are said to continue. That 
there Jiavc, hpwever, been recently made 
any great additions to the force apparently 
destined against this country, no proof ap¬ 
pears to exist. Indeed, it is soobviously the 
interest of the enemy tt> do nothing, that we 
may be pretty well assured, that Jye will not, 
at present, attempt a descent upon this coun¬ 
try. He knows well, that lie has nothing 
! to do but to leave u* as we are, and in pur¬ 
suit of our present systems, for the space of 
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four or five years. .If another sort of poli¬ 
ticians were to take the helm, indeed, his 
plans might be disconcerted; but, against 
Mr. Pitt and his systems Buonaparte must 
be mad, if he ever thinks of employing a 
single soldier, except by way of loup garon, ( 
or^ hobgobbling; 'and, if he were an econs- 
mist, he might make a considerable saving 
by quartering paste-board or wooden soldiers 
along the coast.——The trial of the conspi 
rators is going on at Paris. All good and 
loyal men will lament if Georges and his 
old companions should suffer. Let us hope 
that Buonaparte, now that he is an Emperor, 
will know how to admire the unparalleled 
loyalty of these gallantrnen. By pardoning 
them he would do ipore for his character 
than can ever be done for it by any other 
means. Very different indeed is the situa¬ 
tion of Georges from that of Moreau, or anjf 
of those who had aided in the revolution, 
and who could have ifb reasonable and va¬ 
lid objection against the Authority of Buona¬ 
parte. There is no proof that Georges and 
his companions meant to assassinate; and, 
if there were, some allowance is to be made 
for their long state of irritation ; for the suf¬ 
ferings that they had undergone in conse¬ 
quence of the cruelties of the republicans,' 
by whom me parents, the wives ajid chil¬ 
dren, the brothers and sisters, of the far 

* greater part of them, had bten massacred, 
ot murdered in cold blood. Bouvet, for in¬ 
stance, who is one upofi the melancholy 
list, had seven brothers, every one of whom 
was murdered, ..t different times, by the re- 

, publicans, acting under the orders of the 
Consular government.* Is there not great 
allowances to be made for such a man ? 
That heart must be hard indee<l*which feels 
not great compassion for him, *even sup¬ 
posing him to have contemplated the crime 
of assassination; and, totally devoid of jus¬ 
tice must that mind be, whkjji dodfc not 
widely, discriminate between the case of 
Bouvet and Moreau. * 

Corps Diplomatique. —The appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. Arbmhnot to succeed, Mr. 
Drummond, at Constantinople, is, perhaps, 
a charge for the better; but,"would it not 
have teen still more prudent to send^to that 
important post a person of longer standing 

|and greater experience? The LXuesnre in 

* an excellent disposition, at this time; they 
are decidedly, hostile to, and resolutely de¬ 
termined to resist, the further encroachments 
of France! This very favourable circum¬ 
stance we owe, in a great measure,.to the 
zeal, ability, experience, and conciliating 
manners of Mr. Liston ; and, though ofle 
couU have wished him to remain at Copen¬ 


hagen, yet there is every reason to hope that 
his place ivill be'very satisfactorily supplied 
by Mr. Jbarlikc, who is appointed Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
to that (Sourt, and who is extremely well cal¬ 
culated to cherish and preserve a disposition 
favourable to his country. Amongst die 
^ate promotions, every one, who » acquaint¬ 
ed with the character and services of Mr. 
Thornton, late sec. of legation in America, 
will rejoice to see, that he is going in that 
capacity to the cou*t of Berlin. But, who is 
to go to St. Petersburg!* ? Is it possible, that, 
in this critical state of Europe, no exchange 
of ambassador is to take place there ? Can¬ 
not Mr. Pitt find, amongst all his numerous 
friends,one experienced person of high rank 
and great consideration to send to that 
court? British economy is the strangest 
thing in the world: we very contentedly 
bear (axes, till we cap hardly stagglr^dong 
under them, in order to enrich the vile Jews 
of the 'Change; but, we look at a guinea 
and turn it ten times over before we will 
part with it for the purpose of adding to the 
allowance of an ambassador, though we 
know, that in many cases, and, indeed, in 
most cases, the success of hjp efforts depends 
upon the expenses he is able to go into. 
This is the folly of no other nation. It is a 
plaut peculiar tt> this soil; and it has grown 
with more rankness than ever since the com¬ 
mencement of the power of Mr. Pill, who, 
rocked in the cradle of party, nursed in the 
Houseof Commons, has never attached much 
importance to any thing but the result of a 
debate. The Bank, indeed, has, of late 
years, been the rival of St. Stephen’s; and, 
very lately, the circumstances of the times 
have produced a rage for volunteering and 
military projects; but, towards our diplo¬ 
matique concerns his attention seems never 
to have been, even by chance, directed. Of 
the gifts that Lord Harrow by has in this 
way, we shall, probably, be made acquainted 

by woeful experience . As somewhat 

connected with this subject, the answer, 
which the french have published to the cir¬ 
cular note of Lor8 Hawkesbury, may here 
be mentioned. It was by no means difficult 
to triumpfi over so miserable a performance, 
a performance that wouliPhave been a dis¬ 
grace tothe talents of a»y man,and what,then,' 
must it b<yo a minister of Hate of a great na¬ 
tion ; # or rather what must it lie to that na¬ 
tion ? Thus it is that we have sunk, and are 
sinking, in the eyg& of Europe. We have 
Iogt our ancient reputation for sBlM wisdom, 
firmness, integrity, and energy. The na¬ 
tions of the world now bellCRaL in our states¬ 
men, a set of shuffling sophisticating dispu- 
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tents, who place reliance, not upon their 
character ana abilities, or, in the iTst resort, 
upon the spirit of the country, but upon their 
- cutenessf their cunning tricks, ttysir out¬ 
witting of their opponent; not recollecting 
that such qualities and arts, though the only 
resource of petty states, are sure to be the 
ruin of a great* kingdom, if employed fow 
any considerable length of time.* 

Slave Trade.— On the 30th ultimo 
Mr. Wiiberforce made a motion, in the 
House of Commons, forthe House to go into 
a committee, in order to consider of the pro¬ 
priety of introducing a bill for the purpose 
of etfecting an abolition of the Slave Trade. 
The motion was finally carried, and the bill 
is now before the House, havingalready gone 
through several stages. The preamble of 
this bill says: “ whereas the slave trade is, 
“ contrary t0 ^ ie principles of justice and hu- 
*• inanity” Very short and pithy 1 One 
would have thought, that when the charac¬ 
ter, not only of a very considerable number 
of British subjects, but also that of the go¬ 
vernment, in all its branches, not excepting 
the House of Commons itself; one would 
have thought, that, when all this character 
was at stake, ^hal a little more ceremony 
tpiglit have Been used. But, as it has fre¬ 
quently been observed, thejove of the negro- 
race is a passion which knows no bounds, 
and, indeed, partakes in no trifling degree of 
the nature of the beloved object. This must 
certainly be the case, or, it is impossible to 
conceive, why the preamble to this bill 
should have fixed upon the whole English 
nation, for more than a century and a half 
back, the odious and detestable charge of in¬ 
justice and inhumanity.——The object of 
the bill appears to be to Abolish the slave 
trade altogether, but not immediatelv, per¬ 
haps. It consists of pr< hibitions to carry, to 
land in the king'sdominions or elsewhere, or' 
to receive, slaves from Africa or any where 
else; together with a clause for nullifying gll 
insurances of ve&els carrying slaves, and for 
making such vessels prizes to ships of war 
and others.—To eater upton a discussion 
of the question of the slave trade would, at 
any time, require a very grave apology: but, 
no apology cow Id possibly be sufficient for 
attempting it at this* listless season of the 
year, it is Question so completely worn 
out, and rendered so disgustiftg by the un¬ 
accountable perverseness, with which it was, 
on both sides, maintained, that people of or- 
dinarjtfrverves shuddef at the recollection of 
it, and, rather than be compelled tq listen to 
a repetition «f the whole never ending con* 
troversy, not a few of them would consent 
to be deprived of the power of hearing. 
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Seeing that such is the'characler of the sub¬ 
ject ; and, being of opinion also, that the 
bill, haying already answered its ckitfpur¬ 
pose, will how be translated to the upper 
House, there quietly to repose in the tomb 
of its forefathers, I by no means intend to 
give it any angoyance on its passage, but* 
to turn from it at once to a matter, with 
which it is somewhat connected, and which, . 
in my humble opinion, concerns us much 
more nearly than any thing that cart take 
place on thf coast of Africa, or in the West 
Indies; 1 mean, the importation, the foster¬ 
ing, and (he propagation of blacks in the 
United Kingdom, particularly England . But, 
before 1 enter on this topic, I wish just to 
make one remark or (wo on the tone which 
the partizans of the negroes now lake. In 
all their arguments, they proceed, as if it 
were allowed, even by their opponents, ftiat 
the slave trade is contrary to the principles 
of-justice and humanity; and, of course 
they are extremely irritated, that those op¬ 
ponents refuse to confess that they are un¬ 
just and inhuman wretches. But, the truth 
is, that we, who are steadily far the slave 
trade, positively deny that it is contrary to 
any one principle either of justice or 
humanity; nor will we aUpw, that we 
are Wanting in ady of those sentiments, 
the prevalence of which tend to m .ke qs 
just, merciful, and kind. Few men have 
bestowed morejhne upon this subject than 
I have; few have read more or conversed 
more upon it; few have more earnestly, 
more diligently, or more disinterestedly, 
sought for information relative thereto; very 
few have had better opportunities of form¬ 
ing a correct judgment, while no one ever 
was in ^Situation to form a judgment more 
impartial. I have seen negroes in a state of 
slavery, and Miave seen free negroes: in all 
sorts of employments and under all sorts of 
treatment, I have had a fair opportunity of 
observing them: and, tvhich is not, in thjs 
case, an unimportant circumstance, I hav.e 
never had a slave, nor any interest in a slave, 
of the labour of a slave, in the whole course 
of my life- And, I have no scruple to de¬ 
clare, hoping that I am, \vhen occasion calls 
for it, able to maintain, that the sljve trade 
is neither unjust nor inhuman; that it is 
contrary neither to religion nor morality; 
and that its continuation is a* presen. de¬ 
manded upon principles of sound policy. 

-The importation and propagation of 

negroes in this country is, however, with 
m«5 a matter of much greater importance 
than the manner of catching (hem in Africa; 
or working them in the West-Ind:es. The 
first care of every wise statesman and iegis- 
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lator will be, to prevent the people, the afflicted with' the leprosy or the plague:; 
common people, from being, by any means had it been declared death by the few to 
whatever, degraded in their mind and cha- communicate with her; nothing that the 
racter; and, there are no means of national human tyind can conceive could have more, 
degradation, against which he will be more completely dissevered her from allconnexion 
anxious to guard, because none are so fatal > with society. She was, indeed, a woman ia 
and so lasting, as those connected with the low. life; there were, however, many more 
introduction, of debased foreigners, by which floor, much more destitute >of food and rai- 
. the very nature of the population must, in meat; but,* there was not a hut so miserable 
time, be materially affected. Whefa I look as to suffer her to enter it, nor was there 
over the voluminous returns of the popula- man, woman, or child so bam as to conde- 
tion of this kingdom, I cannot help regret* scend to exchange a word with her. Her 
ting that such large sums of money were parents and relations all disowned her as de* 
expended, and such immense pains bestowed cidedly and effectually as if she had never 
in the prodqcing of so imperfect a result, belonged to them; and, in short, she was, 
I would have dispensed with the distinction with respect to the while people of the eoun- 
of male and female, and some others, if I try, in a state of death during her life* This 
could hawe obtained, ia lieu of them.'a pretty unfortunate girl, if she had happened to 
accurate account of the number of foreigners ,, come to England, would have been quite a 
distinguishing particularly, Jews, Negroes, respectable personage. She mighjg, have 
and Mulattoes; for, when I reflect on the strutted, as we sec maify of her like, through 
vast number of those that | see in and aboqt the Mall, arm in arm with her 6ooly-faced 
this town, I view the brilliant total of “ our spouse; and, in due time, she might, per- 
immensely increased population” with feel- haps, have been followed by a white maid, 
ings very different indeed from those which carrying her mulatto child, or, even by a 
I should otherwise entertain. To confine white footman. .One of the first thing»that 
myself, at present, to the Negroes, (with a attracted my attention, after my return to 
promise, however, not to forget the Jews England, was a mulatto criving up St. 
another lime}, who, that has any sense or de- James’s Street in a curricle with two English 
cency, can help being shocked at the fami- grooms behind hjm. I have no scruple to 
liar .intercourse, which has gradually been say, that, if this cannot be otherwise pr<* 
gaining ground, and which has, at last, got vented, every colony of the nation ought to 
a complete footing between |he Negroes and be instantly abandoned; for, it is a trait of 
the women of England ? No black swain degradation and infamy that no nation ought 
need, in Jins loving country, hang himself to live under. But, it can be prevented; 
in, despair. No inquiry is made whether it has been, and it is, prevented, in other 
<te be a Pagan.or a Chqslian; if be be not countries; in Spain,, in Portugal, and in 
a downright cripple, he will, if he be so dis- France most effectually. Before the revo- 
posed, always find a woman, not merely to lution there was a law strictly prohibiting the 
yield to his filthy embraces, that*,'Amongst landing of any negro or negress, or mulatto 
the notoriously polluted and abandoned part or mulattress, without express permission ; 
of the sex, would be less shucking, but to and, if permission was granted, it was under 
'accompany him to the altar, to become.his • heavy bonds as to the consequences. The 
wife, to breed English mulattoes, • to stamp* same law was revived about a year and a 
the mark of Cain Upon her family and her , Ijalf ago, allowing a certain time for all ne- 
cpqptry! Amongst white women, this dis- groes, &c. to remove out bf the territory of 
regard of decency, this defiance of the die* France. A wiser law, g law more charac- 
tatesof nature, this foul, this beastly pVo- teristic of high mind^never was passed. It 
pensity, is, I say it with sorrow and with discovers an attention to the honourable 
shame, peculiar to the English. In no other feelings of the common people, whose blood 
country js it known, In America 1 mrver it is desirous of preserving*una8ulterated, 
heard but of two instances, one of which and of sending it down pure to their poste* 
came under my own observation, at Wil- rity. Here, on the contras?, we seem to 
mington, in the State of Delaware, where a glory in our'shame. None of the common 
white woman had, by Sr'am strolling metho* people so much caressed as the negroes; 
dist, been married to a negro. But, the ex* and many, too many, of the rich, in the 
ception was such as to establish the rule; wildness, in the insolent capricou^ their 
the life of this-wretched .woman whs a luxury, .choqpe to regard (hem, and to treat 
warning Jo others to avoid her crime. She, them, as beings not only equal, but some* 
-.was, to all practical intents and purposes, in what superior, to even the midSiing classes 
a state of cxcommuaication. Had she been of the people. In the theatres they tic ad- 
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milted where a private soldier would be <( the ISlh October last, when, to his great 
Mirusffcd out with scorn, and, perhaps, not <f surprise, Mr. Morison discharged him 
without blows, or more serious punishment. ** from his service, because the memorialist 
In the army, too, I am sorry to say it, they " had gone to Cullen on the day prtcedmg, 
are but too often ■receiv’ed, where they never “ without his master’s permission, to attend 
ought to show their heads, in any capacity, 1 “ in his place, at the inspection of the eom- 
or upon any condition. Not content with '• pany, by Wjjtjor General the Marquis of 
having negro regiments in the West-Indies# “Huntly; and that although the memo* 
we must have a negro regiment at home; “ rialist, before he set ouf tn join his com- • 
and, amongst “ the gallant defenders" of “ pany,'and also when he was dismissed as 
England, we have the honour to reckon a, “ aforesaid, offered to make ample recom- 
regiment of Africans! *Tbis is one of the “ pence to Mr. Morison, in work or in roo- 
things to be done away, before there ever " ney, for the loss of his labour daring his 
will be an army in this country, such as this “ necessary absence on duty in his Majesty’s 
country stands in need of, and such as it “ service,*£t the inspection of said battalion. 
»«»st have, if it means to preserve itself from “ ——Quae.—-Will the memorialist, under 
subjugation. But, the instauce of negro- “ the above mentioned circumstances, be 
pampering the most daring and most mis- “well founded in an action against Mr. 
chievous of all, is the “ academy ” at Clap- , “ Morison, of his said stipulated fee, and 
ham, rearing negro priests ; nor would it “ for wages besides, since the said 13 th day 
be at all surprising, if*an attempt were made, (( of October, when Jie was dismissed from 
at no very distant peripd, to introduce some “,his service as aforesaid, until Martinmas 
of them into the Church. While an insli- “ last ? or would counsel rather advise the 
tution like this exists, is it astonishing that “ memorialist to restrict his claim against 
the daughters of poor people should cohabit “ Mr. Morison to payment of his work from 
and tnarry with negroes r Yes, though I “ the said term of Whitsuwiay last to the 
would fain make an apology for my country- ,( said 13th October ? In sTOrt, the memo- 
women, I cannot I Yes; notwithstanding all “ rialist is desirous to know if or not he has 
the encouragement they receive from the “ any claim against his said master, and to 
rich, still their own conduct is foul, unnatu- “ what extent This memorial, Mr. 
ral, and detestable. Whitbread stated, was submitted to tlio 

Lord Advocate.— r— On the 6th in- Lord Advocate for his opinion thereon, which 
9tant a motion was made, by Mr. Whitbread, opinion was given in tne words hereafter to 
in the House of Commons, for the production he seen, followed by a letter from the Lord 
of certain public records of the county of Advocate upon the same subject, to Mr. 
Banff, in Scotland, relating to the Lord Ad- Forbes, the sheriff substitute of Banffshire; 
vocate’s conduct towards a farmer of that and, in consequence of which letter the 
county named Morison; who, it appears, sheriff substitute recommended a copy of it 
had discharged a man from his service, be- to be ser;t to Mr. Morison by the sheriff’s 
cause the latter had attendefl at the muster clerk, who was ordered to keep the original 
and field day, of a corps of volunteers, to in the record of the court. The sheriff’s 
which he belonged. The man drew up a clerk did as he*was*recommended; and, he . 
memorial, of which the following has been ’accompanied his communication to Mr. Mo- 
published as a copy: “ Memorial for Ro- rison with* a recommendation to make the 
“ bert Garrow, private volunteer in Captai* >complainant, Garrow, as handsome an al* 
John Macbcan’l company, of the 2d bat- lowance as possible, as beiug the best meant 

“ talion of Banffshire volunteers,-That of Removing the severity of the Lord Advo- 

«* the memorialist waswegulaijy engaged to cate's opinion. With the aid of this short 
« serve James Morison, farmer, in Whvntie, introduction, the papers will speak for them- 
4 ‘ for the half-year commencirtg at Whit- selves.——“ Opinion. However unprin- 
** Sunday last, a#six guineas oWee; and the “ cijfled and oppressive Mr. Morison’s con- 
“ memorialist accordingly entered iiome to “-dqct seems to have been, I am afraid that 
“ Mi;. Morisohfe service, in terms of his “ the memorialist has no claim against him, 
“ agreement at that term. ■ ■‘ That some “ except for wages up to the day that he was 
lime thereafter the memorialist enrolled “ dismissed from^is service, to which he is 
“ himself a volunteer in the said company, “ certainly entitled. The opinion of 
« with**? having previously obtained the (Signed) “ C. HOPE.” 

** consent of his said master for doing so, * Edinburgh, Dec. 29, 1803.” 

« and contjpAtd to attend punctually at • “ Edinburgh, Dec. 30. 

« drill with the company, after his ordinary “ Bia,—-I return you the memorial, 

« work was finished, in the evenings, until “ .with my opinion; and in the circum- 
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u stances of this case I decline taking any 
“ fee, which I also return to you. The case 
“ in the memorial is one of those for which, 
“ unfortunately, no provision is made in 
** any of the Volunteer Acts, and therefore, 
“ of course, a person who neglects his mas* 
“ ter’s work, on account of amending drills 
44 or reviews, is, I am afraid, in the same si- 
“ tuation with a servant doing so frpm any 
44 other cause. The conduct of Morison, 
“ however, is most atrocious, an<J every pos- 
“ sible means ought to be taken to stigma- 
“ tise him, and to punish, by the scorn and 
“ contempt of all the respectable men of 
“ the county, who ought to'ehter.Hnto a re- 
“ solution to have no communication or 
**■ dealings with him whatever. And far¬ 
ther, as,I consider that Morison’s con- 
“ duct can only have arisen from a secret 
44 spirit of disaffection and disloyalty, it is 
'* my orders to you, « sheriffs substitute 
“ of the county^ that on - the first French- 
“ man landing in Scotland, you do imme- 
44 diately apprehend and secure Morison as 
“ a suspected person, and you will not lihe- 
44 rate him witJmut a communication with 
44 me ; and y<ra may inform him of these 
* r my orders. And farther, I shall do all I 
•* ean to prevent him from receiving any 
u compensation for any part of his properly 
which may either be destroyed by the 
44 enemy, or by the King’s troops, to prevent 
44 it from falling into the enemy's hands. I 
44 am. Sir, See. 

(Signed) « C. HOPE." 
" Addressed to George Forbes, Esq. Sheriff 
“ Substitute of Ba nffsuire.*’ 

f 

“ I rccoimncnded to the sheriffs clerk 
“ to transcribe this letter, and send, the copy 
“ ‘to Morison; keeping the principal in the 
“ record of court. 

(Signed) v " G. FORBES." 

“ BanfF, 4th Jan. 1S04. • 
44 Sir,—-I n consequence of whkt is above* 
* r stated, the before written copy has been, 
/*^nade out, and is now tent you. I regret 
4 * you should have exposed yourself to so 
44 much ctensure, and would recommend to 
44 you the propriety of settling with Garrow, 
44 by making him as handsome an allowance 
44 as possible, as being the best means of 
44 removing the severity of the Lord Ad- 
“ vocate’s opinion.—I am, Sir, your most 
4 ‘ obedient servant, 

" To Mr. Mori son. (Signed) " PAT. ROSE." 
Mr. Pitt,answer to the speech of Mr. 
Whitbread, began by saying, that he had 
no intention to dbject to the papers ifioved 
for; but, on the contrary, should be glad to 
see them before ]he House, being convinced, 
that the construction which had been gut 


on them vifas more than they would fairly 
bear. He begged the House not to be pre¬ 
judiced from the statement they had heard, 
but to consider the matter impartially, as 
being a question of the utmost importance. 
“The conduct of the Lord*Advocate, he be¬ 
lieved, had proceeded from the purest mo* 
fives of public zeal, and oof from any per¬ 
sonal malice! He considered it as the purest 
zeal, operating upon a strong and ardent 
.mind; and, it woujd remain to be consi¬ 
dered, how much the public ought to be 
interested in one who has been the uniform 
champion of the constitution, and who has 
given so many proofs of his patriotism and 
public spirit. Mr. Pitt expressed-his won¬ 
der, that this matter had not been brought 
on sooner ; seeing that' the subject of the 
complaint existed in October, and seeing 
that the Lord Advocate had attendecyusduty 
in parliament since that time.—Mr. Fox 
observed, that, whatever might be the mo¬ 
tives of the Lord Advocate, in the conduct 
he had, on this occasion pursued, he thought, 
that, if no better argument could be found 
in his favour than that of an ardent mind, 
his case must be desperate indeed. What! 
raid he, shall ardour of mind, in a highly 
responsible character like this, be an apology 
for flagrant injustice f in this very House 
where we have so often been reminded of 
the extravagancies and miseries of the French 
revolution, what sort of apology will an ar¬ 
dent mind afford for outrages offered to jus¬ 
tice, to decency, to every thing sacred in 
domestic and social life ? That an investi¬ 
gation into this subject has not been made 
sooner, said he, must be attributed to con¬ 
sequences, of which oppression is not un- 
frequeutly the *cause. The oppressed are 
afraid, and, in many cases, incapable, of 
complaining, in proportion to the weight and 
injustice of the oppression.—On the ] 4th 
instant Mr. Whitbread stated, that he under¬ 
stood the papers relative to this subject were 
not arrived. His intentibn was, he said, to 
bring forward a motion upon the subject, 
aud he wished to have a day for the purpose, 
but he was desirous that this day might be 
so fixed as no suit the convenience of the 
parties concerned, and that«it might not pre¬ 
cede the arrival of "the official documents, 
on which he intended to fodnd his motion. 
- ■-■ T his is a matter of very great import¬ 
ance ; II involves the character of a person 
in a very high and t great authority, and, at 
the same time, the liberty, nayymieen the 
persbnal safety, of the subject. Every man 
must agree with Mr. Fitt, the parlia¬ 
ment and the country should come to'the 
discussion of this question with minds to* 
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tally unprejudiced. No opinion should be 
made, up, no character given to She trans¬ 
action, or to the conduct of either of the 
parties, till we have heard what all parties 
have to urge. I shall make no applogy for 
having occupied so much room in endea¬ 
vouring to direct the public attention to this 1 
subject, there being not the least doubt, in 
my mind, that the result of the discussiort 
will be of much greater consequence to us 
than the determination of the question, whe¬ 
ther we shall retain or deliver up Malta. 

MrnTAKY Projsct.— —This subject 
was treated of, in the preceding sheet, p, 
912 to p. 998 ; but, during the discussion of 
it, in the,parliament, new matter has arisen, 
and there are now'some additional observa¬ 
tions to make. On Friday, the 8th instant, 
upon a motion madfe by Mr. Pitt for the bill 
being read a second time, there ensued a» 
long/ animated, a^d interesting debate, 
which, terminating in a division, 291 for, 
and 181 against, the.motion, give additional 
importance to the subject. On Monday, 
the 11 th instant, upon the motion of Mr. 
Pitt for the Speaker’s leaving the chair, in 
order for the House to go into a committee 
on the bill, a division, at the end of a short 
debate, tnoje. place, when there appeared 
for the motion 219, and against it, 169. 
After the House was in tommilfec a sharp 
and long conversation, or rather dispute, 
arose, as to whether the bill should go 
through the committee pro forma and he 
recommitted on a future day, or whether it 
should go through and not be recommitted. 
At last the minister agreed to the former; 
the report was brought up, and ordered to 
be received on Thursday. Here, as to the 
history of the progress of the bill, it is ne¬ 
cessary to stop, for the present; because 
the observations about to jc offered will 
apply chiefly to the principles of the bill, 
and especially to such new matter as arose* 
durihg the two debates above spoken of.— 
Upon the subject of the quota-men, raised 
last war, Mr. Yorke gave some curious in¬ 
formation to Ihtfc House. He said, that, 
though fhe number ftf those ubtaxed for 
the army amounted'to about seven thou¬ 
sand, there were only fourteen hundred of 
them retained as fit. for mtlitary service, 
ynd of these, he stated, that only aoout six 
hundred were now in existence. It is, in¬ 
deed, said by those who suppor^ the pre¬ 
sent bill, that it essentially differs from the 
quota-bill, inasmuch , as it restraiujf the 
pariskMfictrs as to the amount of the 
bounty, an l as it does not impose "a very 
heavy penalty upon the parishes, in anj^ 
case, and no penalty at all, unless the 
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quota of men are not raised. Bu^ in con¬ 
tending foe the lenient qualities of this new 
bill, its efficient qualities must be ibandon- 
ed; for, if, with unlimited hountiei in their 
hands,- and urged on by heavy yenalties, 
the parishrofficers failed before :o obtain 
any thing near their quota of mer, what is 
to be expected from them, whenthey are 
confined to very low bounties and have not 

heavy penalties to stimulate them?-- 

There was one gentleman spoke of the con¬ 
duct of thqse who disapproved of the bill, 
as presenting a remarkable instance of po¬ 
litical inconsistency, if not of pefverscness. 
Alluding particularly to Mr. tylndham, he 
said: “ wtc are alL calling out for an ad- 
** ditional force, and a right ho^ gent, who 
“ has taken an active part in every thing 
“ relating to the defence of fhe" country, 

“ has objected to every sinjje measure, 

“ that has been brought for warn professing 
“ that object. To-ilie system oi ballot, to 
4‘1he volunteer system, and now t> the pre- 
“ sent measure, which is neithe, he has 
“always objections at commard. The 
“ cry for raising an additional miliary force 
“ remains undiminished, and yet i bill pro- 
“ fessing ihat object some wntlemen 
“ would throw out in its prescit si age.” 
As to this statement, it is most tue : true, 
very’true indeed, that Mr. Winlham has 
desired, and does still most a’xously de¬ 
sire to see an “ additional mi May force 
and it is also true, that he now opioses, and 
wishes to put a stop, to a measure** profess- 
“ mg that objectbut, his ipposuion 
arises from his belief, his thorough persua¬ 
sion and conviction, that the pmessions of 
this measure are deceitful; that they will 
uot, and cannot, be realized; am, in snort, 
thatthcf&ill will not produce “anadditional 
“ military force,” but will, on thi contrary, 
tend to prevent fhe addition, wlich would . 
otherwise be made to our miftan force by 
the ordinary means of. recruiting There¬ 
fore, though the premises bf trie, the in¬ 
ference left to be drawn is c^rtanh false* 
i\fr. Windham has, from first tolasi, called 
upon the ministers to prov.i|e tie country 
with an efficient regular artiy an army 
that might be kept at home, sr sou abroad, 
juif as circumstances required «n army 
thflt might be wielded as ajsodier wields 
his musket or his sword, j Aid, having 
asked for an 2 rmy like this, is heto be con¬ 
tented because*}on give bin militia and 
volunteers? Having asked tp s trusty To¬ 
ledo, is lie to be contented bicaise you give 
hi.n a blade of cast-iron tor block- tin ? 

“ Who, when he asks breadpf you, is sa- 
“ tisfied if you give him a stfneJ" And, is 
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it likely Ibat he should be pacified, merely a methodise pread&r reasons in order to es- 
because /you give him a choice of stones? tablish the super- excellence of his-sect. He 
Still the]} are worthless flint, instead of the tells you, that he and his brethren are much 
staff of life; and, as to your adding to their honester and more pious than any other men, 
number did variety, it can only add to his and he proceeds to his conclusion, just as if 
disappointment and. vexation. _ _ If Mr. this was an acknowledged, or a self-evident, 
Windham had called out for militia, volun- "fact: and if, instead of intending against 
teers, ant quota-men; then, indeed, it the correctness of that conclusion, you are 
would hare been inconsistent in him to op- bold enough to go back and to question the 
pose the ieveral measures which have been premises, hd turns up his nose with con- 
brought forward with a view of encou- tempt, and sets you down as a person too 
raging an increasing that sort r of levies; unreasonable to be disputed with. To have 
but, havitig uniformly insisted, that we stood authorised the inference of Mr. Pitt, it would 
in need > 3 ! a good regular army, and having be necessary for the characteristics, which 
not less uniformly or less strenuously main- he has here ascribed to his measure, to have . 
tained, that all the other levies tended to been acknowledgd by Mr. Windham; or, 
impede therecruiting of the regular army, for them to have been self-evident to tiie 
it will, in kis present 'conduct, be utterly whole world: whereas, few persons have 
impossible Id discover even the slightest even pretended to perceive them, and Mr. 
degree of nconsistency.——Yet, we find ^Windham positively denies their existence. 
Mr. Pitt condescending to use, against Mr. If, indeed, he had acknowledged thii till to 
Windham an argument not much sounder be a “ vigorous measure;” if he had ac- 
or more f ir than the one "just commented knowledged, that it comprised “ the utmost 
on: “ I om the particular tenor of the efforts to recruit the regular army, and the 
“ languaj: of my right hon. friend,". said means to keep alive the spirit of the coun- 
he, “ I fii d a verbal adherence to opinions, try;” if he had acknowledged that this bill 
*• formerl delivered, but not followed by “involved the fundamentalinterests of this 
** any pra tical consequences. I have heard country and the best hopes of Europe;” if 
“ of vigonus measures to meet a great and Mr. Windham had acknowledged all this, 

“ impend ig danger, and of the propriety instead of having distinctly denied it all, in 
« of usini our utmost efforts to recruit our that case Ihe reasoning of Mr. Pitt would 
v regular rmy. I have heard it strongly have been applicable and fair. It is very 
« inculcat d, that every means should be true, that Mr. Windham, and many other 
“ used to ;eep alive the spirit of the coun- persons who now oppose this bill, have a 
“ try; thi the people should be taught to hundred times inculcated the necessity of 
K feel that the amount of the sacrifices they the people's making very great sacrifices, 

“ must su mit to, and of the exertions they sacrifices not only greater than they ever be¬ 
st must bdcalled upon to make, are not to fore made, but far greater than they ever 
« be calc lated from any thing they have dreamed of, or imagined it possible to make. 

** heard <f in former periods, much less But when he called upon the people to pre¬ 
ss from anf thing they have-ever witnessed pare for the malting of sacrifices, can it be 
“ in times of peace; that their minds must supposed that he meant t6 confine the 
.« be raise to a level with the new order meaning of the word people to paupers, 
“of thinj in which the world is placed, ‘poachers, vagrants, and other poor creatures, 
“All the: inimatipg exhortations I have who have nothing tosacrifice but the lives of 
“often herd; and, what was* the object ibemselves and their wives and children? 
*so[<them|I i* they were not intended to Can Mr. Pitt have possibly understood Mr, 
s* lead to s nr.e practical effect ? But, if. I Windham as confining vilhin this misers- 
“ am now olisten to a . refined argument, ble sphere his fenimatifig exhortations to the 
“ as to the probable litigation in parishes, making of sacrifices? He called upon the 
“ I cannot hesitate to pronounce such a whole nation lo be ready to make .great sa- 
** fine of c nfuct very extraordinary; ahd, crifices, and His call .was, of course, more 
“ I must etly confess, that I never ex- particularly addressed to those, who had the 
“ pected t< tear the tone of my right hon. means of making such sacrifices; and, is 
“ friend s n; so low as to introduce he now tp be blamed, because, amongst his 
petty pabthial considerations into the reasons for disapproving of the present mea- 
“ discussion bf a subject, involving the sure, die states his apprehensions of its ope* 
“fundameria interests of this country, rating .in a most unjust and oppressftPlnan- 
“ and the rat hopes of Europe,” This is ner on the poor feeble and friendless Rart 
arguing, frkn beginning to end, upon as- of the community, while those%riio arc able 
turned groijui. 4t is the manner, in which to bear the burdrea may, probably, remain 
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totally unaffected by it ? Besides, when Mr. 
Windham and others called for^acrifices, 
nobody will deny that they meant such sa¬ 
crifices as -were calculated to preserve the 
country from the inroads of the enJmy, and 
to enable it, if occasion served, to inflict 
vengeance upon tliat enemy: such sacri¬ 
fices, in short, as would be usrful to the 
country. But, ft is not, by the opponents of 
the bill, allowed, that any of the sacrifices 
now' proposed to be made would be at all 
useful to the country ;#and as to the op¬ 
pression, which the proposed law .might 
bring upon the poor and distressed, it is 
maintained, t!- it, in place of being useful, 
it would be extremely injurious to the mili¬ 
tary service, and, of course, to the nation. 
To render even plausible the charge of in¬ 
consistency, against those who called for 
sacrifices*an 1 who disapprove of the present 
military-project, it i% essentially necessary 
first to shew, that they have, in some way 
or other, acknowledged that the project, if 
carried into effect, would be tfficient; and, 
as this cannot be shewn, as these persons 
have, on tlie contrary, maintained, and still 
do maintain, that the project will be ineffi¬ 
cient, and, of a»urse, that any sacrifice it 
extorts is so much extorted in vain, and de* 
ducted from the ifleans of making other and 
really useful exertions, the charge of incon¬ 
sistency cannot for a moment be supported. 
——Upon the tfpic of committing the busi¬ 
ness of recruiting to the hands of parish! 
officers it would be unfair to overlook the 
high authorities and cogent arguments of 
Mr. Robert Ward. “ The bill,” said he, 
“ perfectly accords with the habits of our 
“ ancestors at a very ancient period of our 
history, so far back indee^ as the Saxon 
“ aera. It is the mode of raising men which 
“ Alfred the Great had recourse to. That 
“ great monarch committed the care of 
“ providing a supply for his army to per- 
“ sons, who, at that time, held situations in 
“ the country exactly similar to those of lh£ 
“ overseers andf church-wardens of parishes 
“ at present. It cifhnot be ccyiceivcd as at 
" all likely to injure the military character 
** to have the army recruited through the 
“ agency of suqji persons; certainly not so 
much so as by the employing of ordinary 
“ recruiting seweants. For the justification 
“ of this remark I will only nefer to the 
“ well-known story of Serjeant Kite in the. 
** drama, from which it appears, that sol- 
“ dlers rapped by the ondinary mode of*re- 
** criritffg ( are not very likely to be so re- 
speclable aa some gentlemSn seem to 
»think.” Without taking the liberty to 
Vo*.. V. 
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participate in the doubts, which very pro¬ 
found writers Havfc entertained, as* to the 
reality of the history of « Alfred the Great,’* 
his harp, his wars, and his armies, one may 
certainly be permitted to ask Mr. Ward, 
whence he derives his information respect¬ 
ing the mode in which those armies were 
raised; and, more especially, whence he has 
learnt, that there were, in the time of Al¬ 
fred, persons hplding situations in the ' 
“ country, exactly similar to those of the 
“ overseers^ind church-wardens at present.” 
If Mr. Ward could produce us a history of 
that time of unquestionable authenticity, it 
would, pyhaps, be very difficult indeed for 
him to show, that the state of’society then 
bore a resemblance # to the slate of society 
now any nearer than’that which, a t this time 
exists, between the people of England and 
1 those of the wilds of Siberia. From romance 
Mr. Ward comes to the drama , and refers 
us to the “ well-krfbwn story of Serjeant 
‘•Rite, whence ft appears that the ordi¬ 
nary mode of recruiting is not very likely to 
obtain respectable soldiers. “ It appears 
What! does Mr. Ward, then, produce the 
characters and dialogue of a play as proof of 
an important fact, and that, too, in the Par¬ 
liament House r Is he, in this respect, like 
Betty ihe grizelte, who 

“ Every lie for gospel took.. . 

“If once the read it m a book. 

As plays appear to be indubitable authorities 
with Mr. Ward, we may, without going 
back to the days of Alfred, furnish him with 
a description of'the persons likely to be 
raised by parish Officers and magistrates. 

“ Attends the youth,” says the justice in Uie 
Critic, “.*whose most opprobrious fame and 
“ clear convicted crimes have stamped him 
** soldier ?” And, if Mr. Ward had stopped 
fit the time of Falstaff, instead of going back • 
to Alfred,Jie would have seen Justice Shal¬ 
low and Justice Simple* in the very act of 
‘raising quota-men and delivering them over 
to the military commander. lie would, % 
torn have found such of the men, thus rais¬ 
ed, as had any money, bribing the inferior 
officers in order to let them off, under pre- 
texlof their being unfit for service^and, by 
thew means, throwing the burden of com¬ 
pulsory service upon those only who had 
neither money nor friends. In short, had 
he opened the §pcoftd Part of Henry the 
IVth, Scene the 2d, he wouty have had a 
pretty complete view of what, in some pa¬ 
rishes at least, is but loo likely tube rc acted 
under the operation of the bill now before 
'Parliament, if it should, at last, become a 
k 
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Jaw In its present form.——Mr. Pitt argued 
as if those, who apprehended acts of oppres¬ 
sion in the parishes, thereby cast an odious 
imputation on the magistrates. “ Gentle- 
‘‘men,” said he, “say, .that many abuses 
*« will arise out of the execution of this 
** bill; that the parish officers will act un- 
“ justly, and, that the poor will be oppress- 
“ ed ; but, those gentlemen seem to forged 
“ that there are any magistrates in the 
“ country to prevent such oppression, and 
“ to punish any petty tyrants t,hat may at- 
“ tempt to practise it.” No; they did not 
seem to forget, that there were magistrates; 
so far from it, that the oppression which 
they apprehend must, if at all exercised, be 
exercised with the knowledge, if not with 
the consent, or, at least, with the con¬ 
nivance, of the magistrates. This argument 
of Air. Pitt compelled the opponents of the 
bill to attach their apprehensions partly to 
the conduct of the magistrates, or, to allow, 
that there was no good gvound for the ap¬ 
prehensions. Its tendency was to represent 
the fears of the opposition as throwing an 
obloquy on the character of all the magis¬ 
trates in the kingdom. That this was a 
most unfair way of arguing will be evident 
the moment it comes to be examined. Mr. 
Fox observed*,^ n reply to this part of Mr. 
Pitt’s speech, that, “ it was undoubtedly 
V true, that the magistrates of this country 
“ deserved great praise for their pure admi- 
** nistration of the laws; but, still, it was 
• f contrary to every principle of jurispru- 
“ dence to give than an interest in stretch- 
“ ing the law.” It was not from the general 
character of the magistrates; it was not from 
their general conduct: it was not from a 
persuasion that they were deficient either in 
information, wisdom, or integrity,'‘that the 
apprehensions of Mr. Windham and others 
.arose; but it was from“the circumstance, 
that, by this bill, powerful motives w6Uld s 
be created in the bpeasts of the magistrates 
to deviate from that justice and moderation, 1 
<vhkdi, in general, characterize their pro¬ 
ceedings. Nor, is it to cast any imputation 
upon the magistrates to suppose them, or 
some of them at least, capable t>f being, to. 
a certain degree, influenced by their in¬ 
terests. *Il is our daily boast, that <we Ffcve, 
in the independence or the judges, a security 
for their upright and impartial administra¬ 
tion of justice; yet, in the utterance of sen¬ 
timents-like this, no one ifhagines, that he is 
throwing an imputation upon the Bench; 
and, would not a person think himself ex¬ 
tremely unfairly treated, if his objection to a ' 
repeal of the statute by which the judged 
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.were placed .beyond the power of tempta* 
tion, was to be construed into a declaration 
of his belief, that those judges were naturally 
corrupt men ? It is a maxim universally 
adopted/- that, as all men have, and must 
have a bias towards their own interests, those 
‘interests ought never, if it can be avoided, 
to be placed in opposition to their duty; 
find, as no man will prettsuf, that, in general 
he himself* is proof against the temptation 
which such an opposition presents, to endea¬ 
vour to prevent others from being exposed 
to a like temptation never can be regarded 
as an imputation -against either their sense 
or their integrity. In the present case, too, 
the vast number of the magistrates must not 
be overlooked. There are, in England and 
Wales, about eleven thousand parishes; 
and, though there be no positive authority 
' 1 for staling, that there is a magistrate to every 
parish, it is probable that the number of 
magistrates is not much short of ten or 
eleven thousand, a number far too great for 
us to hope, that it does not include some 
persons, who will be likely to give an op¬ 
pressive effect to the provisions of the mili¬ 
tary bill. Let it be remembered, too, that 
great care ought to be take? now in making 
further additions to the power,® ef the infe¬ 
rior magistrates, or in exfinding the sphere 
of their influence. Their power has been 
constantly growing; the poor laws, thegamte 
laws, the revenue laws, the ^uroberless penal 
statutes, which are, comparatively, of mo¬ 
dern invention, have thrown into the hands 
of thejusticesa degree of influence and power 
totally unknown to the ancient establishment 
of their office; while? on.the other hand, the 
qualifications for the office have continued 
nearly the same in nominal amount, and, of 
course, have, in reality been greatly dimi¬ 
nished ; so that, in fact, there is, in this 
branch of our jurisprudence, an augmenta¬ 
tion of power with a diminution of respon¬ 
sibility. There is, too, another circum¬ 
stance not to be overlooked, upon this oc¬ 
casion ; to wit; the very important exten¬ 
sion, which the powermf the inferior ma¬ 
gistracy has reccivccfin the establishment of 
the Police Offices. The magistrates be¬ 
longing to fhese offices are twenty-five or 
thirty, perhaps, in number. The establish¬ 
ment has funds, to a considerable amount, 
at its disposal; the authority of the magis¬ 
trates extends through the counties of Mid¬ 
dlesex, Essex, Kent, and Surrey; they are 
noUonly magistrate? for purposes of police, 
but for all other purposes, in alltHNe four 
counties; they have pretty liberal salaries; 
and, which is a circumstance* of no little 


COBBEITS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER, 



949] JUNE 

weight, they hold their offices'and (heir sa¬ 
laries entirely during pleasure. No man who 
views the tranquil state, in which this im¬ 
mense metropolis is kept, can reasoi^bly ob¬ 
ject to the police institution. It is an ex¬ 
cellent one; and, fhere is every reason to 
suppose that the magistrates arc chosen with 
great propriety, fcn{j that they discharge thei*. 
duty in a vigilant and upright manner. Yet, 
many persons think that their power should 
be confined to matters qf police, properly so 
called ; and, that it would be better if they 
did not sit at the Quarter Sessions, and if 
they did not take part in any county or pa¬ 
rochial business! for, to place and maintain, 
in each of the four counties above-men¬ 
tioned, twenty or thirty justices, who are re¬ 
movable at pleasure, is certainly to put the 
jurisprudence of those counties upon a foot-i 
ingjJiffcring in a considerable degree from 
that of the other counties of the kingdom. 
How these observations apply to the military 
project bill it is easy to perceive; and, if the 
project is to be enforced, it is to be hoped, 
that some precaution will be qjlopted to pre¬ 
vent the .police-officers in addition to the 
parish-officers£jombecoming recruiters. An 
attempt has Jpeen made to turn into ridicule 
this “ solicitude for poachers and vagrants.” 
The solicitude is not far poaihers and 
vagrants so much as for those who may be 
falsely represented as poachers and vagrants, 
or, whose faults may, in consequence of the 
operation of this bill, be augmented a thou¬ 
sand fold; and, if the persons sent to the 
army be really guilty, then the evil consists 
in the injury and disgrace which the service 
will receive. In short, if the fines should 
be sufficient to induce parish-officers and 
-magistrates to exert, to th? utmost extent, 
and to stretch*a little their power and in¬ 
fluence, the recruits they send to the army 
must and will consist either of the oppressed*, 
or the criminal, and they must inevitably 
communicate to that army either discontanS 
or infamy.——<Jf a piece with the last cited 
argument of Mr# Pitt is another, which he 
made use of by way bf answer to what Mr, 
Windham had said respecting the effect, 
which thp wide and unbounded extension of 
the military dftss, napes, and ranks, had in 
lowering the military character and spirit. 
« My right htfn. friend,” says £te, “ has said, 
r‘ that the existence of a secondary force 
(Mends to injure the military character; 

but, whether the different descriptions of 
(‘mitWfy force, the militia, army > of re- 
(‘ serve, volunteers, sea-fencibles,*&c. now 
to be fot/fid throughout the nation, haS 
produced th« effect mentioned, or whether 
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*' the officers and soldiers qf the regular army 
“ were ever held higher in general estima- 
“ /ion, I will leave to be answered by any 
“ man, who has had. the least opportunity of 
“ observation. It is," added he, “ rather 
singular, that the same right lion, gent* 

“ who, at onetime, talked so gloomily and 
“ almost despondingly of our danger, but 
“ who now professed to feel that danger not * 
“ so nfenacing, should yet state that the 
11 very forep to which toe owe our security 
“ frotn that danger, is composed x>f men, 

“ ‘ dissevered from danger,’ and, not only 
M unfit to he soldiers, but that their even 
“ wearing the military dress iso disgrace to 
“ the soldier’s character.” That Mr. Pitt 
meant to represent Mr. Windham as con¬ 
veying an idea, that the officers anti soldiers, 
at present serving in the regular army, Jiad 
, personally sunk in the general estimation, is 
not to be.believed; Jsut, that he would be so 
wrftierstood by many persons is certain. Mr. 
Windham never meant, nor did he ever say, 
any such thing. He has, over and over 
again, asserted, that the distinctive pride , 
that the esprit-du-corps, have in the army 
itself, and that the profession of arms, the 
military calling and character , have in the 
minds of the mass of the people, been ma¬ 
terially lowered already, and are daily sink- • 
ing, in consequence of the boundless diffu¬ 
sion of military dress and rank; and, this is 
a truth, which no man, at all acquainted with 
the state of the army and the country, will 
venture to deny. Much mischief was done, 
in this way, by the existence of the militia, 
especially after it became so numerous. 
Nevertheless, what the militia officers want¬ 
ed in pqjnt of military service and fame, was, 
in somd sort compensated for by title or for¬ 
tune. If an officer in the army saw rank 
equal to his own Enjoyed by a person, whq 
had never, perhaps, seen,and never intended 
to see, an hour’s serviqp, he felt gratified by 
the reflection that the person so assuming 
military honours was a nobleman or a gen¬ 
tleman. But what has there been to con¬ 
sole the officers of the army, since the vo¬ 
lunteer system let loose all the hair dressers, 
shoe-makers, and taylors in the kingdom to 
sgfbmble for commissions ? Where can a 
lieutenant of the army go to hide himself 
from the superior command of some volnu- 
ther captain, whom, perhaps, if he should 
pass him a fewbiours afterwards, he *411 see 
bowing and scraping to some gentleman’s 
foqtman ? It is notorious, and it is talked of 
all through the army, fhat the regular offi¬ 
cers have greatly sunk in the scale of so¬ 
ciety ; and, indeed, it is* utterly impossible 
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that it should be otherwise. A captain in 
the army, for instance, was formerly con¬ 
sidered, as (o ‘many civil rights, upon a 
footing with persons of the three learned 
professions; and, of course, ranked, and was 
addressed, as an Esquire. What is become 
of this rank now ? Law, Physic, and Divi¬ 
nity, suffer no volunteering to trench upon 
.the eminence that they claim and are en¬ 
titled to; but, the whole r«ce of shop¬ 
keepers and handicrafts-men have been en¬ 
couraged and supported in invading the dis¬ 
tinctions of the army. The navy lake good 
care that no land or fresh-water lubbers shall 
render their honours cheap: "but, .he army 
is, in this respect, completely abandoned: an 
officer or a soldier has now no more chance 
of distinction than a tinker or his journey, 
man has. •• What harm,” says some meek 
nnd*modest shop-keeper, “ does this here 
“ title of mine do to that there title of 
“yours? You are stiif*ajeaptain, and ym^ 
“ were no more before 1 got my cominis- 
“ sion.” If such a person wtre to lie 
reasoned with, one might ask him, whether 
he thinks that th : fitli of Duke would have 
the same value that it has now, if every 
wealthy, talkative, and impudent shop keep¬ 
er could get hitpsclf made a duke, but, the 
injury to the army is real; it is seen and felt 
continually; and, if this system continues, 
tlie consequence will be, that no gu.tk man, 
no man of sentiment, or of education supe¬ 
rior to that of the mere vulgar, will go 
into the army; and, those men of this de¬ 
scription, who are now in it, will quit it, 
whenever they convcnieryly can. Mr. Piu 
may be angry with them; he and those who 
think with him may rail at them : but, they 
have their feelings as well as fro; and, 
thougfr he may compel them, for the sake of 
bread, to submit to the society, and, in some 
tases, even to the command, of his shop¬ 
keepers, he may rest assured, that neither 
the service nor "the Country will derive an\ 

advantage from his perseverance.-As to 

Mr. Windham's talking gloomily and de- 
spondingly of our danger, he never enter¬ 
tained any fear, except that of a want of ac¬ 
tivity and energy in the country. Provided 
the country were well prepared, and isas 
willing to do its best, he entertained no ap¬ 
prehensions at all from the power of the 
enemy. “It is strange,” sa\s Mr. Pitt, 
* s he should now state, that the verv forve, 
“ to which we owe our security from the dan- 
** ger, is composed of men, whose wearing 
“ the military dress is a disgrace to the jiro- 
“ fession of a soldier.” Never did Mr. 
Wipdham state any such thing. Never did 


he state, t^at hie owed our security from dan¬ 
ger to the volunteers , or to any other of those 
bodies, of which he was complaining as 
being th^ caflse of a degradation of the mi¬ 
litary profession and character. Never; 

• never has he ascribed the forbearance of the 
enemy to any such cause; and, it must be 
confessed, that, in attachingithis importance 
exclusively So the corps, with which he had 
been lately making such a parading opposite 
the enemy’s coast, Mr. Pitt discovered no 
small share of puerility, of mind, bo far 
from thinking, that we owe “ our security 
“ from danger" to the volunteer corps, it is 
evident, that, in the first place, neither Mr. 
Windham nor any body thinks that we are 
secure from danger; and, th-'re can be no 
doubt that Mr. Windham is persuaded, that 
jx great part of our danger arises from the 
want of that army, which the volunteer and 
other irregular establishments have hitherto 
prevented us horn havjng. But, it has been 
observed, that this is a mode of arguing, in 
which Mr. Pitt excels. If you object to any 
thing which lie proposes nr supports, instead 
of combating your objection upon the 
grounds on which you have built it, lie 
l^msfers it fo such grounds* as suit himself, 
and, as you have seldom an opportunity of 
replying, your cause is left under the effect 

of the misrepresentation.-It is said, by 

the minister and his friends, that the oppo¬ 
sition, while they find fault of the proiect 
submitted to them, propose nothing of their 
own. “ If,” said Mr. Pitt, “ 1 am told, 
“ that this plan is not adequate to the pur- 
‘ pose in view', 1 will, call upon the gentle- 
“ men, who make the objection, to propose 
*' something of their own, or, to suggest 
“ what they would deem necessary to alter- 
“ or amend in this plan.” In answer to 
this, it may first be observed, that, whatever 
'there is of good in this plan, that is to say, 

‘ i lie abolition of the ballot, the reduction of 
-ifrp militia, the rendering of substitutes un¬ 
necessary, and the proposal -to destroy the 
competition against the regular army, are to 
be ascribed to}he opposition,and particular¬ 
ly to the wisdom and perseverance of Mr. 
Windham, whose whole attention appears 
to have been turned towards the means of re¬ 
plenishing and supporting the army. After 
having taken from the opposition so much* 
it was rather hard to call upon them for 
more. Sut, more was ready for them; for, 
Mr. Windham, in the very speech, which 
Mr. fott was answering, had pointed out 
some/atJeast, of the means which he would 
•propose to be made use of for reviving the 
army. The reporter of the debate tells us, 
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(hat Mr. Windham concluded his speech 
with *“ strenuously recommending to the 
“ minister to try tne ordinary means of re- 
“ cruiting, unshackled as to locglity, un- 
“ checked by competition, and. unpolluted 
“ by the touch of* crimps and thief-lakers.* 
“ The present he said was allowed to be a 
“ plan of expeuiment; and he urged th# 
“ propriety of first trying the effect of al- 
44 tering the condition of service in the re- 
“ guhr army, and of nuking that condition 
14 unlimited as to place, but limited as to 
44 time. If this, together yith certain minor 
44 regulations, were adopted, he would ven- 
44 ture to affirm, he said, that thousands of 
4 ‘ recruits would be found to enter, without 
4 ‘ the assistance of parish-officers and penal 
44 laws, and that the military character 
“ would again be what it formerly was."* 
This „*V£s certainly proposing something. 
But, say the partisan? of the minister, “ this 
44 is nothing positivt this is doing nothing: 
44 it is only undoing, or leaving not done.” Yes, 
it k certainly throwing away “ the ladder of 
‘ 4 ropes,” and, therefore, to you, who are 
resolved to go down the side of the house 
instead of waling out of the street door, 
the proposition must appear good for no¬ 
thing; but, to other men, who have no such 
romantic propensity, to get/id of that which 
impedes recruiting will certainly be regarded 
as a positive measure for recruiting the army. 
After all, however, it is always with a very 
bad grace, that a minister calls upon the op¬ 
position for plans. Their business is, not 
to propose plans, but to see that his are 
good, or to reject them. It may be proper 
for any one to suggest an alteration or an 
amendment to that which he finds lie cannot 
prevent passing into a law J but, this, too, 
must be left to‘his own discretion ; for, he 
may think, that it is better for the 
country, that the bill should pass with 
all its imperfections on its head, as being 
the most effectual means of causing it to lit 

repealed.-IP was not intended to take 

any notice of the*detail of the bill; but, 
since it was first printed these has been a 
provision introduced, which merits particu¬ 
lar attention, especially as the circumstances 
of its introSuctiMi servg furihet to show the 
wavering stale of the minister’s mind upon 
this great an<f* weighty mattry. At the 
close of the preceding sheet of the Register, 
it was stated, that, in consequence of the 
abolition of the ballot, the volunteer exemp¬ 
tions *©iiTd cease to exist; hut, it wjs, at 
the same time, observed, thatnhis fcircum* 
stance couhkirot reasonably be complained 
of by the volunteers, because, they would 
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not now become liable to the effect of any 
ballot, and it could hardly be supposed, that 
the seeing of others relieved from those ef¬ 
fects would be any source of vexation to 
them. There was another description of 
persons, however, who appeared to have 
more reason 9 for complaint, namely, those 
who were actually serving in person or by 
substitute in the militia or army of reserve :* 
to malfe them bear their proportion of the 
burden of the quota, after they had borne 
the full weight of the ballot, seemed, at first 
sight, to be unjust; but, upon a closer ex¬ 
amination of the matter, it appeared, (hat 
any atten^pt at a remedy must be worse than 
the evil. Such an attempt is, nevertheless, 
made in the new clause above alluded to. 
f irst, however, it is necessary to observe that 
this clause owes its existence to an anony¬ 
mous letter, sent, by Saturday’s post, from 
Liverpool, to several members of Parliament, 
»mongsl whom the minister, doubtless, was 
not forgotten. As this is a very curious 
fact in legislative history, it is worth while 
to insert this letter at length. “ A Letter 
“ to a Member of Parliament. Liverpool, 

“ June 9, 1804. Si r. About twelve months 
“ since, I was balloted for the supplemen- 
“ tary militia for the parish of Liverpool, 

44 ana paid thiity guineas to provide a sub- « 
44 stitute. The faith of . parliament was 
then pledged to me, that I should be 
“ clear of further expence as to the militia 
44 and army of reserve for five years at 
“ least; if not for life. I see a bill now 
“ brought into Parliament by Mr Pitt, un- 
44 der which, if passed into law, 1 shall be 
“ liable to pav^ in parish rates, for the sup- 
“ ply aruj continuation of the militia, &c. 

“ as"much as my neighbours who were not 
“ ballotted, nijd have not found substitutes. 

* 4 I think this would be great injustice to-. 
I 44 Wards me, and all others in my situation, 
and a direct breach pf the faith pledged 
« by parliament to the nation. Thousands 
*« who have gone into volunteer conifc 
44 panies to screen themselves from the bal- 
,4 lot, will resign in consequence of such an 
“ act; and*then be liable only to a rate in 
“ proportion with those who have already 
“ |dtd f »r substitutes; and thus iflysc’f and 
44 qjhers, who have already provided substi- 
44 tutes at a great expence, will be obliged 
44 to contribute further for substitutes for 
44 persons, who,"in acting so 'base a part, 
“will be protected by Mr. Pitt’s intended 
44 lay: and even the honourable volunteer, 
44 who devotes his time, liis property, and 
44 his life, to the defence of his country, 
“ will, by such Uw, be compelled to pay 
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“ fresh rates, in aid of those poltroons who Such are the troublesome, the vexatious, in 
** shall quit their, colours; which such an many respects the odious, and, in every re* 

“ act will invite and encourage them to do. spec't, the useless, exceptions, with which, 

“-For these reasons I trust you will use from an unsteadiness of mind, a sense of his 

“ all your exertions in the House, that this weakness, and a dread of the power of his 
“ unjust, impolitic, and dangerous bill, do ‘opponents, Mr. Pitt has* been induced to 
“ not pass into law.—A Balloted Man.” load his already too complicated project. 
——This gentleman’s opinion of the mo- To make out a book, iq etch parish, for a 
tives and dispositions of the volunteers, or, special rate,*is a thing which demands no 
of many of them, at least, is truly shocking, small labour and no short time. And, then, 
If such language had been matje use of in as to making the exceptions, what ever* 
the Political Register, assassination, or, per- lasting f complaining and litigation it will 
haps, even worse, would have been threaten- give rise to! Besides, how can ii ever pro* 
ed. But, these citizen-soldiers, Ijke man ceed with the spirit of justice, or obtain the 
and wife, will very freely say of oqc anbther object required ? Twothirdsof the volunteers 
what they will cut the throat of a third party are not at all liable to parish assessments; 
for so much asthinlcing’of. Very erroneous how, therefore, will they find, in the pro- 
indeed are the notions of this Liverpool bal- posed exemption from the quota-rate, a 
lot^l man; but, previous to an examination i compensation for their exemption from the 
of them, we must take a view of the provi- ballot r Other volunteers will be eydfcipted 
sions, to which they hare given rise. The from the quota-rate; but, a person who has 
clause, introduced into the bill, ena«!(r, his apprentices or sonr in a volunteer corps, 

“ that, from and after the passing of this and who is too old or infirm to serve him- 
act, no fines or penalties assessed on any pa- self, will not be exempted from the special 
rish, by reason of any default in not having or quota-rate, while a person who has no 
provided or produced any men for such ad ■ apprentice or son serving, but who happens 
dilional force, shall be paid out of the poor- to serve himself, will be exempted from the 
rates; but, that, in every such case, a sepa- rale. Then, as to those who prenow serv- 
rate, distinct, aftd special rate shall be made ing, either in person or by substitute, in the 
for the payment of such fines, according to militia of army.of reserve, the application 
such rules and regulations as poor-rates are of the exemption will be lull as capricious 
made : and, such special rate shall be col- as in the case of the volunteers. Men who 
lecled, levied, and recovered, by such pow- are actually serving in person need not have 
ers as the poor-rates are collected and reco- been mentioned; for, certainly, they will 
vered: provided, however, that every per- not be included in this quota-rate, or any 
son serving in any volunteer or yeomanry other rate; and, with respect to those who 
corps, and, being, in consequence of such are serving by substitute, either they are 
service, entitled by Lnv to an exemption persons, who were able to pay for a substi- 
from the ballots, shall also be exempted tule out of their own pocket, and who, 
from the above-mentioned special rate, ac- therefore, can Scarcely feel the effect of the 
cording to the amount of his property, in quota-rate, or, they are pefton;, who, being 
.the following proportion and degree; that unable to provide a substitute out of their 
is to say; if, in the book of poor-rates,* his* own means, had recourse to clubs, and who, 
propei ty stands a{ the value if twenty therefore, have no more right to be exempt 
pounds, or under, he is to be wholly ex-< from the quota-rale than every other mem- 
empted from the special, or quota, rate; her of their clubs respective. Nay, it will 
and, if his property stands in the said tale be found, in many casop, that persons who 
book at a value exceeding twenty pounds, will, in virtue of “this clause, claim an 
he is, in the assessment of the quota rate, to exemption from the quota-rate, have 
be exempted to the extent of twenty pounds; had the expanse of their substitute defrayed, 
that is, In: is to pay only such properties, of in great part*, by persons tod'poor to be liable 
' the special or qqota-rate as he w'ould have to the parish rates. The aUegalion of the 
paid if his property had stood, in the poor- Liverpool balloted man, that the Parliament 
rate books, at twenty pounds less than it would,unless this special rate and exemp- 
does: provided also, that ffvery person,-who lion were adopted, be guilty of a breach qf 
shall be now serving, either personally or by faitjt towards the persons who have already 
substitute, in the militia or army of reserve, borne the burden of the ballot, 5 *wy spe- 
shall be wholly exempt from the sptcial or ’eious, but it, nevertheless, is very fallacious, 
qacu-ntc."——Such is the substance of I These persons have, indeed, borne the ballot; 
the clause unencumbered by legal tautology. J but, has not every man who has not been 
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drafted, borne the chance of the ballot ? The 
former are only in that situaliorf in which 
the latter might have been: one has been 
dt-afted and the other not, from causes over 
which neither of them had any control. It 
is not at the close, but at the beginning, of, 
the drawing, that you are to view the situa¬ 
tion of the parties. ’The moment their 
names are put ift the ballot-bag t cach is to b* 
regarded as having borne a burden equal to 
every other. In fact, according to the bal¬ 
lot system, the burden is in the chance , and 
not in the draft. The soundness of this 
reasoning is amply provethby facts ; for, the 
dangersof the ballot l;as given rise to a system 
of insurance; and, though, as in trade, some 
men have chosen to be their own insurers, 
or, in other words, to run the risk of paying 
the whole cost of a substitute, they are not, 
on thijt account, to be considered as entitled" 
to «fly •particular favour, indulgence, or 
exemption. Breach of faith truly ! Let us 
see a little to what lengths this notion may 
be carried, * if Parliament should once give 
way to it. Suppose all the militia and army 
of reserve had beet abolished»for ever, and 
that no quota-men, or any other men than 
regular soldicrsjdiad been to be raised. What 
would the Liverpool ballotted man have saicl 
in that case ? He could have asked for no 
exemption, for there woitld have been no 
special or quota-rate. Would he have 
asked for the continuation of the militia, of 
the army of reserve, and of the ballot sys¬ 
tem, merely because he had borne the burden 
of that system, and because his countrymen 
should, if possible, all bear it as well as he f 
Such a man would object to peace, or to any 
circumstance, that should prevent others 
from bearing burdens similar to that which 
he has borne- B Admit the justice of his 
principle, and you must hesitate before you 
adopt any measure for relieving posterity 
from any burden supported by us of the pre¬ 
sent day. Nevtff was any thing so preposte¬ 
rous. • The ballot system was sanctioned by 
law; it lastedTor a certain time; during 
that time, every mdb, got exempted from it 
by law, was equally exposed tb the chance of 
its burdens; and now, if it be put an end 
to, the men who were not draped are, in the 
eye of law ana justiee, upon exactly the 
same footing, with regard to it, as the men 
who were drafted. Again ; according to 
what rule of justice is it, that a pewon who 
is serving by substitute in the militia is to 
enjoy the^same exemption as one who is 
servW£* by substitute in the army of reserve* 
when the sutytitute of the latter, cost, per¬ 
haps, fifty pBunds, while that of the former 
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did not exceed tenor twelve pounds? Then, 
let it be remembered, that, in many, very 
many parishes, there was no balloting for the 
army of reserve; the money necessary to 
raise the men was levied by a parish-rate, 
and the substitutes were obtained from those 
honest gentlemen, who, in compassion to the 
wives and sweet-hearts of his Majesty’s male 
subjects, keep offices and other buildings for. 
the purpose, as Mr. Wiiberforce would call 
'it, ot trafficking in human flesh. This hap¬ 
pens to be the situation of the very parish in 
which the Patliament is sitting; and, it 
would be worth while to ask what mode the 
Liverpool “ balloted-man” would point out 
for making to tire parishioners' of St. Mar¬ 
garet, Westminster, a compensation for the 
expences which they have incurred on ac¬ 
count of substitutes for the army of reserve. 
— -■ •In short, this military bill of Mr. Pitt, 
which was before, in many respects, hardly 
reducible to commtfh sense, is, by these new 
provisions, introduced from a mixture of 
fickleness and fear, rendered a mass of ab¬ 
surdity such as never before found its way to 
the table of a legislative assembly. 

State of Parties. —The late divisions 
in the House of Commons would seem to 
indicate, that the present ministry stands 
upon.a foundation not much more solid than 
the last. What the division of this night 
(Friday) may produce, I know not; but,Tt 
is not expected, that it will discover any 
symptoms favourable to the minister. Very 
deep and general discontent at the conduct 
of Mr. Pitt, in patching up the prerent mi¬ 
nistry, prevails through the country, and is 
heard amongst all rtuiks, and all descriptions- 
of persons. Hi% literary partisans, in whom, 
by the Ljjje, he is extremely poor, have tried 
to its utmost, the cry against coalitions , and 
the forcing of ministries upon the king. 
This trick succeeded to a miracle twenty’ 
.years age*; but, tricks of this sort seldom 
succeed a second time, especially when peo¬ 
ple have paid so dearly for them. Som^ 
faint attempts have been made to conjure up 
the ghost of jacobinism and again to make 
Mr. Pill the Anti-Jacobin hero. If this 
could be accomplished, then, indeed, were 
he spfe. But, alas! the materials ^re want¬ 
ing Buonaparte has completely extinguish¬ 
ed <tbe principle : and, it would be utterly 
impossible to make any one man in England, 
except he be ai^Anti-Jacobin^by trade, lis¬ 
ten, for a single moment, to any harangue 
upon the subject. The “ pilot that wea¬ 
thered the storm” is, therefore in a situa¬ 
tion entirely new: he can expect no sup¬ 
port from the persuasion v which prevaile4 
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during the last war, ttjat the durationof his 
power was identified with the existence of 
the monarch}’. Many persons, very anxu-'jr- 
for the welfare of that monarchy, entertain 
an exactly opposite opinion. - He has no re¬ 
source left, fie has nothing new to offer. 
He has no hope to present to the country. 
All his showy schemes for th#extension of 
trade, the augmentation of riches-, and the 
discharge of debt, have been tried, aiyl have 
proved to be bubbles. Men have had time 
to reflect; they have traced him through 
his measures and the consequences of his 
measures. Those, who are the least capa¬ 
ble of inquiry, compare the state of the 
country, when he took possession of it twen¬ 
ty years ago, with its present state: they 
know well, without any reasoning upon the 
subject, they feel, that he has had the abso¬ 
lute'command of the nation from that day 
to this; and they fail not to draw a conclu¬ 
sion by no means advantageous to him, but 
not, for that reason, the less rational or just* 
In their comparison they forget not the ! 
situation of our constant rival and enemy.! 
They remember the decrepid state of France, 
they remember the boundaries of her terri¬ 
tory and her influence, at the time when 
all the power of $ England was lodged in the 
hands of Mr. Fitt; and, they cannot, help 
observing the fearful change that has taken 
place, since he has been the depository of 
that power. This is a course of reasoning 
so natural, that it is, and must be, pursued by 
every mind. It is not, therefore, to a divi¬ 
sion in the House of Commons that I look, 
in order to be able to calculate the duration 
of Mr. Pitt’s power; hut,"to the steady, the 
rapidly ad vaucing, and the finally irresistible, 
effect of public opinion as to the psst, aided 
by (he force of the events which will inevi¬ 
tably arise from a perseve .anti; in those sys¬ 
tems, upon the success of which Mr. Pill’s 
reputation was founded, and is yet thought 
to rest. We do not live in times, when a 
ministry is to be supported, for any consider¬ 
able period, by court intrigue, or by party 
juggle or arrangement. We are going fin 
at present under certain systems, which, in¬ 
dependent of all adventitious circumstances, 
must sink^either the minister or the country. 
As an enemy of tlidse systems, 1 wish thorn 
to die a natural death ; because, if they ere 
prematurely cut off by an event, which they 
can have had no share* in producing, both 
they and their founder may one day revive. 
By all means, therefore, it is desirable, that 
Mr. Pitt should meet with not other ixter- 
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riiption than that which will naturally arise 
from an opposition in Parliament and from 
(he <rtf <’ts of his measures out of doors. 
The s.ause of infc-rnuitibn, .dia led to, and 
which, or. other accounts, event man in the 
.kingdom wouid join in exploring, must be 
particulaily painful to the members of the 
opposition, who, in- that case, would find 
themselves somewhat in thrf situation of the 
boxer, whose antagonist, when just about 
to yield, was crushed by the falling of a 
house, leaving the question of victory un¬ 
decided. 

41 

CORN LAWS. 

Sir,—T he report of I he Committee on the 
Corn Laws having made its appearance in 
some of the public prints, I cannot help no¬ 
ticing, that with all the ability, information, 
’and accuracy, with which (he reports of the 
Committees of the Honourable Htus , e<are 
characterised, this report seems to have lost 
sight of the root of the'mischief exclusively, 
namely, taxation.——The Committee state, 
and I have no doubt of the veracity of that 
statement, that for the space of about forty 
years, this kingdom exported corn that pro¬ 
duced an annual sum of £ 700^)00; but, 
that during the last seventeen years, not less 
than thirty millions has been paid to foreign 
countries for the 'like article.——The Com¬ 
mittee advert to the increased price of la¬ 
bour, and the restrictions of the present Corn 
Laws, as if they alone were the causes of these 
alterations of circumstances, and as if a hew 
code of regulations would make this country 
capable of producing and exporting grpin as 
formerly. Why, Sir, the price of freight alone 
is doubled within these last seventeen years! 
and shipping, eyen with that advance, is % 
notorious losing" concern by the excessive 
tonnage dues lately imposetf, added to the 
,high wages paid to seamen at this crisis.-— :- - 
If bounties are granted when the price of 
corn is higher than the present limited stand- 
'afd export price, the public will complain, 
and the poor will be much injured ; add to 
these evils the, bounties ate a deduction from 
revenue, the solution of the whole is, there¬ 
fore, that while we have paper mqncy, anti¬ 
cipated revenue, and consequently excessive 
taxation, we cannot* grow, much less ex¬ 
port, grain upon the same terms, or navi¬ 
gate our ships at so low a rate of freight as 
the Americans, Prussians, and Russians do, 
where land is cheap and labour and taxes 
moderate.— —L. « . 
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** Lons; and varimr, expetiuncc <.esmv to have convinced the nations of Eur-au", that nothing hot. a 
“ statidin" nnnv aan oppose a standing army, rhere the number® on each side bear anv moderate 

** proportion to one another.What effects upon‘the civil condition of the country may 

“ be looked for from a general dillusion of the military characteif becomes an inquiry of great im- 
“ porram-e an:l*dqJic.n.y. To me it appears doubtful whether any govern.nent can be. long sr -i-.re, 
“ where the people are acquaint d w th the use of arms, aatl acr.ustomi.il to resort to them. Every 
“ faction will find it self at th>- head of an arm?, ereryadisgust will excite cummoti- n, and every 
“ commotion become a civil war. Nothin-;, pcrhai::., can govern a nation of armed citizens but 
“ that which governs iimriuy—despotism. 1 ’ f’Ai.er. a 
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LONDON COMMON COUNCIL. 

• 

On Tuesday, the 19th instant, a Com¬ 
mon Council was held in the City of Lon¬ 
don, and was very numerously attended 

•-To pass a vote of thanks to Mr. Ad-, 

dingjen, the late Prime. Minister, was the 
purpose for which Mte Common Council 
was assembled, witigh vote of thanks*had 
originated with Mr. Alderman PEiuuNn, 
who, when the proper time came, rose 
ami addressed the court at. some length, 
wherein he expatiated on th*e evils of tin- 
late war, and the gratitude they ought to 
feel to Mr. Addington, for accepting tte 
responsible‘situation he held at so pe¬ 
rilous a crisis, and making peace on 
fair and equitable, terms, which was so 
much <lesired by the nalkm. He tin n 
stated, that although not distinguished by 
the eminent abilities of some statesmen, 
he had, on all occasions, njost zealously 
exerted himself, and particularly distin¬ 
guished himself for his economy of the 
public money, and his regard to our ex¬ 
cellent constitution, and the liberties of 
the people, and also remained, that he had 
put the nalina into a slate of defence, 
which rendered it perfectly secure from 
present danger. He then moved—“ Th^t* 
** the thanks oljkhis Court be given to the ' 
“ Right Honourable H«nry Addington, I ale, 
" Chancellor«f his Majesty’s Exchequer, 
u for the patriotisg) and public spirit ex- 
“ emplified in his acaeptancje of that ar- 
•• duous situation, at a period the most 
«» eventful; and for his zealous and unwea- 
** ried exertions in the pnhlio service; for 
** his economical application of the na- 
** tional resoifsces; and, above all, for that 
“ steady attachment to the principles of 

the constitution, and that uniforta regard 
•• to the liberties of the people, which jiave 
“ so eminently distinguished his adminis- 
*• tration.”——Mit. Jacks seconded th« 
motion.—pClie question having been* 
read, Mr. Waithman made a most admi¬ 
rable reply, and called th» attention of 
Vce. V. 
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the court to three avowed objects of the 
motion.*^ lie said, no question ever intro¬ 
duced into that court, had been so heavily 
and dully supported, which he did not at 
all attribute to the want of ability in the 
gentlemen who brought it forward, jvho, 
he doubted not, would upon proper occa¬ 
sions display tl^t ability they were 
/bought to possess; but the question itself 
could not be suppoited by any precedent. 
The first avowed object of the motion, he 
stated, was the patriotism of Mr, Addiug- 
ton, in undertaking the administration at 
such a perilous crisis ; this he combated 
with the most pointed strain of ridicule, 
ami asked, if, when they heard of Mr. 
Pitt^ resignation, any man in that court,, 
or the nation, if. lie had been called 
upon to say who was likely to succeed 
him, would ever have thought of Mr. Ad¬ 
dington ! Could that court then commit 
such an absurdity as to thank a man who 
was not known as a statesman, for under¬ 
taking a situation of such importance at 
so perilous a time? In fact, he came in on 
the principle *of exclusion, and as the de¬ 
clared (?nemy of the liberties of the peo¬ 
ple, so far as respet ted the Catholic ques¬ 
tion—the p£opld of themselves provided 
spontaneously for the national safety, and 
he was hot supported but as a minister on 

mere sufferance. . - ^ he next point was 

his economy—here he shewed that no en¬ 
terprise of any glory having been under¬ 
taken or achieved, the expenses could not 
be so grant when our whole operations 
were confined to defence; but he shewed 
t]pt the taxes substituted for the income 
tax, were, so far as respected persons in 
trade, who were allowed an abatement of 
two-thirds, an unjust impost, as they paid 
so much abort their fair proportion, and 
also in the late property tax no deduction 

whatever was allowed.-The third point 

was, his regard for thfe constitution and 
the liberties of the people. Here he stated 
that the income tax, and particularly the 
Jast duty on ‘windows, which gave sur- 
1 . 
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Tcyors the right of entering our houses, 
were direct infringements on that consti¬ 
tution, and, in fact, was laying all the 
houses in the kingdom under an excise. 
-—These were the avowed objects of the 
motion; but he contended, the real object' 
or effect of the motion was p vote of cen¬ 
sure on the administration which preceded 
it, and an implied charge of violating the 
constitution, and also an implied censure 
on the conduct of those members of Par¬ 
liament who had lately so nobly exerted 
themselves towards forming a'more effi¬ 
cient administration, as best-calculated to 
call forth the energifi^of the Ration, and 

{ ^reserve us from surrounding dangers, 
f these were the mover’s motives, he dis¬ 
approved of them, and thought it best to 
mpve a direct censure, and not to do it^ 
under colour of a vote of thanks to a third 
party. After a variety of forcible obser¬ 
vations, Mr.Waii.hman moved,as an amend¬ 
ment, that all the words of the motion, ex¬ 
cept the word “ That,” should be omitted, 
and others substituted, which would then 
read thus:——“ That however this court 
" may regard the good intentions of his 
‘ " Majesty’s late ministers, it is their tie. 

“ tided conviction, that the extraordinary 
“ circumstances of the times do unperi*- 
V ously require a strong, extended, and 
" efficient administration, combining men 
" of the first talent and consideration in 
" the country; they do therefore highly 
" approve of the conduct of the Right 
** Honourable Henry Addington in resign- 
“ mg the important and responsible situa- 
u tion which he held under his Majesty’s 
" government, when he found he no longer 
“ enjoyed that confidence and support,"so 
** essential towards conducting the public 
, w affairs with energy ahd success. They 
" cannot at the same time but deeply-re- 
** g ret » that the late partial changes effect- 
in his Majesty’s councils, should ap* 

*" pear so little calculated to promote the 
" great interests of the nation, and to^e- 
“ cure the confidence of the Parliament 
“ and the people, so necessary at this mo- 
“ mentous crisis.” -Mr. Reeve second¬ 

ed the motion.——The question was'tyen 
immediately put, and Mr. Waithmen’s 
amendment was carried by a great rnajo- 
rity——Some members wishing to pro¬ 
pose an amendment, a loffg discussion took 
place on the question of order, when most 
of the members withdrew, and there not 
being a court, it'broke up. " 

~ * . . w * 

,CORN LAWS. 

Si*,——-The report of a committee of the Im- 


[ 9 & 

erial Commons, upon the British Com Laws, 
as reached our hands; and it is impossible to 
find another subject giore vitally interesting to 
the welfare of Ireland.—Upon the fair and, 
equitably understanding of the terms upon 
winch the Union of these islands was founded, 
we acknowledge that we'should nut have ex¬ 
pected to see introduced into any public docu¬ 
ment, the term foreign, so frequently applied to 
’this part o£ the empire. * We did not think it 
strictly correct, that the kingdom and this king¬ 
dom should he exclusively applied to the island 
of Great Britain, after a solemn act of the two 
legislatures of both islands had directed Great 
Britain and Ireland to be for ever united, com¬ 
ponent parts of one and the same kingdom. Of 
this solemn act of Union, it is a fundamental 
article, ilmt “ nil prohibitions and bounties ou 
the export of articles, the growth, produce, or 
manufacture, of either country to the other, 
shall cease and determine, and that the said ar¬ 
ticles shall be exported from one country to 
another, without duty yr bounty on s*cfi*e«por- 

tation.”-Upon this principle, a Commute* 

of the Imperial Commons acted in March, 1809, 
when considering the subject of the corn trade 
between the two islands.—“ Whatever further 
measures or regulations,” say they,“ the wisdom 
of Parliament may uitimdtely adopt with regard 
to this important subject, m its various branches, 
your committee have great#, reason to think, 
‘that it may he attended with beneficial conse¬ 
quences to both count lira, if the liberty of ex¬ 
portation from tke one to the other should be 
extended to both (tor the propriety of the same 
rule is obvicitj) at the respective prices, for 
wheat, hurley rye, and oats, under winch both 
legislatures, even when general prices were much 
lower than at (his day, thought fit to exclude 
supply from f.» cign parts at the lowest duties.” 

-Now by the proposed regulations, his price 

must be 40s. 8d. per barrel, before it can be 
permitted to us to import into British harbours, 
lhe necessity which shall raise the price to that 
amount; then vfill inevitably affect our market 
here, so as to ruise the rate* of wheat at our 
ports, above the exportation price. Thus, en¬ 
tire ly shut out of market, either because the 
' commodity is too high or too low, the result is 
obvious, Tillage will decflfte; no surplus will 
•be, or can he ou hand; .and one bad season 
brings on a famine. If the ITve county farmers 
speculate on ylns calamity*, and hope to get rich 
by our starvation—fiieir policy is miserably 
short-sighted. The policy is little better, which 
would restrict us in paying in the least vari¬ 
able of all modes in grain, »for tEfe very great 
quantity of British manufactures, hard and soft, 
which we bringinto Ireland, e *n return for our 
corn. And miserable and vicious in the ex¬ 
treme ifdecd must he his policy, who will run 
the risk for the sake of pleasing the five county 
' farmers, of driving tp beggary, distraction, and 
outrage, the great majority of a {feopAe, who 
want she kindest and most fostering hand, to 
encourage them in the pursuit 6f,those blessings , 
which attend a life of active and profitable in¬ 
dustry. JBut.wc will not impute it to the wise 
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Mid magnanimous legislature of the greatest na¬ 
tion oo earth, that, when we consented to min¬ 
gle our representation with Iter’s, the calls of 
justice will be disregarded, because her voices 
are so few, or that a distinction suggested by 
narrow selfish motives, and which durst not lisp 
across the Tweed tlill be permitted to dictate 
across the Channel. No.—The five county 
farmers will, by agitating the question, «e trust 
afford the legislator an ample opportunity of 
confirming our confidence in its wisdom and 
justice.—The gentlemen of this county have 
taken up the subject already, with the warmth 
that becomes them. We understand, requi¬ 
sition is forwarded to the sheriff, to convene the 
county ; and the mayor lias summoned a meet¬ 
ing of the inhabitants to consider of the most 
effectual means for preventing this national evil. 
——At a meeting of the principal merchants, 
traders, and inhabitants of the town of C in. tin el, 
held on Tuesday, the 28ih of May, 1804, So- 
Joraoi^Watson, F.sq. in the chair:—■—“ fie-' 
aaltedy That under tljp Corn Laws, winch have 
hitherto been enacted for the regulation of 
this part of the United Kingdom, the in- 
“ dustry, agriculture, wealth, and population of 
“ Ireland hate been steadily and uniformly tul- 
“ vanning to an high state of improvement.— 
“ Resolved, That it'appears to tts, that one of 
“ the fundamental principles upon which the 
“ Union of Great Britain and Ireland was ef- 
" fected, was that of a mutual intercourse SC 
trade, and such an equalization of all prohi- 
“ bitions and bounties on the Export of 
“ articles, the growth, produce or manu- 
“ facturc of either country to the other, as 
“ should remit r all commercial advantages, re- 
“ suiting from such Union- fully and substan- 
“ tially reciprocal in their effects.——Resolved, 
That we have seen, witli equal alarm and as- 
“ tonislnneiii, a report stated to have been 
“ made by a Committee of the Imperial Com- 
“ inous, upon the subject of certain petitions 
“ presented to Parliament, by the furtners of 
“ live English counties, whitfi report seems to 
“ be formed a» the ground-work of an act of 
“ the legislature, and recommends such an al- 
“ teratiou in the present subsisting Corn Laws* 
*< as would abohsli the corn trade in this islatfti • 
« fpr ever; wodW, by such abolition, deprive 
its proprietors pf the chief source of their* 
« wealth, aud Tft tenantry of the principal in- 
“ ducemeut to.the#xertions of their industry ; 
“ and would produce *the mojt ruinous con- 
« sequences of distrust, distraction, and proper- 
ty, to the great bulk of its inhabitants.— Re- 
“ solved, That, *n aggravation a of those evils, 
« which appear to us ifievitably to attend the 
« proposed altejation, the disadvantageous state 
“ of the exchange between Great Britain and 
" Ireland, the correction of which at present 
“ 'occupies so deeply the wisdom of Parliament, 
« would be vastly augmented.—Resolvedj That 
« wewdo Iffereby call upon our representatives in 
« the Imperial Parliament firmig aud imcea»- 
.«* jngly to resist a project, by which, if carried 
« into effect, the vital interests of this country 
* are threatened with annihilation ; and we do 
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“ most earnestly cxluift every description 
“ amongst the wealthy, the active, and the in- 
“ dustnous classes of our fellow subjects to o'p- 
“ pose, by every constitutional means, this most 

“ fatal measure.”-By inserting the above in 

the Political Register, you will, Sir, probably 
do great public good, and will certainly much 
oblige your most humble and most obedient 

servant,——T * B.-Dated Clonmel, 10th 

June, 180*. 

’ ‘CONSPIRACY AT PARIS. 

Under tbij head have been inserted, in the 
Register, from time to time, all the official do¬ 
cuments relative to the late conspiracy. Thera 
remain an account of the trials to be inserted, 
and this Amount will be published as soon as 
we have authentic information as to the result 
of those trials. The following letters make a 
part of the documents; and, when the evidence 
given upon the trials come to be examined, 
the k (ter of Moreau will be found to be very 
important. 

Letter from GaicralfMtrcan to the First Con~ 

, • 4 ul, datedJ)om the Temple, March the ?<A, 
1804. 

It is sow near a month since 1 have been de¬ 
tained as an accomplice of Georges end of Pi- 
chegru, and I Am perhaps destined to appear 
before the Tribunals, and vindicate myself from 
the charge of conspiracy against the safety of 

the siate and against its Chief Magistrate.-1 

was far from expecting that after having passed 
throufb the revolutions of the war, free from 
the slightest reproachjof nicivism or ambition 
(and more especially after having been at the 
head of great and victorious armies, which would 
have given me the means of satisfying such 
passions, if I possessed them), that it would be 
at ihe moment when I was living a private life, 
only engaged with my family, and only seeing a 
very small circle of friends, that I could be ac¬ 
cused of such an act of madness. I have no 
doubt but that hiy former connexion with Ge¬ 
neral Piftiegru has been the motive of my accu¬ 
sation.——Before I speak of my justification, 
permit me, Gevierat, to trace this connexion to 
its source, aud 1 doubt not but you will be con¬ 
vinced, tjiat the connexious which one may 
keep op with an old friend, and a man who has 
been formerly one's commander, however di¬ 
vided in opinion, and however attached to difr 

S ent parties, are far from being criminal.-* 

tncral Pichegru took the command of the 
army of thg North at the beginning of the se¬ 
cond year of the republic. I had been then, for 
six months, a general of brigade, and sometimes 
discharged the functions of general of divi¬ 
sion. Pleased with some successes of mine, 
and with some military dispositions, he soon 
obtained for me that rank, the duties of which. 

I at that time difbhargcd.-Iu # entering upon 

the campaign, he gave me the command of half 
the army, and confided to me the most import- 
antfbperations.—*Two months before theend 
of the cati^iigii, his ill health obliged him to- 
absent hiuffilf from the army. The govern¬ 
ment then, upon his requett, entrusted me te 
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finish the conquest of Dutch Brabant and Guel- 
dtrlaml, After the winter's campaign, winch 
made tis masters of the rest of Holland, he 
went t«i the army of the Upper Rhine, and 
marked me as Ins successor; and the National 
Convention entrusted me with the command 
■which he then tesigued. A year after, I re¬ 
placed him at the army of the l^biuc ; lie was 
called up to the Legislative Body, and our cor- 

xespondence whs no longer frequent. . —In the 

&hort camptign of the Mil w-jr, we t*ok the 
papers bel. m „iug to t tie Etai .Major of i !:<•■ enemy. 
Tllev t » ii li’Si-.glit *i'p ,i qnmititwof papers, 
which General De-.,ix, who »vas then wounded, 
amused limisi It with reading It appeared by 
this cone-poiMieiicev that General ,1’ichegiu 
had been m pnrre-pomleoce witii ^te French 
Princes. This discovery gave us much unc.,- 
siness, but to me inort particularly. We 
agreed to 1ft it lest in oblivion. i’iciiegru, in 
the Legislative Body, hud less menus of hurt¬ 
ing foe common cauie, as peace was their ruin. 
I took precaution, however, for the safety 
of the army against thaAystem of espionage 
which might have ruined it * The researches 
that I made, and the decyphering of this r.oire- 
Spondeiice, have placed all those pieces in the 

hands of several prraons.-The events of the 

18th Fructidor wi re then announced, and the 
public, ansicly was very great; in consequence 
of which two officers, who were nuornied of this 
correspondence, prevailed upon me to inform 
ttie government of ir, and gave me to under- 
• stand tint it hud begun to be pretty public, and 
Uivt it Stiasburgh they were already preparing 
to inform the Directory of it.-1 was a pub¬ 

lic functionary, and I could nq longer keep si¬ 
lent; but without addressing myself directly to 
the government, I informed the Director, ilar- 
thelemy, confidentially, of it, begging of him, at 
the same time, to give me his advice, and in¬ 
forming him that those pieces, although un¬ 
doubtedly authentic, could not, be proved in a 
cou’it of justice, as they were not signed, and 

mostly in cyphers.-My letter arrived in 

Paris a very short time aftei Citizen Barthi Icmy 
had heeu arrested ; and the Directory, ro whom 
it was sent, demanded from me tiie papers 

which it made mention of.-Pichtgru then 

went to Cayenne, and from thence to Germany 
and England, without my having any corre- 
^SJioiiciencf with him. Some time utter the peace 
with England, AL D .viri, uncle to Gencr»d 
Souhun (who hurl pas-ed « year wub Inui at 
the army of the North), informed me that 
General Pichegru was onp of th .se banished in 
Fructidnr, aiuI that he was astonished at hear¬ 
ing that it was from my opposition alone, that 
you refused to permit his return ,o France/ I ! 
replied to M. David, that so far from opposing 
his return, I should mak^it ngy business to so¬ 
licit fur him :his permission. He shewed this 
letter to some persons, and I have learnt that 

the demand was positively made to you.-j- 

Sometime after M.*Davidf wrote to me, “that 
he had applied to Pichegru to denAid of you 
directly to be eraseji from the list; but that he 
had answered, that he would not make the de- 
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mend unltys Re was certain that it would be 
complied with;” that moreover, he desired him 
to thank me for the answer l had given, and 
to assure me, tlfat he had never supposed me 
capable of acting in the manner that was iro- 
% puteil to me; than he evejj knew, that in the 
aifair of the correspondence of Kjjnglin, 1 had 
been placed in a most delicaie situation. M. 
David wrote me three or four uiore unimportant 
letters on this subject, ftfier his unrest, he 
, wrote to me to take some steps in bis favour. 
1 was very sorry that the distance between me 
and the government prevented me from giving 
some lights to your justice in this respect, and I 
do not doubt but k would have been easy to 
have removed that prejudice which bad been 

given yoi, upon this subject.-1 no longer 

beard I’irhegru spoken ot, except indirectly, and 
by persons w bom the war obliged to return to 
France. From that epoch to the present mo¬ 
ment, daring the two campaigns in Germany, 
and since the peace, there have been fhstaut 
overtures made to me, t» know whether it Was 
posable ti prevail on me to enter into corre¬ 
spondence with the French Princes. 1 consi¬ 
dered these proposals so ridiculous, that 1 did 
not even make any answer.——As to the ac¬ 
tual conspiracy^ I can equally affirm, that 1 am 
far from having the least sfiare in it. I confess 
even that 1 am at a loss to conceive how a 
handful of individuals, dLpcrdM, could hope to 
change the face of the state, (Hid to restore 
upon the throne a family that the conunned ef¬ 
forts of all Europe, and of civil win, could not 
succeed in restoring, or how it can be supposed 
that 1 could be so void of reason as to pan in 
such a plan, by which I should lo«e tt.e whole 
Iruit of my labours, which would only tn such 

case draw upon tne coniinu »1 reproaches.-1 

repeat it to you, General, that whatever pro¬ 
position was made to me J have re jected Irnm 
opinion, and always considered it the greatest 
foily; and when n has been represented to me 
that the chimces of the invasion of F.ngkind 
wire favourable to a cknnge of government, I 
rephed thai the Senate was thcfnuthoriiy round 
wind, nil Fu'ticinnen would unite, in casp of 
•troubles, and that I would be the first to obey 

‘ its ordeis.-Mich overtuic^tnade to me, an 

insulated individual (who bad not chosen to 
^presirve any CiTincctioii, eithejjn the army, of 
which nine-tenths had served under my orders, 
or wuli any constituted nuftmrny) could obtain 

no other answer than nVcfusal. -The part of 

giving information to government was repug¬ 
nant to my character—an office which is always 
judged of severely; it becomes o'dinus, and 
marked with the seal iff reprobation against the 
man who is guilty of it, with reject to persona 
to whom he cfwes gratitude, and with whom he 
has had lung habits of li iendship. Duty even 
may sonic-rimes yield to the cry of public opi¬ 
nion*——This, General, is what I l^ave to say 
as to rny connection with Pichegru; th<$ will, 
Surely convince you that very false and hasty 
•conclusions have been drawn fnnt actions, 
which, though perhaps imprudent, were very far 
from being criminal j and, I have no doubt, blit 
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if, bjr your authority, I had been asked for ex¬ 
planations on those points, which I would have 
very readily given, it would have saved you the 
«gret of ordering nty detention, and me the 
Itutniliatioti of being imprisoned, anH perhaps 
obliged to go befory the Tnhunuls'aiul say that, 

I am not a conspirator, and to appeal; in sup¬ 
port of this vindication, to the uuiform probity 
•f my life for thejau twenty-five year9, and t<j 
the services which I have rendered to the 
country. I will not speak of those, General; > 

I can say, they are not yet effaced from your 
memory; hut I will recap to your recollection, 
that if ever tin* desire of taking part mnhe go¬ 
vernment of France had befcti the aim of my 
ambition and of my services, the cover was 
open to me in .the most advantageous manner 
before your return from Egypt—and surely you 
have not forgotten the disinterestedness with 
which L seconded you on the 18th of Brutna re. 
Enemies have kept us at a distance since that J 
time. • It is with much regret that 1 find myself 
cothpellAl to speak of myself, or of my services, 
but at a time when I am accused of hematite 
accomplice ot those ftlio only considered of 
acting under the guidance of England, perhaps 
I shall have to defend ijiyself from the snares 
which that power may prepare pgainst me. I 
have self-love enough to suppose that England 
may judge of the evil which I am still capable 

of doing her, by #hat, 1 have already done.-y 

If, General, I«caii gain your full attention, then 

I shall have no doubt of your justice.-1 

shall await your decision on* my fate with the 
calm of innocence, hut not without the uneasi- 
ness of seeing that those enemies which are al¬ 
ways attracted by celebrity, have triumph,ed. 
hitler from flic Grand. Judge to General Mo¬ 
reau, dated Paris , March the 18 th, 11.104 ; 
signed lliojnm. 

I submitted your letter of ibis day, at 
eleven o’clock in the evening, to the 1'irst 
Consul. If is heart has been powerfully affected 
by those measures of rigour which the # safetv of 

the state have imposed od him.-At your 

first examination, and when the conspiracy, 
and your connexion with it, were not de¬ 
nounced to the Constituted Authorities and t<j 
ail France, he gsgg me instructions, if you de¬ 
sired it, immediately to introduce you to hjs 
presence. Votypight then have com riUuted to 
rescue the state from the danger which threat¬ 
ened it.-Before appealing ulymately to jus¬ 

tice, I wished by a second examination to he 
fully assured whether there existed a possibility 
of separating your name from that odious af¬ 
fair. You *did tffit, however, afford me the 

means of following this line of conduct.-N ow 

that juridical proceedings have been com¬ 
menced, the laws determine that rto document, 
whether in the way of accusation ormrxculpa- 
tion, shall he with-held from the inspection of 
the judges ^and the government has ordered me 
to addJyour letter to the other document^ pre¬ 
pared. _ _ * * * 

Public paper! 

Note, addressed by M. Baches, French Charge - 
d'Affaires at the Diet tf Ratisboa, to the 
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Diet, dated the ZBth'ofMay, 1804; a ■parti¬ 
cular note , of the same tenor, having been 
addressed to each Court of the German Em¬ 
pire. 

The undersigned, the French Charge-d’Af¬ 
faires, has the honour to transmit to the Ge¬ 
neral Diet ot.the Germanic Empire, the an¬ 
nexed copy of the Decree of the Senate, which 
determines henceforth the style, the forms, and- 
the trgmsnnssal of the supreme power i n 
France, the only things which, in the oigamza- 
tmn of UK*Republican Government, did not 
hear a due proportion to the greatness and to 

the calls of the State.-lie hastens, in these 

ci i on instances, to notify, conformably to the or- 
tlei.s of his s gnvcriimept, that his Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty Napoleon, Emperor of the French, is in¬ 
vested by the laws of-the State with the Impe¬ 
rial dignity, and that this title and this dignity 
are to be transmitted to his descendants in the 
male line direct; and in default of such issue, 
to the nude line direct of their Imperial High¬ 
nesses IVinces Jose (A and Louis Buonaparte, 

brothers to the Dm per or.-In making this 

notification, the undersigned thinks it necessary 
to remark, that all official communications are 
to be suspended until the former titles shall he 
replaced hy those of the Imperial Protocol, as 
well in the credentials of the ministers accre¬ 
dited to France, as tn those of his Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty the Emperor of the French accredited to 
Foreign Courts. The confidential communi- 
catious necessary for the commencement and 
progress jf business, may still be made in the 
usual manner. 

The undersigned is, in the mean time, 
instructed to declare, that the important law 
which has completed the prgnm/ation of the 
Siate to a manner suitable to the dignity of the 
French people, will pioduce no change in its 
political relations. "France, in placing them 
under the protection of a government invested 
with greyer splendor, and surrounded with a 
dignity more itnalagous to the nature of riicum- 
s tan cos, confers greater (nice ami consistency 
to the reciprocal tftlvantages that friendly na-. 
Hops have a right to expect from her ; and, at 
the same time, she gives more consideration to 
the respect that all governments shall receive 
‘ from her, and which they, in their turn, are 
bound tn manifest towards her. \ 

SUMMARY.OF POLITICS. 

MtLtTAify Pkoject. - The history of 

the hill,for the execution of this project, 
wdS,in ihepreceding sheet, p. 941", brought 
down fo the 11th instant. On Thursday, 
the 14th, the House went into a committee 
on the bill, reajf the clauses one by one, 
and the minister introduced several amend¬ 
ments. On Friday, the 15th, tfie report 
was Jirouirht up, and the amendments read 
' a first time. Upon the question being 
’ put for reading the amendments a second 
time, a division took placet for the second' 
read iDg 03, against it C9; leaving a majo- 
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rlty of six against ‘the minister. The 
House havingresunied its deliberative capa¬ 
city, it was moved by Mr. Grey, “ that 
" these amemltnents be taken into consi- 
deration this day three months.” Mr. 
Richard Ryder, on the ministerial side, 
moved, by way of amendment, to leave out 
the words, “ this day three months,” insert¬ 
ing in their stead, “ Monday next.” Upon 
this, several speeches were made by the 
ministerial members, who were rf however, 
unable, to draw forth any answer from their 
opponents. At ten o’clock the House di¬ 
vided : for the amendment of Mr^ Ryder, 
214, against-il, 186, leaving the yimister a 
majority of 28. On Monday, the 18th, the 
amendments, together with some others 
now proposed by the minister, having been 
read and agreed to, a long debate took 
place upon the rjuestion, ,f that the bill, 
,{ as ameuded, tye engrossed.” At five 
o’clock in the morningthesHouse divided* 
for the question, 265, against it, 223; 
leaving the minister a majority of 42. 
This was the last division that took 
place upon the bill, in the lower House; 
for, on Tuesday, the question upon the 
third reading produced only a few obser¬ 
vations: it was Carried ; the bill was pass- 
i ed, of course, and ordered to the Hurds, 
where it may be expected to meet wiih 
great resistance, and may, one would hope, 
yet. be pn vented from becoming a law, 
— — The.only remaining topics, counseled 
with this hill, that demand pulRulur at¬ 
tention, are, 1. the clause introduced by 
Mr. l’itt, just before the debate on Mon¬ 
day, relative to the army of reserve establish¬ 
ment in time off peace', and,*2. the appre¬ 
hensions which, during the debate, seme 
persons expressed, at tin prospect ofsee- 

. iug au extension of the standing anny. - 

With regard to the clause, if it be accu¬ 
rately described in^tlic lepoi't of the de¬ 
bate ; that is, if the 71,000 men, who are 
fto compose the army of reserve, are, the 
moment peace is concluded, to he disemlp- 
died , and only liable to lie called out at 
stated times, or in cane of emergency ; if 
this be so, and if the bill ilius passes into a 
law, the*pioject is completely ch mgcyfl; 
its main piinciples are abandoned ; it js a 
thing both in substance and (fleet very 
different from what it was at first, and 
from what its author intended it should be. 
The preamble of the bill sets out with de¬ 
claring, that “ it is expedient that a t per- 
** munent additional force should be esta- 
“ blishcd and maintained, &c.” Mr. Pitt, 1 
when he opened the project to the House, 
dwelt with particular emphasis on the ad¬ 
vantage of “ having such a force always on 


" foot,” and 'triumphantly asked, what 
would be our situation in future " at* the 
•• breaking out of a war r” Why, said he, 
answering his question; ‘- why, that we 
“ shall nave, ready at hand, a perpetual 
and never-failing sourfce of supply for 
•• our regular army.” So strongly was 
t^iis characteristic of the'bill impressed ou 
the minds of its supporters, that Mr. Spen¬ 
cer Stanhope seemed to regard it as the 
very thing of all others which Tendered 
the bill worthy of his approbation. “ Any 
“ mint,*” be s'<sid % “ who had attended to 
•• the history of thjs country, must know, 
" that a war generally begins upon our 
•• finances for one or two years, previous 
“ to our having a disciplined and dispos- 
" able army ; but, this plan was to cna- 
ble us to start with men, at the same time 
“ that u: started with money.” Indeed, the 
whole frame of the l>ill proves, thaiT it 
never was dreamt qf to disembody the 
men during peace. No such thought ever 
entered into the head of the minister, till 
he was so hard pressed, that no expedient 
was to be neglected, by which half a dozen 
peisons might be induced to vote for his 
measure, or rather, for hisMmntinuation in 
place. One obvious effect of this new 
clause will bo, ty counteract whatever may 
he done by t'.ie other parts of the bill witii 
icsjM ct. to the competition of bounties. 
'1'he bounty given for the quota men was, 
before the introduction of this clause, 
fixed at three-fourths of the sum allowed 
for recruiting the regular army ; and this 
bounty remains the same now that the 
clause is introduced, notwithstanding the 
quota men, who are now enlisted, may, 
instead flf constantly serving for the space 
ol five years, be disembodied in the course 
of eight or nine months. The bounty to 
jhe quota men is not, indeed, positively 
increased by this new c]gpse, but no one 
will deny, that, considering the chance of 
& diminution in the timfc«wf service, the 
relative increase in tig; bounty is very 
great. 1'herJ, as to the motives for en¬ 
listing from the quota-corps into the army, 
one of thenr is almost entirely done away 
by this claase. To hav# four years, or 
four years and a half, certain, to serve is a 
longtime: it is a great distance to look 
forward to,‘especially if a man be situated 
in a paft of the country that he does not 
like^ and whence, even with the impolitic 
restrictions of the hill, he might remove 
•by enlisting into a battalion going abroad; 
but, lest such a motive shotitq induce him 
to become a regular soldier, he is now 
told, that, when peace comes, be shall be 
disembodied; and, as he can have little 
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or no knowledge as to the moment when 
peaee is likely to come, he will live in 
constant hope of its coming, and will, of 
course, have, from the cause here men¬ 
tioned, no inclination to enter tile regular 
army. Nor is tt, as to this pajt of th^ 
subject, altogether unnecessary to con¬ 
sider what may, possibly, be the eflect of 
always keeping h the heart «f the coun¬ 
try, under officers having no local connec-, 
tion with them, a body of seventy-four 
thousand men in arnft, who must oj nrccs- 
rity, at all times be eager for peaci*, with¬ 
out any reference whatever to the terms! 
The history of the whole world does not, 
one may safely a (firry, adhr-l a single in¬ 
stance of a body of rr^n being placed in a 
similar situation. The officers are, it 
seems, to be placed on half-pay, during 
peaoe^ but, how, irt tli<< name of conn ion 
sense, can this bP made to correspt od 
with the coupling s\.•tem, according to 
whiehthe officers of ho'h first and second 
battalion are to be considered as belong¬ 
ing to one regiment,’and some of whom 
must, therefore, dbriic, doriifg peace, from 
full pay to half pay, by way of advance¬ 
ment and prdfnotum ! Will any officer, 
who is worthy of commanding a corporal 
and six men, remain in a service thus 
clogged with impediments? What be¬ 
comes, too, of all the fine-spun specula¬ 
tions about the “ affection and family 
feeling,” that was to arise and to be kept 
alive between the first and second batta¬ 
lions, just as between the nursery and the 
orchard, or the seed bed and the garden 
plot? This disembodying scheme comes 
athwart the fraternal part of the project 
like an eastern blast athwart the loves of 
the plants. There is another circumstance 
attending this new clause, of which Mr. 
Pitt does not seem to have been awarej 
The quota-men are to bn disembodied, in* 
the same way that militia-men are, and 
are to be liableto be called out again as' 
militia-men also # are. But, in the first 
place, the officers are not, like militia offi¬ 
cers, attached, by ties of home, property, 
&c. to particular counties, so as to be at 
hand to cfcme forth, without inconvenience, 
a month in the yea?, or whatever lime 
they are retjuired to come forth. The 
moment they are disembodied they will 
be scattered all over the kingdom ; and, 
though they are to receive full pay while 
they ar<#aclually out* will a month’? full 
pay in a year, or even tty-re, or foiy 
months, cqjapensate for their being com-* 
pel led to reside constantly in the. kingdom,, 
and to repair every year to.the station to I 
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meet their men ? And if, by some means 
or other, the officers arc to be found anti 
brought to certain stations,' where, in the 
name of wonder, will the men lie found, 
when once they have hern disembodied, 
especially if they are called on at the 
breaking out of a war? In the militia, in¬ 
deed, Miere if a security for tfi ■* rc-upprar- 
ance of the m«*n; brcau=r, if the same, 
inen pre not forthcoming, others a:e bal¬ 
loted for; an I, therefore, the path-lies 
take care that as f iv as p issilde of Utter 
militia-men sh-aii fail to repair to tUir 
rendezvous. There n no such, nor any 
other, securily for the tv-sipi»ear.mct' of the 
men of flip quota-c orps, who, when ones 
raised, arc no longer a s«bpot of concern 
with liie parish, by wh-in they •have (teen 
raise:!. These tn-. a will not. like militia¬ 
men, go home, almost a battalion in a 
body, to their several counties. They 
^’*iil be, like tty-ir oiticCrs, scatter:..1 all 
over the kingdom. The man who is to 
rendezvous in Surrey will be in Yorkshire, 
or Cornwall, if the scheme were practi¬ 
cable, which I am sure it is not, it would 
be truly amusing to contemplate the run¬ 
ning backward nod forward, the crossing 
to and again, the hying up and down, the 
swawning, that would take place 'in the 
country; and all this, apparently, to answer * 
no other earthly purpose than that of haras¬ 
sing and torment ingaboutseventy or eighty 
thousand men, and loading the parishes with 
about four or five thousand additional poor. 
There are laws against the migration of ar- 
tizans and manufacturers, it is, therefore, not 
unreasonable to suppose, that the minister, 
seeing that those laws were proposed by him 
would vfish to preventsuch migration; but, 
let any man duly reflect on what will be the 
feelings of the quota-men, when theys^all 
be in daily expectation of being called on to* 
resume Zheir military duty, especially with 
the prospectofawar (Morethem; and then 
let him say, whether any thing could have 
been devised so well calculated to producer 
tfiat migration, which the government ha* 
been, ami t is, so desirous to prevent.—That 
a clause, against which there are so many 
weighty objections (and many njore might 
b$ added), should be introduced just pre¬ 
vious to the commencement of the luti 
discussion of the bill, with as little cere¬ 
mony as if it*wer*e no more than a mere 
verbal correction, must appear utterly un¬ 
accountable to any one not acquainted 
with the manner in which Mr. Pitt is in¬ 
fluenced. When he went into the House of 
Commons on the Friday evening preceding, 
nothing was farther from his thoughts than 
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the adoption of a clause like that on which 
I hare been commenting; but, after the 
proceedings of'that night, he began to look 
about him for the moans of securing his ma¬ 
jority, in comparison to which the measure 
was a mere bagatelle. Thus it is that he 
has always been influenced, and ha'.always 
acted. Be is a minister of expedients, and 
.not of principles. He lives from hand to 
mouth. He has never any general prin¬ 
ciple, never any basis, whereon to ground 
his measures of any sort. It is She same in 
every department: war, diplomacy, fi¬ 
nance ; every where his measures are cal¬ 
culated to meet the party exigency of the 
moment. The questioh with Him never 
seems to be, “ what effect will this measure 
have withwegard to the honour and inte¬ 
rest of the country ?" but, " what a figure 
wi If it make in debate; how shall we di¬ 
vide ; and what will be ihe effect as to the 
duration of tny power f’ m When one re¬ 
flects on this, the misfortunes and the dis¬ 
grace, which have fallen upon us, within 
these twenty years, are no longer a subject 
of wonder. Under an influence like this, 
wc have been gradually sinking in the 
opinions of other nations, as well as in real 

weight and strength.-The other topic 

which, as being connected with thcnnili- 

* tary project, I think, at this time, worthy 
of particular attention, is, on every account, 
of very great importance, and, to do it 
justice, would require more time and much 
more talent than i have at command. Ne¬ 
vertheless, thinking it, as I do, a matter 
which should immediately come under 
public consideration, t hesitate not to 
bring it forward, and to submit my opinions 
thereon to my readers, being at 411 times 
willing to hear, and, if required, to publish, 
opinions of an opposite tendency.— 
’That there should prevail in this countcy, 
and that there should be expressed by 
many members of Parliament, great ap- 

• prehensions at any proposition for mate¬ 
rially increasing the standing army, is by 

no means wonderful. Nor are the persons 
entertaining such apprehensions to be 
blamed: to entertain them is habitual in En¬ 
glishmen they arise from an attachment 
to real liberty*; but certainly they are ifot 
•o well founded now as they were at foixfter 

periods of our history.-Many gentlemen 

of the House of Commons did, in the course 
of the late debates, disapprove of the pro¬ 
ject of Mr. Pitt, because its direct ten¬ 
dency was to produce a decrease in* the 
militia, at the same time that it produced 
an increase in.the standing army. It 
would be easy to show, tint there may be 


a consideipble difference between a regutar 
and a standing army, and, that Mr. Pitt’s 
project, if not nullified in this respect by 
the new clause, would have produced all 
the dan^rs of the latter, with very few, if 
•any, of the advantages of she former. But, 
it is fair to allow, that, in expressing their 
apprehensions at the increase of the stand* 
Big army, tjje gentlemei/b£tore alluded to, 
meant, indiscriminately, all soldiers offi¬ 
cered and paid by the crown, and, to say 
the truth, they appear, some of them at 
least, to have had more particularly in 
view the regular*army. Seeing that what 
Mr. Sheridan said upon the subject may 
be considered as a pretty fair specimen ; 
as a summary of the reasons advanced by 
all those who seem to have entertained 
sentiments similar to his own, an extract 
'from his speech may, on the presenUqcca- 
sion, be sufficient. ‘*As to the au§meifta- 
" tibn of our regular army,” said he, “ I 
"cannot forbear to* say, that I always 
" look upon such augmentation with jea- 
“ lousy. I would ntit risk the liberties of 
" the country by the enlargement of our 
" standing army; and I am snrry to per- 
“ ceive, that gentlemen, %hose opinions 
" upon other matters 1 sincerely respect, 
" shotild.look so much, or rather entirely 
" to the extension of our regular army. 
“ If I were asked, whether I would not 
" rather trust our defence in the field, 
" against the attack of a foreign foe, to 
" regular troops, I would immediately 
" answer in the affirmative, still, how ever, 
" keeping in view the compromise between 
“ difficulties, the necessity of securing our 
“ freedom against the influence and 
“ powea of a*large standing army. I 
" would have our volunteers and militia 
" aided by a due proportion of the regular 
" army. The people of this country are 
r ‘ competent to their own defence, and are 
" ready to take the tone Irom those above 
“ them. They have regtnri. for the high 
" station which freeme^ may be supposed 
** to feel; they have none of the slavish 
" attachment*to clans, but they look up to 
" their superiors, and I use this word in its 
" liberal settle—they looketp trfyou, their 
" superiors, with confidence, because you 
" dont look down on thafli with insult. 
“ Give, theh, to such a people proper eS- 
" ampl#and encouragement, and you will 
" not have any occasion to look for a large 
" standing army to*defend youf* cojpatry. 
The people of England know the value 
^ " of the objects for which *l)ey have to 
“ contend. They feel that, from the coo* 
M itkniion <of the society in which they 
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** live, there i> nothing of honour, eniolu- 
41 (sent, or wealth, which is not within the 
" reach of a man of merit. The landlord, 
u the shopkeeper, or mechanic, must be 
" sensible that he iB contending not merely 
" for what he possesses, but for eyery thing 
u of importance the country ^contains; 
“ and 1 would call cm the humbles! pea- 
" sant to put *fogth his endeavours in the 
" national struggle to defend his son’s 
u title to the Great Seal of England/ 
" Acting upon this plan—employing pro* 
" per means to animate the country, would 
" render it unnecessary to hire an army to 
“ defend us or to resist any enemy. It is 
“ because I am satisfied of this fact—be* 
" cause I know that in this important con* 

“ juncture, which so strongly demands the 
“ valour of the brave, the vigour of the 
" strong, the means of the wealthy, and 
"<he oouncils of the wise, we could obtain 
" all that is requisite by operating judici* 
“ ously upon the character of the people, 
that I object to the frequent call for an 
increase of our regular army, as I know 
“ that such increase must invest the execu- 
“ tive government with a power dangerous 
" to the existence of liberty, I object to 
u it. I like an army of the peoplt, blfe- 
" cause no people were ever fouryl to com- 
“ mit a felo de se upon their own liberty; 
“ but I dislike a large standing army, bc- 
" cause I never knew popular liberty in 
u any state long to survive such an esla- 
" blishinent. It is upon these grounds 
" that I disapprove of the sentiments so 
" often urged as to the augmentation of 
“ the regular army.”—Before I proceed 
to an examination of these reasons, and to 
confront them with an'h^rities jnd with 
facts, I must ask, without, however, any 
remains of resentment, wha't right Mr. 
Bln i dan has to infer, as he not very indi- # 
nuly «i«es, that those who so often urg« 
the. o» cessi'y%fr augmenting our regular 
a>my, are riot a^sincerely attached to tile • 
purple of Engfand, and the liberties of the 
people ol Englarfti, as he is$ Mr. Wind* 
ham lias often, very often, urged the neces* 
sity of making an augmentation, and a 
veiy great augmentation, of* our regular 
auny, and that too atihe expanse of those 
irregular arny:d bodies, who are the objects 
of Mr. Sheridan's affection andconfidence; 
and, is there a man in the kingdom who 
■apposes, that Mr. Windham wishes to de¬ 
stroy, orji. abridge, the liberties of Eng¬ 
land^ Is there any body who think) that 
Mr. Windham is less the friend* of hiS^ 
countrymefr than Mr. Sheridan is i Will* 
pny one who happens to recollect the 
Vol. V. 


severe censure that & r * Sheridan passed 
upon Mr. Windham for asking for twenty- 
four hours to think before-he consented .pa 
an act subjecting the whole of the peoplff of 
Ireland, not to the overawidfe power and 
influence of a large standing army, but 
to the operation of martial law upon their own 
persons; wlfb that happens to recollect this 
circumstance, will, for a moment, believe, 
that jhe former of these gentlemen ha» 
more regard than the latter for the liber¬ 
ties of the people ? And, as to myself, 
who have constantly urged, and whose 
object now is to urge, the necessity, in the 
present state of Europe, of making a very 
great addition to* our regular army, and 
who have as constantly declared that I 
have no reliance at all upon, any other 
species of force, what reason is there to 
suppose, that I should not be full as vieai* 
rous as Mr. Sheridan is to preserve the 
ljberties of Englishmen ? I may be de¬ 
ceived, my opinions may be erroneous; 
my wishes, if carried into execution, might, 
possibly, endanger the liberties of the peo¬ 
ple ; but it is altogether improbable, if 
not impossible, that I should have any de¬ 
sire to see a people, one of whom I am, 
and amongst whom I jnd my children 
must remain, degraded and enslaved. In 
the vast mass of writing that has grown* 
together under my hand, Mr. Sheridan 
may, indeed, find, in repetition sonqewhae 
tiresome, perhaps, very high monarchical 
pi inciples ; but, if he, at the same time, 
finds me uniformly the enemy of oppres¬ 
sion, individual or general, he cannot fairly 
deny that my principles do not proceed 
from a slavish propensity. It has, when 
in another country, often happened to me 
to be accused of slavish notions; but, in 
a few days afterwards, perhaps, 1 was the 
only man in the whole country who dared 
to expose an odious act of oppression; for, 
be it known to Mr. Sheridan, that many 
such acts take place in countries where 
standing armies are held in godly abhoin 
rence, and where what he calls " popular 
« liberty” is enjoyed in its utmost perfec¬ 
tion. He*may find, too, upon a reference 
to what 1 have committed to paper, that I 
have an inflexible enmity f to /’mocracy, 
awl that my veneration for republican in¬ 
stitutions of any kind is not very profound. 
But this has yisert, he will perceive,“not 
from a persuasion that those institutions are 
favourable to real liberty, but, on the con¬ 
trast, from ciy being fully convinced that 
they are inimical thereto, while democracy, 
und^he name of liberty, seldom fails, as 
far W my observation* and experience 
• m 
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have gone, to produce the .worst species of 
tyranny—tyranny exercised on the few in 
the name of the many—tyranny where the 
tyrant is unseen and the victim unpitied. 
Having said thus much, perhaps more 
than was necessary, in justification of my 
motives ; having given this assurance, that 
no man is more decidedly an &nemy than I 
am to whatever may be likely to abridge 
the liberty enjoyed in my country, J may 
ask Mr. Sheridan, or any body else, if he 
apprehends no danger to the liberties of 
the people from any other source than the 
crown ? If the French flotilla were at sea, 
I much question whether our apprehen- 
■ions from that quarter would not be 
greater than from any standing army 
that the King could have at his command. 
How, I wish for something that will ren¬ 
der 6s always safe in this respect, and that 
will, at the same time, not at all endanger 
our liberties from intefhal causes, 
popular notions relative to a standing army 
had their birth in times very different in¬ 
deed from the present. Our constant rival 
and enemy now says, and she has the 
power to make good her saying, that we 
shall be a military people, or that we 
■hall be her slaves ; and, complain as we 
may, cling to our ease and wealth as Jong 
' as we will, we must yield to one or the 
other, we must make our choice, and that 
too without much delay. With those who 
deny the truthof this statement, I, of course, 
am not arguing; but, with those who agree 
with me, that we must now possess a great 
military force, the only question to be de¬ 
termined is, of what sort that force ought 
to be in order to obtain the greatest degree 
of efficiency with the smallest quantity of 
expense and the least danger to our poli¬ 
tical, and, above all, opr qjvil liberties. 
Here, by the passage which I am now 
about to quote entire from the senpible and 
profound writer whose celebrated woik has 
furnished me with a motto, the reader will 
erceive, that 1 have followed an order of 
isedteion already pointed out to me; and, 
indeed, that I have, by-having recourse to 
this high authority, left myself*very little 
to do but to apply to our present circum¬ 
stances tHe principles here so ably laid 
down. “ Long and various experience 
v seems to have convinced the nations of 
*' Europe, that nothing but ^standing army 
" can oppose a standing army, where the 
"numbers on each side bear any moderate 
•' proportion to one another. The first 
(' standing army that appeared in Europe 
<' after the fall of the Roman legion, wmtthat 
“ whiqh was erected in France by cKrles 


“ VII. aboqtthemiddle of the fifteenth cen- 
" tury: and that the institution bath since 
" become general, can only be attributed to 
"the superiority and success which are 
“ every where observed to attend it. The 
4‘ truth is. the closeness,•regularity, and 
" qui^knessof their movements; theunre- 
" served instantaneous, and ‘almost meclia- 
“bnical obedjence to orders^ the sense of 
" personal bonnur,and the familiarity with 
'"danger, which belong to a disciplined 
" veteran, and embodied soldiery, give 
“ such »firmness and intrepidity to their 
" approach, such "Weight and execution to 
" their attack, as are not to be withstood 
" by loose ranks of occasional and newly 
" levied troops, who are liable by their 
" inexperience to disorder and confusion, 
" and in whom fear is constantly aug- 
•* mented by novelty and surprise. # It is 
" possible that a militia, with a great'ea- 
" cess of numbers, and a ready supply of 
“ recruits, may sustain a defensive or a 
" flying war against regular troops: it is 
" also true that any service, which keeps 
" soldiers for a while together, and inures 
" them by little and little to the habits of 
" war and the dangers o& action, trans* 
"'forms them in effect into «a standing 
" army. , But upon this plan it may be 
" necessary for almost a whole nation to go 
" out to war to repel an invader; besides 
" that, a people so unprepared must al- 
“ ways have the seat, and with it the mb 
" series of war, at home, being utterly 
“ incapable of carrying their operations 
" into a foreign country,—From the ac- 
" knuwiiidged superiority of standing ar* 
“ tnies, it follows, not only that it is un- 
" sale fojr a nation to disband its regular 
“ troops, whilst neighbouring kingdoms 
" retain their’s; but also, that regular 
“ troops provide for the public service at 
l ~ the least possible expense. I suppose a 
" certain quantity of miKbsry strength to 
i " be necessary, and I say that a standing 
" army costs the community less than any 
" other establishment that presents to an 
" enemy the >$arae force. The constant 
" drudgery of low employments is not 
" only incompatible with^any*great de- 
" gree of pdriectioa or expertness in the 
" profession of a soldier, bqt the profes- 
" sion of a.soldier almost'always unfits 
" men fqj 1 the business of regular occn* 
" pations. Of three inhabitants of a vil- 
" lage, it is better that one sboq]d addict 
" hinjself entirely to arms, and the Wther 
h two stay Constantly at home to cultivate 
r " the ground, than that all three should 
" mix the avocations of the camp with the 
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" business of husbandry. By the former 
" arrangement the country gains one com- 
“ plete soldier, and two industrious hus- 
*' bandmen; from the latter it receives three 
« raw militia-men, who are at the same 
" time three idle*and profligate peasants.’* 
[I cannot refrain from breaking inhere, 
to appeal to the farmers of England and 
Scotland for th£ t>uth of this observation^ 
If they were all to be now polled upon 
the question, is there one of the whole 
number, who would ifbt say, take away 
one man entirely for the army, and leave 
us the two industrious peasants?] " It 
" should be considered, also, that the 
" emergencies for war wait not for seasons. 
u Where there is no standing army ready 
" for immediate service, it may be neees- 
" sary to call the reaper from the fields in 
“ hardest,or the ploughman in seed time;' 
“ (tn*d tile provision of a whole year may 
“ perish by the interruption of one mortth’s 
“ labour. A stancfing army, therefore, 
tf is not only a more effectual but a cheaper 
“ method of providing for the public safe- 
“ ty, than any other, because it adds more 
r * than any other to the common strength, 
,e and takes less^rom that which composej 
>* the wealth of a nation, its stock of pro* 

*■ dociive inilustiv.-There is yet ano- 

“ ther distinction f >etweo.f standing armies 
" and militias, which ds-’crves a more at- 
'• tentive consideration than any that has 
•* been mentioned. When the state relies 
" lor its defence upon a militia, it is ne- 
" cessary that arms be put into the hands 
" of the people at large. The militia it- 
" self must be numerous” [oue would 
think that he had seen our volunteers in 
embryo] “ in proportion the jvant or 
•• inferiority of # its discipline, and the im- 
« becilities or defects of its constitution. 
*• Moreover, as such a militia must be sup- 
« plied by rotation, allotment, pr som^ 
" mode of suc£8Ssion, whereby they who 
" have served for some time are supplied 
•• by fresh draughts from the country, a 
much greater mflhbjr will be instructed 
•• in the use of arms, and will have been 
« occasionally embodied together, than 
« are actually qp ployed, or than are sup- 
•• posed to be wanted, «at the same time. 
<« Now what affects upon the civil condi- 
*• tion of the country may be • looked for 
*• from this general diffusion of the mili- 
« tary character, becomes an inquiry of 
« great importance and delicacy. To*me 
it it appears doubtful whether any goiern- 
ii mentcan belong secure, whefe tne pco-' 
« pie are acquainted with the use of arms, 
0 and accustomed to resort to them. 
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" Every faction will find itself at tha heal 
" of an army; every disgust will excite 
" commotion, and every commotion be- 
" come a civil war. Nothing, perhaps, 

" can govern a nation of armed citizens 
“ but that which governs an army—des- 
" potism. I do not mean that a limited 
“ government would become despotic' by 
“ training up its subjects to the knowledge* 

," and*e«rcise of arms, but that it would 
“ ere long be forced to give way to des- 
“ potism in some other shape; and that 
** the country would be liable to what is 
“ even worse than a settled and constitu- 
“ tional* despotism—to perpetual rebel- 
" lions, ihd to perpetual revolutions; to 
"short and violent usurpations; to the 
" successive tyranny of governors, render- 
“ ed cruel and jealous by the danger and 
" instability of their situation.——Wfiilst 
" we describe, however, the advantages of 
" standing atrnips, we iriust not conceal 
" the danger. Those properties of their 
" constitution—the soldiery being sepa- 
" rated in a great degree from the rest of 
" the community, their being closely link- 
" ed aqiongst themselves by habits of so- 
“ ciety and subordination, and the depen- 
" deucy of the whole chain upon the will 
" and favour of the piiiice—however es- 
“ sential they may be to the purposes for 
“ which armies are kept up, give them 5n 
“ aspect in nowise favourable to public 
" liberty. The danger however is dimi- 
“ nished by maintaining, upon all occa- 
" sions, as much alliance of interest, and 
“ as much intercourse of sentiment, be- 
" tween the military part of the nation 
" and the otheo orders of the people, as 
" are consistent with-the union and disci- 
" pline of an army. For which purpose 
“ officers of the atmy, upon whose dispo- 
sjtion towards the commonwealth a * 
" great deal may depend, should be taken 
“ from the principal families of the coun- 
v‘ try, and at the same time also be encou- 
" raged to* establish in it families of their^ 
“ awn, as well as be admitted to seats in 
" the senate, to hereditary distinctions,' 

“ and to all the civil honours and privi- 
*' leges that are compatible with their pro- 
" fcssion : which circumstances of con- 
“ nexion and situation will give them such 
" a share in the general rights of the peo- 
« pie, and so engagl their inclinations on 
" the side of public liberty, as to afford a 
" reasonable security that they ^cannot be 
" bought, by any promises of personal ag- 
i " grandisement, to assist in the execution 
of^^sures which might enslave their 
« pommy, their kindred/and their cow- 
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" try.”-Would net one Almost think 

that this wise politician and elegant writer 
bad, before he wrote the above passages, 
received exact information of all that 
should come to pass in this country for 
tiie last fourteen years, particularly during 
the twelve months which tyre just new 
drawing to a close? As general principles 
have been supposed to be deeply connect¬ 
ed with the opinions that men entertain. 
and express upon the subject of a stand¬ 
ing army, it may not be amiss fo remind 
the reader, that Palet has always been 
esteemed a Whig; that he has been, at 
times, treated with gregt severity for his 
•opposed want of devotion to the kingly 
office; and that he is uniformly a zealous 
advocate fbr -the general principles of 
freedom, and for the rights and liberties 
of the people. That he has not been a 
favourite with the disppnsors of honours 
and emoluments, his present situation am-* 
ply evinces; for, who, having the least 
portion of liberality and justice- in the 
compositioh of their mind, will deny, that 
the neglect he has experienced argues a 
profound want of gratitude on the part of 
that country, which has derived so much 
benefit and honour from his talents ?—In 
, applying his principles to the circum¬ 
stances in which we are now placed, J 
shall have no occasion to cite any proof of 
the superiority of a standing army in point 
of efficiency, that being a subject upon 
which no difference of opinion exists. 
In speaking of the disadvantage of being 
unprepared, and, of couj-se, becoming the 
seat of war, the case of an island like this 
would be an exception; but, if our coun¬ 
try does not actually become th# seat of 
war, it is not because our irregular levies 
are at all calculated to prevent it; and 
the other consequence of a state of unpiw- 
paredness at the commencement <5f a war 
we feel in its full fotee, namely, the utter 
incapability of carrying our operations 
4>ito# foreign country ; upon wWh let it 
be observed and well remembered, that 
no nation ever did lori§f preserve its inde¬ 
pendence in pursuing a system of warfare 
entirely defensive.■——What has been 
cited respecting the economy of a regular 
army needs only be read to be univer¬ 
sally agreed to. Wc are at this moment 
exhibiting to the world a striking and me¬ 
morable proof of the truth of these opi¬ 
nions. The productive industry of the 
country is materially lessened, the htfbita 
of obedience in apprentices, servaj^L and 
children are weakened, idleness ^Btily 
extending its bafeful influence wi^x and 


wider, and<tbete can be little doubt -that 
the loss occasioned by the present multi¬ 
tudinous force, on which no man places 
much reliance, is three times at least as 
great as Hhe. sum that would be required 
Ho maintrffn a regular arnfy, the existence 
of w^icn, while it left ail. the bonds of 
society unbroken and untouched, would 
<&mmunicate to the mind of even the most 
timid an idea of perfect security. Nor 
must we, in speaking of the enormous ex¬ 
pense and loss attendant upon our irregu¬ 
lar lefies, forget to observe the effect 
which a knowledge of our situation in this 
respect must hare upon the enemy. Does 
he not well know that this system cannot 
be supported for any length of lime? 
To say nothing here of the more danger¬ 
ous consequences of the existence of 
armed bodies all over the countries,.does 
not the enemy know that we ite nftt, 
everf for twenty-four hours at a time, cer¬ 
tain that one half of them will not throw 
down their arms ? While we are in this 
state will he ever fear us? Will he not 
constantly hope that some accident of the 
kind here mentioned, that weariness or 
ngere whim amongst our Voluntary corps, 
may compel our Sovereign tft fall at his 
feet and .solicit peace on his own terms ? 
How different would his opinion of us be, 
how immensely different would be our 
situation, if we had a regular anny in the 
United Kingdom of only a hundred and 
fifty thousand men! How simple would 
be all our calculations and proceedings; 
how quiet and safe would be our state ! 
Every one would then be in his place: 
the day would be spent in our proper oc¬ 
cupation, and ,*he night would afford us 
the blessings of repose, blessings which we 
cannot now be said to enjoy, and which 
we never shall enjoy, till our safety rests 
bn something more secure than the preca¬ 
rious perseverance and hhfedience of oc¬ 
casional and undisciplined pqdies of armed 
men. " Give the people," says Mr. She¬ 
ridan, " a proper exym^le andencourage- 
“ raent, and*you will need no standing 
" army.” .What example or what en¬ 
couragement will remove, the-*inconvenw 
encie? which have been mentioned above, 
and which are at this monvent universally 
felt through'the country ? In truth, though 
they may sound well, there is no meaning 
in such vague exhortations. Ami, as to 
the ” people’s fighting bravely* because 
.they* have valuable property and (fieses* 
, sions to defend, the opinion^lhough very 
fashionable, has been, and eVer will be, 
oontradicted, by facts. Men who have 
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something to fight for have something to 
live’for, or something wherewith to pur¬ 
chase the preservation of their lives ; and 
they are very apt (when not, like Scrub, 
too much frightened to say What they 
mean) to exclaim, " spare m] life and* 
" take all I hjvfe.” The hummesU pea¬ 
sant's " shedding his blood in defence of 
his son’s title\o«he Great Seel of Eng¬ 
land” must be regarded as a mere frolic of 
fancy. God forbid that the Great Seal' 
should ever be consigned to such keeping! 
for, if ever it should, Mr. Sheridan may 
be assured, that both it a*nd the Sovereign, 
of whos>e authority it is the representative. 
Will very soon cease to be objects of ve¬ 
neration, even in the* eyes of^that hum¬ 
blest peasant. To talk seriously of mo¬ 
tives such as these, as operating in de¬ 
fence of a country against an invading 
eritemyr is to discover an emire wan 1 of 
knowledge as to the nature of military 
force. This force, the force of an army, 
consists not in the individual strength and 
native couraire of the men of wh>m it is 
composed. S .Idters are better indeed for 
being individually strong and valiant; but 
that strength sHid valour are useless with¬ 
out discipline. The force and execution 
of an army arise almost entirely, from the 
habits and qualities ihat*the men receive 
after they become soldiers. It is not their 
dressing to the right and left, their liftfrig 
up their legs and putting them down again 
like clock-work, their firing with as much 
regularity and harmony as musicians play; 
all these, the newspapers tell us, not very 
truly perhaps, the volunteers are as per¬ 
fect in, as any regular regiment; but all 
these, though by no meqps unnecessary 
in the training of soldiers, wilj do little to¬ 
wards the defeat of an enemy. That 
which renders soldiers formidable, that 
which makes them perform deeds of re* 
nown, that wfficH makes them meet death 
with so mucfci pnconcern is, that constant 
habit qf obedience, which in a very short 
time so completely gets possession of the 
mind, that the very thought Af disobeying 
never enters it. This it is tl\at makes an 
army; thfequqjity in the sokjjer puts into 
the absolute* power of the commander, into 
his hand as ifc,were, the strength, agility, 
and address, of every individual under his 
command. This enables him to <*der men 
on services of almost certain death. They 
go on su«h services, nfct because they*likc 
them? not because they* have not > (ter it^ 
many instances they have) tne power to 
disobey, but became they never think of 
disobeying; because, in thqir mind, dis- 
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obedience is become a sort of impossw 
bility. With this discipline twenty thou¬ 
sand men, though very poor in point of 
individual strength and courage, are in 
alqiost any situation more than a match 
for sixty thousand men, individually the 
most strong and courageous, without this 
discipline, ^’o describe the people of this 
free and happy country, pouring forth* 
from /heir shops and cottages to defend 
their possessions, their wives and their 
children, mid even their children’s “ title 
to the Great Seal,” makes a very pretty 
figure in an oration, and I do not say that 
such flourishes are altogether useless; 
but if Mr. Sheridan should ever see the 
people of a county thus pouring forth, 
and if he should unhappily See a for¬ 
midable army of the enemy come amongst 
them, he will soon be convinced of* the 
truths that 1 am npw endeavouring to im¬ 
press upon hisjmnd. There is no doubt 
tlmtthe peasants of this country are brave: 
their forefathers were so, and, notwith¬ 
standing the inressant efforts of cant and 
effem’iiacy to eradicate every manly senti¬ 
ment from their minds, the sons also are 
brave : but, when we talk of the peasants 
ot a village defending their cottages, when 1 
we talk ot the patriotism, loyalty, and pa¬ 
ternal feelings of the peasant, we seem to * 
lot get what all these are to be opposedTo, 
that it is to nothing less than that terrible 
thing called an army ; for, if you will not 
allow that a hostile army can ever gain a 
footing in the country, then volunteer 
corps are, for purposes of defence, just as 
good as regular regiments. Subsidiary to 
a regular army peasants may do much; 
collected in little bands they may cut 
down trees, dig up roads, break down 
bridges, and^ well covered by an army, 
mjiy assist in annoying him in various* 
other ways; but, as to meeting an in¬ 
vading enemy in the*field, as to forming 
'them into voluntary corps, battalions and 
brigades, for the purpose of combating gj# 
dilciplined army, the intention certainly 
is the most childffh aifd the most wild 

that ever entered into the mind of man.- . - 

The danger which some persogs appre- 
hdhd, or affect to apprehend) to the liber¬ 
ties of the people, from a standing army, 
is the only point that remains to be con¬ 
sidered. Mr. SfceriJan says, that he knows 
that “ a great increase of the regular 
" army must invest the executive govern- 
" ment with powers dangerous to liberty,” 
and that he " never knew popular liberty 
“ lonfrto survive such an establishment.” 
Exactly what he meana*by “ popular li- 
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berty,” it would no/, perhaps, be very 
easy to find out. If it be such as was 
enjoyed in London for some few weeks in 
the year 1780, or ,such as that which 1 
have above described as being, in eflect, 
the most execrable tyranny, exercised 
upon the few in the name of the many, 
and for the gratification, perhlps, of some 
single petty despot; if Mr. Sheridan had 
either of these sorts of liberty in his j/iew, 

I think it will be allowed, that the shorter 
its period of existence the better; and 
that if it could not be otherwise got rid of, 
it would be very well worth while to raise 
a standing army, and a very large one 
too, for the express purpose o'f* putting 
an end to it. Supposing him to mean, 
that freedom from oppression, that real 
liberty which the people of a country en¬ 
joy by virtue of usage and law, I should 
be glad if he would point out the instances 
in which this sort-of liberty has been de¬ 
stroyed by the instrumentality or influence* 
of a standing array : 1 know of none: and 
let history say whether, since the erection 
of standing armies in Europe, the liberties 
of the people have not been constantly 
upon the increase. There is no one, who 
compares the present state of the people 
with the state in which they were at, the 
* epoch to which Paley refers us, that must 
noP'clearly perceive that standing armies 
have not .been generally, if in any one in¬ 
stance, inimical to political and civil 
liberty. In our own country what mis¬ 
chiefs of this sort has a standing army pro¬ 
duced ? It was not till about the time of 
the revolution that Englalid had a standing 
army to any amount. Since that time it 
has been gradually increasing; but will 
any one say that, except in cases con¬ 
nected with that taxatiop, the liberties of 
the people have been abridged i Will any 
one say that a diminution has takru place 
in the political and *civil liberties of the 
people, and, if it has, will any one at- - 
4pcmpb to trace such diminution to the 
influence of the regular army ? But, We 
are told that the influence of the regular 
army is counteracted by that of fhe militia. 
To keep different sorts of military force, 
all raiseefin the same country, as checks 
upon one another, is certainly the drollest; 
idea that ever was conceived. It is the 
fashion to style the militia* the “ constitu¬ 
tional force” of the country, which most 
assuredly is to insinuate, that the regular 
army is an unconstitutional force. Since 
whep, however, let me ask, has this con¬ 
stitutional forca existed ? Only ^bout 
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forty yean: yet the country had] just tha 
same constitution before that it has new; 
and if by the word constitution be meant 
a certain code or scheme of government, 
securing die poor as well as the rich from 
vets qf oppression, then I shall insist that 
the capstaution has gained gothing by the 
militia establishment, unless it be proved 
tdt me that i( is just and vetjbitable to de¬ 
mand as much military duty from a man 
‘who possesses not a shilling as from one 
who hasan annual iiftomeof fifty-thousand 
pounds/ These constitutional gentlemen 
are so anxiously stretching their eyes 
after the mischiefs that may arise, but 
which have never yet arisen, from a stand¬ 
ing army, that they entirely overlook 
those which do arise from a system of 
militias, and which have, of late, been so 
fcruelly felt by the people of this country. 
There may, to be sure* be peasant? ready 
to “•defend their son's title to the Great 
Seal;” but I ain th£ most deceived of 
mankind if there be one in the whole 
kingdom who would not wish for a stand¬ 
ing army in* order to secure himself 
and his sons from the burden and the 
constant dread of the effect of the mi¬ 
litia system. Nay, I am certain, that 
ninety-nipe hundredths of the people, 
if the question were fairly submitted to 
their consideration, would, without, the 
least hesitation, decide in favor of a stand¬ 
ing army sufficient for all the purposes of 
defence as well as of offence : for, in fact, 
what can be a greater mockery than to 
drag men from their homes by force to 
serve in a militia, in order to prevent the 
risk of having their liberties abridged by the 
influence of a standing army ? Is it pos¬ 
sible to conceive a grosser ipsulfc to com¬ 
mon sense ? There may, however, be dan¬ 
gers from the establishment of a large 
Aanding army, if its organization be such 
as completely to dissever a it*from the rest 
of the community. Patey allows, and 
every one will agree with nim, that there 
maybe such, danger ;* but, in the first 
place, he asserts tha! the danger is much 
greater from an extended system of mili¬ 
tias; and, what he would # have said of a 
militia system where themen are not under 
martial law, where they nyty quit their 
corps when .they please, and where every 
one keeps bis arms in his own house; 
what he would have said of the dangers 
of such a system, may easily bi^ guessed. 
The Jeast that we can do is to pray*that 
bur coiftitr^toay not, at some period not 
’far distant, at a general election, for in* 



m) JUNE 

stance, or in a season of scarcity, famish 
a practical illustration of those principles 
which he has so clearly and so forcibly 
laid down, and from which a wise go* 
vemment would have taken warning. In 
the organizations of the Britisn regular 1 
army as it noy stands, there is Vrest se¬ 
curity against any 'attempt from* that 
quarter against* the public liberty. Alt 
appeal to facts would prove, that, of the 
advocates of the rights of the people, the 
regular army has, at aM times, furnished its 
full share ; nor has the ministerial phalanx 
in Parliament ever been'able to boast of 
possessing more than a fair proportion of 
the military members. Little, perhaps, 
remains to be done for the officers, except 
to augment the pay and to add to the civil 
rights of the subalterns; but, in extending 
the establishment so as to make it sufficient 
fbwill «»ur military (purposes, much, very 
much must be done for the men. The 
opponents of this extension choose to con¬ 
clude, upon what authority I know not, 
that we who are for the extension wish to 
have a standing army equal in number to 
all the different descriptions of armed men 
now in the nation ; whereas we should bj 
perfectly wall satisfied, and so would the 
people too, with about a fourth.part of 
that number, and probably with less. 
Not only would our army be disciplined, 
and, therefore, quite another thing thali 
an army consisting of militia and vp? 
lunteer levies ; but, it would, in a little 
time, be even better constituted than our 
regular army, now is ; and, at the same 
time that, by introducing into it a better 
class of men, we should give it, relatively 
as well as positively, a g«qpt addition of 
•trength in thq field; we should inter¬ 
weave its interests more closely with those 
of the people at large, by giving it those 
civil rights and immunities to which it is* 
justly entitled,* 2hd the withholding of 
which from it is the chief reason that we" 
have not now* an army. What! some 
constitutional gentleman wtfl exclaim, 
would you extend our civil rights and pri¬ 
vileges to wretches who arc picked up by 
'crimps, anch-collected from the police of¬ 
fices to the jfoutns •' whose most oppro- 
« brious fame apd clear convicted crimes 
« have stamped them soldiers ?’* No : and 

J fou must be exceedingly perverae to af¬ 
fect to believe that we mean to have any r 
such youtty. We wnu4d have men of a 
quite different description; and in osder 
to have them^we would make tlieir'situa- 
tion respeetrole, and provide for them a 
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comfortable and decent maintenance from 
the close of their services to the end of their 
lives. We would no longer have six or 
seven and thirty thousand distressed 
wretches, not a few of them wounded, 
lame, or blind, scattered over the country 
to terrify men from entering the 1 army, 
and to tell tfle rising generation, that to 
discharge the duties of a soldier is not the- 
( road Ip honor, but, if it should not prove 
" to be the road to death, v it is sure to end in 
poverty and misery. No; this disgrace 
to the profession of arms should no longer 
exist. It no longer should be, as it now 
is, a saying amongst mothers* even in the 
very lowest walks of life, that they would 
sooner follow a son to the grave than see 
him enlisted in the army. Motley, in the 
shape of pay, is not wanted. The soldier’* 
pay, as long as he is able to serve, is quite 
sufficient at this tyne. If might be de- 
sicable to makq an addition in certain 
cases ; but generally speaking it is not 
money that is wanted while the man is in 
service. There is something other than 
money that the army wants, and that it 
must h%ve before it will be what it ought 
to be. The nation has a certain quantity 
of rights, immunities, and privileges to be- 
stow,«nd if it will not give the army a share 
of these it never will have such an army a* 
is now required. Some persons say, “ wEy 
" their pay is advanced, what do they want 
*' more ?” They want to be put, as to civil 
privileges, upon a footing with their coun¬ 
trymen and kindred : and, however angry 
we may be with th|m for not being content 
to merit the name of “ mercenaries," 
which is sometimes most illiberally and 
unjustly Applied to them, we may rest as¬ 
sured, that while the serving an appren¬ 
ticeship of seven years to a vulgar and 
,)ow occupation gives a man greater rights 
and privileges than he can obtain by serv¬ 
ing thirty years in the irmy ; while this is 
the case, we may be well assured that very 
few will covet the honour of venturing 
thdr lives in the service of their country; * 
and that, though soflfb respectable young 
men will stifl enter, in spite of every dis¬ 
couragement, the number will foe com¬ 
paratively very small. Fram an army 
such as we would propose, there would be 
no danger at all to the political and civil 
liberties of the country, because we would, 
or at least I would give the soldier his full 
share of those liberties, always taking care 
that the exercise of them should never 
jelash with his military duties, and with 
*this view almost every thing I would con* 
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ter on hhn should bo conferred after the Ibish Finance.— This topic, however, I 
expiration of his constant military service, cannot entirely pass over in silence, even 
Can any man give me a reason, why, of for a few days. The new Irish Chancellor 
two brothers, one who has been hammer- bf the Exchequer has brought out his 
ing a lap stone for seven years, should budget, Opposing new taxes to the annual 
thereby acquire a right to vote for a re- ‘amounts of twelve hundred thousand 
presentative of his borougji, while the pounds.# This is called a " strong mea- 
other who has been serving in the army “ sure," and it surely is; but, the taxes 
•seven years, and who has ventured his lever will produce eight hundred thousand 
life perhaps twenty times, acquires np right ( pounds, though they include a tax upon 
at all, but m reality loser this part of his bank notes, which is, in that happy coon- 
birth-right ? Observe, too, that there is no try, a most flourishing branch of manu- 
law nor usage, nor principle to prevent a facture. It is truly curious to bear the 
man from voting for a member of parlia- language, in wHtch the partisans of the 
ment merely because suchvnanIs a sol- ministry indulge upon this subject: 
dier; if he has had the good fortune pre- " From the report,” says one of them, " of 
viously to have spent ‘seven years of his “ the business in the House of Commons 
life in making shoes or dressing hair, be " yesterday, our readers will observe, that 
may vote notwithstanding he be a soldier ; ** a strong measure has been adopted with 

but if he has been a soldier from the mo- ' “ regard to Ireland. What opinion.is en- 
ment he was able to cagry a musket, he is tertained of the conduct of the fete Irish 
totally and lor ever excluded! I have "Chancellor of the Exchequer by the 
lected this from amongst many of the dis- " lush gentlemen themselves, is obvious, 
advantages under which soldiers labour, "Certain it is, that the change in the go- 
and which roust be removed if we mean to " vernment is no leas beneficial to Ireland 
have an efficient, economical, a safe and " than to tins country* perhaps a great 
durable military system. I know that " deal more so. What must have been 
there are great obstacles to overcome; “ the consequence of a system of perpe- 

tbe covetousness and envy of trade ; the “ tual loans, which rose to such a height 

, insolence of mercantile wealth ; and the " that the whole revenue of the country 
rqere habit of clamouring against a stand- “ was almost shallowed up in paying the 
ing army will of itself do much: men do " interest of the debt l What shall we say 
not reason nor will they for a long time "*to the practice of allowing enormous 
listen to reason upon a subject like this; " balances to remain in the hands of col- 
but I am fully convinced, that, unless rea- “ lectors, by which means immense sums 
son does, as to this matter, prevail, and « were lost to a revenue before too scanty? 
that speedily too, thej independence of " What shall we say to the silence that 
this country is of no long duration. The “ was maintained relative to the joint ac¬ 
tuate of Europe is altered! France has “ counts ? What shall we say to those 
said that no nation which is not*military " who had tbq,<power of remedying these 
•hall remain free ; and, that to be a miti- " abuses, but did not, nor laid any ac- 

.*«y nation requires a* regular army, is I " count of them before parliament ? What 

* most umply and awfully proved by |be« " might with justice be said, we leave the 
late of those nations who have Attempted ?“ public to judge; but what we again do 
to mist her by ocbasional and voluntary " say is, that the late Cfiatige in the ad- 
levies.—The importance which I attaeff ministration was peculiarly fortunate 

♦ to ^his subject must be my apolegv for " for Ireland.”——This iqau little ima» 
htvtng taken up with i( so much ’f*the gines that bis shafts #ound nobody but 
tenders time; and aflb for postponing to Mr. Pitt!— 4—This topic shall be MtHtmed* 
my next several topics which demanded 

hntaedfete attention. 




“ That the Right Honourable Gentleman’' [Mr. Pitt] *• posaeisea great talents no man is readier to 
“ acknowledge than I am: his eloquence, his dexterity at debate, may be unrivalled ,■ but his talents. 
“ are rather showy than solid: bcttftr calculated to defend bad, than to prodnee good measures.” 
—Mr. Grey’ s'Specch in the Houle of Commons, May 7,1804. 
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TO.THI editor. . I of government, no blame oue,4 to be im- 


TO»TtyI EDITOR. # 

■ Srn,—The name of Mr. Justice Dod¬ 
dridge stands high in the estimation of the 
profession to which heVas an honour. His 
single authority wants no ^support. ’But it 
may not be equally known that he was 
hardly less eminent in general literature, 
than in the study ^if the law. He was pe- 


puted to him, for not being interested in its’ 
welfare; but, my Lord, the regiment of ar¬ 
tillery lies under so many peculiar disadvan¬ 
tages, that 1 am induced to submit them to 
your lordship’s consideration, impressed with 
the idea- that some steps may be taken to 
remove Utem * ■ The advantages resulting 
to the army, by doing away the rank of 


culiarly conversant with the history and an- captain lieutenant, ‘the artillery are totally 
tiquities of his own country. Together excluded from, I will readily allow, that 
ivith Camden, Cotton, Lambard, Spelman f| such a material benetit could" not be •ex- 
Stowe? ^nd others of equal celebrity, he as- tended to the artillery, without effecting ail 
listed at the meetmgifof the original Society entire change in the original formation of 
nf Antiquaries in the/eign of Queen Eliza- regiment, bat an equivalent ought to 

beth.--Among other productions of his be substituted ; and, I think, I can prove in 

pen, is a short Essav on Parliaments, which a very .satisfactory manner, and for one Sim¬ 
iles been printed^ in‘the last edition of pie but cogent reason, that justice demands 
Hearrie’s Antiquarian Discourses. And lie it. By adopting the present system of bri- 
there lays it down as the regular and esta- gading Artillery, it frequently happens, that a 
blished proceeding, tint the King, “ if he bf captain-lieutenant is sent out with the com- 
“ sk-k, is to send for twelve persons of the m and of a brigade, and quartered in a gar- 
“ House to see his person, and to satisfy, the rison*town, vtilh precisely half their pay, 
“ House of the cause of his absence'’ The his yank being the same, lie must necessa- 
wisdom of such a practice, to prevent the rfly support the same expense with captains 
possibility of the King in the hands of an of the line. His daily income b seven shil- 
ambitious and designing minister, ever be- lings, their pay and allowances amount to 
coming a mere name in the constitution, is fourteen, or very near it; it is useless to make 
sufficiently obvious. It is not, therefore, my any comment, the situation he is thrown 


purpose at present to illustrate and enforce 
it by any reasoning or comment. But I 
should be much obliged to auy of your 
readers, who would have the goodness to 

f ioinl out the precedents and authorities 
rom which Mr. Justice Doddridge drew his 


any comment, the situation he is thrown 
into from so great atiisparity is obvious.—— 
There is another circumstance which I wish 
to direct.your lordship’s attention to, merely 
to show, that from the very nature of their 
service, the artillery labour under a disad¬ 
vantage which is peculiar to that regiment. 


doctrine. For he was much too accurate. 1 Officers of the line can get rank by raising 
and ingenuous g. »an to have hazarded such a certain number of recruits, but as that 
a passage, without being perfectly sure of jvould militate against, the original system 


every sincere lover or our '\jrcc ana yet 
b monarchical constitution ."——I am, Sir, 
c Vour constgpt reader, —W. Rs—— Cray’s 
Jmifjsate 26^. 1 S®4.. # • 

i'fev.-. %- . 

BIGHT HON. LORD CHATHAM. 

il£» 0 #i—The greatest misfoflune that 
sn a (egiment, is to have 
it indissolubly incorporated 
1 situation. j|^Vheikiti co-« 
£* femoyed fyfftvcty chaage 
!»■ -A• JV WvvyV;'V'- . 


proper point of vuyjf, the statement 1 have 
submitted t* your lordship’s consideration, 
respecting the captain lieutenants, and will 
allqw, that their claim for an addition to 

thejr pay is just and reasonable.-1 am, 

my Lord, your lordship's most obedient 


humble servants 


•Miles. 


PUBLIC PAPERS/ 

Treaty of Peace between the lionet he Eatt ■.India Cntr.p. 
and ihttr Allies, on the one part, and Snheb Suhah 
Ragagee Dhounsla, on the other ,■ settled by hi. Gem 

O . 
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Wclleiley, on the part of fhc E. t. Comp, and their ii vercd to M* G.Welleiley, at which time the or- 
Jlliet, and by Jnwnmb Rao Ramc/wnrier, on the ders for the ccuion of the ceded territories qje to 
part of Senah Sakeb Subah Rayrgee li/tovutla,who be delivered over, and the troops are to with- 
kavt each full authority from their respective Pamen: draw. — ■■ XV. M. G, Wellesley engages that the 
dated in the Camp at Deogaun, Dec. 17,1803. treaty shall be ratified on the part of the Hon. 

1. That there shall be perpetual peace and Comp, by phis Ex. the M. N. the Gov. Gen. in 
friendship between the E. I. C. and Senah Sahcb (Council, a|d that the said ratification shall be dc- 

Subah Ragogee Bhounsla, Rajah of Berar.-II. livered tw/ months from this date. 

Senah'Sahcb Subah Ragogcc Bhuimsla cedes to £ -■- • 

the Comp, in perpetual soverr ignty, the province Treaty of Peace and Amity between the Maharajah Ali 
•of Cuttack, including the poit and district of Ba- 0 Jah DowtutJiao Scmtlia, oto mfe part, and the Hon. 
lasorc.—III. He likewise cedes to the Comp, and E. I C. on the other part.—Dated Dec. 30, 1803. 
their allies, in perpetual sovereignty, all the ter* I. That there shall be perpetual peace and 
ritoucs of which be has collected ^ie revenues friendship between ttge Hon. E. I. C. and their 
jointly with the Soubah of the Dekan, and those allies, on the one part, and Maharajah Ali Jah 
of which he may have possession, which arc to Dowlut llao Scindia on the other part.—II. That 

the westward of the River Wurda.-IV. It is Maharajah cedes to the Hon. E. I. C. and their 

agreed that she frontier of Senah SaHfeb Subali allies, in perpetual sovereignty, all his forts, terri- 
Ragogee Bhounsla towards" the territbrics of his torics, and rights, in the J)ooab, and country 
Highness the Soubah of the Dekan, shall be form- situated between the Jumma and the Ganges, and 
ed to the west by the Riv4r Wurda, from its issue all the forts, territories, rights, and interests, in 
from the Injaidy Hills to its junction wuh^the the countries which are to the northward of the 

River Godavcry.-V. The hills on which the Rajahs of Jcypnor and Goodcpoor, and of the 

Forft of Ncinallah and Gawalghur stand, are to fRajah of Goliud, such countries formerly in the 
remain in possession of Ragogcc Bhounsla j and ] possession of Maharajal^ situated hetwderf J^y- 
all places to the southward of those hills, and to poo^and Joodcpoor, and to the south of the for- 

the west of the westward of the River Wurd^Co mer, are to belong to tlKiMaharajah-III. The 

be given up to the B. Govl.-VI. Districts 1 Maharajah likewise cedes to the Hon. E. I. C. and 

amounting to four lacks of rupees per aim. con- their allies, in perpetual sovereignty, the fort of 
tiguous to and to the southward of the above- Broach, and the territosy depending thereon, and 
mentioned forts, are to be given up to the Rajah, the Fort of Ahmednugger qpd territory depending 
and to be given up at the same time as the forts, thereon, excepting those lands which it is hcre- 

--VII. Senah Saheb Subah Ragogce Ghounsla, after agreed that the Maharajah is to retain.- 

on the part of himself, his heirs and successors, IV- The Maharajah Hkewise^ecles to the Hon. E, 
entirely u nouncc? all claims of every description I. C. and their allies, all the territories which bo¬ 
on the territories of the B. Govt, ceded as,above, longed to him, previous to the breaking out of 
and upon all the territories of the Soubah or the the war, \vh ch we situated to the southward of 
Dfkan.——VIII. The E. I. C. engages to mediate the Adjuntee Hills, including the fort and dis¬ 
and arbitrate any disputes that now exist, or may tricts of jalnapoor, the town and district of Gan- 
liereafiercxisU betwern the Comp.’s allies Scum- dapoor, and all other districts between that range 
der Jah B.>liaudcr and Rao Pundit Purdham Ba- of hills and the River Godavcry.——V. The Ma- 

liada, and the Kajah of Berar.-IX. Senah Saheb harajali Ali Jah Dowlut Rao Scindia, for himself, 

Subah Ragogcc Bhounsla engages never to take or his heirs and successors, hereby renounces all 
retain in Ins service any Frenchmen, nr the sub- claims to the forts, territories, rights, and in¬ 
jects of any other Europeaii or American power terests ceded by the foregoing articles, and all 
that may be at war with the B. Govt, or any Bn- claims of every description upon the B. Govt, 
tish subjects cither European , or native, without and their allies, the Soubah of the Dekan, the 

the consent of the Comp.-X. ThcJS. I. C.co* Peishvwi and An.ujd Row Guickwar.—'VI. The 

gage on thc.r part, that they will not assist nr Fort of Asser Gbur, the City of Bcrhamporc, the 
countenance any discontented relations, Rajahs, Forts of Powanghur and Dolwd, and the territo- 
Zemindars, or other subjects of the Senah Saheb rics in Candcish and the Gu/.crat, depending on 
Subah Ragogcc Bhounsla, who may fly fronj, oq these forts, shall be restored to Maharajah Ali 

rebel against his authority.-XI. Iu Older to sc- 11 Jah Dowlut Rao Scindia.-VII. Whereas the 

cure and improve tyc relations of peace and ‘ Maharajah Ali Jah DoWlntUac Scindia has repre- 
fnendship hereby established, the respective rented that his family have long held an Enaum 
Govts, agree, that accredited ministers from as a gift from the King of Hindustan, the districts 

r eaqh shall reside at the court of the other.-of Dhoulpoor, Baiec, and Rajah KerrSh, which 

” XII. And whctcascertain trcatieshave becn*ifiadc are situated tp the nortliWard of the countries of 
by the B. Govt, with feudatories of Senah Saheb the Rajahs of ^cy poor and Joodepoor, and of the 
Subah Ragogcc Bhounsla, it is hereby agreed, that Rajah of Gohud, and that lands in Hindostan, 
the said treaties shall be confirmed. Lists of these ceded by the articles in this treaty to the Hon. E v 
.treaties tp be delivered over, when the treaty is I. C. and thgir allies, are hekl injacquin, by the 

ratified by the Gov .Gen. in Council.-XIII? The family of the late Mhhadgte Scindia, and others, 

Senah Saheb Subah Ragogcc Bhounsla hereby re- who would suffer much distress if deprived of the 
nounecs for himself, his heirs and successors, all advantages ^hey enjoy in fhat country: it is 
adherence to the confederacy formed by him and agreed the Maharajah shall continue to hold in 
Dowlet Row Scindia, and other M ah rati a chiefs, Enaum fnc lands of Dhoolpoor, Baree, and Rajah * 
to attack the Comp, and their allies, and engages Kcrrah, and that Balah Baye Sahel, and Mutisoor 
not to assist those chiefs, if the war between them Sahel Moonsha Ravil Nync, Boogpgee Jamdah 

and the Hon. Comp, should still continue.-Aiqragic, Jadhoo.'and Wurda Charie, iffell con- 

XIV. This treaty of peace and amity to be ratified tinue *o hdld their lands in Jaghir, tinder the pro- 
by Senah Saheb Subah, within eight days frort lection of the Comp.; and furdter, in order that ( 
the present time, and the ratification is to be de- no individuals may incur loss, or even suffer dis- 
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tress irt consequence of these arrangements, it is 
agreed that the Hon. E. I. C.* shall either pay 
pensions or grant lands in Jaghir, according to 
the plan laid down by the B. Govt, for certain 
other Sirhans and others to be named by Maha¬ 
rajah, provided that the total amount of the sums 
paid, and Jaghirs granted, docs not-exiced seven¬ 
teen lacks of rupees per ann.- VIH. That the*| 

following lands, ♦ullages, 3c c. in the tVr it fries of 
Rao Pundid Pundham, in Enaum, latclyvtakcn 
possession of by thc»B. Govt, be restored to tlge 
Maharajah, provided that no troops are intro¬ 
duced there on the pretence of collecting revenues, <j 
or any other pretence whatsoever, viz. Choomar- 
gondy Purgunnah, Jamgmtn, Ranjengaun, half of 
Siengaun Purgunnah, six villages in Umbir Pur- 
gunnah, five villages in Pjtan Purgunnah, five 
villages in Newag Purgunnah, five villages in 
Kurloh Purgunnah, # six villages in Poona'Purgun- 
nah, two villages in Waliy Purgunnah, six vil¬ 
lages in Palwood Purgunnah, five villages in Tan¬ 
dy Pcergaum Purgunnali, five villages in Pagoon 
Purgunnah, two villages in Parnena Purgunnah. 

--IX. Whereas certain treaties with feudatoric* 

o£MAnjajah have been made by the B. Govt, it 


blew up before Saint Pierre,’on the 16th at noon, 
and on the night o| ibc Mill all the boats on the 
station, having been assembled to attempt with 
500 men, a coup-de-niain on admail camp which 
I had established at Ceron, to protect the quar¬ 
ters of Diamant and Saint Luce, the former .pot, 
consisting of 40 sailors, fell upon this body of 
seamen and soldiers, killed the Lieut, of ihc.Ccn- 
taur, who commanded the expedition, an officer 
of the troops, too serjeants, eight or ten sailors, 

and wounded at least torty.-This report, made 

by six prisoners, was confirmed by the officer of 
the lass flag of truce sent to me. If the company 
of the grenadiers of the marine, that of the R4th 
dcmi-hrigafle, and that of the national guard, 
could have arrived in time, that is to say, had the 
enemy made the smallest resistance, not one of 
them wopld have escaped i and what will appear 
very evtriyiidiflary, Citizen Minister, is, that we 
did not lose a single man, nor had we any wound¬ 
ed, became our detachment had time to throw 
themselves into the canc-ficlds and pushes which 
border the high road. The attempt ol the lt»ih, 
on Dunkirk Point, was not more successful^ the 
boats retired on the first musket shot, and the 


is agreed that the sani^he confirmed. Mahaiajah ! cries heard on board leave us in no doubt that a 

lir>M Kir runminmiF ill nl'iitvip ,.n rl,n ikn*«Artl n..tl. nsnnl _ 1 _la VT ‘ -__ S 


hereby renounces all claims on the person* with 
whom such treaties h&vc been made, and pro¬ 
claims them tb be independent of his Govt.- 

X. No person whatever t is to be molested on ac¬ 
count of the part whirl* he may have taken in 
the present war.——XL It is*agreed that the 
fights of his Highness, the Pcishwa, to cultivate 
certain lands in Mcluah and elsewhere, shall be 
established as heretofore.- XII. The Maha¬ 

rajah iieteby renounces all claims upon bhah Al- 
lum, and engages not to micrfctc ai/y further in 
the affairs ol his Majesty.— —XIII. The Maha- 1 
rajah agrees never to engage in Ins service any j 
Frenchman, or other European, or nations at war 

with G, Britain.-XIV. For the better carrying 

into execution this treaty ol peace and amity, it ; 
is agreed that accredited ministers reside at each j 
court horn each of the contracting powcis.—— ' 
XV. This treaty of peace and amity to be ratified 
by the Maharajah Ah J.th Dowlut Rao Scmdia, 
within eight daj s from the present time, and the 
ratification is to be delivered to Major Gen. Wel¬ 
lesley, at which time the onfWs for tlte cession of 
the ceded tcirubrics arc to be delivered over, and 
the troops arc to withdraw.-XVf. M.G. Wel¬ 

lesley engages that the treaty shall be ratified on 
the part of the Hon. Comp, by bis Ex. the M. It. 
the Gov. Gcn^jn £ouncil, and that the said rati¬ 
fication shall be delivered two months from Jins 
date. • * 

"""foreign ©FF1CIAL PAPERS. 

Extract of a Dispatch from ViAarit, the Capt’ 

Gen. of Martmico, to the trench Min. of Mamie. 

Dated lenc,., f 'rb. 14, 1804? 

Commodore Hood ^employ fall his force in 
the blockade of Martinique, and by means of the 
great number Tif his light vessels he endeavours to 
surprise some insulated parts of the coast; but 
his blockade gives us. as little uncasatcss as his in. 
cursions.—One of his galliots, the Kent, was 
sunk by^he battery of CJapc Solomon, in tjjc night 
between the 14th and 15th of this month. Two 
negroes escaped by swimmiqg, s the ( rcft of fjie 
crew, and men of the garrison of Dominica, 
with three officers, perished. The Vigilant cutter 


I 


;jeat many were wounded’.-No one can he 

otter satisfied than I am with the courage of the 
troops of Martinique. I cannot bestow too high 
praises on the fidelity, zeal, and courage of the 
people of cohnii, who have all shewn themselves 

really worthy of the protection of Govt.-We 

have sqjne sitk in these Antilles, but the number 
is very inconsiderable in comparison of those de¬ 
stroyed by the epidemy in the English colonic*. 

— • 

Letter fiam the JLmpncr of the French to the Arehhp, 
of fans. Dated nt St. Claud, June 8, 1S04. * 

Cousin,—The happiness of the French has 
always been the object of my dearest thoughts 
and their glory of all my Labours. Called by Di¬ 
vine Providence, and the constitution of the Re¬ 
public, to the imperial power, 1 see in this new 
ordci of things, only greater means of assuring, 
both at home and abroad, the paternal proipcrcy 
and dignity. 1 repose with confidence in the 
powerful siltrour ol the most High. He will in¬ 
spire Ilia ministers with the desne of seconding 
me by%U the means that are in tlicir power. 
They will enlighten the people by wise instiuc- 
tions, in preaching to them the love of their du¬ 
ties, obedient e to ific laws, and the practice of all 
file Cluistian and civil virtues. They will call 
down thfc benedictions of Heaven upon the na¬ 
tion, and upon the supreme chief of the state. I 
write you this letter,* that as soon as you have 
received it, you will cause feniCicator and I'e Deum 
Ifxbo sung m all the churches of your diocc^l, 
and that you may invite to the prayers at your 
church, those auilftritics that have been in the 
habit of aftisting at those sorts of ceremonies; 
and that you may order the sermon in all the 
Churches of your diocese, on the occasion of the 
Scnatu » Consutte Orc’mut/ne, of life -8th Floreal last} 
difd assuring mysell that you will, by your own 
example, excite the zeal and the piety of all the* 
faithful in you%dioc£sc, | pray God to have you, 
my Cousin, in his holy and worthy keeping. 

Letter from, the Emperoi of the french to the Bishop of 
*Mentz. Done at St. Cloud tlieilst of May, 1804. 

The happiness of France was always the prin¬ 
cipal subject of my thoughts, and its glory the 



999] COBBETr$ WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. [ 1 QOO 


object of all my undertaking!, A* t now, by Di¬ 
vine Providence, and the constitntiont of the Re. 
public, see myself called to the Imperial Dignity, 
i find in this New Order of Things only greater 
aids to secure the h'onout and welfare of the Na¬ 
tion, as well in its internal as its foreign concerns. 
For this I entirely trust in the'powcrful support of 
the Most. High. He will put into the hearts of h» 
servants the wish to assist me by rAcry means in 
their power. By their wise instructions they will 
enlighten the people, and instil into them a love 
for their duties, obedience to the laws, and^very 
Christian and civil virtue. They will obtain, by 
then-prayei8, the blessing of Heaven on the Na¬ 
tion and the Chief Magistrate of the state. 1 send 
to you, therefore, this Letter, that immediately 
after the receipt of it, you may cause Te fjf.um and 
Vent Creator iq be sung in all Churches of 
your Diocese, and that you may invite tfil tire Au¬ 
thorities which usually attend such solemnities to 
be present ii^ the Churches. You will also give 
orders lor the Scnatus Consultum. of the 28th of 
Florejl last, to be read in all the Churches of your 
Diorese. In the lull conviction that you will, by 
your example, excite the Inhabitants of your Dio¬ 
cese to zeal and piety, I piSy God to have you 
in his holy keeping.—— NapoCion. «.'* 

heller from his Eminence the Cardinal de Caprara, le¬ 
gate a iatrie, addressed on the l Jlh of June, 1804, 
to the French Bishops. 

Mv Lord, —Napoleon Buonaparte ^having 
been appointed Emperor oi the French, you are 
for the future to make use of tbe following form 
of prayer * O Lord? preserve our Emperor Na¬ 
poleon,' instead of that which was ordainad by 
•the Bill article of the Concordat, passed between 
the Idoly Apostolic Chair and the Government ol 
France. Alter this form, the following prayer 
may be reared, as it has been already used in the 
Imperial Chapel: ‘ O God, the protector of all 
‘ kingdoms, and especially of the French Empire, 
‘ grant unto thy servant Napoleon, our Emperor, 
4 that he may know and further the wonders of 

* thy power, to the end thalhe whom thou hast 

* appointed our Sovereign, may be always power- 

* ful, through thy piacc.'-Wlitch I according¬ 

ly notify to your Greatness, declaring ifiyself, at 
the same time, your Greatness’s true servant,— 
T. B. Card. Caprara. 

_ • * 

‘ DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS.. 

Copy of a, Better (published in the London dazelte un¬ 
do dale of June 22, lfl04) received by Eurl Cam¬ 
den from At. Grn. Sir Charles Green : dated Pa - 
umniibo. May 13, 1804, giving an account of the 
Wctfptme of Surinam. •* 

Mv (.ord,—T t is highly gratifying to me t° 
have tbe honour of informing your ltadship, that 
the Colony of Surinam lias surrcndcud to his M 
arms; and J have the farther satisfaction to ac¬ 
quaint your lordship, that this valuableacquiti- 
tion to the Kntish dominions has been made wtth 
very httle loss on the part of his M. troops. In 
my diipa’thcs from Fai badges of tbe 2d of April, 
I had the iiQnour to report to ydfir L. that the ar¬ 
rangements tor proceeding on ihe exped tion 
against Surinam being nearly completed, 1 had 
reason to expect wc should be enabled to sail torn 
Barbadocs in the cour’se of three or four days; and 
Commodore Rood having previously signified to 
me that every thing t in the naval department was 


ready, I directed* the final embarkation of the 
troops, stores, &c. on the 6th of the same month. 
The following day the whole fleet weighed anchor 
and sailed. On the 25th his M. ship Centaur,., 
having the Commodore’s broad pendant, and on 
board of wlfch .he was embarked, came to anchor 
about ten nilcs off the mouth^jf the River Suri¬ 
nam i smd firing that and the next day the great* 
cr partfif the fleet also anchored* On the 26th a 
corps, consisting of the flank companies of the 
IGtb and 64th *egn., the nflt company of the 2d 
battalion 00th rcg., made up by detachments from 
the battalion companies of the 16th, 64th and 6th 
IE. 1. res., to about bOttanen, and the 1st brigade 
of R. artillery, besides armed seamen, was detach¬ 
ed in different vessels under convoy of his M. ship 
Hippomcncs, Capt. Shipley. This corps was com¬ 
manded by B. Gen. Maitland, who was directed to 
effect a landing at Warapp* Cieck, about ten 
leagues to the eastward ol the Surinam River, 
where the enemy occupied a post. The object of 
this operation was to obtain a water commumca. 

! jon with the Commewyne River to procure plan- 
ation boats in sufficient number to transput t the 
troops down that river towards its junctftin wiVh 
the Surinam, and thereby facilitate oar approach 
to take a position in thencar of Fort New Am¬ 
sterdam ; and also with a view to cut off a consi¬ 
derable detachment, of the enemy stationed at Fort 
Brandwacht en uic Mud Creek.—On the same day 
preparations were made fer landing a body of 
troops to take possession of Bram’s Point, where 
there is a battery of seven egbteen pounders, 
wifith defends the entrance of The river Surinam. 
B.-Gcn. Hughes undertook losuperuflcnd this ser¬ 
vice ; the q/ind jWovin" favourable, his Majesty’s 
ships Emerald, PandtHf, having the 64th regiment 
on board, and Diake biig ol war, got under weigh 
ro rgtack the battery, when a fire was opened on 
the ships, which, however, was soon silenced by a 
few broadsides, and the enemy struck their co¬ 
lours. A detachment of troops under B. -General 
Hughes immediately landed and took possession of 
Bram’s Point, making prisoners a capt. and 44 
men. The entrance being thus secured, the Com¬ 
modore made signal fot the ships to go into tnc ri¬ 
ver as soon as possible ; in the course of that and 
the followyig day jhe most considerable part of 
Xhc fleet anchored in the river. At this period the 
Commodore shifted Ins pendant*to the Emerald, 
and I accompanied him on board that ship. We 
Xhen judged it expedient to send asummons to the 
<?ov. of Surinam, with proposals for the surrender 
of the Colony.—Capt. N^axwAl W the R. Navy, 
and Capt. Drummond of the 6th reg. (.acting as 
my Aide-de-camp) proceedeef^up^the rn^pr with 
a flag of truce; and, having^ delivered our sum¬ 
mons to the Goir, returned m the night with in¬ 
formation that &n answer would be sent next 
morning. On the 28th we received the Gov.’s an¬ 
swer, conveyiifg a refusal to capitulate—[Copies 
of oui summons, with the propelled warms, and the 
answer thereto, are heretruh transmitted, j—It was 
determined that we should lusp» no time in en¬ 
deavouring to make some impression on the ene¬ 
my’s posts but I must here beg leave to observe 
to your L., that the Coast of Surinam is of very 
difficult approach, shallow and full of banks; that 
a landing is only to he attempted at theffop u f the 
tide, arid at particular points; the coast is un¬ 
cleared, ahd from wood and the marshy nature of 
the soil, it is impossible to penetrattf into the in¬ 
terior, except by the rivers and the creeks. The 
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shores on both sides of the River Surinam are 
41 equally difficult of access, for the same causes, un¬ 
til you reach the battery Fnderici, with the excep¬ 
tion of one spot on the Eastern shore, where a 
plantation, called Resolution, has been lately esta¬ 
blished. Our points of attach were therefore con¬ 
fined : and the enenfy, by means of tlfnr forts, 
ships of war, and other armed vessels, wfere com¬ 
pletely masters of fhe navigation of the Rives Su¬ 
rinam above Fort Amsterdam. The defences of 
the river, after passtfig Sratn’s Point, are Fort Am-* 
sterdam, situated on the confluence of the Rivers 
■* Surinam and Commcwynne: upwards of 80 pieces 
of ordnance arc mounted «n this fortress. Fort 
Leyden is armed with twelve heavy guns, ( aod si¬ 
tuated on the right bank of thq Surinam, where it 
meets the Commcwyne—is opposite to, and com¬ 
manded by Fort Amsterdam, at the distance of 
about two thousand psrds. The battery Friderici 
is about 200 yards lower down, and armed with 12 
heavy guns. On the lelt bank of the river, nearly 
opposite to Fort Amsterdam, is Fort Purmwrent, 
having ten guns mounted, its rear and flanks, pro¬ 
tected hf impracticable marsh and woods. The 
fire*if an ttiesc works anj batteries intersect ir the 
cliannel lor ships going up the river. The 4>wn 
or Paramaribo is defended towards the water by.a 
battery til about ten guns, mounted InFortZclan- 
dia, a place otheiwisc ol no delence. The 28th, 
the ships ol was and other, vessels, proceeded up 
the river as last as thettidcs would admit of. A 
plan was tnrmcd for making an attempt on Fort 
Purmurcut; a derailment ol the 64th regiment, 
under Captain Burton, accompanied by Captajp 
Drummond, tfly Aidc-de-Camp, with a body of 
armed seamen, commanded by Capt. Jqrvis, em- 
baikcd at eight o’clock at m&bt lor that purpose, 
but on approaching the fort they lound ihc tide 
was unfavourable lor the undertaking, and return¬ 
ed. On the USfth, Lt Col. Shipley, commanding 
engine er, went on shore at the plantation before 
staled, below the enemy’s batteries, to endeavour 
to procure intelligence; and on returning reported 
that he had every reason to believe that there was 
a practicable way thiuugh the woods, by which a 
body ol men might be conducted to the rear ol 
the t orts Leyden and Fndenei. Lt. Col. Shipley 
was indefatigable in ascertaining the accuracy of 
this information, in which he was ably assured 
by L>cut. Arnold? ot th- royal engineers, and Mr. 
Hobos, acting engineer, and the result was such, 
that a detachment of 140 men, of the 64th reg.,, 
under the command ot the Hon. Lt. Col. C.an* 
sloun, with Maj*Si#ke, Si the 6th W. I. reg., ten 
men of the 6th W. 1. reg, with side arms, baviwg 
f tiling apes, tvrentj of ihe artificers’ corps, pro 
v.ded in the same manner, and about thirty aimed 
seamen, cumman ded by (Jjpt. Ma well, Ferris, and 
Richardson, u( the royal navy, life whole under 
the command of B. Gen. Hughes, accompanied by 
• Lt. Col. bhiplcy, Lt. Arnold, of ttie royal cng.- 
neers, and MVHdbbs, acting engineer, whose lo¬ 
cal knowledge proved cxtftuncly useful on this oc¬ 
casion, landed bouveen the hout s of ten and eleveu 
at night, at Resolution Plantation, and proceeded 
through the woods with negro guidev A great 
quantity of rain having recently fallen, it was 
found that the path, at all times difficult, had bc- 
comealmtst impassable,’but no obstacle tould 
dainjAhe enterprising spirit* of our seamen and 
soldiers, who, with persevering coutHgc, after a la* 

1 borious march“f five hours, arrived near the real* 
of Friderici Battery. The alarm having been 


given, a considerable fire of grape shot was made 
upon the troops before they quitted the' wood, 
whilst forming for the attack, and of musketry as 
they approached the battery. The assault of our 
intrepid seamen and troops with fixed bayonets 
was so animated and vigorous as to prevent any 
<urthegjesistance. The enemy fled to Fort Leyden, 
having set fire to the powder magazine, by the ex¬ 
plosion of which a few British officers and men 
were severely wounded.—B. Gen. Hughes used no 
delay in moving on to the attack of Fort Leyden,' 
but beityg under the necessity of marching by a 
Barrow road, which was enfiladed by four or five 
guns, received a considerable fire of grape shot on 
his march, and of musketry on his nearer ap¬ 
proach, which, however, was soon put a stop to 
by a repetition of the same impetuous attack on 
our part, ahd thqenemy, after some firing, called 
for quarter,Avhich wad generously granted by the 
conquerors, although in the moment they were 
highly exasperated at trie conduct of the Batavian 
troops in blowing up the powder magazine at Fort 
Friderici, after it had been in our possession. A 
’capt. with some other officers and 120 men ^erc 
taken at this post, about 30 having made tlicip 
escape across the Rive* Commewyne to Fort New 
Amsterdam. By this brilliant affair a position was 
secured, by which a heavy fiit could be brought on 
Fort New Amsterdam, a communication with the 
River Commewyne opened, the means of forming 
a junction with B. G. Mail land's corps established, 
and the command of the finest part ol the colony, 
abound itfj; with resources ot all kinds, obtained. 
JB. G. Hughes’s exertions upon this occasion were 
highly meritorious, and by Inseminating example 
contributed much to the suet ess of the day. On the 
30th in the morning, the Commodore and myself 
went on shore at the captured forts, and directions 
were given for covering the troops and guns ftom 
the fite of Fort Mew Amsterdam, to which they 
were gtcally exposed, and tor pointing the fire of 
the forts towaids the enemy. The troops under¬ 
went great fatigue in executing these works, which, 
howcvoi, they cheerfully submitted to, under the 
direction ol Lr Cnl.Jihipley, who, as'usual, was 
unceasing in his exertions, B. G. Hughes remain¬ 
ed ift the coinmaijd ihcte, giving every necessary 
tuppoit atari countenance. The enemy fired from 
time to time from Fort New Amsterdam, by which 
three men at Fort Leyden were wounded,but some 
shells being tlift>wn»in return from two mortars, 
w^ieti Vrc had got on shore at Fort Leyden, the* 
firing on the part ol the enemy ceased. On the 
same day 1 received a report from B G. Maitland, 
B tlui a landing had bccnjifficted at the Warappa 
Creek by the first divis.on ol his corps, under the 
command ol Major Hards man, ol the 1st battaliom 
ortlie royals, who took possession ot the enemy* 
post, where there wete t« o guns, alter a short re¬ 
sistance ; 3»d the B. Gcncial further stated, that 
he was proceeding to land with the whole of hit 
cores Under these < ircumstances, qt> time was 
lost in disembarking at Fort Leyden the rest of 
thoatroops, and pushing them on by the North 
Bank of the Commewyne to ncaily opposite Zoo¬ 
land’s plantation, wliewe it was intended to cross 
the river to farm* junction wnh B G. Maitland's 
corps on its expc etc d an ival there The artillery, 
stores, and provisions, were also Vonveycd in 
boats by the indefatigable exertions ot the navy 
into the Commewyne River! and an armed naval 
force established therein. _Ou the 3d May, B. G. 
Maitland having, with great 4>hs«ree # procured a 



1003] COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. [10Q4 


number of plantation boat* to convey his corps, 
appeared coming down the Commewync in very 
good order, and landed at » plantation on the 
south side of that river. On the same evening 
part of the 16th reg. crossed the Commewyne to 
join B. G. Maitland, and were followed the next 
day by the remainder of that reg.: orders were also 
given for all the troops to pass as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. On the 4th, between two and three o'clock 
B. G. Maitland’s corps moved on through a wood, 

, and approached Fort New Amsterdam within a 
mile to reconnoitre, with a view to extend their 
position towards the R ver Surinam, and’chereby • 
invest that fortress. Some shots were fired by the 
enemy's advanced sentinels, who retifed. At this 
time C. Hood being with me at head-quarters on 
tlie Cotnmcwyne, we received a flag of truce from 
the Com. Officer of the Batavian trrtips, with 
proposals to surrender on terms-of capitulation, a 
copy of which is herewith inclosed; orders were 
in consequence issued to Suspend hostilities until 
the conditions should be finally agreed upon. Lt. 
Col. Shipley and Capt. Maxwell of the royal navy, 
we»e sent to settle the terms. They returned 1 
early on the morning of the 6th, with two sepa¬ 
rate capitulations, signed bp Lt. Col. Batcnburgh, 
commanding the liatavian troops, and Commo¬ 
dore Bloys, chief of the naval department; buf an 
article in the one signed by the military command¬ 
ant not being sufficiently clear, B. G. Maitland was 
employed to arrange the business, which being 
completed to our satisfaction at five o’clock, on 
the same evening, the advanced corps, under the 
command of B. G. Maitland, marched in and took 
possession of For^New Amsterdam. The Bata¬ 
vian frigate and sloop of war were also taken pos- 

, session of at the same hour. Having thus detailed 
the particulars ol our short, but active operations, 
it a very pleasing part of my duty to state to your 
Lp., the names of those officers whose situations 
enabled them to come forward with distinguished 

honour and credit to themselves.-[Here Gen. 

Green acknowledges his obligations to B. G.’s 
Maitland and Hughes; to Lt. (’ol. Shipley, Maj. 
Wilson, of the artillery; Maj. Robertson, Acting 
Adj.Uen.; Acting Com. Gen. Glasfurd; Captain 
M’Geachy, Assist. Q. M. Gen. ;,Capt. Drummond, 
of the 60th ieg.; and to Com. Hood, jnd all the 
captains and other officers ol the squadron; parti¬ 
cularly to Capt. Maxwell, of the Centaur, and 
Capt. Kempt, agent of transports* The Gen. con- 

• eludes his letter with the following paragraph jj— 
I have the pleasure to assure your 4p-« that*the* 
principal inhabitants of the colony appear to be 
extremely rejoiced at the event which has taken 
place, restoring to thcnAhe powerful protection dt 
t^p B. Gov., and the solid advantages arising 

* therefrom. Capt. Campbell, my Aid-du-CMnp, 
will have the honour to Oliver this dispatch to 
your Lp.: he is a very old and deserving officer, 
and 1 beg leave to refer your Lp. to him for fur¬ 
ther information. 

On the 27tli pf Ap. Gen. Green and Com. Hood 
proposed terms of capitulation to the Gov. p{ Su¬ 
rinam, according to which he was to surrender up 
the colony in 24 hours. J"he inhabitants were to 
enjoy their property; the exercise of their religion, 
Ike.; the laws of the colony to remain in force; all 
chips of war, artillery stores, See. to be delivered 
up; the Batavian troops to surrender prisoners of 
war, See. These tsfrms the Gov. refused to accept,!, 
and hostilities continued until the 4th of May,* 
when the com, officer of the Dutch troops pro¬ 


posed a new capitiflation. A negotiation was then 
commenced with him, and with the Dutch Com. 
Van Trcslong, which terminated at last in articles 
differing only in some slight modifications from 
those originally proposed hy the B. Commanders. 

Totalrciurnof killed and wounded of the troops 
under thJ command of Maj. Gen. Sir Charles 
Green, ad the assault and capture of the Forts 
Leyden smd Friderici, in the Csilony of Surinam, 
on lire 30th of April. 

s Total—3 l^mk and file k^llal; 1 field-officer, 3 
subalterns, 1 Staff, 1 Serjeant, and 7 rank and file 
wounded. Officers wounded—Lt. CoL the Hon. 
Geo. Cranstojun, of iho64th Reg.; Lieut. Arnold, 
of the R. Engineers; Mr. Hobbs, Assistant Engi¬ 
neer; Rieut. Ross, of the 64th Reg. Lieut. Brown- 
rigg, of the 87th RCg.; B. G. Hughes. 

Total return of killed and wounded of the R. 
Navy, under the command of Com Ho»J, at the 
assault and capture of Forts Leyden and Friderici 
«n the 30th of Ap.——Centaur—1 Lieutenant, 1 
petty officer, and 2 seamen, killed : 2 licuts. and 
4 seamen, wounded.—Drake—1 Warrant officer, 
killed.—Pandour—1 Seaman wounded.—Unique 

—1 Lieut, wounded.-Total—1 Licu^lJfrftr^nt 

officer, 1 petty officer, aid 2 seamen killed; 3 
Lieifts. and 6 seamen wounded. Officers killed— 
Lieut. Smith, first of the Centaur, mortally wound¬ 
ed : died the following day ; W. Shuldham, Mid¬ 
shipman of the Ccntauf; Mr. ——, Boatswain of 
the Drake. 

Total Return or Batavian Prisoners taken at the 
conquest of the Colony of Surinam. 

1 Lieut. Gen.; 1 Lt. Col./H Major, 19 Capis., 
22 First I.ts., 30 Second Lis., 1 Surgeon Maj , 6 
First Surgeons, 10 Second Surgeons, 2 Serj. Majors, 
79 Scrjs.,'i 10 Corjjs., 24 Drums,, 1434 Privates, 13 

Women, and 11 Children.-N. B. Tot.ilnutnhcr 

of prisoners (navy included) exclusive of staff and 
departments, is 2001. 

There fell into our hands, on this occasion, the 

Proserpine of 32 guns, and the Pyladcs of 18.- 

Tnc quantity of ordnance, ammunition, and stores 
taken is immense. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

France. —A concise account of the trials, 
which jjave Uj*Iy taken place in France, 
will be published in a subsequent sheet of 
the Register. From what has appeared tip- 
on the subject, in the French prints, there is 
’no reason to believe^ that the proceedings 
have been unfair; and, It Tnust give great 
satisfaction to every loys^ iqjtn to perceive 
that pardons have already been granted to 
several of th^condemneTl prisoners, amongst 
whom is Bodvet de Loizier, the gentleman 
mentioned jn a former page of theftegister. 
as having had seven brothers^tfturdcred by’ 
the republicans acting under the consuiar 
government. Georges hai^nol received bis 
pardon when tire last advices came away. 
Let us hope, however, that he will. If Buo¬ 
naparte really loves fame above all other 
things, this is the than whose life he will 
certainly spare. 'Georges has been hfs ene¬ 
my 6ut it was an enmity %f a most disin¬ 
terested and noble species; an enmity 
• • 
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springing from a rooted attachment to the 
family of his lawful sovereign. It is rea¬ 
sonable that the Emperor should wish for 
some sort of security against future at¬ 
tempts on the part of Georges, a security 
that he might have without takingjhislife ; 
and indeed, it is not to be supposed that 
Georges would* ever attempt to lake the 
life of one to whpn^ he would be indebted 
for his own. Every part of this man’s con¬ 
duct exhibits striking marks of bravery, 
frankness, and fidelity. In the circum¬ 
stances of his arrest, his imprisonment, his 
trial, we behold an elevation of soul, which 
is rarely to be met with in any rank of life, 
and which, jn Gqprges, the education of a 
cottage and the labours of a mill could not 
suppress. We have, in the conduct of 
Georges, one of the innumerable instances 
of the effect of turbulent limes in drawing* 
forth Tlnd putting motion latent virtues 
and powers. Had no revolution corae he 
would never have bten heard of ten miles 
fr^m his village. He would have spent a 
long life perhaps in, carrying sacks and 
measuring his enra and his flour, and would 
at last have sunk into a grave which the 
first summer’s «*ass would have hidden for 
ever. How different, and it is to be feared 
we must say, alas! how different will now 
be his fate! Yet his name will Vive: nei¬ 
ther the axe nor the cord can sever that 
from our memory : history, in spite of fear 
and of perfidy, must record it; and, what¬ 
ever may be tfie language of the present 
day, his character and conduct will have 
admirers as long as bravery and loyalty 
shall exist in the world.——In (he Moni- 
leur there has lately appeared a paragraph, 
the object of which is to contradict the sug¬ 
gestion relative to a continental coalition 
against Fiance, which suggestion, as the 
reader will recollect, appeared some weeks 
ago in many of the London prints. It wJls 
then slated i!i tSis work, that there was iio 
ground for t anv.such hope, and though fhe. 
assertions of tne French official paper do 
not amount to ^fiositive confirmation of 
that statement, yet u is not likely that such 
assertfons would be made if the government 
of France* were at all apprehensive of a 
coalition, ‘indeed a «eoalltio3 without the 
concurrence*of Austria would.be madness: 
it is impossible : and Austria is not disposed 
to stir. She will not and connat stir with¬ 
out the assistance of British money, and 
that money Mr. PitHhas not to give.* The 
staft of his finances is Such that the very 
mention of^n advance, to an/ coftsidcraUle 
amount, t?> the Emperor or any other pow¬ 


er, would. throw all into confusion at the 
bank and in every part of the country.— 
Here we are then fairly at a stand. We 
have neither army nor money to send to 
th© Continent. We are reduced to a dead 
system of defence, and, according to the 
sentiment of the speech at the opening of 
the session, tjie glory of England is now 
made to consist in preserving itself from 
being a province of France. Upon this * 
subject an odd idea has been expressed in 
one of lhe # morning papers: it is this: that 
“ in the present attitude of the British 
“ Islands, we wish, that this country may 
“ appear in the first instance, single-hand- 
“ ed; but wlfen wc have demonstrated to 
“ the world, that we are able to repel every 
“ aggression, then ’indeed continental aids 
“ may be useful in chastising t[*e temerity 
“ and circumscribing the power of Bu«na- 
“ parte !” It were cruel to push this writer 
for the reason unott which Jm wish is found¬ 
ed; but we may just a»k him what he sup¬ 
poses would be the consequence if Buona¬ 
parte* should persist in not giving us an op¬ 
portunity of demonstrating to the world that 
we are able to repel every aggression ? Per¬ 
sons iflho hold the language of this writer 
seem to imagine that the French will be 
obliged to attempt invasion, or to make 
peace. Why they do so imagine it would, 
however be very hard to guess, except we 
suppose them to have adopted the opinion 
of Sir Francis D’lvernois, which opinion 
has lately been re-echoed in the ministerial 
papers, that the French finances are in a 
shocking stale. This is the sort of hope 
that the nation uis deluded with last war, 
but which it will not be deluded with this 
war, aq<l of tha’t fact the minister may be well 
assured. The French are not compelled 
to attempt invasion. They can and will 
wait their own time. They can remain as 
they nap are for ten years without any ma¬ 
terial inconvenience - 0 that is to say, if we 
pursue the systems of Mr. Pitt. But can 
we go on thus for ten years ? Can we for 
five? Can wc for threef Must wc not,4/ 
those systems arc»persevercd in, sink down 
under tho weight of our expense and dis¬ 
grace, to say nothing of other more fearful 
aid more swiftly-operating caifccs f What 
n becomes of the idea of “ demonstrating 
to the world wnr ability to repel every ag-- 
gression,” as£ preliminary to the availing 
ourselves of continental aid ?——It is stated, 
with what truth one cannot aay, that the 
Fsench fleet in Brest harbour is very strong 
and fit for sea. From very good informa¬ 
tion it appears that this fact is not at all im- 
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(do curious not to he cited: “ I was not,”*said 
he, “ igrorant, that (here had existed at 
“ Port say, within a mile or two of the place 
“ where Morison lived, a society called, 
“ ‘ the Society for Universal Liberty,' 
,f founded on ’the principle of never ceasing 
“ to promote their chimerical and visionary 
“ plans so long as a member *>f it existed. 
“ The conduct of this society had been such 
“ as to induce the Sheriff to inform them that 
“ he must have the honours <. f the sitting at 
theif future meetings, and on tips notifica- 
lion they had thought proper to dissolve. 
“ That they did however continue to meet 
“ in small paflies for seditious purposes, and 
“ that none df their objects was*t« discoun- 
“ tenance and discoyrage volunteering 
“ amongst servants, was known. I was well 
“ aware that the primum mobile , the princi- 
K pal instigator and promoter of this society, 
“ was a person very likely to have an in- 
“flucnce over Mr* Morisrfit. What then'was 
“ I to think when I saw him so wautorrijr 
“ and undisguiscdly impeding the public 
“ service, but that he was one of the per- 
“ sons who had adopted this as their grand 
“ and systematic object r” Why will men, 
when they are arguing, introduce that which 
oversets the wholp of their argument ? It is 
not admitted, hut on the contrary it is dc- 
■ nied, that to discountenance and discourage 
volunteering amongst the servants was to 
impede the public service; and this denial 
having been made, it behoves the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate to establish the affirmative by factor 
by reasoning; the former he possesses not, 
and the latter he has not attempted to pro¬ 
duce. But this Society though! This Society 
is something trflly alarming [ Not from the 
mischiefs which its plots may produce, but 
which may be produced by its name. As 
every man must be convipccd.'hat there arc 
•no such things as jacobin clubs in Great 
Britain, it was very generally hoped that we 
should never hear .my more of them, and 
had it not been for this unfoitunate affair in* 
Scolhtml, there is every reason to believe that 
rfilat hope would have been realized. Nflfc, 
however, we must look sharp about us. We 
shall all he Jacobins if we do not take care. 
It is strange that this Jacobin club was never 
before so niucji as heard of in this part^if 
the world! It was kept secreted in Scotland, 
as if it were too good a thing to tell of. A 
jtpftiet club it certainly w’as, <nd if it should 
now be provoked to break through its ob¬ 
stinate taciturnity, we shall perhaps be in¬ 
formed that, whatever might be its prefes- 
jsions, its practice was to adore the god of 
wiuc rather than the goddess of liberty, a 


conjecture, the probability of’which is in no¬ 
wise impaired by the circumstance of. the 
Sheriff Substitute having intimated his in¬ 
tention to claim the honours of the sitting. 

-It was alledged as a reason for voting the 

previous question, that the-courls of justice 
were opep to Mr. Morison ; that, if he had 
been libelled and injured ht/mighl have his- 
remedy at common law.. Vi answer to this 
it was very 'pertinently asked, w hat chance 
•a farmer was likely to stand agnnsta person 
invested with power* such as the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate Jhad described his to be, especially 
when he had declared, (hat, it this charge 
against him had been made in Edinburgh, 
instead of London, there jvould have been a 
hundred thousand voices and not a few thou¬ 
sand arms raised against the person who 
should have had the hardihood to make it. 
fSo situated would it not have been madness- 
in Mr. Morison to haye sought redress at 
common law ? Yet the Parliament, in re¬ 
fusing to take the matter up, leaves him in a 
situation by no means to be envied. It was 
said that the powers of the Lord Advocate 
were great, that his responsibility was great, 
and that, therefore, great latitude was to be 
allowed him; but, if we Wk-re for a moment 
to admit of this conclusion, can it be sup¬ 
posed, that his powers are greater than those 
of the Lord Chancellor and twelve Judges, 
together with the law officcts of the crown 
in 'England l Yet, will any one believe that 
all those persons, if lhev were to club their 
weight 3nd authority, would venture to write 
such x letter as that written by the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate? Nay, will any one believe, that the 
King in council would venture to order such 
a letter to be written to an En/'liih farmer ? 
Thank ^Jod, w# know that lie would not! 
But the laws and usages are, ye are told, dif¬ 
ferent io Scotland. Of this I know little or 
^nothing. If they are, that circumstance al- 
'fers the case. If the conduct of, the Lord 
Advocate was agreeable' to' the law and 
usages of the country, why then he was not 
to blame, and all that we have to -do is to 
express our gratitude to Seaven that we are 
.Englishmen. 1 

I a i s h Fi n a n c e.—-—F rom the official ac¬ 
counts recently [aid before parliament, it ap¬ 
pears that (fie whole net annual revenue of 
Ireland amounts to 4,00J,3Q9l.,and that its 
annual expenditure, at least its expenditure 
for the last year, amounted to 7,798,5541. 
leaving an annual deficit of 3,795,2431. 
And- when we rOnJider the anaicly that 
mtist.have prevailed to make as good kn ap¬ 
pearance as possible, it is beingpy no means 
uncandid to presume, that the amount of (he 
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annual expenditure is very little, if any at 
all, less thau double the amount of the an- 
Rual revenue. The new Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has imposed new taxes which he 
has estimated at l ,200,0001. annual produce. 
This is adding more than a fourth to the 
total of the present revenue, and if such an 
addition' is actually collected, Mt. poster 
will certainly te Regarded as a conjuror. 
This gentleman has beensuppo&d to under¬ 
stand the principles of taxation, and indeed < 
the whole business of » financier; but such 
a supposition is not very strongly corrobo¬ 
rated by the taxes he has selected, by the 
expectations he has held forth, and particu¬ 
larly by the observations he made relative to 
the effect of his tax upon bank notes, which 
tax, he said, at the same time that it aug¬ 
mented the revenue, would tend to keep 
the cuantity of the bank paper within du<* 
bouno^*! 1 On occasions like this it is that 
one is overpowered with melancholy reflec¬ 
tions 1 What but tHfe immediate interposi¬ 
tion of Providence can bring us safe out of 
such hands? “ Tend .to keep the quantity 
of paper within due bounds!’' and that too 
at the very moment when he is augmenting 
the taxes one-lburth, which augmentation 
must produce a great augmentation in fhe 
quantity of circulating medium, and which 
augmentation of circulating medium must 
be made in bank notes. Nay, the very tax 
•upon the notes will cause an increaso of 
their quantity, and a depreciation in their 
qualify, upon the same principle that a 
brandy merchant would put water in his 
casks if you were to impose a tax upon his 
liquor without permitting him to raise his 
nominal price. There wanted only this one 
observation from Mr. Forster to ctjpvince me 
that the Irish JYeasury had gained nothing 

by the recent change.-The qpw taxes 

may perhaps produce 800,0001. some per¬ 
sons thinjc they will produce 900,0001. t*!t 
there is no <Jhe Imagines that they will a’dd 
more than £00,0001. to the revenue, be-» 
.caus^they will certainly occasion a consi¬ 
derable falling ofl*in # the produce of the old 
taxes. Money must however be had, and 
loaiwtnust be made under the guarantee of 
Great Brhain , the debt will go on rapidly 
increasing ?>n both sides of lire wqjer, and, 
if the present fqstem continues tfor five years, 
supposing the war to continue so long also, 
the interest of the debt of GreabBritain will 
swallow up nearly, if not quite, the whole 
of her flevenue.——-h i« beginning tftbc the 
faslflon amongst the partisans of the mini¬ 
ster to thrqpr the blame of th£ financial dis¬ 
tresses oflrelaud upon the shoulders of Mr. 
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Addington and his colleagues, who had no 
more to do with the*matter than the yeo-* 
men of the guard had. There is no branch 
of revenue that they have cut off. • WhaN 
ever the peace did, Mr. Pitt was the princi¬ 
pal cause of; and as to the debt and all the 
charges upon the consolidated fund, were 
they not crewed by Mr. Pitt himself ? The 
whole system is his, and if, as to matters of 
detail, he had, during the last year or two,* 
seen any thing amiss, why did he not come 
to Parliaiqjent and complain of it ? The fact 
is, that, on the score of finance, he is under 
infinite obligations to his yielding successor, 
who, in, funding the stock for which the 
income f%x vfas pledged, relieved him from 
a burden which was daily and hourly sink¬ 
ing him to the earth. It has been thought 
by some persons, that the moment that ob¬ 
ject was effected, Mr. Pitt wished and in¬ 
tended to return to power; at any rate, it 
is well known lh*t he supported the mea¬ 
gre, and, it is "not less certain that it was 
the only mcasuie in which Mr. Addington 
deviated from the system long pursued by 
Mr. Pitt. To represent the pecuniary dis¬ 
tresses of either Great Britain or Ireland as 
arising trom the measures of Mr- Addington 
and his colleagues is, therefore, a most mean 
attempt to impose upon*the public. No: , 
Mr.* Pitt has'been absolute master of the re* 
sources of the country for the last twenty 
years. He has done just what he has pleas¬ 
ed with them; and the nation has a full and 
indubitable right to demand a settlement at 
iiis hands, and at his bauds alone. It has a 
right to demand of him how it comes to 
pass, (bat its debbhas been more than dou¬ 
bled ; that ite bank paperthas depreciated; 
that a£ollar, which, when lie first became 
minister, passed for only 4s. (id. is now 
worth five shillings in English bank paper, 
and five shilling*and sixpence (English mo¬ 
ney) it^ Irish bank paper; and, above all, 
it has a right to detrend of him, how it has 
come to pass, that the power of its enemy 
has been nearly doubled, whilst its own has 
eftidergone a positive diminution. All lfc]£, 
and much more^t has a right to demand of 
him: the demand it wiil make too, and 
will not be answered by an evasion, or a 
childish story about the extraordinary diffi¬ 
culties he has had to .contend with ; .about 
the dreadful dangers of the French revolt 
tion, or the (jowardness ot the people of4his 
country. That revolution it was his place to 
foresee and to prevent, or to profit from, and 
a« to the temper of the people, Jet it never 
be forgotten, that, during his administration, 
they patiently submitted to an income-tax 
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a? ten per centum and to a seven years sus* nominal value, and, in order to eive to these 
pension of the habeas -corpus act. In short, pieces an air of respectability and authority, 
he Jias haa, the nation, all its property and the head of his 'Majesty is stamped on one 
all its persons, but particularly its pecuniary side, while the arms of the bank graces the 
resources, at his absolute command for the other, thus proclaiming to the world, that, 
last twenty years, six or eight months, at in this first and always hirherto undivided 
most, excepted, and, during that time no attribute of sovereignty, the. bank now par- 
measure contrary to his system<was adopted; ticipatesVith the monarch. * This measure, 
responsibility rests, therefore, on him and this deed of partnership, htd, however, as 
only on him m 9 ^and this is a fact that should ycl received the sanction of the council 
never be lost sight of. _ " -only ; the bill now before-Parliament gives 

Bank Dollars. -—There is a bill now it the sanction of ths legislature. -Hence, 
before parliament for extending the laws, forward the government and the bank are, 
against counterfeiting the King’s coin, to the as to matters of credit, the same : the bank 
counterfeiting of the dollars,issued and paper is the government paper: and, as 
is be issued by the banks* of<. England no government paper ever did, or ever 
and Ireland. 3 he bill stands for a third can, long retain any value at all, so ours 
reading tins day. There seems to be must come to that of its original rags, un. 
a necessity for passing a law of this less tilings can be restored to the state in 
sort unless the doliars be called in, or cried which they were in 1793- EnglishJ>ank 
down; for, thousands and hundreds of paper will bear up logger than aiTvothir 
thousands will otjierwiscrsoon be made of government paper ever has done, because 
base metal. Bui this bill,"whenever it lx? though it is in fact the r paper of the govern, 
comes a law, will put the seal to the co- ment; though the government has neither 
partnership between the bank and the go- the power nor the right to force the bank to 
vernment, and will indirectly confer upon make good its engagements, without first 
tlic former lhe joint power of coining pio- enabling it so to do out of the treasury, yet 
ney, which ha*, always hitherto been regard- men have so long been accifitomed to regard 
eq as an attiibute of sovereignty. From ttfc bank as an institution haviirg ample re- 
the first establishment of the bank of Eng- sources totally independent of government, 
( land, lo the administration of Mr. Pitt, the that it will rcqfrire time, though circum- 
Partfirncnt appear-, always to have been ex- stances may render that time very short, to 
trcnrlely jealous 01 any close connection be- convince them of their error. The longer 
tween the bank and the Exchequer. Till however the crisis is deferred, if it is finally 
the year 1793, the bank was prohibited by to come, the more dangerous will bedhe 
law, and under heavy penalties, from ad- consequences, 

vancing money to the government, except Irish Additional Force.—-A bill is 
on the credit of Parliament; but, in that now passing to raise men in Scotland in the 
J’car, Mr. Pitt obtained from the Parliament same way as, by the military project law, 
an act to do away the penalties, <&nd, of they are proposed to be raised in England, 
course, the restraint. 3 he consequences The militia is also to be reduced in Scot- 
have been such as.wcre naturally to be ex- land j and, a bill now before the House of 
pected; such as were foreseen by those who Commons proposes similar measures for 
understood the science of political flrithme- Ireland. The present cabinet consists of six 
t.c; such as we fecl,«ind such as we shall new members and six of the late ministry; 
by Sind by feel much more grievously. The. tlfe very last act of the late, ministry was to 
minwter borrowed. inirr.en- j sums frohn the propose, and to procure Jo be passed*a law 
jenk; the bank, in con-i-quence thenftlf, for augmenting the Irish militia; and the 
soon stopped its payments in specie ; the second act of "the new ministry is to reduce 
minister procured a law to protect the bank that very miljtia ! Well might Mr. Pitt say, 
in this breach of contract; the abuse has that it was not qecessary to “.ceVmt noses” 
been continued during peace as well as w*r, in a cabinet council What must these six 
leaving,no check upon the bank as to Jhe ministers think 1 Is it possible that they can 
-’quantity of its issues; the paper has ac- sit in their places while these Itew.bills are 
cwdinglv depreciated, strut the evil has ex- passing? '-What admirable, what hitherto 
tended to Ireland in a heightened degree, and unheard-of docility ! And yetif one w?re 
with aggravated circumstances; at last, to to question their motives, it would be attri- 
supplv the place of the coin of the country, buted lo a want of candour. If one "were 
driven out by a depreciated paper, the banks 4 to express tfie slightest doubt of their being 
are permitted to issue dollars at an advanced actuated by the purest, most ardent, and 
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most disinterested patriotism, one would 
run the risk of a charge of slander, if one 
were to laugh when they clap their hands 
to their hearts, and talk of their consciences, 
one would be regarded as irreverent, if not 
impious. * 

Small-bo lytTY Men.— The public will 
recollect the anxiety which Mr. Pitt ex¬ 
pressed to get the*volunteers upon what he 
called, and still calls, permanent duto. That 
such duty would prove to be nothing but a 
mere frolic both for Officers and men, un¬ 
less indeed something serious might grow 
out of their disputes, it was easy to foresee, 
and this has actually been the casein almost 
every instance wflfcre the proposition of go¬ 
vernment has been accepted of. The ac¬ 
count given, in the Dummies news papers, 
of the feats of one of these bodies is worthv 
of particular notice. It had been on perma¬ 
nent dflfy for a fortnight, at the end of 
which lime the meq* “ in order to dbmon- 
“ strate their attachment to the Colonel, and 
** their sense of his polite and affable man* 
“ ners, insisted in drawing him in his car- 
“ riage in front of the battalion and through 
“ the town, which they did: and, in suc- 
“ cession, the \jeut. Colonel and Mayr; 
“ and theif they chaircu the Captains and 
“ other officers, amidst the reiterated acdu - 
“ motions of all present. Arc these the 
marks of military discipline or of mobbyig? 
The men who can insist upon drawing their 
officers in a carriage, or carrying them in a 
chair, may, if the mind should take them, 
insist upon drawing them by the hair of the 
head, or of hoisting them to a sign or a lamp- 
post. 1 his nation has already p.tid dearly 
for the splendid projects of Mr. Pitt, but it 
is to be feared, that it tiafycl to*pay much 
more dearly.* Who but that gentleman 
would have counted amongst the "vigorous” 
measures of his new administration the 
having prevqjlpt^upwn 160,000 men to go 
thus on permanent duty; that is to say;to 
assemble together in bodies to receive boun¬ 
ty aiK^ay, for tlunpurposc of frolicking, and 
of exhibiting to theregular Jrmy examples 
of indiscipline? This measure is one of the 
fnosT"3angcrous that has been adopted. Jt 
is full of al^soits of mijclutf. »We may hope 
to escape, but did a nation ever corde sSfely 
out ol'such a*ataieof things ? Nothing is so 
dangerous as tor a prime miniver to be a 
projector, especially if he be a man of showy 
afia captivating talcn^, and if moreover his 
meijfurd! are to be sanctioned or rejeefed by 
a popular assembly. Of the (ruth of fhis re¬ 
mark this s<A.mtry is now exhibiting a suit¬ 
ing proof. It luis been led along by one 


project after another, till no one thinks of 
denying that our existence, as a nation, de¬ 
pends merely upon circumstances;, and the 
minister himself who has reduced us to this 
uncertain and disgraceful state, scruples not 
to take credit to himself that we are not al¬ 
ready conquered and enslaved; he actually 
boasts of being able yet to say, that our 
country is not an appendage of the French 
empire. As to immediate danger of the fo¬ 
reign enemy, it certainly is not so gt eat as 
that whitfli we have to apprehend from our 
internal situation, as affected by the threats of 
that fo/eign enemy. We are as yet young 
in our’volunteering. Our M)0,(X 0 volun¬ 
teers have as yet hardly grown familiar with 
the smell of powdfir; the resentment against 
Buonaparte is not yet extinguished; the 
dread of the consequences of invasion fcts still 
a powerful effect upon the mind of the 
common people* the tvpr has not yet ex¬ 
hausted the public patience; and, the quar¬ 
tern loaf, in consequence of a series or sea¬ 
sons, such as England never before saw, is as 
cheap even as the most querulous could wish 
it. Will all this remain so for five years 
longer? Will it remain so for one# For as 
to peace, except upon the most humiliating 
and degrading terms, Mr. Pitt and Lord* 
Mdville never will obtain i it, unless they 
Imt make a radical change in both th^mih- 
tai y and financial system. While we remain 
as we are, the new emperor must continue 
the war, or expose himself to the charge oF 
betraying his country ; for, it is obvious to 
the whole world, that, without the least ex¬ 
tra expence or inconvenience to France, he 
is effecting all the purposes of a most active 
and successful war. 

Parties.—-A copy of a letter has ap¬ 
peared in the public prints, the original of 
which is said to have been sent to Mr. Pitt 
from Lord Grenville, just after the former 
had proposed to the Jailer to make part of 
his new administration. I heard of this let¬ 
ter while it was in manuscript: it was said 
(J»al several persons had copies of it; Utii, 
as I never sawjt, except in print, I, of 
comsc, gve it as a news paper publication, 
believing it however to be authentic. It is 
follows;—“ i have already apprised you 
“ that ail the penotis, to wfiom, at your de¬ 
sire, I communicated what passed between 1 
“ us yesterday, agree with me in the decided 
*• opinion, that we ought not to engage in 
“ the administration which you are now 
“.pmployed in forming.—We should be sin- 
“ cercly sorry if, by declining this proposal, 
“ we should appear less desirous than we 
“ must always'bc, of rendering to bis Ma» 



COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 


WVJ] 

44 jcsty, to the utmost of our,power, every 1 
“ service of which he may be graciously 
44 pleased to think,us capable.—No consi- 
“ deration of {Personal ease or comfort; no 
44 apprehension of responsibility, nor reluct- 
“ ante to meet the real situation into which 
“ the country has been brought, have any 
41 weight in this decision, nor"hre we fet¬ 
tered by any engagement on the subject, 
“ either expressed or implied; we rest our 
11 determination solely on our strong s'ense 
“ of thC impropriety of our becoming par- 
“ ties to a system of government which is 
44 to be formed at such a moment as the 
** present, on a principle of eillusion.—It 
“ is necessary to dwell on the Mischiefs 
“ which have already resulted from placing 
•* the great offices of government in weak 
“ and^incapablc hands. We see no hope of 
“ any effectual remedy for these mischiefs, 
“ but by uniting in the public service • as 


* weight, talents, and character, to be 
“ * found in public men of all descriptions, 
44 ‘ and without any exception.’ This opi- 
44 nion I have already had occasion to ex- 
“ press to you in the same words, a»d we 
“ have for some time past been publicly 
“ acting in conformity to it; nor can we, 
41 while we remain impressed with that per- 
* suasion, concur in defeating an object for 
“ which the circumstances of the present 
44 tidies afford at once so strong an induce- 
44 ment, and so favourable an occasion.— 
“ An opportunity now offers, such as this 
“ country has seldom seen, forgiving to its 
“ government, in a momejit of peculiar dif- 
“ ficully, the full benefit of the services of 
“ all those, who by the public voice and 
“ sentiment, are judged most capable of 
44 contributing to its prosperity and safety. 
“ The wishes of the pnblic'onMhis subject 
44 are completely in union with Its interests^ 
“ and the advantages, which not this coun- 
“ try alone, bul all Edropc, and the whole 
44 civili/.cd world, might derive fiom the 
“establishment of sucii an adminislratioji, 
** at sucii a crisis, would probably have ex- 
4t ceeded the most sanguiife expectations.— 

■ 14 We are certainly not ignorant of the dif- 
44 ficulties which might have obstructed the 
44 final .accomplishment of such an objecl, 
however earnestly pursued. But whtfl, 
44 in the very first instate, all trial of it is 
44 precluded', and when this fffenial i» made 
44 the condition of all subsequent arrange- 
44 ments, we cannot but feel, that there arc 
44 no motives, of whatever description, width 
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44 our deliberate.and declared opinions.”— 
This letter, which is dated 8th of May, 1804, 
contains an explicit declaration of the prin¬ 
ciples upon which Lord Grenville and those 
in whose name he speaks, proceeded in re¬ 
fusing to make part of the ptesent ministry. 
Nothing wer was more true^than that the 
public^wisnes pointed 1o an administration 
uppn an extensive scale jtnd a solid basis. 
The people wished for such an administra¬ 
tion for two reasons, first, they wished to 
see an end Id the poetical animosities en¬ 
gendered by the French revolution, and life 
mutual recriminatibns and parly violences 
which it had given rise to in this country. 
They had grown weary* of the disputes 
arising from this source. The cause had 
ceased; they wished for the effect also to 
cease; and they easily perceived that this 
tfish was to be gratified only by an unuui of 
the leading men of all parties in one damn eft 

r» , a _ . _ _ 


u 4 large a proportion as possible of lUei But, there was a motive still more power- 


ful with them; that is, the safety of them¬ 
selves and their country. They had no con¬ 
fidence in Mr. Addington’s administration ; 
and if they looked back to Mr. Pitt’s they 
saw very little to make them wish for its 
return; they by no means Oesired another 
war rendering another peace of Amiens, 
another peace of experiment, necessary to 
afford a respite tcftheir country; they dread¬ 
ed the exclusion of any considerable portion 
of the great talents; they had long seen and 
lamented the consequence of such exclu¬ 
sion; they themselves had buried all political 
animosities, had dropped all party distinc¬ 
tions, had sunk all private* syvi selfish pas¬ 
sions in pursuit of the safety of mcir sove¬ 
reign’s crown and their own liberties, and 
they wislied, ami had a right to expect, 
that those who were at the jjead of the le¬ 
gislature mnd the government, would be ac¬ 
tuated by sentiments similar to their own; 
they dreaded the renewal of tl^e parlia¬ 
mentary Trojan war; the? cried out to the 
political leaders: 44 unite^or*lhe honour 
44 and preservation of jrnur country* en- 
44 feeble not Iter arm, (year her not to pieces 
if by your diss&ufious, while she is in hourly 
44 expectation, of an attack from tHfennoat 
44 invclerale # nnijj powcrful*enenSy that she 
44 ever yet knew.” “Js there any man who 
will deny, that this vras the voice, the 
unanimous* voice erf the people of England, 
of every rflik and description ? The voice of 
sense and reason, of patriotism and loyalty ? 
The tiext point, therefore, to be settled, is, 

to wlrat arc we to look as the cause of this 
• • » , *■ . . , . 


“ could justify our taking an active part in ! voice no’l being listened to ? \ ijd, I scruple 
44 the establishment o’fa system so adverse to | not to answer; to the selfish ambition of 
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Mr. Pitt, which could not hear a division of 
migisterial power, and which dictated the 
exclusion of Mr. Fox. because it would have 
been impossible fo have admitted him with- 
out yielding to such division. It has been 
stated, that Mr.»Pitt exerted his utmost en¬ 
deavours to prevail on his Majesty to admit 
Mr. Fox; ana, that'having failed in this 
point, he offered Mr. Fox carte blanchejas 
embassador general to the continent of Em- 
rope. % It being known that the nation wish* 
ed for an united administration, or in other 
vflwds, that it wished to see Mr. Fpx in the 
cabinet as well as Mr. Pit*, and by no means 
the latter without the former: this being 
well known the [tfitizans of the new minis¬ 
try found it necessary to begin their career 
with the most solemn asseverations that the 
fault of exclusion lay not w'uh Mr. Pitt, 
^wbojthey said, had “ spent three-quarten 
V* hour in a giost strenuous, niough 
“ unfortunately useless effort, to overcome 
“ his Majesty's obiA’lions to Mr. Fo\ as a 
“ cabinet minister.” Hence the people were 
told, in terms by no jncans equivocal, that 
the fault of exclusion lay avilh the Kin®; 
that il was not Mr. Pitt,’ but their Sove¬ 
reign, whom they had to blame for the blast¬ 
ing of thei. hopes, and for the perpetuating 
of political animosities. This way not very 
decent language, cspecia#y from persons 
who were, at the same time, imputing to 
their opponents a want of respect for‘the 
will and pleasure of his Majesty. The 
cause of the King’s resisting the alleged 
strenuous efforts of Mr. Pitt was said (at 
first whit-pyx hut afterwards cloud) to be 
tliatgltttrtrnu rooted dislike to Mr. Fox, 
ot which his Majesty gave so striking a 
proof when he caused h : s same tc^bc erased 
from the list of pi ivy councillors. It is be¬ 
come a fashionable trick to say or jnritwale 
that the King lias an unconquerable dislike 
to whomsoever the party insinuating wishes 
to keep ouf of-power. The Near Ob- | 
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“ whose talents, whose acquirements, whose 
“ services would b& advantageous to the 
“ state, has the high .personage referred to 
“ tver ■proscribed ? Away^Jlpn with these 
“shifts and pretences, the Refuge of every 
“ tnitiii'er who shrinks from His own resyon- 
“ silnlity. It is most unseemly, as well as 
“ unconstitutional, to give out that any thing 
“ ungracious can arise in the quarter alluded 
“to: in. a quarter to which, from expe‘« 

“ riefcce, the people of this country look up 
“ for evqj-y thing which is becoming, just,’ 
“ and honourable; for every thing which is 
“ best calculated to promote their interest, 

“ their, happiness, and their prosperity.” 
Excellent observations! But Mr Long little 
imagined, that they would apply with still 
greater aptness and force to the .conduct of a 
ministry of which Mr. Pitt would be at the 
head! The insinuation was, indeedfmost 
indecent, and, as appears from the recent 
offer made to Bord Grcnvjllc, it was not 
j^tiore indecent than false ; but, neither as to 
indecency or falsehood does it surpass the 
insinuation of a'similar tendency, which the 
literary partisans, and, it is to be feared, some 
of the^bosom friends, of Mr. Pitt are now 
throwing out with regard to Mr. Fox ; for, 
it is a fact, which is wgll known to those 
who are much conversant in political and • 
party matters, and which ought now to b<* 
made well known to every man in theJung- 
dorn, that his Majesty has no peisonal di-- 
likc, that he has no private or public objec¬ 
tion to Mr. Fox, much less objections oj a 
nature to outweiph in his gracious and pa¬ 
ternal mind every consideration of political 
harmony and puWlic good ; and thaf^as to 
the erasing of. that gentleman’s name fiom 
the list«of privy councillors, the act, so far 
from originating in the mind of the King, 
d’d not eve# originate in the mind of the 
minister by whom i! was advised, but in 
fliat of a person, who, however respectable 
in point oi private character and literary ac- 


server, for jns^uice, in speaking of Lfl’d J complishmenls, couW, in his o/A'c/u/capacity, 
Greiwilc’s returnjto [sower, says, that, “ if j he considered nothing more, and he was. 


“ appearances ar? not deceitful, there is 
“ an obstacle even /tight r thati Mr. Adding- 

^■11 HwV reluctance.” This insinuation Mr. j the. Anti-jacobin ! This person, towards 
Long resehts in^i very spirited and becoming ! whom I intend not the least disrespect; this 


at*tlnt time, nothing more, than awriterdnf 
paragraphs for a» weekly newspaper called 


manner. * I never rail endute,” yiys he, 
“ to hear the«surmise so industriously pro- 
11 pagat^d, ana assigned* alsothe Near 
“ Observer, as the cause of hi»Lordship’s 


person, and this person only, (ani the matter. 

neyer matie a secret of) it was, who 
started the idea of cashiering the Duke df 
Norfolk; and, afTer the advice had been 


elusion, that ‘ there is an obstacle, if J adopted and acted upon, with yespect to the 
“ appeaaances are not deceitful, to the ad- j first duke and peer in the realm, the step 
“ mission of Lord Gren/ille into offices even ttmt was taken with regard to Mr. Fox was 
“ higher thag Mr. Addington’s reftictance^ a matter of course. 1 am not condemning 
“Indecent insinuation! Whom, I ask, either him who gave,*or him who adopted 
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the advice and procured his Majesty’s assent “ against a faction headed by a person no* s 
to act upon it: on thtf contrary, 1, at the “ lorinusly devoted to disorganizing jprinfci- 
tfcne, heartily approved of the erasure, and I “ pies.” Any thing at once so base and so 
am fully persuaded that the gentleman with preposterous as this never was before.com* 
whom the proposition originated was ac- tnitted to the press. There always was 
tuated by no other than public-spirited mo* amongst the creatures and *close adherents 
lives. Ifwas however one of those measures of Mr. Pitt, a strange mixture of profligacy 
which he, perhaps, would nbt again recom- and cant :*jobbers all the mufning and me*' 
mend, and of which I should not again ap- thedists in the afternoon. There was a set 
pfove. Hostility was pushed too far on both that at one tithe went by (lie name of “ Mr. 
rides; and this was precisely one of those ‘4 Pitt’s young friends," the least profoypd of 
acts wjjich every generous minted man whom would*have put the Tartuffe to the 
wished to see buried in 'eternal oblivion bv blush: l^ds that would literally sing yati 
that union which was prevented by the sel- “ a smutty song to*a psalm tune.” But, to 
fish and domineering ambition of Mr. Pitt, return the exhortation to the people : The 
Of the wisdom or folly, of the jbstice or in- partizans* of Mr. Pitt havejold the people a 
justice, of the measure of which I have been hundred times, they have dinned it in their 
speaking, the reader is not, however, now ears ’till they were tired of the sound, that 
called upon to give or to form any opinion. Mr. Pitt, the person for whom they nowde- 
The mrigin of that measure is ail that he is taand support as the wisest and most upright - 
required to attend to; and, the fact relating statesman: they have tqjd us, they Iwveas*- 
to il is very important to sftte, and that looj sured ais, with reiterated declarations and 
as I here have staled it, in the most positive* ‘ almostHvith oaths, that Mr. Pitt exerted him- 
terins; because it completely blows into air self to the utmost to prevail on the King to 
all the surmises and insinuations, relative to admit Mr. Fox into ttje cabinet; not being 
the disposition of bis Majesty, that have been able to succeed with his Majesty, Mr. Pitt 
founded upon or connected with the cjfcum- did, they next told us, offer to Mr Fox any 
stance of Mr. Fox’s name having been erased post that he might choose i» the diplomatic 
from the list of thtj privy council; and be- lintf, proposed to send him to the continent 
.cause it no less completely destroys that with power to treat with whomsoever he 
0 ther ground of monotonous "clamour* to pleased and up*n this own terms: they 
wit, dbe attempts of Lords Spencer and themselves have, over and over again, ex- 
Grenville and Mr. Windham “ 1 a farce Mr. pressed their profound sorrow, that his Ma- 

“ Fox upon the King.”-Having failed, jtsty did not yield, upon this head, “ to the 

as they soon perceived they had, in per- “ earnest and sincere prayers of the nation 
suading the people, that the fault ol exclu- “put up by the mouth of Mr. Pitt;” and, 
sion lay with their Sovereign, and that Mr. now behold, they have the yjjconsciui.i^hle 
Pitt afitfnst shed tears of bfciod to soften the assurance to tell us, that Mr. fov.aa man 
inflexibility of his Majesty’s objection to Mr. of dangerous principles and totally unfit 1o 
Fox, the partisans of the new ministry^eer“d be truste^ in the*cabinet! If this be so, if 
short about, and began to accuse Mr. Wind- this be not an atrocious calumny, how shall 
ham and the Grenvilles, byt particularly the we characterize Mr. Pitt i Did he really en- 
latter, with an inconsistency little short «f deavour to prevail upon the King to admit 
criminal, because they now refused to join Mr. Fox ? Where then shall we loyk for his 
in the ministry without the admission of Mr. sagacity , or his fidelity f foi* irt*one of these, 
Fox, a person with whom they had, for so , If *his partizans are not qjduijmiatprs, he 
many years, been engaged in a political must be shamefully deficient. Wi# his 
warlike of' the most violent and dd#- friends say thgt he did not endeavour to 
perale kind. Nor did the accusation stop bring about the admission of Mr. Fox? 
here: certain opinions and principles, or What then ^ becomes of his sincemty^ 
assumed opinions and principles of Mr. Thus these indiscrete parties rtuist make 
.Fox, were* displayed in all their terror#; a recanpuiorf of*what they havfe lately as* 
and, the refractory statesmen were askgd, sorted and insinuated, with respect to Mr, 
if this teas the man to whom (hey were all Fox, or tkey leawe their political hero a 
at once become so muCh attached. The choice of nothing but different sorfs of dis* 
word Jacobin was now'and then half articu- grace.-—It has, by many persons, been* re¬ 
lated ; and, in one or two instances, these gardod as a grand error, in Mr* Pitt, to 
zealous partizans have gone so far as to nail profess a desire to*iiave Mr. Fox in trffc ca¬ 
ll pon the people « to support their tried and I bind with him, and particularly to rest a 
“ faithful pilot, and- their good old King, | defence of his conduct upon tne dream- 
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stance of his having earnestly endeavoured 
to prevail upon the king toreceive Mr. Fox. 
This, say .these persons, was doing for his 
rival what nothing else could have done: 
not so completely, perhaps: but the truth 
is, that there remained but little to be done; 
the whole nation, as I said before,, were 
heartily tired of thp political Trojan war, 
and deprecated the idea of seeing it .re¬ 
newed. Mr. Tilt knew thiss; and, though 
it is probable, that, with Lord Grenviye 
andTie other-leaden of the. New Opposi- 
4}pn along with him, ne would - have set the 
ublic wish at defiance, and ivolild never 
ave pretended that he had urged the ad¬ 
mission qf Mr. Fox, without those gentle¬ 
men such dcfiar&e was more than he could, 
on any account, think it adviseable to ha¬ 
zard, especially when he was about to 
, take the government upon him, .iccomga- 
nlfe^g'ith six out of ten of those £ weak 
* and inefficient ministers," whom hr had so 
often lashed and ridiculed, and wjom he* 
had been greatly instrumental in turning 
out, from the avowed motive of their being 
utterly incapable of*conducting the affairs 
of the state 1 No: thus to come in, with¬ 
out alledging ,thal he had endeavoured to 
form a ndnislry of a different stamp, should 
have been to deprive his friends of every 
possible ground whereof to speak in his 
defence.. In this situation, therefore, he 
was compelled either openly to declare 
that he de r pbed the opinion and the 
wishes of the nation, or, to make such 
a justification as should, at the same time, 
amount to a solemn and unretractable de- 
his part of Mr. Fox’s fitness 
for the ministry. He saw clearly enough 
that he was cutting off fjom his partisans a 
most abundant supply of wAlike mate¬ 
rials, but he ^preferred distant defeat to an 
Immediate surrender. Those partisans are, 
however, of a sort not to be easily disetfn-' 
certed S* they sye such as hardly any iriini- 
ster will want, if he can condescend to 
m?ke use*of Ahem. Mr. Addington was 
honoured with tAeir support: support, in¬ 
deed, at the expense of &is sincerity and 
veratyty, but it was, nevertheless, not re- 
r jected. • He and his colleagues, for in¬ 
stance, expiicdly declared, that they would,/ 
as to the cause of their ipakirfg peace, 
never be a party to tjie plqa jit pecuniary 
necessity; but, their partisans, ^iit of doors, 
constantly and unequivocally urged this 
necessity in reply tp all the facts and ar¬ 


guments that you could produce against 
the measure; and when they were re¬ 
minded, that this plea was rejected with 
disdain by their principals, they smiled 
in your face, as if it arguea great inexpe¬ 
rience in you to suppose, that ministers ever 
were sincere in their public declarations. 
Exactly tljp same course is at this moment 
pursued by the out-door partisans of Mr.- 
Pitt, who have now no scruple to acknow¬ 
ledge their belief, that he never was so weak 
as to endeavour ,»ngood earnest , to induce his 
Majesty to admit Mr. Fox into the^abinetl 
Can such men be called friends and sup¬ 
porters ? Can a minister, trusting to such 
support long maintain his ground ? Assu¬ 
redly he cannot; and, if there were want¬ 
ing indubitable proof of the transitory na¬ 
ture of his power, and of his own conscious¬ 
ness of the fact, he has recently furnished it 
in the boasting declaration made to the Par¬ 
liament. “ I -vill takq no hint: you may 
>“ get rid of my bill, but you shall not get 
“ rid of me." These words did not proceed 
from his confidence, but from his fear: thpy 
ran be compared to nothing but the bluster¬ 
ing noise of the plough-boy, as he goes 
trembling through the Church-yard at mid¬ 
night. The House and the nation mast and 
will get rid of him as Prime Minister, and iq 
no other respect does any man that I know . 
wish to get rid of him ; but, since .he ha/ 
again assumed the reins of power, it is for 
the benefit of the country, that he should 
continue to bold them till he is forced to re¬ 
sign them by a fair parliamentary op¬ 
position, conveying to his Majesty the de¬ 
liberate sentiments of his loyal stltl affec¬ 
tionate people.-1 should notv make 

some remarks on several parts of Mr. 
Pitt’s* speech of the lALh instant, parti¬ 
cularly on what he is reported to have said 
as to his £eing*the champion of the royal 
prerogative. The passage relating to the 
praises formerly bestowed on him by the 
members of the Jjrenville family, is also 
worthy of attention, especially when con¬ 
sidered in conjunction with*what was#sgid 
on that subject .on a subsequent day. His 
defence/)f the character and consistency of 
his six colleagues who made part of the late 
inefficient”*miniitrv, ought tiot to escape 
notice ; and the sarcastic Comparison which 
°/ie drew between himself and Mr. Addit¬ 
ion ought {g be* so fixed in the memory as 
never to be forgotten. Bui these topics 
must be deferred to my next. 



Vol. V 


P 



1027] 


Christenings and Buriats, tfc. 


[109S 

































































































I N D If X 


A. B.'t letter qp Anglo-Gallic Credgors, 494. 
Addington, Mr. proceedings of the Lon<jpn Com¬ 
mon Councillors a motion for a vote ol thinks 
to, 961. * * 1 

Admiralty, Y.’s defence of, 470. * 

Adnftralty, Argonaut’s Answer to Y.’s defence 
of, 333. • 

*/Biaiytical and Comparative View cd the “ Cur¬ 
sory Remarks bv a NcarKibsti vei,” and on the 
‘^Plain Answer bv a More Accurate Observer,” 
, 1, 63, 91, 3-21,44!>. • 

Anglo-Gallic CreSitors j A. BA letter on, 4"4. 
Anti-Puritan's Review ol Mi. Gumston’s Defence 
of the Society for the Mtp^rcsMon of Vice. 119. 
Argonaut’s answer to Y.’s defence of the - vdmi- 
. Jfalty, 333. 

.HItA|cty Officers i Miles* letter in behalf of, (5*9. 

' A. W/s letter on ilit? Cuips. Diplomatique, 299. 


Bankruptcies; table of the Number of, from Jan. 
to May, 1804, 1027. 

Blockade of Brest: Hfitanmcus* letter on, 257. 
Blocking System ; llmanmcu*’ letter on, 529. 
Bntannicus on the blocking >ystem, 529. 
Britannicus’ letftr on tlie bl idfedc of Brest, 257. 
British Creditors on the French Funds; a “short 
statement of facts reining to the clams of, 
366. Remarks on, 240. A RmSn Cieditor’s 
reply to tlie icmarks, 293^ Answer to the re¬ 
ply, 298 Defence ol, 392. Reply to the de¬ 
fence, 400. * 

• ■■■ ■ ■ . . ill France, Mercatoi’s letter in 

behalf of, 427. A. tf.’s letter on the same sub¬ 
ject, 494. 

British Critic; its stupidity and servility exposed, 
9 r -IPS, I 09 0 . 

.. "’Ohscrvei. 'tie ; lus letters to Lord Rcdcs- 

daie, 38a, 483, 663. 

— -- the; his letter on live loyalty ol 

the Roman Catholics, 737, 8a9, BD4. 

Budget the ; examination of, 69 K. 

Buonaparte, pioccedmgs in the Trilgunatc of the 

- French republic, relative to the proposition 

for comerri .g on him the rank and sitMf of' 
Bmpdrorpf tlu: Frencn, 745. Observations on, 
754, 779, 897. . 

. - * • C - 

Camiilus on the Continental powess, 422, 442, , 
705. , • • 

Cap* of Good Hope; reflections on an expedition 
•■““against, 910 # - 

C. B. oirthe depreciation of bank dollars, 713. 
Ccnturio, *on trie milnery systAn of Great Bri¬ 
tain, 170. 9 * 

Chrutenmgs*ond Burials ; table of the number of, 
wi.h^i the bills of mortality * ffbm JaiAuiy to 
May 1304, 102 1. „ • 

WSkrim»* lettci on consecrating colours, 80. 
Ceahtion; observatioais on tuc, 252. 

■ *. ; F. C.’s letter on, 615,. 

“ -; rcflcctfbns on the ne’sessijy of, 632. 

Cobbett, ||Ir.; his trial, for' publishing mlthe 
Weekly Register, certain libels upon the Earl 


of Hardwicke, Lord Redesdale, Mr. Justice Os¬ 
borne, and Mr. Mursden, 801. 

Cohbett, A*r.; trial of an action for damages, 
brought against him hy Mr. FlunkCtt, Solicitor 
of Ireland, S65 

Common Council of London; Nauticus* letter on 
the conduct of, 489. Further observations on, 
5t>2. 0 9 

Conciliator’s letter on the situation of the Irih 
Catholic;, 170. 

Conics, Vi nce cd; ct py ot Ins letter to the eim- 
gi.rtrs, oolitic murderof the Ifuke d’Eughuicn, 
724 • 

Const., rating colours, Ciertcm’ 4ettct on, 80. / 
Cotisotracy at Pans; documents relative to, 339, 

♦ 393, 45 i, 543, 966. * ■ * 

-reflections on,347,412, 436. 

Coppinger, Dr.; his letter to Lord Redesdale, 
260 

Coin Laws; L.’spotter onvlic report of thejCom- 
i nil tic- ot th 6 *House ol Commons on tlie^Eill. 

—■— . ; T. It.’s letter on the rcpBfflyshe 

Committee of the Houre of ComnioiU lM W, 

Corps Diplomatique; A. W’s letter on, 229.® > 

-. ■ ■ . 1 .. . ; reflections on the present 

state o 1,931. 

C. R.’s defence of Lord Redesdale, 639. Reply 
to, 722." * 

Crito’s letter to Lord Redesdale, 526. • 

‘‘tutsory Remarks, by a Near Observer;” Ana¬ 
lytical and Comparative View of. Sic. L 63, 97, ' 
321, 449. 


Dork Yards; Silvia on the state of our, 621. 

Dollars t observations on the rise in the value 
of, 123. 

-Bank; altercations on, 444. £ 

-Bank; C. B’s letter on the depreciation 

ol,713. . 

Birmingham; remarks on, 571, 736. 

Domestic Qffioal Papers, 84, 143, 173, 366, 396, 
626, 722, 725, 999, 

Domingo, 9t.; state of affairs in, 154, 

Drake, Mr.; his correspondence with certain 
ageuts in Frame, 54.1. Ob oivations on, 566, 
628, 686. Talleyrgnd 1 ; letter to the Foreign 
Ministers relative^", with their answers, n06. 
Lord Hawkcsbury’s circular note in reply to, 

m 6',5. Strictures on, 686. 

1 . . — ; Oxoiuensit on the authenticity' of 

his correspondence, 625. Observations on, 
628. t 

E. \ 

•Emperor of th^reneb, ter Byonaflarte. 

Enghuieu, Duke d’; official reps .i ot the trial of, 

• 495. Observations on, 499, 5c3. K. S.’’sbet¬ 
ter on, bib. m 

E. V \ letfbr on the present state ol 'he navy, 

387 

Expo-*- of the state of the French Republic, 205. 

~ Reflections on, 152. 

Exposition ot the actual* slate of the trade, re¬ 
venue, expenditure, and debt of Great Britain, 
577. 609. 



INDEX. 


10 * 1 ] 

t T. 

F. C. on coalitions, 615. 

Finance; war of, 23. 

Finances, British ; observations on the present 
state of, 282, 301, 410, 4*4, 508, 517, 609. 

■ —— ■■■ of Ireland; reflections on the present 
state of, 992. 

France, state of, reflections on, 180. 

French Funds; a short statement of facts relating 
to the claims of British creditors on, 366. Re¬ 
marks on, 240. A Britisfi Creditor’s reply to 

•- the remarks, 293. Answer to the reply, 298. 
Defence of, 392 Reply to the defence, 409, 

Foreign Official Papers, 205.297, 393, 431, 4U9, 
543, 60# 678, 725, 745, 750, 779, 8^?, 906, 
966. 979. 

Forrial, on the situation of quarter-masten of ca- 
.valry, 525. •- .* 

• G. • . 1 r 

Gome; papers relative to tlie_ capture of, 626, 
725. Observations on, 567." 

Grenville, Lord, Examination of the parliamentary 
conduct of, 97. 

Grimstone, Mr. his defence ofthe Society for the 
Suppression of Vice, 76. Anti-Puritan’s re¬ 
view of, 112. ,■ ' 

H. 

Home’s History of the Rebellion ; curious extract 
from, 237. 

Hope, C.; public records of the county of Banff, 
relating to his conduct towards Mr. Morion. 
957. Observations on, 937. «• 

H. T.’s letter on the payment of the saiaiies of 
Irish civil officers at |w, 467. 

I . 

Interne Tax, R. B.’s letter on, 74. 

India; reflections on the war in, 501, 704. 

Intelligence, Foreign, 18, SO, 127, 144, 174, 233, 
*76, 374, 398, 434, 476. 

--- - Domestic, 19, G2, 128,145, 177,239, 

277, 376, 399, 435. 

Military, 20, 63, 146, 178, 839, 378, 


477. 


V* 


[1032 
J. 

Jamaica; speech' of the Governor of, on pforo<v 
guing the Assembly, 397. 

Jamaica Colonists; defence of the conduct of, 
538. 

Jamaica-; dispute between.the Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor or, and the House of Assembly, 771. Re¬ 
flections on, 796. 

. * K. ’ * 

Km^s Friends; strictures On tbeJpersons styling 

themsi lvrs, 638 

Kiqg’s illness; W. W.’s-lettcr on, 427. ^ 

* L. C ' 

L ’s letter on the report of the Committee of the 
House of Commons oi\ the com laws, 960. t 

Letter horn R. N. on the Society tor ilie Suppres- • 
sion of Vice, ; . 

- — from R. T., on the necessity of puttingse- 

vtral ofilters of the royal marines on the retired 
hit, j'J. 

" ■ ■ — from R. B., on the income tax, 74. 

——— Ironi Mr. Gemstone, in defence of tire ' 
finely for the Suppression of Vice, 76. ,-f 

-from Ciericus, mi consecrating colours, 60. 

r u ti ,m Mr. Secretary Yorke to the 


Inids-lidutciums of the several counties of Great 
Britain, 84. # 

—— from Mr. Secretary Yorke to Lord Tcign- 
roouih, relative to the loyal Southwark volun¬ 
teers, 91. 

■ from Lord Teignmouih to Colonel Tierney, 


relative to the R0al South wark'Volunteers, 91. 
——trom Anti-Puritan, on the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice, 1 iC 

■ from FniLo Patr.se, on volunteer corps go- 


-* Naval, 22, 64, 147, 179, 279, 378, 
400, 478. 

Invasion, observations on, 32, 287. " 

I, O.’s observations on volunteer corps,. 72. - 
— strictures on Lord St. Vincent, 294. 

Irish Bank Pr.pcr; observations,on tht deprecia¬ 
tion of, 2 k7, 280. 

—— Catholics; Conciliator’s letter on the situa¬ 
tion of, 170. Further observations ol* 304. 

■ ■ ■ -the BritislF Observer’s letters to 

Lord Redesdatc in dc tenet? of, 385, 4G3, Cb2, 

—— Civil Officers; li. T.’s letter on'the payment 
ofUbeir salaries at par, 467. Fuithcr obsetva- 
lions on, 506. 

■ -Currency; reflections on 1 the state of, 506, 

573, 703. 

--a Speculator's {enter on the de. 

plorable statfc of, 641. “ 

—— Exchange; Ffibcrnicus’ letter on the present 
*' 4 te of, 289. Observations on, 304, 348. 
Finances; reflections ua the present state 
‘ : of, 972. c 

—— Government; strictures on the conduct of, 
353. 

■ Half-Pay Officers; Miles’ letter in behalf 
of, 470, An Old Solurer on the same subject, 
593. 

—— Militia Bill*; obsef rations on, 568. 


veined by commuted, 129. 

— fiom A Cit'zen Suldier of the Lath and 
PUsicr Army, on the fracas in tiie corps of Bris¬ 
tol lignt-horse volunteers, 131. 

-- from a Highlander, on a late occurrence in 

the L——corps of volunteers, 132. 

—— from C. S. of E — — 1 H, giving an account 
of the conduct of the voluutcecr corps of rial* 
place, 135. 

—— from a corporal of a volunteer corps, in 
the City of Westminster, to his colonel, 134. 

- - from Cferax, on a change of ministry, 135. 

-circular, ftom Mr. Secretary Yorke to the 

several loiflis-licutenants of counties, 143. 

■ from Conciliator, m defence of the Irish 


Catholics, 169. 

. ... from Centurio, on'the qrifctgry system of, 

Ctfiil Iti wain, 170. 

-circular, from Mr. Secretary Ynrkc, to the 

lord-lieutenant of Sussex,. 173. ‘' * 

. liotreLoid Redesdale to the Earl of Fin- 

gal, 215. 

• from the Earl of Fingal to Lord Rtdcsdale, 


!I8. 


220 . 


221 . 


from Lord Redesdale to tfif Eatl of Fingal, 

B U 1 

frofti thq Earl of Fingal to Lord Redesdale, 
from Lord Redesdale to the Earl o£ Fingal, 

from the Earl of Fingal to Lord Retifaedaiv^ 

>. » 

fjom Lord Redesdale to the Earl of Finjjal, 


from Observer, in defence of 'he Ewell 
corps of volunteeis, 227. mr 




•033] 


INDEX. 


[1034 


tetter from A. W., on the Coipt Diplomatique. 

229. * • 

■-»-— from P. Q., oivthe property tax, 231. 

. » - - fromT. S., on the encouragement given to 

non-commissioned officers, 23!!. 

— ■ 1 from Z.,*n Lord Su Vincent and the navy, 
233. • . ■ 

from Camillas, on the conduct of the 


Edinburgh volunteers at the time of the rebel¬ 
lion, ^37. ’ # 

-from Bri$annicus, on the blockade oikhe 

harbour of .Bren, 257.' • 

—— - from Doctor Coppipgcr, the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Bishop of £ioyne and Ross, to Lord Redes¬ 
dale, 260. • 

* —- . from Lord Redesdale to DoctortCoppinger, 

265. • 


—— from Hibernicus, on the state of Irish Ex¬ 
change," a/td the payment of the salaries of Irish 
civil officers at par, 289. 

from a British Creditor in the French 


funds, 293. 

———■ from I. O., on the conduct of Earl St. Vin¬ 
cent, 294. |j 

A-Wfrom Le Void, on the conduct of Lord 
Hawkesbury rclatiift to the Egyptian campaign, 
343. * * , 

-from An Irish Roman Catholic*to Lord 

Redesdale, on his correspondence with the Earl 
of Fingal, 344. 

-from A Friend <b Toleration, on the peru¬ 
sal of Lord RedSsdalc’s letter to Doctor Cop- 
pinger, 345. 

— i from Z.,*on the presentlow rate of naval 
insurance 383. • 

-the first, from the British Observer, to Loid 

Redesdale, on his lordshm’s correspondence 
with the Earl of Fingal, 383?* 

-from E. V., on the present state of the 

navy, 387. 

-from Another British Creditor, on the 

claims of tne Anglo-Galhc Creditors, 392. 

1 from T. H. in defence of Lord St. Vincent 


w 


and the Board of Admiralty, 417. 

the %st, from An Old Seaman, on the na¬ 


val inquiry. 418. 

—— from Camillus, on the powers of the Con¬ 
tinent, 482. 

from Mercator, on the situation of British 


merchants es^blisiicd in France, 427. 

from W. VV. on his Majesty's illness, 427. 
—*•- the second, from the Biiush Observer to 
Lord Redesdale, on his lordship's corrcspeffl- 
dcnce tmlttjgi^arl of Fingal, 463. 

. - from H. T. on the payment of the salaries 

of Irish ci*’il takers at par, 467. • 

.. * Jlrom Milcs.^uhe situation of liUli half¬ 
pay officers, 4ii9. * • 

-from Y. m drfencc of t6c conduct of tl.e 

Adhyralfy, 470. 

trom X., in defence of the civil officers of 
the nav", 47% , 

- . '.lie Second, from^n Old^eam^n, on the 

naval inquiry, 4SI. • 

— - from Nfhiticus, on the cotylqftof the Lon¬ 
don Csmmim Council, 4^9 

■ from A. l>., on the Anglo-Gftlic Creditors, 


•. 1 %mi the FrencH Charge d‘Affaire* at Al- 

gftrs to the Munster of Marine,.49'. J . , 

• from A. Z., on the state .physician, 513* 

■ lrog»:‘robu5, on the volunteer bill, 5104 
fijjm Forrial, on the situation of quarter- 
mastersjfcavalry, 525, 



Letter from Crito, to Lord Redesdale, on his 
lordship’s correspondence with the Earl of Fin- 
gat, 526. . 

’ from A Protestant, on Lord Redesdale’* 
correspondence with the Earl of^Fmgal, 528. 

' ■ ■■ ■ - from Bntannicns, on the blocking system, 
529. 

. — from Argonaut, in answer to Y.*s defence 

of the Admiralty, 533. 

■ ■ froitfX., on the economy of the present 
Board of Admiralty, 538. 

— on the complaints of the Jamaica Colonists, 
588. 

-from R. on the?etition of the Siena Leona 

Compfny, 542. * 

from An Old Soldier, on the situation of 


Irish half-pay officers, 395. 

— - S the thud, fronwd^Old Seaman, on the, 
naval ytqtifry, 596. 

-- from T. Y., on the present state of our na¬ 
val defence, 601. • • 

■ circular, from the French<Minister of Fo¬ 

reign Affairs to the Foreign Ministers resident 
at Paris, 606. * 

■ .— from F. C„ on coalitions, 615. 

■ . . - from R. S« on the deplorable state of the 

cuirer.cy of Ireland, 618. ’ 

—— From Silva, on the state of our Dock-yards, 
621. 

from An Old Soldier» on the custom of re¬ 
primanding officers, 623. 

f —- from Publius, on the economy of the Ad¬ 
miralty, 624. 

■ - from Oxoniensis, on the authenticity of 
Mr. Drake's correspondence, 625. 

■ from A Spectator, on the deplorable state 


S e revenue 
elhw im- 


•f the currency of Ireland, 641. 

-from A Lover of Truth, on 

laws, and more particularly on 
posing a tax upon properly, 645. 

— from C. R., containing a defence of Lord 
Rcdcsdale's letters to the Earl «t Fingal, 659. 

. the third, from the British Observer to 

Lord Redesdale, on his lordship’s correspond¬ 
ence with the Earl of Fingal, 662. 

• - from Mile£ on the situation or artillery, 
officers, 669. 

from Afiti-Climax, on the property tax,670. 
front Camillus, on the continental powers. 



Fund. 


fronwC. B«on hank, dollars, 713. 
on the benefit arising from the Sinkiftg 

_ a Verax, on the Irish Catholics, 722. 

-■ —■ from the Piinjtfof Cotide to the Emigrants, 

on the murder ol the Duke d’Enghuicn, 724. 

-the first, from the British Observer, on the 

»* loyalty of the Irish Catholies, 737. d 

. . . irom Mr. £lobheit to Mr. Livingston, on 

his answer to M. Talleyrand’s circular nrtve ic- 
lative ur Mr. Drake's correspondence, 769. 

the sec' 4 g^, from the British Observer, on 


of 


* the loyalty of the Ir.sh Catholics, 859^94. 

0 ■ • front Admiral Lmois to the Minister 

"Marine, 907. mum* 

——— li<«m lullicm. Prefect of the Department 
of Morbchlm, to the Grand Judge of Pans, re¬ 
lative to the seizure of Captain Wright, 907. 

-*Vrom the Loid Advocate'of Scotland to 

•Mr. Foibes, the Sheriff Substitute of Banff, 938. 
■ . from L. on the Cofn Law*, 960. 

-from T. B. oil li\e Corn Haws, 963. 

—. — from W. R. on Doddridge's Essay on Par¬ 

liaments, 993. 



1035] INDEX. 

Letter from Miles toXord Chatham, 999. 

- from the Emperor of the French to the 
Abp. of Fans, 998. 

.. - ■ - trom. the Emperor of. the French to the 
Bishop of Mentz, 998. 

— — from Cardinal Caprara to the French Bi¬ 
shops, 999. ' 1 

Liverpool merchant?, R. N.’s observations on the 
refusal ofa loan to, 58.. 

Livingston, Mr.; Mr. Cobbett’s letter*to him, on 
his answer to Talleyrand’s circular note, 769. 

. London Common Council, proceedings of, on a 
motion for a vote of thanks to Mr. Addington, 

961. '• 

Louisiana ^pfdPlamation issued at Ncw*Orleans 
by the Governor of the Mississippi territory, on 
taking possession of that province m behalf of 
the United States, 395-^.. . ‘ 

Lover of Truth, On the re.venue las*s, agd more 
p.miculaily upon the law imposing a tax upon 
ptopcity, 64j. * ' 

, M. 

Marine officers on tlie retired list; R. T.’s remarks 
on thfir situation, 60, 232. 

Mercator’s leticr m behalf of British creditors in 
France, 427. ,. * 

Miles’ letter in behalf of Irish half-pay officers, i 
470. 

. ■ —. artillery officers, 669. 

Military system of Great Britain ; Ceutuno’s let¬ 
ter on, 170. 

Military project; review of Mr, Pitt’s, 912, 941, 

972. *■ 

Ministry; change of, Verax’s letter on, 135. 

reflections on, 725. 


new ; reflections of, 728, 762, 799. 


M/ircau; letter (rum General, to the -First Consul 
of*France, 966. 

—— letter from the Grand Judge of France to 
General, 970. 

N. 

Nauticus on the conduct of the London Common 
Council, 469. 

Naval defence of the country ; T. Y.’s letter on 
the st_l^j>f, 601. 

Naval economy; X’s letter on* 538. 

i n ' i — —- Publius' letter on, u 624. 

Naval inquiry ; An Old Seaman’s letters on, 418, 
481,596.—Observations on, 440. 4 * 

Navy ; E. V’s letter on the present state of, 387. 

-X’s defence of the civil oflicVrs ot, 473. 

- -Z.’s remarks on the slate of, 383. , 

■ - Z.’s letter on Lord St. VmJqnt qpd the, 

233. S 

O. \ 

Observer’s defence of the Ewell volunteers, 225. 

Officers ; An Old Solclici’s lettu on the custom ot 
rdpiitnanding, 623. “« 

Old'teaman’s letters on the Naval Inquiiy, 418, 
481* 596. 

Old Soldier’s letter on the custom of reprimanding 
officers, 62^. ^ 

O’Neil, Mr.; justificatory narrative of, 260. 

Oxoniensis, on the authenticity of Mr. Drake’s, 
fbutotpundence, 625. 

P. O ' •«* 

rarliament; reflexions on the late divisions in, 
630. 

Parties, state of, observations on, 26, 189.’ 

■ '■ . reflexion on the state of, 958. a 

Philo Patriae’s observations on the volunteer sys¬ 
tem, 129. • 

Pichcgrti^ juridical report connected with the 
suicide of, 604, 


*• .. 

c 

f * 


*. Qt’s letter on the property tjxj 231. f 
i’rayer; form of,‘upon the*prospett of hit Majet- 


[1034 

Pitt, Mr.; review of his conduct in Parliament,^ 
after his retiring from office, to the night of Mr.. 
Patten’s motion, 449. , ‘ 

Pichegru; review of his military project, 912, 
941,972. * 

Plunkett, Mir. Solicitor of Ireland; trial of an ac¬ 
tion fur damages brought by kim against Mr. 
Cohhett, for a libel, 865. * 

Powers of tty; Continent i Camittus’ letter on, 
442 ' K 

P. 

Pra 

^y’s recovery, 396. 

Probus, on the-volunteer bill, 52Q, * 

Property tax; P. Q.’s lettA on, 231, ■ t 

- - thoughts and observations upoft, 

645. * 

Protestants’ observations on Lord Redesdalc’s ’* 
correspoadcnce, 528. 

Public Papers, 83, 295, 380, 305), 605, 675, 788, 
906, 971, 994. 

Publius ou naval economy, 624. 

Q. 

Qwirtcr-masters of cavalry; Forrial on the situa¬ 
tion of, 525. -I 

R. • 

|l.’s letter-on the Sierra I.cRije petition, 542. 

R. B.’s ldtter on the income tax, 74. 

Rcdesdale, Lord; correspondence between him 
and the Earl of Ftngal, 215. Supplement to, 
260. • * 

Conciliator’s Observations on his 


correspondence with Lord Fingal, 170. 

strictures on hi ^correspondence 


with Lord Rcdesdale, 285, 304. * 

An Irish Roman Catholics’ let¬ 


ter to hiut, on his correspondence with Lord 
Fingal, 344. 

A Friend to Toleration, stric¬ 


tures on the conduct of, 345. 

- The British Observer’s letters to, 


385, 463, 602. 


Crito’s letter to, 526. 

. . — a Protestant’s obse. vations 

his correspondence with the Earl oLFiugal, 528, 

-C. R.’s defence of, 659. 

Verax’s reply to C. R.’s defence 


of, 722. 

Report of that Granrf jedge, relative to the con¬ 
spiracy at Paris* 359. - 

. . - ■ ■ . . of *Paris, on Mr, 

Drake’* correspondence, 543. Second rjport. 


thoughts mnd obteijfatipns upon 


• 678 , 750 . 

Revenue laws; 

0 ^ 5 . 

•Woman Catholics: The British (Jbseryer’s letters 
on the loyalty of, 737, -^p. 8 ‘> 4 , t « 

R. S. on this deplorable sW.iToi the currency of 
Iteland, 618. * * 

*— '•* 

Scotlahd, Lord Advocate of; public reqjrds of Die 
county of Banff, relating to hi* conduct to Mr. 
Morrison, 93*1. Obsifl vations on, 9il7, 1007. 
Sheflield,Lord,liis observations on volunteers,225. 
Sheridan, Mr ; rcniai ks on his tuihing placeman, 
287. ’ * a 

Ship-owners ;*procecdings of, 666. 

Sic ilur ad astra, 670. '"v a* • 

Sierra I^eonc; on the present itate of thrf Colony, 
437. . <* 

■potition ; R.’s letter on, 542. ‘ 


Ssfva on the state of our Dock-yards/rfgl. 

Sinking Fund; advantages arising froDj^the, 719,- 
Observations ot^ 761. 



INDEX, 


J037) 


[1(W 


.ptave trade; observations on, $.'53, 1007. 


ir. 



'of, 118. * 

Southwark, loyal volunteers; proceedings of, 89. 
Spectator, on the deplorable,suit of the currency 
bf Ireland, 641. ^ . 

State-physician the, 513. 

* Simmuf of Politics,W, S6, l8l, 1%, ISO, 840, 

L 280.9*8, 347,{400, 436,499,563*588,786,*54, 

* ■* 790^508, 929J9T3. 1004. • 1 

•6hnnam, Account of the Qapture of, 999. 

a ,T. 

■"•Table of the prices of tlfc French 6Wj>er cent, 
consolides, from January.to May 1804,1027. 
Table of the prices of the English three per cent. 

consols, from January to May 1804, 1027. 

Table of the nung>er of Bankruptcies from Ja¬ 
nuary to May 1604, 10-7. 

Table of the prices of meat, sugar, salt, and coals, 
in London, from January to May 1804, 1027. 
'Table of the prices of the quartern Inal, in Lon- 

* «d<ui, from January to May 1804, 10.7 f 

T. BFWetter on the report of the committee of the 

House of Communsfipon the British corn laws, 1 
963. . , V 

T. H.’s defence of Lord St. Vincent, 417. » 

Thoughts and obsei vations upon the revenue laws, 
and more particularly upon the law a 'miposmg a 
tax upon propeyy, 645 • 

Treaty of Peace between the E, India Comp, and 
the Rajah of fkirar, 994 

Treaty of Peace between the E. India Comp, and 
Scindea *896. 

Trial of Mr. Cohbett for publisi mg liyhe Weekly 
Register, certain libels upot^tlic Eai^of Hard- 
wicke. Lord Rtdesdalc, Mr. Justice Osborne, 

4 and Mr. Marsden, 801. « 

*^nal of an actiou lor damages, brought by 
Mr. Plunkett, Solicitor of Ireland, against 
Mr. Cobbtu, for a libel upon the said Mr. 
Plunkeit^865. 

True Briton and Sun newspapers; picture of the 
• political tttrpiiude of, 193. 

T. Y "s letter on the state of the naval defence of 
the country, 601. 


Verax’s letter on a change of ministry, 135. 

—— reply to C. K.’s dcfenceofLd Redes dale, 728. 
Vincent, Lord St.; Z.’s letter on the conduct of 


233. 


of, 294. 


— 1. O.’s stricture on the conduct 

f 

—— T. H.’s defence of, 417. 

Vice, Society for the Suppression of, strictures on, 
54. Mr. Gnmston’s defence of, 76i Anti Puri- 
tau’s review of Mr. Grimston’rdefence of, U2, 
Volunteers ; Observer’s defence of the EwctI, 227. 
—*——— bill; Probus’ letter on, 520. 

. . — g corps, 1. O.’s observ^[j(jijg*in, 72. 

-- ... 'I.. - . , copy of a letter from a corporal 

of a, 134*. 

. .. . Royal York Mary-la-bonne, proceed- 

ingsfof, 1^. 

———■— System, review of, 33. Observations 
on, 86, 123, 156* 186, 306, 337, 406, 443,-504, 
797. m 

Philo-Patrise’s dbservations on, 


129. 


’defects of, 130. 


A Citizen Soldier's letter on the 


132. 


Highlander’s strictures on.’ 

Mr. Whitbread’s speech in the 
House of Commons on the, 161, 

W. 

Welsh CoaSfc/rcflex'ons on the defensive situation 
of, 182. 

Whitbread, Mr.; his speech in the House of Com* 
mons on the volnntecr^vstem, 161. , 

W. W.’s letter on Ins Majesty’s illness, 427. 

r • 

X. ^ * 

X. ’s defence of the civil officers of the navy, 47 3. 

X. on the economy of the naval department, 533. 

Y. 

Y. ’s defence of the Admiralty, 470. 


Z.’s letter on Lord Sl Vmrent and the Navy,8233. 
1 #.’s remarks «n the state of the Navy, 383. 


I 


Addiogtoifc f, 72, 

129,1 t-'J, ’52, 191,287, 
046,416,^38,577.761 
Asbuthnot, 931 • * 

r b . . 

Baolte 37^ 

Barmg,^05 
fieloc, 109* 

Bentley. 2 • 

Boyce, 159 
Boyd, 110 •• 

Buonaparte, 127,181,214, 
445, 563, 745, 754, 
^ 789, 897 

• m * * 

Caiming, 65, 353, 73.3, 
^765, 800 
Carno!,' 745 _ 

Cast Kmagffi 155,349,64 
CUalmeis,*9l2 


INDEX OF PERSONS. 

Cralbarnc, 395 1 Duncandiui^59 

CJaike, 755 E. 

Cobbett, 106, $94, 61^Elliot, 5, 14, 316, 915* 
800, 801,865 Enghuien, Duke d’, 495, 

(.'olliueilcn, ^ #•499, 563, 724, 791 

Coudes 724 Erskiiie, 95 

Cuptumre', 219,260, 344, F. e 

9457 * l ingal, 171* 215,260 

Cornwai'is, 184 490, 530 Folkestone, 441 . 445 


fioi ip, 2*8, 2” 289, 349, l%»tei. 248, 343Tt»5 
467, 469, 5«6, 573*641 Fox, 72, 139, 350, 355, 
D. *#» *4516, 728, 767 » 

Du its, 1 3# FTancis, 7(^. , 

D<- '•■v.x, 485 Fraser, 626 * 

lh (>,350 G. 

ffi’i not- 23, 180, 407 Georges#359, 431 

> •. 36 * Gjfmille, 4, 97, 732 

J Jr. f - ,, 3, 5<?6, 006, Grunston, 80, 112 

1 ,‘o^S 678,686,’ftO, H. 

7*.'» Hamilton, 280,467,469 

I)uuij|>eau, 178 Hauterive, 755 


Hawkesbury, 100, 230, 
242,343,352,675,688, 
727 

Heriot, 283 
Hobart, 17 5 
Home, 237 
Hope, 938 

I. J. 

Jefferson, 150 
Jobn«y»ne,^30i 
Ireland, 104 
Julliem, 907 

K. 

King, 350, 439 

L. 

Ltadaff, 567 
Lasne, 18 
lAureuce, 4 
I.inois, 896 
‘Liston, 931 
Lifingstone, 769 












